
18.12 Review
18.12.1 Key knowledge summary
18.2 Information and communications technology• The world of ICT is constantly developing and changing.• Mobile phones have made a distinct change to the way we interconnect.

18.3 The internet connects us• The internet is not evenly accessible across the world.• There is a clear link between access to the internet and mobile phones.• Some countries have moved to adopt smartphones quicker than others.

18.4 Connected Australians• Not all Australians have equal access to digital technology.• The Australian Digital Inclusion Index (ADII) shows some states and regions are less well connected.• The ADII also shows that there are groups within Australian society that are less well connected.

18.5 Improving lives via digital connection — Kenya• Increased consumption of ICT began in 2007 in Kenya with ‘mobile money’.• The adoption of digital technology has increased rapidly, especially among young adults.• Daily life for Kenyans has improved with better interconnection between families, for business and for
social contacts.

18.6 Forging new ICT directions — India• Mobile phone subscriptions are high in India, but the internet has less penetration.• The new service industries have been built around the areas of India with better broadband speeds.• Bengaluru is a global hub for ICT companies and associated service industries.

18.7 The impact of ICT production• China is one of the largest producers and consumers of ICT appliances.• The e-waste generated has provided a living for the informal collectors, but it is not without risk to
their health.• E-waste disposal has impacted the environment, which has in turn impacted people.

18.8 The future for e-waste• E-waste legislation is unevenly in place across the world.• Legislation does not always mean that improvement in disposal takes place.• Improved statistics collected globally would assist change to take place in e-waste management.

18.12.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

18.12 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:<content to come>
1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has

your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?
2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.
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KEY TERMS
connectivity <definition to come>
digital divide a type of inequality between groups in their access to and knowledge of information and

communication technology
e-waste any old electrical equipment such as computers, toasters, mobile phones and iPods that no longer

works or is no longer required
gross domestic product (GDP) the value of all the goods and services produced within a country in a given

period of time. It is often used as an indicator of a country’s wealth.
human development <definition to come>
World Wide Web <definition to come>
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