
3 Rights, freedoms and 
 participating in a democracy
3.1  Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in the topic.

3.1.1 Introduction
What is a right and how are rights protected in Australia? When we speak of 
rights and freedoms, we are usually referring to the way individuals are treated in 
a particular organisation or community. These can include the rights that students 
have within a school, or the rights that employees have within a workplace. Most 
importantly, it includes the rights we have as citizens of Australia.

In Australia we are said to be governed by the ‘rule of law’. This means that no 
person is above the law, no matter how rich or important they are. Our rights and 
freedoms are protected by some provisions in our Constitution, as well as by laws 
that govern our behaviour. We expect our elected representatives in Parliament to 
reflect our values and to represent us honestly, and we have the right to present our 
views to those representatives.

Resources

eWorkbook  Customisable worksheets for this topic (ewbk-5406)

Video eLesson Rights and freedoms (eles-2260)

FIGURE 1  In Australia, freedom to protest is one of our natural democratic rights.

Does everyone have the same rights and freedoms? Why not?

right    an entitlement to be treated 
in a particular way. A legal right 
is a right that can be enforced by 
law.

constitution    a set of rules that 
determines the structure of 
government and its law-making 
powers

laws    the system of rules that 
Australia recognises as regulating 
the actions of its citizens, which it 
may enforce by the imposition of 
penalties and sanctions
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3.2  Protecting our rights and freedoms

3.2.1 What laws protect us?
Under the rule of law, the protection of our rights and freedoms comes from a number of sources. The Australian 
Constitution includes provisions that protect some of our basic rights. In addition, state and federal governments 
have passed laws aimed at protecting many of our rights as citizens.

3.2.2 Rights contained in the Constitution
The Australian Constitution contains a number of sections that ensure that Australia must be ruled as a 
democracy. It also includes five specific rights. Because these five rights are written in the Constitution, they 
cannot be changed or taken away without a referendum.

Protecting democracy
The Constitution ensures that Australia must be governed as a democracy in the following ways:

 • Representatives to both houses of parliament are elected by a direct vote of the people.
 • Each person has only one vote for each house of parliament, so all voters 

are equal.
 • Parliament is limited to a three-year term, so all the members have to face the 

voters on a regular basis to be judged on their performance.
 • All laws passed by the parliament have to be agreed to by a majority of 

members, so they represent the wishes of the majority of voters.
 • There is a division of powers between the federal and state governments, so 

power is spread between these two levels of government.
 • The courts are independent of government, so they can enforce the law fairly 

and equally to all.

LEARNING INTENTION 

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to define key terms such as ‘referendum’, ‘democracy’ and ‘rights’, 
and understand the role of the Constitution and governments in protecting our rights freedoms.

FIGURE 2  A direct vote of the people is required to elect 
members of parliament.

FIGURE 1  Our rights and freedoms unite 
us as Australians.

democracy    a form of 
government in which the people 
determine how they will be 
governed

referendum    a process of 
allowing the people to vote 
on an important issue, such 
as a proposed change to the 
Constitution
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Five express rights
Our Constitution contains a small number of rights. Because they are clearly expressed in the wording of the 
Constitution, they are known as ‘express rights’. The five express rights are as follows:
 1. Freedom of religion. Under section 116 of the Constitution, the government cannot force anyone to follow 

any one religion, nor can it prevent anyone from freely practising his or her own religion.

 2. Trial by jury. Under section 80 of the Constitution, anyone accused of a serious 
crime under Commonwealth law must be tried in court by a jury. This right 
only applies to Commonwealth law, so it is a very limited right. Most criminal 
law is decided by state governments, and criminal trials take place in state 
courts. Trial by jury in these state courts is not protected by the Constitution, 
but is covered by state laws.

FIGURE 3  Freedom of religion is guaranteed by our Constitution. Out of 22 major world religions, 18 are practised in 
Australia.

FIGURE 4  Trial by jury is guaranteed by our Constitution for anyone charged with a serious offence under 
Commonwealth law.

jury    in a criminal trial, a randomly 
selected group of people who 
decide the guilt or innocence of 
an accused person
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 3. Compensation for acquired property. Sometimes the Commonwealth Government may need to take over 
property from individuals or organisations. They may do this, for example, when they are building new 
freeways or railways. Under section 51(xxxi) of the Constitution, if the government does this, it must be 
on ‘just terms’. This means that the person who owns the property must get a fair price for that property.

 4. Residential non-discrimination. Under section 117 of the Constitution, no state government can treat 
someone differently, or discriminate against a person, just because he or she is a resident of a different state.

 5. Interstate trade and commerce. Under section 92 of the Constitution, all trade between the states must be 
completely free. This means that no government, or any other person or business, can do anything that 
interferes with the free operation of commerce across state borders.

FIGURE 5  If the government needs to take over property, the owner is entitled to a fair price under our Constitution.

FIGURE 6  Under our Constitution, all trade across state borders must be free from interference.
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3.2.3 Rights protected by legislation
Federal, state and territory parliaments have all passed legislation designed to protect the rights and freedoms 
of all members of the community. For example, they have all passed laws designed to make it illegal to 
discriminate against any person based on certain personal characteristics. This means that you cannot treat 
someone differently or unfairly because they happen to be different from yourself or from the majority of 
society. Under these laws, it is illegal to discriminate against anyone on the basis of:

FIGURE 7  Employers interviewing job applicants must treat them all equally.

legislation    a law made by 
Parliament

 • gender or gender identity
 • sexual orientation
 • pregnancy
 • breastfeeding
 • marital status
 • status as a carer
 • age
 • race
 • skin colour

 • nationality
 • ethnicity
 • parental status (including childlessness)
 • physical features (Victoria only)
 • religious belief or activity
 • physical impairment
 • mental illness or disability
 • a personal association with anyone having any of 

the above characteristics.

This means that an employer cannot refuse to employ someone because of any of the above characteristics. 
It also means that a business owner cannot use any of the above as a reason to refuse to do business with 
a person. For example, the owner of a restaurant cannot refuse entry to a person 
based on any of the above characteristics. These laws are designed to ensure that all 
members of Australian society are treated fairly and equally.

Resources

Video eLessons The Australian Constitution (eles-2076)

What is Parliament? (eles-2077)

Weblink Australian Human Rights Commission
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3.2 ACTIVITY

Use internet resources to identify three laws, passed by either a state parliament or the Commonwealth 
Parliament, designed to make it illegal to discriminate against any person based on his or her personal 
characteristics.  HASS skills: Analysing, Evaluating

3.2 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What is the meaning of the term ‘democracy’?
 2. In what way is freedom of religion protected in Australia?
 3. In what circumstances does the Constitution guarantee a jury trial to an accused person?
 4. Choose two democratic rights and explain what they are.
 5. Identify and explain five ways in which the Australian Constitution protects our rights. 

Apply your understanding

 6. What safeguards does the Constitution provide for anyone who has his or her property taken by the 
Commonwealth Government?

 7. Some members of the community have called for a ban on the burqa, the full body covering worn by some 
Muslim women. Why would such a ban probably be unlawful in Australia?

 8. A woman qualified as a doctor in Perth and moved to Queensland to live. The Queensland medical 
authorities attempted to prevent her from practising as a doctor, because she did not gain her qualifications 
there. Explain why such action would be unlawful.

 9. When we refer to free trade between the states, what does this mean in terms of the powers of the federal 
and state parliaments?

 10. Examine each of the following cases and determine whether or not there has been a case of discrimination. 
Explain your reasons. 

 a. A woman was unsuccessful in gaining a job because she was pregnant.
 b. A real estate agent refused to rent an apartment to an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander family.
 c. A man failed to get a job as a bus driver because he had no driver’s license.
 d. A taxi driver with a sign on his cab saying ‘No dogs’ refused to pick up a blind person with a guide dog.
 e. A carpenter advertised for an apprentice to work with him and specified that only males should apply.
 f. A menswear store advertised for a model for its advertising catalogue and specified that only males 

should apply.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 4, 5

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 6, 10

LEVEL 3
Questions 
7, 8, 9
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3.3  Freedom of speech and other democratic 
freedoms

3.3.1 The importance of freedom of speech
One of the key freedoms enjoyed by Australians 
is freedom of speech. In most cases, we have 
the freedom to express our opinions publicly. 
However, there are some legal limits on 
freedom of speech. This is because our right of 
free speech must be balanced against the rights 
of other people who may be harmed by what 
we say.

For us to be able to exercise our democratic 
rights in a free society, we must have the 
right to express our opinions without risk of 
punishment. In many countries around the 
world, and throughout history, this right has 
not always existed. In some medieval societies, 
anyone who publicly criticised the king or the 
church could be executed. Even today, there 
are many countries where freedom of speech 
is very limited or non-existent, and people 
are punished for publicly expressing their 
opinions. These include:

 • Iran, a country in the Middle East, is 
ruled under Islamic religious law. This 
means that all citizens are expected to 
observe religious practices as prescribed 
by the government. Failure to do so can 
be punished by the authorities, with the 
possibility of imprisonment, and even 
execution, for failing to adhere to strict 
religious laws.

