
11 Choosing a place to live
11.1  Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

11.1.1 Introduction
We all live in different places. Places are important to people, whether the places are rural or urban, remote or 
central, permanent or temporary. But no two places are alike; they differ in aspects such as their appearance, 
size and features. In your mind’s eye, try to picture the similarities and the differences between places such as 
a popular tourist destination, a remote village overseas, a scientific base in Antarctica, an Australian Indigenous 
community and a mining town.

Why does your family live in the place, state, city, street or house that it does? Why do many Australians live 
in big cities near the coast? Have you thought about the reasons your parents selected the place or environment 
in which you now live? People living in Australia have been making choices about where to live for many 
thousands of years, and these choices are influenced by factors such as cost, proximity to family and friends, 
and access to resources and facilities. Some places are considered more ‘liveable’ than others, but how can this 
be measured? This topic looks at why Australians choose to live in the places they do.

Rural, urban, remote or central, the world is full of places. Are any two places the same ?

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Video eLesson Choosing a place to live (eles-1619)
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11.2  A sense of place

11.2.1 What creates a sense of place?
Places are central to the study of Geography. This is because geographers are interested in where things are 
found on Earth and why they are there. But what exactly is a place?

To understand what a place is, think about location and region. Each place has a unique identity that makes it 
different from other places. A combination of characteristics is specific to that 
place, making it individual. A sense of place comes from being aware of what 
makes that location significant and seeing its special qualities.

The characteristics of a place can come from:
 1. natural features
 2. human features — that is, features built by people
 3. a combination of natural and human features.
Eventually, one or more of these features becomes a symbol of that place in 
people’s minds.

place    specific area of the Earth’s 
surface that has been given 
meaning by people

location    a point on the surface 
of the Earth where something is 
to be found

region    any area of varying 
size that has one or more 
characteristics in common

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to:
 • define the geographical concept of place
 • describe how places are similar and different
 • explain how places are viewed differently by people. 

FIGURE 1  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, taken from 
a helicopter, showing the Corcovado in the 
foreground with the statue of Christ on it and 
Sugarloaf Mountain, or Pao de Acucar, in the 
background, to the right

FIGURE 2  Disney World, Orlando, Florida, United States
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  FIGURE 5    Table Mountain, Cape Town, South Africa  

  FIGURE 7     The Great Wall of China    FIGURE 8     Purnululu in Western Australia  

  FIGURE 6    Golden Gate Bridge  

  FIGURE 3    The Taj Mahal in Agra, India    FIGURE 4    The Grand Canyon, Utah, United States  

TOPIC 11  Choosing a place to live 3

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Resources

Google Earth Taj Mahal
Grand Canyon
Disney World
Table Mountain
Purnululu

11.2 ACTIVITY

 1. Conduct a survey of your class to find out each person’s top five favourite places in Australia.
 a. Collate the results in a table similar to the following.

Place Student A Student B Student C

Great Barrier Reef ✓ ✓

Uluru ✓ ✓

My grandparents’ farm near Margaret River, WA ✓

 b. This table could also be set up electronically, using a spreadsheet program.
 c. Graph the results to show the ranking of the places by class percentage; for example, perhaps  

45 per cent of the class named Uluru in their top five places in Australia.
 d. As a class, discuss the patterns shown by the graph. Suggest reasons to  

explain why people or dislike certain places.  HASS skills: Analysing

11.2 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. Define the following terms in your own words.
 a. Place
 b. Location
 c. Region

 2. Study FIGURES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. Describe five characteristics in the environment of each feature that 
create its individual sense of place.

 3. Of all these characteristics, which one do you believe to be the most important in creating an identity for 
that place in the minds of people?

 4. Study FIGURES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. For each figure, identify whether the characteristics of the place come 
from natural features, human features, or both.

 5. Suggest reasons these places have become famous around the world.

Deepen your understanding of this topic with related case studies and questions.
 • Investigating Australian Curriculum topics > Year 7: Place and liveability > New York City

Explore more with

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–10

LEVEL 3
Questions 
–
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11.3  Why people live in certain places

11.3.1 Push and pull
People choose to live in specific places for a wide range of reasons. These reasons can be broadly divided into 
pull factors and push factors. Pull factors are those that attract or ‘pull’ a person to a place, whereas push 
factors that those that discourage or ‘push’ people away from a place. The combination of reasons varies from 
person to person and what one person may see as an advantage, another person may see as a negative.

It is also true, though, that the reasons people choose to live in a place often change over time. Sometimes, 
these reasons might even be connected to the very existence of the place — or its changing nature.

Four factors influence the liveability of places or why people decide to live there:
 1. available financial resources (money)
 2. employment
 3. relationships with other people (for example, wanting to be near family or moving for a partner’s job)
 4. lifestyle.
Many of these factors change throughout a person’s life. For example, where a 20-year-old single person wants 
to live is often quite different from where someone in their forties or someone with a partner and two teenage 
children may want to live.

In other situations, the reason for living in a place may disappear; this is the 
case for a number of towns in Western Australia. The township of Kanowna 
is situated 22 kilometres east of Kalgoorlie, and was established after gold 
was discovered in 1893. Within a short period of time, the population had 
grown to over 12 000 and infrastructure such as a hospital, railway line, 
school, post office and at least ten hotels had been constructed. As the gold 
discoveries eventually dried up, the population drifted away and the township 
was abandoned in the mid-1950s. Interest in the geology of the area returned 
in the 1970s and after new deposits were uncovered in the late 1980s, the 
Kanowna Belle Gold Mine began operation in 1993. With the mine located 
only 19 kilometres from Kalgoorlie, the majority of workers choose to live 
there, unless they are flyin, fly out (FIFO) employees. As of the 2016 census, 
only ten people still lived in the original gold mining township of Kanowna.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will able to explain the reasons that people live in certain places and describe 
how places change over time.

pull factors    positive aspects of a 
place; reasons that attract people 
to come and live in a place

push factors    reasons that 
encourage people to leave a 
place and go somewhere else

infrastructure    the basic physical 
and organisational structures and 
facilities that help a community 
run, including roads, schools, 
sewage and phone lines

fly in, fly out (FIFO)    describes 
workers who fly to work in remote 
places, work 4-, 8- or 12-day 
shifts and then fly home

Apply your understanding

 6. Do you think that people’s favourite places would vary with the age of the individual? Explain your answer.
 7. No matter where we live, we all live in the one place: Earth. From what you have learned so far, define what 

a place is in your own words. What do you think would be the characteristics of a place that would appeal 
to anyone, wherever they come from? (Hint: What feelings do you have when you are in a place that you 
like?)

 8. Name and describe a place you have visited and enjoyed that is predominantly made up of natural 
characteristics.

 9. Name and describe a place you have visited and enjoyed that is predominantly made up of human 
characteristics.

 10. Name and describe a place you have visited and enjoyed that is made up of both natural and human 
characteristics.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au
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Cossack has a similar story to Kanowna. Established in the late 1860s, around 200 kilometres west-south-west 
of Port Hedland, it was renamed after the HMS Cossack in 1871 and became a base for the pearling industry 
in Western Australia. The development of the pastoral industry in the Pilbara region and the discovery of gold 
also attracted people to the port town.

In 1898, a cyclone destroyed a significant portion of the town and, as the size of pearling and transport ships 
began to increase in the early 1900s, the harbour was no longer suitable to accommodate these. In light of 
these challenges, the pearling industry was relocated to Broome, a new port was opened at Port Samson, 
and the town of Cossack was eventually abandoned in the 1950s. Most of the historic buildings in the town 
were built in the 1880s and have been redeveloped as tourist attractions; tourists can either walk or drive the 
5-kilometre Cossack Heritage Trail.

Many of the towns in the north-eastern United States were established as manufacturing towns. At first they 
were located near major ports or iron ore and coal deposits, and some closed down when these resources ran 
out. In more recent times, factories such as the one shown in FIGURE 3, which is near Baltimore, have closed 
down because the owners could no longer compete with the goods produced at a lower cost in China and other 
South-East Asian countries. With no other jobs available, people left the area, and it fell into a state of urban 
decay. In 2018, Baltimore is once again thriving, especially with many STEM jobs.

FIGURE 1  The restored courthouse is one of the 
attractions on the Cossack Heritage Trail.

FIGURE 2  The Customs House and Store is another 
attraction on the Cossack Heritage Trail.

FIGURE 3   A disused factory near Baltimore
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11.3 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Resources

Interactivity Push/pull factors (int-3089)

Google Earth Baltimore, USA
Kanowna
Cossack

11.3 ACTIVITIES

 1. Survey the members of your class and find out the reasons their families chose to live in the place or 
location where they do. Classify the responses using the four categories named in this subtopic in a table 
like the following.

Student Resources Employment Relationships Lifestyle

Gina Near major 
shops

Near my dad’s 
work

Miguel Near my mum’s 
work

Close to my family who came to 
Australia earlier; close to my father’s 
best friend

Daniel Near the sea, 
because we all 
sail or surf

 a. Present the answers using a column graph, correctly and fully labelled.
 b. As a class, discuss the pattern of reasons shown by the graph, and the possible explanations for this. 

For example, how important to people are social connections?  Geography concepts: Place 
 HASS skills: Communicating and reflecting, Evaluating

 2. Look up on Google Earth the location of the current settlement of Cossack in Western Australia. Calculate 
the distance between Cossack, the nearby town of Wickham, and Port Samson. Study the land use and 
features of the environment around all three locations. Identify and list the advantages and disadvantages of 
Cossack as a tourist location, using evidence from your Google Earth study.  
 Geography concept: Place, Environment 
 HASS skills: Evaluating

Deepen your understanding of this topic with related case studies and questions.
 • Population of Australia
 • Energy in Australia

Explore more with

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–3

LEVEL 2
Questions 
4–8

LEVEL 3
Question 
9
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Check your understanding

 1. Explain the difference between push and pull factors.
 2. What are four factors that influence the liveability of places and why people decide to live where they do?
 3. Identify and justify the push and pull factors that exist for people thinking about whether they should move 

to Baltimore today.
 4. Define the term ‘urban decay’ in your own words.
 5. Study FIGURE 3. Identify some of the specific signs that indicate an area is in urban decay.

Apply your understanding

 6. Suggest reasons some people continue to live in decaying urban environments, and why others might 
choose to move.

 7. Study FIGURES 1 and 2 and think about the changes over time that have occurred in Cossack as a place. 
Was the decline of the original township of Cossack due to push or pull factors? How did these influence 
people’s choice of where they would live? Justify your answer.

 8. How has the type of employment opportunities changed for people in Baltimore? What might be some of 
the flow-on effects of this change?

 9. Consider the information on Kanowna and imagine that you have been employed at the Kanowna Belle Gold 
Mine. You have been given the option of housing within Kalgoorlie or within the original Kanowna township. 
Consider the potential advantages and disadvantages of both options and explain what your final decision 
would be.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

11.4  Liveable places in Australia

11.4.1 My place
What is your  neighbourhood  or local place like? All of us live in a community, and these are often centred 
on the place where we live, or go to school or work.

Teenagers have different types of local places that have special meaning for them, each one at a different scale: 
their bedroom, home and neighbourhood.

When you live in a neighbourhood, you become familiar with all the things that help to create the character of 
the place. Sometimes a neighbourhood is made up of people who have similar interests and beliefs, whether 
these be cultural, sporting, environmental or job-related. Other neighbourhoods have a mixture of people 
from different backgrounds, creating a vibrant, multicultural community identity. The fact that Australian 
neighbourhoods can be so different is what makes Australia such an 
interesting place to live in.

Neighbourhoods have always existed in Australia. The ‘country’ that is special 
to the many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nations is often based on 
language. For instance, the Noongar people consists of fourteen Aboriginal 
communities who lived in what is now the south-west region of Western 
Australia before Europeans arrived. Each community spoke its regional dialect 
and controlled a territory that had definite boundaries. This means these 

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to:
 • describe your neighbourhood
 • create a mind map of your neighbourhood
 • compare your mind map with a Google map
 • describe the similarities and differences between your map and a Google map.

neighbourhood    a region in 
which people live together in a 
community

community    a group of people 
who live and work together, and 
generally share similar values; 
a group of people living in a 
particular region
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people saw, and often still see, their 
neighbourhood as the region in which 
people spoke the same language and 
had the same customs, such as marriage 
rituals. People were, and are, socially 
connected.

Because nearly 90 per cent of 
Australians live in towns and cities, 
most people are likely to live in a 
street that is part of a suburb, town 
or city, and which itself is part of a 
state or territory. On the other hand, 
many Australians do not live in 
urban areas, but still live in their own 
communities that are just as distinctive 
as neighbourhoods in towns and cities. 
How can we describe where our local 
place is and what it is like? Sometimes, 
people try to use words to do this, but 
it is not an easy task. Geographers have 
no such trouble, however; they can use maps.

