
19 The effects of industrialisation
19.1  Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

19.1.1 Links with our times
The population in Britain increased dramatically during the Industrial Revolution. Changes in agricultural 
practices and job opportunities in the newly established factories brought large numbers of people into rapidly 
growing towns and cities. This influx of people was not matched by the provision of the types of services that 
we take for granted today, such as running water, electricity and sewerage. Housing was often hastily and 
shoddily built, and urban slums quickly developed.

Working conditions were often dangerous and unhealthy, and employers could get away with paying very low 
wages. Similarly, the safeguards that exist today to ensure access to education and to prevent the exploitation 
of young people did not exist two hundred years ago, and children as young as four could be employed in 
mines and factories. This rapid urbanisation and industrialisation also forced some people away from one 
region and towards another against their will as slaves or convicts.

This social upheaval led to protest movements by ordinary working people in the early nineteenth century. It 
also led to the rise of great thinkers and ideas for social reform that were considered radical at the time.

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for the topic (ewbk-5945)

Video eLesson The Industrial Revolution: The impact on people (eles-2393)

SOURCE 1  The Railway Station by William Powell Frith, which depicts Paddington Station c. 1862

The Industrial Revolution was a period of rapid technological progress and social transformation; did the 
changes that occurred benefit everyone? 
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1811–13
Luddites engage in damaging
textile machines.

1799–1800
Parliament passes the Combination Acts, making
trade unions illegal.

1819
Parliament passes a Factory Act limiting

hours of factory work by children.
Large numbers of protesters are killed or

injured in the Peterloo Massacre.

1830
The ‘Swing Riots’ result in damage to farm 
machinery in parts of rural England.
1834
The Poor Law Amendment Act forces the poor to
live in workhouses. The six ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’ are
transported to Van Diemen’s Land for swearing an
oath of loyalty to their trade union.

1824
The Combination Acts are repealed, allowing

workers to form trade unions.

1833
Parliament passes a Factory Act banning

children nine years and younger from 
working in factories.

1842
The Mines Act bans the employment in 

coalmines  of girls and women, and boys 
under the age of 10.

1874
Parliament passes a Factory Act, setting
maximum allowable working hours per week
for all workers.

                                                         1871
The Trade Union Act gives unions of�cial
                                              legal status.

1848
The Public Health Act sets up Boards of Health
to deal with sanitation problems in cities and towns.

1875
The Public Health Act extends the powers of

Health Boards to control water supply and
sewerage systems.

1795
Food riots in parts of England

protest high bread prices.

SOURCE 2  A timeline of changes during the Industrial Revolution
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19.2  Examining the evidence

19.2.1 How do we know about life during the Industrial Revolution?
In this topic we will look at the effects of the 
Industrial Revolution on many of the ordinary people 
in Britain. These were the people who worked in 
factories and mines and lived in the towns that sprang 
up around these workplaces. Many of them had lost 
access to their livelihood because of the enclosure 
of traditional farming land and had suddenly been 
thrown into poverty.

Contemporary writers and commentators
In Britain, the enormous changes in technology, the 
development of large factories, the rapid growth 
of cities and dramatic changes in methods of 
transportation all happened within little more than 
one lifespan. Inevitably, the writers of the time 
commented on the changes taking place around them. 
While some set out to record impartial observations 
of the changes, many others gave biased accounts. 
Charles Dickens wrote about the working and living 
conditions of the factory workers and the poor in 
novels such as Oliver Twist, Hard Times and Little 
Dorritt. Others, such as Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels, used their observations as a basis for attacks on 
the political system of Britain. By contrast, supporters 
of the changes to agriculture and industry gave glowing 
accounts of the economic benefits of these changes, 
while ignoring the negative effects on workers and their 
families.

Government statistics
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the 
government began to collect statistics on all aspects of 
British life. In addition to total figures for population 
growth, census figures also recorded changes in the 
numbers of people living in large towns and cities 
compared with those living in the country. Records of 
birth and death rates in cities and rural areas can provide information about 
the health of the people. Wage levels, when compared with the prices of 
food, clothing materials and housing, can give us information on people’s 
standard of living. All statistics require interpretation, but when combined 
with other evidence they can often add much to our picture of the past.

SOURCE 1  Painting from the cover of a modern 
edition of Charles Dickens’ novel Hard Times

SOURCE 2  Illustration from an early edition of 
Oliver Twist. Dickens used his novels to publicise 
social issues of the time.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you should be able to explain how we know about the social impact of the Industrial 
Revolution and analyse evidence from a wide range of written and visual sources.

impartial observations    comments that 
recognise all sides and opinions relating to 
an issue or event, leaving it to the reader to 
form his or her own judgement

biased accounts    narratives or descriptions 
in which a writer presents only one side 
of an issue in an attempt to convince the 
reader
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Records of government inquiries
The rapid social changes taking place in Britain in the nineteenth century sometimes prompted the government 
to set up special inquiries to investigate the effects of the changes. Written records include evidence given 
by witnesses to these inquiries. Many of these witnesses described their own experiences, while others 
gave accounts of incidents and conditions they had observed. The findings of these inquiries would later be 
published in reports, and this material also survives today in official government records.

Paintings and drawings of contemporary artists
Given the dramatic impact of these events on people’s lives, it is not surprising that artists were keen to 
document the changes they saw happening around them. Surviving paintings and drawings can give us further 
insights into the conditions in which people lived.

SOURCE 3  Testimony of Thomas Wilson, Esq., of the Banks, Silkstone, owner of three collieries, before the 
1842 Mines Commission

I object on general principles to government interference in the conduct of any trade, and I am satisfied that in 
mines it would be productive of the greatest injury and injustice. The art of mining is not so perfectly understood 
as to admit of the way in which a colliery shall be conducted being dictated by any person, however experienced, 
with such certainty as would warrant an interference with the management of private business. I should also 
most decidedly object to placing collieries under the present provisions of the Factory Act with respect to the 
education of children employed therein.

SOURCE 4  Coalbrookdale by Night, painted around 1800 by Philip James de Loutherbourg
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Historical sources
Historians have learned much about the period between 1750 and 1914 by studying a wide range of historical 
sources. These include written sources such as personal diaries and memoirs, official government reports 
and other publications. They also include visual sources such as photographs (from the 1830s onwards) and 
illustrations.

Information about any historical period comes from two main types of sources — primary sources and 
secondary sources. As you already know, a primary source is a first-hand source produced by someone who 
witnessed the event being studied. 
Secondary sources, usually 
produced at a later time, interpret 
primary sources.

It is important to bear in mind 
that a primary source is not 
necessarily more valuable than a 
secondary source. Both have value 
and limitations for historians and 
history students. Every source 
may be useful in some ways but 
less useful in others.

SOURCE 5 shows a page from 
a ship’s logbook. The logbook 
provides useful information on the 
technical aspects of the voyage, 
such as wind speed and course 
(the direction in which the ship 
is travelling). However, there 
is information that it does not 
provide. For example, we don’t 
know what the ship is carrying 
and we cannot discover what the 
passengers and crew were thinking.

SOURCE 6 offers very different 
information from SOURCE 5. It 
gives an insight into a migrant’s 
life and reveals one individual’s 
personal feelings, rather than 
technical information.

SOURCE 7 provides another 
interesting perspective. It is an 
illustration that shows a slave 
being punished. Although this 
sort of punishment was certainly 
common, it is difficult to know 
whether the scene portrayed 
recorded an actual event or 
depicted an event imagined by the 
artist. Because of this it has both 
value and limitations as a historical 
source.

SOURCE 5  A page from a ship’s log. It indicates the ship’s course 
and the wind strength and direction, and allows room for comments 
by the captain.

SOURCE 6  This page from a migrant’s diary is a very different type 
of source from SOURCE 5.

int-6679
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Oral history
For some events we have records that were handed down by word of mouth through generations of Aboriginal 
people. These records tell of loss of land, massacres and other injustices. In many cases there is other evidence 
to support such records.

Visual records
Because Aboriginal art was mainly concerned with spiritual beliefs, we have few Aboriginal artworks that 
record contacts and conflict with Europeans. The fate of Aboriginal peoples did not interest most European 
artists. However, some paintings and drawings by European artists do provide useful evidence. From the mid-
nineteenth century we also have photographic evidence.

SOURCE 7  This nineteenth-century illustration shows a slave being flogged. We don’t know if this specific event 
actually happened or whether it represents a typical slave punishment.

SOURCE 8  The Persecuting White Men, a lithograph thought to have been made by George Hamilton between 
1848 and 1858
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SOURCE 9  A scene in South Australia by Alexander Schramm (1813–1864)

Resources

Interactivity Historical sources (int-6679)

19.2 ACTIVITY

In small groups, compare and contrast SOURCES 7–9, using the following questions as a guide. Identify what the 
sources suggest about the relationships between the Europeans and the people they encountered as their empire 
expanded.

 a. How might you explain the variety of relationships they show?
 b. How useful is each source in helping us understand the relationships between Europeans and other peoples? 

Choose two or three sources and explain their strengths and limitations. Discuss what makes a source 
valuable.

 c. Explain what the sources indicate about the consequences of the European presence on other peoples. 
Identify one intended and one unintended consequence. Combine your answers in a class discussion.
 History concept: Sources
 General capability: Intercultural understanding
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19.2 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why can the works of writers provide us with source material in relation to changes taking place in Britain 
during the Industrial Revolution?

 2. Give two examples of the way in which government statistics can provide information about changes in 
society.

 3. What is a weakness in using statistics as a historical source?
 A. Statistics are usually inaccurate and any set of figures can produce a number of different interpretations.
 B. Statistics are not helpful when studying history.
 C. They need to be interpreted and any set of figures can produce a number of different interpretations.
 D. They have no weakness.

 4. Complete the following to explain why the records of a government inquiry can be a useful historical source. 
The rapid _________________ changes taking place in Britain in the __________________ century sometimes 
prompted the __________________  to set up special inquiries to investigate the effects of the changes. 
Written records include evidence given by __________________ to these inquiries. Many of these witnesses 
described their own __________________, while others gave accounts of incidents and conditions they had 
observed. The findings of these inquiries would later be published in __________________, and this material 
also survives today in official government records.

 5. Explain why photography might be more use to historians than paintings.

Apply your understanding

 6. Charles Dickens’ novel Hard Times is set in the fictional industrial town of Coketown. Describe the 
impression that the SOURCE 1 painting, which was used on the novel’s cover, gives of life in Coketown.

 7. Charles Dickens’ novel Oliver Twist is the story of a poor orphan in nineteenth-century England. The 
illustration in SOURCE 2 depicts a well-known scene from the novel, in which, on his first day at the 
orphanage, Oliver outrages the master by daring to ask for more food. Explain what the illustration tells us 
about the treatment of orphans at this time.

 8. Refer to SOURCE 3 to answer the following questions.
 a. What is the opinion of Thomas Wilson on the role of the commission and of government regulation of 

coalmining?
 b. What do we know about Thomas Wilson that may have influenced his opinion?
 c. Do you agree or disagree with his opinion? Give reasons for your answer.

 9. Coalbrookdale was a coalmining and iron-smelting town in the English Midlands.
 a. From an examination of SOURCE 4, describe what you think it would have been like to live in this town.
 b. Do you think the artist had a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the town? Explain your answer.

 10. Identify two ways in which you might be able to detect whether or not a writer, painter or witness at a 
government inquiry is biased or impartial in their presentation of information.

