
1 HASS concepts and skills
1.1  Key concepts in HASS
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

1.1.1 Overview
Welcome to Year 10! By now, you will have gained a broader understanding of the world around you and how 
you �t into that world for your studies of HASS. You will also have developed the skills needed to further 
investigate these things. In Year 10, you will re�ne your skills and deepen your ability to research and form 
strong, evidence-based conclusions.

Think back to the analogy from Year 9, that compares learning the vital HASS skills with swimming. To 
continue that analogy into Year 10, you are now at the point where you can swim in a race or swim at the 
beach without a parent watching your every move. You may need to check with your coach or the lifeguard 
every once in a while, but you are at the stage when your basic swimming skills are sound and can be 
developed independently. That means one thing: practice.

The same applies to your HASS inquiry skills. You may need to check some things with your teacher, but 
overall you are able to forge ahead and investigate the world and other things that are of interest to you. Like 
any skill, however, you also have to practise.

FIGURE 1  This is a year to practise and re�ne your skills.

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic (ewbk-5995)
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1.1.2  Key concepts in Year 10 HASS 
 Let’s have a look at what you will be speci� cally learning in Year 10. Remember everything you learn in 
HASS can be interconnected and you can use what you learn in one context and apply it to the others. For 
example, you can look at the civil rights movement for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and see 
how this movement changed the Australian Constitution. 

 You will also see that in Year 10 you are investigating more issues related speci� cally to Australia, both 
national and on a global level. This is designed to help you understand the world around you on a larger scale. 

FIGURE 2 shows the HASS key concepts. You will know them well by now as you will have been learning about 
them in increasing detail from primary school to now. 

How do governments
intervene in the
economy?

What impacts on how
we buy things?

How are businesses
organised to improve
productivity and
economic conditions?

What are the key
features of Australia’s
system of government?

What does Australia do
at an international level
to help other countries,
including aid and
international agreements?

How have people
changed the
environment?

• Democracy
• Democratic values
• The Westminster system
• Justice
• Participation
• Rights and responsibilities

• Place
• Space
• Environment
• Interconnection
• Sustainability
• Scale
• Change

• Sources
• Evidence
• Continuity and change
• Cause and effect
• Perspectives
• Empathy
• Signi�cance
• Contestability

Civics and
Citizenship

Economics
and

Business

Geography

History

            • Scarcity
         • Making choices
    • Specialisation and trade
    • Interdependence
    • Allocation and markets
    • Economic performance
       and living standards

How are people
trying to fix damage
that has been done?

What does the High
Court do?

What are the threats to Australia’s
democracy and how can we
protect our democratic values?

How do people see their
environment and how
does this impact on how
they change it?

Why do some countries
have a high level of
wellbeing and some have
a low level of wellbeing?

How do governments try
and improve the
wellbeing of their
citizens?

How is human wellbeing
mapped?

What was life like
between WWI and WWII
and what caused WWII? 

How was Australia
impacted in WWII, both
on the Home Front and
in regards to foreign
relations?

How have the Holocaust
and the atomic bomb
changed the world?

How is income
distributed?

Why is the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
important and did Australia
play a role in developing it?

How has the international
Civil Rights Movement
changed life for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
 peoples today?

What are economic
indicators and how is
Australia’s economy
going?

How do economic
performance and
living standards link?

FIGURE 2  The main concepts in HASS for each subject
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 The subjects in HASS are all closely connected. For example, this year, you will explore some of the following 
connections. 

H
ow

 d
id

 t
he

 c
iv

il 
rig

ht
s 

m
ov

em
en

t 
im

p
ro

ve
th

e 
w

el
lb

ei
ng

 o
f A

us
tr

al
ia

’s
 A

b
or

ig
in

al
 a

nd
To

rr
es

  S
tr

ai
t 

Is
la

nd
er

 p
eo

p
le

s?

H
ow

 d
o A

ustralia’s international
contrib

utions im
p

rove the w
ellb

eing of
p

eop
le around

 the w
orld

?
How does upholding democratic

values enhance the living standards of people
in Australia?

How have Australia’s foreign relations since
WWII changed how Australia participates in
an international economy?

How has the Constitution
been changed by the

civil rights movement?

Geography
Civics
 and 

Citizenship

History
Economics 

and 
Business

H
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 living stand
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change how

 a country interacts
and
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p

roves its governm
ent?

FIGURE 3  The different subjects in HASS are all connected.
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1.2   Key skills in HASS 
1.2.1  What are the HASS skills? 

 The wonderful thing about learning about HASS is that just by attending class you are learning about the 
world around you. You are doing this by learning speci� c content in class and researching things that are of 
interest to you. To do this you use your HASS skills. Since primary school you have been using these skills to 
� nd out what you know, what you need to know and then � nding out the answers to � ll in your gaps. 

 In Year 9 it became more important to see that other people had their own viewpoints and understanding 
why they had these perspectives. It was also important to see how events and ideas can have an impact on 
something and how this change can affect everything else. 

 In Year 10 you will continue to re� ne these skills and get ready to utilise these skills in the various upper 
school HASS subjects. 

1.2.2  Questioning and researching
 When you are given an event or an issue to research the � rst thing you should do is plan 
what you need to do. Planning is important because it helps guide the rest of your research 
and helps you stick to a time limit. The � rst part of your plan should always be developing 
questions to answer. Again, the purpose of this is to help � gure out what you need to know 
to proceed with your task. It is really important to have relevant questions that will help 
guide your research. 

 Once you are happy with your questions you need to do some research. You need to 
research so that you can � nd information, but also to � nd sources that help prove any theories or ideas you 
may wish to communicate at the end of your project. As you will have learned in previous years, it is really 
important to � nd a variety of sources but also to ensure the information is reliable and valid — this brings us 
back to the importance of your questions. Really good questions make it easy to � nd good sources. 

Questioning
and 

researching

Questioning
and 

researching

Skill 1: Identifying
knowledge and
perspectives
Skill 2: Writing and
dissecting research
questions
Skill 3: Finding and
referencing primary
and secondary
sources

Analysing

Skill 4: Analysing
primary and
secondary sources
Skill 5: Identifying
and comparing
perspectives
Skill 6: Identifying
and explaining 
relationships
and patterns

Evaluating

Skill 7: Forming strong
conclusions based
on evidence
Skill 8: Proposing
plausible
explanations for
patterns and
relationships
Skill 9: Proposing
possible actions and
predicting their
outcomes

Communicating
and reflecting

Skill 10: Choosing 
appropriate
formats and
language
Skill 11: Developing 
strong evidence-
based discussions
and explanations
Skill 12: Re�ecting on
research
techniques and
�ndings

FIGURE 1  The HASS skills you will learn in year 10.
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  1.2.3  Analysing 
 Analysing sources is looking at the sources for information. In Year 10 you can’t just rely 
on a Wikipedia page (and as you know from previous years in HASS, you should never 
rely on  only  using a Wikipedia page) or an up-to-date encyclopedia entry (even though you 
can rely on it to be reliable as a published and fact-checked document). 

 This year, you will be expected to analyse a wider range of sources in more depth. This can 
be data, maps, photos and cartoons. The more sources you have, and the more thoroughly 
you analyse them to see how all of the parts of the issue form a bigger picture, the more 
thorough your analysis will be. 

  1.2.4  Evaluating 
 Evaluating is about examining your information and evidence and drawing solid conclusions 
based on the evidence at hand. Basically, you need to make a decision about what you think 
about what you have been asked to research. 

 You do this by gathering all your information and seeing how it matches up with your 
hypothesis. If there are any gaps or things you can’t explain, then go back and do a bit more 
research. A strong evaluation has lots of evidence to back it up. In fact, for every statement you 
make you should have a piece of evidence to solidify the statement. 

  1.2.5  Communicating and re� ecting 
 Communicating and re� ecting are important because you need to tell people what you 
learned. That’s the communicating part. A vital part of researching is re� ecting. This is 
when you look back at what you learned and how well you learned it. 

 If you think back on what you learned, it helps you think about the world and your place 
in the world. You re� ect on how you learned so that you can improve for the future. 
HASS inquiry skills are lifelong skills that you will use in your future jobs, at university 
or TAFE, but also every time you read a news headline. By consistently re� ecting on your 
learning processes you re� ne these skills until they become second nature. 

  1.2.6  HASS skills focus in Year 10 
 Once you have built these skills and become a more curious and independent researcher, you will be able 
to make choices about what interests you, what issues you want to be passionate about and how you � t into 
the world around you. These skills are what we call ‘transferable’ skills too. That means that they don’t just 
apply to HASS and related careers. The ability to think critically, consider the perspectives of other people and 
understand the world are very useful and sought after skills in the workplace, no matter what industry or type 
of job you want. 

 To return to our swimming analogy, remember that people learn to swim at different rates. Some of you will 
have learned these early swimming techniques easily while you were still in primary school, others of you 
might not feel con� dent in the water yet. The same applies to HASS skills. Others in your class might be ready 
to move on to swimming time trials, but if you’re not con� dent swimming out of your depth yet you should 
always ask for a little more coaching. For many of the tasks in this resource, you will � nd three different 
pathways or choices are supplied for the one task. 

     • Level 1 steps through a task in detail, step by step. It’s a ‘swimming lesson’ for those of you who might 
feel like your technique still needs more work. 

     •  Level 2 gives you some structure and help, perhaps some hints to re� ne your technique at the end of each lap. 

Analysing

Evaluating

Communicating
and

re�ecting
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 • Level 3 is for students who are ‘con�dent swimmers’ who feel that their technique is strong and they’d 
like to train more independently.

Some of you might easily breeze through a ‘level 3’ pathway in backstroke but need the support of a ‘level 1’ 
pathway in butter�y — the same applies to HASS skills. You might need more support with some skills, and 
less support with others. It’s about �nding the right balance of challenge to move you up to the next level. You 
can always ask for a little more coaching. For many of the tasks in this resource, you will �nd three different 
pathways or choices are supplied for the one task.

 • Level 1 steps through a task in detail, step by step. It’s a ‘swimming lesson’ for those of you who might 
feel like your technique still needs more work.

 • Level 2 gives you some structure and help, perhaps some hints to re�ne your technique at the end of each lap.
 • Level 3 is for students who are ‘con�dent swimmers’ who feel that their technique is strong and they’d 

like to train more independently.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

FIGURE 2  Your HASS skills will build in complexity across years 7-10.
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  1.3   SkillBuilder: Identifying knowledge and 
perspectives 
  1.3.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops 
your questioning and 
researching HASS skills.   Use 
this SkillBuilder at the start of 
your inquiry process. 

  1.3.2  Tell me 
 Once you know what you are 
researching, you need to think 
about what you already know. Write down as many things as you can think of about the topic. Do you have a 
view or opinion on this topic? Write that down as well. 

 An important part of your research in Year 10 HASS is thinking about what other people believe or feel about an 
issue too. Consider who else might have a view on this issue; write down any other perspectives that come to mind.  

  1.3.3  Show me 
 The point of this process is � nding out what you need to know to improve your understanding of the issue. 
This isn’t just about � lling in gaps in your factual knowledge, you should also investigate other people’s 
differing perspectives or views on the issue. 

 Step 1: Identify any misconceptions in your knowledge 
 A misconception is something that you thought you knew as a fact, but was based on misleading information. 
Maybe you thought Australia didn’t provide international aid because someone told you that a while ago. This 
is incorrect; it is a misconception. 

 Brainstorm what you already ‘know’. Imagine you have been asked to investigate ways in which Australia 
helps other countries in the world. 

 You might list that Australia provides developing countries with aid to help improve the people’s wellbeing. 

 Is this true? In practice? All the time? For all developing countries? Is it also given to developed countries? 
Is this the reason all of the time or only some of the time or only in theory? Examine your own ‘knowledge’ 
critically. 

     •  List what you believe to be true about the topic. 
     •  Spend a few minutes fact-checking your knowledge. 
     •  Find evidence to support what you know is correct; if there is no evidence, perhaps what you thought was 

a fact was actually a misconception.   

 In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill moves beyond identifying and explaining what 
you already know and think about your topic. You also need to identify what other people 
think about the topic and understand the reasons why perspectives differ. 

Questioning
and 

researching

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
AnalysingAnalysing
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 Step 2: Identify the gaps in your knowledge 
 Based on your examination of your existing knowledge base, what don’t you know? These are the gaps, or the 
things that are missing in your knowledge. What question arose? 