11.4.2 What makes Australia so liveable?
Where is your favourite place in Australia? Have you been to a holiday paradise, one that you think would 
be the perfect place to live? Is the climate perfect, the scenery spectacular? Is it safe, fun and the place for 
adventure? Is this place in a city, in the wilderness or in the next street? Is it paradise because your friends or 
family live there or because of the natural or built environment?

Among the most popular and beautiful tourist destinations in Australia are 
the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, Melbourne, Sydney, the Gold Coast, the Great 
Ocean Road, Monkey Mia, Kakadu, the Tasmanian Wilderness, the Blue 
Mountains, Port Arthur, Byron Bay, Kangaroo Island and Ningaloo Reef. 
Many of these places have unique landscapes, located within naturally stunning 
environments. Four of these are predominantly built environments: Sydney, 

(a) (b)

FIGURE 2  Mental map of Jayden’s local place (a) by Jayden and (b) by Annette, Jayden’s mother

wilderness    a natural place that 
has been almost untouched or 
unchanged by the actions of 
people

built environment    a place 
that has been constructed or 
created by people

FIGURE 1  Aboriginal groups of South West Western Australia

TOPIC 11  Choosing a place to live 9

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Melbourne, the Gold Coast and Port Arthur. The remaining ten places are best known for their natural, often 
remote, and almost wilderness environments.

Some of these wonderful places are found in or close to cities and large towns; some have significant local 
populations; and some are quite remote. They are all places that attract large numbers of visitors every year. 
People come to see or experience an aspect of the local environment that brings them pleasure.

FIGURE 3 shows the location of five of Australia's most popular places for 
tourists.

These places are often perfect for a holiday but they may also be a place to 
live. Is it mostly the excitement of a big city, the natural beauty, or some other 
factor that makes you decide which place is the most liveable?  The following 
provides some further information on the five locations from FIGURE 3.

Western Australia

South
Australia

Northern
Territory

Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania

ACT

Monkey Mia

Kangaroo
Island

Byron
Bay

Sydney

Melbourne

0 500 1000 km

Key
Land

Coastline

Tourist siteSydney

Source:  Spatial Vision

1

2

3

4

5

FIGURE 3  Five of Australia’s most popular places for tourists

remote    describes a place that 
is distant from major population 
centres

aspect    the direction in which 
something is facing
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 1. Monkey Mia is an environment where you can experience natural wildlife by interacting with dolphins. 
It is located in Shark Bay on the coast of Western Australia, 850 kilometres north of Perth. For over 
40 years, a small pod of dolphins has come ashore to connect with beachgoers. The Department of 
Environment and Conservation provides staff who supervise the feeding of fish to these dolphins each 
day. It is an unusual opportunity for people to see wild dolphins up close, quite near to the shore. Monkey 
Mia is a place of great natural beauty without a huge tourist resort attached. Most visitors camp. It is 
an important stop on the around-Australia tourist trail. At the 2016 Census, fewer than 800 residents 
currently live near the Monkey Mia Resort.

 2. Kangaroo Island is a place of natural beauty. It is Australia’s third largest island, found about  
160 kilometres south of Adelaide. It is a wildlife lover’s paradise, being home to many native Australian 
animals in their natural habitats, including koalas, kangaroos, seals and penguins. It has remote, unspoiled 
beaches and interesting rocky outcrops. Although first settled in the late 1830s, its present population of 
over 4200 is the highest it has ever been. It was originally settled as a fishing and farming community but 
today is better known as a tourist destination.

FIGURE 4  Seeing wild dolphins up close is an attraction for tourists to Monkey Mia.

FIGURE 5  Kangaroo Island is known for its abundance of wildlife.
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 3. Melbourne is the second-largest and most liveable city in Australia (2011–2017; second to Vienna in 
2018 according to the Economist magazine). It is the capital of Victoria and home to over five million 
residents in 2018. It is an attractive destination for tourists, who enjoy 
visiting its major sporting and cultural events, shops, restaurants and 
theatres. Melbourne is located beside Port Phillip Bay and on the Yarra 
River. It is not a city known for its beautiful natural environment, but it 
has become known for its distinctive laneways, bars and café culture.

 4. Sydney is a built environment in a 
beautiful setting and is Australia’s 
largest and oldest city. It is often 
called the ‘Harbour City’. Sydney 
is popular with both domestic and 
international tourists and is home 
to nearly 5.5 million residents 
in 2018. It has many attractions, 
including restaurants, beautiful 
beaches, theatres, galleries 
and iconic landmarks. It has a 
beautiful natural environment with 
varied experiences provided by 
the built environment. This makes 
it an extremely popular destination 
for everyone.

FIGURE 6  Melbourne is attractive for both residents and tourists.

FIGURE 7  Sydney has many cultural and environmental 
attractions.

liveable city    a city that people 
want to live in, which is safe, 
well planned and prosperous 
and has a healthy environment
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Resources

Interactivity How did they live here? (int-3091)

Weblink Nothing like Australia

11.4 ACTIVITY

Create a mental map of your neighbourhood or local place. A mental map is a drawing or map that contains your 
memory of the layout and distribution of features in a place. Locate your house in the centre of the sheet and 
work outwards from there. The map should be as detailed as possible. Include features such as:

 • streets and their names
 • houses of friends or family
 • shops, parks, trees, post boxes, telephone poles, pedestrian crossings, railway lines and stations
 • anything you can remember, but the map must be drawn from memory.

Present the map using geographical rules (BOLTSS). Since you are not drawing the map to a scale, write 
‘Not to scale’ in the correct position. Remember to use conventional colours and symbols as far as possible. 
Compare your mental map to an actual map of your neighbourhood.
 a. In what ways was your map accurate?
 b. Which features did you not mark on your map?
 c. Which parts of your neighbourhood did you know well and which did you not know well?
 d. Think of reasons to explain your answers to (c).
Design a map of your most liveable place. Consider the natural and built environments; distance to a city, 
services, job and recreational opportunities; climate; and lifestyle. Annotate your map to explain why this is 
where you would like to live. Use the Nothing like Australia weblink in the Resources tab to help find your ideal 
location.

FIGURE 8  Byron Bay’s natural beauty and laidback atmosphere 
attract residents and tourists.

 5. Byron Bay is a beachside town in northern New South Wales, located 160 kilometres south of Brisbane. 
It is a very relaxed place with a local community that includes many artists and retired hippies. It is an 
important surfing place, with easy access to offshore reefs and stunning beaches. It has become a popular 
place for ‘schoolies’ end-of-year celebrations. Byron Bay Shire had a population of nearly  
35 000 people in 2019 (9500 in the township of Byron Bay), who rely heavily on tourism and agriculture  
for their income.
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11.4 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. What is a neighbourhood?
 2. What percentage of Australians live in cities and towns?
 3. In your own words, define the term ‘liveable city’.
 4. Classify each of the following places in Australia as a natural environment, built environment, or both.
 a. Monkey Mia
 b. Kakadu
 c. Sydney
 d. The Blue Mountains
 e. Melbourne
 f. Great Barrier Reef
 g. The Gold Coast
 h. Port Arthur

 5. Which city was named the ‘most liveable city’ in the world in 2018?

Apply your understanding

 6. Brainstorm a list of the features to describe your most liveable place.
 7. Study FIGURE 2, which shows two mental maps of the same neighbourhood place. One is drawn by Jayden, 

a seven-year-old boy, and the other is drawn by his mother.
 a. Compare the two maps by drawing up a table like the following and filling in the spaces.

Features that are different Features that are similar

Land use

Transport

Street layout

Relative sizes

Names of places

Other

 b. Suggest reasons to explain the major similarities and differences between the maps drawn by Jayden and 
his mother. Think about factors such as age, duties during the day, transport and friendships.

 8. Is your most liveable place in a natural or a built environment or a mixture of the two?
 9. After reading about the five places described in section 11.4.2, which of these places is most similar to your 

most liveable place? Explain your answer.
 10. If you wished to work as a national park ranger, which of the places in FIGURE 3 would be best and why?
 11. If you were planning a career in the theatre, which of the places in FIGURE 3 would be best and why?
 12. If you wished to live in a relaxed coastal environment close to a capital city, which of the places in FIGURE 3 

would be best and why?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
10–12
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11.5  Australians living in remote places

11.5.1 Settling inland Australia
For over 100 years, a small percentage of Australians have been moving away from large cities and coastal 
regions to live in more remote locations. They are often searching for new farmland or the mineral resources of 
the inland. Why do some people choose to live in places where their nearest neighbour is 50 kilometres away 
and it takes six hours to get to the closest supermarket? Why do they find remote places more liveable?

The potential to relocate people inland has never been faster or easier. The interconnection provided by modern 
transport and the high-speed communication provided by phone and internet should mean that technology has 
reduced remoteness.

The general shift of Australia’s population for the last 100 years has been towards the major cities and away 
from the country. In 2016, the average age of farmers in Australia was 56 years 
and getting older (this is up 17 years from 2010). Most children of farmers 
leave the country and seek education and work opportunities in large cities.

Over the past 100 years, governments and private industry have made many 
attempts to encourage people to occupy the more remote places of Australia. 
Soldier settlement programs and mining developments are two such schemes.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to 
 • explain key terms: rural place, remote place, and fly in, fly out (FIFO)
 • explain why people live in remote places
 • identify and classify places as being either rural or remote
 • identify problems faced by people living in rural and remote places
 • discuss strategies that could be used to ensure the sustainable survival of rural and remote places.

Tropic of Capricorn

Hobart

Perth

Adelaide

Melbourne

Canberra

Sydney

Brisbane

Darwin

Date occupied by
1825

1840

1870

1880

1890

Negligible

1850

1860

0 400 km800

Source: © Spatial Vision  

FIGURE 1  Stages in European land occupation in Australia

country    the place where an 
Indigenous Australian comes 
from and where their ancestors 
lived; it includes the living 
environment and the landscape

TOPIC 11  Choosing a place to live 15

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Soldier settlement schemes
After both World War I and World War II, the state and federal governments of Australia began a program 
of providing land to returned soldiers. This was to give these soldiers work, but it was also seen as a way of 
attracting people to otherwise sparsely inhabited places.

After World War I, more than 25 000 soldiers were resettled in places such as the Wheatbelt and south-west 
region in Western Australia, Merbein and Mortlake in Victoria, Griffith and Dorrigo in New South Wales, 
Murray Bridge and Kangaroo Island in South Australia and the Atherton Tableland in Queensland. The settlers 
were expected to stay on their land for at least five years and to improve the quality of the land they were 
farming. Many of these settlements were not successful because the soldiers were not always suited to farming, 
the farms were often too small, and farmers did not have enough money to invest in stock or equipment.

After World War II, a similar scheme was much more successful, because farms offered were bigger and roads, 
housing and fences were supplied.

Tropic of Capricorn

Sydney
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Adelaide
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Melbourne
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Canberra
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Land allocated for returned
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Soldier settlements from 1917

0 500 km1000

Source: Spatial Vision 

FIGURE 2  Location of soldier settlement areas, 1917
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Remote mining communities
Karratha, Broken Hill and Tom Price 
are examples of current mining towns 
that are just as remote as the goldrush 
towns of Bathurst and Ballarat were in 
the 1850s and 1860s.

Today it takes just over seven hours 
to fly from Melbourne to Tom Price 
in Western Australia, yet it can be 
difficult to attract workers to mines in 
this region. Wages are high; workers in 
the mining and construction industry in 
these locations can earn between $90 
000 and $120 000 per year. Fewer jobs 
are now available because the mining 
boom has passed, but skilled workers 
are still attracted to these remote places. 
Some workers fly in and fly out (FIFO) 
for their shifts. In 2017, it was estimated that between 75 000 and 90 000 Australians fly in for a shift that may 
last several weeks, eventually flying home for their days off.

Northern
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Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

South Australia

Western Australia

ACT

Tasmania

Roxby
Downs

Moomba

Tom Price
EmeraldNewman

Roma
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Remote mining regions
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0 500 km1000

Source: Spatial Vision

FIGURE 4  Location of remote mining regions

FIGURE 3  Mount Tom Price mine and Tom Price township: note 
the FIFO workers’ huts in the left foreground
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FIGURE 5   Farms in the Griffith area support businesses in the town.

11.5.2 Rural settlement
Some people live in 
rural areas because they 
are involved in primary 
industries. Others provide 
services. Griffith is a large 
town (population 17 000) 
in the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area in New 
South Wales.

