
13 History concepts and skills
13.1  Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

13.1.1 Links with our times
Although the ancient civilisations disappeared a long time ago, much evidence of the ancient past has been left 
behind. In many cases, our modern society can trace aspects of its origins back to people or civilisations who 
existed thousands of years ago. 

We can thank the ancient Egyptians for some aspects of modern architecture and the art of writing; the ancient 
Greeks for developments in medicine, mathematics, science and philosophy; the ancient Romans for their 
influence on art and architecture and our modern political and legal system; and the Ancient Chinese for many 
technologies, including the compass, paper and printing, and gunpowder.

In many ways, how our societies operate now is very similar to those that existed thousands of years ago. We, 
as historians, can study the evidence that these societies have left behind to examine similarities such as art and 
religion, using currency, laws and regulations, trade routes, writing and language. It's hard to believe that we, 
in modern society, could have things in common with warriors who fought to the death in arenas packed with 
thousands of people. However, when you look closely, you can likely start to see more similarities than what 
you first thought!
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Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic

Video eLesson Investigating the past (eles-1057)

SOURCE 1  This Ancient Egyptian papyrus is a source of 
information about the people and society in ancient Egypt and is 
useful for historians.
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13.2 Why we study history

13.2.1 How and why do we study history?
History is a journey of discovery through time. Often it will 
excite you, and sometimes it will shock and amaze you. 
Sometimes it will seem as though the people of past societies 
were from another planet. At other times, their actions and 
ideas will be as familiar to you as those of your friends and 
neighbours.

What is a historian?
Our own times have many links with the past. For example, 
many people in modern societies attend performances of 
plays. This art form originated in some city-states of ancient 
Greece, where it was an important aspect of their culture. 
Historians research past civilisations, cultures and societies. 
They try to build a picture of how people in earlier times lived 
and acted. Historians try to make sense of past ideas, customs 
and beliefs, the ways people were ruled and how they made 
their living. Historians enquire into the past by examining 
sources. Historians also try to understand and explain how 
people’s lives were shaped by other people and events, what 
they thought about their times and how they brought about 
changes in their own world.

In this topic, we will look at the following concepts:
 • Sources — these are any written or non-written materials 

that can be used to investigate and give us information 
about the past.

 • Evidence — this is the information we get from sources that is useful to our investigations.
 • Continuity and change — where we consider the parts of life or society that have stayed the same and 

those that have changed over a period of time.
 • Cause and effect — where we look at the relationship between historical events or actions; for example, 

when one event or action happens because of the other.
 • Perspective — this involves considering a person’s point of view, and how they see and understand what 

is going on around them.
 • Empathy — where we look at the the past from the point of view of a person or 

group.
 • Significance — where the importance given to events of the past is considered.
 • Contestability — this looks at the debate over how we interpret the past; for 

example, because of a lack of evidence or different views.

evidence    information 
that indicates whether 
something is true or 
really happened
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LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain how and why we study history.

SOURCE 1  Terracotta models of actors’ 
masks used in plays performed in ancient 
Greece around 2200 years ago. The actual 
masks have not survived because they 
were made of materials such as wood, 
linen and leather.

DID YOU KNOW?

The ancient Greeks invented the dramatic genres of tragedy and comedy. The remains of their theatres can be 
seen today at several places such as Delphi, Athens and Epidaurus.
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13.2.2 The value of history
Some people question the need to understand the past. But there are many very good reasons for studying 
history. Knowledge of history helps us to understand our heritage. We start to understand where our ideas, 
languages, laws and many other aspects of our lives came from. We can also develop more open minds and 
learn to appreciate cultures that are different from our own. Conservation work similar to that shown in 
SOURCE 2 is one of the key responsibilities of archaeologists.

History, the present and the future
Perhaps you already know that we can never understand the time we live in or what the future may hold if we 
do not understand the journey that brought us to this point. Human societies did not appear in the present as 
if from nowhere. They developed over many thousands of years. By understanding the past, we might just be 
able to avoid repeating past mistakes and make our world a better place in the future.

History, work and leisure
The kinds of skills you will learn while studying history are also important in many careers. These skills will 
help you to:

 • carry out research
 • draw conclusions and make decisions based on evidence
 • recognise the difference between fact and opinion
 • understand that there is usually more than one way of thinking about any 

problem
 • think critically
 • communicate effectively.

heritage    everything 
that has come down to 
us from the past

4 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for WA Second Edition

SOURCE 2  Conservation work on the Parthenon in Athens, a temple built in ancient Greece in the 
fifth century BCE (Before Common Era)
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A knowledge of history is important in our everyday lives too. And history gives many people great personal 
pleasure. How much more enjoyment do people derive from travel, books and movies when they know about 
the history that shaped the places they visit, or the stories they read or watch on a screen?

History and democracy
In Australia, we live in a democratic society. This means we have the right to choose our political 
representatives and leaders through voting. We cannot vote responsibly, however, unless we can make our own 
judgements about the ideas these leaders put forward. To do that, we need to know something about the past.

13.2 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Fill in the spaces in the following passage by choosing words from the box below.

Historians conduct ____________ into past ____________, ____________ and societies. Historians try to build 
up a picture of the ideas and ____________ of people in the past, how they lived and acted and how their 
lives were shaped by ____________.

 2. What is heritage?
 3. What can we gain from understanding our heritage?
 4. What kinds of skills will you learn by studying history?
 5. Suggest at least five careers that might require the use of historical skills.

Apply your understanding

 6. The masks in SOURCE 1 are held in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens, Greece. Each year the 
museum attracts millions of visitors from around the world.  
What might you be able to understand about ancient Greece just by using this source as evidence?

 7. Look closely at SOURCE 2. Each year, many countries donate money for conservation work to preserve the 
remains of this ancient Greek temple.  
Why do you think so much effort goes into conserving such traces of the past?

 8. Today we live in a world where people are sometimes killed over differences in religion. How might a 
knowledge of history help bring understanding between different religions?

 9. Suggest why any one of the following possible events might have historical significance in the future for a 
historian researching and writing about the age we are living in.

 a. An increase was recorded in the number of Australians who did not practise religion.
 b. Inequality (the gap between rich and poor) increased in Australia.
 c. The Australian government took in more refugees.

 10. Explain what you understand to be the difference between fact and opinion. Give an example from your own 
experience.

