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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

Below is a full list of the digital resources available in Topic 2. When you see these icons throughout the topic, 
access your learnON format to �nd resources that will support your learning and deepen your understanding.

2.1 Overview
 Video eLesson

 • Reading: fun times with your brain (eles-4237)

2.2 Genres
 eWorkbook

 • 2.2 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6652) 
 • 2.2 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6653) 
 • 2.2 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6654)

 Interactivity 
 • What should I read? (int-8172)

2.3 What you can learn by reading
 Audio 

 • Fearless and fantastic (aud-0366)

 eWorkbook
 • 2.3 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6655) 
 • 2.3 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6656) 
 • 2.3 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6657)

2.4 Reading creatively
 Audio 

 • The Fire Thief book review (aud-0367)

 eWorkbook
 • 2.4 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6658) 
 • 2.4 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6659) 
 • 2.4 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6660)

2.6 SkillBuilder: Reading widely
 Video eLesson

 • Reading widely (eles-4238)

 Interactivity 
 • Reading widely (int-8173)

2.7 Review
 Interactivity 

 • Key terms crossword (int-8136)

To access these online resources and receive immediate, corrective feedback and sample responses to every 
question, plus a pre-test, select your learnON format at www.jacplus.com.au.
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2 Reading for enjoyment
2.1    Overview
2.1.1 Read what you want
Here’s a list of things you should read:

 • literally anything.

No one will ever be able to tell you what to read. You can get recommendations, thoughts, loves and hates from 
others, but you can never really be told what you’re going to enjoy reading — because you are individual.

At the end of the day, just read. Read and read and read until your mind is full, and then read some more. Why? 
Because it’s going to help your brain grow, because you’re going to learn interesting things to talk about, and 
because once you get the basics down and �nd things you enjoy, reading is great fun. Let’s get something straight — 
reading also means listening to audiobooks and podcasts (see more on this in Topic 7).

Resources

Video eLesson Reading: fun times with your brain (eles-4237)
  Watch this video to learn about why reading  

is awesome.

STARTER QUESTIONS

 1. How do you feel when you think about reading? You might like to draw your feelings.
 2. How often do you read on a scale of 1–10 (1 being hardly ever and 10 being every chance you get)?
 3. What sorts of things have you read in the last week? Add more options if you like.

Magazine Social media post Timetable Videogame dialogue

Poetry Novel Letter Recipe

Street signs Fan�ction Textbook Instructions

 4. What kinds of things would you like to read more often?
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  2.2       Genres 
  2.2.1  What are you in the mood for? 
 There are two major   categories   for   books.   Fiction  is all the made-up stuff, while   non-fi ction  is   real-life. These are 
then broken into  genres  and  sub-genres . Keep in mind that this isn't a complete list, but rather a taster of what's 
out there for you to discover.    

 Non-� ction is the perfect place to learn about other cultures, people and places, how to do things, what happened 
throughout history and much, much more. There are non-� ction books for every interest and every age group and 
many are also available as audiobooks.  

NON-FICTION

Travel
A chance to learn a bit more 
about the history, geography 
and culture of a place you may 
be visiting (and could help you 

The account of a 
person’s life and 
their story. A 
biography has 
been written by 
someone else.

Autobiography/Biography 

An account of 
events based 
upon personal 
experience.

Memoir

A person’s
personal

their life
experiences.

Diary

Often a guide breaking 
down the different 
interpretations of 
an art piece.

Art

books are written by experts to 
help us understand how other 
people have dealt with them
in the past.

Self-help

Ranging from
textbooks to
historical
accounts.

History

Detailed stories
based upon
forensic reports.

True crime

1 2 3

‘How-to’ guides
and detailed
breakdowns.

Instruction manuals

Learning more 
about your body 
and what choices 
you can make to 
live a healthier 
lifestyle.

Health int-8172 
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Often a
detective will
be following
clues, just
like you.

Mystery
The retelling of events, 
sometimes using 

Suspense
You never know what’s 
going to happen next.

Many sub-genres:
dystopian or
utopian, cyber/
steampunk,
or contemporary.

A journey or quest with
obstacles along
the way.

Action and adventure

This could be a caper
(just one person)
or a heist
(a group of
apeople).

Crime Drama
Lots of emotions, 

in the world and 
making friends

and spooky
supernatural
creatures.

