
19.9 Review
19.9.1 Key knowledge summary
19.2 Australia’s political parties• Political parties are groups of people who share similar opinions and values. Parties compete at

election time, each hoping to win enough seats in parliament to form government.• Major political parties include the Australian Labor Party, The Liberal Party of Australia, the National
Party and the Australian Greens.• Many minor parties have participated in the political process in recent years. These are often centred
on one high-profile individual.• In some electorates, independent members have been elected, usually with a high local profile and
strong local community support.• Minor party members and independent members are not part of the government or Opposition, and sit
on the cross-benches in both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

19.3 Voting and the federal electoral process• The Australian electoral system is based on the principles of universal adult suffrage, secret ballot,
compulsory voting, regular elections, and preferential and proportional voting systems based on
single-member and multi-member electorates.• Our systems of voting are designed to reflect the will of the voters. This happens through preferential
voting, which ensures that the candidate who is preferred by the majority of voters is likely to be
elected. Proportional representation is also designed to return candidates who have the greatest support
from the greatest number of voters.• Elections in Australia occur on a Saturday. Voting takes place in polling centres, where individuals
present in person, identify themselves, receive ballot papers, fill in their preferences on these papers
and place them in the designated ballot boxes.

19.4 Influencing your vote• All those standing for election will conduct political campaigns in order to influence voters to support
them.• Campaigns can include debates by party leaders, as well as public appearances and advertising
campaigns.

19.5 After the election — the formation of government• Counting of votes commences immediately after polling centres close on election day.• Counting of House of Representatives votes occur first, with results communicated to Divisional
Returning Officers to be totalled for each electorate. If a candidate fails to gain more than 50 per cent
of first preference votes, preferences from other candidates are distributed until a candidate achieves
more than 50 per cent.• Television channels often run programs on election night, providing viewers with updates on the
progress of the vote count.• Senate vote counting follows the counting of lower house votes. This can be a long process, as
preferences have to be distributed amongst all those candidates who have not achieved a quota on first
preferences.• Following the vote count, a party or coalition of parties that wins a majority in the House of
Representatives becomes the government, its leader becomes Prime Minister, and its leading members
become government ministers.• The largest party not elected to government becomes the Opposition, its leader is leader of the
Opposition, and other leading members become shadow ministers.
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19.6 The role of the prime minister and Cabinet• The prime minister and Cabinet have an important role to play in developing policies and making
decisions on behalf of Australians. Different areas are divided into portfolios, which are managed by
frontbenchers (senior members of parliament).• Backbenchers also have a role to play in policy development as they will often be approached directly
by voters with concerns on particular issues.• Governments often set up inquiries and policy reviews to examine areas of interest or concern, in order
to gain public feedback on an issue, and to receive recommendations for future action.

19.9.2 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

19.9 ACTIVITIES
Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:
Content to come

1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has
your learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

eWorkbook Reflection (doc-xxxxx)

Crossword (doc-xxxxx)

Interactivity Choosing a government crossword (int-5435)

KEY TERMS
Australian Electoral Commission an independent body that was set up to organise and run elections in

Australia
coalition an alliance between two or more political parties, formed to improve their chances of winning an

election and forming government
eligible voters Australian citizens who are over 18 years old and are on the electoral roll, which is an official

register of voters
formal votes a ballot paper that has been filled out correctly
informal votes a ballot paper that has not been filled out correctly and therefore will not be counted
portfolio an area of responsibility given to a minister, such as health, education or defence
private members’ bills bills which are proposed by members of the House of Representatives on their own

behalf rather than on behalf of the government
quota in the Senate, refers to the share of votes required to be elected. It is calculated using the total number of

votes cast and the number of vacancies to be filled.
scrutineer a representative of a parliamentary candidate who attends the counting of votes to ensure the count

is fair
suffrage or franchise refers to the right to vote
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