
22.8 SkillBuilder: Questioning and research
22.8.1 Tell me
What are the steps in carrying out research?

FIGURE 1 How to
carry out your own
research

Develop a series of

specific questions that

will help guide your

research in the appropriate

direction, and help you

determine the information

you need.

Identify and understand

the general task you are

attempting to complete.

Locate appropriate

sources of that

information.

Record relevant

information from

a range of sources.

Present the

information in a

relevant form.

Carrying out effective research involves an organised process of identifying
your research issue, developing specific questions to explore the issue, then
finding sources of information to answer your questions.

The steps in FIGURE 1 can provide a useful guide for your research process.

22.8.2 Show me
Imagine you have been asked to investigate Australia’s trade with China. You
need to find out details of the major imports and exports between the two
countries and any recent changes that have occurred in the trade relationship.
1. Your first step is to clearly identify the essential task. This could be

expressed as: ‘Prepare a report on Australia’s trade with China. Include
details of the major exports and imports, recent trends in our trade
relationship with that country, and the value of this trade to the
Australian economy.’

2. Now break this down into a series of more specific questions. These could
include:
a. What are Australia’s major exports to China?
b. What are the values and/or percentages of these exports?
c. What are our major imports from China?
d. How are these imports broken down, from most important to

least important?
e. Which areas of trade have been growing most rapidly over the past

few years, and which have been in decline?
f. How does trade with China affect the Australian economy? What

are the benefits, and what are the disadvantages?
3. The next step is to locate appropriate sources. By entering the search term

‘Australian trade with China’ in your favourite search engine, you will be
presented with a number of sources. Look for reliable sources relevant to
your area of research. In investigating Australia’s trade relationships, the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) website would be a
highly reputable source.

4. A Wikipedia entry is often found at or near the top of the list of sources, and many students will be
familiar with this resource. There is no problem with using Wikipedia as one of your sources — so
long as you remember that it is not always reliable, and any information gathered from Wikipedia
should always be checked against another source to make sure it is accurate. To help ensure that your
information is correct, it is a good idea to use at least two sources to answer each question.

5. Keep your questions beside you as you read each source, and note the location of material that
provides answers. You can select and print some text, and then highlight those sentences or paragraphs
that provide answers to your questions. Sometimes a complete answer to a question may be found in
several places in a piece of text. Be sure to highlight all relevant text, and indicate with a number
which question the information answers.

6. When you are satisfied that you have found the answers to all the questions, you need to write the
answers in order, making sure to use your own words as much as possible. You can then use the
answers to present your information in the required form. This may be a report to the rest of the class,
an essay to be marked by your teacher, a PowerPoint or Keynote presentation, or any other format that
is appropriate.
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22.8.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activity to practise your skills.

22.8 ACTIVITY
Using the process in the Show me section and FIGURE 1 as a model, research and prepare a report on Australia’s
trade with one of these Asian countries: Japan, South Korea, India, Singapore or Thailand. Your report should
include details of goods and services traded, recent trends or changes in that trade, and the importance of that
trade to the Australian economy.
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