Horror

How our world might be
different if some big event had
happened or if someone made
a different decision in our past.

Alternate history

This is a collection
of stories or works
by an author.

Anthology

FICTION

These are classic
stories, and almost
always have a
key message.

FairytalePoetry
An expression of 
the poet’s 
thoughts and 
feelings on 
different topics. 

Often a romance or
adventure story
involving teenagers.

Young Adult
Lots of action,
suspense, and
edge-of-your-
seat reading.

Thriller

Coming-of-age
Exploring relationships
and other big 
issues for 
teenagers.

Stories for young
children.

Children’s lit

Usually featuring 
leading female 
characters and 
focusing on issues 
important to women.

Lots of options
here including
the urban,
contemporary or
high fantasy sub-genres.

Fantasy

A romance 
story with
supernatural
themes.

Paranormal romance
Love, relationships,
the lot.

Romance

Lots of monsters
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2.2 Activities

2.2 Level 1

 1. Do you prefer fiction or non-fiction? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 2. Which of the genres mentioned in this subtopic have you read?

 

 

 

 3. Do you have a favourite genre? What is it about that genre that you like?

 

 

 

 4. Pick one of the genres mentioned (or another one that you know of) and design a book cover for a new 
release. It might be a book you’ve made up, or a book version of a TV show you’re familiar with. 
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2.2 Level 2

 5. Pick one (or a couple) of the genres mentioned in this subtopic and name as many stories or books as you 
can that fall within that genre.

 

 

 

 

 6. Pick two contrasting (opposite) genres and explain who the intended audience would be for each, and why 
you think this is.

 

 

 

 

 7. Think of a text or a book of any type or length that you enjoyed reading (or that someone read to you).

Name: 

Genre: 

 a. Describe what you liked so much about it.

 b. How did you feel when you were reading it (or listening to it)?
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 c. Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not?

 8. Select two different genres. They can be similar to each other, or very different.

 a. Pick one feature that really interests you in each genre.

 b. Combine the two features into one new genre and give it a new title (you might combine the names of the 
two original genres into one word or invent a totally new name).

 c. Create a brief idea for a story set in this new genre. Just a few sentences to give a broad idea.

20 Jacaranda English 7

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

Create a brief idea for a story set in this new 

UNCORRECTED 

Create a brief idea for a story set in this new 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 

PAGE 
 and give it a new title (you might combine the names of the 

PAGE 
 and give it a new title (you might combine the names of the 

two original genres into one word or invent a totally new name).

PAGE 
two original genres into one word or invent a totally new name).

PROOFS

PROOFS

PROOFS

PROOFS

PROOFS



2.2 Hungry for more?

Choose a genre that you normally wouldn’t read and conduct some research to �nd recommendations on a title 
you could try. You can ask the internet, the library staff, friends or teachers for suggestions. Once you’ve picked a 
title, read the �rst page.

Has it grabbed your interest? What was it that hooked you?

If you didn’t like it, what are the reasons?

Do you want to continue reading it? If yes — go for it. If no — well, you tried something new. Now go �nd  
something else that does interest you and get stuck in.

Resources

eWorkbook 2.2 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6652), 2.2 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6653),  
2.2 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6654)

Interactivity What should I read? (int-8172)

2.2 Level 3

 9. Why do you think some stories are a mixture of genres? Can you think of an example of a story that blends 
genres? Write down its title, and the genres it combines.

 

 

 

 

 

 10. Summarise how reading makes you feel. Not just the books you have to read at school — any reading you 
do. Remember: there are many types of reading.
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2.3    What you can learn by reading
2.3.1 Your brain will love it
When you read, you get to imagine yourself doing amazing things without ever leaving your seat. It’s an opportunity 
to learn more about yourself as you build relationships with the characters, in your mind.

Someone who’s more obstreperous might say that you 
can learn all those things from watching TV, but you’re 
not watching actors do something in a book — you’re 
seeing characters think and grow and change. As  
sopori�c as a boring book might be, just �nd one that  
excites you.

A really great book can have you staying up half the 
night, unable to put it down. You become part of  
the story and experience everything along with the  
characters. Sometimes it can be hard to leave their world  
when the book ends.