For sample responses to every question go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Civilisations beliefs cultures events research

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 2
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 3
Questions 
<Text to come>

DISCUSS

How may understanding our past help us avoid repeating mistakes?  General capability: Ethical understanding
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13.3  History concepts

13.3.1 What are history concepts?
You will learn eight historical concepts throughout your History unit, as shown in SOURCE 1. You will 
become familiar with these concepts by investigating how we have found out about the ancient past, both 
here in Australia and in other countries across the world. You will also investigate where the earliest societies 
developed and why they developed in the ways that they did. You will become more proficient with these 
concepts as you learn other History units in subsequent years.

13.3.2 Sources
Historians gather information from sources. Sources are any written or non-written materials that can be used 
to investigate and provide information about the past. It is important to make use of sources from the time we 
are studying to judge how reliable they are and explore the different points of view, or perspectives, of people 
from the past. This also involves questioning later sources that are interpretations of that time.

Primary and secondary sources
Historians can use two types of sources to investigate events from the past. Primary sources were created or 
written in the period of time that the historian is investigating. Secondary sources are reconstructions of the 
past written or created by people living at a time after the period that the historian is studying.

Depending on the event and place, primary sources might include bones, stone 
tools, letters, newspapers, art, photographs or many other traces. For most periods 
in history, we can divide primary sources into written and archaeological sources. 
Written primary sources can include such things as poems, songs, letters, myths and 
legends. They might have been written on paper, painted on stone walls or inscribed 
in stone, metal or clay in ancient languages. Archaeological sources are objects 
that were made in the past. They include many kinds of artefacts such as tools, 
weapons, pottery, coins, games, toys and jewellery. Some artefacts have written 
sources inscribed on them. Archaeological sources also include works of art such as 
sculptures and paintings, and constructions such as tombs, temples and, sometimes, 
entire cities.

Secondary sources can include books, articles, websites, models, timelines, computer 
software and documentary films. To create secondary sources, historians often:

 • locate information in primary sources
 • interpret that information
 • use it to explain what happened.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic you will be able to identify the eight historical concepts and explain why they are 
important.

Historical skills

Using historical
sources as
evidence

Identifying
continuity and

change

Analysing cause
and effect

Determining
historical

signi�cance

Sequencing
chronology

SOURCE 1  The eight historical concepts

primary sources    
objects and documents 
that were created or 
written in the period of 
time that the historian is 
investigating

secondary sources    
reconstructions of the 
past written or created 
by people living at a 
time after the period 
that the historian is 
studying

artefact    an object 
made or changed by 
humans

6 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 7 for WA Second Edition

c13HistoryConceptsAndSkills.indd   6 6/3/2020   1:35:13 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



13.3.3 Evidence
Evidence refers to the available facts that indicate whether something is true or that it really happened. 
Evidence can come from primary sources and from secondary sources. Evidence is what historians use to 
discover when events have happened, how they happened and why they happened. Sources provide historians 
with the evidence they need to prove or disprove events from the past.

Analysing evidence
Historical sources are valuable but they do not explain themselves. When using historical sources as evidence, 
historians need to ask questions of each source, such as where did the source come from (origin) and why was 
it created (purpose)? A source may be fact or someone’s opinion — that is, it could be biased. One way to test 
sources for reliability is to compare them with other sources. If this evidence leads to the same conclusion, we 
call it supporting evidence. If it leads to different conclusions, we have contradictory evidence. When we use 
sources to try to find out about the past, we have to ask some questions. For example:

 • What type of source is this?
 • Who wrote or created this source and when was it written or created?
 • Why was this source written or created?
 • What evidence does the source provide?
 • What was happening at the time the source was written or created?
 • Can I trust the source?

Using evidence from sources, historians form a hypothesis (a possible theory to 
explain what happened). To test the hypothesis we look for evidence that supports it. 
We also look for other evidence that contradicts it. We need to be careful. We have 
to ask: What other information do I need to support my theory?

Just as in the investigation of a crime today, we look at what contributed to an 
event and how those things fit together. We ask questions that begin with who, 
what, where, when, how and why. In this way, history is like any other kind of 

Maps and
diagrams

Remains
of shipwrecks

Paintings and
carvings in tombs

and caves

Remains
of buildings

Translations
of works of ancient

writers

Mosaics

Coins

Tombs

Graffiti

Statues

Tools

Pots
and cups

Figurines

Weapons

Ancient
inscriptions

Photographs and
reconstructions

Preserved
body or skeleton

What
other people
have written

History
sources

SOURCE 2  Some types of primary sources

biased    one-sided or 
prejudiced; seeing 
something from just one 
point of view

hypothesis    (plural: 
hypotheses) a theory or 
possible explanation
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investigation, but it is more difficult because our evidence often has gaps. We usually cannot find all the clues 
we need. It can be like trying to solve a jigsaw puzzle when many pieces have been lost.

13.3.4 Continuity and change
When studying different societies, historians can see that some aspects of life have remained the same over 
time, while other aspects of life have changed dramatically. Historians study the changes and the things 
that have remained the same because it is important to be able to identify when a change has occurred and 
when things have continued unchanged. As a history student, you will need to be aware of continuity and 
change, cause and effect, and long-term causes and short-term triggers. This concept is known as identifying 
continuity and change.

Change refers to something that is different from what has occurred in the past. This may occur over a long 
period of time and, in this case, it may be difficult to detect the precise moment of change. Change can also 
occur dramatically or suddenly. Such changes are often associated with single events and are referred to as 
turning points in history. Continuity refers to the things that endure, relatively unchanged, over time. You will 
find that many things remain the same across long periods in history. Sometimes these continuities have lasted 
into modern times.

We can make comparisons between and among historical events occurring at the same time, between and 
among historical periods and between present time and the past.

Sequencing, chronology and timelines
Historians often use sequencing of events and create timelines to study the changes that have happened over 
time. We can make comparisons between and among historical events occurring at 
the same time, between and among historical periods and between the present time 
and the past. The causes of change, or reasons change has been resisted, can also be 
investigated.

Chronology involves recording events in order of time. It is an important skill 
because historians need to know the order in which events occurred so they can get 
a sense of what happened. A story will make more sense if we start at the beginning 
and work towards the end. For example, your morning routine is likely to consist of 
waking up in the morning, getting dressed, eating breakfast, and then brushing your 
teeth. After this you might travel to school and then attend your first class for the day. 
This is an example of chronology; it is the sequence of events that occurs during your 
morning.

A historian will use a timeline to see how one event might have contributed to 
another. A timeline representing the sequence of events in your morning can be seen 
in SOURCE 5.

SOURCE 3  The ruins of an ancient house 
at Sardis, located in present day Turkey.