 11. What strategy could you use to ensure that you get the most accurate information about the past?
 12. What can SOURCE 4 tell us that SOURCE 3 cannot? Does this make it a more valuable source overall? Give 

reasons for your view.
 13. In what way is the illustration in SOURCE 9 useful to a historian? What limitations does this image have as a 

source? Explain what this tells us about the importance of also studying other types of sources.
 14. Explain why SOURCE 9 might raise challenges for historians studying this time period.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
3, 4, 7, 10

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 2, 6, 9, 12

LEVEL 3
Questions 
5, 8, 11, 13, 14
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19.3  Conditions in factories and mines

19.3.1 Inside a textile factory
Australian employees today are protected by Occupational Health and Safety laws. These laws place a legal 
obligation on the employer to provide a safe and healthy workplace. At the time of the Industrial Revolution no 
such laws existed, and workplaces such as factories and mines could be dangerous and unhealthy places.

An early nineteenth-century textile factory was a dangerous and unpleasant place to work. Long working 
hours — 12 hours or more per day — were common practice. Poor light and ventilation and excessive heat 
made working conditions very uncomfortable. Machines were not fenced off and had no safety guards around 
moving parts, so workers were always at risk of injury. Children were often employed to climb under or 
between machines to keep them operating, so they were in particular danger.

SOURCE 1  From an interview with James Patterson, a factory worker, before a parliamentary committee,  
June 1832

I worked at Mr. Braid’s Mill at Duntruin. We worked as long as we could see. I could not say at what hour we 
stopped. There was no clock in the mill. There was nobody but the master and the master’s son had a watch and 
so we did not know the time. The operatives were not permitted to have a watch. There was one man who had a 
watch but it was taken from him because he told the men the time.

SOURCE 2  From an interview with former factory worker Sarah Carpenter, published in The Ashton Chronicle, 
23 June 1849

There was a young woman, Sarah Goodling, who was poorly and so she stopped her machine. James Birch, 
the overlooker, knocked her to the floor. She got up as well as she could. He knocked her down again. Then 
she was carried to the apprentice house. Her bed-fellow found her dead in bed. There was another called Mary. 
She knocked her food can down on the floor. The master, Mr. Newton, kicked her where he should not do, and it 
caused her to wear away till she died. There was another, Caroline Thompson. They beat her till she went out of 
her mind.

SOURCE 3  From the testimony of Dr Michael Ward before a parliamentary committee, 25 March 1819

I have had frequent opportunities of seeing people coming out from the factories and occasionally attending as 
patients. Last summer I visited three cotton factories with Dr. Clough of Preston and Mr. Barker of Manchester 
and we could not remain ten minutes in the factory without gasping for breath. How is it possible for those who 
are doomed to remain there twelve or fifteen hours to endure it? If we take into account the heated temperature 
of the air, and the contamination of the air, it is a matter of astonishment to my mind, how the work people can 
bear the confinement for so great a length of time.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you should be able to describe terrible conditions workers endured in the mines and 
factories of Industrial Revolution Britain, and discuss the efforts to bring about the first workplace reforms.
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SOURCE 4  An early nineteenth-century textile mill was a dangerous and unhealthy place to work.

 A Some children were employed as ‘scavengers'; they would collect loose pieces of cotton from under 
machines while the machines were running.

 B Small windows and lack of ventilation made the factory air hard to breathe.

 C Overseers would punish anyone responsible for slowing or stopping the machines for any reason.

 D Machines were driven by belts attached to drive shafts that were powered by a water wheel or steam 
engine.

 E Machines had no safety fences or guards around them, so workers were always at risk of injury.

 F Constant bending and working in cramped conditions often led to physical deformities in factory workers.

 G Dust and other residues from the cotton found their way into the workers' lungs, causing severe illness.

 H Some children were employed as 'piecers'; they had to repair broken threads on spinning machines while 
the machines were still running.

19.3.2 Working in the coalmines
As the development of steam engines allowed for the pumping of water from mines, these mines became much 
deeper and more hazardous for mine workers. Problems included:

 • inadequate ventilation
 • the presence of explosive gases
 • the need to haul the coal greater distances to the surface.

Resources

Interactivity An early nineteenth-century textile mill was a dangerous and unhealthy place to work (int-5624)
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The lack of ventilation could lead to miners breathing in poisonous gases or coal dust, both of which could 
lead to serious lung disease. Other gases were likely to explode when exposed to the flame of a miner’s lamp, 
causing death through cave-ins of shafts and tunnels.

Who worked in the mines?
In the early days of deep-pit mining, coal was 
mined and brought to the surface using human 
muscle rather than machinery. Whole families 
were often employed in coalmines. Fathers 
and sons would ‘hew’ (cut) the coal with 
picks, while mothers and daughters ‘hurried’ 
(carried) the coal to the surface. This was done 
in a number of different ways. Sometimes 
the younger girls would crawl along narrow 
tunnels, towing a small cart loaded with coal. 
Older girls and women would climb ladders 
and steps with baskets of coal on their backs. 
These baskets were held in place by a strap 
around the head, wearing away hair and skin.

19.3.3 The Mines Commission, 
1840–42
In 1840 the British Parliament established a commission to 
inquire into working conditions in the mines. Over the next two years, many mine workers were called to give 
evidence, recounting their personal experiences. As a result of the findings of the commission, Parliament 
passed the Mines Act 1842. This changed the law to prevent all girls and women, and boys under 10, from 
working underground in the mines.

SOURCE 5  Coalmines were dark, dangerous places, 
where miners were exposed to many risks.

SOURCE 6  In the early days of deep-pit mining, human 
muscle was used to ‘hurry’ carts of coal through narrow 
passages, as shown in this nineteenth-century artwork.

SOURCE 7  Older girls and women had the 
hazardous task of hauling baskets of coal 
up narrow ladders.

SOURCE 8  Testimony of Isabel Wilson, aged 38, before the 1842 Mines Commission

I have been married 19 years and have had 10 [children]; seven are [alive]. When [I worked in the mines] I was a 
carrier of coals, which caused me to miscarry five times from the strains, and was [very] ill after each … [My] last 
child was born on Saturday morning, and I was at work on the Friday night. Once I met with an accident; a coal 
broke my cheek-bone, which kept me idle some weeks. I have [worked] below 30 years, and so has my husband; 
he is getting touched in the breath now.
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SOURCE 9  Testimony of Jane Johnson, aged 26, before the 1842 Mines Commission

I could carry 2 hundredweight [just over 100 kilograms!] when 15 years of age but I now feel the weakness upon 
me from the strains. I have been married near 10 years and had 4 children; have usually (worked) till within one 
or two days of the children’s birth. Many women lose their strength early from overwork and get injured in their 
backs and legs; was crushed by a stone some time since and forced to lose one of my fingers.

SOURCE 10  Testimony of Agnes Kerr, aged 15, before the 1842 Mines Commission

… [I] make 18 to 20 journeys a-day; a journey to and fro is about 200 to 250 fathom [one fathom equals 
1.8 metres]; have to ascend and descend many ladders; can carry 1.5 hundredweight [approximately 
76 kilograms]. I do not know how many feet there are in a fathom … : know the distance from habit; it is sore 
crushing work; many lassies cry as they bring up the burdens. Accidents frequently happen from the tugs 
breaking and the loads falling on those behind and the lasses are much (inflicted) with swelled ankles. I cannot 
say that I like the work well; for I am obliged to do it.

DID YOU KNOW?

Because of the high temperature in the coalmines, miners wore little or no clothing. When Parliament passed 
the Mines Act in 1842, the moral question of women and men working together in these circumstances was an 
important issue. The record of the debates in Parliament indicates that the fact that young girls were working in 
the presence of ‘near-naked’ men was seen to be a bigger problem by members of Parliament than the harsh 
working conditions.

19.3 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. List three reasons why early nineteenth-century textile factories were unpleasant places to work.
 2. Why were children in these factories in particular danger?
 3. List three reasons why mining became more dangerous as mines became deeper.
 4. Complete the following paragraph to explain in what ways all members of a family might be engaged in 

coalmining.
Whole families were often employed in coalmines. Fathers and __________________ would 
__________________ (cut) the coal with picks, while __________________ and daughters __________________ 
(carried) the coal to the surface. This was done in a number of different ways. Sometimes the 
__________________ girls would crawl along __________________tunnels, __________________ a small cart 
loaded with coal. __________________ girls and __________________would climb ladders and steps with 
__________________ of coal on their backs. These baskets were held in place by a __________________ 
around the head, wearing away hair and skin.

 5. Identify two groups of people, in addition to mine workers, who might have been called to give evidence 
before the Mines Commission of 1840–42.

 6. What were the consequences of the commission’s findings?

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8

LEVEL 2
Questions 
5, 9, 10, 11

LEVEL 3
Questions 
6, 12, 13, 14, 15
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19.4  Child labour

19.4.1 Children in the textile factories
In the eighteenth century it was normal practice for children to work to help support their family. In 
agricultural or domestic work situations this had often been under the supervision of parents, who could have 
some influence over the type of work carried out by their children. This changed in the early years of the 
Industrial Revolution. Children who worked in factories and mines were subjected to harsh and often brutal 
conditions.

Owners of textile mills were quick to recognise that they could employ children for lower wages than adults. 
Indeed, children often outnumbered adults in factory work. It has been estimated that in 1788 more than two-
thirds of employees in cotton mills in England and Scotland were children. While older children and teenagers 
could often take charge of running a spinning or weaving machine, it was the work carried out by younger 
children that was the most dangerous.

Piecers and scavengers
Children employed as ‘piecers’ were required to lean over the spinning machine and repair broken threads. 
They had to do this while the machine was running, and often had more than one machine to watch. It is 
estimated that a piecer looking after a number of machines could walk as much as 30 kilometres a day. Other 
children were employed as ‘scavengers’. They had to crawl under machines collecting loose cotton and other 
waste. This task, also performed while machines were running, was particularly dangerous.

Apply your understanding

 7. Examine SOURCE 4 and answer the following.
 a. Identify two examples of the unhealthy nature of the atmosphere in the factory.
 b. Identify two examples of the work carried out by children in the factory.
 c. What was the method used to drive the machines?
 d. How do we know that factory owners were not interested in the safety of their workers?

 8. Explain why factory owners would not want their employees to have access to a clock or watch, as 
indicated in SOURCE 1.

 9. Examine SOURCE 2. Describe how factory workers were punished for stopping their machines, or not 
following factory rules.

 10. What does SOURCE 3 tell us about working conditions in a typical textiles factory in 1819?
 11. From the images in SOURCES 5, 6 and 7, identify and explain three possible sources of injury to mine 

workers.
 12. Did pregnant women receive any special treatment while working in the mines? Support your answer with 

evidence from SOURCES 8 and 9.
 13. In SOURCE 8, Isabel Watson describes her husband as being ‘touched in the breath’. Explain what you think 

she means by this statement.
 14. From information in SOURCE 10, calculate the total distance that Agnes Kerr travelled each day while 

working in the mines, and the total weight of the coal she ‘hurried’ each day.
 15. Examine the individual eyewitness accounts in SOURCES 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 and 10.
 a. For each source, explain why you find the testimony believable or not believable.
 b. Most of these sources were evidence given before parliamentary committees or commissions. Why do you 

think the British Parliament carried out so many inquiries into working conditions at this time?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe the working conditions experienced by children in 
factories and mines during the Industrial Revolution.
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SOURCE 1  From A Narrative of William Dodd, A Factory Cripple, 1841

At the age of six I became a piecer … each piecing requires three or four rubs, over a space of three or four 
inches; and the continual friction of the hand in rubbing the piecing upon the coarse wrapper wears off the skin, 
and causes the finger to bleed. The position in which the piecer stands to his work is with the right foot forward, 
and his right side facing the frame. In this position he continues during the day, with his hands, feet, and eyes 
constantly in motion … the chief weight of his body rests upon his right knee, which is almost always the first 
joint to give way … my evenings were spent in preparing for the following day — in rubbing my knees, ankles, 
elbows, and wrists with oil, etc. I went to bed, to cry myself to sleep.

