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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

Below is a full list of the digital resources available in Topic 1. When you see these icons throughout the topic, 
access your learnON format to find resources that will support your learning and deepen your understanding.

1.1 Overview
 Video eLesson

 •  Learning English: What’s in it for me? (eles-4135)

1.2 What’s in it for you?
 eWorkbook

 •  1.2 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-2991)
 •  1.2 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-2992)
 •  1.2 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-2993)

1.3 Having fun with English
 Weblink

 • Archaic words

 eWorkbook
 •  1.3 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-2994)
 •  1.3 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-2995)
 •  1.3 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-2996)

1.4 Review
 Interactivity

 •  Key terms crossword (int-8135)

To access these online resources and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses to every 
question, plus a pre-test, select your learnON format at www.jacplus.com.au.
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1 Why learn English?
1.1    Overview
1.1.1 It’s not just about reading books
Why do you need English? You can already read and write, so why do you need to learn anything else? You might 
think English is boring, or maybe you love it. Either way, you’re going to need essential English skills throughout 
your life, in ways you might not realise.

English isn’t just about browsing a library or looking at books that don’t interest you. It’s about building your worldly 
knowledge. More than just reading, it’s watching films and TV shows, talking to people around you and listening to 
podcasts. It’s even involved when checking your social media. English impacts all areas of your life and will also 
help you in other subject areas.

English is a weird and wonderful thing that lots of people have worked together to create, and it’s worth 
understanding so that you can contribute to the journey.

Before we start – what are some of the thoughts you have about English already?
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STARTER QUESTIONS

 1. List three ideas you have about English based on your own experiences.

Idea 1: 

 

Idea 2: 

 

Idea 3: 

 

 2. What do you hope to learn about while studying English this year? Describe or draw this in the space below. 
(Hint – you might want to have a look at the topics we’ll be covering in this title for some ideas.)

Resources

Video eLesson Learning English: What’s in it for me? (eles-4135)

Watch this video to hear about why you need  
English skills in your life.
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  1.2     What’s in it for you? 
  1.2.1  Why you need English   skills 
 You’re probably not going to end up being an English teacher or a writer unless that’s your real passion – but you 
still need English skills. Have a look at just a few of the ways people use English in their everyday lives.    
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Resources

eWorkbook   1.2 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-2991), 1.2 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-2992),  
1.2 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-2993)

Negotiating with parents
to get out of chores

Reading excessively
long posts on the internet

Organising stuff like
a grown-up

Giving an epic presentation
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1.2.2 The importance of language skills in jobs and trades
In the past, if English wasn’t for you it didn’t matter too much. However, today it’s essential that your language skills 
are up to scratch. Have a look at just a few of the many ways that people use English in different professions.

Let’s take a minute to understand the following activity boxes. You’ll find these tasks throughout this resource and 
they will help you to understand and practise the skills you’ve learned.

The Level 1 boxes are for when you’re first having a go. The Level 2 boxes are for when you’re feeling more 
confident. The Level 3 boxes are for when you want to try something a bit harder.

You might also find some Hungry for more? boxes – those are for when you’re, well, hungry for more!

1.2 Activities
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(a) (b) (c) (e) (g)

(h)

(i)

(j) (k) (l)

1.2 Level 1

 1. Identify one way that you have used English today.

 

 

 

 2. Choose one of the images in the illustration above and list some of the words the person might be using to 
communicate in that situation.

Description of image chosen: 

 

 

Words they might be using: 
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1.2 Level 2

 3. Describe three ways you have used English in your daily life without realising it at the time.

Way #1: 

 

Way #2: 

 

Way #3: 

 4. Think of another profession that hasn’t been shown in the illustration in section 1.2.2 and describe (or draw in 
a notebook) how someone with that job might use English.

 

 

 

1.2 Level 3

 5. Describe the different ways that you might use English in the following situations:

 a. Playing sport: 

 b. Buying food at the supermarket: 

 c. Visiting grandparents or older family members: 

 d. Bumping into a friend from primary school: 
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1.3    Having fun with English
1.3.1 Does English have to be boring?
Nope. Just think about some of the funniest things you’ve ever said – probably English. Think about the best 
comedian or most interesting influencer – a lot of them are probably communicating in English. What about a 
favourite movie or TV show? How do you understand and follow them so you know what’s going on? You get the 
idea. English is a super varied language which has endless possibilities; it’s just about how creative you are.

