
1 Concepts and skills in HASS
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in this 
topic.

1.1  Key concepts in HASS
Welcome to Year 7 HASS. This subject is all about you: humans. It’s about where we live and how we live. It’s 
also about how and where people lived in the past, how people different from you are living now, and what life 
might be like for people in the future.

HASS stands for Humanities and Social Sciences. In HASS, there are four subjects:
 • Civics and citizenship
 • Economics and business
 • Geography
 • History.

But HASS isn’t just about each of these subjects by themselves; in HASS, you will also explore how these 
subjects are connected — just like the parts of our world are connected.

FIGURE 1  Understanding the HASS skills will help you make connections.

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

2 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for WA Second Edition

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   2 5/30/2020   7:31:37 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



The main concepts (or ideas) in HASS are listed in the diagram that follows. You will get to know what these 
words mean as you work through each subject this year, and in future years.

1.1.1 Key concepts in Year 7 HASS
The big questions we try to answer in HASS this year relate to things that affect your everyday life; as 
individuals, members of teams and families, and members of local and global communities — even if it 
doesn’t seem like they might affect you at the moment.

Just because there are four subjects within HASS, it doesn’t mean they aren’t connected. They all connect to 
each other in many ways.

For example, this year, you will explore some of the following connections.

• Democracy
• Democratic values
• The Westminster
   system
• Justice
• Participation
• Rights and
   responsibilities
• What is democracy?
• How does Australia’s
   democracy work?
• What is justice?
   • What legal rights and
         responsibilities do
            we have in Australia?

• Place
• Space
• Environment
• Interconnection
• Sustainability
• Scale
• Change
• How do we live
   sustainably?
• Why is water such a big
   issue?
• Why do we live where we do?
• How do we make places
   better for the people who
   live there?

• Source
• Evidence
• Continuity and change
• Cause and effect
• Perspective
• Empathy
• Signi�cance
• Contestability
• How do we know what
   happened in ancient history?
• Why should we learn about and 
   protect ancient things and
   cultures?
• What are the important aspects
   of an ancient culture?

Civics and
citizenship

Economics
and

business

Geography

History
            • Scarcity
         • Making choices
     • Specialisation and trade
• Interdependence
• Allocation and markets
• Economic performance and living
   standards
• What makes a business successful?
• What skills or qualities do you need 
   to run a business?
• How do Australians earn money?
• Interdependence
• Allocation and markets
• Economic performance and living
   standards

FIGURE 2  The main concepts in HASS for each subject
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1.2  Key skills in HASS
1.2.1 What are HASS skills?
In HASS, it’s important to be curious about the world around you. You will need to investigate and research to 
learn more about humans and their society.

In primary school, you will have learned some of these skills on a basic level, but as you work through HASS 
you will learn to use these skills in a more sophisticated or detailed way. You will find the same skills taught 
in Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 HASS, but as you move through school, the level at which you will use these skills will 
become deeper and more accomplished.

Below is an outline of the four main skills you will learn to help you be more curious, each broken down into 
a set of smaller steps. Each of these skills will be explained in more detail in this topic.
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Why do we value some
things more than others?

W
ho sets the rules for w
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b

usinesses can d
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Is living sustainab
ly m

ore exp
ensive?

Who makes the rules about
protecting the environment?

How did human society
develop this way?

Geography
Civics
 and 

Citizenship

History

Economics 
and 

Business

FIGURE 3  The different subjects in HASS are all connected.
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Think of building these HASS skills in the same way 
you might consider your ability to make a cake. When 
people begin baking, they start with basic cakes with 
simple flavours. There might not be any decorations, 
or the cakes might be a little bit messy or simple. As 
a person’s baking skills improve, they will be able to 
make more complicated cakes with different flavour 
combinations and layers, and the decorations will 
become more complicated and impressive.

A similar process happens with your HASS skills. In 
primary school, you started by asking simple questions, 
but, as you learned more, your questions became deeper 
and more complex.

1.2.2 Questioning and researching
Questioning and researching are connected, multi-step 
processes.

When you have been given a topic to investigate or a 
problem to solve, you need to ask good questions to 
focus your research. Without clear focus questions, it is 
very hard to find the information you need.

There are two main questioning and research skills you 
will develop this year across your HASS subjects.
You will work on:

 • asking good focus questions to improve your research
 • ways to check that the information you find is useful, accurate and reliable.

1.2.3 Analysing
Analysing is the process of deciding what you are learning from 
the information you are looking at. Sometimes the information in a 
source seems easy to find, but for other sources you have to look or 
think a little deeper.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

FIGURE 1  Your HASS skills will build in complexity across Years 7-10.

Locate appropriate sources of that information.

Record relevant information from a range of sources.

Present the information in a relevant form.

Identify and understand the general question 
you are attempting to answer.

Develop a series of speci�c questions that
will help guide your research in the appropriate

direction, and help you determine the 
information you need.

FIGURE 2  The process of researching a topic

analysing    examining information 
and opinions closely to see how 
they are constructed and looking 
for connections between their 
parts or with other ideas and 
opinions
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As a part of this process, you also need to think in more detail about how accurate and reliable the information 
is. You also need to think about how useful it is. A good way to do this is to look at your hypothesis or focus 
question and then think about how well you can answer the question or prove your hypothesis using this 
information.

You will be working with many different types of source in HASS this year; for example, maps, written 
documents, pictures, diagrams and tables of data. Good researchers always consider whether information 
comes from a useful source, an accurate source and a reliable source. When you look at any source of 
information — whether it is in HASS, another subject or outside school — you should consider these things.

1.2.4 Evaluating
Evaluating means looking at the information and sources you have gathered, as well as the relationships, 
trends and viewpoints you have discovered through your analysis. You then come to conclusions about what 
you have learned and weigh up the benefits or problems associated with possible solutions or actions.

This is the skill where you bring everything you have learned together and make a judgement to answer your 
hypothesis. Don’t be too quick to jump to those conclusions though.

In HASS, you will often find that your evidence leads you to a ‘yes, but...’, or a ‘sometimes’ or a ‘no, but...’ 
In fact, the more skills you develop in HASS, the more likely you are to reach one of these ‘grey area’ 
conclusions. They generally show that you are thinking quite deeply about an issue and can see it from a range 
of perspectives.

Not having one solution or explanation is a good thing if you can give strong 
reasons to show why there might be more than one answer to consider.

1.2.5 Communicating and reflecting
Now that you have your notes and your sources of evidence to demonstrate 
what you have learned, you must think of your audience. For example, if you 
are creating a poster for your year 7 classmates, you need to make sure they 
understand what they are reading and not make it too hard or too easy. You 
also need to design it in a way they will find interesting. If you are creating 
a poster for an old person’s home, however, you might use a  very different 
design and language.

useful source    the information 
helps to answer your research or 
focus questions

accurate source    the information 
is correct and factual

reliable source    trustworthy 
and well backed-up with strong 
evidence, able to be relied on

evaluating    looking critically at 
information, including trends, 
relationships and points of view, 
to form conclusions or make 
decisions

Questioning
and 

researching

Skill 1: Identifying
knowledge and
perspectives
Skill 2: Collecting,
recording and
organising
information

Analysing

Skill 3: Selecting
relevant information
Skill 4: Identifying
patterns and
relationships
Skill 5: Translating
information

Evaluating

Skill 6: Drawing
conclusions
Skill 7: Considering
solutions or ideas
for progress

Communicating
and

re�ecting

Skill 8: Representing
information
appropriately
Skill 9: Developing
effective texts
Skill 10: Re�ecting
on your learning

FIGURE 3  Each HASS skill is made up of a set of smaller skills within it.
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The final part of any learning process is reflecting on what you have learned. This means looking back at what 
you have done (questioning and researching, analysing, evaluating and communicating) as well as what you 
have learned about the topic you have been investigating.

Reflecting on what went well and what you might be able to do better helps you to learn how to improve your 
skills and understanding.

1.3  SkillBuilder: Identifying what you need to know
1.3.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Questioning and researching HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder at the start of 
your inquiry process.

1.3.2 Tell me
To identify knowledge and perspectives means:

 • working out what you know about a topic
 • identifying what you believe about a topic or think is true.

Listing what you know and what you think helps you identify what you don’t yet know.

Once you know what you need to find out, the best way to look for the 
answers is to write focus questions. This helps you look for the information 
you need more effectively. Your focus questions will not only help you search 
for information about what you don’t know, they will also help you test 
whether what you think or believe about a topic is true.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is developing focus questions to help you research a topic.
Questioning

and 
researching

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
AnalysingAnalysing

identify    to recognise and name

focus questions    questions that 
break a big topic down into its 
main parts or key areas
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1.3.3 Show me
Imagine you have been given the following topic: Outline why your hometown is the best place to live in 
Western Australia.