SOURCE 2  From F. Trollope, Michael Armstrong, the Factory Boy, 1840

A little girl about seven years old, whose job as scavenger was to collect incessantly from the factory floor, the 
flying fragments of cotton that might impede the work … while the hissing machinery passed over her, and 
when this is skilfully done, and the head, body, and the outstretched limbs carefully glued to the floor, the steady 
moving, but threatening mass, may pass and repass over the dizzy head and trembling body without touching it. 
But accidents frequently occur; and many are the flaxen locks, rudely torn from infant heads, in the process.

19.4.2 Children in the mines
Children in coalmines were employed as ‘hurriers’ and ‘trappers’. Hurriers were required to carry baskets or 
tow trucks of coal to the surface. Girls as young as six or seven could be employed in this way, and would 
continue this work into their teens. The belt or chain around a girl’s waist could damage the pelvic bones, and 
many women who worked in the mines as children later died in childbirth.

Children as young as four or five were employed as trappers. Their job was to open and close the ventilation 
doors in the underground tunnels to allow the hurriers pulling their carts to pass through; they often sat in the 
dark for up to 14 hours a day.

SOURCE 3  A wood engraving (c. 1842) of young people working in a mine in the Lancashire 

758 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 9 for WA Second Edition

c19TheIndustrialRevolutionTheImpactOnPeople.indd   758 9/2/2020   11:46:21 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



SOURCE 4  A young trapper opening the door for a truck of coal pushed by children

SOURCE 5  Young boys employed as 
chimney sweeps worked in dangerous and 
dirty conditions.

DID YOU KNOW?

The British Parliament passed laws in 1788, 1834, 1840 
and 1864 that aimed to control the employment of 
‘climbing boys’ by chimney sweeps, but most of these 
laws were ignored. It was not until after 1875, when the 
police gained the power to enforce these laws, that the 
practice of employing young boys in this way was finally 
stopped.

DISCUSS

Child labour is still a reality in many parts of the world today. In small groups discuss what might be done to solve 
this issue. From your discussion, come up with three possible solutions.  
 General capability: Critical and creative thinking

19.4.3 The ‘climbing boys’
Another occupation that employed large numbers of 
children, some as young as six, was that of chimney sweep. 
A sweep would employ a number of young boys, known as 
‘climbing boys’, to climb up into chimneys and clean them 
with a hand brush or metal scraper. It was a dangerous 
and dirty job. Many choked to death from breathing in the 
dust and soot, while others were injured by falling or by 
becoming stuck in narrow chimneys.
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19.4 ACTIVITY

We look back on the child labour of the early years of the Industrial Revolution as something quite foreign to our 
society today, but at that time the children of peasants and the working classes worked beside their parents from 
a young age. Families often relied on every member working in order to survive.

Working with a partner, complete the following tasks.

 a. Outline what you believe the attitudes of each of the following individuals might have been towards child 
labour in the 1830s:

 • a factory or mine owner
 • working-class parents of young children
 • working-class children
 • Members of Parliament in favour of reform to factory and mine working conditions.

 b. Why do you think early Factory Acts only reduced rather than abolished child labour?  
Explain your view. Historical concept: Perspectives  
 General capability: Critical and creative thinking

19.4 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why was the employment of children so attractive to the owners of textile factories?
 2. Describe the roles of ‘piecers’ and ‘scavengers’ in a textile factory.
 3. Explain the roles of ‘hurriers’ and ‘trappers’ in coalmines.
 4. What were the risks faced by young girls employed as hurriers in coalmines?
 5. Describe the job carried out by climbing boys, and describe three hazards that they faced.

Apply your understanding

 6. From SOURCE 1 identify three main types of injuries that could be suffered by piecers in a textile factory.
 7. Using SOURCE 2, explain why the job of scavenger in a textile factory was so dangerous.
 8. Consider SOURCES 3 and 4 to answer the following questions.
 a. The artists who drew SOURCES 3 and 4 were attempting to present the negative side of child labour in 

coalmines. Explain how each artist has achieved this in their drawings.
 b. The drawings in SOURCES 3 and 4 were originally published in the report of the Parliamentary Mines 

Commission in 1842. Why would the Commission have included drawings of this type in its official report?
 9. What impression was the artist trying to create in SOURCE 5? Explain how this has been achieved.
 10. In rural communities children had helped with many different tasks, so the employment of children was not 

new. Explain why child labour became more of a problem during the Industrial Revolution.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 6, 7, 8

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 4, 9

LEVEL 3
Questions 
5, 10
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19.5  Urban conditions and people’s health

19.5.1 Urbanisation and overcrowding
Increases in population during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries occurred mostly in the 
Midlands and north of England and in the Lowlands of Scotland and southern Wales. Towns and cities grew 
most quickly close to coal and iron deposits, as these were also the major areas of factory development.

Industrialisation led to the rapid growth of British cities and large towns. In the first 30 years of the nineteenth 
century, cities such as Birmingham and Sheffield doubled in population. The population of Manchester, 
Liverpool, Leeds and Glasgow more than doubled during this time. Urban growth occurred without planning 
or government supervision. Much of the housing was built by factory owners, to be rented out to workers. 
Wanting to keep costs down, housing was often poorly constructed, with as many houses as possible built 
on one site. Some families rented older houses that had previously belonged to the wealthier classes. In such 
cases, each family was often crowded into one room for cooking, eating and sleeping.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the impact of overcrowding, caused by the rapid growth of 
industrial cities, on the health and wellbeing of people in urban areas.

SOURCE 1  From Alexis de Tocqueville, a French aristocrat writing about Manchester in 1835

A sort of black smoke covers the city. Under this half-daylight 300 000 human beings are ceaselessly at work. 
The homes of the poor are scattered haphazard around the factories. From this filthy sewer pure gold flows. In 
Manchester civilised man is turned back almost into a savage.

SOURCE 2  From a letter to a parliamentary inquiry in 1840, written by Dr Roberton, a Manchester surgeon

Manchester is a huge overgrown village, built according to no definite plan. The homes of the work-people have 
been built in the factory districts. The interests and convenience of the manufacturers have determined the 
growth of the town and the manner of that growth, while the comfort, health and happiness [of the workers] have 
not been considered. Manchester has no public park or other ground where the population can walk and breathe 
the fresh air. Every advantage has been sacrificed to the getting of money.

SOURCE 3  From Dr William Duncan, Report on the Sanitary Condition of Liverpool, 1839

In the streets inhabited by the working classes, I believe that the great majority are without sewers, and that 
where they do exist they are of a very imperfect kind unless where the ground has a natural inclination, therefore 
the surface water and fluid refuse of every kind stagnate in the street, and add, especially in hot weather, their 
pestilential influence to that of the more solid filth … the only means afforded for carrying off the fluid dirt 
being a narrow, open, shallow gutter, which sometimes exists, but even this is very generally choked up with 
stagnant filth.

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1696 the English Parliament introduced a Window Tax, which taxed all houses based on the number and size 
of their windows. This tax was not removed until 1851. Lack of light and fresh air made living conditions even 
more unhealthy.
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19.5.2 Housing and sanitation
Houses were built with the cheapest possible materials and were often 
built back to back and without any gardens. Amenities that we take for 
granted, such as water supply, were ignored. Streets were narrow, with 
poor drainage, and were filled with rubbish and raw sewage. There were no 
sewerage pipes to remove waste and no council rubbish collection as we 
know today. Groups of houses relied on cesspits for the disposal of sewage, 
but overcrowding meant that these frequently overflowed, contaminating 
rivers and wells that were the only sources of drinking water. Diseases such 
as cholera and typhus were common and spread quickly through densely 
populated urban areas.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Rubbish was thrown into the street and left to rot, as there was no organised rubbish collection.

 B Houses had small windows or no windows at all.

 C Sewage was collected in cesspits, which were emptied by ‘nightmen’, although not always as regularly or 
often as necessary.

 D Crime, such as pickpocketing, flourished in these squalid conditions.

 E Houses were of poor quality, built using the cheapest possible materials.

 F Families were often crowded into a single room.

 G There was no piped water supply, so water was collected from communal wells or nearby rivers.

 H Streets were no more than narrow lanes, with open drains running down the middle.

int-5625

A

B

C

D

E

H

G

F

SOURCE 4  Most factory workers lived in poor-quality, overcrowded housing without sanitation.

cesspits    pits into which householders with 
no toilets could empty their waste, which 
was later collected by workers known as 
nightmen

cholera    a bacterial disease of the 
intestines, causing vomiting and diarrhoea. 
It is transmitted through contaminated water 
and can lead to death through dehydration.

typhus    a fatal disease spread through the 
bites of lice and fleas
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19.5 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why did the population of cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds grow so rapidly in the first  
30 years of the nineteenth century?

 2. Identify two ways in which the builders of houses in factory towns kept costs down.
 3. Choose the appropriate words from the following table to fill the gaps and complete the paragraph below 

about housing in industrial towns.

newer wealthier family lower

one ample child older

Some families rented ____________________ houses that had previously belonged to the 
____________________ classes. In these cases, each ____________________ was often crowded into 
____________________ room for cooking, eating and sleeping.

 4. How did people living in these areas get rid of their rubbish and human waste?
 5. Why would disease have spread quickly in towns such as Manchester and Liverpool?

Apply your understanding

 6. Explain what the writer in SOURCE 1 meant by, ‘From this filthy sewer pure gold flows.’
 7. Identify the two main criticisms that Dr Roberton (see SOURCE 2) expressed in relation to the planning and 

layout of Manchester.
 8. Why might the conditions described in SOURCE 3 have contributed to the spread of diseases such as 

cholera?
 9. Use SOURCE 4 to identify five features of nineteenth-century industrial cities and towns that would have 

made them unpleasant places to live in.
 10. What is meant by the term ‘urbanisation’? Why would you expect there to be a strong connection between 

industrialisation and urbanisation?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
2, 3, 8, 9

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 6, 7

LEVEL 3
Questions 
4, 5, 10

Resources

Interactivity Most factory workers lived in poor-quality, overcrowded housing without sanitation (int-5625)
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19.6  Poor laws and workhouses

19.6.1 The Old Poor Law
Various structures for helping the poor had existed 
in Britain since the Middle Ages. In the 1830s 
this system was reformed and relief for the poor 
was restricted largely to those who lived in special 
institutions called workhouses.

By the time of the Industrial Revolution, the poor in 
England were looked after by a system that had been 
set up in the late sixteenth century. Each village or 
parish had to take care of its own poor, and those 
who owned property paid a special tax called the 
Poor Rate. Some of the money was used to supply 
food or other necessities for paupers living in their 
own homes. This was called outdoor relief. In 
some villages or parishes, special places were built 
to house and feed the poor. Known as workhouses, 
they were often very crowded, unpleasant places to 
live. Requiring the poor to live in these places was 
called indoor relief.

19.6.2 The New Poor Law
Following the Swing Riots of 1830, the British government set up a royal 
commission to investigate the operation of the Poor Laws. The commission 
made the following recommendations:

 • Outdoor relief should be abolished.
 • Only those living in the workhouses should be entitled to any 

assistance.
 • The workhouse should be as unpleasant as possible to discourage 

anybody capable of working from wanting to live there.
In 1834 Parliament passed the Poor Law Amendment Act to put these 
recommendations into effect. This set up a system known as the New Poor 
Law, and 350 new workhouses were built by 1839. The workhouse system 
continued into the early twentieth century.

SOURCE 1  This nineteenth-century painting shows 
a family living in poverty. Under the Old Poor Law 
system the workhouse was an unpleasant place to 
live, but families could at least stay together.