 • In North Korea, it is illegal to say or do 
anything that criticises the government 
or is seen to insult the country’s leader, 
Kim Jong-un. It was recently reported 
that a man was thrown into prison for wiping up a spilt drink with a sheet 
of newspaper. Someone noticed that the newspaper featured a photo of Kim 
Jong-un and reported the man, who was imprisoned for insulting the leader.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the importance of various democratic freedoms, and the 
ways in which they are limited.

FIGURE 1  Australians highly value the right of free speech.

FIGURE 2  Kim Jong-Un is revered as the leader of North 
Korea, and any criticism of him or his government within that 
country is punishable by a long prison sentence or even death.

democratic    supporting 
democracy, or the system of 
government where supreme 
power is vested in the people 
and exercised directly by them or 
by their elected representatives 
under a free electoral system
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3.3.2 Limits on our freedom of speech
Our right to freedom of speech in 
Australia is said to be limited by the 
‘bounds of law’. The word ‘bounds’ 
is an old-fashioned form of the word 
‘boundaries’. We understand boundaries 
to be limits on what we may do in any 
set of circumstances. The limits or 
boundaries on our freedom of speech 
are imposed by laws that prohibit 
(among other things) hate speech, 
bullying, defamation and obscenity.

Hate speech
Australia’s laws against racial 
discrimination place a limit on our right 
of free speech. It is illegal in Australia 
to publicly use language that is likely 
to offend, insult, humiliate or intimidate 
anyone because of that person’s race, 
colour or national or ethnic origin. Very 
few people have actually been brought 
to court under this law, but it sends a 
strong message to the community about 
using racially abusive language. In 
February 2019, AFL footballer Eddie 
Betts was subjected to anonymous 
racial abuse on social media. His 
club, the Adelaide Crows, vowed to 
track down the person who posted the 
abuse and to ‘name and shame’ them. 
Unfortunately, social media has become 
a favourite avenue for many people to 
attempt to abuse others anonymously.

Bullying and harassment
In recent years, state governments have acted to protect people from bullying, particularly in the workplace. 
In February 2010, four men and the company they worked for were fined a total of $335 000 for bullying a 
young waitress who later committed suicide. The waitress, Brodie Panlock, took her own life after months 
of bullying at the café where she worked. Much of the bullying involved name-calling and using offensive 
language towards Ms Panlock, who was 19 years old. Following this case, the Victorian state government 
brought in a new law against workplace bullying, allowing for prison sentences of up to 10 years for anyone 

DISCUSS

After watching the Je suis Charlie video eLesson in the Resources tab, discuss as a class the meaning of the 
term ‘Je suis Charlie’, the phrase used by people showing support for free speech after the terrorist attack on the 
satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo in Paris in early 2015. Discuss whether you think there should be limits on free 
speech. What are the pros and cons of placing limits on free speech?  
 General capability: Ethical understanding

FIGURE 3  AFL footballer Eddie Betts was subjected to racist abuse 
on social media in early 2019.
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found guilty of this offence. In recent years, sexual harassment in 
the workplace has become a significant issue, with a 2018 survey 
by the Australian Human Rights Commission reporting that in 
the previous 12 months, 23 per cent of women and 16 per cent of 
men had experienced sexual harassment at work.

Defamation
Defamation occurs when one person writes or says something 
likely to damage the reputation of another person. Any 
communicated material that harms the reputation of another 
person is said to be ‘defamatory’. If you believe someone has 
defamed you, you can take legal action (that is, you can sue that 
person). For your legal action to be successful, you have to prove 
the following:

 • The defamatory material was published or communicated 
to someone other than yourself. It is not defamatory if the 
person communicates it only to you, and no-one else sees 
or hears it. It would be defamatory, though, if someone 
published it on his or her Facebook page, or anywhere likely 
to be read by other people.

 • It has to be clear that it is you as an individual the person 
is referring to. If someone said that members of your sports 
team were cheats, you could not sue them unless they clearly 
identified you in person.

 • There has to be some clear damage 
to your reputation. If the material 
is likely to prevent you getting a 
particular job, or in some other way 
can be seen to disadvantage you, 
you may have a good legal case.

 • The material must be untrue. If 
someone communicates material 
about you that can be proven to be 
true, then that person has a strong 
defence if you try to take legal 
action for defamation. In this case, 
a court may rule that no defamation 
has occurred.

The law relating to defamation puts 
a limit on free speech but it also 
protects innocent people from having 
their reputations ruined publicly. It 
demonstrates that any right to freedom 
of speech imposes an obligation on all 
of us to use that right responsibly.

Obscenity
Freedom of speech is also limited by the need for all written and spoken material to conform to reasonable 
community standards. Laws against obscenity are designed to protect these standards. Obscenity laws vary by 
state and territory, but generally cover cases such as the following:

 • Offensive language. If you are caught swearing loudly in public, you can be charged with using offensive 
language in a public place.

FIGURE 5  Spreading rumours likely to damage another person’s 
reputation could be defamatory.

FIGURE 4  The suicide of 19-year-old 
Brodie Panlock led to a change in the law 
in Victoria regarding workplace bullying.

Source: AAP Image/Channel Seven News 
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 • Sexually explicit or violent material. A number of laws govern the publication or display of such material. 
In some cases, film and television classification authorities may place restrictions on violent or sexually 
explicit material by giving it an ‘R 18+’ classification. Some other material (such as child pornography) 
is banned completely, and people can be prosecuted and imprisoned for possessing it. Recently there has 
been a lot of publicity relating to the practice of ‘sexting’ by teenagers. This is seen as child pornography 
and has serious consequences for anyone caught participating in the practice.

Despite these limits, freedom of speech plays a significant role in Australia’s democracy. Our right of free 
speech allows the open exchange of political ideas and policies. This means that when we vote to elect 
representatives to parliament, we should be fully informed about the promises and policies of all candidates. 
No-one can restrict the rights of political parties and their candidates from getting their message out to voters.

3.3.3 The benefits of living in a democracy
In addition to freedom of speech, there are a number of other freedoms we associate 
with living in a democracy. These include freedom of association, freedom of 
assembly, freedom of movement and freedom of conscience. All of these freedoms 
have been included in international treaties that have been agreed to by Australian 
governments. Any attempt to limit these would be seen as an infringement (a 
violation or restriction) of our democratic rights.

FIGURE 6  Sending obscene images on a mobile phone is illegal and can lead to the person responsible being 
charged with an offence.

treaty    a formal agreement 
between two or more countries
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Freedom of association
It is generally accepted in Australia that we have the right to have anyone we wish as a friend. It is also 
accepted that we can socialise with any individual or group of people we choose. This is freedom of 
association at its simplest level, but our right to freedom of association goes further than this. Fundamental 
to freedom of association is the right to join any group, club or organisation we wish. This means that we 
have the right to join any political party, religious group, sporting club or trade union. While we take this 
right for granted, it has not always been protected. At different times, in different countries, it has been 
severely limited.

 • Much of our legal and 
constitutional system comes 
from Britain. Trade unions 
were banned in Britain in 
1799 under laws known 
as the Combination Acts. 
Although these laws were 
repealed in 1825, there were 
still strict limitations on what 
unions were allowed to do. 
In 1834, a group of six men 
from the village of Tolpuddle 
in southern England 
formed an association to 
campaign for better wages 
for farm workers. They were 
prosecuted, found guilty 
and sentenced to seven 
years’ transportation to the 
colony of New South Wales. 
They became known as the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, and were 
regarded by many as heroes for standing up for the right to freedom of association. Following public 
protests, they were released in 1836 and allowed to return to England.

 • In 1951, the Menzies government in Australia tried to ban the Communist Party by holding a referendum 
to change the Australian Constitution. Because the Communist Party believed in the overthrow of existing 
society, many people viewed it as a dangerous organisation. The Communist Party had only a relatively 
small number of supporters and members, and most Australians were strongly opposed to communism. 
Nevertheless, the referendum failed and the Communist Party remained a legal organisation. It appears 
that most Australians were not prepared to sacrifice the right to freedom of association – not even to ban 
an organisation they did not support.

Freedom of association is an important part of our democracy. Having the right to 
elect representatives to make laws on our behalf works most fairly when we have 
a number of alternative candidates from which to choose. Freedom of association 
allows anyone to form a political party (or any other organisation) to campaign for 
new laws or changes to existing laws. Anyone can join such groups and, if they gain 
enough support, their ideas and proposals can eventually become law. Australian 
democracy is stronger because we have many different groups and ideas to choose 
from when we vote.

FIGURE 7  Between 50 000 and 60 000 people gathered outside London to 
protest at the transportation of the Tolpuddle Martyrs in 1834.

trade union    an organisation 
of employees formed for 
mutual support, and to seek 
improvements in pay and working 
conditions for its members

transportation    the process 
of sending convicts to a penal 
colony
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Freedom of assembly
Related to freedom of association is freedom of assembly. This gives individuals and groups the right to 
assemble (or come together) for a meeting, or the right to assemble in public to protest against actions 
by a government or other organisation. Freedom of assembly can be limited, depending on the type of 
assembly and its location. In Australia, there is no specific law that protects freedom of assembly. It is 
included in international treaties that have been agreed to by Australian governments, and is therefore 
regarded as one of our natural democratic rights. State governments are usually responsible for dealing 
with public order, and so will make laws that deal with public protests. In this way, freedom of assembly 
is subject to the bounds of law.