SOURCE 4  Modern suburban house 
in Western Australia

continuity and change    
the concept that while 
many changes occur 
over time, some things 
remain constant

chronology    a record 
of past events in order 
of time, from Latin 
chronos meaning time 
and logos, meaning to 
work out

timeline    a 
diagrammatic tool 
representing a period 
of time, on which 
events are placed in 
chronological order
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13.3.5 Cause and effect
History involves much more than putting events in order and 
understanding the sequence and flow of events. Historians use 
sequencing and timelines to examine and investigate how one 
event could be connected to another. Once the events have been 
placed into chronological order, investigating how one event has 
caused another event and how events are connected becomes 
easier. We can also look at the developments that have happened in 
both the short term and over a longer period of time.

In history, events do not simply occur without reason. Every event 
will have a cause, and is likely to be the cause of subsequent 
effects or consequences. Being able to identify patterns of cause 
and effect is an essential skill for historians that allows them to 
explain how and why things happened in the past. This skill can 
also make it possible to predict what may take place in the future.

Causes may include people, societies, politics, beliefs, economics 
or any other historical factor. Likewise, effects can include impacts 
on people, societies, politics, beliefs, economics or any other 
historical factor. It is important to understand that not all causes 
leading to a specific event are equally significant — some causes 
may have more influence than others.

The ability to analyse cause and effect requires a good 
understanding of sequencing chronology. We can identify series 
of historical events and developments over time, both in the short 
term and in the long term. Some causes occur immediately before 
an event began, while others may have existed for several years, decades or centuries 
before the event. Some effects occur immediately after an event or action, while 
others may occur years, decades or centuries following the event or action.

For example, Ancient Greece was made up of a number of city-states (or poleis), 
which were independent settlements with their own governments. Greek city-states 
shared a common language and religion. Two powerful and well-known city-states 
were Athens and Sparta. People living in ancient Greece did not consider themselves 

Wake up
in the

morning
Eat

breakfast
Travel to
school

Attend
first class

7:15 AM 7:30 AM 7:45 AM 8:00 AM 8:15 AM 8:30 AM 

Brush
teeth

Get
dressed

SOURCE 5  A simple timeline representing the sequence of events during a typical morning

SOURCE 6  Ancient Spartan ruins at 
the archaeological site outside the 
modern Greek city of Sparti

cause and effect    the 
concept that every 
historical event will have 
a cause, and every event 
or action is likely to be 
the cause of subsequent 
effects or consequences
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to be Greek but, rather, citizens of their city-
state; for example, Athenians or Spartans.

The development of Greek city-states was 
caused by a number of factors. One major 
cause was the geography of Greece. The 
country's mountainous landscape, isolated 
valleys, numerous islands and largely 
unnavigable rivers meant that settlements were 
isolated from each other. Fertile farmland was 
rare and overland travel was difficult. This 
meant that Greek settlements turned to the sea 
for contacts and trade between each other.

The development of Greek city-states also 
resulted in a number of effects. One positive 
effect was the rise of democracy in Athens. 
Athens introduced democracy in 508 BCE, 
which was a system of government by which 
citizens decided how their city-state would be run. City-states also resulted in the arts and sciences flourishing 
in ancient Greece. One negative consequence of the city-states of Greece was the frequent wars that occurred 
between the various city-states.

13.3.6 Perspective
Historians often come across many different versions of the same event. This is because of perspective, which 
is the different points of view that people may have of an event. Imagine you and some of your friends were 
asked to describe what happened at lunchtime. You would probably all have a different version of the events, 
depending on what things you saw and what you consider to be important. People in the past may have had 
different points of view about an event, depending on their age, gender, social position and their beliefs and 
values. We try to understand the perspectives of people in the past by exploring their points of view, attitudes 
and values. Historians also have perspectives, and this can influence their interpretation of the past. Often, we 
can get a sense of the way people thought and felt through primary sources, such as diaries, or through visiting 
museums and historical sites.

Empathy
It is important for historians to empathise with the people they study. This means trying to understand how 
people thought and felt at different times in the past. Using empathy, we work with all the evidence we have 
in order to imagine what the past was like for people who were there at the time. We need to consider such 
questions as:

 • Who were these people?
 • Where did they live?
 • How did they live?
 • What mattered to them?
 • What did they believe in?
 • What did they see, hear, taste, smell and feel?
 • What did they fear and what did they hope for?
 • Did they have feelings similar to or different from ours?
 • Did they all think and feel the same as one another, or did they have differing 

perspectives?

SOURCE 7  The Temple of Hephaestus located at the 
north-west side of the Agora of Athens, Greece

perspective    point of 
view or attitude
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To show empathy means that the historian can understand the past from the point of view of a particular 
individual or group, taking into account the unique circumstances of that person or group. Understanding the 
motivations, values and attitudes that are causes of their actions is also important.

At different points throughout this book you will be asked to put yourself in the situation of someone in the 
past. This is not a creative writing task where you can let your imagination run wild. Rather, you will be using 
historical imagination. This requires using your imagination but basing your ideas on evidence.

How should we judge people in the past?
When we learn about some of 
the things people did in the past, 
it is natural that we make moral 
judgements. For example, we now see 
slavery and torture as cruel. What we 
should try to avoid is judging people 
in the past by beliefs or standards that 
did not exist in their time. It would be 
wrong, for example, to judge a Roman 
army officer as being particularly cruel 
because he allowed his prisoners of 
war to be sold as slaves. At that time, 
he would have been upholding the laws 
and attitudes of his society. However, 
some ancient Romans were cruel even 
by the standards of their own time. 
We should also remember that in the 
future, people may think that many 
kinds of behaviour we consider normal 
are, by their standards, wrong.

13.3.7 Significance
Historical significance relates to the importance that is assigned to particular aspects 
of the past. These aspects may include events, individuals or groups, developments 
in the past, ideas or movements, and historical sites. There is far too much history 
to study or learn all of it. We need to make judgements about what is important 
and what is less important. For this reason, this is an essential, yet challenging, 
historical skill.

SOURCE 8  The ruins of the Colosseum in Rome

DISCUSS

What might a gladiator decide to do if other gladiators suggested that, instead of continuing to kill each other for 
the amusement of Romans, they band together, overpower their guards and make a bid for freedom?

Consider in your discussion how his decision might be influenced if this gladiator was:

 a. expecting to be killed in his next fight
 b. confident of winning his next fight and expecting to be given his freedom in the near future
 c. from a cultural group that was hostile towards other groups represented among these gladiators
 d. disgusted with having to kill his fellow gladiators for the entertainment of Romans. 

 General capability: Ethical understanding

significance    the 
importance assigned 
to particular aspects of 
the past; for example, 
events, developments, 
movements and 
historical sites.