SOURCE 2  From a Rochester correspondent to The Times, 26 December 1840

Upwards of half-a-dozen girls in the workhouse, some of them verging on womanhood, have at times had their 
persons exposed in the most brutal and indecent manner, by the Master, for the purpose of inflicting on them 
cruel floggings; and the same girls, at other times, have, in a scarcely less indecent manner, been compelled by 
him to strip the upper parts of their persons naked, to allow him to scourge them with birch rods on their bared 
shoulders and waists, and which, from more than one of the statements from the lips of the sufferers, appears to 
have been inflicted without mercy. One girl says, ‘My back was marked with blood’.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the difficulties faced by the poor and unemployed during 
the Industrial Revolution.

parish    an area of local government centred 
on the local church, which fulfilled some of 
the functions that local municipal councils 
perform in society today

pauper    a very poor person

outdoor relief    the provision of assistance 
to the poor while allowing them to remain in 
their own homes

workhouses    institutions built to house the 
poor

indoor relief    the provision of assistance to 
the inmates of a workhouse

royal commission    a special public 
inquiry set up by government to 
investigate a particular issue and to make 
recommendations for changes in the law
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19.6.3 Life in the workhouse
Conditions in workhouses were deliberately 
made as unpleasant as possible. Under the 
Old Poor Law, families in workhouses could 
stay together, but under the new system 
families were split up. Men and women 
were kept separate and their children were 
removed from their care. All inmates of the 
workhouse, except for the very youngest 
children, were put to work. This work usually 
consisted of hand-grinding corn, breaking 
stones or picking oakum.

Imposition of strict rules
The workhouse was run by the Master, who 
was expected to manage it on a very tight 
budget. Strict regulations were imposed on 
the inhabitants of the workhouse, and the 
Master had the power to impose savage 
punishment on those who disobeyed the 
rules. Parents were rarely allowed to see their children and outside visitors were 
not allowed. Meals were kept to the bare minimum necessary to sustain life and 
had to be eaten in silence. In Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist, young Oliver asks for 
more food and is punished by being placed in solitary confinement. Children were 
given very little education and were usually apprenticed out to local employers at an 
early age. In Dickens’ story, young Oliver Twist was to be apprenticed to a chimney 
sweep but is eventually apprenticed to an undertaker at the age of nine.

SOURCE 3  This nineteenth-century photograph shows 
women in a workhouse unpicking short lengths of tar-coated 
rope — a task known as 'picking oakum'.

19.6 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What was the Poor Rate?
 2. Explain the difference between indoor relief and outdoor relief.
 3. Identify the three main changes brought in with the passing of the New Poor Law.
 4. Give two examples of the ways in which life in the workhouse was made as unpleasant as possible.
 5. Describe the types of activities that workhouse inmates were employed to complete.

Apply your understanding

 6. In SOURCE 1, the adult male is obviously very ill and possibly dying. Given that the man would probably have 
been the main wage earner in the family, describe what message about poverty the painter was attempting 
to convey.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 7, 9

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 6, 8

LEVEL 3
Questions 
4, 5, 10

picking oakum    unpicking 
short lengths of rope coated in 
tar. Oakum would be rammed 
between the planks on wooden 
ships to make them watertight.
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 7. From what you can identify in SOURCE 2, what 
methods were used to make the workhouse as 
unpleasant as possible?

 8. What was oakum? Explain why the women in 
SOURCE 3 were given the task of picking oakum.

 9. Identify two things that SOURCE 4 tells us about 
life in the workhouse.

 10. Consider life for the poor under the Old Poor Law 
and the New Poor Law.

 a. Create a table to compare conditions under 
each law.

 b. Do you think life became easier or harder for 
paupers after 1834? Give reasons for your 
answer.

For sample responses to every question, go to  
www.jacplus.com.au.

19.7  Thinking Big research project: City life  
visual diary
Scenario
As a 14-year-old living in 
one of the large industrial 
towns in Britain during 
the Industrial Revolution, 
you want to leave a record 
for future generations to 
understand what life was 
like for working-class 
people at this time. To do 
this, you have decided to 
create an annotated visual 
diary of your daily life 
to describe the living and 
working conditions that you 
and your family experience.

Task
Create an annotated visual 
diary of your daily life.

 • The diary should be presented in the form of a booklet, as a poster on A2-sized cardboard (or similar), or 
as a PowerPoint presentation.

 • It should consist of a series of images that represent different aspects of life in Britain in the industrial 
towns of the time.

 • To create the images, you may use your own artistic abilities, or you can download images from online 
sources.

SOURCE 4  Workhouse inmates were fed a 
minimal diet and forced to eat in silence, as 
shown in this nineteenth-century photograph.
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 • Each image should contain a paragraph in your own words explaining what is happening, and how it 
relates to life as a 14-year-old during the Industrial Revolution.

 • If you choose to present your work in the form of a booklet, each page should include one image and 
explanation, and the booklet should have a cover page with an appropriate title.

Process
 • Open the ProjectsPLUS application in the Resources for this topic. Click on the Start new project button 

to enter the project due date and set up your project group if you wish to. You can work independently 
or with a partner, which will allow you to swap ideas and share responsibility for the project. Save your 
settings and the project will be launched.

 • Navigate to the Research forum, where you will find starter topics loaded to guide your research. 
You can add further topics to the Research forum if you wish. In the Media centre you will find an 
assessment rubric and some helpful weblinks that will provide a starting point for your research.

 • Conduct your research and locate or create appropriate images.
 • Remember to record details of your sources so you can create a bibliography to submit with your 

completed diary. Add your research notes and source details to the relevant topic pages in the Research 
forum. When you have completed your research, you can print out the Research report in the Research 
forum to easily view all the information you have gathered, if you wish.

 • Write the ‘diary entry’ text to accompany each image.
 • Check your diary thoroughly, ensuring that you have used correct spelling and grammar.
 • Submit your completed visual diary and bibliography to your teacher for assessment.

Resources

ProjectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: City life visual diary (pro-0182)
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19.8  Crime and punishment

19.8.1 New society, old solutions
Between 1788 and 1868, around 160 000 British and Irish convicts were transported to the Australian colonies 
as punishment for a crime they committed. Given the nature of many of their crimes, such as pick-pocketing, 
petty theft and forgery, the punishment appears harsh. How had British society come to this? Why were 
punishments for seemingly minor crimes so severe? The answers lie partly in the nature of society at the time.

The Industrial Revolution transformed the British economic base from agriculture to industry. In a process 
called enclosure (see topic 18), wealthy landowners bought up small farms and fenced off common land to 
combine into single, large estates, in order to make production consistent and more efficient with the use 
of new technologies. Production was often more efficient, but the process of enclosure also resulted in poor 
farmers being forced from their homes and livelihoods. Similarly, in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in 
Scotland, thousands of country people were forced from their homes during the infamous Highland Clearances 
by landlords eager to improve the agricultural output of their land.

With more efficient and mechanised farming practices, fewer agricultural workers were needed. As 
employment opportunities in the rural areas of Britain declined, the towns filled with those seeking work. Even 
with the industrial boom, however, there were not enough jobs. Some turned to gambling or alcohol in search 
of escape. For the desperate, crime became a way to survive.

The government’s response to these growing social problems was simply to make criminal punishments 
harsher. About two hundred different crimes drew the death penalty. Yet the threat of hanging did not have the 
effect the government desired. Public hangings, intended to serve as a warning, took on a carnival atmosphere 

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain the reasons why the British transported convicts to 
Australia, and the wider impacts of this decision.

SOURCE 1  An eighteenth-century artwork showing a public hanging at London’s notorious Old Bailey prison
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(see SOURCE 1). Thousands of people gathered to watch, even bringing their children to the spectacle. A 
bulletin called The Newgate Calendar, subtitled ‘The Malefactors’ Bloody Register’, was published each 
month with the names of all those executed. It soon contained biographies and stories of criminals and became 
a regular bestseller.

While many crimes were punishable by hanging, others carried a sentence of transportation. In some cases, 
the death penalty might be commuted to transportation. This meant being banished from England to serve 
out the sentence in one of Britain’s distant colonies. In the 1700s most convicts were sent to America to work 
on the cotton or sugar plantations, but this was not popular with plantation owners, who found slaves more 
manageable. At any rate, the American Revolution of the 1770s brought this option to an end. For a while 
convicts were dispatched to West Africa on the ships sent out to pick up their human cargo in the Triangular 
Trade, but disease, starvation, desertion and mutiny took their toll on convicts and military personnel alike. The 
plan was a disastrous failure.

19.8.2 What to do?
Despite harsh punishments, the numbers of people in Britain’s prisons remained 
high and became a concern for the government. While convicts were not being 
transported, the hangman was kept busy and prisons were overflowing. In an 
attempt to address this problem, old decommissioned naval ships, of which there 
were plenty after the end of the war with America, were turned into floating 
prisons called hulks. As a short-term fix the hulks were a success, but they soon 
became cramped, stinking and rat-infested, and merely delayed the inevitable. 
Soon enough they too were impossibly overcrowded. The government urgently 
needed a long-term solution.

SOURCE 2  This artwork from c. 1809 shows a trial in session at the Old Bailey courthouse in London.

transportation    a sentence of 
banishment from England for 
certain crimes, to be served in an 
overseas colony

commute    to change a penalty to 
one less severe

hulk    the body of an old ship that 
serves as a prison rather than a 
sailing vessel
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19.8.3 A 'solution' presents itself
In the 1770s the British government faced a major social problem. 
The country’s prisons were overflowing and the newly independent 
United States refused to take any more of Britain’s unwanted 
convicts. The hangman’s noose was not proving to be an effective 
deterrent. New prisons were considered too expensive to build, and 
not many people really cared enough about the problem anyway. As 
the situation worsened one distant possibility began to emerge as a 
real option.

In 1770 Captain James Cook had sighted and charted much of 
the eastern coastline of Australia. But Britain, at war with France 
and distracted by the increasingly rebellious American colonies, 
was already under financial strain and did not follow up Cook’s 
expedition. With the loss of the American colonies, however, the 
possibility of transportation to New South Wales began to gain 
support. Joseph Banks, a botanist who had sailed with Cook in 1770, 
enthusiastically agreed and thought that Botany Bay would be an 
ideal place for a settlement.

The British soon recognised that a colony in New South Wales 
would serve several useful purposes. It would go some way towards 
compensating for the loss of the American colonies. It would provide 

SOURCE 4  A prison hulk moored in the Thames River, London. This artwork dates to c. 1826.

DID YOU KNOW?

In eighteenth-century England about two hundred crimes were punishable by the death penalty. They included 
murder, pick-pocketing, poaching, highway robbery, stealing horses or sheep, and cutting down young trees. 
Children were often among those sentenced to death.

SOURCE 3  A handwritten ‘report 
of convicts under sentence of 
transportation’
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Britain with an important military and imperial presence in the southern Pacific region. It would also be a 
dumping ground for convicts, whose labour could be used to help build the colony. In August 1786 the British 
government made the decision to establish a convict settlement in New South Wales.

Once the decision was made, the fleet had to be assembled. 
Captain Arthur Phillip, an experienced naval officer, was 
chosen to lead the fleet. It was his job to prepare the 11 
ships for the 20 000-kilometre voyage. It took six months to 
complete the preparations and, by May 1787, the fleet had 
assembled at Portsmouth on the south coast of England.

The convicts walked through the town to the docks, to the 
dismay of many townspeople, and were rowed out to the 
waiting ships in small boats. The fleet left with little fanfare at 
three o’clock on the morning of 13 May 1787.

Nearly 1500 men, women and children were on board when 
the fleet weighed anchor. Among the officials were Captain 
Phillip, a judge, a doctor, a surveyor and a chaplain. The 
ships’ crews numbered about 450. Just over 200 marines 
sailed with the fleet, their purpose to protect the fleet in the 
event of attack and to control the convicts. Twenty-seven 
dependants of the marines — wives and children — were 
also on board. Lastly, there were the convicts themselves. 
Numbering 759, they accounted for half the complement of 
the fleet. There were roughly three male convicts for every 
female.