 Brainstorm what you  might  not know, or questions that arose for your personal fact-check, as well as things 
that you could already identify as gaps in your knowledge. 

 Your brainstorm might include some of the following questions: 
     •  What is a developing country? 
     •  Why does Australia help other countries? 
     •  Is our aid effective? 
     •  What are the reasons why we give aid?   

 Step 3: Identify your personal perspectives and compare them with other people’s 
 Do you have a viewpoint on the issue? Do 
you think Australia should give aid, but give 
less money, or have more of a say in where 
the money goes? This is your perspective. 
Write it down as a really clear sentence; 
being able to clearly and concisely explain 
your view will help you focus on assessing 
whether your view is justi� ed during your 
research process. 

Australia should give aid to help other 
countries improve their wellbeing because 
everyone deserves to have a good life.

 Consider what other people might think 
of your view. Who has thoughts on this? 
Your parents will and so might your friends. 
Politicians have views on this issue and the 
people who receive the aid also have a view. 
Write down what you think these views might be. By doing this you are able to guide your research and � ne 
tune your own perspective as you gather your information.   

FIGURE 1 Without considering your existing views or 
knowledge of international aid, it’s hard to research the topic 
with an open mind.

  WHAT IF I DON’T KNOW WHO MIGHT HAVE A DIFFERENT VIEWPOINT? 

  If you’re not sure who the key stakeholders are regarding an issue, begin by writing down the possible views in a 
more abstract way but focusing on the factors that might in� uence people’s opinions. 

•  How would economic factors in� uence people’s opinions? 
•      How would environmental factors in� uence people’s opinions? 
•  How would social factors in� uence people’s opinions? 
•  How would political factors in� uence people’s opinions?   

 In terms of Australia’s aid commitments, some of your brainstorm of perspectives might include: 
•   Economic factors:  people who are worried about and believe in reducing 

government spending might want us to give less aid. 
•   Environmental factors:  people who are concerned about the environment 

might want us to give different types of aid that allows people to grow their 
own food and access their own water, so that it is more sustainable. 

•   Social factors:  people who are concerned about social factors might want 
to see more aid given to poorer communities within Australia rather than 
overseas. 

•   Political factors:  people who are concerned about political factors might 
consider aid to be an important international obligation.   
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1.3.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills at identifying perspectives and knowledge using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Brainstorm what you know and think about Australia’s system of government and compare and contrast the 
main elements of Australia’s system with the system of either Indonesia, India or Japan. Identify what you 
do and don’t know about this topic, and the different points of view that might exist about how the systems 
compare.

Economics and Business
Brainstorm what you know and think about Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing. 
Compare these with another country that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of wellbeing. 
You need to research the traditional indicators of economic performance, as well as access some of the 
wellbeing measurement tools. Identify what you do and don't know about this topic, and the different points of 
view that might exist about how the places compare.

Geography
Select one of the following types of environments and conduct a comparative study of environmental change 
for Australia and another country.

 • Land
 • Inland water
 • Coast
 • Marine
 • Urban

Identify what you do and don’t know about this topic, and the different points of view that might exist about 
how the places compare.

History
Brainstorm what you know about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Choose three articles to learn 
more about. You will be investigating how Australia meets the criteria for these articles, or what we are doing 
to improve our performance in them. Choose another country and compare their performance with Australia’s. 
Identify what you do and don’t know about this topic, and the different points of view that might exist about 
how the places compare.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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1.4  SkillBuilder: Writing and dissecting research 
questions 
1.4.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
questioning and researching 
HASS skills. Use this 
SkillBuilder  after  you have 
closely examined your task and 
your existing knowledge, and 
identi� ed the range of possible 
perspectives on the topic. Use 
this SkillBuilder  before  you 
start looking for sources of information. 

1.4.2  Tell me 
 Having identi� ed your gaps and misconceptions on an issue you need to � ll them. You do this by writing good 
research questions so that you can � nd well-targeted and reliable information. As you have learnt in previous 
years of HASS, if a question is too broad you will � nd too much information and you will have to wade 
through it all to decide what is accurate and reliable. If a question is too narrow you may not � nd all of the 
information you need to address all parts of your task. 

1.4.3  Show me 
 The best way to start a research project is to 
have a good plan. You might only have a certain 
amount of time and so it is important to plan 
your time accordingly. It will help you target 
where to look for information and the kinds 
of questions you need to be able to � nd that 
information. 

 Step 1: Design an organised and 
purposeful research plan 
 As stated above, the � rst thing to do is make 
a plan. Your teacher will have given you a set 
amount of time. If you have six in-class lessons 
to research, you need to divide up your time 
accordingly. Make each lesson count. 

 If your task is to research the economic performance indicators and how Australia’s economy is performing at 
this point in time, for example, you might plan to create a PowerPoint presentation with one indicator per slide. 

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to write, test and re� ne your research questions 
to maximise their effectiveness.

Questioning
and 

researching

FIGURE 1  A good plan helps you organise your time.

Evaluating
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 You could plan your six lessons as shown in 
FIGURE 2.          

 As you can see this is a tight timeline and may 
require some homework. However, if you stick 
to the plan and use your time effectively, you’ll 
be � ne. 

 Step 2: Write questions to investigate 
relationships, patterns and trends 
 Now that you have a plan and you understand 
your task, you need to develop research 
questions. You can have some literal questions, 
(who, what, when, where); however, the 
important questions in Year 10 are the 
inferential (coming to a reasonable conclusion 
based on evidence) and evaluative (based on 
assessing value or likely outcome) questions. 
These are the questions where you � nd 
information but then need to � nd links in the 
information, such as relationships, patterns and 
trends, and the different perspective on an issue. 

 If we look at the economic indicator task in 
FIGURE 2, we can develop some interesting 
questions that will make learning easier and 
give your responses to tasks more depth. 

 For example:  
     1.  How does the GDP of a nation indicate a strong or weak economic performance?     

 As you can see, you are looking for the relationship between the information you will � nd on GDP and the 
impact it has on a country’s economy. 

 Step 3: Review your focus questions to test their usefulness 
 Take your questions out for a test run. Is it easy to use these questions to � nd relevant and accurate sources or 
are they too broad or narrow in focus? 

 If the question makes your ability to research dif� cult then you need to re-think it. Often this means breaking it 
down into more speci� c questions.   
     1.  How does the GDP of a nation indicate a strong or weak economic performance?     

 A better approach would be:   
     1.  How is the GDP of a country calculated? 
     2.  What is Australia’s current GDP and what does this show about Australia’s economy?     

 Even though it has become a two-part question it is much more structured, and you will be able to � nd reliable 
sources quickly, which cuts down on your research time.   

Lesson 1

• Plan and write research questions.
• Write down what you already know and what you need to find out.
• If you have time, start your research.

Lesson 2

• Double check your research questions. (Sometimes it can be hard to
   see how to refine an idea without a little time away from thinking
   about it.)
• Begin researching GDP and Australia’s GDP.

Lesson 3

• Research unemployment and Australia’s current unemployment rate.

Lesson 4

• Research inflation and Australia’s current inflation rate.

Lesson 5

• Research other economic indicators and begin writing slides.

Lesson 6

• Continue writing your slides. Refine the information and submit.

FIGURE 2  Plan what you will do during each lesson.

  WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE TIME TO DO THAT?  

  It might seem like it wastes valuable time planning your research and re� ning your questions, 
but you should always plan the time to do this. In the long run it will make your life easier 
because you will be more likely to � nd the type and depth of information you need, rather than 
having to go back to � ll in gaps. 
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1.4.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills collecting, recording and organising information using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Write a series of well-targeted research questions to help you compare Australia’s system of government with 
the system of either Indonesia, India or Japan.

Economics and Business
Write a series of well-targeted research questions to help you compare Australia’s economic performance and 
standard of wellbeing with another country that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of 
wellbeing.

Geography
Write a series of well-targeted research questions to help you conduct a comparative study of environmental 
change for Australia and another country for one of the following types of environments.

 • Land
 • Inland water
 • Coast
 • Marine
 • Urban

History
Write a series of well-targeted research questions to help you investigate how Australia meets the criteria 
for three articles from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, or what we are doing to improve our 
performance in these. Choose another country and compare them.

1.4 ACTIVITY

As a class, develop a series of research questions on a topic you are currently studying. (You could use one of 
the suggestions at the end of this subtopic.) When you have a complete list, divide your questions into three 
categories:
 1. literal (fact and information �nding); for example, ‘What is Australia’s GDP?’
 2. inferential (coming to a reasonable conclusion based on evidence); for example, ‘How does the GDP of a 

nation relate to its economic performance?’
 3. evaluative (based on assessing value); for example, ‘Which is the most important factor in�uencing GDP?’

Is there a balance between the types of questions? Explore ways to transform some of your literal questions into 
inferential or evaluative questions.

You could try using sentence starters that suggest inference (e.g. how does … why did …) or evaluation (e.g. 
what would happen if …, which is the most/least …). HASS skills: Questioning and researching

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.5   SkillBuilder: Finding and referencing primary and 
secondary sources 
  1.5.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops 
your questioning and 
researching HASS skills. 
Use this SkillBuilder  after
you have re� ned your list of 
focused research questions 
and collected sources.   Use this 
SkillBuilder  before  you start to 
make detailed notes from each 
source. 

  1.5.2  Tell me 
 Reliable and accurate sources help you � nd reliable and accurate information. As you know primary sources 
are directly related to the event or issue you are investigating. In history it means they were made at a speci� c 
time and in the other subjects it means the source is directly about the issue, such as a map. A secondary 
source is created when an author takes primary sources and evaluates them to draw conclusions. Essentially 
your � nal product could be considered a secondary source. 

  1.5.3  Show me 

 Step 1: Collect data from reliable and relevant sources 
 Imagine your task is to investigate different ways humans interact with the environment around them. This 
includes how we use the land and how we have changed the land. You need to � nd sources that demonstrate 
this, and discover this diagram in your textbook. 

FIGURE  1 is a secondary source as it has been created using information directly from other sources. 

 Consider the diagram carefully. What does it tell you about how humans use the land? It tells you that humans 
use the land in lots of different ways and that they have changed the land permanently. 

 Is this source reliable and accurate? The safe assumption is that it is. It has come from your textbook so you 
know the source is reliable as textbooks are well researched and you know it is accurate as your textbook has 
been written using information that is as up to date as possible. Publishers also have reviewing and checking 
processes that mean the information they publish has been checked for its reliability. 

 Step 2: Identify the origin, purpose and context of sources 
 When you have found your sources. you need to think about when they were made 
and why. You also need to think about their  context . 

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is using and correctly referencing more complex 
primary and secondary sources that contain accurate and reliable information. 

Questioning
and 

researching

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
AnalysingAnalysing

context    the situation or 
circumstances (time period, place, 
writer, purpose etc.) in which a 
source or data set was created
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 If you look at  FIGURE  1 ,    the origin of the source is a textbook and the purpose of it is to educate Year 
10 students on how humans have changed the environment. The context is that humans have affected the 
environment and by educating you about this you can help bring about change by understanding what was 
done in the past.     

   Step 3: Reference your information accurately and appropriately 
 You already know from your previous years of HASS study that you need to reference your sources properly. 
This is because you can’t take credit for other people’s work and it shows you have found a variety of sources. 
It also means people could use your reference list to further investigate the sources. 

 Your school will have a preferred way of referencing but a common template in HASS is the Harvard 
referencing system. By now, you will be very familiar with how to use this template to reference.  
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FIGURE 1  Interaction of environmental change with human wellbeing.

WHAT IF A SECONDARY SOURCE HAS A STRONG POINT OF VIEW?

When you have found a potentially useful source and examined its origin, purpose and 
context carefully but � nd that it is presenting a one-sided argument, this doesn’t mean 
that the factual information in the piece is not useful. If you have a strong understanding 
of those factors, then you may still have a useful source of information for your research; 
but you will need to verify the facts using other sources. Even sources with very narrow 
perspectives on an issue can be useful in research, but only if you are aware of any bias 
and treat the information accordingly. You will learn more about analysing sources for forms 
of bias in the next SkillBuilder, and as you look at sources in each of your HASS subjects.
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In Year 10, you will also be expected to do in-text citations and footnotes. This allows you to reference quotes and 
data you have obtained from your sources. You also need to do this if you are paraphrasing the work of other people.