While there are generally no restrictions on any group holding a meeting in a hall or similar space, assembling 
in a public space may limit the access of others to that space. For example, a protest march along a busy 
main road may cause severe traffic problems. It is for these reasons that some state governments have placed 
restrictions on freedom of assembly. Most people would accept that, for any assembly or protest to be legal, 
it should be peaceful and not threaten bystanders. In most cases, the organisers of public protests in Australia 
make sure their activities are well publicised in advance, so they can attract the largest number of supporters 
to their actions. This means that the authorities can plan to ensure minimum disruption to people going about 
their normal business.

Freedom of assembly, including the right to public protest, provides many groups with a means of having their 
views heard by the broader public. If these views then gain support among large numbers of people, they can 
influence a government to change laws or make new laws to deal with the issue under protest. (See subtopic 3.4 
for further discussion of this issue.)

FIGURE 8  Freedom of assembly includes the right to public protest.
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   FIGURE  9       Freedom of movement includes the right 
of Australians to leave the country and return at any 
time. 

 Freedom of movement  
 As with other rights, freedom of movement is limited 
by the bounds of law. We have the freedom to move 
freely within most public spaces in the community, 
but obviously we do not have the right to trespass on 
someone else’s private property. The right to freedom of 
movement allows us to move freely between different 
towns and cities, and to move between the states of 
Australia without restriction – a right reinforced by the 
constitutional right of free trade and commerce between 
the states. Freedom of movement also gives us the right 
to leave Australia for work or a holiday, and to return at 
any time. 

 Freedom of movement is sometimes restricted as a 
means of protecting the public. Before trial, a person 
accused of a crime may be prevented from leaving the 
state or country. After fl oods or bushfi res, people may 
be lawfully prevented from entering an area declared a 
natural disaster area. When parents are in dispute over 
the custody of children during a divorce, courts may 
restrict the movement of those children to ensure they 
have regular access to both parents. 

 Any general attempt to restrict people’s right of movement could limit their rights to participate in Australian 
democracy. If we wish to attend a meeting or public lecture to fi nd out more about a political issue, we 
should be free to do so. Similarly, we must be able to get to a polling place to vote in an election. Freedom of 
movement therefore enables us to exercise our democratic rights. 

   FIGURE  1  0     Freedom of conscience gives us the right to think and believe differently from those around us. 
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Freedom of conscience
Freedom of conscience means that we have the right to hold opinions and to express those opinions freely. It 
applies to religious views, political views, scientific ideas or any other beliefs or ideas we may have. It means 
we can hold our own beliefs and not be forced to accept the beliefs of others.

As we know from the discussion in subtopic 3.2, freedom 
of religion is protected by the Australian Constitution, but 
the broader concept of freedom of conscience is included in 
international treaties agreed to by Australian governments. 
Freedom of conscience has not always been guaranteed, and 
is still not guaranteed in some countries. 

 • In some Muslim countries (including Saudi Arabia 
and Iran), anyone who converts from Islam to another 
religion (such as Christianity) is guilty of a crime. The 
person will usually be imprisoned and may be subject 
to the death penalty.

 • In Indonesia in August 2018, a Buddhist woman 
complained about the volume of the Islamic call to 
prayer, broadcast over loudspeakers near her home. She 
was charged and convicted of blasphemy, with the court 
finding that her complaint was ‘an insult to Islam’ and 
sentencing her to 18 months in prison. This is in spite 
of Indonesia being a country in which six different 
religions, including Buddhism, are officially recognised 
as being equal before the law.

In Australia, expressing one’s own conscientious beliefs is 
subject to the same bounds of law that apply to freedom of 
speech generally. Freedom of conscience is important in a 
democracy because we need to have choices when we vote. 
The free exchange of political ideas can help us to decide 
who we want to represent us in parliament and make laws 
on our behalf. We will usually vote for people whose beliefs 
and values are as close as possible to our own because they 
are more likely to make laws we agree with.

DISCUSS

‘There are a number of freedoms we associate with living in a democracy such as Australia.’ What does the 
concept of freedom mean to you? Discuss how our freedoms are protected in Australia and if there are any 
limitations on these freedoms.  General capability: Ethical understanding 

FIGURE 11  Galileo Galilei was imprisoned 
by the Catholic Church because he published 
scientific findings that were different from 
accepted beliefs.

Resources

Video eLessons Je suis Charlie (eles-2430)
Dangerous ideas (eles-2427)
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3.3 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What is meant by the term ‘bounds of law’?
 2. Outline the purpose of laws against obscenity.
 3. In what ways do laws against racial discrimination put limits on our right of free speech?
 4. What are the four elements you would have to prove to be able to successfully to take legal action against 

someone for defamation?
 5. Explain why freedom of speech is important in supporting democracy in Australia.
 6. Who were the Tolpuddle Martyrs?
 7. Why did the Menzies government try to ban the Communist Party in 1951?
 8. List two examples of freedom of conscience.

Apply your understanding

 9. What are the likely consequences of each of the following actions?
 a. A group of employees in a factory engages in name-calling and using insulting language towards a 

workmate, who becomes afraid to go to work as a result.
 b. A passenger on a bus begins harassing a family of African migrants, using racist language and telling them 

to ‘go back where they came from’.
 c. A 14-year-old girl sends a topless photograph of herself to her boyfriend’s phone. The boy keeps the 

photograph on his phone and, when they break up, he resends it to all his friends with nasty comments 
about the girl.

 10. Why are the freedoms of association, assembly, movement and conscience important in maintaining 
Australia as a democratic society?

 11. In October 2013, the Queensland government brought in new laws directed at members of motorcycle 
clubs, particularly those labelled as members of ‘criminal motorcycle gangs’. The laws prohibit any 
gathering of those members in groups of three or more. They also ban such members from going to certain 
declared locations, promoting their organisation or recruiting new members.

 a. Identify two rights or freedoms that may have been breached by these laws.
 b. The Queensland government has claimed that the laws are designed to protect innocent people from violent 

bikie gangs. Explain whether or not you agree with this argument, and give reasons for your response.
 c. The government that brought in these laws was democratically elected by a huge majority of the voters. Do 

you believe this gives the government the right to make any laws it wishes, or should there be some limits on 
the power of governments to restrict basic rights and freedoms? Give reasons for your answer.

 12. Outline one way in which freedom of assembly might be restricted by the bounds of law.
 13. Describe two circumstances when it might be reasonable to restrict a person’s freedom of movement.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

3.3 ACTIVITY

A number of states are considering changing the laws dealing with sexting. Using internet resources, find out the 
following:
 a. Which states have changed the law or are considering changes?
 b. What changes to the law are being considered?  HASS skills: Analysing, Questioning and researching 

  Civics and Citizenship concept: Justice

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 6, 8, 9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
11, 12, 13

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 4, 5, 7, 10
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3.4  Dissent in a democracy and taking direct action

3.4.1 The right to disagree
Not everyone will agree with actions taken by our governments. In a democracy – where we all have freedom of 
conscience, freedom of speech, freedom of association and freedom of assembly – we have the right to express 
that disagreement. When a person (or group of people) expresses that disagreement publicly, it is known as 
dissent. In a democratic country like Australia, the right to dissent is one of our basic rights.

3.4.2 Expressing dissent
Expressing dissent is one of the ways in which we can participate in a democratic society. While we are required 
to obey the law, we are not required to blindly follow whatever a government tells us. Every individual is free 
to undertake a range of activities in an attempt to have a particular law changed – for example, to organise and 
participate in a demonstration or public rally, or to sign a petition supporting a change in the law. (Details of 
such activities are discussed in section 3.4.4 .) Participation in a rally or protest march allows many people 
who disagree with particular government policies to express their point of view. Such protests are also aimed at 
changing those policies and convincing other undecided citizens to support their cause.

3.4.3 CASE STUDY: Protests against offshore detention
On 27 October 2018, demonstrators in Sydney and Melbourne rallied to protest against the federal government 
policy of keeping asylum seekers on Manus Island and Nauru. Since 2013, asylum seekers who attempt to come 
to Australia by boat have been placed in detention on these two islands. The aim of 
the policy has been to discourage people from risking their lives by paying people-
smugglers to transport them to Australia in unsafe boats. Prior to 2013, a number of 
asylum seekers had died at sea when boats they were travelling in sank.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to identify how citizens can take direct action to influence govern-
ment actions, and evaluate the effectiveness of demonstrations and defiance of the law.

FIGURE 1  Sydney protesters rally to support refugees being detained by the 
Australian government.

petition    a formal request for 
change signed by many people
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Those attending the demonstrations believed that it was cruel to keep the asylum seekers in detention for such 
a long time. They pointed to the deteriorating mental health of some of the refugees who had been detained for 
over five years. Demonstrators in Melbourne heard a phone call from one of the refugees on Manus Island who 
described his situation as one of suffering and hopelessness. The rally in Sydney was also addressed by singer 
Jimmy Barnes, who described the government policy of offshore detention as ‘criminal’ and ‘disgusting’.