19.8.4 Bound for Botany Bay
Today’s cruise ships can sail around the world without needing to put into port, but in the eighteenth century it 
was a very different story. The ships of the First Fleet were small and needed to regularly resupply . The fleet 
made three stops on the voyage to take on food and water and tend to repairs (see SOURCE 4). On their final 
port of call, the Cape of Good Hope on the southern tip of Africa, they also secured a range of plant seeds for 
food crops in the new settlement.

Captain Phillip knew that the long voyage across the Indian Ocean could be the most treacherous of all. It 
would also be the most frightening for both crew and convicts because they were sailing into largely unknown 
waters. Phillip decided to split the fleet so the better sailers would not have to wait for the slower ships. For 
nine weeks the ships were battered by the winds of the Roaring Forties. Livestock were thrown about and 
injured, and even some of the most experienced seamen were seasick. Conditions for the convicts below deck 
were most likely terrible. Remarkably, none of the eleven ships were lost.

With what must have been great relief, the fleet sailed into Botany Bay on 18 January 1788, but neither the 
bay nor the land surrounding it met their expectations. The bay was shallow and offered little protection from 
storms; the soil was sandy; and there was no good, easily accessible supply of fresh water. For a moment 
Captain Phillip must have thought that the entire voyage might end in disaster.

All was not lost, however. In 1770 Captain Cook had sailed past another bay a few kilometres to the north and 
had named it Port Jackson. He did not explore it but recorded that it appeared to be a good harbour. Phillip 
left the fleet at Botany Bay to survey Port Jackson for himself, finding it ‘the finest harbour in the world’. The 
rest of the fleet soon transferred to Port Jackson, anchoring in the cove within it that Phillip named after Lord 
Sydney, Britain’s Home Secretary and the man who had appointed him. The water at Sydney Cove was deep 
enough for ships to anchor close to the shore, and there was a good supply of fresh water. The new colony was 
officially proclaimed on 26 January 1788 (see SOURCE 6).

SOURCE 5  A portrait of Captain Arthur 
Phillip painted in 1786
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SOURCE 6  Captain Arthur Phillip raising the British Union Jack at Sydney Cove. This artwork was  
painted in 1937.

Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
 • Overview > Movement of peoples
 • Australia and Asia > Convict transportation to Australia

Explore more with

19.8.5 Trials and challenges
It was an uncertain beginning for the settlement, however, for despite its obvious other advantages, the soil 
around Port Jackson proved as unsuitable for planting as that of Botany Bay, and the first crops withered and 
died. In the first two years the settlers at Sydney Cove grew desperately short of food. Rations were reduced to 
stretch food supplies, and a supply ship that was sent from England failed to arrive. For Captain Phillip, now 
the governor of New South Wales, failure, once again, seemed a real threat. Some relief came in mid 1790 with 
the arrival of the Second Fleet. With it came fresh supplies, but more than a quarter of the convicts on board 
had died on the terrible journey and most of the survivors were too weak to work.

At last, fertile soil was found and cultivated at Parramatta on the edge of the settlement, and the crops 
successfully grown there finally guaranteed the long-term survival of the colony. In 1792 poor health forced 
Governor Phillip to resign and return to England. Phillip’s firm but fair command of the colony had ensured 
its survival. When food was scarce he made sure that rations were distributed equitably, with no privileges for 
rank, thereby alleviating resentment and potential convict revolt. By the time he left in December 1792 the 
colony was securely established and growing. However, this is not to say that there were no challenges.
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19.8.6 Early impacts of occupation on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples
The First Fleet from 
England to colonise 
Australia is believed 
to have carried nearly 
1500 men, women 
and children, most of 
whom were convicts, 
who established the 
first British settlement 
on 26 January 1788. 
Eight days earlier, 
Cadigal people had 
seen the British fleet 
at Botany Bay. They 
had also witnessed the 
arrival of two French 
ships commanded by 
La Perouse. The French fired upon the community but eventually sailed away. The local people could not have 
known that the British intended to stay.

Initially, orders from Britain were to cultivate friendly relations with Aboriginal peoples and to offer them 
protection under British law. In 1807 the third Governor of New South Wales, P.G. King, wrote a memo for 
his successor titled ‘Respecting Natives’. In this advice he stated that he had been unwilling to force the 
Aboriginal people to work because he regarded them as the ‘real Proprietors [owners] of the Soil’. However, 
Governor King had also given the settlers permission to ‘fire on any natives they see’. The Europeans’ fear, 
prejudice and desire to possess the land often became more important than empty statements of respect.

The colonists did not acknowledge the management of the land or the variations in lifestyles of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, even when they became aware of their strong sense of belonging and intrinsic 
connection to the land. The British did not understand or respect that different parts of the land was home to 
different language groups. They assumed that people could simply move on to another area when their land 
was taken. Even after they gained some understanding of such matters, they continued to take land regardless.

Before long, the people of the main language groups around Sydney — the Darug, Kuringgai and Dharawal 
people — saw the new arrivals clearing land, fencing waterholes and hunting grounds, fishing without 
permission and trampling sacred sites. They were breaking laws that people had lived by for thousands of 
years. They were clearly invaders, not visitors, and clearly believed they had the right to occupy the land 
without negotiation or consideration.

The land itself was also changed dramatically. Within 100 years of the arrival of the First Fleet, more than 
100 million sheep were eating their way across Australia, consuming native herbs and grasses, displacing 
food sources such as kangaroo, and almost completely eradicating the yam daisy (murrnong), one of the most 
nutritious and plentiful foods before European occupation. The hard hooves of sheep and cattle compacted 
the soil while other introduced animals (such as rabbits and cats) also created problems, driving some native 
animals to extinction.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples had occupied the continent of Australia for thousands of 
generations and had carefully managed its resources, looking after the land and ensuring the survival of their 
own societies and customs. However, their ability to fight the imposition of European society was severely 
weakened by these dramatic changes to and occupation of the land and the impact of the diseases that the 
Europeans carried.

SOURCE 7  A view of Sydney Cove, New South Wales, engraved by Francis Jukes 
in 1804
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SOURCE 8  A painting by an unknown artist depicting the final battle of the uprising at Vinegar Hill

19.8.7 Convict tensions
In 1804 the authorities in New South Wales faced a serious challenge to their rule. Tensions that Governor 
Phillip had managed to avoid boiled over when a group of convicts, mainly from Ireland, began a large-
scale rebellion against the British authorities in Australia. Two convicts, Phillip Cunningham and William 
Johnston, had an ambitious plan to lead a band of convicts against the British and create their own empire, 
with Cunningham as its leader. The plan was for the initial two hundred convicts from Castle Hill to meet with 
others at another convict settlement at Hawkesbury, bringing the group to more than one thousand. From there 
they would march to Parramatta and finally on to Sydney.

On the evening of 4 March 1804 the rebellion began. With cries of ‘Liberty or death!’, the rebels overpowered 
the small garrison that guarded them. They began recruiting more convicts from surrounding farms, eventually 
gathering a force of around 600.

However, word of the uprising had spread to Parramatta and Sydney, and a force of British soldiers marched 
through the night to intercept the rebels. Forced into retreat, Cunningham struggled to maintain control 
over the unruly, and often drunk, convicts. The British force soon caught up with them, and at a place 
called Vinegar Hill the soldiers attacked. Despite being armed, the rebels offered almost no resistance to 
the professional soldiers. The battle was over within a matter of minutes. In the aftermath nine rebels were 
executed and many others flogged or sent to places of secondary punishment.

The whole rebellion had lasted only three days. It was, nonetheless, the largest convict rebellion in Australian 
history.
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19.8 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why did so many people turn to crime in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?
 2. Why were punishments for crimes so harsh in eighteenth-century England?
 3. Explain why the plantation owners preferred slaves rather than convicts as workers.
 4. What made Africa an unsuitable place to send convicts?
 5. What were hulks and why were they necessary?
 6. How many years after Captain Cook’s voyage did the First Fleet arrive in Botany Bay?
 A. 18 years
 B. 8 years
 C. 16 years
 D. 6 years

 7. Outline the advantages that Port Jackson had over Botany Bay.
 8. Identify four main challenges facing the early years of the settlement.

Apply your understanding

 9. Describe the scene in SOURCE 1 Evaluate the effectiveness of the intention to make an example of those 
being hanged.

 10. Using SOURCE 4 as a reference, make a list of reasons why conditions on a hulk were so unpleasant.
 11. What were the main changes in the justice system that occurred in England during the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries?
 12. Explain the short-term effects of the American Revolution on the transportation of English convicts.
 13. How valuable do you think SOURCE 2 is for those studying this topic? Explain.
 14. Examine SOURCE 3 carefully and answer the following questions.
 a. What information about the convicts is provided in the report?
 b. What other sources could help us gain a broader understanding of what happened to these convicts?
 c. Identify the limitations of this source that might be revealed by your answer to the previous question.
 d. Identify and describe the location of the following figures in the painting: convict rebels; British soldiers; 

execution of rebels.
 e. How accurate might this source be in presenting the events of the battle at Vinegar Hill? Explain.

 15. Is it possible to determine whether SOURCES 6 and 8 are primary or secondary sources? If you are unsure, 
what other information could help you decide?

 16. Describe the major changes to the early settlement between 1788 and 1792.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 6, 9, 14

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 5, 7, 10, 11, 15

LEVEL 3
Questions 
4, 8, 12, 13, 16

Resources

Video eLesson Australia (1750-1918) Colonisation and conflict (eles-2395)
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19.9  Convict life

19.9.1 Convicts turned good
The penal settlement at Sydney Cove was isolated 
from other European settlements and, as a result, 
made a unique open-air prison. Surrounded by a 
seemingly endless, alien and menacing wilderness, 
chains and walls were scarcely needed. Nonetheless, 
the convicts were under no illusions that they were 
anything other than prisoners in this new settlement.

Convicts with skills such as carpentry were put to 
work building the new town and those that grew 
around it. Many convict-built buildings still stand in 
Sydney today. Projects such as the Great North Road, 
which runs between Sydney and Newcastle, were also built using convict labour. Working conditions for most 
convicts were harsh, made worse by the hot, dry climate, so different to what they were used to in England.

Few convicts returned to England after their sentence was completed. Financial assistance from the government 
was unlikely, as the point of transportation in the first place was to be rid of them. The cost of the return 
journey was beyond the vast majority of freed convicts 
and so they remained in Australia. Some convicts made a 
good life for themselves. Mary Reibey, for example, was 
transported for seven years for stealing a horse. She worked 
as a maid in New South Wales and was allowed to marry. 
After serving out her sentence she became a respected and 
very wealthy businesswoman. Today she is featured on the 
Australian $20 note.

Another example of a successful convict was the architect 
Francis Greenway. Transported for forgery, in the colony 
he used his creative talents to design government buildings. 
Some of these buildings, such as the graceful Hyde Park 
Barracks (see SOURCE 2), can still be seen today.

19.9.2 Secondary punishment
Unfortunately, for every Mary Reibey or Francis Greenway there were many others for whom the convict life 
was a living hell. Those judged to be unmanageable or defiant might be sent to even more isolated places of 
secondary punishment. The most notorious of these were on Norfolk Island and at Port Arthur in Van Diemen’s 
Land (Tasmania).