You will also become familiar with common short forms of Latin terms that you will come across (and use) in 
referencing:

 • et al., which means and others
 • ibid., which means in the same place (notice the full stop).

You can use et al. as follows. 

 • If you are citing one author, you put their name and the year of publication.
 • If you are citing a text with more than one author, you write ‘et al.’ to show there are more than one 

author. The full reference will be in your reference list.

Some referencing systems, such as the Oxford system, use footnotes. This is a note that appears at the bottom 
of the page about a reference you have made on the page. The reason for this is so the reader can see the 
reference they are looking for really easily.

To create a footnote put a number at the end of your quote in superscript font like this1. (There is a button for 
this in the font tools of most word-processing software.) Then put the same number with your reference at the 
bottom of the page. You can do this in the footnote section of your document.

Summarising or quoting from 
a source

Finish summarising your source and then put the author’s name and year 
it was published in brackets. For example, International relations between 
Australia and Indonesia soured in April 2015, when two Australian citizens 
convicted of drug traf�cking in Indonesia were executed by �ring squad. Many 
high Australians including politicians, lobbied the Indonesian government to 
overturn their sentence to lesser sentence of life imprisonment. The Indonesian 
President, Joko Widodo, was de�ant and offended that Australia and other 
countries would intervene in their system of law (Darlington et al. 2018).

When quoting page numbers (Darlington et al. 2018, pp. 2)

1.5 ACTIVITY

Find a primary source such as a map or a photo that shows how humans have changed the land. It could be a 
map of your local area showing built-up environments (places with buildings) and areas of bush. The information 
you would be looking for would be things such as how much of the area is built up compared to how much is 
bushland. Are there any areas where bushland is being re-planted or preserved in any way?

Common reference Harvard referencing format

Books Author family name, author �rst name initial (Year published). Title of book. City: Publisher, 
Page(s)

Example: Darlington, R., Price, J., Phelan, S. & Richardson, M. (2018). Humanities and 
Social Sciences for Western Australia 10. Milton: John Wiley & Sons Australia

Websites with the 
author listed

Family name, �rst initial. (Year published). Page title. [online] Website name. Available at: 
URL [Accessed Day Mo. Year]

Example: Smith, A. (2021). Developing my skills in HASS. [online] HASS in WA. Available 
at: www.HASSEmporiumWA.com.au [Accessed 21 February 2020]

Website without an 
author listed

Website name (Year published). Page title. [online] Available at: URL [Accessed Day Mo. Year]

Example: OECD Better Life Index (2020). OECD Better Life Index. [online] Avaliable at: 
www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org [Accessed 21 February 2020]

TABLE 1  Harvard referencing format
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1.5.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills of collecting, recording and organising information using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Collect reliable primary and secondary sources to help you research Australia’s system of government and 
compare and contrast the main elements with the system of either Indonesia, India or Japan.

Economics and Business
Collect reliable primary and secondary sources to help you research Australia’s economic performance and 
standard of wellbeing, and compare these with another country that has poorer economic performance and a 
lower standard of wellbeing. You need to research the traditional indicators of economic performance, as well 
as access some of the wellbeing measurement tools.

Geography
Collect reliable primary and secondary sources to help you research one of the following types of environments 
and conduct a comparative study of environmental change for Australia and another country.

 • Land
 • Inland water
 • Coast
 • Marine
 • Urban

History
Collect reliable primary and secondary sources to help you research your three chosen articles from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and how Australia and your other chosen country meet the criteria for these.

Find a secondary source that describes 
or refers to the changes that are shown in 
your �rst source.

 • What information do they have in 
common?

 • What differences are evident?
 • How might the perspective or point 

of view of the person who created the 
secondary source have in�uenced the 
way they interpreted the changes to 
the land?

  HASS skills: Questioning and 
researching

FIGURE 2 Two Rocks Marina, north of Perth. Consider how 
different people creating secondary sources about plans to 
upgrade the marina might view the existing facility. 

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.6   SkillBuilder: Analysing primary and secondary 
sources 
  1.6.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
analysing HASS skills. Use 
this SkillBuilder  after  you have 
collected sources that appeared 
to be reliable and useful.   Use 
this SkillBuilder  before  you 
start to look for patterns and 
connections.   

  1.6.2  Tell me 
 Analysing is a process of carefully examining and comparing information. When we analyse data or sources, 
we are looking for connections between ideas and events, or how things have changed over time. When you 
analyse you: 

     •  identify the facts included in a source 
     •  identify whether there is any relationship (e.g. a connection, such as cause and effect) between the ideas 

and/or facts 
     •  suggest what relationships or connections the data show 
     •  suggest what trends or patterns the data show 
     •  suggest what different or similar views (perspectives) are shown or suggested.   

  1.6.3  Show me 

 Step 1: Analyse primary and secondary sources for reliability and usefulness 
 If you plan to use information that you collect from a source, that source must be reliable. You will have 
completed a quick check for reliability when collecting your sources and making your initial notes, but before 
you start drawing any � rm conclusions or making any comparisons, examine the sources in more detail. The 
more information you gather, the better understanding you will have of the topic – the nuances or less obvious 
parts of the debate. You need to know that the information is correct and that you can rely on it to prove your 
argument. If you can do that then the source is also useful.  

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to examine and compare information from a variety 
of sources to understand the stated and implied information in light of the context, bias and 
currency.

Analysing

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

EvaluatingAnalysing
Questioning

and 
researching
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Consider the following FIGURE 1, a timeline from topic 20.

Your context is that you are learning about the causes of World War II.

On a �rst look what do you learn?
 • Europe after World War I was a turbulent time with lots of uncertainty and revolution.
 • The Great Depression began in 1929.
 • In the years leading up to World War II, Hitler expanded his military and started taking back land lost in 

the Treaty of Versailles.

This is a good beginning. Do some quick additional research about these events to �ll in the gaps. 

Why was Europe such a turbulent place?
 • People were hungry and poor and did not trust their current governments.
 • The Great Depression made the people even hungrier and poorer and the governments were seen as 

contributing to this. Men like Hitler used this time to gain power.

Review the timeline again now that you have this knowledge. Upon further analysis you can see that Hitler 
creating armies when he wasn’t allowed to helped increase employment and allowed people to earn money. By 
taking back the lands lost after WWI he was showing that those people were important to Germany.

If we look closer still and do a bit more research, we can �nd out that by taking back this land Hitler was breaking 
rules and other countries were not happy about that and over time the leaders of these countries declared war 
on Germany, creating World War II. Because all of the other information we found supported the claims in the 
timeline, we can judge it as being reliable and useful. This however, doesn't mean that it does not re�ect any bias.

Step 2: Analyse sources for bias
One of the key parts of analysis is identifying bias. Every source has some form of bias, even a timeline from a 
textbook — which reveals bias in the events that are included, the events that were left out and sometimes the 
language or image choices.

Bias occurs when an author reveals their point of view in what they have written or demonstrated. They are 
trying to persuade you to think the same way they do — even if what they think is considered to be the main 
or accepted interpretation.

For some sources it is easy to �nd the bias. Consider the primary source in FIGURE 2, a political poster from 
when Hitler was running for government in Germany in the 1930s.

The bias in this source is that Hitler is the right man to lead Germany. Because this is a political advertisement, 
it is very obvious what the bias is. Hitler is shown shaking hands with Hindenburg, who has previously formed 
a coalition government with the SA and invited Hitler to become Chancellor. Both men are shown standing 
very upright and proud, and with a large number 1 emphasising their handshake.

DO I REALLY HAVE TO EXAMINE A SOURCE MORE THAN ONCE?

If you decide a source is reliable, accurate and useful after your �rst basic 
assessment, you will need to critically examine it to extract the information you 
need. To critically examine a source means to think carefully about it, to consider all 
the information analytically and in depth.

Taking shortcuts with this part of the process means you might misunderstand 
or misuse the information you have found, especially if it was one of the earliest 
sources you found. Now that you have more information to compare and contrast, 
you can develop a more solid understanding of the commonly agreed ‘fact’ about an 
issue or event, if there are any. Good research is all about considering whether the 
information you plan to use could be contested (debated) in any way.
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1924

1926

1928

1930

1932

1934

1936

1938

1940

1920

1922

1918

CE

CE

1921
The Bolsheviks win the Russian Civil War

1923
Hitler attempts to seize power in Germany in the

unsuccessful Munich Putsch.

1931
Japan invades Manchuria

1933
Hitler and the Nazis gain power in Germany. Germany

and Japan withdraw from the League of Nations.

1937
Japan invades China.

1938
Germany annexes Austria.

At the Munich Conference, Germany
gains the Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia.

1939
Germany invades and takes the remainder of

Czechoslovakia. Germany invades Poland and
World War II begins.

1936
German troops re-enter the Rhineland. Germany and Italy
support Franco in the Spanish Civil War and become
allies. Germany and Japan become allies. Stalin purges
his opponents in the Communist Party and the military
in the USSR.

1935
Germany announces rearmament and conscription.
Fascist Italy invades Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

1932
Unemployment reaches its peak in the worst year of
the Great Depression.

1929
The Great Depression begins.

1924
The Nazis win only 3 per cent of votes in
German elections.

1922
Mussolini and his fascists take power in Italy.
The former Russian Tsarist Empire becomes the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).

1919
The Treaty of Versailles is signed. Revolutionary
outbreaks occur across Europe.

FIGURE 1  A timeline of the modern world, 1918–1939
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 In contrast, consider FIGURE 3, a poster 
that takes the other point of view. Hitler 
is being ridiculed and made to look 
comical and unprepared. 

 Step 3: Analyse sources for 
currency 
 Finally, it is important to determine 
whether a source is current, in relation 
to the issue you are examining. For 
example, if you are looking for sources 
to explain the effects of World War II, 
you don’t want to start with a book 
from 1900. 

 The issue of currency becomes 
particularly important when you are 
examining the usefulness of data sources. 
Consider the graph in FIGURE 4. 

 This data may be accurate and relevant 
to your research, but if you are looking 
at current changes in GDP and real net 
national disposable income, this 
graph will not be a useful source 
of information because the latest 
inclusion was 2014–15. The context 
of this data makes it irrelevant to 
your research about current trends. 
Similarly, looking at data from 2020 
will not provide you with any clear 
indication of long term trend — both 
because the set of data is too small to 
assess long-term trends, and because 
2020, in many ways, was an anomaly 
due to the impact of COVID-19. 

 Currency can be easy to determine 
in data sets like this, when the years 
or dates are included. With images, 
cartoons and written sources it 
might be a little harder to determine. One sign of a reliable source of information is that it includes the date of 
publication, or additional footnotes to give you this important contextual information. 

 Step 4: Analyse hierarchies of information (categories and subcategories) 
 When people write a source, they generally structure their information in a way that shows the most important 
or relevant information � rst. This is so that you, the reader, knows that it is important. Sometimes this will be 
demonstrated as a heading. If there is a heading, you know that what you are reading next will be relevant and 
important. If you are being asked to look for key or important points you know to look for sentences related to 
the heading. 

 When you are analysing a source to look for the writer’s perspective, consider the order in which the 
information is presented. It may be chronological, like the Wo rld War II timeline, or it may be presented in an 
order that favours some ideas by placing them earlier and giving them greater signi� cance.  

FIGURE 2  The text on 
this Nazi poster translates 
as ‘ln the deepest need 
Hindenburg chose Adolf 
Hitler for Reich Chancellor. 
You too should vote for 
List 1.’

FGURE 3   World War II poster 
of a cartoon Adolf Hitler with his 
pants down, showing his boxer 
shorts covered in swastika
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FIGURE 4   Changes in Australia’s GDP per capita and real net 
national disposable income per capita as indicators of changes in 
living standard (annual percentage)
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1.6.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills analysing sources using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Analyse the sources you found about Australia’s system of government and how it compares and contrasts with 
either Indonesia, India or Japan.

Economics and Business
Analyse the sources you found about Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing, and how 
this compares with the other country you chose to research.

Geography
Analyse the sources you found about your chosen environment and the environmental change in Australia and 
your other chosen country.

History
Analyse the sources about your three chosen articles from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and how 
Australia and your other chosen country meet the criteria for these articles.