3.4.4 Taking direct action
Most of the time, people are prepared to participate in Australia’s democracy by exercising their right to vote at state, 
federal and local government elections. Circumstances arise at other times when many feel that an issue requires 
immediate action, or they believe that the government is making the wrong decisions. In these circumstances, people 
will often take direct action to influence government actions. Direct action usually consists of some form of public 
demonstration, and can sometimes involve citizens deliberately breaking the law to bring their views to public 
attention.

Demonstrations
A demonstration is a public protest in which people take to the streets to protest against the actions of the 
government, or to raise awareness of an issue of concern. The success of a demonstration depends on how 
many people participate. It also depends on how well they can capture public support. Most demonstrations 
involve marching through the city streets or protesting outside a significant public location.

FIGURE 2  People protesting along the streets of Perth asking for climate change action. A demonstration is a way 
different groups can make their views known to government and the general public.
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Over the years, many causes have resulted in different types of demonstration. Not all involved street marches.
 • In the late 1960s, demonstrations against Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War were relatively 

small, often with only a few hundred protesters. They were largely dismissed by the government as the 
views of a small minority. As more people became aware of the issues, the size of the demonstrations 
grew, culminating in protest marches in all major cities and towns across Australia in May 1970. More 
than 200 000 demonstrators marched in Melbourne (this was the largest event), Sydney, Brisbane, 
Adelaide, Perth, Hobart and many rural towns across Australia. Within 18 months, Australian troops had 
been withdrawn from Vietnam. Go to the Melbourne moratorium march weblink in the Resources tab 
for more information on the protests against the Vietnam War.

 • On 23 October 2018, more than 150 000 unionists and their supporters rallied in Melbourne in support 
of the ACTU ‘Change the Rules’ campaign. The campaign is aimed at improving pay and conditions for 
workers, specifically:
 • a fair minimum wage
 • the protection of penalty rates
 • pay rises that reflect the cost of 

living
 • equal pay for equal work
 • better job security.

Several streets in the centre of 
the city were closed to traffic, 
and trams were diverted from 
Swanston Street as protesters 
marched from the Trades Hall 
in Lygon Street, Carlton to 
Flinders Street Station. The 
ACTU vowed to continue to 
organise rallies and to make 
workers’ pay and conditions 
an issue in the 2019 federal 
election.

FIGURE 3  In May 1970, marchers outside the Melbourne 
Town Hall protested against Australia’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War.

FIGURE 4  Vietnam War Moratorium march in Fremantle, 21 May 
1970.

FIGURE 5  Unionists and supporters rallying to demand a change in 
the rules for determining wages and conditions for workers in Perth.
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Defiance of the law
Another very public way of campaigning on an issue is to deliberately break the law. This is sometimes 
done when a group of people believe that a particular law is bad or unfair. They argue that if enough people 
deliberately break the law, it will convince the government to change or repeal that law. On other occasions, 
protesters deliberately break the law because they realise that their arrest and trial will help publicise an issue.

 • In the late 1960s, one of the main grievances arising from Australia’s participation in the Vietnam War 
was the use of conscription to increase the number of soldiers that could be sent to fight in that war. 
Many of those conscripted chose to defy the law by burning their conscription documents and refusing 
to join the army. The court cases and imprisonment of many of these young men helped to turn public 
opinion against the war.

 • In 1982, as protests grew against the proposed Franklin Dam on the Franklin River in Tasmania, the 
Tasmanian government passed laws making much of the area around the construction site private 
property. It also began to prosecute anyone caught trespassing there. 
Protesters attempted to set up a blockade to prevent earth-moving equipment 
from being used on the dam site. More than 1400 people were arrested for 
trespassing, with more than 500 imprisoned. In 1983, the newly elected 
federal government passed laws prohibiting the construction of the dam. Go 
to the Franklin River blockade weblinks in the Resources tab to find out 
more information on this issue.

FIGURE 6  Many of those conscripted to fight in the Vietnam War burned their conscription documents and refused to 
report to the army.

repeal    to remove a law so that it 
no longer applies

conscription    a process by which 
people are required to join the 
armed forces, even if they do not 
wish to do so
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3.4.5 The effectiveness of direct action
Demonstrations can be effective if they attract media 
attention. This highlights the issue and can influence 
members of parliament, particularly if the cause gains 
public support. When thousands of people rallied 
at Cottesloe Beach in Perth in 2014, many different 
conservationists and community members joined to protest 
against Western Australia’s catch-and-kill shark policy. 
However, if demonstrations become violent they may be 
less effective because they are less likely to win community 
support. In 2017 protests against the government’s decision 
to complete stage 8 of the Roe Highway in Perth became 
violent and unlawful. Protesters locked onto trees and 
machinery in an attempt to stop the decision to clear land, 
much of which was Beeliar Wetlands. The WA government 
of Colin Barnett subsequently lost the election eight weeks later.

Disobeying the law can be effective if it raises media awareness of the issue. It can be particularly useful if it 
can show that the law is out of date or unfair, and needs to be changed. Breaking the law to highlight a cause, 
however, can lead to prosecution and may result only in turning public opinion against that cause.

FIGURE 7  Protesters set up a blockade in 1982 to prevent earth-moving equipment being brought onto 
the Franklin River dam site in Tasmania.

Resources

Weblinks Melbourne moratorium march 
Franklin River blockade 1

Franklin River blockade 2

FIGURE 8  6000 people protested against shark 
culling in Western Australia in February 2014.
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3.4 ACTIVITIES

 1. Using internet resources, identify who has been involved in expressing dissent towards the following govern-
ment actions and the methods they have used to present their views.

 a. The development of the Adani mine in Queensland
 b. The detention of asylum seekers on Nauru and Manus Island
 c. Laws preventing same-sex marriage Civics and Citizenship concept: Justice
 2. Why were so many people in Australia opposed to this country’s involvement in the Vietnam War in the 1960s 

and early 1970s? Use internet resources to research the main reasons for this opposition.  
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching

3.4 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why is it reasonable for groups and individuals to express dissent towards government policies and actions?
 2. Give two examples of limits or bounds of law, and explain how they could reasonably be placed on dissent 

in Australian society.
 3. What do we mean by ‘direct action’ as a form of political activity?
 4. Why did some young men opposed to conscription during the Vietnam War break the law? How did they do 

this?
 5. How did the Franklin River protesters defy the law during that campaign?

Apply your understanding

 6. Is dissent directed towards government policies or actions a positive or negative influence on Australian 
democracy? Give reasons for your answer.

 7. In both the anti-conscription campaign during the Vietnam War and the Franklin blockade, people broke the 
law to achieve their aims. Their campaigns were ultimately successful. Is it appropriate for people to break 
the law to achieve the changes they want? Give reasons for your answer.

 8. Can you think of occasions when it would definitely not be appropriate to break the law?
 9. School students in many parts of the world have taken time off school to protest against government 

inaction on climate change. Should such action take place in school hours or at weekends or after school? 
Justify your answer.

 10.  The WA Liberal government of Colin Barnett lost the 2017 state election amid protests against the 
construction of stage 8 of Roe Highway. As the government was replaced through a democratic election, 
were violent protests justified? Explain your answer.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
3, 4, 8

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 2, 5, 9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
6, 7, 10
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3.5  Taking part in the democratic process

3.5.1 How to have your say
What makes Australia a democracy? Most people would probably say that the right to vote for our government 
is the answer to that question. While voting in elections is important, it is certainly not the only way of 
participating in the democratic process. There are many other ways in which we can have our voices heard and 
influence the future of our country.

One of our key rights as Australian citizens is the right to actively take part in democratic processes. We can 
do this in a number of ways. First, there is our right to vote – a right that can be exercised by all Australian 
citizens over the age of 18. Then there is our right to freedom of speech, which allows us to express our 
opinions through a variety of methods. We can write letters to the newspapers, we can phone in to talkback 
radio, and we can publicise our views on social media using Facebook or Twitter, or even create our own 
website or blog. In addition, there are opinion polling companies that conduct surveys of ordinary people on all 
sorts of issues. They then publish the results of these surveys.

3.5.2 The electoral system
Our system of government is a democracy. 
This means it is based on the idea that we elect 
representatives to make laws for us. Because 
we vote for them, these representatives are 
expected to make laws that we agree with. 
If they do not do that, then we can vote for 
different representatives at the next election. 
Those with the right to vote have the 
opportunity to elect representatives to:

 • the Commonwealth Parliament in 
Canberra

 • the state or territory parliament sitting in 
each capital city

 • local councils in the city, town or shire in 
which the electors live.

Voting is compulsory in Australia, and all 
Australian citizens aged 18 years or over are 
legally required to enrol to vote. You can enrol any time after your sixteenth birthday, either online or by filling in 
a paper form. Go to the Voting enrolment form weblink in the Resources tab to view the paperwork you need to 
complete to register to vote.