Norfolk Island was characterised by brutal physical punishment. Lying 1700 kilometres off the coast of 
New South Wales, escape from this small, isolated island was practically impossible. Floggings and beatings 
were commonplace and convicts were worked beyond the point of exhaustion. There was no effort to reform 
prisoners sent to Norfolk Island — this was a place of punishment, not rehabilitation. Following a mutiny 
in 1834 a clergyman was sent to comfort those convicts sentenced to death. In an illustration of how terrible 

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe convicts’ experiences in the colonies and the changes 
that occurred as free settlers arrived, and governors came and went.

SOURCE 1  Mary Reibey, an ex-convict, now 
appears on the Australian $20 note.

SOURCE 2  Hyde Park Barracks in Sydney. 
This building was designed by the convict 
architect Francis Greenway.
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Norfolk Island was, the minister recorded that ‘each man who 
heard his reprieve wept bitterly, and each man who heard 
of his condemnation to death went down on his knees and 
thanked God’. Eventually the penal settlement on Norfolk 
Island was closed down, partly due to the notoriety of the 
conditions.

Port Arthur, on the other hand, was a new type of prison. 
Established as a penal settlement in 1833, here psychological 
punishment took precedence over physical brutality. Like 
Norfolk Island, this was a place to send convicts who 
reoffended while serving their sentence. Convicts spent long 
periods in isolation at Port Arthur. Out of isolation, they wore 
hoods so that they could not recognise anyone and they in 
turn could not be recognised. Even the chapel building was 
designed so that the convicts could not see each other when they removed their hoods for worship (see SOURCE 

5). The aim was to enforce anonymity and take away any sense of individuality. At the time this was thought to 
be a more effective rehabilitation technique than purely physical punishment.

Over the 80 years from 1788 until the last convicts arrived in 1868, approximately 160 000 convicts were 
transported to the Australian colonies.

SOURCE 3  Pinchgut Island in Sydney 
Harbour was one of the earliest sites of 
secondary punishment.

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1828 a census was taken in New South Wales to record the inhabitants of the colony, both convict and free. 
The Aboriginal population was not included. The census found that half the non-Aboriginal population were 
convicts and that former convicts made up nearly half of the free non-Aboriginal population. In 1828, then, about 
75 per cent of the settler population of New South Wales either were, or had been, convicts!

SOURCE 4  Many convicts marked 
themselves with intricate or detailed 
tattoos, possibly in an effort to regain 
some degree of individuality after having 
been reduced to a number. Ironically, one 
convict who managed to escape was 
recaptured when a constable recognised 
him, not by his face, but by his distinctive 
tattoo.

SOURCE 5  The chapel at Port Arthur prison. Even here 
the convicts would not be able to see each other from their 
individual booths.
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SOURCE 6  Prisoners in the exercise yard wearing hoods for anonymity. This was a depiction of Pentonville 
prison in London, a prison run with the same philosophy as Port Arthur. The illustration was published in 1862.

DISCUSS

In groups, discuss the difference between punishment and rehabilitation. Consider the attitude in England during 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and discuss the extent to which you feel a sentence of transportation 
was intended purely as punishment.

In the modern world, is it an acceptable argument that sometimes punishment of a criminal is more important 
than rehabilitation? In your group, share and summarise your thoughts.
 General capability: Ethical understanding

19.9 ACTIVITY

Investigate and consider the significance of the role Mary Reibey played in the establishment of the settlement in 
Sydney. Do you think her image should appear on the $20 note? Write a paragraph outlining your views.
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching 
 History concept: Significance

int-6683

Resources

Interactivity Secondary punishment (int-6683)
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19.9 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. What made Sydney Cove a unique open-air prison?
 2. Make a list of eight occupations that would have been useful in the new European settlement in New South 

Wales.
 3. Describe the key difference between the Norfolk Island and Port Arthur prisons.
 4. Explain why the Norfolk Island prison closed down.
 5. Use the words provided to fill the gaps and complete the paragraph below.

Mary Reibey carpenter architect Arthur Norfolk

Francis 
Greenway

businesswoman minister government

$20 note Pinchgut Island Reserve 
Bank

$50 note

Some freed convicts made good lives for themselves. ____________________, for example, became a highly 
regarded ____________________, and designed many ____________________ buildings. ____________________ 
became a successful ____________________ whose image is now featured on the ____________________.

Apply your understanding

 6. Describe the scene in SOURCE 6. What do you think is the purpose of the hoods the prisoners are wearing?
 7. Given the image presented in SOURCE 6, how reasonable is it to suggest that tattoos such as the one in 

SOURCE 4 were worn to maintain some individuality? Explain your thoughts.
 8. Discuss the suggestion that, for some convicts, being transported was ‘the best thing that could have 

happened to them’. Use at least one specific example to support or challenge the statement.
 9. Describe the changes in types of secondary punishment in New South Wales over the course of the 

nineteenth century.
 10. How important was convict labour to the establishment of the New South Wales colony? Use examples to 

explain your ideas.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
2, 5, 6

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 3, 7, 8

LEVEL 3
Questions 
4, 9, 10
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19.10  Social unrest and protest

19.10.1 Social unrest, protests and riots
As the industrial and agricultural revolutions progressed, many factory, mine and farm workers were 
dissatisfied with their working conditions. Initially this materialised as protests and even riots, but as the 
nineteenth century progressed, workers began to organise into unions to work towards improvements in their 
working lives.

The social upheaval resulting from the agricultural and industrial changes led to a number of protest 
movements by ordinary working people in the early nineteenth century.

The Luddites
Many skilled artisans of the old cottage 
textile industry felt that the use of 
machines in factories had robbed them 
of their livelihood. Between 1811 and 
1817, groups of these workers protested 
by destroying the new machines. 
They were known as Luddites, after 
their probably fictitious leader, King 
Ned Ludd. In 1811 more than 1000 
industrial machines were smashed. 
Between 1812 and 1813, 14 Luddites 
were executed and many more were 
transported to the colonies for life.

Peterloo Massacre
The most infamous incident of this 
period was known as the Peterloo 
Massacre. In August 1819 a group 
of around 50 000 protesters gathered 
peacefully at St Peter’s Fields near 
Manchester to demand economic and 
political reform. They were attacked 
by mounted troops; 15 were killed and 
more than 600 seriously wounded. Incidents such as this helped awaken many to the social problems that had 
arisen from the agricultural and industrial revolutions.

19.10.2 Trade unions
Trade unions had first developed as associations of people who worked in similar 
trades. They had very little impact until the growth of factories brought large numbers 
of workers together in one place. Employers in these factories were opposed to the 
formation of unions that might have campaigned for improved wages or working 
conditions. They convinced Parliament to pass laws severely restricting union activity.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain why protests about terrible working conditions and 
violations of human rights occurred, and how they developed into a well-organised reform movement.

SOURCE 1  This nineteenth-century artwork depicts Luddites 
smashing power looms in a cotton mill.

Luddites    a group of protesters 
who expressed their opposition 
to industrialisation by smashing 
factory machines
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The Combination Acts
In 1799 and 1800 Parliament passed the Combination Acts, which effectively banned workers from combining 
to form unions. The Combination Acts were repealed in 1824, but a series of strikes led to the passing of the 
Combination Act of 1825. This allowed unions to bargain with employers over wages and hours of work, but 
banned them from using strike action.

The Chartists
The right to vote for the election of members of the British Parliament had always been restricted to men who 
owned property worth a relatively substantial value. This meant that the majority of men could not vote, and 
that no women could vote. In the period after the end of the Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815), many groups were 
formed to promote the idea of making the vote more democratic. The meeting that led to the Peterloo Massacre 
was an example of these campaigns.

In 1832, the Parliament passed the Reform Act, which lowered the value of the property that a voter was 
required to own, and allowed tenant farmers paying rent above a certain level to vote. In the minds of many 
people this did not go far enough. When the Poor Law Amendment Act was 
passed in 1834, it further angered many people, because it was seen to be 
punishing people who had no voting rights.

In 1836 a group of tradesmen formed the London Working Men’s 
Association. Its leaders, William Lovett and Henry Hetherington, had been 
active in promoting greater rights for the working class. Hetherington had 
printed a number of newspapers promoting universal adult male suffrage.

SOURCE 2  An 1819 cartoon depicting the Peterloo Massacre. The officer is calling to his men: ‘Remember, the 
more you kill, the less Poor Rates you’ll have to pay, so go to it, lads, show your courage and your loyalty!’

repeal    withdrawal of a law or set of laws 
by Parliament

strikes    attempts by employees to put 
pressure on their employer by refusing to 
work

suffrage    the right to vote
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In 1838 the association published its People’s Charter, which set out six aims. These were:
 1. the vote for all men over the age of 21
 2. secret ballot at elections
 3. no property qualification for members of parliament
 4. payment of members of parliament, so that standing for parliament was not restricted to the rich
 5. equal-sized electorates, so that each vote had equal value
 6. annual elections for parliament.
Supporters of the People’s Charter became known as Chartists. A number of large public meetings were then 
held in various parts of England, Wales and Scotland, supporting the aims of the charter. These meetings were 
attended by many thousands of working-class people.

In 1839 the Chartists presented a petition signed by 1.3 million working people, but the parliament refused 
to hear the petition. Protest marches were held throughout the country, some of which were met with armed 
troops. Some Chartist leaders were arrested, and Lovett himself spent a year in prison. In 1842 large numbers 
of workers went on strike in support of improved wages and the principles contained in the People’s Charter. 
Many were arrested and more than fifty Chartists were sentenced to transportation to the Australian colonies. 
All six aims of the charter, except for annual elections, were eventually adopted within Britain, and have 
formed the basis for democratic government in many countries around the world.

The Tolpuddle Martyrs
In 1834, six farm labourers in the village of Tolpuddle in 
Dorset were arrested for swearing an oath of loyalty to their 
union, the Friendly Society of Agricultural Labourers. It was 
no longer illegal to belong to a union, so they were prosecuted 
under an obscure law relating to the swearing of oaths. They 
were sentenced to seven years’ transportation to Van Diemen’s 
Land. Outraged public opinion and the presentation of a 
huge petition to Parliament led to their being pardoned in 
1836. They became an important symbol of the right of free 
association for workers.

The New Model Trade Unions
In the 1850s groups of skilled tradesmen set up their own 
unions, beginning with the Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
in 1851. These unions provided members with a wide range of services, such as sickness benefits. They 
attracted strong support and soon became a model for other worker groups. Consisting largely of skilled 
tradesmen, these unions tended to be quite conservative and concentrated on negotiation with employers, rather 
than strike action. This helped make unions more ‘respectable’ in the eyes of many.

Improved legal status
In response to the growth of unions, in 1867 Parliament set up a royal commission to investigate trade unions. 
The commission found that most ‘new model’ unions served a useful social purpose and should have legal 
status. The Trade Union Act of 1871 gave unions many of the same legal rights as businesses, including the 
right to own property. In 1875, unions in Britain gained the legal right to bargain on behalf of their members, 
including the right to strike.

DID YOU KNOW?

British Chartism clearly influenced the Eureka Rebellion at Ballarat, Victoria in 1854; the miners’ demands were 
inspired by Chartist ideals. The first president of the Ballarat Reform League was Welsh-born Chartist John 
Basson Humffray, and Reform League members Henry Holyoake and Thomas Kennedy had both been active 
Chartists in England.

SOURCE 3  More than 50 000 trade union 
members gathered on 21 April 1834 in 
Copenhagen Fields (outside London) to 
present a petition to the Prime Minister in 
support of the Tolpuddle Martyrs.
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19.10.3 Abolition of slavery
Many of the people who supported the institution of slavery argued it was an effective way to introduce 
Christianity, the values of civilisation and the virtue of hard work to those under its control. This made it 
difficult for opponents of slavery to have their voices heard. But over time ideas and values began to change. 
It was through the relentless efforts of a core of committed people that the Atlantic slave trade was eventually 
outlawed.