The climate in this area 
is semi-arid (warm, with 
unreliable rainfall). The 
land became productive 
farmland after irrigation 
was provided in 1912. 
Reliable water and 
available farmland attracted 
many people to this area.

Two main types of farm are 
in this area.

 • Type A farms are usually about 220 hectares in size (a hectare being 10 000 square metres). Each year 
they grow a combination of rice, corn, wheat, vegetables and pasture, and graze beef cattle. Irrigation 
water is usually used.

 • Type B farms are horticulture farms, and are usually about 20 hectares in size. They grow a combination 
of permanent crops that may include grapes, peaches, plums, and citrus fruit such as oranges. Many of 
these plants last for many years, and irrigation is always needed.

11.5.3 Are rural communities sustainable?
Rural communities are an important part of Australia’s social identity, but they are facing significant change 
and challenges in maintaining their population. Many are experiencing a decline because young people are 
leaving in search of education and employment. Some rural communities are able to alter this trend, and are 
surviving against the odds. Others have not fared so well.

Coober Pedy is a vibrant multicultural town in the far north of South Australia, 850 kilometres north of 
Adelaide and 700 kilometres south of Alice Springs. The town is located in one of the most arid environments 
of Australia.

For thousands of years, Aboriginal peoples walked the stony desert of the Coober Pedy area as part of their 
rotational occupation of land. The traditional custodians of the land are the Antakirinja people.

The town’s name may have come from the name Kupa Piti, meaning 
‘white man’s hole’. Opal was discovered in February 1915 and, after 
several cycles of boom and bust, the town expanded rapidly during the 
1960s. Opal developed into a multi-million dollar industry, and the town is 
sometimes called the ‘Opal Capital of the World’.

Opal continues to be important to Coober Pedy’s identity and economy, 
but the town now draws its income from mining services, tourism and 
public services. Coober Pedy has a large Aboriginal community, and the 
town’s population has now declined to an estimated 1762 people in the 
2016 Census.

irrigation    water provided to crops 
and orchards by hoses, channels, 
sprays or drip systems in order to 
supplement rainfall

horticulture    the growing of garden 
crops such as fruit, vegetables, herbs 
and nuts

arid    lacking moisture; especially 
having insufficient rainfall to support 
trees or plants
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FIGURE 6   Topographic map extract of Griffith
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  FIGURE 7     Coober Pedy location map  

   What does the future hold for Coober Pedy? 
 Coober Pedy is widely known for its underground housing 
(see   FIGURE   10  ), an effective and environmentally friendly response 
to the town’s searing summer heat and chilly desert evenings. Recent 
exploration has revealed signifi cant deposits of iron ore, copper, gold and 
coal in the area, along with platinum, palladium and rare earths.  

 Yet in 2014, the Cairn Hill iron ore/copper/gold mine was closed due to 
low iron ore prices. 

 The location of the town makes it an ideal centre for mining services, 
and a base for the delivery of state and federal government services in 
the region. This presents an opportunity for the town to reverse its steady 
population decline and again see growth in its economy and population. 

 Coober Pedy has good hospital and medical services, primary and 
secondary schooling, a TAFE campus, childcare services and police. 
However, these services are under some pressure, and there is a 
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  FIGURE 8     Climate graph for 
Coober Pedy, South Australia  
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continuing problem with the recruitment and retention of medical professionals. This rural environment is 
extremely remote, so many of the pastoral properties in the region have been linked to telecommunication 
services since 1987. The Stuart Highway provides the main transport and service route for the town.

11.5.5 A question of survival
Many rural communities are facing global pressures, such as more overseas competition and fluctuations in 
the Australian dollar, which can affect the prices of commodities (such as minerals, wool and beef). Climate 
change and resultant droughts and floods also affect these rural communities. The rural communities that are 
not experiencing the trend of people moving to urban areas (see FIGURE 11) all have one thing in common: they 
have discovered another source of income. They may have shifted their focus to growing olives or grapes, or 
perhaps made use of a natural environmental resource such as a nearby national park.

In some cases, a rural community is unable to reinvent itself or tackle the problem effectively. The loss of an 
industry such as mining may have terrible effects on employment, leaving the resident population with lower 
incomes and few job prospects.

Deepen your understanding of this topic with related case studies and questions.
 • Investigate additional topics > Population > Population of Australia

Explore more with

FIGURE 9   Along with other South Australian fields, 
Coober Pedy produces most of the world’s opal. 
Mullock heaps create Coober Pedy’s distinctive 
landscape.

FIGURE 10   Much of Coober Pedy lives 
underground to take advantage of the cooler and 
more stable underground climate.

DISCUSS

Discuss strategies that could be implemented to entice more people to live in Coober Pedy and reverse its 
population decline. Develop a list of possible strategies that could be implemented.  
 General capability: Critical and creative thinking
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FIGURE 11  Australia’s population increase and decrease 2011–2016

Resources

eWorkbook Topographic map extract — Griffith (doc-17952)

Interactivity Remote living (int-3090)

Weblink Soldier settlement

Google Earth Tom Price township
Griffith
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11.5 ACTIVITIES

 1. Research a local soldier settlement scheme. When was it established? How successful was it? How 
did this scheme help to populate a remote place? Map its geographic features by using Google Maps. 
Use the Soldier settlement weblink in the Resources tab to help with your research.  
 Geography concept: Place 
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching

 2. How might people be encouraged to move from the coastal fringe to the more remote places of Australia? 
What could make you or your family move or relocate? Produce a short film, a snappy slide show or an 
advertising campaign that highlights the pull factors that might make people change the place where they 
live.  Geography concept: Place, Change 
 HASS skills: Evaluating

 3. Use an internet mapping tool to view a satellite image of Coober Pedy. What clues can you see that tell you 
about the climate of Coober Pedy? Can you see the mullock heaps, as shown in FIGURE 9?  
 Geography concept: Place, Space 
 HASS skills: Analysing

11.5 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. What makes a place remote?
 2. How does FIFO reduce remoteness?

For questions 3 to 5, refer to FIGURE 6 or download the topographic map of Griffith from the Resources tab.

 3. a. What is the main use for farmland in the area surrounding Griffith?
 b. Sketch the symbol of this land use.
 c. Is this an example of farming type A or type B?

 4. a. Compare the pattern made by irrigation channels and natural waterways, such as Mirrool Creek.
 b. Why is irrigation useful in semi-arid areas? At what time of the year do you think it would be mainly used?
 c. How can you tell from the map that it is not hilly in the areas where there is irrigation farming?

 5. Identify two natural factors and two human factors that might have influenced people to choose to live in the 
Griffith area.

 6. Describe the location of Coober Pedy.
 7. Why are rural communities under threat?
 8. Refer to FIGURE 11.
 a. Which regions of Australia are experiencing a decline in population growth?
 b. Describe where population growth is increasing.

Apply your understanding

 9. Describe the change in the speed of settlement of inland Australia that is illustrated by FIGURE 1.
 10. Study FIGURE 2. Use your atlas to compare the location of soldier settlements with a rainfall map of 

Australia. Were soldier settlements located in places that receive good rainfall for farming?
 11. The soldier settlements of 1917 were established on remote, underused land. One hundred years later, 

would these places still be considered remote? Refer to FIGURES 2 and 3 in your answer.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
7–11

LEVEL 3
Questions 
12, 13
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LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to:
 • define key terms: sea change, tree change and urban renewal
 • explain what is meant by the term lifestyle place
 • identify who might live in a lifestyle place and offer reasons for these choices.

 12. Refer to FIGURE 6.
 a. Imagine you travelled in a southerly direction for 2.5 kilometres from Griffith city centre. Now select one 

square kilometre at this location. Count the number of buildings in your chosen square kilometre.
 b. Continue out from the city edge for at least another 7 kilometres. Choose another square kilometre and 

count the buildings in your chosen area.
 c. Compare your results. In which area would you be closer to your neighbours?
 d. Which one represents intensive farming?

 13. Many farms are in the Griffith region, which means many people are in the area to support shops, 
businesses, schools and cultural activities. However, in some parts of Australia, farms are very big and it 
is a long way to the nearest neighbours. Anna Creek, a beef cattle property in northern South Australia, for 
example, is 24 000 square kilometres (2 400 000 hectares). The property is in a semi-arid region of South 
Australia, where vegetation is sparse and the nearest town for supplies is 170 kilometres away.

 a. Use the scale to calculate the number of square kilometres covered by the map in FIGURE 6.
 b. How does this compare to the single farm of Anna Creek?
 c. At which location, Anna Creek or Griffith, could you most likely satisfy each of the following wishes: to play in 

a sport team every week, to regularly buy clothes, to collect data about lizards, to grow a lush lawn, to safely 
learn to drive, to have a private airstrip?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

sea change    the act of leaving a 
fast-paced urban life for a more 
relaxing lifestyle in a small coastal 
town

tree change    the act of leaving a 
fast-paced urban life for a more 
relaxing lifestyle in a small country 
town, in the bush, or on the land as 
a farmer

11.6  ‘Lifestyle’ places

11.6.1 Lifestyle
In the years after 1990, the healthy state of the growing Australian and world economies meant that more and 
more people had jobs and were earning higher incomes. This gave them greater choice as to where and how 
they wanted to live, and the type of life that they wished to lead, because they had the resources (money) to 
allow them to choose.

For some people, ‘lifestyle choice’ means escaping the rush of the modern 
urban society by choosing a sea change or tree change. For others, it 
means using their new-found wealth to fulfil their wants and desires, no 
matter how wild. Others choose to live in inner-city areas, close to shops, 
cinemas, restaurants and galleries. Because of this last group of people, 
governments and businesses have been able convert older industrial areas 
near the city centre into new activity centres where employment, residences, 
recreation and services can be found in the one location. Such places 
are in great demand by those who can afford them, particularly young 
professionals who want to be near the entertainment and facilities of the 
inner city.
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(a)

(b)

  FIGURE 1    Lifestyle choices for those who have the resources: (a) modern condominiums at Canary 
Wharf in the centre of London — a lifestyle that has arisen from the old docks — and (b) the historical 
apartments above the shops in Mala Strana in the centre of Prague, Czech Republic  
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FIGURE 2  The contrast between the shantytowns, or favelas, of Rio de Janeiro and their more affluent 
neighbours is very clear: who has the greater lifestyle choice?

(a) (b)

FIGURE 3  Contrasting lives in India. (a) The growing middle classes in modern India often purchase modern 
apartments, like those in this building in New Delhi. (b) For many poor Indians in urban areas, their home and 
way of life is on the street. Land for housing is expensive in cities such as New Delhi, and beyond the means of 
many people.
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(a)

(c)

(e) (f)

(b)

(d)

FIGURE 4  (a) and (b) The perfect sea change? These houses in the canal district next to Venice Beach, 
California, give their owners perfect peace and tranquility. (c) … or do they? (d) The beachfront houses on 
Venice Beach (e) Condominiums on the cliffs of the Pacific Ocean, in the well-off suburb of Santa Monica, 
California (f) Many homeless people in California opt to live on Venice Beach because of the climate.
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11.6.2 CASE STUDY: Central 
Perth Redevelopment Scheme

Development WA (formerly the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority, 
now amalgamated with LandCorp) 
has been working on the Central Perth 
Redevelopment Scheme since 2011. 
This is an urban renewal project made 
up of seven inner-city projects that are at 
various stages of completion. Its focus is 
to provide vibrant and appealing places 
to live, work, study, socialis e and visit. 
The aim is to create culturally diverse and 
welcoming places within Perth that help 
foster a sense of community.

According to Development WA:

Historically, Perth has developed as a 
sprawling suburban city. Cultural forces 
have played a large role in moulding 
the development of Perth ; namely, the 
‘Great Australian Dream’ (the quarter 
acre block) and a love of the car. 
Unabated sprawl, sole dependence 
on cars, and high levels of resource 
consumption are not creating a 
sustainable future. [Development WA] is 
working hard to meet these challenges 
by providing an alternative sustainable 
urban lifestyle choice for the people of 
Perth.

Urban renewal is all about creating 
great places. Somewhere you want 
to live, work or visit. [Development 
WA] places a focus on PEOPLE in 
developing great places. People want 
the urban environment to be attractive 
and activated, with a ‘sense of place’ 
— having qualities and characteristics 
that make people feel connected to a 
location.

Liveability has been a major consideration 
in the development of this scheme, with 
strategies incorporated to ensure the 
projects appeal to a wide range of people, 
and meet their varied needs in regards 
to affordability, leisure interests, access 
ability and overall wellbeing.