Electing a Commonwealth Parliament
The Australian parliament is bicameral, which means it consists of two ‘houses’ – the House of Representatives 
(the lower house) and the Senate (the upper house). Elections for both houses are usually held at the same time, but 
members of the two houses are elected in a different way:

 • The House of Representatives has 151 members, each elected for three years. 
Each member represents an electorate or ‘seat’ that covers a particular 
geographic area. All electorates have roughly the same number of electors, 

FIGURE 1   Many young people have not registered to vote, so they are 
allowing others to make decisions for them.

electorate    an area of Australia 
that elects one member to 
parliament

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to identify and explain the different ways citizens can participate in 
the democratic process.
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about 90 000 each. States with larger populations, such as New South Wales and Victoria, elect the largest 
number of members. States with smaller populations, such as Tasmania and South Australia, elect much 
smaller numbers.

 • The Senate has 76 members. Each of the six states elects twelve senators regardless of size or population, 
and the Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory each elect two senators. In contrast, the members 
of the lower house are elected on the basis of population. Because there are so many representatives from 
New South Wales and Victoria, they could out-vote all the other members combined. The Senate was created 
with equal numbers from each state to act as a safeguard against this happening in the upper house.

Electing a state or territory parliament
Five of the six states also have bicameral parliaments, while Queensland, the Northern Territory and the 
Australian Capital Territory parliaments each have only one house. Each parliament has its own electoral 
system, but the basic principle remains similar to that of the Commonwealth Parliament: representatives are 
elected to reflect the wishes of the voters. If the voters do not believe that their representatives are doing a 
good job, they can vote them out at the next election.

Because Australia has a democratic form of government, the most basic way in which we participate is by 
exercising our right to vote. Recent figures have suggested that as many as 25 per cent of young people aged 
18 to 24 have not enrolled to vote. This means they are missing out on an opportunity to participate and are 
allowing other people to make decisions for them.

Northern Territory

Western Australia

Queensland

South Australia

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania 

7.89 million

47

406 700

3

521 000

5

6.27 million

38

4.97 million

30

245 800

2

2.67 million

16

1.72 million

10

Australian Capital
Territory

Population
Key

No. of seats in the House of Representatives

FIGURE 2  Population and the House of Representatives
int-7877
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3.5.3 Social media
In today’s world, it seems that millions of people are almost constantly connected. Your ability to access 
websites, emails and social media from almost anywhere through your smartphone means that you can express 
an opinion on any issue, to almost anyone, anytime, anywhere. In the same way, you can access the opinions 
of others or seek information almost continuously if you wish. Social media has allowed individuals and 
groups to participate in the democratic processes in a variety of ways. Here are some examples:

 • The activist group GetUp! has conducted online campaigns on political issues including the indefinite 
detention of refugees on Nauru and Manus Island, climate change, and the Adani coal mine in 
Queensland. GetUp! uses its website as a means by which its members and followers can express their 
opinions and call for changes in the law.

 • The online organisation Change.org allows people to create petitions and get others to sign them on its 
website.

 • On 30 November 2018, more than 15 000 school students went on strike from school in cities and towns 
all over Australia. They were protesting against what they saw as insufficient government action to 
address the issue of climate change. The impetus for the action came originally from a 15-year-old student 
in Sweden who protested outside her country’s parliament building on the same issue. News of her action 
spread through social media, and was picked up by two students from Castlemaine in Victoria. These two 
students travelled to Bendigo in V ictoria, to protest outside the office of a federal member of parliament. 
News of these protests soon spread, and a group called ‘School Strike 4 Climate Australia’ was set up 
to plan a nationwide student strike. Students made use of a website (www.schoolstrike4climate.com), 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to publicise the strike. A second, larger strike took place on 15 March 
2019, to continue to pressure politicians into taking stronger action on climate change.

 • Almost every member of parliament in Australia today has a Twitter account. Every Prime Minister since 
Kevin Rudd in 2007 has had a Twitter account, and they have all made extensive use of it to promote their 
political messages on a daily basis.

FIGURE 3  In March 2019, thousands of school children from all over Australia went on strike from school to 
demand more action on climate change.
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Members of parliament, supporters of particular 
political parties, opponents of the same political 
parties, as well as people campaigning for new laws 
can all use social media to get their message across. 
While the use of social media can be positive in the 
spread of news and information, recent events have 
suggested that the effects are not all positive. In the 
American presidential and congressional elections 
in 2016, there is evidence to suggest that social 
media, such as Facebook, was used to spread false 
information, deliberately aimed at influencing the 
way people voted. Without thorough fact-checking by 
the administrators of social media platforms, there is 
always a risk that this could happen in other countries 
and future elections. Such activity would seriously 
undermine democracy and democratic institutions.

3.5.4 Opinion polls
Opinion polls are surveys of people from all over 
Australia and all walks of life. They are conducted 
by a number of different polling companies. Most of 
these companies conduct their surveys by phoning 
people and asking them a series of questions. While 
conducting their surveys, the polling companies often 
also ask the people being surveyed their age and level 
of income in order to make sure the survey includes a 
broad range of people.

Polling companies conduct many different surveys 
in their attempts to measure people’s opinions. 
They can be hired by businesses to survey what 
potential customers think about new products. They 
can also conduct surveys to find out whether a 
particular advertising campaign has been effective 
by asking people about their awareness of certain 
advertisements shown on television.

A small but important part of their business is to conduct surveys on people’s attitudes to government policies 
and actions. To achieve this, they will survey people to find out whether they support or oppose a proposed law 
or other government action. When an election is close, they will also conduct surveys to find out who people 
intend voting for. Such opinion polls play an important role in our democratic processes.

The major polling companies often have an arrangement with the daily newspapers in Australia’s capital cities 
to provide information about the popularity of political parties and their leaders. Polling company Ipsos has 
such an arrangement with the Age in Melbourne and the Sydney Morning Herald. These newspapers publish 
poll results conducted by Ipsos. Melbourne’s Herald Sun, Sydney’s Daily Telegraph, Brisbane’s Courier-Mail, 
Adelaide’s Advertiser and Hobart’s Mercury all publish political polling carried out by Galaxy Research. The 
slightly different method used by each company means they sometimes get different results, but they can still 
be a valuable way for people to participate in the democratic process.

Effectiveness of opinion polls
Opinion poll results can tell members of parliament whether or not the decisions they have made, and the laws 
they have introduced, are acceptable to voters. Polling companies regularly survey people to find out who they 

FIGURE 4  Everyone can use social media to get his or 
her message across.

FIGURE 5  Opinion polling companies conduct surveys 
by phoning large numbers of people.
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would vote for if an election were to be held 
immediately. In the months leading up to an 
election, they carry out surveys every week. 
These will often tell both the politicians 
and the public whether the government is 
likely to be re-elected or whether a change 
of government is likely. They are also a good 
way of finding out what the average citizen 
would like a government to do in the future.

Opinion polls on people’s voting intentions 
are sometimes believed to influence the 
way people vote. One influence is called 
the’ bandwagon effect’. It suggests that if 
undecided voters see an opinion poll showing 
that a particular person or party is more 
popular, they will jump on the ‘bandwagon’ 
and decide to vote for that person or party. 
Another influence is called the ‘underdog 
effect’. This suggests that if some people see a poll showing that a particular person or party is likely to lose an 
election, they will feel sorry for this ‘underdog’ and will therefore vote for that person or party.

3.5 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What is an electorate?
 2. What is the estimated percentage of people aged between 18 and 24 who have not registered to vote?

FIGURE 6  Daily newspapers regularly publish the results of opinion 
polls.

3.5 ACTIVITIES

 1. Use the GetUp! weblink in the Resources tab to answer these questions.
 a. Describe one issue the organisation has been campaigning on recently.
 b. Identify an issue that the organisation claims to have campaigned successfully on in the past. 

 HASS skills: Questioning and researching
 2. Use internet resources to find a newspaper report of an opinion poll.
 a. Which newspaper published the report?
 b. Which polling company conducted the poll?
 c. When was the poll conducted, and how many people were surveyed?
 d. What were the results of the poll? HASS skills: Questioning and researching

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 3

LEVEL 2
Questions 
4, 5, 6

LEVEL 3
Questions 
7, 8, 9, 10

Resources

Weblinks Voting enrolment form
GetUp!
Change.org

108 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 8 for WA Second Edition

c03RightsFreedomsAndParticipatingInADemocracy.indd   108 02/09/20   4:10 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



3.6  The role of members of parliament
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that this topic may contain photos of or references to 
people who have died.

3.6.1 Members of parliament in the local community
Members of parliament sit in the parliamentary chamber, debating 
legislation and voting to pass or reject it. However, this is only 
a small part of their work. As representatives of a particular 
electorate, they have an important role in the local community 
that is represented by that electorate. In this community role,  
they can often be approached by ordinary citizens requesting 
them to take some action and work to make improvements in  
that community.

Federal parliament sits for only about 18 to 20 weeks per year, so 
many members of parliament can often spend as much as 30 weeks 
of each year in their local electorates. It is during this time that a 
member will be engaged in a variety of electorate activities.