1.6 ACTIVITIES

If you look at the timeline example in FIGURE 1 can you see if there is a bias? Perhaps, it could be that Germany 
was the main contributor to World War II as the events on the timeline are primarily what was happening in 
Germany. It is a very weak bias and you may need to look very closely at the source, but you can always �nd 
some way that the creator has made decisions or omissions that re�ect their perspective. This isn't always done 
maliciously or even knowingly.

 1. Discuss the idea of unconscious bias or expressing prejudice knowingly. Is this something we all do? 
Brainstorm the different ways it can manifest in the selection of information in terms of currency, hierarchies 
and headings.

 2. What strategies can we put in place to be able to better see and hear our own bias and to recognise it in the 
information we read and view? HASS skills: Analysing

General capabilities: Critical and creative thinking, Literacy

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.7  SkillBuilder: Identifying and comparing 
perspectives 
  1.7.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
analysing HASS skills.   Use 
this SkillBuilder  after  you have 
carefully read and extracted 
relevant information from your 
sources.   Use this SkillBuilder 
before  you start to look for 
patterns of connections. 

  1.7.2  Tell me 
 In Year 10 you need to � nd different types of sources to support the same information. You need to do this 
because you need to demonstrate a greater depth of analysis and this is easier to do with a variety of sources. 
Comparing sources that are similar can be quite easy — you are comparing like for like; it can be more 
complex, however, to compare sources that are presenting information in very different formats. This is 
especially the case when the sources are conveying complex ideas or include subtle bias that makes it dif� cult 
to identify objective and subjective information.  

  1.7.3  Show me 

 Step 1: Understand factors that in� uence people’s points of view 
 As we’ve discussed it is important to understand the different points of view that people can bring to an issue. 
It’s important to consider not only the different perspective expressed within a source, but also how people 
might come to different viewpoints about a source. People will all come to an information source with their 
own agendas and perspectives. 

 Consider the issue of tourism on Fraser Island.          

 In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to be able to compare and contrast information 
presented in different formats to identify potential interpretations or perspectives on an 
issue. 

Analysing

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

EvaluatingAnalysing
Questioning

and 
researching
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A special environment 

The island’s special features include:
• long surf beaches and rocky headlands
• about 40 crystal-clear freshwater lakes. 

Some of these are perched lakes (that 
is, they sit, or perch, on an impermeable 
layer of rock or hardened organic matter 
lying above the watertable). There are 
also ‘window’ and barrage lakes. Window 
lakes appear when depressions in the 
land surface dip below the watertable, 
thus exposing part of it. Barrage lakes 
form when shifting sand dunes block 
running water and cause it to pool. 

• many streams and creeks
coloured sand cliffs, some 35 kilometres

The island’s King�sher Bay Resort

disturbance of the island’s �ora and fauna.
clearing, waste, increased traf�c and

• 
in length

• salt pans, lagoons, mangrove forests 
and wetlands

• thick rainforests, some of which are so 
dense that sunlight does not penetrate 
the canopy

• offshore seagrass beds to support 
colonies of dugong

• over 25 species of mammals, including 
dingoes thought to be the purest strain 
of the species in Australia

• over 350 species of birds. One of 
Australia’s rarest birds, the endangered 
ground parrot, is found on the island.

• vast sandblows (that is, tracts of sand 
moved by the wind) and lofty sand dunes.

Past land uses 

Fraser Island once had a sand-mining 
industry (mining its tracts of mineral-rich 
black sand). This was stopped in 1976 
following a Federal Government inquiry. 
There was also a timber industry, disbanded 
in December 1991 by the Queensland 
Government after a separate inquiry.

Tourists 

Hundreds of thousands of tourists now 
visit the Fraser coast region every year, 
injecting some $366 million into the region 
in 1999. It is estimated that 32 per cent of 
this visitor expenditure was contributed 
by tourists to Fraser Island itself.  The 
most obvious risks that tourism brings to 
the national park have to do with land-

Ecotourism facilities 

and Village has the highest level of 
accreditation as an ecotourism facility. 
An environmental impact statement was 
prepared before the proposed facility was 
approved for construction.

Dingo management 

In the past, many tourists fed the dingoes 
that roam the island. In April 2001, 
however, a young boy was tragically killed 
by dingoes. Tourists are now provided with 
a ‘Dingo Smart’ brochure, and are heavily 

to encourage its attention. Any dingoes 
known to be a problem are culled. 

camps — at Central Station, Lake

Managing camping facilities 

There are six government-owned 

Boomanjin (the largest perched lake in 
the world), Lake McKenzie, Dundubara, 
Waddy Point and Wathumba — and two 
that are privately owned. People can also 
camp on a restricted number of beach 
areas, but not within 50 metres of a creek, 
stream or lake. Beach camping areas are 
temporarily closed sometimes to allow 
vegetation to regrow or to halt erosion.

Managing four-wheel drive vehicles 

Four-wheel drive vehicles are needed to 
travel around the island. Left unmanaged, 
these large vehicles could have a 
signi�cant impact on the island’s �ora and

$300 000 to reduce road-related erosion,

fauna and on levels of erosion, especially 
because touring parties tend to drive in 
the same areas. It is the most attractive 
parts of the island that are often the most 
vulnerable. 

All vehicles travelling on the island 
have to display a purchased permit and, 
more recently, driving and parking on 
sand dunes have been made illegal. The 
Environmental Protection Agency has 
started a campaign to educate four-wheel 
drivers about the impacts their vehicles 
have on the island’s environment.

Government funding 

In 2004, the Australian Government’s 
Natural Heritage Trust granted 

�ned if caught feeding a dingo or trying

provide environmentally friendly amenities 

(see the photograph on page 26).

and better direct pedestrian movement 
around Fraser Island. Barriers along the 
sides of the island’s roads and better 
planning have reduced the degree of 
erosion from run-off. The idea was partly 
to make pedestrian travel a more 
attractive option, as well as draw 
pedestrians away from the island’s 
vulnerable dunes. To do this, boardwalks 
were built along the banks of Eli Creek 

Stretches of dunes are also regularly 
closed for rehabilitation. Although the 
potential threat from tourism-related 
erosion remains, the stability of the 
island’s sand dun es is improving.
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Please tourists, don’t pee in the lake 

  — 
but did she also tell you it’s bad to pee in a lake? Down in Australia, the 
beautiful Basin Lake on Fraser Island off Queensland isn’t doing well 
these days, and one of the causes is high levels of urine in the water. 

and that’s led the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service to consider 
closing one of the access tracks to reduce visitor numbers. Right now 
35  
from the lake; whatever goes in, stays in. Our alternative suggestion is 
to simply stick up a big notice advertising the current urine levels in the 
lake. We’re fairly sure most people would skip the swim.

Source: Fraser Island Travel Guide, 17 October 2008.

Visitor numbers to Fraser Island

FIGURE 1  Alternative responses to the question ‘Should tourist numbers on Fraser Island be limited?’

24 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 10 for WA Second Edition

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   24 23-08-2020   19:19:03

UNCORRECTED 

976 

UNCORRECTED 

976 
nt in

UNCORRECTED 

nt inqui

UNCORRECTED 

quiry

UNCORRECTED 

ry. 

UNCORRECTED 

. 
st

UNCORRECTED 

stry, 

UNCORRECTED 

ry, di

UNCORRECTED 

dis

UNCORRECTED 

sbanded 

UNCORRECTED 

banded 
1 by the Qu

UNCORRECTED 

1 by the Queen

UNCORRECTED 

eens

UNCORRECTED 

sland 

UNCORRECTED 

land 
sepa

UNCORRECTED 

separ

UNCORRECTED 

rate

UNCORRECTED 

ate inq

UNCORRECTED 

inqu

UNCORRECTED 

uir

UNCORRECTED 

iry.

UNCORRECTED 

y.iry.ir

UNCORRECTED 

iry.ir

attention

UNCORRECTED attention
oble

UNCORRECTED oblem are 

UNCORRECTED m are 

camps — at Central Station, Lake

UNCORRECTED 
camps — at Central Station, Lake

 campin

UNCORRECTED  camping

UNCORRECTED g facil

UNCORRECTED  facili

UNCORRECTED ities 

UNCORRECTED ties 

six

UNCORRECTED 
six gove

UNCORRECTED 
governmen

UNCORRECTED 
rnment-o

UNCORRECTED 
t-o

Boomanji

UNCORRECTED 
Boomanjin

UNCORRECTED 
n (the

UNCORRECTED 
 (the la

UNCORRECTED 
lar

UNCORRECTED 
rgest

UNCORRECTED 
gest

the 

UNCORRECTED 
the w

UNCORRECTED 
world), La

UNCORRECTED 
orld), Lak

UNCORRECTED 
ke McKen

UNCORRECTED 
e McKen

W

UNCORRECTED 
Waddy Poi

UNCORRECTED 
addy Point and W

UNCORRECTED 
nt and W

that

UNCORRECTED 
that ar

UNCORRECTED 
 are p

UNCORRECTED 
e priv

UNCORRECTED 
riv

camp

UNCORRECTED 

camp on

UNCORRECTED 

on
ar

UNCORRECTED 

areas, b

UNCORRECTED 

eas, b
st

UNCORRECTED 

st

UNCORRECTED 

22UNCORRECTED 

220UNCORRECTED 

0000UNCORRECTED 

000

24UNCORRECTED 

240UNCORRECTED 

0000UNCORRECTED 

000

26

UNCORRECTED 

260

UNCORRECTED 

0000

UNCORRECTED 

000

28

UNCORRECTED 

280

UNCORRECTED 

0000

UNCORRECTED 

000

000

UNCORRECTED 

000

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

UNCORRECTED 

N
um

be
r

UNCORRECTED 

N
um

be
r

PAGE 
goes 

PAGE 
goes 

agicall

PAGE 
agically 

PAGE 
y killed 

PAGE 
killed 

w pr

PAGE 
w provided

PAGE 
ovided w

PAGE 
 with 

PAGE 
ith 

 and are 

PAGE 
 and are hea

PAGE 
heav

PAGE 
vily 

PAGE 
ily 

$300 000 to reduce road-related erosion,

PAGE 
$300 000 to reduce road-related erosion,

have o

PAGE have o

Gove

PAGE Gover

PAGE r

In

PAGE In 200

PAGE  2004,

PAGE 4, the 

PAGE  the 

PAGE 
An PAGE 
Any PAGE 

y dingoes PAGE 
dingoes 

culled. PAGE 

culled. 

Natu

PAGE 
Natur

PAGE 
ral

PAGE 
al

�ned if caught feeding a dingo or tryingPAGE 
�ned if caught feeding a dingo or trying

PROOFS
pecially 

PROOFS
pecially 

drive i

PROOFS
drive in 

PROOFS
n 

active 

PROOFSactive 
often

PROOFSoften the mos

PROOFSthe most 

PROOFSt 

ng on

PROOFSng on the islan

PROOFS the island 

PROOFSd 
urchas

PROOFS
urchased pe

PROOFS
ed per

PROOFS
rmit a

PROOFS
mit a

v

PROOFS
ving

PROOFS
ing and

PROOFS
and par

PROOFS
park

PROOFS
king

PROOFS
ing

ave

PROOFS
ave bee

PROOFS
been

PROOFS
n made illegal.

PROOFS
 made illegal.

n

PROOFS
ntal

PROOFS
tal P

PROOFS
 Pr

PROOFS
rotectio

PROOFS
otection A

PROOFS
n A

a campaign

PROOFS
a campaign to educate fou

PROOFS
to educate fou

drivers aboPROOFS

drivers about the imPROOFS

ut the impactsPROOFS

pacts
n thePROOFS

n the islandPROOFS

island

nment PROOFS

nment 



Why do people have these different views? Often this is decided by what each group or individuals needs and 
wants. This is a concept you will be familiar with already from HASS. Consider the questions in TABLE 1 to 
assess why certain people might have developed speci�c views.

None of the perspectives are more important than the other but they do need to be taken into account when 
researching, analysing and evaluating your �ndings. These needs and wants will shape a perspective on an 
issue, and the outcomes or changes each stakeholder would like to see accomplished.

Step 2: Identify different potential interpretations of a source
Sometimes, the point of view or a perspective in a source is ambiguous (unclear). Sources can be interpreted 
in different ways depending on your viewpoint and interest in the issue. A tourist will interpret warmer 
sea water temperatures (as great for swimming) differently to a conservationist (as problematic for sea-life 
sustainability). If you have a stake in an issue, it will be much harder to analyse the information in a source 
that presents a different viewpoint.