Riverside and Elizabeth Quay are two 
examples of the inner-city projects that 
form part of the overall redevelopment 
scheme. Both projects:
 • incorporate sustainable materials and technologies wherever feasible
 • include strategies to minimise and reduce waste
 • aim to protect the biodiversity of the areas

FIGURE 5  Project maps for the Central Perth redevelopment 
scheme
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 • encourage increased use of public 
transport, walking and cycling

 • provide affordable housing in line 
with the housing diversity policy

 • include amenities for work, retail 
and recreation.

The East Perth Power Station is also 
in line for development as part of the 
scheme, with a plan to commemorate 
the historical and cultural significance 
of the site. An Indigenous cultural 
centre or art gallery has been 
suggested as one way to celebrate 
this heritage, and to acknowledge 
the importance of this location on the 
Swan River to the original inhabitants. 
Any redevelopment proposal also 
looks set to include buildings for 
residential and commercial use. As of 
2019, five developers had been asked 
to submit their plans for this project. HASS/general capabilities skills to come?

FIGURE 6  The site of Perth’s potential power plant redevelopment 

Resources

Google Earth Canary Wharf, London
Prague, Czech Republic
Rio de Janeiro
East Perth Power Station

Weblinks Development WA: East Perth Power Station
Map of East Perth Power Station precinct

11.6 ACTIVITIES

 1. In groups of four, use a graphics software program to create a concept wheel that explores the meaning of 
the word ‘lifestyle’. Display all the wheels in a class presentation.
As a class, compare and discuss the lifestyle wheels that you produced. Can you identify a common view of 
lifestyle representative of the whole class? HASS skills: Communicating and reflecting

 2. The vision for the East Perth Power Station is to create ‘a vibrant waterfront destination with heritage charm’. 
In groups of three or four, imagine that you are developers who are presenting their ‘pitch’ for the East Perth 
Power Station redevelopment to the government. Use Google Earth to zoom in on the East Perth Power 
Station and explore this development site. Using Development WA and Map of East Perth Power Station 
precinct weblinks in the Resources tab create your own response to the project. As a class, compare the 
responses and vote on the best design. HASS/general capabilities skills to come?
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LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the interconnection between push and pull factors and the 
growth of cities, and identify the places in Australia that are growing at the fastest rate.

11.7  Growth cities in Australia

11.7.1 The growth suburbs
Which place in Australia is growing the fastest? If a place is liked by lots of people, does that make it the best? 
What makes a suburb the most popular? Coastal areas have always been a popular place for Australians to 
relax and holiday. Is the fastest growing place in Australia near the coast?

People might move to a new place for many different reasons. The attractions that entice people to live 
somewhere are called its pull factors. Pull factors include cheaper housing, better climate, more job 
opportunities and improved lifestyle. People can also be forced to leave their home and move to a new place. 
These reasons are known as push factors. Loss of your job or business, poor school or health facilities, and a 
natural disaster, such as flood or fire, are examples of push factors.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics, which collects information for the Australian Government, says that two 
of the five fastest growing suburbs are in Melbourne. The other two suburbs are in Canberra and Sydney 
respectively. Over recent years, Melbourne has been Australia’s fastest growing capital city. It is not surprising 

11.6 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. What is meant by the term ‘lifestyle choice’?
 2. Study FIGURES 1, 2, 3 and 4. Identify the features in the photographs that indicate that the people living in 

these places have the resources to choose to live in such environments.
 3. Outline the differences between a sea change and a tree change?
 4. Compare the images in FIGURES 2 and 3. What similarities and differences can you see in the ‘lifestyle’ 

choices of these residents of Rio de Janeiro and New Delhi? How much real power do they have to decide 
where they live?

 5. How do Development WA describe ‘a sense of place’?

Apply your understanding

 6. Would you like to live at Riverside or Elizabeth Quay? List what you would consider positive and negative 
aspects. Ask your family about how they would feel about living there.

 7. Study the lifestyle environment in FIGURE 4. From the evidence in the images, identify and list any possible 
changes (natural or human) that might affect the liveability of Venice Beach and Santa Monica.

 8. Would you like to live in a place like Venice Beach? Give reasons for your answer.
 9. Name two tree change locations that you or your family would like to live in and why.
 10. Name two sea change locations that you or your family would like to live in and why.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–10

LEVEL 3
Questions 
–
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that it often tops tables as the world’s most liveable city. In Western Australia, the areas that experienced the 
highest growth rates across 2018–2019, were the Alkimos–Eglinton region in Perth's outer north-west (which 
increased by 12 per cent), North Coogee (9.6 per cent) and the Casuarina–Wandi region in Perth's south-west 
(9.2 per cent). 

 What makes the Gold Coast such a great place to live?  
 The Gold Coast’s warm weather, beach 
culture and holiday lifestyle have 
attracted many new residents. 

 FIGURE   1   shows that most of the new 
arrivals came from New South Wales. 
Many were attracted to the place their 
family visited on holiday, and they later 
decided to make it their permanent 
home. The Gold Coast is now the sixth-
largest urban area in Australia. It is a 
major tourist destination, offering a wide 
range of work opportunities, community 
facilities and intercity and interstate 
transport links by road, rail and air. 
Many new residents are older Australians who have retired to this place. 

 The increased population has placed pressure on the coastal environment, as well as on the existing 
infrastructure of schools, hospitals, roads and housing. 

 Use Nearmap or Google Maps to access an   aerial photograph   of the Gold 
Coast region today. Compare this to   FIGURE   2  , showing the changes that have 
occurred to the land use here over the past 50 years. 
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  FIGURE 1    Net migration to the Gold Coast between 2011 and 
2016  
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Source: Spatial Vision

  FIGURE 2    Topographic map extract of the Gold Coast region in 1967  

aerial photograph    a photograph 
taken of the ground from an 
aeroplane or satellite
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Why was the Gold Coast chosen for an AFL expansion team and the 2018 
Commonwealth Games?
The main AFL states are Victoria, South Australia, 
Western Australia and Tasmania along with the 
Indigenous communities of the Northern Territory. 
In March 2009, the Gold Coast Football Club, 
now named the Gold Coast Suns, was established, 
supported financially by the Australia Football 
League (AFL). The club’s establishment on the 
Gold Coast has seen a rise in youth participation 
in AFL.

The six largest Australian cities now have at least 
one AFL club: Sydney (two clubs), Melbourne 
(nine clubs), Brisbane (one club), Perth (two 
clubs), Adelaide (two clubs) and Gold Coast 
(one club).

The Gold Coast was chosen to host the Commonwealth Games in 2018. Metricon Stadium at Carrara, the 
home of the Gold Coast Suns, was temporarily transformed and increased in capacity to host the athletics 
events as well as the opening and closing ceremonies for the Commonwealth Games. Australia has hosted five 
Commonwealth Games, but this was the first time they were not held in a state capital city.

11.7 ACTIVITY

 1. Compare FIGURE 2 with the Nearmap or Google Maps aerial image of the same place today.
 a. Study the map and photo in small groups. Identify the changes to the environment, both built and natural, 

between the map and the photo.
 b. Collate this information in a table.
 c. Write one sentence to describe the change to the built environment.
 d. Write one sentence to describe the change to the natural or physical environment.
 e. The population of the Gold Coast is predicted to double to 1.2 million people by 2050. Is much space left in 

this area of the Gold Coast for housing? Suggest where new suburbs could be established. 
 Geography concepts: Place, Environment

 2. Using your knowledge of the factors that have made the Gold Coast so liveable and grow so fast, use your 
atlas to identify another place that could become the ‘new’ Gold Coast. Identify the pull factors for your 
location and write a paragraph to sell its advantages to potential residents. 
 Geography concept: Place, Environment 
 HASS skills: Evaluating

Resources

eWorkbook Topographic map extract — Gold Coast region (doc-11400)

FIGURE 3  The ground developed for the Gold Coast 
Suns AFL team
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11.8  Life in a country town

11.8.1 The attraction of the country
Country towns come in all shapes and sizes. They can be small centres with a post office and general store or 
they can be substantial towns. Because most of Australia’s population and businesses are concentrated in the 
capital cities, even people who live in quite large towns outside the capital cities see themselves as living in the 
country.

Even though most Australians live in large urban centres, the rural or 
country regions are very important because this is where food is grown, 
natural resources are extracted and ecosystems can flourish. Many 
Australians travel to country places for holidays and many dream of moving 

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to identify the characteristics of country towns that make them 
popular places, and explain why country towns are becoming more popular.

11.7 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. What features of the Gold Coast have made it grow so quickly?
 2. Where have most of the new residents of the Gold Coast come from?
 3. What services, facilities and environmental attractions does the Gold Coast offer to people wishing to find a 

more liveable place to retire to?
 4. What are push factors? Give an example.
 5. What are pull factors? Give an example.
 6. What was significant about the Gold Coast hosting the 2018 Commonwealth Games?

Apply your understanding

 7. Push and pull factors result in the rise or fall of the population of a place. Use examples to explain the 
differences in environment, services and facilities between a place with push factors and a place with pull 
factors. 

 8. Think about the place where you live. Make a list of the pull factors that make your town or suburb more 
liveable. Then list the possible push factors that might make someone leave your suburb or town to live 
somewhere else.

 9. Imagine you are a town planner. Suggest two new features that you can add to your suburb which would 
make it a more appealing place to live.

 10. Many of Australia’s towns and cities are growing faster than ever before. What do you believe is behind this 
growth?

 11. Consider the push and pull factors that you’ve identified and discussed already. Which do you believe is the 
most important factor people consider when deciding where to live? Justify your response.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
10–11

natural resources    resources 
(such as landforms, minerals and 
vegetation) that are provided by 
nature rather than people
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CASE STUDY: Country life

How do you feel about living in different places? The following nine statements refer to different opinions about 
living in rural areas or cities: 
 • Rural areas are peaceful, have lots of space and clean air.
 • Cities provide more choice in activities and places to live.
 • I feel isolated in cities.
 • Pollution and noise in big cities impair living conditions.
 • I don’t feel safe in big cities because of crime.
 • Rural areas have great communities with people supporting one another.
 • The natural environment in many rural areas is very attractive.
 • I feel isolated in rural areas.
 • Jobs and transport are more accessible in cities.
Complete a diamond ranking diagram by writing the statement you most agree with at the top and the one you 
most disagree with at the bottom. Then choose the next two top and bottom statements and the final three in 
the middle of the ranking. Explain your ranking to another person. How might these rankings change if they were 
completed by people who live in places different from where you live? Can you test this hypothesis? 
 General capability: Intercultural understanding 

to the country. The attractions of country places include cheaper housing, less traffic, a greater sense of safety, 
and the allure of living within and around natural environments.

11.8.2 Demography
The demographic characteristics of country places are influenced by location and activities in the surrounding 
area.

For example, Narrogin is a country town approximately 190 kilometres south-east of Perth. It is a regional 
centre in a very productive wheat- and sheep-farming area. The population of the town has remained fairly 
stable at around 4300 people for the past few years, but it is ageing. Prosperous towns like Narrogin become 
the focus for significant sporting and cultural organisations; the region’s recreation complex is usually located 
in such towns.

Kellerberrin, located on the Great Eastern Highway, is a smaller town 
approximately 200 kilometres east of Perth. The town has a population of around 
1100 people and is located in wheat-growing country. Kellerberrin has far fewer 
community facilities than Narrogin.

TABLE 1  Population growth of selected Western Australian urban centres

YEAR PERTH NARROGIN KELLERBERRING

Population % growth Population % growth Population % growth

2011 1 833 560 4360 1210

2016 2 037 380 +2.13% 4280 –0.65% 1080 –2.5%

2021 2 262 400 +2.12% 4270 –0.42% 990 –1.99%

2026 2 494 360 +2.07% 4010 –0.76% 880 –2.10%

demographic    describes 
statistical characteristics of a 
population
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  A sense of belonging 
 People who live in country centres have 
a strong sense of identity, connectedness 
and belonging. Towns like Kellerberrin 
and Narrogin feature a range of sporting 
clubs including Australian Rules 
football, hockey, netball, equestrian, 
athletics and cricket. These clubs cater 
for all age groups, with a strong focus 
on junior sport. Cultural activities 
like art exhibitions and theatre groups 
tend to be found in the larger towns. 
Declining populations have affected the 
ability of smaller towns to fi eld teams 
in some major sports, and the range of 
cultural activities is also shrinking. A recent service now common in country towns of all sizes, however, is the 
Community Men’s Shed. Here, retired men meet to undertake practical projects with a community focus.   