Step 1: Identify what you already know or believe.
Find the main idea or event you have been asked to focus on (sometimes rewriting the topic as a question can 
help you to do this).

 • Create a brainstorm of key points or ideas that come to mind when you think about the topic.
Think about listing:

 • what you know (fact)
 • what you think you know (possible fact)
 • what you believe (opinion)
 • what others might believe (possible opinion).

 • Identify the main verb in the topic and find out what it means — these verbs tell you what you need to do 
in order to answer the question properly. (Write this in your brainstorm so you remember what the  
task is.)

good places to
eat (market)

beach is good
for my dog

weather is
good — hot but

not too cold in winter

not too big/too
many people

my family
are there

things to do

swim movies

Why is Geraldton
the best

place to live in WA?

Outline: show in
a general

way (main reasons)

Find the main idea
in the topic and
rewrite it as a

question.

Find the main verb
in the topic and

write what it means
you have to do.

FIGURE 1  What a brainstorm of key ideas might look like

What if I don’t know anything?

If you feel like you don’t know anything about a topic, try some of these tips.
 • Think of ways to divide the topic you are brainstorming into parts: in this case, people, places, the 

environment and things to do.
 • Write any words, people or places that you think might be linked to the topic. (Add a ? after an idea if you’re 

not sure it’s connected.)
 • Write questions (what is that? who is that? where did that happen?)
 • Look in the topic for clues or reminders; you could list place, best and Australia from this topic.
 • Go back to your class notes or text to review some of the headings that might remind you of what you have 

learned.
 • Ask yourself: Did I learn something about this last year in HASS? Or in another subject?
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Step 2: Identify what you need to know to further your understanding.
 • Look at your brainstorm or list. Are there any gaps?
 • Use the 5W and 1H words (who, what, when, where, why, how) to find gaps.
 • Add more ideas or questions to your brainstorm in a different colour to fill the gaps.

Step 3: List what you know and what you need to find out.
After brainstorming, create two lists: what you know (but need to fact check), and what you don’t know but 
need to find out.

 • Create a table summarising what you already know and what you will need to find out. Try to include 
details of whether other people might disagree. (Your lists don’t need to be very long; but it doesn’t 
matter if there is a lot you need to find out.)

 • Use the 5W–1H to help form your ‘What I want to know’ questions.

Step 4: Write a hypothesis
Based on your list of what you do and don’t know, write a hypothesis. A 
hypothesis is an explanation, made on the basis of limited evidence, and is a 
good basis for a more detailed study or investigation. Anyone who develops 

hypothesis    an idea or 
explanation that is used as 
a starting point for deeper 
investigation or research

What I know What I want to know

I like the weather (but not everyone does).

I like the size of the town (but not everyone does).

My family live there and like it.

There are a lot of different things to do (and 
dog-friendly).

There are a lot of different types of food available.

What weather do most people like?

How many people live there?

Why do my family like living there?

What things can’t you do?

What kinds of food do most people like? Is it 
available here?

What do other people think makes a town good to 
live in?

Why are they
so good?

What are the
average

temperatures?

When is a
good

time to go?

What are the
names of dog

beaches?

Where are they
so people can

�nd them?

good places to
eat (market)

beach is good
for my dog

weather is
good — hot but

not too cold in winter

not too big/too
many people

my family
are there

things to doswim

movies other things (?)

Why is Geraldton
the best

place to live in WA?

Outline: show in
a general

way (main reasons)

– Who are they?
– Why they are
   awesome

What is the
population?

FIGURE 2  Adding the 5W and 1H words to the brainstorm

TOPIC 1 Concepts and skills in HASS 9

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   9 5/30/2020   7:31:37 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



a hypothesis is making a guess, based on the evidence they have. When a hypothesis is well supported by solid 
evidence, we call it a theory.

 • With this example topic, you are being asked to outline, so your hypothesis should be a single sentence 
that summarises your ideas.

 • If your topic asks you to come to a decision or argue something, your hypothesis will summarise your 
point of view.

Framing your hypothesis as an ‘I think …’ sentence can help you to form your ideas more easily. For your 
final hypothesis, remove the 'I think...' to make your statement stronger.

Step 5: Develop focus questions.
After pulling apart the topic into smaller ideas and thinking about it in different ways, you are now ready to 
write some focus questions.

 • Use the 5W and 1H process again to break down what you need to research.
 • Try to include at least two or three questions from each type.

What I know What I want to know

I like the weather (but not everyone does).

I like the size of the town (but not everyone does).

My family live there and like it.

There are a lot of different things to do (and 
dog-friendly).

There are a lot of different types of food available.

What weather do most people like?

How many people live there?

Why do my family like living there?

What things can’t you do?

What kinds of food do most people like? 

Is it available here?

What do other people think makes a town good to 
live in?

Hypothesis: My town has all the features that make it the best place to live in Western Australia.

What if my hypothesis is wrong?

The point of your hypothesis is to focus your research. It doesn’t matter if it is right or wrong. Sometimes when 
your hypothesis is wrong, it leads to much deeper and more interesting research than if you guessed right from 
the beginning! A good hypothesis will be easy to argue for and against.

What Where When Who Why How

What are 
the average 
temperatures 
and rainfall? 
Are these what 
people like?

Where do 
people like to 
eat?

When are 
there events 
that people 
might like?

Who lives 
there and what 
are they like?

Why is the 
town good for 
families?

How do other 
people decide 
if somewhere 
is a good 
place to live?

What is the 
population and 
what is it like 
(ages, jobs, 
languages)?

Where do 
people work?

When is the 
best time to be 
there?

Who agrees 
that it’s the 
best place? (Is 
there data?)

Why might 
other people 
disagree with 
me?

How well 
does my 
town match 
people’s idea 
of a great town 
to live in?

What jobs do 
people do?
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1.3.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills at identifying perspectives and knowledge with the following activities.

 • Follow the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Outline the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901.

Economics and business
Write a biography of an entrepreneur. You need to include the following:

 • Early life
 • How they became an entrepreneur
 • What was their idea? What is their business now?
 • How has their idea impacted on the world?
 • What characteristics of an entrepreneur have they displayed in their life and success?

Geography
Create a blog that presents demographic characteristics of a place that you 
know well. Use the ABS website to find out the demographic characteristics 
of the area.

History
Choose an ancient society that you have studied in class. Create a museum display about your ancient society.

You must cover the following:
 • system of government
 • daily life
 • use of slaves
 • religions.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Weblink ABS

What if my questions change after I start researching?

Often your questions will change as you go deeper into a topic. If you are half-way through your research and 
come up with more questions or you need to ask different questions, you can always update your table.

Remember: Writing good focus questions is a  many-step process that you will develop over time. Be prepared 
to practise!

demographic characteristics    
statistics/data about specific 
people and groups

TOPIC 1 Concepts and skills in HASS 11

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   11 5/30/2020   7:31:38 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



1.4  SkillBuilder: Collecting, recording and organising 
information
1.4.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Questioning and researching HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you 
have closely examined your task and your existing knowledge, and identified the range of possible perspectives 
on the topic. Use this SkillBuilder before you start looking for sources of information.

1.4.2 Tell me
This skill involves finding many sources of information to answer your focus questions and fill in the gaps in 
your knowledge about a topic. This skill also means being able to organise your notes in a way that makes the 
information easy to use.

Why can’t I just use Wikipedia?
You might go straight to Wikipedia when you need to answer a question because it’s easy, but you should 
always check any information you collect from Wikipedia with a source that you know you can trust. Anyone 
can update Wikipedia entries. Even though Wikipedia has a checking process, not everything on a page might 
have been checked before you read it!

1.4.3 Show me

Step 1: Find information from a variety of sources.
To help ensure that your information is correct, you should always use at least two sources to research a topic 
or question.

 • Find different types of sources that answer your focus questions.
 • Check you have sources from different authors or organisations.

Imagine you have been asked to write a report that outlines Greta Thunberg’s ideas for slowing climate change. 
After careful brainstorming, you came up with these focus questions and hypothesis.

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Questioning
and 

researching
AnalysingAnalysing

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is clearly recording information from different sources to 
help you research a topic.

Questioning
and 

researching
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Type your focus questions into a search engine or library catalogue. Your search will bring up a lot of results, 
but not all of them are the same types of sources. Good researchers will try to include different types of 
sources.