Supporters of slavery in the US argued that it was essential to the economy of the southern states. Despite its 
being banished in most northern states from 1787, the southern states stubbornly resisted abolition. Reformers 
spoke patiently at meeting after meeting about the terrible facts of the slave trade. They presented petitions and 
lobbied politicians to support their cause.

In 1772 a test case heard in England addressed the fate of a runaway slave named James Somersett. An 
English reformer, Granville Sharp, argued that under English law all men are free, and the Chief Justice, Lord 
Mansfield, agreed with him. The Mansfield Judgement declared slavery to be illegal 
in England and Wales. Although there was still much to be done to eliminate slavery 
completely, this case is considered to be an important early step on the road to 
abolition.

19.10.4 The movement gains momentum
Fifteen years after the Mansfield Judgement, the abolitionist Thomas Clarkson formed the Society for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. Its emblem, shown in SOURCE 5, was a kneeling, shackled slave with the words 
‘Am I not a man and a brother?’ around him. Many supporters of slavery, who certainly did not think of slaves 
as brothers, were incensed by the suggestion. They maintained that ending slavery would bring about economic 

SOURCE 4  The British Parliament debates slavery.

abolition    the end of legal 
acceptance of slavery
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ruin. This claim was challenged by a young economist, Adam Smith, who 
argued that it cost more to feed and house a slave than to employ a free 
man to do the same work.

At about the same time as the Mansfield Judgement, a young English 
member of Parliament named William Wilberforce began to campaign 
against slavery. As a close friend of Prime Minister William Pitt, 
Wilberforce became a pivotal force in the abolition movement. He knew 
that many politicians in England still did not care about the fate of African 
slaves overseas, so instead he focused on the terrible conditions that British 
sailors endured in maintaining the trade. In 1807 the British Parliament 
finally passed a Bill abolishing the trading of slaves in British territories. 
This did not make it illegal to own slaves, only to buy new ones. It wasn’t 
until 1833 that all slaves in the British Empire were freed.

19.10.5 Abolition in America
Despite abolition in Britain, the southern plantation states of the United States still clung to slavery. The plight 
of slaves was highlighted in 1852 with the publication of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
The stories of runaway slaves who escaped to the north with the help of the ‘Underground Railroad’ — a 
secret network of sympathisers — increased calls for abolition. One such escapee was Frederick Douglass, 
who became a famous orator and statesman who worked tirelessly for the abolition cause.

On 1 January 1863 President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that all slaves 
in the United States were ‘henceforth and forever free’. There is no doubt that it was a political as much as a 
moral decision. Lincoln knew that because the country was in the middle of a bitter civil war between northern 
and southern states, it would be almost impossible to enforce. However, it was an important step towards 
ending slavery, and two years later, at war’s end, the Thirteenth Amendment to the US Constitution allowed 
‘neither slavery nor involuntary servitude’ in the United States. All slaves were now free. But laws alone 
cannot change how people think, and life for many freed slaves remained harsh. Even today African Americans 
face much disadvantage.

SOURCE 5  The emblem of 
the Society for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade

SOURCE 6  A quote from Frederick Douglass, 1852

What to the slave is the 4th of July?

DID YOU KNOW?

The American Civil War was fought between 1861 and 1865 over a range of issues. Among them, the issue of 
slavery has become the most famous. During the war more than 150 000 freed slaves served in the Union army 
against the southern states that supported slavery. The most famous unit was the 54th Massachusetts Regiment, 
commanded by Robert Gould Shaw. The volunteer soldiers of the regiment were recruited by white abolitionists. 
The story of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment was the subject of the 1989 film Glory.

19.10 ACTIVITY

Choose one of the following people to conduct further research on: Frederick Douglass, John Newton, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Nat Turner, John Brown, Harriet Tubman. Evaluate their significance to the abolitionist cause 
using the criteria of importance, profundity, quantity, durability and relevance.
 HASS skills: Questioning and researching 
 History concept: Significance 
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19.10 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Summarise the origins and beliefs of the Luddites.
 2. What was the effect of the Peterloo Massacre on attitudes to social problems that had arisen from the 

Industrial Revolution?
 3. Why were factory owners opposed to the formation of unions?
 4. Explain the issues that led to the formation of the London Working Men’s Association.
 5. Identify the six demands included in the People’s Charter of 1838.
 6. Which social group did the main support for the charter come from?
 7. What was the response of the British government at the time to the demands of the Chartists?
 8. Why were the Tolpuddle Martyrs transported as convicts to Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) in 1834?
 9. Explain the meaning of the word ‘abolition’.
 10. Why did the southern states resist the abolition of slavery?

Apply your understanding

 11. Examine SOURCE 1. Do you think the artist here was opposed or sympathetic to Luddites? Support your 
answer with evidence from the source.

 12. Identify three features of SOURCE 2 that tell us that the artist was opposed to the actions taken by the troops 
in the Peterloo Massacre.

 13. Consider SOURCE 3.
 a. What does it tell us about the nature of the protest against the Tolpuddle Martyrs' punishment?
 b. Why would an artist regard the Tolpuddle Martyrs protest as an important event to document?

 14. To what extent do you believe that the development of the People’s Charter in 1838 was a major turning 
point in both British and Australian history? Give reasons for your answer.

 15. Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘Am I not a man and a brother?’
 16. Independence Day in the United States is celebrated on 4 July. It marks the day the Declaration of 

Independence from Britain was signed by the first thirteen colonies. Consider the quote in SOURCE 6. What 
did Frederick Douglass mean by ‘What to the slave is the 4th of July?'

 17. Summarise the short- and long-term effects of the Mansfield Judgement on the abolition of slavery.
 18. Why do you think stories such as Uncle Tom’s Cabin helped the abolition cause even though they may have 

been fictional?
 19. Why would it have been almost impossible to enforce the Emancipation Proclamation?
 20. Look at SOURCE 4 and suggest why it took a long time for the British Parliament to make a decision to 

abolish slavery.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 11, 20

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3–5, 12, 13, 16, 17

LEVEL 3
Questions 
7, 8, 14, 15, 18, 19
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19.11  The growth in ideas

19.11.1 Economic ideas
The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries had been a period of great intellectual growth in Britain and Europe. 
The Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth century saw great advances in physics, mathematics, chemistry 
and biology. For the first time, scientists began to draw conclusions from experimentation and observation of 
the world around them, instead of simply accepting religious explanations. In the eighteenth century, the period 
known as the Enlightenment saw a challenge to traditional views of the structure of society and the role of 
religion, and asserted the rights of individuals to participate as equals, no matter what their social status. The 
willingness to question existing beliefs and to formulate new philosophies continued into the nineteenth century.

Many of the new ideas related to the operation of the economy, overturning the traditional feudal approach that 
still operated throughout much of Europe.

Capitalism
A belief in the ability of individuals to create wealth through their own entrepreneurship was central to the 
ideas of capitalism. These principles were strongly promoted by Adam Smith and others late in the eighteenth 
century. Central to Smith’s beliefs was the removal of excessive regulation of business, so that all businesses 
were free to compete in open markets. He believed that if all individuals were free to pursue their own self-
interest, this would lead to a better and wealthier society for all individuals. He described this as ‘the invisible 
hand’ that improves society, even though none of the individuals participating may have had this as their main 
aim (see SOURCE 1). Central to the belief in capitalism was a belief in competition. By competing against 
each other, businesses that charged the lowest prices would attract more customers, and therefore be the most 
successful. Lower prices would be the social benefit that would flow from this competition. By the end of the 
nineteenth century, capitalism had become the predominant economic theory of Britain, Europe, the United 
States, and most of the industrialised world.

Socialism
Opposed to capitalism were the ideas of socialism. There were many influential socialist thinkers in the nineteenth 
century. They shared a belief in greater economic and political equality. They believed this could be achieved 
only by workers owning and running enterprises collectively or by the state owning these enterprises on their 
behalf. The British reformer Robert Owen held strong socialist ideals. Another significant proponent of socialism 
was Karl Marx, a nineteenth-century German philosopher. Marx believed that history was shaped by struggles 
between social classes. He predicted that revolutions throughout Europe would 
completely change societies. As the Industrial Revolution proceeded, those who 
had nothing but their ability to work — the proletariat — would overthrow the 
bourgeoisie. The workers would then create a socialist society in which wealth 
would be shared fairly. Marx thought that socialism would eventually lead to a 
stage of even greater equality that he called ‘communism’ (see SOURCE 2).

SOURCE 1  Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776

By preferring the support of domestic to that of foreign industry, he intends only his own security; and by 
directing that industry in such a manner as its produce may be of the greatest value, he intends only his own 
gain, and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was no part of 
his intention. Nor is it always the worse for the society that it was no part of it. By pursuing his own interest he 
frequently promotes that of the society more effectually than when he really intends to promote it.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe the new ideas in science, economics, politics and 
national identity that emerged during the Industrial Revolution.

proletariat    the working class, especially 
industrial wage earners

bourgeoisie    capitalist middle classes; 
the owners of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange — factories, 
shipping, banks and other businesses
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Imperialism
Imperialism was the theory behind the expansion of European empires, particularly during the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. Instead of simply trading with foreign countries, an empire could be created by 
conquering those countries and taking control of their resources. Britain had been able to accelerate its 
industrial growth through the expansion of its empire, which gave it access to a range of raw materials. This 
served as a model for other European countries during the nineteenth century. In particular, Britain, France, 
Belgium, Germany and Italy expanded their empires into Africa during the latter half of the nineteenth century, 
so that by the beginning of the twentieth century, the African continent had been almost completely divided up 
between the European powers (see SOURCE 3).
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SOURCE 3  European imperial territories in Africa, 1914

SOURCE 2  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto, 1848

Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly 
facing each other — the bourgeoisie and proletariat … The Communists … openly declare that their ends can 
only be attained by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a 
Communist revolution. The proletariat have nothing to lose but their chains. They have the world to win. Working 
men of all countries unite!
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19.11.2 Political ideas
Traditional European feudal society had been divided into strict social classes. At the top were royalty and 
the aristocracy, who owned most of the land, and who passed on their land and titles to their offspring. Then 
there was the middle class: the tradespeople, artisans and businesspeople. At the bottom were the lower 
class, the vast numbers of peasants who worked the land for the aristocracy. As Britain industrialised, large 
numbers of these peasants moved to the towns and became industrial workers. The higher up you were in the 
social classes, the more power and wealth you held. During the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century, this 
structure and power imbalance came to be challenged by a number of writers. From 1789 onwards in France, 
this social structure was completely overthrown by the French Revolution.

Egalitarianism
Egalitarianism was the belief that all people are created equal and should all have equal rights. It was an idea 
proposed by many European writers and philosophers during the eighteenth-century Enlightenment and was 
completely at odds with the traditional division of the population into strict social classes with unequal rights 
and power. Americans such as Benjamin Franklin had visited Europe and been inspired by many of the ideas 
of the Enlightenment. Principles of egalitarianism were the foundation of the United States Declaration of 
Independence in 1776 (see SOURCE 4), even though equality was not granted to slaves at that time.

SOURCE 4  United States Declaration of Independence, 1776

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to  
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of  
the governed …

SOURCE 5  National Constituent Assembly of France: Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789

Article I — Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions can be founded only on the 
common good.

Article II — The goal of any political association is the conservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of 
man. These rights are liberty, property, safety and resistance against oppression.

Article III — The principle of any sovereignty resides essentially in the Nation. No body, no individual can exert 
authority which does not emanate expressly from it.

Article IV — Liberty consists of doing anything which does not harm others: thus, the exercise of the natural 
rights of each man has only those borders which assure other members of the society the enjoyment of these 
same rights. These borders can be determined only by the law.

Article V — The law has the right to forbid only actions harmful to society. Anything which is not forbidden by the 
law cannot be impeded, and no one can be constrained to do what it does not order.