Opportunities for physical activity

Little public transport; reliance on car travel

An understanding of Aboriginal traditions

Quiet walking and riding trails and fishing spots

A wider range of pets

Knowing many people in the community and many
people in the community knowing you

A volunteer fire brigade

Uncrowded roads

Clean air

Community reliance on surrounding resources (e.g. farming, mining,
fishing or the environment that attracts tourists)

A sense of safety
(e.g. cars and houses not always locked)

Leaving home for tertiary study

Fewer films and less live music

A small group of people your age

Greater likelihood of seeing native animals

Fewer restrictions on your time

Plenty of space to move about in
A limited range of specialists, shops and

employment

Travelling to school by bus

A greater understanding of the natural world (e.g. plants, animals,
weather) and appreciation of the importance of the quality of the

environment

  FIGURE 2    What growing up in a country town might mean  

  FIGURE 1    Lawn bowls is a popular sports in small towns.  

  DISCUSS 

  As a class or group, discuss the meaning of the term ‘country life’. Create a list of words that describe your 
agreed view.   HASS skills: Communicating and refl ecting 
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Resources

Interactivity Country town services (int-3092)

Google Earth Kellerberrin

11.8 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. In which direction would you travel from Narrogin to reach Perth?
 2. In which direction would you travel from Kellerberrin to get to Perth?
 3. Provide three reasons country places are important.
 4. Classify each of the characteristics in FIGURE 2 as economic, social or environmental.
 5. Identify the characteristics in FIGURE 2 that are attractive to you. Are most of these characteristics social, 

economic or environmental?

Apply your understanding

 6. What are three opportunities in your community for young people to feel socially connected?
 7. Study the data in TABLE 1.
 a. The population of Perth is predicted to __________ between 2011 and 2026.
 b. How many people will have left Narrogin between 2011 and 2026? How many will have left Kellerberrin?
 c. Which town will be affected most by falling population? Explain why.
 d. Suggest reasons different groups such as teenagers, families, and elderly people might leave towns such as 

Narrogin and Kellerberrin.
 8. In Australia, the trend is for people to move away from the country to the major cities. Suggest three reasons 

you think this happens.
 9. Country towns are critical to the rest of Australia. Explain what role country towns can play on a national 

scale.
 10. How might governments use demographic information from country towns?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

11.8 ACTIVITY

 1 a. Create a list of Australian country towns that you have heard of.
 b. Collaborate with others to map the location of each of these towns.
 c. For each town, record its latitude, distance and direction from the state capital city.
 d. Complete the following generalisation about the known towns: ‘Most of the towns we know are located 

___________________.’ Geography concept: Place
 2 Indigenous Australians have always had a sense of belonging to a place, and elements of the natural 

environment are honoured on their flags. What aspects of the natural environment are represented on the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags? Geography concept: Place, Environment

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–8

LEVEL 3
Questions 
9, 10
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  11.9   Seasonal places  

  11.9.1  Falls Creek — a seasonal village 
 Many aspects of the way people live are infl uenced by the seasons. Our recreational activities, transport, 
housing features and clothing often change throughout the year. In some towns, changes occur in business 
activity and population as seasons change.  

 Falls Creek is located in north-east Victoria about 20 kilometres south of 
Victoria’s highest mountain, Mt Bogong. It is in the Great Dividing Range, which 
extends from northern Queensland to western Victoria. As a ski resort, Falls Creek 
is very busy in winter and quiet in the summer. The village sits at an   elevation   of 
1765 metres above sea level. 

Source: Spatial Vision
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  FIGURE 1    Location of Falls Creek, a ski resort in Victoria  

  LEARNING INTENTION 

  By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to: 
     •  explain what is meant by the term seasonal places 
     •  identify seasonal places 
     •  identify the characteristics of seasonal places.   

elevation    height of a place 
above sea level
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  11.9.2  Falls Creek climate 
 Falls Creek is much cooler and wetter than places at a similar latitude. It 
holds several rainfall and temperature records in Victoria. 

     •  Lowest temperature: –11 °C (3 July 1970) 
     •  Highest monthly rainfall: 989.6 mm (July 1964) 
     •  Highest annual rainfall: 3738.5 mm (1956)   

 The elevation of Falls Creek means the air is always cooler, which 
increases the chances of rain or snow. The southern aspect of the ski 
slopes means that the snow remains on the slopes for longer.  

 Snow is the major attraction at Falls Creek, and many snow-making 
machines are now used to improve snow cover and extend the ski season. 
Nearby Rocky Valley Lake provides plenty of water to feed into the high-
pressure snow gun, but the temperature must also be very low (around –2 
°C) for the snow machine to work. 
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  FIGURE 2    Climate graph for 
Falls Creek (latitide 36.87°S)  

Sun heats the
Earth’s surface

Less heating as
elevation increases

Air at sea level
warms up

  FIGURE 3    Elevation and temperature: the higher a place is above sea level, the less heat it receives.  
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Summer

Clean air and mild temperatures suit outdoor
activities such as bushwalking.

Winter

Clothing must protect the skin from wind, water
and cold and the face from sunburn.

  FIGURE 5    Seasonal activities include skiing and bushwalking.  

   TABLE  1     Differences between summer and winter at Falls Creek            

 Data  Summer  Winter 

  Population*    225 workers plus visitors    2500 workers plus visitors  

  Visitor numbers#    35 000    130 000  

  Examples of type of 
work  

  Maintenance, building, road 
construction, revegetation and 
outdoor recreation  

  Maintenance, hospitality, snow activities, ski 
patrol and child minding  

  School enrolment*    10    40  

  Examples of activities    Cycling, bushwalking, fi shing, 
altitude sports training, horse 
riding and tennis  

  Downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, 
snowboarding, snowshoeing, snow tubing, night 
skiing and snow bike riding  

  Special activities    Dragon boat races and alpine 
cycling competitions  

  Ice plunge, sled-dog races and skiing  

Notes:  *Numbers are approximate. #Many visitors stay for several days.  

More shade on

southern

slopes

South North

More sunlight

on northern

slopes

Midday winter

sun in

northern sky

  FIGURE 4    The infl uence of aspect on snow cover. The slope that does not face the sun is always cooler.  
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Resources

Interactivity Alpine regions — open or closed? (int-3093)

11.9 ACTIVITIES

 1. In a group, brainstorm then create a list of towns that are busy in one season of the year. Choose one 
from the list and describe its location in at least three ways. In which season is the town busy? What is the 
attraction that draws people to the town? Geography concept: Place 
 HASS skills: Analysing

 2. Present the differences between summer and winter at Falls Creek in a visual format. Consider recreational 
activities, transport options, housing needs, clothing requirements and access to goods and services. 
 HASS skills: Communicating and reflecting

11.9 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. In which state of Australia is Falls Creek?
 2. What is the special attraction that draws people to Falls Creek?
 3. According to TABLE 1, how many more people visit Falls Creek in winter than in summer?
 4. Using the description of the location of Falls Creek as a guide, describe the location of your town or city. 

Refer to your state, directions, distance and at least one other feature.
 5. Refer to the climate graph (FIGURE 2) for Falls Creek. In which months would you expect it to snow?
 6. Explain why July would be a suitable month to operate the snow-making machines. Which other months 

could also be suitable?

Apply your understanding

 7. In which season is each of the following jobs most likely to be available at Falls Creek?
 a. Child minder
 b. Mechanic
 c. Fitness trainer
 d. Tennis coach
 e. Ski instructor
 f. Bicycle mechanic
 g. Chef
 h. Cleaner
 i. Stable hand
 j. Retail assistant

 8. How do the seasons influence the way of life in your town? Identify three aspects that change according to 
the season.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
9, 10
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11.9.3 Seasonal activities

11.10  Places of change
11.10.1 On the move
A town will change over time if the 
factors influencing people’s decision 
making about living there also change. 
Change may be due to government plans, 
the perception of the natural environment, 
the economic activities that are carried out 
in the place and access to resources and 
other places.

The original buildings in Tallangatta, in 
north-east Victoria, about 40 kilometres 
from Albury and Wodonga, can be seen 
only when the water level in Lake Hume 
is very low. The current town was moved 
from its original location in 1956. Houses 
were lifted onto trucks (with parts of the buildings often falling off during the journey) and moved about eight 
kilometres (see FIGURE 1). The original site, in a valley beside the Mitta Mitta River, was flooded when the size 
of Lake Hume was increased.

11.10.2 Town closed
In 1917, it was decided that a town was needed on the dry and hot Nullarbor Plain to provide services for the 
Indian Pacific railway (see FIGURE 2 ). With a population of 300, the town of Cook was once big enough to 
have a school, hospital, shop and accommodation for train drivers. When the railways were privatised in 1997, 
the town was closed. Cook currently has no known residents and it has effectively become a ghost town.

FIGURE 1  A Tallangatta house being moved to the new town 
site

 9. Over the past 50 years, the general trend has been a slight decrease in snowfall. If this trend continues, what 
impact will it have on the village of Falls Creek? Consider the impact on people (social impact), on business 
(economic impact) and on the natural surroundings (environmental impact).

 10. Falls Creek has internet and mobile phone coverage. What influence do you think this would have on access 
to goods and services?

 11. What kind of new activities would you introduce to Falls Creek to boost tourism in the summer months?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to:
 • explain why places change over time
 • describe the changes that might occur in a place over time
 • predict how a place might look in the future.
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  FIGURE 2    The location of Cook  

  11.10.3  Access to resources 

 Resource depletion 
 Silverton, 25 kilometres north-west of Broken Hill, 
was once home to 3000 people who mainly worked 
in mining. Most people left, often taking their homes 
with them, when richer mines opened at Broken Hill. 
According to the 2016 census, the population of 
Silverton is 50, although the town is now visited by 
many tourists.   

 Silverton has reinvented itself as a unique location for 
the fi lming of TV and movie productions. The town 
and its semi-arid surroundings have been used as the 
setting in many fi lms, such as  Mad Max 2 ,  Dirty Deeds , 
Strangerland ,  Mission Impossible 2  and  The Adventures 
of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert . In the coming years, 
we may see another change in Silverton’s population 
with the construction of the Silverton Wind Farm. After years of delays, construction of the renewable energy 
project commenced in 2017, with the fi rst generation of electricity occurring in 2018. All 58 wind turbines 
have now been constructed, making it the seventh largest wind farm in Australia.  

  FIGURE 3    Silverton wind farm  

  FIGURE 4    Silverton has reinvented itself as a tourist destination.  
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Resource discovery
Karratha is a hot, dry place 1600 kilometres north of 
Perth. It was founded in the 1960s for workers on the 
growing iron ore mines in the Pilbara region. In the 
1980s, the development of the natural gas industry 
encouraged further growth. The town currently 
supports about 22 000 people and is expected to 
support up to 40 000 by 2030.

11.10.4 Sea change
Margaret River, 270 kilometres south of Perth, has become 
popular because it offers a rural lifestyle and is accessible to 
the capital city. People who move from the city to the coast 
are said to have made a sea change. Those who move to an 
inland location are said to have made a tree change.

Change over time
Many people now recognise that the Margaret River region 
has many attractions, such as beaches, waterways, caves, 
wineries, national parks and mild weather that suits farming 
and tourism.

However, what people have thought about the region has 
changed over time. Before 1830, the Noongar people, 
including the Wardandi Nation, valued the natural 
characteristics (such as flora, fauna, weather, sea and rivers) 
and made few changes to the natural environment. In 1830, 
white settlers arrived to cut down trees and sell timber. In 
1950, they began using the cleared areas for dairy cattle and 
beef cattle.

Tourists also began to value and visit the region’s natural features, such as beaches, rivers and caves. By 1970, 
people were moving from the city to enjoy the quiet country atmosphere and, by 1990, the area had become 
popular as a sea change destination.

FIGURE 6  The Bussell Highway — the main 
street in Margaret River — in 1991

FIGURE 5  The planned town of Karratha

DISCUSS

Discuss the following statement with a partner: ‘Environmental factors are the main reason towns change’. 
Compose a clear paragraph to express your opinion. The first sentence will clearly state your view. The rest of the 
paragraph should contain at least two pieces of evidence to support your view.
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TABLE 1   Origin of people who moved to Margaret River, 2006–2011

Previous place of residence Number

New South Wales 83

Victoria 35

Queensland 44

South Australia 30

Western Australia 1004

Tasmania 13

Northern Territory 20

Overseas 365

FIGURE 7  Port Douglas in 1971, before the tourist 
boom

FIGURE 8   Port Douglas in 2019

11.10.5 Tourism
Port Douglas, 60 kilometres north of Cairns, was a busy port in the 1870s and had a population of more than 
10 000. The mining that had attracted people to this hot, wet area did not last. By the 1960s, the population 
was only 100. In the 1980s, road and air access to the town improved. People were prepared to travel long 
distances from within Australia and from overseas to enjoy the warm weather, stunning beaches and the World 
Heritage areas of the nearby Great Barrier Reef and Daintree rainforest. The permanent population is now 
about 3500. During the peak holiday season (May to November) the population of Port Douglas can increase 
to more than double its regular size.