Try to use:

 • sources that come from at least two different websites or authors/
publishers (don’t forget sources can be images, videos or audio, not just 
written)

 • primary and secondary sources
 • sources that are reliable.

If you search ‘Greta Thunberg’, there are over 46 million results. The first 
two are from Wikipedia and Twitter. Notice that sometimes when you search 
for topics, you will see the articles organised into different types.

You may find a lot of different articles that seem to answer your focus 
questions about Greta Thunberg’s beliefs and actions, but how do you know 
that the information is reliable?

Use the checklist below to check if an online source is likely to be reliable before you use it.

What Where When Who Why How

What does 
GT believe 
we should do 
about climate 
change?

Where has 
GT travelled 
to speak to 
people?

When does 
GT think 
effects will get 
worse?

Who are GT’s 
inspirations?

Why did 
GT start 
her school 
strike?

How did 
GT become 
famous?

What has 
GT done to 
slow climate 
change?

Where does 
GT think is 
the place 
worst affected 
by climate 
change?

When did 
GT start her 
school strike?

Who disagrees 
with what GT 
is doing?

Why do 
some people 
not agree 
with her?

How does GT 
want people 
to act?

Hypothesis: Greta Thunberg’s ideas to slow climate change are all about making governments and 
leaders feel guilty about not doing something sooner.

TABLE 1  Quick check: Is your online source likely to be reliable?

More likely to be reliable Less likely to be reliable

1. Find the author or 
organisation

 • Person, organisation or 
charity known for trustworthy 
information (e.g. the UN or NASA)

 • Searching the author/
organisation online returns 
detailed information about them 
and their work 

 • Author/organisation has nothing 
to gain from you believing them

 • No writer or organisation is 
named

 • Searching for author/organisation 
brings up few (or only their own) 
sites

 • Author/organisation might gain 
something from you believing 
them (e.g. money, votes, sales)

2. Read the headline Attention-grabbing but language is not 
emotional (facts, arguments, scientific)

Very dramatic, or over-the top, very 
emotional language (enemy, hoax, 
crisis)

3. Look for the 
article’s sources

Lists sources or links to where the 
information in the article was found

Does not list or link to any sources

primary sources    objects and 
documents that were created 
or written in the period you are 
investigating

secondary sources    
reconstructions of the past written 
or created by people living at 
a time after the period you are 
studying
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Step 2: Read your sources carefully.
Examine your source carefully, focusing on finding the answers to your questions.

 • Highlight key points.
 • Link each highlighted idea to your focus questions.

For example, if you were using this extract from an article of top ten facts about Greta Thunberg from National 
Geographic Kids, it might look like this when you finished reading.

Notice that there aren’t any notes yet, only the most important details have been highlighted and numbered to 
match your focus questions. (Notice the focus questions are there for reference too.)

You will look more closely at different types of sources, including primary and secondary sources, in each of your 
HASS subject areas this year. Different subjects will use different types of sources more often. For example, in 
Geography you might use more maps than in Civics and citizenship, or in History you might use more timelines 
than in Economics and business.

Total results from
the search

Source of the second
result

Source of the �rst
result

FPO

FIGURE 1 overview of the search results for ‘Greta Thunberg’
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Step 3: Record your information in notes.
Clear and organised notes will help you find the information later. It is important you use the same format for 
all your notes, as this will help you record your information in a way that is easy for you to understand and 
find later.

 • Make notes in your own words about the information you have found.
 • Make sure you have found the answers to all your focus questions.
 • Order your notes.

One way you can do this is by handwriting your notes, making sure you use different words and synonyms as 
appropriate. Writing your notes as dot points, rather than full sentences, helps with this too.

What

1 What does GT
    believe we
    should do
    about climate
    change? 

3 Where has GT
   travelled to
   speak to
   people? 

6 When did
   GT start her
   school strike? 

8 Who
   disagrees
   with what GT
   is doing? 

10 Why do
    some
    people not
    agree with
    her? 

12 How does
      GT want
      people to
      act? 

4 Where does
   GT think is the
   place worst
   affected by
   climate change? 

2 What has GT
   done to slow
   climate
   change? 

5 When does
   GT think
   effects will
   get worse? 

7 Who are
   GT’s
   inspirations? 

9 Why did GT
   start her
   school
   strike? 

11 How did
      GT become
      famous? 

Where When Who Why HowWho is Greta Thunberg?

Source: National Geographic Kids, published by Creature Media Australia Pty Limited under license from National Geographic Partners.

1) Greta Thunberg is an environmental activist. She was born in Stockholm,
    Sweden, in 2003. When she was eight, she started learning about climate
    change. The more she learned, the more baf�ed she became as to why
    so little was being done about it.

2) At the age of 11, Greta became so sad about climate change that she
    temporarily stopped speaking!

3) Greta has Asperger syndrome, a condition that affects how people socialise.
    But Greta views her condition as a positive, calling it her “superpower”! She
    says it helps her see the world in black and white, and that there are “no
    grey areas when it comes to climate change.”

4) In August 2018, Greta decided to take action. Instead of going to school,
    she made a large sign that read ‘SCHOOL STRIKE FOR CLIMATE’, and
    calmly sat down outside the Swedish parliament. Her aim? To make
    politicians take notice and act to stop global warming.  

5) Greta was inspired by teenage activists in Florida, USA, who were protesting
    to end gun violence. Read more about the School Strike for Climate protests
    that Greta inspired!

6) Greta’s strike was picked up by the Swedish media, and the word started to
    spread. Soon enough, tens of thousands of students from around the world
    joined her Fridays for Future strikes – skipping school on Fridays to protest
    against climate change.

Keep your focus
questions beside
you as you read
each source.

6

7

11

Number each highlighted
part so you know which
question it helps to answer
(or in a comment or sticky
note on a digital page)

Highlight information
in a source that answers
your questions.

Always record the full
details of every source

FIGURE 2  Key points about Greta Thunberg
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If you are using a computer, it is OK to copy and paste the information into your document but you should 
always either:

 • include all the details of where you found the information OR
 • re-type it as your own notes underneath the pasted text, making sure you use different words and 

synonyms as appropriate.
For example, if you were taking notes from the top ten facts about Greta Thunberg from National Geographic 
Kids, a section of your notes might look like this the example in FIGURE 3.

This list doesn’t answer all the focus questions yet, and more than one source of information is needed for any 
research. Keep finding new sources until you can answer all your focus questions.

Source: National Geographic Kids, published by Creature Media Australia Pty Limited under license from National Geographic Partners.

What

1 What does GT
    believe we
    should do
    about climate
    change? 

3 Where has GT
   travelled to
   speak to
   people? 

6 When did
   GT start her
   school strike? 

8 Who
   disagrees
   with what GT
   is doing? 

10 Why do
    some
    people not
    agree with
    her? 

12 How does
      GT want
      people to
      act? 

4 Where does
   GT think is the
   place worst
   affected by
   climate change? 

2 What has GT
   done to slow
   climate
   change? 

5 When does
   GT think
   effects will
   get worse? 

7 Who are
   GT’s
   inspirations? 

9 Why did GT
   start her
   school
   strike? 

11 How did
      GT become
      famous? 

Where When Who Why HowWho is Greta Thunberg?

SOURCE:
National Geographic Kids, published

6. School strike starts August
2018 at Swedish Parliament
building

7. Inspired by teenagers in
Florida (protesting gun
violence, not climate)

11. Became famous from
media in Sweden reporting
about her protest

1) Greta Thunberg is an environmental activist. She was born in Stockholm,
    Sweden, in 2003. When she was eight, she started learning about climate
    change. The more she learned, the more baf�ed she became as
    to why so little was being done about it.

2) At the age of 11, Greta became so sad about climate change
    that she temporarily stopped speaking!

3) Greta has Asperger syndrome, a condition that affects how people socialise.
    But Greta views her condition as a positive, calling it her “superpower”! She
    says it helps her see the world in black and white, and that
    there are “no grey areas when it comes to climate change.”

4) In August 2018, Greta decided to take action. Instead of
    going to school, she made a large sign that read ‘SCHOOL STRIKE FOR
    CLIMATE’, and calmly sat down outside the Swedish parliament. Her aim?
    To make politicians take notice and act to stop global
    warming.  

5) Greta was inspired by teenage activists in Florida, USA,
    who were protesting to end gun violence. Read more
    about the School Strike for Climate protests that Greta inspired!

6) Greta’s strike was picked up by the Swedish media, and the word started to
    spread. Soon enough, tens of thousands of students from around the world
    joined her Fridays for Future strikes – skipping school on Fridays to protest
    against climate change.

Use headings so that you
know which notes came
from which sources

Use headings
to separate
information
from each source.

