
16.13 Review
16.13.1 Key knowledge summary
16.2 The importance of tourism• Tourism is one of the world’s fastest-growing industries.• A combination of factors such as increased leisure time, improved standard of living and advances in

technology have ensured that tourism is no longer only for the rich.• New forms of tourism, such as medical tourism and opportunities to travel and work overseas, are
contributing to the expansion of the tourism industry.

16.3 Global tourism• Tourism is accessible to a wider demographic.• With people living longer, there are more opportunities for mature-aged tourists and cheap travel
options for the 18–25-year-old market.• North America, China and Western Europe are not only popular destinations, but also among the top
ten in tourism spending.• Most hotel chains are owned and operated by companies based in the United States.

16.5 Australian tourism• More Australians are choosing to travel abroad rather than holiday at home; this is mostly due to
increased choice and competition within the tourism industry.• While New South Wales continues to attract the most international visitors, Victoria has also recorded
strong growth.

16.8 The impacts of tourism• Tourism has both positive and negative impacts, and these impacts can be interconnected.• While tourism can boost the economy by bringing in the tourist dollar, this is not always of benefit to
the local community if people are being exploited, or if the revenue is going to major corporations and
the locals are being underpaid.• The infrastructure that is needed to support the tourism industry can also benefit local communities.

16.9 Managing environmental impacts — eco-friendly tourism• Eco-tourism aims to be sustainable, to limit the impact of tourism and to educate the public.• Zoos and aquariums perform an important role in the education of the public and conservation of
endangered species.• Many zoos and aquariums have undergone a transformation to make them more eco-friendly, but this
is not the case everywhere.

16.10 Cultural tourism• Cultural tourism results in the mass movement of people over a short period of time so that they can
come together to celebrate their shared history, religion or traditions.• Examples of cultural tourism include Chinese New Year and Thanksgiving.• While it is traditional for people to return to their roots and join family at home, there is a growing
trend of traveling abroad to avoid the crush, rather than staying at home.

16.11 Tourism and sport• It is becoming more common for people to combine a sporting event with their travels, either as an
active participant or a passive observer.• Major sporting events such as the Olympics are often touted as being a financial windfall for the host
nation; however, while there might be a peak in employment in the lead-up and during the Games,
nations can also be left with significant debt.• There are travel companies that focus primarily on putting together sporting itineraries.
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16.13.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

16.13 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Can a simple relaxing holiday really create jobs, support an economy or affect the environment?

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbooks Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Tourists on the move crossword (int-xxxx)

KEY TERMS
developed describes countries with a highly developed industrial sector, a high standard of living, and a large

proportion of people living in urban areas
ecotourism tourism that interprets the natural and cultural environment for visitors, and manages the

environment in a way that is ecologically sustainable
gross domestic product (GDP) the value of all the goods and services produced within a country in a given

period of time. It is often used as an indicator of a country’s wealth.
hard sport tourism tourism in which someone travels to either actively participate in or watch a competitive

sport as the main reason for their travel
infrastructure the facilities, services and installations needed for a society to function, such as transportation

and communications systems, water pipes and power lines
Masai an ethnic group of semi-nomadic people living in Kenya and Tanzania
mature-aged describes individuals aged over 55
national parks a park or reserve set aside for conservation purposes
new moon the phase of the moon when it is closest to the sun and is not normally visible
winter solstice the shortest day of the year, when the sun reaches its lowest point in relation to the equator
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