
13.10 Review
13.10.1 Key knowledge summary
13.2 Global food security• The expression ‘food security’ means a sufficiently healthy and reliable daily diet.• The number of people who have food security is not distributed evenly around the world.• People who do not have food security suffer from illnesses and a shorter life expectancy.• There are several interconnected reasons for global food insecurity.

13.4 Impacts of land loss on food security• The global loss of productive land essentially comes from either land degradation and/or competition
from other land uses.• The main types of land degradation are erosion, salinity, desertification, pest invasion and loss of
biodiversity.• Fertile farmland is often converted to urban land as cities expand.• Many countries now aim to improve their food security by investing in land and agricultural businesses
in other countries, but there can be social, economic and environmental impacts.

13.6 Water — a vital part of the picture• To provide a growing world population with food security there needs to be water security as well;
both quantity and quality are important.• There is an interconnection between increasing demand for water, population growth and climate
change predictions.• A number of economic, political and social factors contribute to growing water shortages.

13.7 Climate change challenges for food security• Climate change will create both positive and negative impacts on the environment, societies, food
production and food security.• Farming in many places of the world will benefit from changes in climatic patterns while other places
may suffer from changed climate conditions.• People living in countries that are ill equipped to cope with changing climatic conditions run the risk
of food insecurity and the possibility of becoming environmental refugees.

13.8 Managing food waste• There is sufficient food being produced to feed the world’s population. However, it is unevenly
distributed, unaffordable and wasted.• Food wastages occurs everywhere, but more is wasted in developed countries, especially at the retail
and home sectors.• A number of different countries including Australia are trialling new methods to reduce people’s food
waste.

13.10.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

13.10 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Insert hook question from overview

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.
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Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Challenges to food security crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
arable: describes land that can be used for growing crops
aquifers: a body of permeable rock below the Earth’s surface, which contains water, known as groundwater
desertification: the transformation of arable land into desert, which can result from climate change or from

human practices such as deforestation and overgrazing
environmental refugees: people who are forced to flee their home region due to environmental changes (such as

drought, desertification, sea-level rise or monsoons) that affect their wellbeing or livelihood
indicators: something that provides a pointer, especially to a trend
jatropha: any plant of the genus Jatropha, but especially Jatropha curcas, which is used as a biofuel
marginal land: describes agricultural land that is on the margin of cultivated zones and is at the lower limits of

being arable
potable: drinkable; safe to drink
water stress: situation that occurs when water demand exceeds the amount available or when poor quality

restricts its use
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