Use your own words
or put quote marks
around word-for-word
information. 

Focus on what will answer
your questions — use the
focus question numbers to
organise your notes.

Geographic Partners.`
Limited under license from National
by Creature Media Australia Pty

6

7

11

FIGURE 3  Example of notes about Greta Thunberg research
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When you have answers to all your focus questions, put them in order — collect together the notes about each 
focus question.

One easy way to do this is in a table, for example:

GREAT THUNBERG’S plan to stop climate change

SOURCE:

6. School strike starts August 2018 at Swedish
Parliament building

7. Inspired by teenagers in Florida (protesting gun

violence, not climate)

11. Became famous from media in Sweden reporting
about her protest

SOURCE:

TED.com/speakers/greta_thunberg

3. Travel to speak: London, Stockholm, Helsinki and
United Nations and World Economic Forum

1. vegan, low‐carbon, no planes

SOURCE:

Time: time.com/person‐of‐the‐year‐2019‐greta‐thunberg
“We can’t continue living as if there was no tomorrow, 

because there is a tomorrow.”

National Geographic Kids, published by Creature Media Australia
Pty Limited under license from National Geographic Partners.

FIGURE 4  An example of further notes about 
Greta Thunberg 

Focus question Notes Sources

1. What does GT believe we should 
do about climate change?

Go vegan, no planes, low-carbon use Time magazine

2. What has GT done to slow climate 
change?

3. Where has GT travelled to speak 
to people?

Extend your note-taking skills

When it comes to note-taking, you don’t need to invent your own system. Practise your research skills by looking 
up the following ways of keeping your notes organised.

 • Cornell
 • Outline
 • Mapping

TOPIC 1 Concepts and skills in HASS 17
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Step 4: Follow ethical protocols or rules.
One of the most important parts of research is to cite all your sources. This means that if you use someone 
else’s information or ideas, you need to show what you used, and where and how you used their work.

This rule is important because it helps to show you have not broken the first 
rule of research: do not plagiarise.

 • List all the details of every resource you use in your research.
 • Include a list of the sources you used in your research in your 

assignment/work.

There are many different systems used to show this information. Your school will have a specific referencing 
format that they use. One of the most common types in HASS is called Harvard referencing.

Notice where you should use full stops, italics and different types of brackets.

What counts as plagiarism?

Any time you use other people’s work (words, images, video or audio) as though it is your own, that is plagiarising 
— even if it is by accident. When you take notes, you must be careful to rewrite information into your own words 
or give credit to the sources.

Original text:

Greta's strike 
was picked up 
by the Swedish
media, and the
word began to

spread.  

Too close:

Her strike was
picked up by the
media in Sweden,

and the news began
to spread.

Own words:

Greta became
famous around the

world after the
media in Sweden
reported on her

protest.     

Common 
reference

How to cite using Harvard referencing format

Books Author family name, author first name initial. (Year published). Title of book. City: 
Publisher, Page(s).

Example: 
Smith, A. (2021). The life of Greta Thunberg. Perth: HASS Publishing Emporium, p. 4.

Websites with the 
author listed

Family name, First initial (Year published). Page title. [online] Website name. Available 
at: URL [Accessed Day Mo. Year]

Example: 
Smith, A. (2021). Developing my skills in HASS. [online] HASS in WA. Available at: 
www.HASSEmporiumWA.com.au [Accessed: 21 February 2020]

Website without an 
author listed

Website name, (Year published). Page title. [online] Available at: URL [Accessed Day 
Mo. Year]

Example:
National Geographic Kids (2020). Greta Thunberg Facts! [online] Available at: https://
www.natgeokids.com/au/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/greta-thunberg-facts/ 
[Accessed: 20 March 2020]

cite    to come

plagiarise    copy other people’s 
work and present it as though it is 
your own
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1.4.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills collecting, recording and organising information with the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources that outline the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901 and 
collect your notes in an organised way.

Economics and business
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about your chosen entrepreneur, and collect your notes in an 
organised way.

Geography
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about the demographic characteristics of a place that you know well, 
in addition to the ABS website, and collect your notes in an organised way.

History
Find useful, reliable and accurate sources about an ancient society and collect your notes in an organised way.

1.5  SkillBuilder: Selecting relevant information
1.5.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have refined your list 
of inquiry questions. Use this SkillBuilder before you start to make detailed notes from each source.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Weblink ABS

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Analysing
Questioning

and 
researching
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1.5.2 Tell me
Not all information you collect or notes you make will be directly useful to your task. Some of the information 
you find might also turn out to be more useful than you first thought. To be useful, information has to be 
relevant to your topic and your focus questions, but information also might be relevant even if it doesn’t 
immediately seem related.

 • If you learn a lot and it helps you answer the question, then it is really useful.
 • If you don’t really understand what it is saying, or it doesn’t answer your question, then it is not useful at 

all.
 • You might find some information that is somewhat useful. You will not be able to answer focus questions 

from only one source, so write down the useful information and keep looking.

1.5.3 Show me

Step 1: Identify what you are learning from the information you have found.
Sometimes the information you are 
looking for is clearly stated in a source, 
but for many sources you will have to 
think about what it suggests or hints. This 
is called making an inference.

After you have collected your 
information, think about what the 
information suggests.

 • Think carefully about your sources, 
look for details you might have 
missed or information that is 
suggested rather than stated.

 • Think about the task and your focus 
questions, decide if there is anything 
you should have researched but 
haven’t yet.

For example, look closely at FIGURE 1. 
Examine the background and foreground. 
Don’t forget the information in the 
caption is part of the source.

To take all the lessons possible from a 
source, you need to examine what is there and then consider what it suggests. 
What can you learn from looking at the source and reading the caption?

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is finding information that is right for your specific  
research task.

Analysing

FIGURE 1 An iron worker at the Empire State Building construction 
site, 1930, New York City, USA.

This process is like looking for clues to solve a mystery: what does this source mean, rather than only listing what 
it shows or tells.

inference    to infer, or make 
an inference, is to come to a 
reasonable decision about what 
evidence suggests; to make an 
educated guess
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For example, below are some of the clues in FIGURE 1.

 • It is a photo taken in 1930 in New York City.
 • The worker is building a skyscraper.
 • The iron worker is a man with a moustache wearing overalls, gloves and a hat.
 • He is working many storeys high, sitting on the building frame, but there is nothing to stop him falling off 

the building — ropes, harness etc.
 • The air in the background looks quite smoky or foggy.
 • There are wooden planks in the foreground.

What does this suggest? Building skyscrapers in New York in the 1930s was very dangerous work.

What if I can’t find any clues?

Don’t worry about your ideas being wrong or too simple. You’re just coming up with ideas at this stage. If you are 
stuck for ideas, imagine yourself in the scene or event that is being shown or discussed.

 • What is good?
 • What is bad?
 • What would you want to know more about?

Extend your analysis skills: What can’t you see?

Sometimes what is missing from a source tells you just as much as what is there.
 1. Make a list of what you can see in the image below.
 2. Think about how the same activity or situation might have been different in another time or place, or from a different 

person’s point of view.
 3. Based on what you see and what you know, think about what might have caused the difference.
Look again at FIGURE 1 from the 1930s and think about how a picture of a building site might be different today.

For example:

 • A building site today would have a lot of power tools. There are no power tools in FIGURE 1; the worker 
is using a hand tool. This might mean: the whole skyscraper might have been built by hand. This is a 
reasonable inference to make.

 • A worker on a building site today would have a hard hat to protect their head and harness to stop them from 
falling. This worker has no safety equipment but gloves. This could suggest that safety laws have changed 
since the 1930s, or that some types of safety equipment had not been invented yet.

Use FIGURE 2 below to practise finding the clues to what is missing in a source. (Don’t forget the caption is an 
important part of the source!)

FIGURE 2 Iron workers at the 32nd floor of the Esso 
Building in New York City, USA, 1954.
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Step 2: Decide how accurate and reliable the information is.
Some sources are more reliable and accurate than others for specific tasks, so you should never use a source 
unless you know it can be trusted and is suited to the task you are completing.

 • Test your source for reliability.
 • Consider the purpose of the source and the creator’s perspective (point of view).
 • Identify if there might be bias in the source.

To test whether the information you have collected from a source is right for the task, use this checklist.

Checklist: Is my source reliable and accurate?
 □ What type of source is it?
 □ Who wrote or created this source?
 □ When was the source created?
 □ Why was the source created?
 □ What evidence does the source provide?
 □ What was happening at the time the source was created (context)?
 □ What is the perspective of the source?
 □ What other perspectives or points of view might people have about the source?
 □ What have I learned from this source?