When you are looking for different interpretations of a source you need to analyse it. Here are some hints.

TABLE 1  Analysing stakeholders’ needs and wants

Key questions Examples What do they need/want?

Who are the 
stakeholders 
(people interested 
or invested in the 
issue)?

Residents To enjoy their neighbourhood and homes

Workers To have employment and do their jobs

Tourists To access the area

To enjoy exploring the area

To have facilities to use during their holidays

Conservationists To protect and preserve the environment and wildlife by reducing tourism

After considering the impacts of tourists on Fraser lsland, I consider that tourist numbers should be limited, 
especially during the peak tourism season (evaluation). The risk of damage to the special environment that may 
be caused by tourists, such as destruction of the rainforest and pollution of lakes, outweighs the economic gains 
made by the tourism industry. (More than 23 per cent of tourism in the region revolves around Fraser Island.) 
With the government acknowledging this special environment by making greater funding available, particularly to 
reduce road-related erosion, I believe that limiting the tourist numbers (340 000 tourists in 2001– 02) will ensure 
that the ecosystem is not put under pressure, that dingoes and people can co-exist along with camping facilities 
and that four-wheel drive vehicles can be managed with driver education and speci�c regulation for Fraser Island. 
Fraser Island in the past has not always been well managed but I believe restricting tourist numbers will allow this 
special environment to be sustained into the future.

FIGURE 2  An evaluation of the alternative responses to the Fraser Island tourism question in �gure 1

TABLE 2  Identifying the perspective of a source

Source type What to look for

Written text Look for words that suggest speci�c perspectives (e.g. dictator vs leader).

Look for the use of data/statistics rather than vague estimations or generalisations 
(e.g. 25 per cent agreed vs many agreed).

Look at the date of the text. A primary source may have a different interpretation to a secondary 
source where the author has been able to interpret information from different source over time.
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Step 3: Explain why information/data might be interpreted differently in different 
situations
When you have identi�ed the potential interpretations of a source, consider why a person might take that view. 
Begin with the different perspectives people bring to an issue: their needs and wants.

For example, graphs, diagrams and photos can all convey similar information but in different ways. Consider 
this graph of unemployment during the Great Depression (FIGURE 2). We have looked at picture sources and a 
timeline about Germany between the world wars. What information does the graph tell us about Germany and 
their inter-war years?

We can see that Germany had high unemployment compared to countries such as the United States. This is 
because Germany had to pay back debts from the Treaty of Versailles and there was a loss of production as a 
result. We have discussed that the German people resented the World War I reparations that had been agreed to, 
and didn’t really trust their current government. This distrust was one of the factors that allowed Hitler to gain 
power, as he promised increased employment and food for the German citizens.

We know from our timeline that Hitler gained power in 1933 and if you look at the graph you can see that 
employment did improve after that time in Germany. For Germans at the time, this rise in employment would 
have been welcomed and seen as a positive change. For us, knowing what transpired in the years that followed, 
we might interpret the �gures in a very different way.

Source type What to look for

Images Who is at the centre of the image?

What expressions do people have?

Can you see any signs that the image might not be authentic?

Look at the colours; for example, images such as Nazi propaganda will have lots of red and black 
as they were the Nazi colours as they were seen to be strong.

In a cartoon how are the people drawn? For example, Nazi propaganda drew Jewish people to 
look unattractive and like criminals, to encourage others to view them in the same way.

Maps Look for scale. Does it show the bigger picture or only a small segment (e.g. showing only 
European battle fronts and not the Paci�c or elsewhere in a map showing con�ict during World 
War II )?

Look for currency. Borders of countries have changed over the years and you need to make sure 
a map is current and up to date, so you can make sure you have the names and boundaries of 
countries correct. 

If you look at maps from before 2002, you wouldn’t �nd any references to the countries of South 
Sudan or Timor-Leste. In terms of historical maps, check that the maps have accurate borders 
and names for the time period. Some maps may even label countries that are not internationally 
recognised because the map was created somewhere that is �ghting for independence and 
considers itself an independent nation. You may also discover disputed borders or names of 
features that are contested or have been renamed.

Charts Look at the scale/timeframe.

Has any data set that might provide the whole picture been left off? For example, does the data 
compare like for like or compare things on different scales to purposely show a contrast/similarity? 
Or is it comparing Europe with the United States (continent vs country)?
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1.7 ACTIVITIES

1.  In small groups, collect one example of each of the following types of data related to a current issue in the 
media:

• a graph or chart
• a map
• a news article or report
• an image (photo, cartoon or illustration).

2.  Identify each of the stakeholders in the issue and allocate the role of a speci�c stakeholder to each person in 
the group. 

3.  From the perspective of your stakeholder, analyse the data you have collected, making notes on your view 
of the way the issue is presented. (You could be a general stakeholder (for example, a local resident) or a 
speci�c person (for example, the Minister for Health).

4.  Bring your group back together to discuss the information, with each group member playing the role of their 
stakeholder. Discuss:

• Is the information objective?
• What are your concerns about the data?
• Based on this information, what do you believe is the best way to resolve the issue?

5.  At the end of your discussion, identify the parts of the information that were the most �ercely contested. 
Discuss each group’s �ndings as a class. 

 HASS skills: Analysing
General capability: Critical and creative thinking
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1.7.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills identifying and comparing perspectives using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
In comparing Australia’s system of government with the system of either Indonesia, India or Japan, list and 
analyse the point of view that each of the main stakeholders would have of the information you collected. 
What would they agree or disagree with?

Economics and Business
In comparing Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing with another country, list and 
analyse the point of view that each of the main stakeholders would have of the information you collected. 
What would they agree or disagree with?

Geography
In conducting your comparative study of environmental change in Australia and another country list and 
analyse the point of view that each of the main stakeholders would have of the information you collected. 
What would they agree or disagree with?

History
In assessing how well Australia and your other chosen country is meeting the criteria for the three articles 
from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, list and analyse the point of view that each of the main 
stakeholders would have of the information you collected. What would they agree or disagree with?

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.8   SkillBuilder: Identifying and explaining 
relationships and patterns 
  1.8.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
analysing HASS skills. Use 
this SkillBuilder  after  you have 
critically examined and made 
notes about all of your sources.  
 Use this SkillBuilder  before  you 
start to form your conclusion. 

  1.8.2  Tell me 
 An important part of analysis is being able to identify  and  explain relationships and patterns. In years 7 and 8 
you needed to know only that they were there, in Year 9 you needed to know  why  they exist and in Year 10 you 
will be expected to explain the connections and their effects over time and place.  

  1.8.3  Show me 
 By now it is easy to see the relationships and patterns one thing can have with another. What you need to do is 
explain why these relationships and patterns exist and how they can have an impact on the issue, but also how 
they have an impact on your learning and thoughts on the topic at hand. 

 Step 1: Compare information in different formats to identify change over time 
 By now you will have a variety of sources with lots of different information. You also need to use this 
information to see how things have changed over time. 

 Think back to your work about how humans have changed environments. Using your sources, identify the 
changes that have happened over time. These can be cleared land, land degradation, endangered species. 
However, further research can also show that in a lot of places people are trying to � x these problems and over 
time the land can regenerate and animal numbers can rise. This is a change over time too.  

 Step 2: Identify and explain cause and effect relationships 
 Cause and effect relationships are the impact one thing can have on another. That cause is the ‘thing’, such as 
an event, a law or even a person. The effect is the change or impact that occurs. Being able to identify patterns 
of  cause and effect  is an essential skill that allows us to explain how and why 
things happened, happen or might happen in the future. 

 Remember, however, that not all causes leading to a speci� c event are as equally 
signi� cant as each other — some causes may have more in� uence than others. 

 In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to identify and explain patterns and 
relationships. You need to know why one thing can have an impact on another and if 
these relationships have positive, negative or neutral effects on different stakeholders or 
places over time. 

Analysing

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

EvaluatingAnalysing
Questioning

and 
researching

cause and effect    an event or 
action that leads to other events 
or actions
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To test the signi�cance of a cause, see how the events and effects would have transpired if that speci�c cause 
was removed from the process. Would the outcome have changed dramatically? A little? Not at all?

For example the clearing of vegetation of an area (the cause) will lead to land degradation such as salinity 
(the effect). If the clearing of vegetation had never occurred, it is far less likely that the salinity would have 
increased: the cause is a signi�cant one.

1.8.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills identifying and explaining relationships and patterns using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Draw up a table or diagram to compare and contrast the main elements of the Australian system of government 
with that of either Indonesia, India or Japan. In your comparison, consider some of the causes in�uencing the 
development of the systems, and the related effects those decisions had in the short and long terms. Were they 
negative, neutral or positive? For whom and/or what — for example, people, the environment, the economy, 
justice or democracy?

1.8 ACTIVITIES

Analyse FIGURE 1 to determine how sections of Fremantle Harbour have changed since 1900.

FIGURE 1a shows a small part of the south-west corner of a Public Works Department Plan of Fremantle from 
about 1900, when plans were being made to improve the harbour. FIGURE 1b is a photograph showing a wider 
and more recent view.

 1. Identify the approximate area in the photograph that the map represents.
 2. Identify changes that have occurred, and draw up a table to suggest who or what might have experienced 

positive, negative or neutral impacts because of each of the changes. (Consider the environment, people/
culture and the economy in your answer.)

 3. What additional information would you need to determine whether your suggestions about the impact were 
correct? Collect additional resources in different formats to test your ideas. For example, if you suggested 
that one neutral impact was a population boom in the area, research population statistics for the area to �nd 
out if this was the case. HASS skills: Analysing

General capability: Critical and creative thinking

(a) (b)

FIGURE 1  (a) Fremantle Harbour, Public Works Department Plan, c. 1900 (b) An aerial view of Fremantle, 2018
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 Economics and Business 
 Draw up a table or diagram to compare and contrast Australia’s economic performance and standard of 
wellbeing with another country that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of wellbeing. In 
your comparison, consider some of the causes in� uencing the economies and standards of wellbeing, and the 
related effects in the short and long terms. Were they negative, neutral or positive? For whom and/or what — 
for example, speci� c people, the environment, the economy? 

 Geography 
 As part of your comparative study of environmental changes in Australia and another country consider the 
causes of the change and the related effects in the short and long term. Were they negative, neutral or positive? 
For whom and/or what — for example, people, the environment, the economy? 

 History 
 As part of your investigation into how Australia and one other country meet the criteria for three articles in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, consider the causes of why each place does/does not meet their 
obligations and the related effects in the short and long term. Were they negative, neutral or positive? For 
whom and/or what — for example, people, the environment, the economy? 

  1.9   SkillBuilder: Forming strong conclusions based 
on evidence 
  1.9.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops 
your evaluating HASS skills.  
 Use this SkillBuilder  after  you 
have identi� ed and explained 
the reasons for any patterns or 
relationships in your information. 
Use this SkillBuilder  before  you 
start writing or constructing a 
draft response. 

  1.9.2  Tell me 
 To form a conclusion, you need evidence. If you just make a statement you are essentially voicing an opinion. 
Add some well-selected, relevant, reliable evidence to it and all of a sudden you have a strong conclusion. 

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
Analysing

Communicating

re�ecting
Analysing Evaluating
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  1.9.3  Show me 
 In this section we will look at a simple yet solid way to evaluate your sources and develop a conclusion. 

 Step 1: Consider the evidence to form a conclusion 
 Make sure you have all your evidence in front of you. This includes your information, your sources of 
evidence, your notes on relationships and patterns and anything else you have found to � ll the gaps in your 
knowledge. Now, have a look and see if there is an obvious conclusion. Write it down. Next to it write down 
the information from your sources that supports your conclusion. 

 Have another look at your evaluation. Can you add anything to it? If so, write it down. Write down the next 
piece of evidence that supports your conclusion. Keep doing this until you know exactly what it is you want to 
say and have evidence for each of your ideas. 

 Step 2: Consider the possible ambiguities and gaps in the perspectives 
 You have practised identifying different gaps in information and can now put those skills into practice 
identifying similar issues with points of view. Consider this part of the process like forming a rebuttal in 
debating. Weigh up whether the other views are persuasive enough to change your mind or be similarly 
reasonable conclusions to make. Depending on the wording of your topic, you may be expected to include an 
explanation of why other views are less plausible than your own. If so, add these to your mind map or plan. 