Once you’ve assayed a sampling of different situations, you can start to bring them into the real world. These  
microcosms of life printed on a page are all based upon someone’s real-life experiences. You’re learning about the  
world from their point of view and relating it to what you know. 

Finally, you’ll be expanding your lexicon. As you read, you’ll learn so many new words and phrases, and you’ll get 
better at recognising the meanings of words based upon the context they’re in (what’s happening around them). 
Remember to always look up unfamiliar words or ask someone what they mean or how to pronounce them. It will 
make reading a much richer experience.
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  2.3.2  Reading’s lasting   legacy 
 Books are commonly considered to be a key source of personal growth. By empathising with the characters,   
readers ‘walk in their shoes’; as long as you’re reading a particular book, you’re living the characters’ lives in your     
imagination. But the  legacy  of this  endures    beyond the time you’re reading the book, because what you learned   
about living in different places and situations remains. So you can learn a lot about different cultures and societies   
without leaving your couch.  

 Read the passage below. What have you learned about this narrator’s childhood by walking in their shoes?  

Fearless and fantastic  by Brian Napack 

My English grandfather had a million stories, and even more adventures. He was fearless and fantastic. For a few 
weeks every summer, my grandparents’ house in Thames Ditton (not too far from Oxford) was the launch pad and 
Grandpa’s white VW Beetle was our rocket ship. Fueled by shepherd’s pie and lemonade, we raced around the 
English countryside looking for adventure and glory.

“Come on, Stick-in-the-Mud, let's see if this car can � oat!”
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2.3 Activities

2.3 Level 1

 1. Describe or draw your perfect reading place. It could be one that exists already, or a space you’d love to 
have. You can include whatever you like. Add labels to your drawing to explain it.

 2. If you were to design a house for yourself, what would your private library look like? Would it be part of a 
wider entertainment space? Explain.
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 3. Identify one or more things that you have learned from reading a book.

 

 

 

 

 

 4. Identify one or more things that you would like to learn by reading a book.

 

 

 

 

 

2.3 Level 2

 5. Look at the last image in section 2.3.1 showing the de�nitions for some of the more dif�cult words in the 
topic. Use one of the words in a sentence about reading.

 

 

 

 

 

 6. Describe what you would like to read next. Which genre would you like it to be? What elements would you 
like it to have?
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2.3 Hungry for more?

 1. Find a book that you’ve loved, and do a bit of research about the author. What do you think inspired them to 
write that book? How do you think their life in�uenced the writing? What things from their life experience can 
you �nd in the book?

 2. Keep a journal of all the new words you learn from reading over a week. Your reading source can be  
textbooks, articles, novels or something else – it’s up to you.

Resources

eWorkbook 2.3 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6655), 2.3 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6656),  
2.3 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6657)

2.3 Level 3

 8. In your own words, summarise some of the bene�ts reading can bring.

 

 

 

 

 9. Describe a situation where someone could use something they learned in a book in their everyday life.

 

 

 

 

 7. Describe what you do when you come across an unfamiliar word when reading: which word attack strategies 
help you work out what it means? If you’re not sure, your teacher could suggest something you could do.
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2.4    Reading creatively
2.4.1 Showing the love
Just like with any art form, you can respond to an author’s work creatively. This means you can use what you 
gained from your connection with the art to create something yourself. You might be inspired to write your own 
story, draw pictures, try out song lyrics or simply share the story with your friends.

If you love something — whether it’s a magazine, a book, a webcomic, anything — you are automatically invited to 
respond creatively. You could…

When you read something that engages you, you often see the events unfolding in your imagination — a bit like an 
internal movie that only you can see.

When you get pulled into a great story, you often imagine that you are part of it, and feel real emotions for the 
characters. That’s why sometimes there is a sense of loss when you �nish a great book or a series. Just look at how 
many fans dress up as their favourite characters. The love is real!
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   Fan� ction 
Fanfi ction  is � ction written by a fan of a series, placing existing characters into original situations. It applies to � lm 
and TV as well as books. Fan� ction can be a springboard for your own   writing as it  incorporates  some known   
elements (the way characters look, act and relate to each other) into imagined plotlines. Working with existing   
elements can make it easier to start writing, because you already know the key information. There is no limit to what 
these characters can do in your own version of the series.   