For example, which of the following sources would be the most reliable and accurate if you were trying to 
decide whether your town really is the best place to live in WA?

A table can sometimes help you see which is or isn’t most likely to be reliable.

What 
is the 
source?

FIGURE 3: Employment data from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) about your town from 
the last two Censuses (2011 and 2016)

FIGURE 4: An online review from a travel site for 
backpackers looking for work in regional WA

What 
is the 
data?

Unemployment rate (%) 2011: 5.5 
Unemployment rate (%) 2016: 8.8

Heaps of work  Review by: anon. 
21 January 2021 Spent two months 
here packing tomatoes, stayed in 
backpackers in High Street. Awesome 
people, heaps of work in the area. 
See Pete at the co-op in William St for 
work boots and tips on who’s hiring.

What do 
I know 
about 
the 
source?

 • What: Unemployment rate data
 • Who: ABS (Aust Govt.)
 • When: 2011 and 2016
 • Why: Reported in the censuses
 • Evidence: Of the unemployment rate 

(people without jobs) in the town
 • Context: Census collects information about 

Australians every five years.
 • Perspective: Neutral reporting of data
 • Other perspectives: People living there or 

wanting to move would see this as a bad 
sign.

 • Key lesson: Data show unemployment 
grew between 2011 and 2016.

 • What: Online review
 • Who: Anonymous (unnamed)
 • When: 21 Jan 2021
 • Why: Review
 • Evidence: Of work available as a tomato 

picker
 • Context: Information for other backpackers 

looking for short-term work
 • Perspective: Positive experience — found 

work and loved town
 • Other perspectives: Could see this as 

negative (taking work from local people), 
or positive (backpackers bringing in tourist 
money, maybe there are more jobs now 
than in 2016?)

 • Key lesson: There is seasonal work in the 
town being done by tourists — have things 
changed?

bias    prejudice or one-sidedness; 
seeing something from just one 
point of view
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Is it 
likely 
to be 
accurate 
and 
reliable?

Very likely to be reliable and accurate

Why: FIGURE 3 is more likely to be accurate 
and reliable because it was published by a well-
known and respected government organisation. 
It uses data that are recorded and published by 
the government over time to show trends. This 
source is less likely to be biased and more likely 
to be accurate.

But: It is also over five years old, so it might be 
out of date.

Less chance of being reliable or accurate

Why: FIGURE 4 was written about the town by 
a visitor, who stayed in the town for a short time 
while working there. It doesn’t give a broad or 
long-term view of work in the area, it is just one 
person’s experience. We also don’t know who 
the author is — maybe it’s Pete!

But: It is more recent than the other source, so 
maybe things have changed? Time to find some 
more recent data to check.

Extend your analysis skills: Is it fake news?

When you are learning about current events in HASS 
subjects, you will rely on sources from the news media. The 
internet makes it easy to access news sources, but has also 
made it easy for people to post things that are not true. It 
can be difficult to know what is true.

You may have heard the term ‘fake news’. This is information 
that is false and deliberately misleading. It is designed to 
change or control a reader’s point of view. Fake news can 
also be called ‘disinformation’.

People create and share fake news for political and social 
reasons; some people even use it to make money. Fake 
news can also create distrust and disagreement because 
you may read one thing on a topic and your friend 
may read another.

Just because someone calls information ‘fake 
news’, it doesn’t mean that it is ‘fake news’; always 
test the information yourself.

Looking closely at information sources will help 
you form your own opinions on current topics and 
will help you learn in an unbiased way.

Practise using the ‘Is my source reliable and 
accurate?’ checklist using written sources.

Enter the question ‘Is climate change real?’ into a 
search engine.

Follow the checklist to decide whether you can 
trust what you read. If the source does not pass 
the checklist test, the information may not be 
reliable.
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1.5.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills selecting relevant information with the following activities.

 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Carefully analyse sources outlining the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901.

Economics and business
Carefully analyse sources about the life of your chosen entrepreneur.

Geography
Carefully analyse data about the demographic characteristics of a place that you know well.

History
Carefully analyse data about an ancient society.

1.6  SkillBuilder: Identifying patterns and relationships
1.6.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected sources 
that appeared to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder before you start to write your response.

1.6.2 Tell me
When you have decided the source is reliable, accurate and useful, you then need to see if you notice any 
patterns or relationships between the information and data you have found.

Ask yourself: what information is similar and what information presents a different viewpoint or idea?

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Evaluating
Communicating

and
re�ecting

Analysing
Questioning

and 
researching
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Once you have written this information down, explain how these relationships and viewpoints impact on the 
information and sources you have found. Do they prove or disprove your hypothesis? Do they provide new 
questions to research?

1.6.3 Show me
Looking for links and patterns can seem difficult but as you practise these skills, they do become easier. Let’s 
have a look at an easy process to help you learn.

Step 1: Identify any relationships or trends that you notice.
Look at your notes carefully. Can you see any connections in the information? Are there similar events that 
happened at different times or events that had flow-on effects or started a chain reaction? These connections 
are also called relationships.

One example of a relationship you might find within your information is cause and effect. A cause and effect 
relationship is one in which an event or action leads to other things.

A simple example might be if you put money into a savings account, the total goes up. If you take money out, 
it goes down. There is a cause and effect relationship. Cause: depositing money regularly. Effect: your total 
savings rise. Cause: withdrawing money regularly. Effect: your total savings 
go down. A more complex example of a relationship might be the causes and 
effects of not being able to find a job.

A trend is the way something moves in a general direction. Think about 
saving money, for example: if you keep putting money into a savings 
account, the total will get bigger, even if you make a withdrawal from time 
to time. The total is moving in an upward trend if you deposit more than you 
withdraw over a long time . If you regularly take more money out than you 
put in, you will see a downward trend in your total savings.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is looking for links (similarities or differences) and patterns.Analysing

No jobs available
New people moving to an
area (competition for jobs)

Illness/disability
Lack of education

Unemployment

Causes Effects

Poverty
Poor self‐esteem

Need to move to �nd
work

Return to study

FIGURE 1 Issues or events might have many causes and many effects, both positive and negative.

relationship    the link connecting 
two or more people or things

cause and effect    the concept 
that every event will have a cause, 
and every event or action is likely 
to be the cause of subsequent 
effects or consequences

trend    the direction in which 
something is developing, moving 
or changing

TOPIC 1 Concepts and skills in HASS 25

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   25 5/30/2020   7:31:39 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Step 2: Identify different viewpoints and perspectives.
Next you need to look for different viewpoints. For example, if you are researching whether your town is the 
best place to live, you might believe that it is, but other people may have different ideas. Your viewpoint is 
your perspective.

Other people may think a different town is better. They may prefer to live in a tent in the middle of the desert, 
or a big apartment in a city. They may not want to risk experiencing a cyclone or being cut-off from town by 
floods. This is their perspective of the topic.

Step 3: Explain how these viewpoints impact on the information you are looking at.
You now need to think about if considering the points of view of others changes how you think. Do you now 
think that living in the middle of nowhere sounds great? Or maybe that your town isa bit crowded? Or has 
looking at others' perspectives  made you even more convinced that your town is the best place to live?

Upward trend Downward trend

FIGURE 2 There may be some individual results that go up or down, but a trend describes a 
general or overall direction of change.

�

�

�

Cyclone: Blue alert

A tropical cyclone watch has been issued
for the WA coast between Onslow and
Carnarvon. Residents are advised to put
their action plans in place. Heavy rain and
�ooding are expected as far south as
Geraldton.

My town is the best place to live.

�ere are three main reasons why:
• there isn’t much tra�ic
• people know each other and

look out for each other
• it’s right on the beach.

FIGURE 3 New information may affect your perspective.
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If your perspective has changed, what was it that changed 
your mind? Maybe it was the fact that you have been 
camping and it was wonderful. Or you think people raised 
some issues about your town that you haven’t noticed 
before.

When you analyse a source, consider the following 
questions:

 • What new information is here that supports my view?
 • What points of view are shown that are different to 

my view?
 • Why might people believe different things to me?
 • Do their reasons change my mind?

1.6.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills finding patterns and relationships with the following activities.

For more help with this activity:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Find relationships or trends in the process that led to Australian Federation in 1901. Think about the other 
perspectives people may have had about Federation.

Economics and business
Find relationships and trends between the characteristics of entrepreneurs and how successful they have been 
in their businesses.

Geography
Find relationships and trends between different demographics of the place you know well. For example, are 
there lots of schools in areas where there are lots of school-aged children?

History
Find relationships and trends between the different aspects of your ancient society. For example, does the 
system of government allow the ownership of slaves?