Helping the community
Because each electorate has a similar number of voters, the electorates can vary in geographical size depending 
on how densely populated they are. This means that an inner-city electorate will be smaller in area than a rural 
electorate because the population in the country is more thinly spread. For example, the smallest Australian 
electorate in terms of geographical size is Grayndler, which is in the south-eastern suburbs of Sydney. It has 
a total area of 32 square kilometres. The largest in area is Durack, which takes up most of country Western 
Australia. It covers more than 1.6 million square kilometres. This is approximately 60 per cent of the total area of 
Western Australia, equivalent to more than 20 per cent of the total landmass of Australia. Its voters are spread out 
on cattle stations, mining towns and remote Aboriginal communities. As you can imagine, it is much harder for 
the member for Durack to maintain contact with the voters than it is for the member for Grayndler. Nevertheless, 
both members will attempt to perform similar duties in relation to their respective communities.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the role of a member of parliament (MP) and discuss how 
MPs can assist their local community and provide a direct link to the government.

 3. How do opinion polling companies carry out surveys of people’s opinions?
 4. Why do polling companies ask about age and level of income?
 5. Why do the major newspapers have close relationships with particular polling companies?

Apply your understanding

 6. What particular right do Australians have that makes this country a democracy?
 7. Why is the Senate elected in a different way from the House of Representatives?
 8. Explain one way in which social media has been used to influence political debate in Australia.
 9. Do you think the bandwagon or underdog effect is likely to be more powerful? Give reasons for your answer. 

Compare your answers with others in your class.
 10. At election time political parties engage in extensive marketing and advertising campaigns, often using the 

same methods used to advertise products to consumers. Identify and explain two possible risks in this 
approach that may undermine the main principles of democracy.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

FIGURE 1   Members of parliament often 
perform official opening ceremonies in 
their electorates.
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Every member of parliament maintains an office in his or her electorate. Members representing very large 
electorates such as Durack will probably have electorate offices in more than one town. Those in large 
electorates also spend a great deal of time travelling around the electorate. Members are regularly called on 
to visit schools, sporting clubs and various other community groups. They often have the task of making 
presentations to individuals and groups, and performing opening ceremonies for new community facilities.

Members also take up issues on behalf of their electorates as a whole. An example would be a local project, 
such as the construction of a major road or the provision of some other community facility. The local member 
will often take up the case with the relevant government minister. Local members also campaign to improve 
community facilities within their electorates, such as hospitals, community health centres, aged care services 
and childcare service . They also often provide support to local sporting clubs and other community recreational 
organisations. Most voters would wish to see their local member active supporting their community.

Ultimately, it is the voters in each electorate who judge the performance of their local members of parliament 
at every election. Members need to maintain strong links with their local communities and to publicly support 
the interests of their electorates if they want to be re-elected.

Helping individual voters
When they are in their electorates, members of parliament 
spend much of their time helping individual voters. They 
have a small staff in their electorate offices to help them do 
this. Voters may have problems dealing with Centrelink or 
some other government department. Or they may be seeking 
assistance with immigration or taxation issues, or dealing with 
problems concerning health or education matters.

The member can intervene personally in the issue and may 
write to the relevant minister or telephone a contact within 

Sydney

Perth

O’Connor

Durack

(a) (b)

FIGURE 2  The divisions of (a) Durack in Western Australia and (b) Grayndler in New South Wales

FIGURE 3  A member of parliament can 
often help individual voters.
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the government department concerned. Members of parliament are influential people and usually have lots of 
contacts, including those in community groups as well as in government departments. If a member personally 
intervenes on behalf of someone in his or her electorate, this will usually get high priority attention from the 
government department.

Providing a direct link to parliament
Voters can sometimes raise issues that have significance beyond the electorate. When several members are 
approached on a similar issue, this may become a matter for the government to investigate further. In many 
country areas, farmers have expressed concern about the possible impact of coal seam gas mining on their 
farms. They are concerned that the extraction of coal seam gas may pollute water supplies and have other 
serious effects on agricultural land. As a result of citizens raising this issue with their local members, inquiries 
have been initiated by the Commonwealth Parliament as well as state parliaments in New South Wales, 
Victoria and Queensland. Some state parliaments have introduced or updated laws to regulate the coal seam 
gas industry, including Western Australia.

Members of parliament often make themselves available to meet people from their electorate who are visiting 
Parliament House in Canberra. This often happens when groups of people contact the member’s office before 
travelling to Canberra. Members also regularly meet school groups from their electorates and will take the time 
to show them around the parliament. There is an education centre in Parliament House where visiting school 
groups can meet their federal members and learn all about the operation of parliament.

Helping with petitions to the House of Representatives
An important way in which voters can bring an issue to the attention of the parliament is to organise a petition. 
Members of parliament can provide advice on the preparation of petitions to be presented to the House of 
Representatives. Members will also make sure the petition goes through the formal processes that are necessary 
for the petition to be dealt with. The House of Representatives has a Petitions Committee to deal with all 
petitions to be presented to the lower house. The local member will ensure that the petition is passed on to the 
Petitions Committee.

How effective are petitions?
Parliament receives hundreds of petitions 
each year and not all will result in action 
from the government. Petitions alone are 
usually not enough to force a government 
to take action, but they can be successful 
in drawing parliament’s attention to an 
issue. Petitions can gain support because 
they are a peaceful means of effecting 
change. Any citizen can organise a 
petition, but petitions that gain more 
signatures are more likely to bring about 
change. Two of the most famous petitions 
presented to parliament were prepared in 
1963 by the Yolngu people of Yirrkala, 
in the Northern Territory, raising issues 
relating to their dispossession from their 
traditional lands. These petitions were 
made on pieces of bark, with traditional 
designs painted around the outside and 
typed petitions glued in the centre. These 
are now on display at Parliament House in 
Canberra (see FIGURE 4).

FIGURE 4  The famous Yirrkala petitions were presented on bark, 
with traditional paintings around the outside.
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3.6 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Roughly how many weeks per year are members of parliament likely to spend in their electorates?
 2. What is the smallest federal electorate in Australia in terms of area?
 3. Describe three ways in which members of parliament can assist people in their local community.
 4. What is a petition?
 5. Why do electorates vary so much in geographical size?

Apply your understanding

 6. How are petitions dealt with once they reach parliament?
 7. Suggest some ways that a local member of parliament might be able to help you and your family.
 8. Imagine you wanted to present a petition to parliament. Identify and explain three things that you might 

need to do if you wanted to increase the chances of that petition being successful.
 9. Members of the Commonwealth Parliament are paid more than $200 000 per year. Some people argue that, 

because they spend less than half the year in Canberra, and only four days a week in Parliament when they 
are there, they are overpaid. Is this a fair assessment of a member’s work? Give two reasons for your opinion.

 10. Technological developments mean that the opinions of ordinary people can be expressed through online 
methods such as social media. Does this make the parliamentary system of one member representing 
everyone in an electorate obsolete in today’s world? Could it be replaced with a system where everyone can 
go online to vote in favour or against proposed legislation? Identify two possible strengths and two possible 
weaknesses of such a system, when compared to our present system.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Resources

Weblinks Petitions
Change.org 

3.6 ACTIVITIES

 1. Use the Change.org weblink in the Resources tab to identify a petition on the website that you believe is 
worth supporting. Prepare a one-minute speech to convince the rest of your class to support that petition.  
 Civics and Citizenship concept: Participation 

 2. Use internet sources to learn the name of the member for Durack, how many electorate offices that member 
has and where those offices are located. HASS skills: Questioning and researching

 3. Who is your local member of federal parliament? Where is his or her office located? 
 Civics and Citizenship concept: Democracy

 4. Who is your local member of state parliament? Where is his or her office located? 
 Civics and Citizenship concept: Democracy

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
2, 4, 6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 3, 7

LEVEL 3
Questions 
5, 8, 9, 10
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3.7  Lobby and pressure groups

3.7.1 What do lobby and pressure groups do?
While individuals and community groups may approach their local member of parliament to promote a particular 
issue, there are organisations set up to carry out this activity in a more professional manner. Known as lobby 
groups and pressure groups, they operate with the aim of influencing the decisions that governments make.

3.7.2 Lobby groups
Lobbying is a process of approaching members of parliament to argue a case for change in the law. Many 
organisations seek meetings with their local member or the relevant government minister to put forward a case 
for change. In recent years, lobbying has become a professional activity. Businesses have been set up to carry 
out lobbying on behalf of various clients, who pay the lobbying business a fee.

The Commonwealth Government has established a special code of conduct for lobbyists, as well as a register 
of lobbying businesses and their clients. Approximately 250 lobbying businesses are registered, employing more 
than 550 lobbyists. Over 1800 organisations are registered as clients of these lobbyists, including businesses 
such as the major banks, and major manufacturing and mining companies; sporting bodies such as the Australian 
Football League and National Rugby League; educational organisations such as universities; and community 
organisations as diverse as the Salvation Army and the Wilderness Society. All are prepared to pay a fee to have a 
lobbyist present their views to members of parliament.

Employing the services of an expert to lobby for your cause can be effective because 
many lobbyists are former members of parliament or former government officials. 
These people know the workings of government and have personal contact with many 
serving members of parliament. The downside of using an organisation to lobby for 
your cause is that you must pay a fee for this service.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will understand what is meant by the term ‘lobby’ in a political context, and 
explain what a pressure group is and how they influence government.