TOPIC 13 History concepts and skills 11

c13HistoryConceptsAndSkills.indd   11 6/3/2020   1:35:15 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



 

 

 

 

 

CB

E

D

A

SOURCE 9  The Colosseum was a vast amphitheatre in ancient Rome. To 
entertain Roman crowds, slaves trained to be gladiators were forced to 
fight, often to the death, against other gladiators or against wild animals 
that had been tormented to make them ferocious. Most gladiators were 
men but at least a few were young women. This artwork shows what 
happened below the arena as well as what happened above ground.

 A The Colosseum was a vast amphitheatres in ancient Rome. This enormous elliptical stadium was  
189 metres long, 156 metres wide and 48 metres tall. It had four levels of seating and a capacity of 
up to 80 000 spectators. The 80 entrances, 76 of which were available for use by ordinary spectators, 
allowed the crowds to enter and leave quickly.

 B To entertain Roman crowds, slaves trained to be gladiators were forced to fight, often to the death, 
against other gladiators or against wild animals that had been tormented to make them ferocious.

 C Most gladiators were men but at least a few were young women. They wore elaborate armour, partly 
for protection and partly for show.

 D The floor of the fighting area was made of wood and covered in sand. Trapdoors with a lift and pulley 
system were used to provide spectators with an element of surprise, or to quickly dispose of the dead 
bodies and carcasses.

 E Below the Colosseum was a maze of tunnels, cells and dungeons. The cells and dungeons were used 
to contain the criminals, gladiators and animals, while the network of tunnels was used to transport the 
entertainment in and the remains out.
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When we try to establish the significance of an aspect of the past, we have to consider a number of questions. 
For example:

 • How relevant was it to people living at that time?
 • How many people were affected?
 • How did it change people’s lives?
 • How long were people’s lives affected?
 • How important and long lasting were the consequences?
 • How relevant is it to the contemporary world?

Once we know the answers to some of these questions, we can then, as historians, put ourselves in the shoes 
of those we are studying and try to understand why or why not an aspect may be significant. Don’t forget that 
aspects that happen quickly or that do not last a long time can still be significant.

13.3.8 Contestability
Wherever historians find sources and whatever methods they use to test their hypotheses and interpret the past, 
there will always be differing interpretations that are debated and contested. The issue of contestability is an 
important concept in the study of history.

Historical debates are ongoing. They occur when, for example, there is a lack of evidence or when different 
perspectives (points of view) lead to different conclusions. In some cases, little evidence may remain of an 
event and the historian has to use what evidence is available to fill in the gaps with what could have reasonably 
happened. This means that their interpretation of the event could be contested or debated. In other cases, 
several different perspectives of the same event may be available to historians, and all the perspectives could 
have some evidence to support them. In these cases, the historian needs to examine 
the evidence available and make a reasonable judgement as to what events occurred 
and how they occurred, but this could still be contested. Debates are ongoing in 
many areas, including the causes of particular wars and the roles of particular 
individuals, groups and ideas in bringing about significant changes.

DISCUSS

What aspects of your life as a student do you consider to be significant? Some things to consider could be 
access to technology, the physical state of the space you use, the resources you can access or the subjects that 
you are studying.

Do you think that the things you consider to be significant were important 10, 50 or 100 years ago? Do you think 
they will be significant 50 years from now?

13.3 ACTIVITIES

 1. the information from SOURCE 8 and 9 as evidence to write a short paragraph about what you can see from 
where you are sitting. Share your article with your classmates and discuss the different perspectives that you 
can identify.
Perspectives to choose from:

 • Noble
 • Referee
 • Animal handler

 2. In small groups, come up with a list of ten events, places or people that you consider to be the most 
significant in world history. Rank them in order of historical significance and then share your responses with 
your classmates.
After you have shared your responses, discuss some of the reasons each of the lists is unique and what would 
cause the lists to be similar or different.

contestability    when 
particular interpretations 
of the past are open to 
debate

TOPIC 13 History concepts and skills 13

c13HistoryConceptsAndSkills.indd   13 6/3/2020   1:35:17 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



13.3 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Identify the eight historical concepts you will be learning about.
 2. Describe the difference between primary sources and secondary sources.
 3. Provide two examples of written sources and two examples of archaeological sources.
 4. Explain what the term ‘bias’ means and why we might not be able to trust a primary source.
 5. Describe a way to test primary sources for reliability.
 6. Complete the following sentences by choosing words from the box below.

 a. A hypothesis is a _____ or possible explanation that has to be tested by looking for _____ that might support 
it and other evidence that might _____ it.

 b. _____ is the situation when particular interpretations of the past are open to _____.
 7. What does it mean to empathise with the people you study?
 8. Identify the questions you might consider when trying to understand the perspectives of people in the past.

Apply your understanding

 9. Look at the mind map in SOURCE 2 and describe each of the types of sources pictured around the mind 
map.

 10. Suggest what we might learn about the past from old graffiti or one of the other types of primary sources 
listed in the mind map.

 11. Why would it be wrong to think that primary sources are more reliable than secondary sources?
 12. Explain what types of evidence you could use to support the hypothesis that the ancient Romans were a 

civilised society.
 13. Make a list of some primary sources that could be used to create a history of your school (a secondary 

source). Beside each source in your list, write down what you think you could find out by using it as 
evidence.

 14. Using the internet and/or other information sources, find the meaning of the word sympathy. Explain how 
empathy is different from sympathy.

For sample responses to every question go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 2
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 3
Questions 
<Text to come>

Contestability theory debate contradict evidence
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13.4  Ages, time and chronology

13.4.1 Dividing the past
At Year 7 level we will be investigating prehistory and ancient history. Because prehistory covers many 
tens of thousands of years, we usually describe prehistoric changes over millennia (blocks of 1000 years). 
Historians studying later times sometimes concentrate on particular centuries (blocks of 100 years) or even 
decades (blocks of 10 years).

To make sense of the past, we divide it into ages or periods that have something in common. Prehistory is the 
prehistoric period (the time before people invented writing as a means of recording activities and events). It 
ended at different times in different parts of the world. For example, in China it ended thousands of years ago, 
while in Australia it ended a little over 200 years ago. We also use the terms Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron 
Age. These refer to materials people had learned to shape into tools and weapons in prehistoric and ancient 
times. Ancient history covers the time from the earliest civilisations around 3000 BCE to around 650 CE.

Counting time
In Australia, the system we have traditionally used to count years is one that was first used in Christian 
countries in AD 525. In this system, AD stands for anno Domini ( Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’). The 
year AD 2012 means 2012 years since the birth of Christ. However, although this system is still commonly 
used throughout the world, many historians now use the term CE (Common Era) instead of AD. The dates are 
the same: 2012 CE is the same year as AD 2012. We count forward, so 50 years later the year would be  
AD 2062 (or 2062 CE).