DISCUSS

Many places change over time. Study the two photographs of Port Douglas in 1971 and in 2019. Discuss how the 
following people might respond to change that has taken place here:
 • A resident whose family has lived in Port Douglas for three generations
 • A shop owner
 • A travel agent
 • A tourism company owner
 • A fisherman
 • A painter/photographer  General capability: Personal and social capability 
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11.10.6 Change in the future
Even in a small state like Victoria, predicted population growth varies across the state. Towns relying on big 
farms are predicted to lose population. The use of machinery and the closure of processing plants have reduced 
employment opportunities. Towns in regions very close to Melbourne are predicted to grow. People who live in 
these places still have access to jobs and entertainment in Melbourne even though they live in regional Victoria. 
More people creates a need for more businesses.

The population of Perth is predicted to grow by over 34 per cent between 2020 and 2036. This is likely to 
place pressure on urban infrastructure such as roads and CBD transport options, but also provides opportunities 
for inner-city services such as cafés and restaurants.

Forecast year (ending June 30)
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FIGURE 10 Forecast population growth for Perth
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FIGURE 9  Projected population change for regional Victoria, 2011–2031
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Resources

Google Earth Tallangatta
Silverton
Karratha
Margaret River

11.10 ACTIVITIES

 1. Find maps of Victoria that provide information about landform and climate. Refer to your maps and FIGURE 9 
to complete the following.

 a. Think about landform and population change. Are most areas of declining population in places that are not 
mountainous? Are most areas of increasing population on the coast side of the mountains?

 b. Think about climate and population change. Are most of the highest growth population areas in places where 
rainfall is over 600 millimetres per year? Are most areas of declining population in places where the rainfall is 
lower?

 c. What might be reasons for your findings in (a) and (b)? Geography concept: Place 
 HASS skills: Analysing

 2. a. Draw a sketch map of natural features at Port Douglas in 1971. Show the ocean, promontory, Dickson 
Inlet, flat land and hills. Add the settlement features (such as housing, roads and marina).

 b. Using another colour or an overlay, show the settlement features for 2019.
 c. Annotate your map to describe the changes that have occurred and the changes you think will happen in the 

next ten years. Geography concept: Change 
 HASS skills: Communicating and reflecting

 3. Look at FIGURE 6. What do you think the main street in Margaret River looks like today? Predict what you 
would expect to see in terms of the road, footpaths, plants, types of shops, types of buildings and open 
spaces. Use Google Street View and check your hypothesis. Do you think Street View visited at a busy 
holiday time?

11.10 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. Which water storage drowned old Tallangatta? How far was the town moved?
 2. In which region of Western Australia is Karratha?
 3. What now draws people to Silverton?
 4. What is the population of Port Douglas in the peak holiday season?
 5. Study FIGURE 2.
 a. How many states does the Indian Pacific railway travel through?
 b. Why do you think the railway is called the Indian Pacific?
 c. In which general direction does the train travel from Sydney to Perth?

 6. Read the description of the change over time for Margaret River. Create a timeline to show the changing 
view of Margaret River.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
7–9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
10–11
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11.11  Isolated settlements

11.11.1 Way up north
Life in some towns is strongly influenced by geography. It is now possible to live in extreme conditions and be 
socially connected while enjoying access to a wide range of goods, services and community activities.

Dawson, with a population of 1400, is the second largest city in the Canadian state of Yukon. At the latitude of 
64°N, it is only about 360 kilometres from the Arctic Circle.

Dawson is a long way from neighbouring towns. It is 770 kilometres from the next town to its north (Inuvik) 
and 810 kilometres to Anchorage, the largest town in Alaska.

Apply your understanding

 7. Refer to TABLE 1. What were the three main places new residents came from to settle in Margaret River 
between 2006 and 2011?

 8. Suggest why May to November is the peak holiday season in Port Douglas.
 9. Refer to the map in FIGURE 9.
 a. Describe the location of the areas predicted to grow by more than 3 per cent. For example, are they inland 

or by the coast? Are they in the north, south, east or west of the state? Are they clustered together or spread 
out? Are they close to Melbourne?

 b. What will happen to towns in regional Victoria?
 c. Estimate the proportion of Victoria that is predicted to increase its population and the proportion that is 

predicted to decrease its population.
 10. Factors that cause change can be categorised as social (related to people), economic (related to money) 

or environmental (related to setting or surroundings). Consider all the reasons for change provided in this 
subtopic and list each in its correct category.

 11. What would be the advantages and challenges of living in a town such as Port Douglas, which relies on 
tourism? Use speech bubbles like the ones provided.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

It would be good
because … But …

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain why a settlement might be isolated, and identify the 
challenges faced by people living in isolated communities.
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11.11.2 Climate

11.11.3 Settlement
The site of Dawson, on the junction of the Yukon and Klondike rivers, was always an important hunting and 
meeting site for indigenous peoples, who still live in the area. The harsh climate deterred white colonisers until 
gold was discovered in 1896. The population grew by thousands every week, quickly reaching 30 000.

Arctic Circle
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FIGURE 1  Location of Dawson, Yukon, Canada

TABLE 1   Average hours of sunlight at Dawson, Yukon, and Longreach, 
Queensland

Month Dawson, latitude 64°N Longreach, latitude 23°S

January 4 13

February 6.9 13

March 10.2 12.5

April 13.7 12

May 17.1 11

June 20.6 11

July 21.4 11

August 18.1 11

September 14.6 12

October 11.2 12.5

November 7.8 13

December 4.7 13.5
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FIGURE 2  Climate graph for 
Dawson
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However, most people did not stay long. Living conditions were very poor: people lived in tents and huts; 
they had no power, water or sewerage; and crops would not grow in the low temperatures. The permafrost 
also made it difficult to dig the foundations for buildings. Furthermore, it turned out that the gold was not 
accessible: it was in gravel that was frozen for most of the year.

Today
Today the town has infrastructure, and housing is solid and heated. The community of Dawson operates year 
round, with the climate having a strong influence on activities. A road to Alaska has encouraged tourism, and 
new mining techniques have increased goldmining.

The weather conditions mean that some jobs, such as road-making and 
building, cannot be done in the winter. Some of those employed in these 
industries move south in the winter, either for work or holidays.

The town of Dawson is no longer completely isolated 
in winter. Internet and phone connections allow 
communication; snow-ploughing and spreading of sand 
keep the roads open most of the time; and planes fly in 
and out all year.

The weather influences many aspects of social life in 
Dawson. The ‘Thaw di Gras’ carnival celebrates the end 
of winter, and music festivals and a kayak marathon 
take place in summer. Winter is the time of snowmobile 
treks, skiing and the famous Yukon Quest dog-sled race 
from Whitehorse (Yukon) to Fairbanks (Alaska). During 
the race, dogs and mushers (sled drivers) need protection 
from the cold, but if the weather warms to 4 °C, it 
becomes too hot for the dogs to travel during the day.

FIGURE 4  It is so cold in winter that the Yukon River freezes over, and the ice is thick enough to support fully 
loaded trucks.

FIGURE 3  Competitors in the dog-sled race the 
Yukon Quest.

permafrost    permanently frozen 
ground not far below the surface 
of the soil
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FIGURE 5  Dawson City, Yukon, Canada 

Resources

Weblink Bureau of Meteorology

11.11 ACTIVITIES

 1 a. Construct a multiple bar or column graph to show the average number of hours of sunlight at Dawson.
 b. On your graph, use colour, shading or symbols to show summer and winter.
 c. Imagine you live in Dawson, where the school year is from August to June. In which months would you arrive 

or leave in the dark? Geography concept: Place 
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching

 2 Use the Bureau of Meteorology weblink in the Resources tab to find the average monthly temperatures 
for your location. Present the statistics for the minimum and maximum temperature in a graph. Compare 
your graph to the one provided for Dawson. Write three clear statements comparing the average monthly 
temperatures of Dawson and your location. Write three clear statements comparing the monthly rainfall for 
Dawson and your location. HASS skills: Questioning and researching

11.11 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. Refer to the map in FIGURE 1. How far is Dawson from Whitehorse, the state capital?
 a. What influenced indigenous people to live in the Dawson area?
 b. Why did people move to Dawson in 1897?
 c. What influences people to live in Dawson nowadays?

 2. List at least four ways in which the natural environment has influenced the settlement of this area.
 3. What factors have improved liveability in Dawson?
 4. Define the term ‘infrastructure’ and list three examples.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–9

LEVEL 3
Question 
10
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11.12  A nomadic way of life

11.12.1 Traditional Tuareg way of life
Most people live in the one place, but from time to time they may move to a new location. About 30 million 
people in the world live a nomadic lifestyle. Nomads do not wander aimlessly. From time to time they pack up 
all their possessions and move, often returning to a place at some point in the future.

The Tuareg people (pronounced twah-reg) lead a nomadic way of life mainly in the Sahara Desert. A number 
of related families live in groups of 30 to 100. These groups usually move to a new site every two or three 
weeks, because the environment provides very little water and food.

11.12.2 A harsh environment
Timbuktu is a town in Mali (see FIGURE 1) that has long been famous as a trading town. Here, goods such as 
salt were brought from the north across the Sahara, and goods such as gold came from the south.

Daytime temperatures are high and night-time temperatures can be cold. Rainfall is very low and unreliable. 
There can be long periods without rain and there can be sudden heavy downpours. Strong winds sometimes 
cause sandstorms that turn the sky yellow or orange, reduce visibility and cover everything with sand.

TABLE 1   Average temperature and rainfall, Timbuktu

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Average max. 
temp. (°C)

31 35 38 41 43 42 38 35 38 40 37 31

Average min. temp. 
(°C)

13 16 18 22 26 27 25 24 24 23 18 14

Average rainfall 
(mm)

0.5 0.5 0.5 1 4 20 54 93 31 3 0.5 0.5

Source: http://www.timbuktu.climatemps.com/temperatures.php 

Apply your understanding

 5. Activities in Dawson include volleyball, curling, film festivals, craft, dances, motorcycle riding, gold panning, 
softball, writing workshops and outhouse races. Which of these would occur only in summer? Which would 
occur only in winter? Which could occur all year?

 6. Which months of the year would be most popular for tourists visiting Dawson City? Provide at least two 
reasons to support your answer.

 7. How do you think the climate would make school life in Dawson different from your life?
 8. What do you think happened to the early buildings when the heating from houses warmed the soil and 

melted the permafrost?
 9. How have people tried to overcome the disadvantages of this location?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain why people might choose a nomadic lifestyle, and 
describe the challenges faced by people living a nomadic lifestyle.
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Source: Spatial Vision
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tribal populations0 300 km600

FIGURE 1  Tuareg areas

The climate means Timbuktu has little vegetation 
and very little water. Significant plant growth 
is only found at oases. This means that families 
have difficulty finding wood for cooking fires 
or vegetation for their animals. When firewood 
is unavailable, dried camel dung is used as fuel. 
When food for the animals is exhausted, the 
group must move to a new location. They move 
across the desert, traditionally finding their way 
by the stars, the moon and the landscape.

11.12.3 Nomadic herding
Animals have always been the most important 
possessions of the Tuareg people, and the need 
for grass and water for the animals is why the 
Tuareg people move from place to place.

FIGURE 2  Tuareg camels and goats
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11.12.4 Household possessions
A nomadic way of life means that Tuareg 
families do not have many possessions, and the 
few they have must be light and portable.

For example, their housing is usually in the 
form of tents that have a simple structure. These 
provide shelter from heat in the daytime and 
from cold at night-time. Tuareg tents used to be 
made of skin and woven cloth but now they are 
often made of nylon. They are always positioned 
so that the doorway is facing the non-wind side.

The main furnishings in their tents are rugs to 
cover the ground and to provide a sleeping mat. 
Sometimes a bed is constructed from palm slats 
resting on thin logs. Other furniture includes 
cushions and drawers or chests. A tent and other 
belongings can be packed up within a few hours.

For cooking, the Tuareg people use an open 
fire, sometimes with a hotplate. They use only 
a few utensils such as pots, containers, plates 
and spoons. Eating utensils are also minimal, 
and sometimes food is eaten by hand from a 
communal plate, as is customary across many 
different cultures around the world.

Tea is the most popular drink, and is the only 
food that includes sugar. A family will usually 
have a teapot and small cups, and the making of 
tea is a ceremony. Tea is offered to visitors and 
becomes part of business discussions.