 Fan   mail: letters to the     author 
 Many readers write  letters to the author  of a book they like, to tell them how much they enjoyed it. Before the 
internet, this fan mail was written on paper and sent through the post. These days, it’s often in the form of emails, 
a comment on a website or on social media, or a response to a blog post (see Topic 5 for more on responding 
through electronic platforms). 

 What goes into a letter to the author? There are no set rules, although logical information includes stating what 
you love about the book, what you wonder about the book (especially if it’s a series — what will happen in the 
next volume?) and maybe a suggestion for where the author could take the characters or plot. It could also include 
questions about where the author got their inspiration for a character or a character’s motives (why they behave in 
a certain way). All of these things show that a reader has engaged with the book, and it has stimulated their interest 
and imagination. 

 Book   clubs 
 Many people join book clubs to share their reading experience. Book clubs vary in their set-up: some read speci� c 
genres, some target speci� c age groups or gender and others share books the participants have been reading 
independently. Whatever the form of the book group, the outcome of discussing the book (its characters, settings, 
plot and other factors) is central to the sharing experience. Joining a book club can be a great motivator to making 
reading a pleasurable habit, as well as a way to make new friends.   

 Book   reviews 
 Books which are  commercially published  often have reviews written about them. The two main   purposes of   
a review are to  critique  the book — say what is good and bad about it; and to provide potential readers with     
information that helps them decide if it’s a good � t for them — by detailing enough of the contents to  whet their   
appetite , while   withholding  spoilers , like how it ends. As with movie and   restaurant reviews, many books are rated   
with a 5-star rating, with 5 being the best and 1 being the worst.  

 Have a look at this review:  

The Fire Thief  by Terry Deary.

In this hilarious spin on Greek mythology, Terry Deary makes the reader snort out loud like only he can. The unique 
style of adding extra notes at the bottom of the page to give extra information helps the reader enjoy the fast-paced 
story without slowing it down, but also allows you to learn more about the characters and their world if you want to. 
A great addition is also the list of characters at the end; if you ever get confused, you can just � ick to the last few 
pages and remind yourself of who’s who (but make sure you don’t accidentally spoil the ending!).

4.5 stars
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2.4 Activities

2.4 Level 1

 1. List three ways that you would like to respond to something you’ve enjoyed. You could include some things 
already mentioned and also add your own.

 

 

 

 2. Have you ever felt satis�ed, sad or any other emotion, when �nishing a book or series? What was the  
reason? If not, why do you think someone would feel that way?

 

 

 

 3. Read the book review in section 2.4.1. State one thing the reviewer likes about the book. What in the review 
tells you this?

 

 

 

 4. Think of a scene from a book you’ve read and draw the internal movie that you saw while reading.
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2.4 Level 2

 5. Write a letter to the author of something you have enjoyed reading. Let them know all of the things you like 
about their work, and how it makes you feel when you read it.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6. If you were going to write some fanfiction, what story or series would you base it on?

 

 

 

 7. Read the book review in section 2.4.1. Did it make you want to read the book? Discuss why or why not.
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2.4 Hungry for more?

Write some fanfiction based on your favourite series. Try writing it in the style of the series, and then in a different 
style: which one is more successful? Add illustrations.

Resources

eWorkbook 2.4 Level 1 worksheets (ewbk-6658), 2.4 Level 2 worksheets (ewbk-6659),  
2.4 Level 3 worksheets (ewbk-6660)

2.4 Level 3

 8. Imagine you started a book club with some friends. List three questions or topics you could discuss after 
reading a book.

 

 

 

 

 

 9. Explain why you think people like to respond to the stories they enjoy in the many ways mentioned in this 
subtopic.

 

 

 

 

 

 10. Discuss whether you think it’s acceptable to use someone else’s story to create fanfiction. Are there any 
rules that should apply?
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2.5    Topic project: Epic book review
Scenario
To help each other choose new things to read, your class will create book reviews based on stories that you’ve 
enjoyed. These won’t be long, boring descriptions of the plot though, these reviews will be surprising and 
entertaining.

Task
Research unique ways to review books or hold a brainstorm session. Then create an original, unexpected review to 
help others choose their next great read. Your review can be about a novel, a comic, a graphic novel, an audiobook 
or anything that you’ve enjoyed reading or listening to.