BC means ‘before Christ’, and for these years we count backwards. Therefore, 500 
BC would be 300 years earlier than 200 BC. Historians now commonly use the term 
BCE (Before Common Era) in place of BC.

BP and circa
In prehistory many dates are uncertain. It is common to use BP (Before the Present) 
to indicate about how long ago something happened. For dates BP, the year 1950 CE 
is agreed upon as ‘the present’. When dates are uncertain we put ‘c.’ before them 
because it stands for circa (Latin for ‘around’).

To convert years BP to years BCE, it is close enough to simply subtract the current 
date and round it off. For example, in the year 2000 CE, a date of 8000 BP would be 
(8000 minus 2000) — that is, c. 6000 BCE.

Other ways of counting time
There are other ways to count time. For example, Islamic countries start counting 
from the time of the flight of the prophet Mohammed from Mecca. This occurred in 
the year Christian countries call 622 CE.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to sequence historical events, developments and periods.

prehistory    the period 
before writing was 
invented

ancient history    
the period from the 
beginning of civilisation 
to the fall of the Roman 
Empire

civilisation    term used to 
describe societies that 
have towns and features 
such as complex forms 
of government and 
religion

anno Domini    latin for ‘in 
the year of our Lord’

Latin    the language of 
ancient Rome and its 
empire

DID YOU KNOW?

There is an easy way of working out what century a particular date is in. The first 100 years after the birth of 
Christ is called the first century CE. The first 100 years before the birth of Christ is called the first century BCE. 
To work out what century a date is in, you simply add one (1) to the number of hundreds in a date. Therefore, the 
year 2011 is in the twenty-first century CE. The year 705 BCE is in the eighth century BCE.
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PREHISTORY

ANCIENT
HISTORY

MEDIEVAL
HISTORY

MODERN
HISTORY

1500 CE
World sea exploration begins.

1789 CE
French Revolution

1000

2000

3000

1000

2000

BCE
CE

392 CE
Christianity becomes of�cial
religion of Roman Empire.

632 CE
Death of Mohammed

900 CE
Most Mayan cities in decline (South America)

Key dates and brief
descriptions of events
are given. 

c. 2900 BCE
Earliest known writing recorded in Mesopotamia.

c. 2550 BCE
Great Pyramid built at Giza in Egypt.

2000 BCE
Knossos palace built on Crete.

1279 BCE
Rameses the Great
becomes pharaoh of Egypt.

1100 BCE
Decline of Mycenaean
civilisation on Greek mainland

776 BCE
First known Olympic Games

753 BCE
Rome founded.
356 BCE
Alexander the Great is born.
221 BCE
First Qin emperor uni�es China.

146 BCE
Rome conquers Greece.

This timeline is divided 
into 1000-year sections.

CE

BCE

1340 CE 
Black Death reaches Europe.

Brackets are used
to mark a speci�c
period of history.

Where appropriate,
a timeline is divided
into eras.

The timeline is broken
to show a break in the
time scale.

SOURCE 1  A timeline showing some events from 3000 BCE to modern times
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13.4 ACTIVITY

Using SOURCE 1 as a model, create a timeline of your life up to the present. Include the important events of 
your life. Use the terms CE, century and decade. Then explain how your timeline helps you to present an overall 
picture of your life so far. HASS skills: Questioning and researching History concepts: Continuity and change

13.4 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What is prehistory?
 2. Explain how the prehistoric period differs from ancient times.
 3. Explain how Islamic countries measure time.
 4. What is the difference between AD and BC?
 5. Identify the terms that historians commonly use in place of:
 a. AD
 b. BC.

Apply your understanding

 6. The year 2019 is in the twenty-first century CE. Work out in which century each of the following years 
occurs: 705 CE, 1890 CE, 315 BCE.

 7. Calculate the number of years between 195 BCE and 755 CE.
 8. Write the meaning of the following terms: millennia, centuries, decades, ages, BC, AD, BCE, CE and BP.
 9. Look closely at SOURCE 1, the timeline. Use it to find dates for the earliest known writing and the first known 

Olympic Games.
 10. Why do you think the date for the building of the Great Pyramid has ‘c.’ (for ‘circa’) before it?
 11. We use the terms Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age to refer to periods of time in which people used 

those materials as their most advanced materials. Work in small groups to suggest an appropriate name 
(based on materials) for the age in which we now live.

For sample responses to every question go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 2
Questions 
<Text to come>

LEVEL 3
Questions 
<Text to come>
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13.5  SkillBuilder: Sequencing events in 
chronological order

13.5.1 Tell me

What is a timeline?
A timeline is a diagrammatic tool for placing events in chronological order (the order in which they happened). 
A simple chronology would be one, for example, that showed in sequence, or time order, key events of a day 
in your life.

Why are timelines useful?
Timelines are useful because they can help us make sense of events in the past. Timelines are particularly 
useful in the study of history. Creating a history timeline will help to:

 • understand the order in which events occurred
 • describe the time distances between events
 • identify what has changed over time
 • identify what has stayed the same over time
 • analyse how one event might relate to other events
 • compare what might have been happening in different places at the same time
 • assess if one event might have led to another event (cause and effect).

Generally, timelines are constructed using a sequence of dates with the addition of descriptive labels. The 
timeline may span thousands of years (see SOURCE 2) or cover a very short period (see SOURCE 3). In print, 
timelines may be as simple as a horizontal or vertical line, or highly visual with use of colour and images. 
Using digital technology, online timelines can be interactive, where users can click on a date and see a 
descriptive label, an image or even hear an audio narrative or sound effects.

SOURCES 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 show some examples of highly visual timelines that could be presented in printed 
history text books.

13.5.2 Show me

How to create a timeline
Timelines can cover very short or very long periods of time. They have the following features and 
requirements:

 • They can focus on just a few months or years.
 • They can focus on big, sweeping changes over thousands of years.
 • In most cases, they are divided up into equal blocks of time, such as decades or centuries. This is not 

essential, but it helps us to see not only the order of events but also how close or how far apart they were.
 • A break in the timeline (using a zig zag line, for instance) can show a long span of time between one date 

and the next.
 • To make equal blocks of time you need to use a scale — for example, 1 centimetre = 10 years.