 The term  ambiguities  refers to something can have more than one interpretation depending on how the 
source is viewed or there is a gap in the information that makes it hard to form a � rm conclusion. Does 
your evaluation have any of these? Are you missing anything that can change how other people view your 
conclusion? If so, write those down as well.  

 Step 3: Reconsider your conclusion 
 Now that you have your � ndings and the broad strokes of your conclusion put it into paragraph form, if you 
are writing a report or an essay. For every statement that you make, your next sentence must be evidence from 
your � ndings. This is so that your reader can follow your logic and know that your judgements are evidence −
based and sound. 

 Once you have done this read back over it. Drafting is a vital part of writing, and re� ning your core 
idea − your contention or argument − is perhaps the most important part. It’s this set of ideas that underpin 
your whole response. Is your argument clear? Can you add anything that will strengthen your argument? 

 Once you have re-written your evaluation go through it once more or, if possible, 
ask your teacher to review it. This is helpful because they haven’t been involved 
in your research, so may see gaps that you haven’t considered. Change your 
evaluation based on their advice and feedback. 

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to look at your evidence and evaluate it to write a 
strong evidence-driven conclusion.

Evaluating

ambiguities     information that 
has more than one interpretation 
or is unclear
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1.9.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills forming strong conclusions using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
How does Australia’s system of government compare with the system of either Indonesia, India or Japan?

Economics and Business
How does Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing compare with the other country you 
chose?

Geography
How do the environmental changes in your chosen environment compare between Australia and the other 
country you chose?

History
How well do Australia and the other country you chose meet the three articles you selected from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights? Is enough being done to ensure they are upheld in the future?

1.9 ACTIVITY

Consider the evaluation of whether Fraser Island tourist numbers should be reduced.

After considering the impacts on Fraser lsland by tourists, I consider that tourist numbers should be limited, 
especially during the peak tourism season (evaluation). The risk of damage to the special environment that may 
be caused by tourists, such as destruction of the rainforest and pollution of lakes, outweighs the economic gains 
made by the tourism industry. (More than 23 per cent of tourism in the region revolves around Fraser Island.) 
With the government acknowledging this special environment by making greater funding available, particularly to 
reduce road-related erosion, I believe that limiting the tourist numbers (340 000 tourists in 2001– 02) will ensure 
that the ecosystem is not put under pressure, that dingoes and people can co-exist along with camping facilities 
and that four-wheel drive vehicles can be managed with driver education and speci�c regulation for Fraser Island. 
Fraser Island in the past has not always been well managed but I believe restricting tourist numbers will allow this 
special environment to be sustained into the future.

 1. Can you see the different perspectives? Highlight them.
 2. Write a couple of sentences to explain your view of the issue, or which perspective you �nd the most 

persuasive.
 3. For each perspective or different interpretation, identify if there are any gaps in the point of view.

 • What have they not considered?
 • What have they misunderstood?
 • What key information have they not addressed? HASS skills: Evaluating

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.10   SkillBuilder: Proposing plausible explanations 
for patterns and relationships 
  1.10.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
evaluating HASS skills. Use 
this SkillBuilder  during  your 
evaluation.   Use this SkillBuilder 
as  you consider possible 
solutions or action. 

  1.10.2  Tell me 
 Proposing  plausible  explanations means suggesting possible reasons for patterns and relationships you 
have observed. You need to explain these possible reasons and then provide the evidence to back up your 
explanation. You have already done this when you discovered the relationships and patterns in the � rst place. 
This stage involves looking for common features that might provide a bigger picture view of the social, 
political, environmental or economic drivers (or causes) that connect the patterns you have observed. 

  1.10.3  Show me 

 Step 1: Clarify the relationships and patterns you have found 
 Gather the notes you took on relationships and patterns and your map of the key ideas and evidence. Do any of 
these have similar causes? Can you discover other possible relationships and patterns – not just for each idea, 
but between your ideas? 

 Step 2: Identify and explain anomalies 
 An  anomaly  is something in the data that is different to what you expected – essentially, a break in a pattern 
or an outlier. Have you discovered any events, data sets, opinions or sources that do not � t the typical trends or 
patterns you have discovered? If you have, how might they affect your conclusion? 

 Once you have identi� ed an anomaly you also need to explain why it is an anomaly 
and the ways this should be taken into account. For example, researching land 
degradation, you may have come across a sustainability strategy that was supposed 
to be effective, such as planting salt resistant bushes in salt-affected areas. You would 
expect that the bushes would grow well but you have discovered they haven’t. Why? 
The anomaly is the plants were expected to grow but didn’t. 

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
Analysing

Communicating
Analysing Evaluating

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to always provide detailed, evidence-based, 
plausible reasons for relationships and trends.

Evaluating

plausible     a likely or reasonable 
statement or argument based on 
strong, reliable evidence

anomaly     something that falls 
outside expected patterns
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Possible explanations could be that the plants were planted:
 • in an area with too much salt
 • in an area with not enough salt
 • in a year with unusually high (or low) rainfall
 • just before a natural disaster struck
 • in an area where there is a species of animal that eats small saltbush plants
 • in an area that was affected by a disease that killed the bushes
 • on private land without permission and the landowner removed them.

Step 3: Make plausible inferences
A plausible inference is a reasonable idea why there is a relationship or an anomaly; it can’t be made up, 
it must be evidence based. There may be a number of explanations for the example of the salt bushes not 
growing in step 2, but you will need to �nd data to demonstrate which is the most likely. This is part of the 
circular nature of research; sometimes, the more you learn, the more questions you have to answer. Having to 
answer more questions at this stage doesn’t mean your initial research was �awed or too vague; it is often a 
sign that you are still curious and thinking carefully about your topic. You are following the path of your clues 
carefully data on salt levels in the soil and resistance levels of salt bush. Many inferences are plausible, so part 
of this process is weighing up which are the most likely based on the given evidence.

Step 4: Form conclusions based on your inferences
Add signi�cant anomalies that raise important questions or in�uence your perspective to your mind map plan. 
As with your other points, include evidence that demonstrates what the anomaly is, and explain the impact it 
has on any considerations of the topic.

1.10.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills proposing plausible explanations for anomalies using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
In your research of Australia's system of government and that of either Indonesia, India or Japan, what 
anomalies arose in the patterns of information? For example, does a government not seem to operate in 
practice the way its system is structured in theory?

FIGURE 1  When you discover an anomaly you need to look for an explanation as to why it occurred. 
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 Economics and Business 
 In your comparison of Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing with another country, what 
anomalies arose in the patterns of information? For example, are there groups of people for whom the usual 
patterns of wellbeing do not apply? Or are there periods of time when there was an unusual economic boom or 
slump? 

 Geography 
 In researching your comparative study of environmental change for Australia and another country what 
anomalies arose in the patterns of change? For example, was there a period of signi� cant or no change within a 
generally consistent trend? 

 History 
 Based on your research of your chosen three articles from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what 
anomalies arose in the way each country meets their obligations? For example, are there speci� c examples of a 
country not meeting the criteria in a historical pattern of upholding them? 

  1.11   SkillBuilder: Proposing possible actions and 
predicting their outcomes 
  1.11.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
evaluating HASS skills. Use 
this SkillBuilder  after  you have 
formed your opinions about 
a topic. Use this SkillBuilder 
as  you start to draft your 
assessment or report. 

  1.11.2  Tell me 
 For many tasks in Year 10, you also need to suggest possible actions to resolve the issues and predict their 
outcomes. You need to evaluate whether the outcomes will have a positive effect for all concerned or a negative 
effect. You then need to decide if the effect is worth the action. 

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
Analysing

Communicating

re�ecting
Analysing Evaluating

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to examine a range of possible actions to resolve 
issues or situations, in order to recommend the best ways to respond.

Evaluating
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1.11.3 Show me

Step 1: Identify the component parts of the change, challenge or event that is needed
Once you have identi�ed a change you need to think about the steps or the parts that are required to implement 
this. If you have decided that planting trees is a good way to improve the quality of farming land you need to 
look at what is needed to implement it. It’s not simply ‘We need trees’.

Rather, your proposed change might require:
 • the trees
 • the people to plant the trees
 • permission from the landowner or custodians
 • permission from the government
 • an implementation plan
 • the money to pay for it all.

In your evaluation of this action you also need to weigh whether the outcome will be positive and/or positive 
enough to be worth the time and money it will take to implement.

Consider whether:
 • the land will improve with the planting of the trees or stay the same
 • there is a better, cheaper, quicker or easier solution. 

Step 2: Identify the type of action required to implement the change
Now that you have the components, consider what needs to be done to bring all the components together. 
Develop a plan for action.

 • Is it people coming together to resolve an issue? What steps would this require?
 • Is it educating people to improve their practices? How could you do this?
 • Does the government need to be involved? Which part and how would you get them involved?

HOW DO I KNOW WHAT IS THE ‘BEST’ WAY TO RESPOND?

With complex issues, there are often a whole range 
strategies that will make a difference to a problem, and they 
might operate on different levels, time-frames and scales. 
There may not be one ‘right’ answer, but it is your job to 
suggest which is the best based on the criteria and effects 
you decide are the most important – and that will depend 
on your own values and priorities. For example, if your 
problem is that a �re swept through your property and you 
don't have enough cleared land or feedstock to support 
your beef cattle, you could:
 a. clear some bushland that wasn’t burnt
 b. sell the cattle and farm something else
 c. leave the farm �nd a new job in the city
 d. buy a new farm that wasn't burnt
 e. sell most of your cattle and become a subsistence farmer
 f. agist cattle elsewhere
 g. buy feed until the pasture grows back.

Some solutions value economic factors over lifestyle (moving into town), some value long-term factors over short 
(buying a farm). The best solution simply means you have valued what that solution protects over what needs to 
be sacri�ced.
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Make sure you articulate what you think is the best course of action to improve the issue at hand and how your 
plan will solve the problems.

Step 3: Predict plausible outcomes of the action
You then need to predict what the outcomes could be. Because you are putting the idea forward it stands to 
reason that you won’t have any hard and fast data to show the outcome of the action. That’s where you predict 
what could happen. Write down your positive, neutral and negative outcomes as possible suggestions. Provide 
a brief explanation about why you think these are possible outcomes.

Sometimes, you might not decide on a course of action until you have determined potential consequences of 
each different option. This is where a concept map, as shown in FIGURE 2, can be helpful.

1.11.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills proposing plausible explanations using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Issue

Add a branch for each
stakeholder and list the
positive impacts. 

Add a branch for each
stakeholder and list the
negative impacts. 

Add a branch for each
stakeholder and list the
neutral or uncertain impacts.

Solution
3

Solution
1

Solution
2

FIGURE 1  Exploring the potential positive, negative and uncertain outcomes of a proposed solution
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Civics and Citizenship
Based on your research of Australia’s system of government compared with the system of either Indonesia, 
India or Japan, identify what each country would suggest is a weakness in the other’s system, what changes 
they might propose to ‘�x’ the problem, and what the likely outcomes would be of such changes.

Economics and Business
Based on your research of Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing compared with another 
country, suggest ways that each of the countries could improve their economic performance and the effects this 
would likely have on wellbeing, and ways that each country could improve wellbeing and the likely effects on 
their economy.

Geography
Based on your comparative study of environmental change for Australia and another country, suggest what 
strategies might help to mitigate (make less negative) the impacts of the changes that you have found. For each 
strategy you suggest, outline what negative or neutral impacts this might have on other aspects of the country.

History
Based on your research of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, suggest what changes might help to 
improve how well each country adheres to your chosen articles. For each strategy you suggest, outline what 
negative or neutral impacts this might have on other aspects of the country or the global community.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.12   SkillBuilder: Choosing appropriate formats and 
language 
  1.12.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops 
your communicating HASS 
skills. Use this SkillBuilder 
after  you have researched and 
considered your topic from all 
angles. 

  1.12.2  Tell me 
 An appropriate format is  how  you present your information. There are a lot of conventions (or expectations) for 
academic work, especially how writing should be structured. These conventions have several purposes such as 
making the type of writing clear to the audience (in the same way that you can recognise a horror movie by the 
soundtrack, you should be able to recognise an essay or report by its title and structure) and to make the � ow 
of ideas clearer (if we can predict where an argument of discussion is heading, it is much easier to follow) — 
hence why you have been taught to use topic sentences for your paragraphs. Unless you are speci� cally told to 
break conventions, part of your assessment is to show that you both understand and can use the conventions of 
your task-type well. 