FIGURE 1  The big four Australian banks are all clients of lobbying businesses.

lobbying    approaching members 
of parliament to argue a case for 
change in the law

code of conduct    a set of 
standards of behaviour that all 
participants are expected to 
follow
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3.7.3 Pressure groups
A pressure group is any group that attempts to influence public opinion on particular issues. Like lobby groups, 
pressure groups try to convince governments to make or change laws to help achieve their aims. Examples 
of pressure groups include environmental groups, as well as groups formed to campaign for improvements 
in particular community facilities. Organisations representing the interests of employers and employees also 
operate as pressure groups.

Ningaloo Reef, Western Australia

In 2011, Ningaloo Reef in Western Australia was 
added to the World Heritage list.

Ningaloo Reef was saved from a marina development 
plan, which would have brought pollution, erosion and 

destruction to this pristine area.

Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

At the G20 summit in Brisbane in 2014, Barak 
Obama called for Australians to protect this World 

Heritage listed site, which is under threat.

There are government proposals to dump dredge spoils 
into the Great Barrier Reef marine park, leading to further 
erosion of the fragile reef, which has already lost 50 per 
cent of its coral cover over the last several decades. The 
World Heritage Committee is considering whether to put 

the reef’s heritage listing on the ‘in danger’ list.

Franklin River, Tasmania

Environmentalists successfully campaigned to save 
this beautiful river from being destroyed. In late 1982, 
protests were growing against the construction of a 
dam in southwest Tasmania that would have flooded 
the Franklin River. At that time, a federal by-election 

was held for the federal electorate of Flinders in 
Victoria. Voters were encouraged to write the words 
‘No dams’ on their ballot papers, and around 42 per 

cent of voters did so.

This action taken by voters is credited with encouraging 
both major parties to promise to intervene in the Franklin 

Dam issue during the federal election that was held in 
March 1983.

FIGURE 2  Protecting Australia’s natural environment
int-5662

114 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 8 for WA Second Edition

c03RightsFreedomsAndParticipatingInADemocracy.indd   114 02/09/20   4:10 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Environmental groups
Organisations campaigning to protect the natural environment have been active in Australia since the 1960s. 
Generally, they aim to prevent the actions of business or government from damaging areas of environmental 
importance. Organisations such as the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) and the Wilderness Society 
engage in fundraising to help pay for these campaigns. The ACF began by campaigning for the protection of 
the Great Barrier Reef in the 1960s, and has run many other successful campaigns since then. The Wilderness 
Society came to national attention in 1982, when it led the campaign to save the Franklin River in southwest 
Tasmania from being flooded by a new dam. Since then it has campaigned to protect native forests in Tasmania 
and Victoria, and areas of natural beauty as widespread as the Ningaloo Reef in Western Australia and the 
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in South Australia.

Employee and employer groups
Traditionally, employee groups such as trade unions have been set up to protect the interests of workers in 
a particular industry or workplace. Examples include organisations such as the Australian Workers’ Union; 
the Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees’ Association; and the Australian Services Union. Unions often 
conduct campaigns on issues that affect their members.

In the same way, employers in many industries have set up organisations to help them when they are 
negotiating wage and conditions agreements with their employees. Examples include Master Builders Australia 
and the Australian Retailers Association.

FIGURE 3  Unions often conduct campaigns on issues that affect their members.
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Both employer organisations and unions have also set up national organisations to protect their larger interests 
and to campaign on broad issues. The Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) operates as a pressure 
group, campaigning on issues that affect all employees. The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ACCI) performs a similar function for employers.

An example of the way in which these organisations operate can be seen in the issue of penalty rates. Penalty 
rates are higher wages paid to employees who work on weekends or public holidays, or at other times outside 
traditional weekday hours. They were originally established to compensate employees for having to work at 
these more difficult times. Many people argue that, since so many businesses now operate seven days a week, 
having special rates of pay for weekends is out of date.

In early 2014, the federal government set up an inquiry to examine the operation of the laws that govern wages 
and working conditions. One of the areas to be looked at was the issue of penalty rates. The ACCI argued that 
penalty rates should be abolished because they impose an unfair cost on employers in restaurants, cafés and 
shops that operate seven days a week. The ACTU argued that penalty rates should be retained because they 
compensate people for having to work on weekends when they could be spending time with their families.

In campaigns like this, both sides 
try to influence the government in 
relation to any possible changes to 
the law. They also run advertising and 
publicity campaigns to try and influence 
the general public, knowing that 
governments will take notice of what 
the voters want. If opinion polls show 
that most voters believe that penalty 
rates are a good thing, the government 
would be reluctant to remove them. If 
opinion polls show that the majority of 
voters are opposed to penalty rates, the 
government would be more likely to 
change the law to abolish penalty rates. 
Pressure groups like the ACTU and the 
ACCI can have a strong influence on 
the final result.

In 2017, the Fair Work Commission, 
Australia’s national workplace relations tribunal, reduced penalty rates on public holidays and Sundays in 
the retail, fast food, hospitality and pharmacy industries. The ACCI said that the decision delivered important 
reductions in excessive penalty rates. It claimed that this would help retail and hospitality businesses create 
more jobs and offer more hours, particularly for young people. By contrast, the ACTU said that the decision to 
cut Sunday and public holiday pay would give almost one million Australian workers a huge pay cut.

FIGURE 6  Workers in the hospitality industry are often paid penalty 
rates for working on weekends.

FIGURE 4  Unions and employer 
organisations represent the interests 
of their members.

FIGURE 5  National union and employer 
bodies operate as pressure groups to 
further the interests of their members.

116 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 8 for WA Second Edition

c03RightsFreedomsAndParticipatingInADemocracy.indd   116 02/09/20   4:10 PM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



DISCUSS

‘Lobby groups should not be able to charge fees to present the views of others to members of parliament.’ What 
would be the different perspectives that the following groups of people would have on this issue? Discuss how 
their values and beliefs might be different or similiar.

 • A member of an environmental group campaigning to protect the Great Barrier Reef
 • A member of an employer group campaigning to reduce penalty rates
 • An undecided voter  General capability: Critical and creative thinking

Resources

Interactivity The road (int-5432)

Weblinks Environment organisation 1
Environment organisation 2
Commerce
Trade unions

3.7 ACTIVITIES

 1. Use either of the Environment organisation weblinks in the Resources tab to choose an environmental organisation 
and identify two campaigns that your chosen organisation is focusing on.  HASS skills: Questioning and researching

 2. Use internet resources to investigate the activities of Greenpeace and the Sea Shepherd organisation. What are these 
groups trying to achieve? What activities do they undertake to achieve these aims?  
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching

3.7 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What is a lobby group?
 2. List two different organisations that use lobby groups to present their views to members of parliament.
 3. What is a pressure group?
 4. What is the difference between the ACTU and the ACCI?
 5. What are penalty rates?

Apply your understanding
 6. Why do lobby groups often employ former members of parliament?
 7. Identify and explain two examples where pressure groups have been successful.
 8. Identify two arguments in favour of people being paid penalty rates and two arguments against. Which arguments do 

you think are the stronger? Are you opposed to or in favour of penalty rates? Compare your views with the rest of the 
class.

 9. Many powerful businesses and other organisations have plenty of money to employ lobbyists to influence 
government decisions, while ordinary citizens do not have this power. Outline two risks that this situation could bring 
to the principles of democracy.

 10. Which is likely to produce the best result for the majority in society – a law changed because of lobbying or a law 
changed as a result of the efforts of pressure groups? Explain reasons for your opinion.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 3, 5, 6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
2, 4, 7

LEVEL 3
Questions 
8, 9, 10
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3.8  Thinking Big research project: A bill of rights for 
Australia?
Scenario
Many countries throughout the world 
have a bill of rights or charter of rights 
to protect the human rights and freedoms 
of their citizens. Australia is one of the 
few western democracies that does not 
have such a bill or charter. Britain, the 
United States, Canada and New Zealand 
are countries that have similar democratic 
systems to us, and all have this type of 
protection. A bill of rights can be part of a 
country’s constitution, in which case it can 
be quite difficult to change; or it can be 
legislation passed by a parliament, which 
can be changed by that parliament at any 
time, provided the changes are supported 
by a majority of members of that parliament. The United States Bill of Rights became part of that country’s 
constitution in 1791. Most people say that a constitutional bill of rights would better protect the rights of 
citizens because it cannot be changed by politicians. The Australian states of Victoria and Queensland, as well 
as the Australian Capital Territory have all introduced legislated charters of rights.

Task
The government is considering creating a bill of rights for Australia, but many citizens don’t know what 
that means. Your task is to find out what a bill or charter of rights is, and how it protects people’s rights and 
freedoms. This will involve investigating bills or charters of rights in one or more overseas countries, as well 
as examining Australian state versions. You should then present your findings in an informative way to help 
people understand what a bill of rights will mean for Australia.