LEARNING INTENTION

This SkillBuilder shows you how to sequence events in chronological order. Sequencing events is part of the 
analysing HASS skill.
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 • Timelines can be horizontal (across the page) with the earliest dates on the left and later dates to the right.
 • Alternatively, they can be vertical (down the page), in which case the dates usually run from the earliest at 

the top to the latest at the bottom.
 • Often, we have only approximate dates for events in ancient history. In those cases, we put ‘c.’ in front of 

the date. This stands for the Latin word circa, which is Latin for ‘around’ or ‘about’.

SOURCE 1  A simple chronology
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19141914

12 August   
Britain and France
declare war on
Austria–Hungary.

5 July   
Germany pledges 
support for its ally
Austria–Hungary.

23 July   
Austria–Hungary 
presents an ultimatum 
to Serbia, which would 
curb its efforts to 
secure independence.

28 July   
Austria–Hungary 
declares war 
on Serbia.

30 July   
Russia mobilises its 
troops to support
its ally Bosnia.

1 August   
Germany 
declares 
war on 
Russia.

3 August   
Germany declares
war on France and
invades Belgium.

4 August   
Britain declares
war on Germany
in support of 
its ally France.

6 August   
Austria–Hungary 
declares war 
on Russia.

28 June   
Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand 
is assassinated.

SOURCE 3  An example of a timeline that covers a 
short span of time

PREHISTORY (Before 3000 BC)

BC
20 00030 00035 000 25 00040 0001 000 000

ID
E

A
S

 A
N

D
 IN

V
E

N
T

IO
N

S

1 000 000 BC Fire was one of the
�rst tools used by ancestors of
modern humans, perhaps as
early as 1.4 million years ago.

SOURCE 4  An extract from a timeline that provides some 
illustrative material to accompany descriptive text labels
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Step 1

Study the timeline. Look at the way this timeline has been constructed.

 • It is a vertical timeline.
 • It has been divided into centuries.
 • A scale of 1 centimetre = 1 century has been used.

Step 2

A completed timeline has a clear title.

The title should state:

 • the time period covered
 • the subject or theme
 • the beginning and end dates.

1969 — Neil Armstrong is
first person on the moon.

1965 —18 March. Alexei
Leonov makes first
spacewalk from Voskhod 2. 

1963 — 16 June. First woman
in space is Soviet cosmonaut
Valentina Tereshkova.

1957 — 4 Oct. USSR
launches Sputnik 1, the first
artificial earth satellite. 

1961 —12 April. Yuri
Gagarin is first man in
space aboard Vostok 1. 

1968 — First crewed lunar
flight is made by Apollo 8 with
Frank Borman, James Lovell
And William Anders on board.

SPACE RACE

1965 — 3 June. Ed White is
first American to spacewalk
from Gemini 4. 

1962 — 20 Feb. First American
in orbit is John Glenn aboard
Friendship 7. 

1961 — 5 May. Alan Shepard
is first American astronaut to
make sub-orbital flight. 

SOURCE 6  An example of a timeline that uses a drawing of an object related to the subject or theme of the 
timeline
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BCE

CE

2700

2600

2500

2400

2300

2200

2100

2000

1900

1800

1700

1600

1500

1400

1300

1200

4000

3000

2900

2800

1100

c. 2200
Akkadian Empire falls. 
Ur dominates Sumer.

c. 2040
Egypt is reunited under 
the Middle Kingdom.
c. 2000
Elamites (from Iran) 
conquer Sumer.

c. 2400
Akkad conquers Sumer.

c. 2686
Egyptian Old Kingdom
begins.

c. 3000
The �rst cities are
built in Sumer.

c. 3100
Egypt is united.

c.1070
Egyptian New
Kingdom ends.

c.1570
Egyptian New Kingdom
is founded.

c. 1595
Hittites invade
Mesopotamia and
destroy Babylon.

c. 1786
Egyptian Middle Kingdom
ends.

c. 1800
Babylonian Empire is
founded.

c. 2181
Egyptian Old Kingdom
ends.

Timeline of the rise and fall of kingdoms and empires in Egypt and Mesopotamia between 3000 BCE and  
1000 BCE
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13.5.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

13.5 ACTIVITIES

 1. Construct a timeline of the rise and fall of civilisations in east and south Asia between 2500 BCE and  
200 BCE.

 • Use a vertical timeline.
 • Divide it into centuries.
 • Decide on the scale you will use.

Key events for your timeline

c. 2500 BCE Cities are built by the Indus Valley civilisation.

c. 2100 BCE According to Chinese legends, the Xia dynasty begins ruling China.

c. 1600 BCE The Shang dynasty is established in China. The Indus Valley cities are abandoned 
and India is invaded by Aryans.

c. 1100 BCE Iron begins to be used in India.

c. 1045 BCE The Zhou overthrow the Shang and start the Zhou dynasty.

c. 770 BCE The Eastern Zhou dynasty begins in China.

c. 500 BCE Iron begins to be used in China.

475 BCE The Warring States period begins in China, starting centuries of conflict.

327 BCE India is invaded by Alexander the Great (of Macedonia and Greece).

304 BCE India is united under the Mauryan Empire.

221 BCE China is united under the Qin dynasty.

206 BCE The Qin dynasty is overthrown in a peasant revolt. The Han dynasty begins.

Your timeline will help you to analyse and compare events. For example, you could use it to answer questions 
such as:

 • Which of these two cultures was the first to build cities?
 • Which was the first to use iron?

 2. Answer the following questions based on the timeline you have drawn:
 a. What time span does your timeline cover (i.e. how many years in total are covered by your timeline)?
 b. Which Chinese dynasty shown on your timeline was the earliest?
 c. How many years elapsed between the establishment of the Shang and Qin dynasties?
 d. Did the Indian or Chinese civilisation use iron first? What period of time separated the introduction of the use 

of iron in the two civilisations?
 e. Identify three significant events during the period of time illustrated on the timeline for:

 i. China
 ii. India.

 f. What statement could you make about the length of Chinese dynasties over the period shown on your 
timeline?

 g. What event of significance for ancient Indian civilisation occurred during the period of the Shang dynasty in 
China?

 h. What might have been a consequence for Indian civilisation of the invasion of Alexander the Great? (Hint: 
Look for an event that happened relatively shortly after his invasion.)
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13.6  SkillBuilder: Developing a hypothesis

13.6.1 Tell me

Interpreting the evidence of life in ancient Australia: Lake Mungo
In their work of studying the ancient past, archaeologists are dealing with evidence that is in tiny pieces. They 
must rely on the physical landscape and archaeological evidence to tell the story. Very little material from 
ancient Australia has survived the thousands of years between their time and ours. Shell, bone and teeth will 
endure; animal hides, plant fibres, feathers and hair will not.