Process
 1. Choose which title (book or story) you will review.
 2. Conduct an initial brainstorm session to write down any thoughts, feelings or images you have when you think 

about reading that book. If any particular scenes left an impression, write that down too. How did you feel 
towards certain characters? What was the mood of the story? The idea here is to get an overall feel for your 
experience with the book, not just a description of what happened.

 3. Think of some different ways to present your review. Internet research will supply many ideas and some are 
listed below:
 • Make a series of listicles. For example: Reasons why  is a great character; The amazing 

settings in ; Emotions I felt while reading .
 • Create a �ctional Q&A session with a character where you discuss their journey in the story. What were 

their challenges, what did they learn? This can be especially interesting if you don’t choose the main  
character. Supporting characters are often very interesting and could provide a different perspective on 
events. Avoid spoilers though.

 • Create a book review blog. This could be done as a series of entries where each one describes what you 
feel in different parts of the book, or where each one tackles a different aspect of the book. For example, 
character, setting, plot, mood...

 • Make comparisons to other books or movies. For example, if you liked Matilda, you’ll love  
for the following reasons…

 • Create a series of Instagram-style posts where you express your feelings about the story using images or 
even your facial expressions or emojis.

 • Create a comic.
 • Record a podcast or vlog where you discuss the best parts of the book. Keep it unique by relating the book 

to your own life and speaking in your own style, which won’t necessarily be the style of the book.
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 4. Plan out your review. Be careful not to include spoilers that will ruin the story for others. Write any text you’ll 
be including and draw, photograph or �nd images.

 5. Put all your information together in an interesting and fun way. Could you have envelopes where people have 
to unfold and read letters to �nd out the details? Perhaps a poster, or a visual display? There are so many 
options to choose from.

 6. Display your reviews in the classroom and have a session where you can browse through them. If someone 
inspired you to try a book, let them know. It feels good to share a story you love with others.

2.6    SkillBuilder: Reading widely

Why is it important to read widely?
If reading is fun and helps your brain, imagine what reading a wider variety 
of materials can do for you. Reading widely means trying new text types, 
genres, authors and formats and can lead to new interests and a greater 
love for reading.

Select your learnON format to access:
 • an explanation of the skill (Tell me)
 • a video and step-by-step process to develop the skill (Show me)
 • an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
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2.7    Review
2.7.1 Key points to remember
2.2 Genres

 • Get reading! There’s a genre for every interest.

2.3 What you can learn by reading
 • Anything and everything — so what are you waiting for?

2.4 Reading creatively
 • Go on, �nd something that will engage, entertain, teach, inspire and 

challenge you. Then �nd ways to show how much you loved it.

2.7 Activities

2.7 Review
Go to www.jacplus.com.au and access your learnON format to complete the review questions. A post-test is also 
available to determine how your knowledge and skills have improved since starting this topic.

2.7.2 Re�ection
Now that you know more about reading purely for fun, take a moment to think about what this topic has  
taught you.

 1. What did you learn that surprised you?

 

 

 

 2. Has your opinion of reading changed? How do you feel when you think about it now?

 

 

 

 3. What genre of book do you think you might try next? Explain your response.
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Glossary 

blog a website that is like a diary or journal; short for weblog
brainstorm a thinking and planning session to produce ideas and ways of solving problems
commercially published when something is published and advertised by a company or individual and made 
available to the public to purchase
comparison �nding similarities between two or more things
contrasting �nding differences between two or more things
critique a detailed analysis and assessment of something
endures remains in existence; lasts a long time
engages able to attract and keep someone’s attention and interest
fanfiction stories involving popular �ctional characters that are written by fans and often posted on the internet
fiction literature in the form of prose, especially novels, that describes imaginary events and people
genre a style or category of entertainment
incorporate to include something (or parts of it) into a larger piece
legacy something that happens or exists as a result of things that happened at an earlier time
listicle a piece of writing or other content presented in the form of a list
non-fiction writing that is informative or factual rather than �ctional
recommendation a suggestion to try something because it is good or suitable
Q&A session when questions are asked and answers are given
respond to do something in reaction to something else
spoilers details that give away what happens in a story, often the ending
sub-genre a smaller genre that �ts into a larger, overarching genre
vlog a blog (weblog) that contains video content
whet your appetite a saying which means that someone’s interest has been awakened — like smelling a  
delicious meal when you’re hungry

Resources

Interactivity Key terms crossword (int-8136)
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