Take a moment to think about how creative language can be with the example below. Say the words out loud to 
help you understand.

If you put all of these sounds together, you can spell the word ‘fish’ as ‘ghoti’. Silly, right? 
But according to the rules of English, it makes sense. Now, people aren’t going around 
spelling ‘ghoti’, but they are saying ‘OK’, something you probably say all the time. This 
phrase comes from the exact same set of rules that created ghoti. A while back, someone 
made a joke that ‘all correct’ should be spelled ‘oll korrekt’, which got shortened to OK, and 
it just stuck.

Do you still feel that English might not be for you? That’s OK. It doesn’t mean that the English language isn’t worth 
your time, though. With a bit of practise, it can be a lot of fun.
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 6. You already have a lot of skills in using English. More than you probably realise. List some of the ways 
you might have picked up these skills. Consider the people you know, the things you’ve done and the 
experiences you’ve had.

 

 

 

 

 

Original word Pronunciation Odd sounds

enough or tough e-nuff or tuff gh = f

women wi-men o = i

nation or motion nay-shun or mo-shun ti = sh

Resources

Weblink Archaic words

eWorkbook 1.3 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-2994), 1.3 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-2995), 
1.3 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-2996)
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1.3 Activities
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1.3 Level 1

 1. Write a list of the things you enjoy in life that use the English language. You can include anything at all!

 

 

 

 

 2. Choose one thing from the list you made in question 1 and try to describe how it makes you feel. Use any 
words that you like.

 

 

 

 

1.3 Level 2

 3. a. Read the quote by David Burge again. Read it out loud. ‘Yes, English can be weird. It can be understood 
through tough thorough thought, though.’ Quite a mouthful, isn’t it? Look up each of those ‘T’ words 
in a dictionary and write their meaning down in your own words (you don’t have to copy out the entire 
meaning).

Through

Tough 

Thorough 

Thought 

Though 
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1.3 Level 3

 4. Look back at the ghoti example in section 1.3.1. Choose another word and find a different way of spelling it 
using the ‘odd’ sounds in the word. It should look quite strange when you’re done. You could try this activity 
with a partner.

Original word: 

Odd sounds: 

 

 

 

New way of spelling word: 

 5. In your own words, explain why you think studying English can be fun.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 Hungry for more?

 1. a. Find old words which we don’t really use anymore, like dysania or ultracrepidarian, and try to use them 
a little bit in your conversations. Use the Archaic words weblink to help your search. Write down three 
potential words and their meanings.

 b. Choose one of the words and use it in a sentence. Read the sentence to a classmate and see if they can 
guess what the word means.

 b. Now write down what you think the quote is trying to say. You can write it in any way that makes sense to 
you.
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  1.4     Review 
  1.4.1  Key points to remember 

  1.2  What’s in it for you?  
     •  English is about more than reading books; it’s about building your worldly 

knowledge and learning skills that will help you in your life. 
     •  You use English skills every day in many situations, even if you don’t realise it. 
     •  Every single job you can think of doing will require the skills you learn in English. 

That’s right –  all  the jobs.     

  1.3  Having fun with English  
     •  Studying and using English doesn’t have to be boring. Have fun with it! Be bold, 

imaginative and creative. 
     •  English can have some weird rules, but with practice you’ll get the hang of it. 
     •  Learning English skills  is  worth your time.     
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  1.4.2  Refl ection 
     1.  Now that you’ve read this topic, how are you feeling about learning English this year? Describe or draw your 

thoughts below. Remember, there is no correct answer here, just be honest.  

     2.  Think of just one word to describe your thoughts about learning English this year. An example might be 
curious . Share your answer with a partner or with the class. Got more than one word? Great! Write those down 
as well. 

 Your word(s):  

Resources

Interactivity   Key terms crossword (int-8135)
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