Archaeologists are involved in the work of detectives as they:

 • search for evidence
 • analyse the evidence, separating relevant from irrelevant information
 • draw conclusions based on the evidence
 • combine the evidence with background knowledge to develop a hypothesis.

Lake Mungo is a site of enormous archaeological importance because it provides some understanding of 
life as it may have been over 40 000 years ago. Our image of life at Lake Mungo is built from the limited 
archaeological evidence and from our modern understanding of traditional life as it existed in Aboriginal 
communities in more recent times. It is easy for us to imagine that the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities remained unchanged for generations. We have built a picture of Indigenous peoples as 
nomadic hunters, stalking kangaroos or dugongs and living in small independent tribal communities; beliefs, 
such as the Dreaming, reach back into the distant past and give us a sense of the connection between the past 
and the present. But we also have a great deal of evidence pointing to the diversity, or mixture of cultural 
traditions, of ancient Indigenous communities.

What is a hypothesis?
A hypothesis is an explanation, made on the basis of limited evidence, and is a place to begin a more detailed 
study or investigation. Anyone who develops a hypothesis is making a guess, based on the evidence they have. 
When a hypothesis is well supported with solid evidence we call it a theory.

The difference between theories and hypotheses is known as the contestability of history. It reminds us that 
history is about interpreting the evidence. How the past is understood and interpreted is influenced by the 
point of view of the historian. If we look at people and events from our own modern Australian point of view 
we can sometimes misunderstand what has happened. We all have a cultural background that influences us. 
Our understanding of the world is shaped by many things such as our nationality, values, beliefs, personal 
experiences and interests.

Archaeologists study the evidence that has survived to explain and understand ancient life at Lake Mungo. 
Because the archaeological evidence of Lake Mungo is limited, archaeologists have developed more than one 
hypothesis to explain the nature of Lake Mungo life long ago.

13.6.2 Show me
Look carefully at SOURCE 1, an artist’s reconstruction of Pleistocene life at Lake Mungo. This image gives 
a general view of Lake Mungo life, using details that have been borrowed from what we know of later 
Aboriginal tools, technology and traditions. The image shows Aboriginal people from the Pleistocene Period 
living in much the same way as Aboriginal people did in south-east Australia at the time of European 
settlement, two thousand generations later.

LEARNING INTENTION

This SkillBuilder shows you how to develop a hypothesis. Developing a hypothesisis part of the evaluating HASS 
skill.
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SOURCE 1  An image of life during the Pleistocene Period at Lake Mungo, by Giovanni Caselli. The visual 
reconstruction was based on research published in Bernard Wood’s book The Evolution of Early Man, published 
in 1977.

 A Remains of animal species such as bandicoot, rat, kangaroo, wallaby, wombat and small marsupials 
such as bettong were found in the fireplaces at Mungo. Fireplace evidence suggests that hunters 
returned to the community site for cooking and eating. Remains of birds, emu eggs and frogs were 
also found at the site.

 B Remains of shellfish and golden perch have been found, as have the shallow fireplace ovens. 
Perch were probably caught in deeper lake water as indicated in the image of people fishing in the 
background.

 C Fish traps and fish netting were also probably used. The fish trap shown was not found at the Lake 
Mungo site and is based on artefacts found in south-east Australia dating from a much later period.

 D The stone tools shown do not closely correspond with the style of tools found at the Pleistocene 
Period Lake Mungo site. Grinding stones, as shown, were not found at Lake Mungo, with no evidence 
of the collection of seeds for grinding before 15 000 BP. Grinding stones found in south-east Australia 
from much later periods were flat, unlike the rounded stone in the image.

 E The clothing and physical appearance of the people are based on images of Aboriginal people from 
more recent times. Cloaks, body decoration and headbands have not been 
found. Necklaces made from animal teeth and bones have been found.The 
baskets and spears are based on artefacts found in the region from much 
later time periods.

 F Axe heads have not been found at the Pleistocene site.

 G Bone artefacts similar to those shown have been found in excavation. 
Archaeologists think these may have been used for sewing or fishing, but 
definitive evidence has never been found.

bettong    small nocturnal 
marsupial, resembling 
a small wallaby, with 
brown-grey fur on 
top and white on the 
underside
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The following steps will help you analyse the evidence and establish your own hypothesis and investigate the 
various Lake Mungo hypotheses that archaeologists have put forward:

 1. Begin with a question. For example, ‘What is the key feature of the Lake Mungo lifestyle during the 
Pleistocene Period?’

 2. Based on your question, write a central statement that becomes your hypothesis. For example, ‘The 
people of the Pleistocene Period lived in small hunting and foraging family units’. Your central statement, 
or hypothesis, should be arguable.

 3. Investigate your thesis. Consider the other possibilities to explain the nature of Pleistocene life at Lake 
Mungo; for example, ‘The people of the Pleistocene Period lived in large communities supported by 
hunting and foraging a wide area of land’.

 4. Conduct some research into theories developed by archaeologists. Peter Hiscock, for example, 
investigated the Lake Mungo site to develop his own visions and theories about life during this period. 
Hiscock’s study of the evidence challenges the Lake Mungo theory expressed in the sources.

The annotations in SOURCE 1 provide you with questions to consider when assessing the usefulness of the 
source as evidence of the Pleistocene lifestyle.

13.6.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

SOURCE 2  Excerpt from Bernard Wood’s The Evolution of Early Man, describing ancient life at Lake Mungo

Recent research in Australia has shown that thriving communities were established there nearly 30 000 years 
ago. These people lived on narrow strips of land between land, lakes and the huge sand dunes that stretched out 
into the desert. Fish bones, shell remains and animal bones are evidence that they learned to exploit the lakes as 
well as the land. Hearths where they cooled their food have been excavated, and it is the carbon from charred 
bones that has provided the dating evidence.

13.6 ACTIVITIES

 1. Form a hypothesis about life at Lake Mungo and use the steps outlined to write a paragraph explaining why 
your hypothesis is correct, based on your preliminary research. Refer to the information in SOURCES 1 and 2 
to help develop your hypothesis.  
Present your Lake Mungo hypothesis to your class in a creative way. SOURCE 1 is a visual representation of a 
hypothesis. You could present your hypothesis as a poster, short speech or story.

 2. What evidence do archaeologists need to study in the process of developing their understanding of life in 
ancient Australia?

 3. What is the correct meaning of the term ‘hypothesis’?
 4. Why have archaeologists developed more than one hypothesis to explain and understand ancient life at Lake 

Mungo?
 5. What is the difference between theories and hypotheses known as?
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 13.7  Review
13.7.1 Key knowledge summary

13.2 Why we study history
 • Historians investigate and interpret the past.
 • History helps us to understand our heritage and appreciate other cultures.
 • History helps us to understand the present and what the future may hold.
 • History provides us with essential skills.