My town is the best place to live. 

�ere are three main reasons why:
• there isn’t much tra�ic (but there also

isn’t any public transport or many people
to give us a li� somewhere if we need it)
• people know each other and

• it’s right on the beach (but it’s also in a
look out for each other

cyclone zone, which makes it more
dangerous for �ooding too).

FIGURE 4  Consider how hearing someone 
else’s perspective might make you think 
differently.

A good researcher always keeps their mind open to being 
shown that their original ideas, or their hypothesis, might 
not be the only way to look at an issue. A good researcher 
also understands that what you believe to be true about an 
issue, or how you feel, depends on your perspective.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
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1.7  SkillBuilder: Translating information
1.7.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Analysing HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected sources 
that appeared to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.

1.7.2 Tell me
When you present your information, you need to write it into your own words and present it in the way that 
gets your message across most clearly.

This shows other people reading it that you haven’t copied someone else’s work and that you understand what 
you are talking (or writing) about. By using subject specific words, you are also showing your audience you 
understand the topic you are presenting. It helps you to be more precise and exact with your ideas too.

Translating information is also about finding the right way to show your information. This might mean 
showing data sets in graphs or tables or creating a diagram or chart to show information.

1.7.3 Show me
Putting information into your own words is important because it helps you understand the information in a 
different way. Again, this takes practice, but use these steps and it will become easier.

Step 1: Present the information you found in your own words.
As we said in the introduction, you need to present information in your own words to show you have 
understood what is being said and what you learned. It is also important because you don’t want to plagiarise 
someone else’s work. The author worked hard to write their information in their own words and it’s not fair if 
someone else takes credit for it.

While you may have taken care not to copy other people’s words in your notes, before you start writing it is a 
good time to:

 • look up words that you wrote down in your notes but don’t really understand
 • include all the correct technical or subject-specific terms.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is finding the right way to show your information.Analysing
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Step 2: Create diagrams or visuals to show information, if needed.
Sometimes you will need to present information and evidence in different ways. This could be to show 
similarities and differences between relationships, or to present data and statistics that help prove your 
hypothesis.

What you need to notice in this step is the phrase 'if needed'. Sometimes people will make graphs and charts 
because they look good but which actually don’t supply the information that is needed to prove the hypothesis. 
So, if you decide you need a diagram or visual aid, make sure you know what it is trying to prove. One 
informative and clear diagram is much better than several pretty diagrams that don’t say a lot.

Even with a diagram, you need to include all the details to show where your information was sourced.

FIGURE 1  When you think deeply about an issue, you will see both sides of the story. 
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Some diagrams or visual aids you could be asked to use include:

Title
Topic A Topic B 

Type What it looks like Examples of what it might show

Event 1 Event 2 Event 3

Flow chart

Graph

Hand
drawing

Map

Pie chart

Venn
diagram

Processes, step-by-step instructions,
to show that one event or thing
leads to or causes another

Trends (patterns of change
over time) and comparing data

Diagrams, �eld sketches, often
with labels to highlight important
features

Directions, landscapes

Parts or percentages of a whole

Similarities and differences between
two or more things

Series 1
Series 2
Series 360

40

20

0
Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 Category 4

Title

Title

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 2rd Qtr 2th Qtr

Western Australia South Australia

New South Wales

Victoria

Queensland

ACT

Cook
Coondambo

Melbourne

Tarcoola

Perth
Port Augusta

Loongana
Rawlinna

Southern
Cross

Katoomba

Broken Hill

Port Germein

Adelaide

Condobolin
Bathurst

Ooldea
KingoonyaDeakin

Peterborough

Kalgoorlie

Menindee

Orange

Cockburn

Sydney

Jamestown
Gladstone

Northam

Silverton

Mount Victoria

Pimba
Tent Hill

Barton

Curtin

Coonamia

Great Australian Bight

I N D I A N  O C E A N
PA C I F I C

O C E A N

Longest straight
stretch of track

in the world

Nul larbor Pla in

Railway line0 250 km500

Source: Spatial Vision
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1.7.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills finding the right way to show your information with the following activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process that 
led to Australian Federation in 1901. Find the best way to divide and show this information.

Economics and business
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your 
entrepreur. Find the best way to divide and show this information.

Geography
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the area. Find 
the best way to divide and show this information.

History
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the ancient 
civilisation. Find the best way to divide and show this information.

1.8  SkillBuilder: Drawing conclusions
1.8.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Evaluating HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected sources 
that appear to be reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.

1.8.2 Tell me
Drawing conclusions means making a judgement or decision about what you have learned. The answer isn’t 
always obvious. Sometimes the answer isn’t a clear ‘yes or no’, ‘right or wrong’ or ‘less or more’. Humans 
and human society are often a little more complicated than that.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

WHAT IF I DON’T KNOW WHICH FORMAT IS BEST?

There are many examples of different visuals in your textbooks or in reliable online sources. If you have a data set 
or piece of information that you want to show visually, look for a similar data set or pieces of information to see 
what kind of format works. You shouldn’t copy the style and design of the example, of course, but you can use 
examples to help you decide which format works with which types of information.
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1.8.3 Show me
Through your analysis and drawing conclusions from your analysis you can now form your own point of view. 
This may be the point of view you had right from the beginning or it may be completely different. You just 
need to make sure it is an informed point of view.

An informed point of view is one based on reliable evidence, clear examples and well-explained ideas.

Step 1: Look for problems or issues related to the topic or your research.
Look back over your research. Can you see any problems? Could one of your sources be unreliable and you 
missed it? There may be an issue that you have not noticed. Will this change the overall analysis of your 
information?

Read through the notes you have taken. There may be something you still aren’t clear about. This is an issue 
with your research. Go back to your source and re-read it. You will need to re-write that dot point so that it is 
clear and informs your decision making.

Step 2: Decide whether your hypothesis was right.
Now that you have resolved the issues and problems with your research or the topic, look back at your 
hypothesis. Were you right? Is your hometown the best place to live? Or is somewhere else better or just as 
good?

When you present your argument, you need to link back to your hypothesis and say if you were right or 
wrong. You also need to say why you were right or wrong.

One way of doing this is to create a PMI chart.
 • The P is a list of all the ‘pluses’ (good outcomes or benefits — on the positive side).
 • The M is a list of all the ‘minuses’ (the bad outcomes or negatives — the minus side).

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is forming a point of view: what do you think or believe?Evaluating

Haven’t I done this already at other stages?

Remember researching and communicating your ideas is a circular process; you might have to go back to check 
sources a few times to answer all your questions properly.
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 • The I is a list of what is still ‘interesting’— the questions or ideas that you know are important or 
relevant, but you can see how they might fit on both the P and the M sides. (These are often your ‘grey 
areas’ that might not have an answer at all. They might be both positives and negatives at the same time.)

For example, if you were creating a PMI to consider whether your research supported your hypothesis that 
your hometown was the best place to live in WA, you might list some of these variables.

1.8.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills assessing your hypothesis and drawing conclusions with the following activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic.
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section.
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process of 
Federation.

Economics and business
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your chosen 
entrepreneur.

Geography
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the best place 
to live in WA.

History
Carefully evaluate the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your chosen 
ancient society.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

P M I

Warm weather with 
regular rainfall

Unemployment going 
up

Mining and fishing 
industries

Cheaper houses than 
Australian average

Can flood / have 
cyclones

Growing tourist 
industry

Strong farming 
industry

Long drive to next 
main town
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1.9  SkillBuilder: Considering solutions or ideas for 
progress
1.9.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Evaluating HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you have collected sources 
that are reliable and useful. Use this SkillBuilder to start writing your response.

1.9.2 Tell me
One of the things you can be asked to do is provide a solution to a problem or how to move forward from one 
place to another. There may be many solutions and you might be unable to settle on just one. This is fine. Just 
make sure you outline all the good solutions and why you wouldn’t just pick one of them. Maybe one solution 
would work in one place but not in another. Maybe two solutions will help solve the problem. Just be clear in 
your explanation.

Sometimes there may be one clear solution. Again, explain the solution and why it is the best one. Or there 
may be no clear solution but some ways that can make things better than they currently are. This is generally 
true for really complex problems, like climate change. Explain why there is no one clear solution but outline 
the ideas on how you can move forward.

1.9.3 Show me
Use the steps below to clarify if there are clear solutions or just ideas for change. A solution is a change that 
will solve a problem. An idea for change might not make things better or worse for everyone, it might just 
make things different.

This can seem overwhelming at first: thinking logically and following a process will really help you get better 
at it.