Follow the steps detailed in the Process section to complete this task.
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Process
 • Open the ProjectsPLUS application for this 

topic. Click the Start new project button 
to enter the project due date and set up your 
project group. Working in pairs or small groups 
will enable you to share responsibility for the 
project. Save your settings and the project will 
be launched.

 • Navigate to the Research forum, where you will 
find starter topics loaded to guide your research. 
You can add further topics to the Research forum 
if you wish. When you have completed your 
research, you can print out the Research report 
in the Research forum to easily view all the 
information you have gathered.

 • In the Media centre you will find an assessment rubric to guide your work.
 • You should research the bill or charter of rights from one of the following countries:

 • Britain
 • The United S tates
 • Canada
 • New Zealand.

 • Gather information to answer the following questions. 
 1. What is a bill of rights?
 2. What is a charter of rights?
 3. What are the main differences between a bill of rights and a charter of rights?
 4. What is one major country that has a bill or charter of rights?
 5. How did that country get a bill or charter of rights?
 6. What rights or freedoms does that bill or charter protect (for example, freedom of speech, 

freedom of association)?
 7. Can those rights be easily taken away by a government repealing them? Or are they rights 

protected by a constitution, and need a more difficult process to be changed?
 8. What can people do if they think their rights under that bill or charter have been affected by the 

actions of the government or someone else?
 9. How well does the bill or charter work? Are there any examples of occasions when someone has 

successfully taken legal action to protect his or her rights?
 10. In Australia, the state of Victoria has brought in a Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities. 

Explain what rights are protected by that charter.
 11. What actions can be taken by a person to protect his or her rights under that charter?

 • You can easily find information about bills and charters of rights in different countries through the usual 
search engines. Make use of more than one source for each area of research and list all sources at the end 
of your report.

 • Present your report using a layout and language that will be easily understood by Australians of all ages 
and backgrounds. Images can help to add interest and context to your report.

 • Submit your report to your teacher for assessment and feedback.

Resources

ProjectsPLUS A bill of rights for Australia? (pro-0176)
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 3.9  Review
3.9.1 Key knowledge summary
3.2 Protecting our rights and freedoms

 • The Constitution guarantees certain democratic rights, such as the right to directly elect members of 
parliament, and a requirement that elections must be held every three years.

 • The Constitution also contains five express rights, including freedom of religion and a right of free trade 
between the states.

 • Federal and state parliaments have also passed laws to promote equal opportunity and to make it illegal to 
discriminate against individuals.

3.3 Freedom of speech and other democratic freedoms
 • The right of free speech is an important right but it is limited by the bounds of law.
 • Freedom of association, freedom of assembly, freedom of movement and freedom of conscience are all 

important freedoms enjoyed in Australia. These are also limited by the bounds of law.

3.4 Dissent in a democracy and taking direct action
 • In a democracy such as Australia, we all have the right to dissent against laws passed by parliament. We 

can express our dissent publicly and vote for political parties that promise to change those laws.
 • Some groups and individuals attempt to influence parliament by taking direct action. This can include 

demonstrations and protest marches, as well as defiance of the law.

3.5 Taking part in the democratic process
 • All citizens over the age of 18 have the right to vote in Australian elections, although they need to register 

to take full advantage of this right.
 • Social media can be used to spread ideas and opinions, and to gain support for changes in the law.
 • Participating in opinion polls allows us to have our views communicated to our members of parliament, 

and may influence some of their decisions.

3.6 The role of members of parliament
 • Local members of parliament can assist individuals in their electorates, and can ensure that petitions from 

the voters are tabled in parliament.

3.7 Lobby and pressure groups
 • Lobby groups attempt to influence members of parliament on behalf of businesses and other groups. They 

aim to have laws passed that favour the group they represent, or have laws changed if they disadvantage 
that group.

 • Pressure groups are groups of people who try to influence public opinion on particular issues. They 
include groups such as environmental campaigners and trade unions.

3.9.2 Key terms

code of conduct    a set of standards of behaviour that all participants are expected to follow

conscription    a process by which people are required to join the armed forces, even if they do not wish to do so

constitution    a set of rules that determines the structure of government and its law-making powers

democracy    a form of government in which the people determine how they will be governed

democratic    supporting democracy, or the system of government where supreme power is vested in the people and exercised 
directly by them or by their elected representatives under a free electoral system

electorate    an area of Australia that elects one member to parliament

jury    in a criminal trial, a randomly selected group of people who decide the guilt or innocence of an accused person

laws    the system of rules that Australia recognises as regulating the actions of its citizens, which it may enforce by the 
imposition of penalties and sanctions

legislation    a law made by Parliament

lobbying    approaching members of parliament to argue a case for change in the law
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3.9.3 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

 3.9  Review exercise
Multiple choice
 1. What is democracy?
 A. Any form of government where laws protect the freedom of speech
 B. Any form of government with rights protected by a constitution
 C. Any form of government in which the people determine how they will be governed
 D. Any form of government with two houses of parliament
 2. How are our democratic rights protected by the Constitution?
 A. The Constitution protects a person’s property
 B. The Constitution protects freedom of movement
 C. The parliament is elected by direct vote of the people
 D. The Constitution cannot be changed easily
 3. Why is freedom of religion one of our rights in Australia?
 A. Freedom of association allows us to join any religion we wish
 B. Most world religions are practised in Australia
 C. Freedom of speech allows us to express any religious beliefs we wish
 D. It is protected by the Constitution

petition    a formal request for change signed by many people

referendum    a process of allowing the people to vote on an important issue, such as a proposed change to the Constitution

repeal    to remove a law so that it no longer applies

right    an entitlement to be treated in a particular way. A legal right is a right that can be enforced by law.

trade union    an organisation of employees formed for mutual support, and to seek improvements in pay and working 
conditions for its members

transportation    the process of sending convicts to a penal colony

treaty    a formal agreement between two or more countries

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic (ewbk-5406)

Reflection (ewbk-5405)
Crossword (ewbk-5404)
Student learning matrix (ewbk-5398)

Interactivity Rights, freedoms, democracy and the law crossword (int-8235)

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Does everyone have the same rights and freedoms? Why not? 

 1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your learning 
in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

 2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views.
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 4. When a government wishes to take possession of a person’s property, what must it ensure?
 A. All buildings are demolished as soon as possible
 B. The owner is compensated fairly
 C. The owner receives another property of equal value
 D. It does not interfere with the owner’ s rights to freedom of movement
 5. The Tolpuddle Martyrs were transported to the Australian colonies for stranding up for what?
 A. Their democratic rights
 B. Freedom of speech
 C. Freedom of religion
 D. Freedom of association
 6. When might it be reasonable to restrict a person’s freedom of movement?
 A. They are likely to protest against the government
 B. They are awaiting trial for a criminal offence
 C. They are likely to use obscene language in public
 D. They have racially abused another person in public

Short answer
 7. When might a protest gathering be reasonably restricted by government?
 8. List the five ‘express rights’ outlined in the Constitution.
 9. Briefly explain the process of electing members to the Senate.
 10. Why do opinion polling companies ask the age and income level of those they survey?
 11. How can local members of parliament assist individuals and community groups?
 12. What happens when a petition is presented to parliament?
 13. Explain how lobby and pressure groups influence government decisions.
 14. What is the ACCI an example of?
 15. What is the Franklin Dam campaign of 1982 an example of?
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RESOURCE SUMMARY Resources

This is a summary of the digital resources you will find online for Topic 3 to help support your learning and deepen 
your understanding. When you see these icons next to an image or paragraph, go to learnON to access video 
eLessons, interactivities, weblinks and other support material for this topic. 

3.1 Overview
 Video eLesson 

 • Rights and freedoms (eles-2260)

3.2 Protecting our rights and  
freedoms

 eWorkbook 
 • Express rights (ewbk-5399)

 Video eLessons 
 • The Australian Constitution (eles-2076)
 • What is Parliament? (eles-2077)

 Weblink 
 • Australian Human Rights Commission

3.3 Freedom of speech and other  
democratic freedoms

 eWorkbook 
 • Freedom of speech (ewbk-5400)

 Video eLessons 
 • Je suis Charlie (eles-2430)
 • Dangerous ideas (eles-2427)

3.4 Dissent in a democracy and taking 
direct action

 Weblinks 
 • Melbourne moratorium march
 • Franklin River blockade 1
 • Franklin River blockade 2

3.4 The role of members of parliament
 eWorkbook 

 • Our system of government (ewbk-5401)
 • Our federal parliament (ewbk-5402)

 Weblinks 
 • Petitions
 • Change.org

3.7 Lobby and pressure groups
 Interactivity 

 • IThe road (int-5432))
 Weblinks 

 • Environment organisation 1
 • Environment organisation 2
 • Commerce
 • Trade unions

3.8 Thinking Big research project: A bill of 
rights for Australia?

 ProjectsPLUS
 • A bill of rights for Australia? (pro-0176)

3.9 Review
 eWorkbook 

 • Reflection (ewbk-5405)
 • Crossword (ewbk-5404)
 • Student Learning Matrix (ewbk-5398)

 Interactivity 
 • Rights, freedoms, democracy and the law crossword 

(int-8235)

To access these online resources, log on to www.jacplus.com.au.
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