13.3 Historical concepts
 • You will learn eight historical concepts throughout your history course.

Source
 • Sources are any written or non-written materials that can be used to investigate and provide information 

about the past.
 • The two types of sources are primary sources, which come directly from the time of the event, and 

secondary sources, where are written or created after the event has already happened.

Evidence
 • Using historical sources as evidence relates to analysing sources to judge how reliable they are, and 

exploring the different points of view, or perspectives, of the people from the past.
 • Using evidence from sources, historians can form a hypothesis (a possible theory to explain what 

happened).

Continuity and change
 • Identifying continuity and change is being able to recognise that while many changes occur over time, 

some things remain constant.
 • Historians often use sequencing of events and create timelines in order to study the changes that have 

happened over time.
 • Historians divide the past into ages and periods.

Cause and effect
 • Using chronological order and timelines helps us to recognise cause and effect.
 • Analysing cause and effect relates to understanding that every historical event will have a cause, and every 

event or action is likely to be the cause of subsequent effects or consequences.

Perspective
 • Perspective is the different points of view that people may have of an event.
 • We try to understand the different perspectives of people in the past by exploring their points of view, 

attitudes and values.
 • Historians also have their own perspectives, which can influence the way they see the past.

Empathy
 • Historians try to discover how people thought and felt in the past.
 • We should avoid judging people from the past by the standards of our own age.
 • Using historical imagination requires using your imagination, but basing your ideas on evidence.

Significance
 • Determining historical significance is being able to make judgements about the importance assigned to 

particular aspects of the past; for example, events, developments, movements and historical sites.
 • Historians will often have differing opinions about how significant certain things are.
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Contestability
 • When attempting to interpret the past, differing interpretations will always exist, and these can be debated 

and contested.
 • Sometimes evidence is available that supports different versions of events and, in these cases, historians 

must make a judgement, based on the evidence, as to what most likely happened.

13.4 Ages, time and chronology
 • Historians divide the past into ages and periods.
 • In Australia, we count time using a system that was developed in Christian countries, but there are other 

systems.
 • Using chronological order and timelines helps us to recognise cause and effect.

13.7.2 Key terms

ancient history    the period from the beginning of civilisation to the fall of the Roman Empire

anno Domini    latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’

artefact    an object made or changed by humans

bettong    small nocturnal marsupial, resembling a small wallaby, with brown-grey fur on top and white on the underside

biased    one-sided or prejudiced; seeing something from just one point of view

cause and effect    the concept that every historical event will have a cause, and every event or action is likely to be the cause 
of subsequent effects or consequences

chronology    a record of past events in order of time, from Latin chronos meaning time and logos, meaning to work out

civilisation    term used to describe societies that have towns and features such as complex forms of government and religion

contestability    when particular interpretations of the past are open to debate

continuity and change    the concept that while many changes occur over time, some things remain constant

evidence    information that indicates whether something is true or really happened

heritage    everything that has come down to us from the past

hypothesis    (plural: hypotheses) a theory or possible explanation

Latin    the language of ancient Rome and its empire

perspective    point of view or attitude

prehistory    the period before writing was invented

primary sources    objects and documents that were created or written in the period of time that the historian is investigating

secondary sources    reconstructions of the past written or created by people living at a time after the period that the historian is 
studying

significance    the importance assigned to particular aspects of the past; for example, events, developments, movements and 
historical sites.

timeline    a diagrammatic tool representing a period of time, on which events are placed in chronological order

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic
Crossword (doc-32115)

Interactivity Historical skills and concepts crossword (int-7690)
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13.7 Review exercises
Multiple choice topic test

 1. We study history in an effort to learn about what?
 A. Our past
 B. Our heritage
 C. Our future
 D. Our grandparents

 2. What are historical sources?
 A. Written materials that provide information about the past
 B. Non-written materials that provide information about the past
 C. Stories from people who lived during the time of the event we are studying
 D. All of the above

 3. How can we, as historians, test the reliability of evidence from sources?
 A. Compare them with other sources that are available
 B. Ask a teacher
 C. Ask Google
 D. Check for bias

 4. Why do historians make use of chronology, sequencing and timelines?
 A. To investigate how events have happened from start to finish
 B. To investigate the relationship between different events
 C. To investigate what has changed about society and what has stayed the same
 D. All of the above

 5. What must historians be able to do to identify cause and effect?
 A. Place events in chronological order
 B. Create timelines
 C. Identify patterns of cause and effect
 D. Explain the relationship between two events

 6. Why do different perspectives of events occur?
 A. Differing values and attitudes
 B. Differing age and gender
 C. Differing social status
 D. All of the above

 7. What does demonstrating empathy when investigating ancient history mean?
 A. Understanding that soldiers and war were considered necessary to the empire
 B. Acknowledging that skilled craftsmen built complicated structures
 C. Collecting evidence that many women worked only in the home
 D. Understanding the social hierarchy that existed at the time

 8. What does determining historical significance mean an historian can do?
 A. Explain all the important events that have taken place in history
 B. Make judgements about what is more important and what is less important
 C. Decide what is important and what is not
 D. Argue that one event is more significant than another

 9. When do historical debates occur?
 A. Many sources of evidence are available about the same event.
 B. Some sources of evidence contradict other sources.
 C. Evidence is missing about an event an historian is investigating.
 D. All of the above
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 10. Why is gaining confidence and expertise with history skills important?
 A. Learning about our past can help us to predict what may happen in the future.
 B. Critical thinking and effective communication skills are important to employers.
 C. Knowledge of our own history is important to our everyday lives.
 D. All of the above

Short answer questions

 1. Explain what a historian is doing when identifying continuity and change.

 2. Outline the difference between short-term causes and effects and long-term causes and effects.

 3. Think of something that happens in our own time that some people believe is wrong. An example could 
be the way some countries are wealthy while in others children die of starvation and preventable diseases. 
Do you think that at some time in the future people might consider ours to have been an unjust age? Give 
reasons for your answer.
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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

Below is a full list of rich resources available online for this topic. These resources are designed to bring ideas to life, 
to promote deep and lasting learning and to support the different learning needs of each individual.

13.1 Overview

eWorkbook
 • Customisable worksheets for this topic
Video eLesson
 • Investigating the past (eles-1057)

13.7 Review

eWorkbook
 • Customisable worksheets for this topic
 • Crossword (doc-32115)
Interactivity
 • Historical skills and concepts crossword (int-7690)

To access these online resources, log on to www.jacplus.com.au
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