Step 1: Think of possible solutions to problems, or ideas for change.
Using the information and data you have collected, brainstorm lists of solutions or ideas for change. Once you 
have written as many as you can think of, go back and look at each one.

 • Ask yourself if it would work — why or why not?
 • If it wouldn’t work, cross it off your list and write a brief reason why.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is weighing up the costs and benefits of change.Evaluating
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 • If it would work, put a tick next to it and a brief reason why.
 • If it is a possible, put a question mark next to it and a brief reason why.

Work through the list until you have solutions or ideas for change that seem possible, then identify the effects 
these ideas or solutions would have. The effect is the change that would take place if the idea or solution were 
used to fix the problem. These can be positive, negative or neutral (no change).

Decide which of these they would be and briefly explain why. Ideally good solutions and ideas will have a 
positive or neutral effect on the problem. A negative effect just makes the problem bigger.

Step 2: Weigh up whether the effects are worth the consequences.
When you have discarded ideas that would have negative effects, it’s time to look at the positive and neutral 
effects of the remaining solutions. This is when you ask yourself: 'Is it worth it?'

How will people and the environment involved be affected or changed? If it is positive, then it is worth the 
consequences. Sometimes if the effects are neutral, you need to think about if it is worth implementing the 
solution at all. Over time, will the change become positive or negative?

One way of weighing up the effects is a cost–benefit analysis. A cost–benefit analysis is a detailed 
examination of the strengths and weaknesses of different alternatives to see whether the benefits outweigh 
the costs. The idea behind a cost–benefit analysis is that you should decide to act on an alternative only if the 
benefit is greater than the cost.

A good cost–benefit analysis:
 • identifies potential need for change
 • suggests actions to make the change
 • calculates the costs and benefits of each action
 • compares the costs and benefits to determine if the benefits outweigh the 

costs
 • makes a decision about the best alternative to recommend.

For example, if you decide after your research that your town might not 
be the best place to live in WA after all, you might want to consider some 
suggestions for how to improve life for everyone who lives there.

FIGURE 1  Considering solutions means weighing up the positive and negative effects.

cost–benefit analysis    an 
examination of the strengths and 
weaknesses of different options 
in order to see if the benefits are 
greater than the costs
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What we need to change: We have a higher crime rate than most towns in Australia.

1.9.4 Let me do it
Practise your skills thinking of solutions to problems and weighing up ideas for change with the following 
activities.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Evaluate whether the process that led to Australian Federation was successful, and whether it might have had 
better outcomes for some groups.

Economics and business
Evaluate whether the entrepreneur you have researched is a positive role model for young people wanting to 
start a business.

Geography
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Based on what you 
have learned, suggest one change that might be made in the area to improve life for the people who live there. 
Explain the consequences of this change and what impact you think it would have.

History
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Suggest how life 
could have been improved for one group of people in that society. Explain the consequences of the change and 
the impact it would have had on the society as a whole.

Possible actions Costs Benefits

More police

More things for people to do

More jobs and help for people who don’t have much money

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
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1.10  SkillBuilder: Representing information 
appropriately
1.10.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder to help with 
creating your response.

1.10.2 Tell me
Representing information appropriately is making sure you are saying what you want to say in the right way. 
There is no point representing the government system of Ancient Rome as a graph. The information will make 
no sense. However, if you represent the different parts of the government system in a diagram that shows how 
it works, people will understand what you are saying and they will learn from it.

You need to look at what you are being asked to do, your hypothesis and your information. What is the best 
way to make sure you are addressing all three of these things? This could be something like an infographic, a 
persuasive text or an oral presentation with a PowerPoint of key information.

1.10.3 Show me 
For the skill of showing information clearly, you need to remember your audience. To present information 
clearly is to make it easy for them to understand and interesting for them to read or listen to. The aim is for 
your audience to learn something.

Step 1: Choose the right way to let others know what you have discovered.
By now you are going to have plenty of information that will prove or disprove your hypothesis. But you will 
only have a certain number of words, space or time to present your information. You will need to look back 
over it and decide what you want the audience to know. You know from your research what information is 
reliable and accurate so that part is done but now you need to select the important information.

Ask yourself, what information answers the questions? What information best presents your viewpoint? Once 
you have decided, highlight or tick those key points and diagrams. Now copy and paste them or write them 
into your presentation.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is showing information clearly.
Communicating
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Step 2: Identify the best ways to show data and sources.
Once you have done this, think about the best way to present the information. Often your teacher will tell you 
what form your communication could take. Some examples and tips for how to use them are included below.

Since you are in year 7 you will have plenty of time to practise. If you are able to choose your format, try 
different styles. This allows you to find what interests you and to practise at the same time

A word of warning: In the same way much of the information you read on the internet provided a very specific 
perspective, you need to be careful that your perspective isn’t the only viewpoint presented. Make sure you include 
some other views as well. You want people to learn but also to make up their own minds in an unbiased way.

Format Top tips

Oral presentations  • Speak slowly and pause between ideas.
 • Use only key information in your PowerPoint. (The majority of your information should 

be spoken because people don’t want to read something long while they are listening 
to you say the same thing.)

 • Use pictures.

Reports or essays  • Carefully select your headings (they should clearly show a reader what information is 
in the section; they are a tool to find information, so don’t leave your reader guessing).

 • Make sure the information matches these headings.

Newspaper articles  • Follow the conventions of a newspaper article; cover the 5W and one H in the opening 
paragraph, then give more detail as you go.

 • Use appropriate language — correct and quite formal.

Websites  • Use small chunks of information and visuals.
 • Leave space in the design rather than trying to cram too much in.
 • Only make your reader scroll if necessary — use links and menus instead.

Infographics, 
posters or visual 
displays

 • Information should be in bite-sized chunks.
 • Graphs, tables and pictures should be relevant and placed near information that 

allows them to make sense.

FIGURE 1  Before you present information, you need to 
decide which information to include and how to present it.
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1.10.4 Let me do it
Practise presenting information in a way that suits your purpose.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about the process of 
Australian Federation. Write a report that includes a timeline of major events, and any other visuals you think 
will help to display your ideas.

Economics and business
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made about your 
entrepreneur. Write a biography, including a timeline of major events in the person’s life, and any other visuals 
you think will help to display your ideas.

Geography
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Write a blog post 
that includes a map of the area you have researched, and at least one graph and one table showing important 
information.

History
Carefully review the information you have collected and the observations you have made. Create four display 
boards for the museum. Include a timeline of key events, at least one diagram and a table showing important 
information.

1.11  SkillBuilder: Developing effective texts
1.11.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This SkillBuilder develops your Communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder to help with 
creating your response.

1.11.2 Tell me
Developing effective texts involves making texts that allow the reader to learn something. When you write your 
first draft, read it carefully. Are you interested in what you are reading? Is it easy to understand? In the places 
where you think you could improve, make changes that will make your text more easily understood.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
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1.11.3 Show me
Remember, you can always ask your teacher for help. They can provide you with the paragraph structure your 
school uses and make sure you are using the right words in the right way. But for now, let’s have a look at the 
best way for you to do this.

Step 1: Create strong paragraphs (using evidence) to explain ideas.
There are many different ways to write 
a paragraph, but all paragraphs have the 
same basic features.

 1. Thesis statement or argument: 
This is a sentence that states the 
main point you are going to be 
arguing in that paragraph. Look 
back to the beginning of your 
research. What did you want to 
prove and what were your reasons 
for this?
Example: My town is the best 
town to live in because the weather 
is great.

 2. Explanation: Why you think your 
thesis statement is correct. This should 
be more specific than your opening 
sentence.
Example: The weather in my 
town is great because it is warm in summer and we can go to the beach. It rains in winter, which means 
everything grows well.

 3. Examples: Provide examples of what you mean. This proves you know what you are talking about: you haven’t just 
made up an idea. This is where your research comes in handy.
Example: In summer the temperatures are around 30 degrees, which means the beach is lovely during the 
day. In winter we get about 50 millimetres of rainfall over the whole winter. This means that our dams 
can fill up, and gardens and crops are healthy.

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is using effective paragraph structure and vocabulary.
Communicating
and re�ecting

FIGURE 1  Being able to go to the beach may be an argument in 
favour of your town being the best.
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 4. A concluding or linking sentence: You want your paragraphs to flow nicely and a good concluding sentence allows the 
reader to follow your argument easily. This concluding sentence should link back to your overall topic.
Example: Because the weather is so nice all year round, people want to come and live here as it means 
they have a nice life.

Step 2: Use terms that are correct and appropriate.
Once you have a draft, look over it. Do you have the right words in the right places? More importantly do you 
know what they mean? If you are unsure, look them up or change them. If you can’t understand them, will 
your audience be able to?