 Appropriate language depends on knowing your audience and making sure you pitch your language to those 
people. You don’t want the language to be too simple if your teacher is reading it, and you don’t want it to be 
too dif� cult if you are writing something Year 7s might be asked to read. 

  1.12.3  Show me 
 In some cases, you will be given a speci� c format to use, other times you will be given options. Make sure you 
know the structures that are needed; for example, make sure you know the report format you may be asked to use.  

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to choose how you will present your information 
and know the conventions of your chosen format, and the language that is appropriate to 
the topic and easy for your audience to understand.

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Evaluating
Questioning

and 
researching

AnalysingAnalysing Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

  BEFORE YOU BEGIN, CHECK YOUR LANGUAGE 

  Review the language in your research. Are there words you don’t understand? If 
so, look them up and make sure you know what they mean. Never use words you 
don’t know the meaning of because you may be asked to de� ne them, or you 
may use them incorrectly. 
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Step 1: Review the task instructions
Go back over the task. Has your teacher given you a speci�c format to follow? If so, that is part of your 
assessment — know the expectations and use the appropriate format. These formats and conventions can 
change in different subjects, so ensure that the structures and rules you are following are for the subject in 
which you are completing the assignment.

If you have been given a variety of formats choose one that will �t with your information. Make sure you 
understand what is expected of you so you can produce a �nal product that �ts the brief and allows you to 
show as much information as possible.

Step 2: Determine the appropriate format and its conventions
If you have lots of data and diagrams choose a format that allows you to show them, such as a PowerPoint, 
website or infographic. If you have lots of analysis and evaluation, an oral presentation or essay may be the 
best option. Whichever format you have been given make sure you understand the conventions for it. If you do 
not know, ask your teacher what they expect, or refer to your assessment criteria.

An essay has a very speci�c structure so make sure you have an introduction and body paragraphs, as well 
as a strong conclusion. When you plan your essay make sure your information is in some kind of order that 
makes sense to you and the reader. For example, if you are writing an essay on the causes of World War II, 
you generally won’t begin the essay with what ended World War II, you start before the war and go from there. 
Information that is presented in a logical and predictable sequence is much easier to understand.

Step 3: Plan the overall structure of your response to the task
As we have discussed, planning is vital. It helps you make sure your information is in order and if there is 
anything else you need to include. It can be a simple plan of the key ideas and evidence, but it is good to have 
something to refer back to as you are writing.

An essay plan on the causes of World War II can be as simple as the following.
 • Introduction — brief outline of causes
 • Body paragraph 1 — Treaty of Versailles
 • Body paragraph 2 — The rise of Fascism and Hitler
 • Body paragraph 3 — Appeasement
 • Conclusion — sum up.

You can also go back and add some more information to keep you on topic once you have written this outline.

1.12 ACTIVITY

One of the most important parts of a question, but one that students often overlook, is the verb. In a topic or 
assignment task description, you will be given speci�c things that you have to do, and the verbs are the key to 
how you provide the information required in the format that is required.

TABLE 1  Common verbs in HASS tasks and exercises

Task verb What the task/
exercise requires 
you to do

Example What you need to provide to 
answer the question

Apply Use, utilise, employ 
in a particular 
situation

Apply your understanding of 
employment trends over the 
last 10 years to predict what 
will happen to employment 
rates in the next ten years.

Data about employment trends, a 
discussion of the trends, predicted 
trends for the next 10 years, 
explanation /evidence of connection 
between past and predictions

Contrast Show how things are 
different or opposite

Contrast the policies and 
platforms of the ALP and 
Liberal Party.

A point of view/contention (thesis 
statement), list of differences, 
evidence
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 1. In pairs or small groups, write a series of questions using the verbs in table 1 based on the topic you are 
studying at the moment.

 a. Brainstorm what kinds of information you would expect a student to provide in answer to that question (an 
expanded version of the right-hand column in table 1).

 b. Swap your questions (not the brainstorm) with another group and ask them to provide you with an outline of 
how they would answer the question.

 c. Join together and discuss your brainstorms, or share them with the class.
 d. Write a short re�ection: what were the things you missed in your brainstorm that you should be careful to 

include with assessment tasks?
General capability: Literacy

Task verb What the task/
exercise requires 
you to do

Example What you need to provide to 
answer the question

Deduce Draw conclusions 
based on inference

The number of people 
employed in the mining 
industry in the Kimberley 
region of Western Australia 
declined 65% between 2011 
and 2016, but the population 
stayed stable at around 
35,000 people. What can you 
deduce from this data?

A point of view about what the data 
means, an explanation of why the 
data implies what you suggest

Demonstrate Show by example Demonstrate how a resolution 
passes through the United 
Nations.

Step-by-step examples of a 
process or event

Determine Decide, �nd out Determine whether your 
favourite clothing brand 
produces their products 
ethically.

A point of view/contention (thesis 
statement), supporting explanations 
and evidence

Distinguish Recognise or 
note/indicate as 
being distinct or 
different from; note 
differences between

Distinguish between macro- 
and microconomic policy 
options.

Facts and de�nitions of each, 
discussion of key differences

Extrapolate Infer from what is 
known

What can you extrapolate 
from available data on the 
�shing industry in Albany?

A point of view about what the data 
means, an explanation of why the 
data implies what you suggest

Interpret Draw meaning from Interpet the latest ABS 
Census data from your 
town or region to provide 
an overview of the trends in 
employment.

Statement/s about what the 
information means, supporting 
evidence connecting each 
statement back to the information

De�nitions from ‘Glossary of key words in the formulation of questions’, WA School Curriculum and Standards Authority

1.12.4 Let me do it
Practise presenting information in a way that suits your purpose using the following actvities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.
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1.13   SkillBuilder: Developing strong evidence-based 
discussions and explanations 
1.13.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops 
your communicating HASS 
skills. Use this SkillBuilder 
after  you have planned or 
drafted your writing or task 
response. 

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)

Evaluating
Questioning

and 
researching

AnalysingAnalysing Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Civics and Citizenship 
  Research Australia’s system of government and compare and contrast the main elements with the system of 
either Indonesia, India or Japan. Choose the best way to present this information, and plan your structure. 

 Economics and Business 
 Research Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing. Compare these with another country 
that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of wellbeing. You need to research the traditional 
indicators of economic performance, as well as access some of the wellbeing measurement tools. Choose the 
best way to present this information, and plan your structure. 

Geography 
 Select one of the following types of environments and conduct a comparative study of environmental change 
for Australia and another country. 

     • Land 
     • Inland water 
     • Coast 
     • Marine 
     • Urban   

 Choose the best way to present this information, and plan your structure. 

History 
 Research the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Choose three articles to learn more about. Investigate 
how Australia meets the criteria for these articles, or what we are doing to improve our performance in these. 
Choose another country and compare them. Choose the best way to present this information, and plan your 
structure. 
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  1.13.2  Tell me 
 A strong evidence-based discussion or explanation is one that presents highly accurate and detailed 
information, and/or a reasonable conclusion, suggestions or predictions about an issue, and backs this up with 
reliable, speci� c evidence. It is also bene� cial to explain everything you have learned in a way people � nd 
interesting and informative. You want them to engage with what they are learning and continue to think about 
it long after they � nish reading or watching you present. 

  1.13.3  Show me 
 This is the section where you take your plan and put it into action. If you have followed the previous steps in 
the process, you know what you are saying and how you are going to say it — it is time to draft and craft your 
response. 

 Step 1: Select strong and appropriate evidence and language to support your 
conclusions 
 You have found reliable information but it’s important to match the right evidence with the right idea. Don’t 
use statistics when a picture conveys more meaning, or vice versa. 

 Supporting arguments or ideas with evidence is like completing a jigsaw. You can’t just force any two pieces 
together; they have to � t, to build the same part of the image together. Look for the strongest evidence that 
supports each claim; never leave a claim unsupported. 

 Consider the example in FIGURE 1. It makes very broad claims that are imprecise and includes no supporting 
evidence or facts. (It has been annotated to show you how it might be improved.)  

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is making sure that you use suf� cient, reliable 
evidence to sustain your evaluation and that your writing of these explanations is clear and 
concise.

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Hitler hated the Treaty of Versailles, so when he became
German leader, he ignored all of its clauses. This made
other countries angry and after a while they declared war
on Germany.

Be speci�c – thought it
was unfair and
demeaning.

Use the correct
title – Chancellor.

All of them? From the
beginning or speci�c
ones at speci�c times?

How long? When? Be
speci�c.

Be speci�c – who are
they?

Give reasons why.

Give speci�c examples: was it all clauses,
when did he break it, what exactly did he
do that was against the treaty?

FIGURE 1  As you sharpen your analysis skills, practise analysing your own writing for how it could be improved. 
When you have � nished a draft, read it carefully and look for some of these common � aws.
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Step 2: Cross-check the evidence with the sources (quotes and facts)
As you are writing your evidence go back over your sources and make sure you have interpreted everything 
correctly. Is your data accurate and is your analysis of a political cartoon accurate? Have you seen the different 
perspectives and biases? If you have not double checked your sources, you could potentially be giving 
someone some misleading or ambiguous evidence.

Step 3: Justify the links between your evidence and your conclusions
It’s not suf�cient to simply state your point of view and list evidence. You have to show the connection 
between the two — explain how you came to your conclusions based on the evidence at hand. How did you 
decide from the timeline of pre-World War II that Hitler’s actions were responsible for starting World War II? 
By saying something like, ‘based on the evidence in the timeline it has been shown that...’ you are justifying 
how you came to that conclusion. Everything comes back to linking your evaluation to the evidence.

1.13 ACTIVITIES

1. In a paragraph arguing that the actions and events in Germany between 1919 and 1939 contributed greatly to 
the start of World War II, you may need to provide evidence or an example to support the following claim:

After the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 Germany was left with little money and high unemployment.

Which of the following is the strongest evidence to back up that claim? Assess the strength of each and 
determine which (and it might be more than one) provides the strongest support for this claim.

Germany’s employment rate 
started to rise in the mid-1930s 
after Hitler came to power.

The League of Nations 
imposed a series of 
restrictions on Germany, 
which Hitler later ignored.

Germany lost control of signi�cant 
�elds of natural resources, such a 
coal and other raw materials that were 
central to rebuilding.

Germany owed substantial 
reparations to other countries, 
which reduced their capacity to 
repair their own economy.

The German people were 
angry that their government 
had signed the Treaty of 
Versailles.

Limitations were placed on the size 
and capabilities of the German armed 
forces.

General capability: Literacy

2.  Compare the following paragraphs (one includes the example from FIGURE 1). Identify the differences between 
the two examples, and describe which sample demonstrates each of these features the most successfully:

 a. linking claims to evidence
 b. providing speci�c details
 c. using clear and effective language
 d. making the sources of evidence clear
 e. using accurate terminology

SAMPLE 1

The actions and events in Germany contributed greatly to the start of World War II. After the signing of the Treaty 
of Versailles in 1919, Germany was left with little money and high unemployment. They also had to repay debts to 
other countries. The German population felt betrayed by their government for signing the Treaty because they felt 
it unfairly laid the blame for the war on their nation. Over time, this anger and the impacts of the Great Depression 
on Germany’s economy were key factors that allowed Hitler to become the Führer. In obtaining complete control 
over the country and its Constitution, Hitler de�ed the Treaty of Versailles clauses and the edicts of the League 
of Nations and eliminated many of his opponents. Consequently, when he ordered Poland to be invaded in 1939, 
Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Britain, saw it as a signi�cantly hostile action and declared war.

SAMPLE 2

The actions and events in Germany between 1919 and 1939 contributed signi�cantly to the start of World War II. 
After the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, Germany was left with little money and high unemployment. 
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1.13.4 Let me do it
Practise writing a strong, evidence-based responses using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Research Australia’s system of government and compare and contrast the main elements with the system of 
either Indonesia, India or Japan. Review your draft response, or swap with a friend, and highlight the areas that 
you need to strengthen.

Economics and Business
Research Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing. Compare these with another country 
that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of wellbeing. You need to research the traditional 
indicators of economic performance, as well as access some of the wellbeing measurement tools. Review your 
draft response, or swap with a friend, and highlight the areas that you need to strengthen.

Geography
Select one of the following types of environments and conduct a comparative study of environmental change 
for Australia and another country.

