
19.7 SkillBuilder: Creating and analysing a table
19.7.1 Tell me
What is a table?
A table is a way of displaying information, or data, in an organised way. The data (text or numbers) is
arranged in columns (reading down) and rows (reading across). A table is sometimes called a grid, because
the rows and columns are separated by lines, which form a grid.

How are tables useful?• Tables provide a lot of information in a small amount of space.• They are a very good way of arranging data so it can be easily understood.• The column and row headings help tell you what the data is about.• Graphs can be created from the data in the table.• The information in a table can be used to help people make decisions.

19.7.2 Show me
You are given a set of figures that provide details of the number of House of Representatives seats in 1901
compared with 2018, and the state-by-state population for 1901 and 2018. You will be required to analyse
and interpret this data, so you will need to create a table to assist you.

In 1901, the first Australian parliament had 26 members from NSW, 23 from Victoria, 9 from Queensland, 7
from South Australia, and 5 each from Western Australia and Tasmania. The population breakdown of the states
in 1901 was as follows: NSW 1.35 million people, Victoria 1.2 million, Queensland 498 000, South Australia
363 000, Western Australia 184 000 and Tasmania 172 000. In 1901, the Northern Territory population was
included in South Australia, and the ACT in New South Wales.

In 2018, the breakdown of seats in the federal lower house was NSW 47, Victoria 38, Queensland 30, Western
Australia 16, South Australia 10, Tasmania 5, the ACT 3, and the Northern Territory 2. Australian population in
2018 was: NSW 7.89 million, Victoria 6.27 million, Queensland 4.97 million, Western Australia 2.67 million,
South Australia 1.72 million, Tasmania 521 000, Northern Territory 245 800 and the ACT 406 700.

This data can be summarised in a table by placing the dates, population and number of seats along the top
as column headings, with the names of the states as labels for the rows. This would create something similar
to TABLE 1.

TABLE 1 Comparison of population and House of
Representatives seats, 1901 and 2018

1901 2018

Population Seats Population Seats

NSW 1350000 26 7890 000 47

Victoria 1 200 000 23 6270 000 38

Queensland 498000 9 4970 000 30

South Australia 363 000 7 1720 000 10

Western Australia 184 000 5 2670 000 16

Tasmania 172 000 5 521000 5

Northern Territory 245 800 2

ACT 406700 3

Total 3767 000 75 24693 500 151

Note: 2018 figures represent total number of seats to be contested from
2017 onwards.
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We can now use the table to analyse and interpret the data.
1. As the total number of seats in the lower house has doubled since 1901, why hasn’t the number of

seats in each state simply doubled?
The number of seats has not doubled for each state because the states have grown at different rates.

The population of Australia is more than six times larger than it was in 1901, but the parliament is not
six times larger. The number of seats per state is proportionate to the population of the state.

2. Compare New South Wales’ proportion of the total population in 1901 with that in 2018. Has the state
maintained, increased or decreased its share of the seats in the House of Representatives? Explain your
response.
New South Wales had a little more than a third of Australia’s population in 1901 and just over a

third of the seats. Today New South Wales has just under a third of Australia’s population with just
under a third of the seats, so it has maintained a proportion appropriate to its population.

3. Which state has experienced the greatest increase in its share of the number of seats since 1901? Why
has this occurred?
Queensland has experienced the greatest increase in its share of seats because of the rate at which

its population has grown since 1901.
4. The number of seats in Tasmania has not increased despite an increase in population. Why is this?

The Constitution dictates that no state can have less than five seats in the House of Representatives,
so Tasmania had more than its proportional ‘fair share’ in 1901. Tasmania’s population has not grown
enough to justify any additional seats.

5. Which state has the largest average population per electorate? Which state has the smallest average
population per electorate?
Western Australia has an average population of 166 875 per electorate (2 670 000 divided by 16),

while Tasmania has an average population of 104 200 per electorate (521 000 divided by 5).

19.7.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise your skills.

19.7 ACTIVITIES
1. Draw up a table using the following data:

In the 2013 election, Labor won 55 seats, the Coalition won 90 seats, and the Greens retained their one
seat. Two new parties, Palmer United Party and Katter’s Australian Party, each won a seat in Queensland,
and two independents were also elected.
In 2016 in the House of Representatives, Labor won 69 seats, the Liberal–National coalition won 76 seats,
the Greens won one seat, the Nick Xenophon Team (now Centre Alliance) won one seat, Katter’s Australian
Party won one seat, and independents won two seats.

2. Now practise your analysing skills by using your table to answer the following questions.
(a) Under the principle of majority rule, what was the actual majority of the Coalition over all other parties?
(b) How many seats did the Coalition lose in the 2016 election compared with the 2013 election?
(c) How many seats did the Labor Party gain in the 2016 election?
(d) What is the size of the majority won by the Liberal–National coalition in 2016?
(e) By the time of the 2019 election, the Coalition was a minority government, with 74 seats to Labor’s 69,

and 7 cross-benchers. Assuming the cross-benchers retained their seats, how many seats would the
Coalition have had to win from Labor to form government in their own right?

(f) Who won the 2019 election? Did they win a majority in their own right, or have they had to rely on
cross-bench members?
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