1.11.4 Let me do it
Practise writing a strong paragraph with good subject vocabulary.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a 
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

Economics and business
Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a 
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

Geography
Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a 
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

History
Read through your report and make sure every paragraph has a thesis statement, explanations, evidence and a 
linking sentence. Make sure all your words make sense.

It’s great to experiment with language but be careful with your words. Don’t suffer from ‘big words syndrome’ just 
because you think it will score extra marks or make you sound smarter.

Using smaller words that are clear and used correctly is always better than using long, complicated words 
incorrectly. If you are not completely sure what a word means, look it up or find an alternative that you know is 
correct.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
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1.12  SkillBuilder: Reflecting on your learning
1.12.1 When to use this SkillBuilder
This Skill Builder develops your Communicating and reflecting HASS skills. Use this SkillBuilder after you 
have completed your inquiry task.

1.12.2 Tell me
This process means thinking about what you learned and how well you are developing the skills of HASS.

Ask yourself questions such as:
 1. What did I learn?
 2. How can I apply this to my life?
 3. How well did I research?
 4. What can I improve next time?
In a reflection, it is important to be as specific as possible. This is how you learn.

Instead of: I wrote my questions well.

Try giving more detail: I wrote the 5 W questions well, but I think I can improve my evaluative questions for 
next time. I can do this by making them more specific to the hypothesis I am proving.

1.12.3 Show me
Try to reflect on each step in the process. This might seem like a big job but just look at each step and glance 
through what you’ve done. Chances are you have been reflecting and changing as you went along.

Step 1: Look back at your process and what you learned and could do better next time.
There are many great ways to reflect on what you have learned and how you went about the process. One way 
is two stars and a wish: What are two things you thought you did well in, or really enjoyed? What is one way 
you can improve in the process for next time?

 • What did I do well?
 • What could I do better next time?
 • What did I learn?

In Year 7 HASS, the focus of this skill is explaining how you might use what you have learned in 
the future.
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Questioning
and 

researching

Skill 1: Identifying
knowledge and
perspectives
Skill 2: Collecting,
recording and
organising
information

Analysing

Skill 3: Selecting
relevant information
Skill 4: Identifying
patterns and
relationships
Skill 5: Translating
information

Evaluating

Skill 6: Drawing
conclusions
Skill 7: Considering
solutions or ideas
for progress

Communicating
and re�ecting

Skill 8: Representing
information
appropriately
Skill 9: Developing
effective texts
Skill 10: Re�ecting
on your learning

For example:

Two stars
 1. I found really good sources.
 2. I was able to communicate what I learned from the sources in a great PowerPoint presentation.
One wish: I think I could have evaluated the information better and provided stronger ideas and solutions.

Try to do this for each step in the process.

This doesn’t need to be a huge analysis of what you did and did not do, but a few words that will make you 
really proud of yourself and some ideas on what to do better. The next time you are asked to use these skills, 
you can look back on the improvements and say, ‘This time I need to work on….’ Then you can focus on that 
particular part to improve.

Step 2: Ask yourself questions about how the task could apply in your life.
When you have reflected on how you might improve your HASS skills further, think about how the concepts 
and skills you have learned from a task might be useful in your life outside school.

These thoughts don’t need to be about the topic, they can be things like:
 • When I look things up on the internet I will know what makes a website reliable or unreliable.
 • I will be able to structure my paragraphs in a more effective way for all my subjects.
 • I can reflect on what I have learned in a better way for other subjects.

1.12.4 Let me do it
Think about how your HASS skills are developing.

For more help with this activity, you might:
 • Follow the short version of the steps in the Review section at the end of this topic OR
 • Use the detailed steps in the Show me section OR
 • Complete a step-by-step Worksheet from your online Resources.

Civics and citizenship
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve. 
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.

Economics and business
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve. 
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.
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Geography
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve. 
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.

History
Look back through all your research and communication. List what you did well and what can you improve. 
Explain three ways that you might use the knowledge and skills you have gained in other areas of your life.

Resources

eWorkbook Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
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1.13 Review
1.13.1 Key knowledge summary

Questioning and researching

  1.  Develop focus questions to help you research a topic.
 • Step 1: Identify what you already know or believe.
 • Step 2: Identify what you need to know to further your understanding.
 • Step 3: List what you know and what you need to find out.
 • Step 4: Write a hypothesis.
 • Step 5: Develop focus questions.

  2.  Record information from different sources.
 • Step 1: Find information from a variety of sources.
 • Step 2: Read your sources carefully.
 • Step 3: Record your information in notes.
 • Step 4: Follow ethical protocols or rules.

Analysing

  3.  Find information that is right for your specific research task
 • Step 1: Identify what you are learning from the information you have found.
 • Step 2: Decide how accurate and reliable the information is.

  4.  Look for links (similarities or differences) and patterns
 • Step 1: Identify any relationships or trends that you notice.
 • Step 2: Identify different viewpoints and perspectives.
 • Step 3: Explain how these viewpoints impact on the information you are looking at.

  5.  Find the right way to show your information
 • Step 1: Present the information you found in your own words.
 • Step 2: Create diagrams or visuals to show information, if needed.

Evaluating

  6.  Form a point of view.
 • Step 1: Look for problems or issues related to the topic or your research.
 • Step 2: Decide whether your hypothesis was right.

  7.  Weigh up the costs and benefits of change.
 • Step 1: Think of possible solutions to problems, or ideas for change.
 • Step 2: Weigh up whether the effects are worth the consequences.

Communicating and reflecting

  8.  Show information clearly.
 • Step 1: Choose the right way to let others know what you have discovered.
 • Step 2: Identify the best ways to show data and sources.

  9.  Use effective paragraph structure and vocabulary.
 • Step 1: Create strong paragraphs (using evidence) to explain ideas.
 • Step 2: Use terms that are correct and appropriate.

  10.  Explain how you might use what you have learned in the future.
 • Step 1: Look back at your process and what you learned and could do better next time.
 • Step 2: Ask yourself questions about how the task could apply in your life.

TOPIC 1 Concepts and skills in HASS 45

c01ConceptsAndSkillsInHASS.indd   45 5/30/2020   7:31:44 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



1.13.2 Key terms 

accurate source    the information is correct and factual

analysing    examining information and opinions closely to see how they are constructed and looking for connections between 
their parts or with other ideas and opinions

bias    prejudice or one-sidedness; seeing something from just one point of view

cause and effect    the concept that every event will have a cause, and every event or action is likely to be the cause of 
subsequent effects or consequences

cite    to come

cost–benefit analysis    an examination of the strengths and weaknesses of different options in order to see if the benefits are 
greater than the costs

demographic characteristics    statistics/data about specific people and groups

evaluating    looking critically at information, including trends, relationships and points of view, to form conclusions or make 
decisions

focus questions    questions that break a big topic down into its main parts or key areas

hypothesis    an idea or explanation that is used as a starting point for deeper investigation or research

identify    to recognise and name

inference    to infer, or make an inference, is to come to a reasonable decision about what evidence suggests; to make an 
educated guess

plagiarise    copy other people’s work and present it as though it is your own

primary sources    objects and documents that were created or written in the period you are investigating

relationship    the link connecting two or more people or things

reliable source    trustworthy and well backed-up with strong evidence, able to be relied on

secondary sources    reconstructions of the past written or created by people living at a time after the period you are studying

trend    the direction in which something is developing, moving or changing

useful source    the information helps to answer your research or focus questions
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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

Below is a full list of rich resources available online for this this topic. These resources are designed to bring ideas to 
life, to promote deep and lasting learning and to support the different learning needs of each individual.

1.1 Key concepts in HASS

eWorkbook
 • Customisable worksheets for this topic

1.3 SkillBuilder: Identifying knowledge and 
perspectives

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
Weblink
 • ABS

1.4 SkillBuilder: Collecting, recording and 
organising information

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
Weblink
 • ABS

1.5 SkillBuilder: Selecting relevant 
information

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.6 SkillBuilder: Identifying patterns and 
relationships

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.7 SkillBuilder: Translating information

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.8 SkillBuilder: Drawing conclusions

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.9 SkillBuilder: Considering solutions or 
ideas for progress

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.10 SkillBuilder: Representing information 
appropriately

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.11 SkillBuilder: Developing effective 
texts

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

1.12 SkillBuilder: Reflecting on your 
learning

eWorkbook
 • Civics and Citizenship (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Economics and Business (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • Geography (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)
 • History (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3)

To access these online resources, log on to www.jacplus.com.au
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