 • Land
 • Inland water
 • Coast
 • Marine
 • Urban

Review your draft response, or swap with a friend, and highlight the areas that you need to strengthen.

History
Research the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Choose three articles to learn more about. Investigate 
how Australia meets the criteria for these articles, or what we are doing to improve our performance in these. 
Choose another country and compare them. Review your draft response, or swap with a friend, and highlight 
the areas that you need to strengthen.

They also had to pay back debts to other countries — 132 billion gold marks. The German population felt betrayed 
by their government for signing the Treaty because they felt it unfairly laid the blame for the war on their nation. 
Over time, this resentment and the impacts of the Great Depression on Germany’s already struggling economy 
were key factors that allowed Hitler to gain power. We can see from the propaganda poster (SOURCE 1) that Hitler 
was telling the German people he was a superior ruler to the current leader, Hindenburg, because he had called on 
Hitler to form a government. As we can see from the timeline, this support allowed Hitler to become the Führer in 
1933, and obtain complete control over the country and its Constitution. Hitler then de�ed the Treaty of Versailles 
clauses and the edicts of the League of Nations by beginning to rebuild the armed forces and eliminating many of 
his political opponents. Consequently, when he ordered Poland to be invaded in 1939, Neville Chamberlain, the 
Prime Minister of Britain, saw it as a signi�cantly hostile action and declared war. General capability: Literacy

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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  1.14   SkillBuilder: Re� ecting on research techniques 
and � ndings 
  1.14.1  When to use this SkillBuilder 
 This SkillBuilder develops your 
re� ecting HASS skills. Use this 
SkillBuilder  after  you have 
completed your inquiry task. 

  1.14.2  Tell me 
 Now that you are at the end 
of your inquiry it is time to 
re� ect on what you have learned. Look back over everything from your questioning, researching, analysing, 
evaluating and communicating. While you do this ask yourself three questions: 
     1.  What did I learn? 
     2.  How well did I learn? 
     3.  How can I improve my skills for next time?   

 This re� ection doesn’t need to be lengthy, but be honest with yourself.

  1.14.3  Show me 

 Step 1: Consider how research techniques change (with time and experience) 
 When you are re� ecting on how you learned, identify the steps you found easy. If it was easy to write research 
questions but dif� cult to evaluate your sources and develop a conclusion then you know for next time you 
should focus on that. The chances are in Year 7 you probably needed your teacher to give you your research 
questions. You should be pleased that this is now an easy thing to do. 

Evaluating
Questioning

and 
researching

AnalysingAnalysing Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

In Year 10 HASS, the focus of this skill is to think about your strengths and weaknesses as 
a researcher and re� ect on what you learnt about the issue you were researching. You 
should also think about how these issues have impacted on your view of the world and 
your place in it

Communicating
and

re�ecting

CAN’T I TELL FROM MY MARKS HOW WELL I DID?

Now that you have � nished put your entire task in front 
of you from start to � nish and see what you knew at the 
beginning and the gaps in your knowledge that needed to 
be � lled. Through your research and analysis have you � lled 
in those gaps? Your teacher can provide you with feedback 
on what you did well and what could be improved in your 
� nal product, but no-one knows what you did throughout 
the process better than you do. Taking a moment to note 
down or just think about how the process went — and being 
both blunt with and kind to yourself  — can help you identify 
a few things you can improve each time you complete an 
assignment.
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Step 2: Consider how your personal values and beliefs affect your learning
When you are re�ecting on what you learned consider what you already believed about the issue. Do you think 
this in�uenced your judgement on your evidence analysis? It is okay if it did, but you do need to make sure 
that you didn’t put your own bias — unacknowledged and challenged — into your evaluation.

Conversely, did what you learned change your beliefs about the issue and has this change made you re-think 
other things as well? It is good to challenge what you already know about something. This is how we grow and 
learn as human beings.

1.14.4 Let me do it
Think about how your research techniques are developing using the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and Citizenship
Your task was to research Australia’s system of government and compare and contrast the main elements of 
Australia’s system of government with that of another country. You could choose from Indonesia, India or 
Japan. Re�ect on how you completed this task.

Economics and Business
Your task was to research Australia’s economic performance and standard of wellbeing and then research 
another country that has poorer economic performance and a lower standard of wellbeing. You needed 
to research the traditional indicators, as well as access wellbeing measurement tools. Re�ect on how you 
completed this task.

Geography
Your task was to conduct a comparative study of environmental change for Australia and another country the 
following areas.

 • Land
 • Inland water
 • Coast
 • Marine
 • Urban

Re�ect on how you completed this task.

History
Your task was to research the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and choose three articles to learn more 
about. You were then to investigate how Australia meets the criteria for these articles, or what we are doing 
to improve our performance in these, then choose another country and compare them. Re�ect on how you 
completed this task.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship: Level 1 (ewbk-5982), Level 2 (ewbk-5983), Level 3 (ewbk-5984)

Economics and Business: Level 1 (ewbk-5985), Level 2 (ewbk-5986), Level 3 (ewbk-5987)
Geography: Level 1 (ewbk-5988), Level 2 (ewbk-5989), Level 3 (ewbk-5990)
History: Level 1 (ewbk-5991), Level 2 (ewbk-5992), Level 3 (ewbk-5993)
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1.15  Review
1.15.1 Key knowledge summary
Questioning and researching

1. Identify what other people think about the topic and understand the reasons why perspectives differ.
• Step 1: Identify any misconceptions in your knowledge.
• Step 2: Identify the gaps in your knowledge.
• Step 3: Identify your personal perspectives and compare them with other people’s.

2. Write, test and re�ne your research questions.
• Step 1: Design an organised and purposeful research plan.
• Step 2: Write questions to investigate relationships, patterns and trends.
• Step 3: Review your focus questions to test their usefulness.

3. Use and correctly reference more complex primary and secondary sources. 
• Step 1: Collect data from reliable and relevant sources.
• Step 2: Identify the origin, purpose and context of sources.
• Step 3: Reference your information accurately and appropriately.

Analysing
4. Examine and compare information, and understand context, bias and currency.

• Step 1: Analyse primary and secondary sources for reliability and usefulness.
• Step 2: Analyse sources for bias.
• Step 3: Analyse sources for currency.
• Step 4: Analyse hierarchies of information (categories and subcategories).

5. Compare and contrast information in different formats to identify interpretations or perspectives.
• Step 1: Understand factors that in�uence people’s points of view.
• Step 2: Identify different potential interpretations of a source.
• Step 3: Explain why information/data might be interpreted differently in different situations.

6. Identify and explain patterns and relationships and identify if they have positive, negative or neutral effects.
• Step 1: Compare information in different formats to identify change over time.
• Step 2: Identify and explain cause and effect relationships.

Evaluating
7. Look at your evidence and evaluate it to form conclusions.

• Step 1: Consider the evidence to form a conclusion.
• Step 2: Consider the possible ambiguities and gaps in the perspectives.
• Step 3: Reconsider your conclusion. 

8. Provide detailed, evidence-based, plausible reasons for relationships and trends. 
• Step 1: Clarify the relationships and patterns you have found.
• Step 2: Identify and explain anomalies. 
• Step 3: Make plausible inferences. 
• Step 4: Form conclusions based on your inferences.

9. Examine a range of possible actions and recommend the best ways to respond.  
• Step 1: Identify the component parts of the change, challenge or event that is needed.
• Step 2: Identify the type of action required to implement the change. 
• Step 3: Predict plausible outcomes of the action. 

Communicating and re�ecting
10. Choose your format and follow appropriate conventions of format, language and audience.

• Step 1: Review the task instructions.
• Step 2: Determine the appropriate format and its conventions.
• Step 3: Plan the overall structure of your response to the task.
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Step 3: Explain why information/data might be interpreted differently in different situations.

Identify and explain patterns and relationships and identify if they have positive, negative or neutral effects.

UNCORRECTED 
Identify and explain patterns and relationships and identify if they have positive, negative or neutral effects.

Step 1: Compare information in different formats to identify change over time.

UNCORRECTED 
Step 1: Compare information in different formats to identify change over time.
Step 2: Identify and explain cause and effect relationships.

UNCORRECTED 
Step 2: Identify and explain cause and effect relationships.

Look at your evidence and evaluate it to form conclusions.
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Look at your evidence and evaluate it to form conclusions.
Step 1: Consider the evidence to form a conclusion.
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Step 1: Consider the evidence to form a conclusion.
Step 2: Consider the possible ambiguities and gaps in the perspectives.
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Step 2: Consider the possible ambiguities and gaps in the perspectives.
Step 3: Reconsider your conclusion. 
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Step 3: Reconsider your conclusion. 
Provide detailed, evidence-based, plausible reasons for relationships and trends. 

UNCORRECTED 

Provide detailed, evidence-based, plausible reasons for relationships and trends. 
Step 1: Clarify the relationships and patterns you have found.
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Step 1: Clarify the relationships and patterns you have found.
Step 2: Identify and explain anomalies. 
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Step 2: Identify and explain anomalies. 
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• Step 3: Make plausible inferences. 

UNCORRECTED 

Step 3: Make plausible inferences. 
•

UNCORRECTED 

• Step 4: Form conclusions based on your inferences.
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Step 4: Form conclusions based on your inferences.
9.

UNCORRECTED 

9. Examine a range of possible actions and recommend the best ways to respond.  

UNCORRECTED 

Examine a range of possible actions and recommend the best ways to respond.  
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Step 1: Analyse primary and secondary sources for reliability and usefulness.
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Step 1: Analyse primary and secondary sources for reliability and usefulness.

Step 4: Analyse hierarchies of information (categories and subcategories).
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Step 4: Analyse hierarchies of information (categories and subcategories).

Compare and contrast information in different formats to identify interpretations or perspectives.PAGE 
Compare and contrast information in different formats to identify interpretations or perspectives.
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Step 1: Understand factors that in�uence people’s points of view.
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 11. Use suf�cient, reliable evidence and write clear and concise explanations.
 • Step 1: Select strong and appropriate evidence and language to support your conclusions.
 • Step 2: Cross-check the evidence with the sources (quotes and facts).
 • Step 3: Justify the links between your evidence and your conclusions.
 12. Identify your strengths and weaknesses as a researcher and explain the impact of your personal views.
 • Step 1: Consider how research techniques change (with time and experience).
 • Step 2: Consider how your personal values and beliefs affect your learning.

1.15.2 Key terms

ambiguities    information that has more than one interpretation or is unclear

anomaly    something that falls outside expected patterns

cause and effect    an event or action that leads to other events or actions 

context    the situation or circumstances (time period, place, writer, purpose etc.) in which a source or data set was created

plausible    a likely or reasonable statement or argument based on strong, reliable evidence

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic (ewbk-5995)

Re�ection (ewbk-5994)
Student learning matrix (ewbk-5981)
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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

This is a summary of the digital resources you will �nd online for Topic 1 to help support your learning and deepen 
your understanding. When you see these icons next to an image or paragraph, go to learnON to access video 
eLessons, interactivities, weblinks and other support material for this topic. 

1.3   SkillBuilder: Identifying knowledge 
and perspectives

 eWorkbook
• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.4   SkillBuilder: Writing and dissecting 
research questions

 eWorkbook
• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.5   SkillBuilder: Finding and referencing 
primary and secondary sources

 eWorkbook
• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.6   SkillBuilder: Analysing primary and 
secondary sources

 eWorkbook
• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.7  SkillBuilder: Identifying and comparing 
perspectives

 eWorkbook
• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
• History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.8   SkillBuilder: Identifying and explaining 
relationships and patterns

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.9   SkillBuilder: Forming strong 
conclusions based on evidence

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.10   SkillBuilder: Proposing plausible 
explanations for patterns and 
relationships

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.11   SkillBuilder: Proposing possible 
actions and predicting their 
outcomes

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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perspectives
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perspectives
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eWorkbook
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•
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• Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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• Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
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1.12   SkillBuilder: Choosing appropriate 
formats and language

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.13   SkillBuilder: Developing strong 
evidence-based discussions and 
explanations

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.14   SkillBuilder: Re�ecting on research 
techniques and �ndings

 eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Economics and Business: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • Geography: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3
 • History: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3

1.15 Review
 eWorkbook 

 • Re�ection (ewbk-5994)
 • Student learning matrix (ewbk-5981)

To access these online resources, log on to www.jacplus.com.au.
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