11.12.5 Clothing
The Tuareg people almost always wear clothing that covers them from head to toe. The men, who spend more 
time outside, wear a headscarf to cover their head, neck and much of their face. This is to prevent sunburn, 
stop the lips from cracking, and slow down the drying out of the mouth. Men over 18 years of age traditionally 
wear blue headscarves. Their long clothes also provide warmth during the coolest time just before sunrise.

11.12.6 Changes to way of life
In recent times, the Tuareg people have been forced to change their way of life for a number of reasons:

 • Drought has reduced the amount of food available for the animals.
 • Private ownership of land has reduced the areas in which the Tuareg can move.
 • Political unrest has made some areas unsafe.
 • Population growth has placed pressure on the available land.

An increasing number of Tuareg people are moving to the south and 
becoming semi-nomadic. This means they are in one location for a large 
part of the year. They are building more permanent buildings, such as 
adobe houses, and using some irrigation to help crops grow. Working for 
money is becoming more common, and children are sometimes able to 

FIGURE 4  Tuareg men are known for their bright blue 
headscarves.

FIGURE 3  A Tuareg woman making tea outside her 
family tent in Niger

adobe    bricks made from sand, 
clay, water and straw and dried by 
the sun
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Resources

Interactivity Tuareg treks (int-3094)

11.12 ACTIVITIES

 1. Refer to an atlas and complete the following sentence about where the Tuareg people live.
 a. For most of the region where the Tuareg people live, the population per square kilometre is ___________.
 b. Annual rainfall is __________.
 c. Agriculture is _____________.
 d. GDP is _________.
 e. Average January temperatures are ________.
 f. Average July temperatures are __________. Geography concepts: Place, Environment
 2. Select another group of people who lead a nomadic way of life (such as the Awa, Penan, Orang Rimba 

or Tibetan nomads). Your task is to gather information about your chosen group. To guide your research, 
develop a key question for each of the following criteria: the environment, the people and the lifestyle. 
Represent your findings in at least three formats (such as a graph, a map, a satellite image, a photo, text or a 
diagram). Write three clear sentences to compare your group to the Tuareg people. 
 Geography concepts: Place, Environment 
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching, Evaluating

attend school. Healthcare, such as the provision of vitamins to improve nutrition, is now reaching more people. 
Solar panels are being used in some areas to produce power to charge mobile phones, run solar cooking ovens 
and provide lights in schools.

Some traditions remain. Nomadic herding is still valued as the most important activity, and tents are still the 
main form of housing. Loose clothing is still popular, and the men are still well known for their blue scarves.

11.12 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. Refer to FIGURE 1.
 a. Name the five main countries through which the nomadic Tuareg people move.
 b. On which continent do the Tuareg people live?
 c. Do the Tuareg people live in the northern hemisphere or the southern hemisphere?

 2. Where is Timbuktu located?
 3. Refer to TABLE 1.
 a. What is the average yearly total rainfall in Timbuktu?
 b. What is the average maximum temperature in the coolest month?

 4. Identify and explain three ways in which the environment has influenced the traditional way of life of the 
nomadic Tuareg people.

 5. Provide four reasons to explain why animals are highly valued by the Tuareg people. Suggest an item that is 
highly valued in Australian culture.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–4

LEVEL 2
Questions 
5–9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
–
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11.13  India, past and present

11.13.1 What is Old Delhi like?
Old Delhi is an area within the modern city of New Delhi in India. Old Delhi consists of the original walled 
city that dates back to 1639. It was founded by the Mughal emperor Shahjahan, and was known then as 
Shahjahanabad. The local people pride themselves on being a peaceful community in which Muslims, Hindus 
and Christians have lived together side by side for hundreds of years.

The British began developing the area now known as New Delhi outside the city walls of Old Delhi in about 
1911. However, life has continued within the walls of the 6.1-square-kilometre old city, which still has its 
original 14 gates. This makes it just a little smaller than Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra, but with a population 
density of over 25 000 people (similar to the capacity of WACA Stadium in Perth) per square kilometre!

FIGURE 1  Building a new multi-storey 
building inside Old Delhi

FIGURE 2  Even though mobile phones are found everywhere 
in India, there is still room for a business that offers you 
a telephone line when you need it. The high buildings in 
Old Delhi mean that mobile reception is not good in many 
locations within the city walls.

Apply your understanding

 6. The Tuareg people may be required to change their way of life in the future. What do you think will happen 
to the Tuareg’s nomadic way of life? Consider the influence of environmental factors (related to the natural 
world), economic factors (related to businesses and work) and social factors (related to people’s welfare, 
hopes and attitudes).

 7. Compare a day in the life of a Tuareg nomad and yourself. Include information on the following.
 a. Where and how you both live
 b. Diet, clothing, housing type, possessions, settlement size, schooling, and travel

 8. What are adobe houses?
 9. An increasing number of Tuareg people are becoming semi-nomadic. What does this mean?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the changes that have taken place in India over time.

TOPIC 11  Choosing a place to live 55

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



(a)

(c)

(b)

FIGURE 3  People of different religions have lived in Delhi for centuries. About 80 per cent of the inhabitants of 
Old Delhi are Muslims, whereas in the whole of Delhi, about 80 per cent of the population are Hindu. A number 
of mosques, temples and Christian churches are crammed into the old city, 
including (a) the Jama Masjid (Delhi’s largest mosque), (b) small but important 
mosques such as Kalan Masjid, built around 1387, and (c) the Holy Trinity 
Church.

mosque    place of worship for 
people who follow Islam (Muslims)

FIGURE 4  The bazaars in Old Delhi sell everything from food to bicycles.
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  FIGURE 5    Old Delhi is a hub of small industries, from metalwork to craft shops and food preparation. Power 
and telephone lines are draped from building to building.  

(a) (c)

(b)

  FIGURE 6    As with many other small shops in Old Delhi, the welder (a) works with old homemade equipment. 
(b) The cobbler repairs shoes with a minimum of equipment, using his feet as a vice. (c) The tailor uses an old 
sewing machine, operated by a foot pedal.  
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  FIGURE 7    The narrow streets make 
rubbish collection impossible, even if local 
government did offer it. The roofs of lower 
buildings often become rubbish dumps for 
those on the higher fl oors. In Delhi, nearly 
all rubbish collection is handled by private 
contractors or by the wastepickers.  

  FIGURE 8    Getting ready for iftar, the communal Ramadan 
festival after sunset. The place is full of a range of chaat (tangy 
and spicy snacks). During Ramadan, communities start to cook 
a fastbreaking meal in the afternoon so that it is ready for all to 
eat after sunset. This often takes the form of a neighbourhood 
banquet, celebrating friendships, family and community.  

  FIGURE 9    Access to clean water is a major problem in Old Delhi. There is no internal plumbing, although 
some households are able to obtain water through a courtyard distributor system. In general, water supply is 
communal in Old Delhi, just as it is in much of rural India and older urban areas. Usually, only the middle class 
and wealthy can afford to have running water. The courtyards of newer homes sometimes have a water tank on 
the roof.  
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11.13.2 How is modern India changing?

The multiple realities of India
Modern India is a very complex 
place. Indians themselves often 
talk about the ‘multiple realities’ 
of India. This means that visitors 
might see many different pictures 
of life in India. Some of these may 
contradict each other, yet all of 
them are true.

A great difference exists between 
modern India and traditional India. 
Modern India is in the top ten 
national economies of the world. 
Since the 1990s, government 
policies have encouraged 
industrialisation, which has given 
jobs to many people and money for 
them to spend. India has over 1.3 
billion people, with an increasing 
number of middle-class citizens 
who are highly educated, earning 
high incomes, and wanting the 
type of lifestyle that money can 

FIGURE 11  With few jobs around, young people learn to 
be creative in finding a way of making a living. They work in 
the informal sector. Young boys might sell cool drinks, with 
cordial made with water from an urn. This is then cooled by 
ice from a block, which is big enough to take all day to melt.

FIGURE 10  Schools in Old Delhi exist in 
small buildings down side alleys. Some 
schools teach in the English language.

FIGURE 12  In rural areas, many of the poor work in the informal sector. 
This snake charmer is one of a dying profession, working mainly for 
tourists and in festivals and markets, despite the fact that it is now 
illegal. The serpent is sacred in Hinduism, and snake charmers were 
once thought to have gifts of healing.
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bring. In 2018, India had 104 
billionaires (in US dollars), and 
almost 5 per cent of the world’s 
billionaires.

However, the gap between rich 
and poor is increasing. Economic 
growth has decreased the number 
of people living in poverty, but 
over 40 per cent of the population 
still lives in very basic conditions. 
Around 40 per cent of people 
still work in agriculture, and the 
rural poor are substantially worse 
off than other Indians. Incomes 
for farm workers are well below 
average.

A large proportion of modern 
India’s economic growth has 
been in the service sector, where people work in jobs providing skills ranging from gardening and laundry to 
accountancy. For instance, many businesses in North America, Europe and Australia have ‘outsourced’ their 
telecommunications and work to call centres in India. This means that they hire people in India to do jobs that 
are more expensive to have completed locally. Many global companies now have bases in India.

FIGURE 13   A long drought in the 2000s put great pressure on 
dwindling water supplies in India, particularly in the countryside. 
However, urban growth and few environmental controls on local 
industry have also led to the pollution of small yet important lakes, like 
this one near Agra.

(a)

(b)

(c) (d)

(e)

FIGURE 14   The contrast of modern India: (a) When modern buildings are constructed, bamboo poles are still 
used as scaffolding. (b)–(d) The growing middle class has created a ‘westernised’ lifestyle for many Indians, 
where people place great importance on always buying new goods and services. This can be seen in the 
advertisements within large shopping centres. (e) Local customs still have a place, however: look at what is 
on the sign hanging above the front of the McDonald’s store. Is this type of direct customer service what you 
would find at your local McDonald’s store?
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(a)

(b)

(c)

FIGURE 15   Three methods of transport in modern India

Resources

Weblinks Wordle

Delhi passport
Indian Premier League

Google Earth Old Delhi
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11.13 ACTIVITIES

 1. Using the SHEEPT system of classification, construct a table like the following to summarise the major 
features of Old Delhi and of the lives of the people who live there.

Social 
features

Historical 
features

Economic 
features

Environmental 
features

Political 
features

Technological 
features

Feature 1

 2. Using the table that you have drawn up, identify five characteristics of Old Delhi that are very different from 
the place in which you live, and five characteristics that are similar.  
 Geography concepts: Place, Environment

 3. Use Google Earth to view an image of the space of Old Delhi in the present day. Using the Google Earth 
options, create an image of Old Delhi showing the distribution of the major human features, such as churches 
and mosques. Print out a copy of the map you have created. Geography concepts: Place, Environment 
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching 

 4. One of the areas where the growth of the wealthy class in India can be seen is in sport. Use the Indian 
Premier League weblink in the Resources tab to research the structure of the Indian Premier League (IPL) in 
cricket. Create a map showing where the different teams are based in India. Construct a table of the names 
of the owners and how they created their fortunes. What conclusions can you draw about the IPL as a 
symbol of modern India? Geography concepts: Place, Environment 
 HASS Skills: Evaluating

11.13 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au

Check your understanding

 1. Old Delhi consists of the original walled city that dates back to which year?
 2. Which three religions have lived peacefully together for hundreds of years in Old Delhi?
 3. Old Delhi has an area of _______ square kilometres and a population density of over ________ people  

per square kilometre.
 4. What does the phrase ‘the multiple realities of India’ mean?
 5. What is the population of India?
 6. Complete the following sentence:

The number of people in poverty is decreasing, but over _____ per cent of the population still lives in very 
basic conditions, and ______ per cent still work in agriculture.

Apply your understanding

 7. Classify each of the following features of Old Delhi as social, historical, economic, environmental, political or 
technological.

 a. More people, rather than machines, are doing jobs.
 b. Emphasis is on wasting nothing in production.
 c. Mosques and churches are important.
 d. No motorised transport is used, except for the occasional motorbike.
 e. Most of the buildings are old.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1–6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
6–8

LEVEL 3
Questions 
9–11
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 8. Identify the main feature in the environment of Old Delhi that you believe to be the major problem facing 
its future. Justify your decision, using information from this subtopic and further information from internet 
searches and library resources. 

 9. Compare the living conditions of Old Delhi with those that can be seen in the places illustrated in other 
subtopics. What similarities and differences do you notice?

 10. Compare life in Old Delhi with life in India today.
 11. What do you think is the most significant issue facing New Delhi today? Describe what impacts this issue 

has on people and what could be done to solve the problem.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au
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11.14  Thinking Big project: Investigating change  
over time
Scenario
Have you ever been outside and looked at the landscape in front of you and wondered what this area looked 
like before humans existed? Have you ever wondered what once stood in the place where your house now 
stands, or your school? As we’ve learnt in this topic, it is possible for places to change over time. These 
changes can be caused by natural phenomena or they can be caused by human activity. You may have even 
seen some changes in your neighbourhood in your own lifetime. Perhaps new houses have been built in your 
street or even new shopping strips and parks. Let’s have a closer look at these changes and the factors that have 
caused them.

Task
In this task, you will investigate how your local 
area has changed over time. You will make a visual 
presentation of your findings to the class using either 
a poster, Google Slides, PowerPoint or Prezi. Your 
presentation should contain a mixture of historical 
information (using the suggested websites) and 
demographic data (using the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics link provided). Demographic data reveals 
information about the people who live in your local 
area, including categories such as age, gender and 
socioeconomic status. You should also attempt to 
learn what kinds of natural environments used to 
exist in your suburb.

Process
Follow these steps to complete this task:

 • Open the ProjectsPLUS application for this topic. Click the Start new project button to enter the project 
due date and set up your project group. Working in pairs will enable you to share responsibility for the 
project. Save your settings and the project will be launched.

 • Navigate to the Research forum, where you will find starter topics loaded to guide your research. You 
can add further topics to the Research forum if you wish. When you have completed your research, you 
can print out the Research report in the Research forum to easily view all the information you have 
gathered.

 • Start by researching the history of your local area. The best place to start is your local council website. 
Most local councils have a designated history page on their website. These pages usually contain excellent 
historical information, including references to local Indigenous communities. Make sure you take detailed 
notes of the information you find and save any relevant images to use in your presentation.

 • In the Media centre you will find an assessment rubric and some weblinks that will help you with your 
research.

 • Next, you need to collect demographic data about your suburb from 2001 and compare it with data  
from 2016 (the most recent census). Use the ABS weblink to search for your suburb. Once you have 
found your suburb and selected the right year, click go. This will bring you to the Community Profile 
page. Once you are here, click View the Quickstat for [your suburb] and you’ll be taken to a page 
containing all the demographic data for your suburb.

FIGURE 1  What factors have caused change in your 
neighbourhood?
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 • After you have reviewed the data from the suburb profile 
pages, write a summary of the data you have found and enter 
your notes into the Research forum. As you will see, there 
are many different categories to consider. Choose categories 
that you find interesting and make sure that you make 
comparisons between 2001 and 2016.

 • Now that you have your historical information and 
demographic data, it is time to create your presentation. 
You are free to choose the format of your presentation, but 
make sure that you use a range of different images, including 
photographs, maps and graphs.

 • Present your findings to the class and submit your 
presentation to your teacher for assessment and feedback.

Resources

Thinking Big project Investigating change over time (pro-0238)

FIGURE 2  Accessing the ABS Community Profile page for your suburb

FIGURE 3  Example Community Profile
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 11.15  Review
11.15.1 Topic summary

11.2 A sense of place
 • A sense of place is personal and will vary from person to person.
 • Natural and human features influence a sense of place.

11.3 Why people live in certain places
 • Push and pull factors influence where people choose to live.
 • These factors include environment, economic (work, housing, universities), social (family) and lifestyle.

11.4 Liveable places in Australia
 • Local neighbourhoods can have special meaning to some people.
 • Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people often identify with their local ‘country’.
 • Holiday/tourism locations often promote a positive sense of place.
 • Identifying most liveable places differs from person to person.

11.5 Australians living in remote places
 • Mining and farming are the main activities in remote areas in Australia.
 • Australians are generally moving towards cities and major towns.
 • A case study of Griffith shows that farming and supporting businesses and social needs are the main 

attractions to living in the town and surrounding area.
 • In general, many rural communities have been in population decline in Australia.

11.6 ‘Lifestyle’ places
 • Some people have the opportunity to move to new places to improve their lifestyles.
 • These changes are sometimes referred to as sea changes (to coastal areas) or tree changes (to rural areas).

11.7 Growth cities in Australia
 • The places people choose to live are determined by push and pull factors.
 • The number of people living in urban areas continues to rise.

11.8 Life in a country town
 • Country communities, though smaller in size, are crucial to Australia’s economy because of the 

agricultural activity that take place in this areas.
 • Because country communities are small, they often have an increased sense of belonging.

11.9 Seasonal places
 • Many locations witness changes in population and activity depending on the seasons. Typically, these 

locations are focused on tourism and recreation.

11.10 Places of change
 • Significant changes can occur in towns over time. Often, these changes are related to external factors, 

such as government decisions and land management issues.
 • Changes in tourism patterns can also significantly affect smaller communities.

11.11 Isolated settlements
 • Life in isolated places can be challenging, especially in terms of reliable access to resources and medical 

services. Improvements in information communication technology and transportation have made living in 
these locations easier.
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11.12 A nomadic way of life
 • People living nomadic lifestyles have no permanent settlements and travel from one place to another 

depending on the availability of resources.
 • Currently around 30 million people in the world live nomadic lifestyles.

11.13 India, past and present
 • Modern India is a complex place with huge differences between socioeconomic groups. As the population 

of cities continues to grow, these gaps are becoming even more significant.

11.15.2 Key terms

11.15.3 Reflection 
Complete the following to reflect on your learning. 

adobe    bricks made from sand, clay, water and straw and dried by the sun

aerial photograph    a photograph taken of the ground from an aeroplane or satellite

arid    lacking moisture; especially having insufficient rainfall to support trees or plants

aspect    the direction in which something is facing

built environment    a place that has been constructed or created by people

community    a group of people who live and work together, and generally share similar values; a group of people living in a 
particular region

country    the place where an Indigenous Australian comes from and where their ancestors lived; it includes the living 
environment and the landscape

demographic    describes statistical characteristics of a population

elevation    height of a place above sea level

fly in, fly out (FIFO)    describes workers who fly to work in remote places, work 4-, 8- or 12-day shifts and then fly home

horticulture    the growing of garden crops such as fruit, vegetables, herbs and nuts

infrastructure    the basic physical and organisational structures and facilities that help a community run, including roads, 
schools, sewage and phone lines

irrigation    water provided to crops and orchards by hoses, channels, sprays or drip systems in order to supplement rainfall

liveable city    a city that people want to live in, which is safe, well planned and prosperous and has a healthy environment

location    a point on the surface of the Earth where something is to be found

mosque    place of worship for people who follow Islam (Muslims)

natural resources    resources (such as landforms, minerals and vegetation) that are provided by nature rather than people

neighbourhood    a region in which people live together in a community

permafrost    permanently frozen ground not far below the surface of the soil

place    specific area of the Earth’s surface that has been given meaning by people

pull factors    positive aspects of a place; reasons that attract people to come and live in a place

push factors    reasons that encourage people to leave a place and go somewhere else

region    any area of varying size that has one or more characteristics in common

remote    describes a place that is distant from major population centres

sea change    the act of leaving a fast-paced urban life for a more relaxing lifestyle in a small coastal town

tree change    the act of leaving a fast-paced urban life for a more relaxing lifestyle in a small country town, in the bush, or on 
the land as a farmer

wilderness    a natural place that has been almost untouched or unchanged by the actions of people

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Rural, urban, remote or central, the world is full of places. Are any two places the same?

 1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your 
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

 2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.
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11.15 Review exercises
Multiple choice topic test

 1. What are push factors defined as?
 A. The positive aspects of a place, and the reasons that attract people to live there
 B. The reasons that encourage people to leave a place and go somewhere else
 C. The natural and human features of a location
 D. A combination of reasons for where somewhere lives, mainly positive
 2. Which two of the following facilities would you expect to find in Monkey Mia?
 A. High-rise apartments
 B. A general store and service station
 C. Theme parks
 D. Takeaway food stores
 3. . What are two reasons people want to live in remote locations?
 A. Becoming very lonely living in remote locations
 B. Opportunities for new farming enterprises
 C. Fewer employment opportunities
 D. Wages are quite high in remote locations
 4. What is a sea change defined as?
 A. Leaving a fast-paced urban life for a more relaxing lifestyle in a small country town, in the bush or on the 

land as a farmer
 B. Planting trees to improve the vegetation of your community
 C. Leaving a fast-paced urban life for a more relaxing lifestyle in a small coastal town
 D. Moving to a seaside suburb
 5. Generally speaking, which three of the following ‘pull factors’ would university students regard as reasons 

to live in a country town?
 A. A tertiary institution
 B. High unemployment rate
 C. Effective public transport
 D. Inexpensive student accommodation
 6. The early settlers in Australia chose to live on the coast and along rivers for a number of reasons. Which of 

the following would NOT have been a factor?
 A. Good access to sea transport
 B. Milder climate
 C. More scenic landscapes than further inland
 D. Bays and rivers providing safe ports for ships, their main form of transport
 7. Which of the following are correct in regards to the services and facilities available in country towns?
 A. There are sporting activities.
 B. There are no cultural activities.
 C. There are no environmental groups.
 D. There are social groups.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 2
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 3
Questions 
<Text to come>
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Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic 
Reflection (doc-xxx)
Crossword (doc-xxxx)

Interactivity A world of people and places crossword (int-7704)

 8. Which of the following statements is correct in regards to Dawson, Canada?
 A. People cannot live in Dawson because the climate is too harsh.
 B. People live in Dawson because it is a mining and tourism town.
 C. People live in Dawson because it is close to the city and the coast.
 D. Dawson does not serve as a tourism town.
 E. Dawson has poor infrastructure and housing.
 9. Why do communities become nomadic?
 A. They are looking for nicer weather.
 B. They are forced out by governments.
 C. Their environment cannot supply enough food, water and animal feed.
 D. They follow the migration of animals.
 10. Through how many different countries do the Tuareg people move?
 A. Three
 B. Five
 C. Seven
 D. Nine

Short-answer questions

 11. Construct a detailed list of factors (reasons) that influence where people live.
 12. What services allow FIFO settlements such as Tom Price to exist?
 13. How might the quality of the environment differ in the following places: Sydney, Monkey Mia, Byron Bay 

and Melbourne?
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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

Below is a full list of rich resources available online for this topic. These resources are designed to bring ideas to life, to promote 
deep and lasting learning and to support the different learning needs of each individual.

11.1 Overview

eWorkbook
 • Customisable worksheets for this topic
Video eLesson
 • Choosing a place to live (eles-1619)

11.2 A sense of place

Google Earth
 • Taj Mahal
 • Grand Canyon
 • Disney World
 • Table Mountain
 • Purnululu
myWorldAtlas
 • Investigating Australian Curriculum topics > Year 7: 

Place and liveability > New York City

11.3 Why people live in certain places

Interactivity
 • Push/pull factors (int-3089)
Google Earth
 • Baltimore, USA
 • Kanowna
 • Cossack
myWorldAtlas
 • Population of Australia
 • Energy in Australia

11.4 Liveable places in Australia

Interactivity
 • How did they live here? (int-3091)
Weblink
 • Nothing like Australia

11.5 Australians living in remote places

eWorkbook
 • Topographic map extract — Griffith (doc-17952)
Interactivity
 • Remote living (int-3090)
Weblink
 • Soldier settlement
myWorldAtlas
 • Investigate additional topics > Population > Population 

of Australia
Google Earth
 • Tom Price township
 • Griffith

11.6 ‘Lifestyle’ places

Google Earth
 • Canary Wharf, London
 • Prague, Czech Republic
 • Rio de Janeiro
 • East Perth Power Station
Weblink
 • Development WA:–East Perth Power Station
 • Map of East Perth Power Station precinct

11.7 Growth cities in Australia

eWorkbook
 • Topographic map extract — Gold Coast region 

(doc-11400)

11.8 Life in a country town

Interactivity
 • Country town services (int-3092)
Google Earth
 • Kellerberrin

11.9 Seasonal places

Interactivity
 • Alpine regions — open or closed? (int-3093)

11.10 Places of change

Google Earth
 • Tallangatta
 • Silverton
 • Karratha
 • Margaret River

11.11 Isolated settlements

Weblink
 • Bureau of Meteorology

11.12 A nomadic way of life

Interactivity
 • Tuareg treks (int-3094)
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11.13 India, past and present

Weblinks
 • Wordle
 • Delhi passport
 • Indian Premier League
Google Earth
 • Old Delhi

11.14 Thinking Big project: Investigating 
change over time

Thinking Big project
 • Investigating change over time (pro-0238)

11.14 Review

eWorkbook
 • Customisable worksheets for this topic Reflection 

(doc-xxx)
 • Crossword (doc-xxxx)
Interactivity
 • A world of people and places crossword (int-7704)
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