Article VI — The law is the expression of the general will. All the citizens have the right of contributing personally 
or through their representatives to its formation. It must be the same for all, either that it protects, or that it 
punishes. All the citizens, being equal in its eyes, are equally admissible to all public dignities, places and 
employments, according to their capacity and without distinction other than that of their virtues and of their 
talents.

Resources

Interactivity European imperial territories in Africa, 1914 (int-5618)

788 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 9 for WA Second Edition

c19TheIndustrialRevolutionTheImpactOnPeople.indd   788 9/2/2020   11:46:36 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Egalitarianism was also at the heart of the French Revolution. The delegates to the National Constituent 
Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen in August 1789 (see SOURCE 5).  
This document enshrined the ideals of egalitarianism for all citizens, including an equal right to elect 
representatives to make laws. Ideas of egalitarianism strongly influenced reformers like Robert Owen, the 
Chartists and many socialist writers such as Marx and Engels.

Nationalism
Nationalism developed as a doctrine during the French Revolution. Prior to this time, loyalty by inhabitants of a 
country was directed towards the king or a similar monarch. Soldiers fought for the monarch rather than for the 
broader concept of the ‘nation’. Article III of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen states that: 
‘The principle of any sovereignty resides essentially in the Nation. No body, no individual can exert authority 
which does not emanate expressly from it’ (see SOURCE 5). This changed the focus of loyalty from the King 
to that of the ‘Nation’. When France found itself at war against other European powers in 1793, it introduced 
a form of conscription called the levée en masse, in which all French citizens were to devote all their energies 
to the defence of the nation (see SOURCE 6). Nationalist ideas also spread from France in unintended ways. In 
lands conquered by French armies during the Revolutionary Wars, other groups discovered a sense of national 
identity as they resisted French rule. This was even more marked during the wars waged by the French Emperor 
Napoleon Bonaparte, who seized absolute power in 1804 and ruled France until his defeat in 1815.

Following the defeat of Napoleon, the old European empires were restored. One of these was the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, even though it contained peoples of many nationalities including the Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, 
Romanians, Croatians, Bosnians and Italians. Nationalism continued to cause unrest in many parts of Europe. 
Nationalists in the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires wanted the right to form their own nations. Greece 
won autonomy from the Ottoman Empire in 1829. Belgium became independent from the Netherlands two years 
later. In 1848, nationalist revolutions broke out in many parts of Europe, although these were not successful 
and most failed within twelve months. Among Italians and Germans in their many states, there were those who 
wanted to create one Italy and one Germany. Italy achieved national unity in 1870 and Germany in 1871.

19.11.3 Scientific ideas
The scientific developments of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were seen by many as a challenge to the 
authority of the Christian religion in Europe. Many people still believed in the literal interpretation of the Bible, 
that God had created the Earth and all life in seven days, and that all human beings were descended from Adam 
and Eve. The discoveries and publications of Charles Darwin were to challenge these fundamental beliefs.

Darwinism
Charles Darwin was a naturalist who, aboard the HMS Beagle, sailed around the world between 1831 and 
1836. On his travels, he began to notice variations and similarities between different animals, plants and birds, 
and came to the conclusion that some species may have changed over time. In his journals he suggested that life 
may have evolved over time to adapt to changing environmental circumstances. 
Those organisms that adapted best were most likely to survive and continue to 
breed and produce offspring. This theory was described as the ‘survival of the 
fittest’, and it proposed that only the strongest/most adaptable would survive 
because the others would not be able to compete with them.

SOURCE 6  Declaration of the French National Convention, 23 August 1793

From this moment until such time as its enemies shall have been driven from the soil of the Republic, all 
Frenchmen are in permanent requisition for the services of the armies. The young men shall fight; the married 
men shall forge arms and transport provisions; the women shall make tents and clothes and shall serve in the 
hospitals; the children shall turn old lint into linen; the old men shall betake themselves to the public squares in 
order to arouse the courage of the warriors and preach hatred of kings and the unity of the Republic.

naturalist    a term once used to describe 
a scientist who studies plants and 
animals. Today such a person would be 
called a biologist.
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In 1859, Darwin published On the Origin of Species, in which he laid out his theory of evolution through 
natural selection. He proposed that genetic variations in all plants and animal species led some to be more 
successful than others, and that this continuous process had produced the wide variety of different species we 
see around the world today. His 1871 book, The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex, set out his 
view that humans were descended from an ape-like creature. Darwin’s theories were very controversial at the 
time and became known as ‘Darwinism’.

Religious responses to Darwinism
Darwin’s theories of evolution directly contradicted the Christian churches’ teachings about the creation of the 
world and life within it. The reaction of religious groups to Darwin’s theories varied considerably. Leaders of 
more conservative churches dismissed his theories completely and refused to accept anything other than the 
literal interpretation of the Biblical creation story. Liberal church leaders claimed the mechanism of evolution 
as the means by which God had created life and saw no inconsistency between Darwin’s theory and their own 
beliefs. While the scientific community accepts the general principles of Darwin’s approach, the theory of 
evolution remains controversial to this day. There are still some Christian groups that only accept the Biblical 
creation story.

SOURCE 7  Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species, 1859

As many more individuals of each species are born than can possibly survive; and as, consequently, there is 
a frequently recurring struggle for existence, it follows that any being, if it vary however slightly in any manner 
profitable to itself, under the complex and sometimes varying conditions of life, will have a better chance of 
surviving, and thus be naturally selected. From the strong principle of inheritance, any selected variety will tend to 
propagate its new and modified form.

SOURCE 8  Many cartoonists made fun of Charles Darwin and his theories. This cartoon was published in 
Punch magazine in 1882.
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19.11 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. In what way did Adam Smith believe that society as a whole would benefit from the efforts of entrepreneurs?
 2. In what ways were the beliefs of socialists completely opposed to those of capitalists?
 3. What did Karl Marx believe would ultimately happen in industrialised European countries?
 4. How did the British Empire provide a model for other European countries to follow as they became industrialised?
 5. How did imperialism impact on the African continent in the second half of the nineteenth century?
 6. Explain and give two examples of the key principles of egalitarianism.
 7. Explain how the concept of nationalism developed in France during the French Revolution.
 8. How were nationalist ideas spread to other European countries?
 9. Name four countries created as a result of nationalist sentiment in Europe during the nineteenth century.
 10. What experience did Charles Darwin have that led him to develop his ideas about the ‘survival of the fittest’?

Apply your understanding

 11. Explain Adam Smith’s concept of the ‘invisible hand’ as referred to in SOURCE 1, and give an example of 
how it might work.

 12. Describe what sort of action Marx and Engels were promoting in SOURCE 2.
 13. Examine SOURCE 3. Identify two areas in Africa that were not controlled by European powers.
 14. According to SOURCE 3, which European countries had the largest areas of Africa under colonial control?
 15. Explain what is meant by the following sentence in SOURCE 4: ‘Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed …’.
 16. Identify the wording in SOURCE 5 that directly negates the idea of different social classes having different 

rights and privileges.
 17. Prior to 1789, the law in France consisted largely of decisions made exclusively by the king and his advisors. 

Describe how Article VI in SOURCE 5 directly opposes this idea of royal lawmaking power.
 18. Examine SOURCE 6. In what ways was this declaration designed to appeal to the national loyalty sentiments 

of French citizens at the time?
 19. Explain what Darwin meant by the term ‘naturally selected’ in SOURCE 7.
 20. Identify what is being suggested by the cartoon in SOURCE 8.
 21. How did theories of nationalism affect Europe during the nineteenth century?
 22. Why would the principles of egalitarianism have led to a major change in any European country in which 

they were introduced?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13

LEVEL 2
Questions 
2, 3, 4, 5, 14, 15, 16

LEVEL 3
Questions 
6, 7, 8, 9, 17–22

Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
 • Making a better world? > Egalitarianism: the French Revolution
 • Making a better world? > Egalitarianism: the American Revolution
 • Making a better world? > Capitalism and socialism
 • Making a better world? > Darwinism
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: Napoleon Bonaparte
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: The Congress of Vienna
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: Italy and Germany
 • Making a better world? > Imperialism: the Boer War

Explore more with
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19.12  Reformers and progress

19.12.1 Influential reformers
The early years of the Industrial Revolution were marked by appalling working and living conditions for 
factory and mine workers. Many prominent citizens became concerned about the conditions experienced by 
ordinary working people and actively sought to bring about change. Improvements began to be introduced 
during the nineteenth century, with laws passed to protect workers and improve living conditions often being 
the result of determined campaigning by these prominent individuals.

Robert Owen
Robert Owen bought a share in the New Lanark cotton mills in Scotland in 1800 and managed them for the 
next 25 years. Owen disagreed with the widespread attitude among factory owners that workers had to be 
paid low wages and treated poorly to ensure the biggest profits. He stopped employing children under 10 in 
his factories, provided schooling for the younger children and limited the working hours for children over 
10 so they could also attend school. He provided clean, comfortable housing as well as a pleasant working 
environment for his workers. His business was very successful and he travelled all around Britain promoting 
his ideas.

SOURCE 1  At Robert Owen’s New Lanark mill, education, including dancing classes, was provided to children.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to outline the key ideas of great nineteenth-century human-rights 
reformers.
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Lord Ashley (later the Earl of Shaftesbury)
As a member of Parliament, Lord Ashley promoted the passing of laws to improve the working conditions of 
ordinary working people. He was responsible for introducing some of the Factory Acts that restricted the use of 
child labour in textile mills. He supported the Mines Act of 1842 that outlawed the employment of women and 
young children in coalmines (see subtopic 3.4). Lord Ashley was also responsible for setting up the first free 
schools for poor children.

Edwin Chadwick
Edwin Chadwick was a lawyer who initially became involved in both Poor Law reform and the issue of 
child labour in the early 1830s. As a member of the Poor Law Commission he was largely responsible for 
the provisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. He also contributed to a government report that 
recommended reductions in working hours for children in factories. Many of his ideas were included in the 
Factory Act of 1833. In 1842 he published a report on the unsanitary living conditions of the working classes 
in the overcrowded towns and cities. He became a strong campaigner for clean water supplies and proper 
sewerage systems to improve levels of public health.

19.12.2 Factory reform
During the nineteenth century Parliament passed a number of Factory Acts, most of which were designed to 
restrict the employment of women and children in factories, and to limit the number of hours that could be 
worked in a day.

SOURCE 2  Factory reform

Factory Act 1819 — Limited the hours worked by children to a maximum of 12 per day
Factory Act 1833 — Banned employment of children under 9 and limited 10–13-year-olds to a 48-hour week in 

the textiles industry. To enforce this rule, factory inspectors were introduced (although there 
were initially only four inspectors for all of England).

Factory Act 1844 — Reduced the maximum working hours for women to 12 hours per day
Ten Hour Act 1847 — Reduced maximum working hours for women and children to 10 hours per day
Factory Act 1850 — Prohibited women and children from working in a factory before 6 am or after 6 pm
Factory Act 1874 — Set a maximum of 56.5 hours of work per week for all workers

19.12.3 Public health reform
Edwin Chadwick’s Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Population of Great Britain in 1842 
highlighted the need to improve the living conditions of the poor in major towns and cities. Progress took years 
to achieve. In some parts of Britain, improvements did not occur until well into the twentieth century.

The Public Health Act of 1848
The Central Board of Health, of which Chadwick was a member, was set up, with the power to establish local 
boards in areas where the death rate from disease was particularly high. These local authorities had the power 
to manage street cleaning, collection of refuse, supply of clean water and installation of sewerage systems. 
This system led to improvements in some towns but was not very effective across the whole country.

London sets the standard
As the largest city in Britain, London experienced particularly bad sanitation problems. In 1847 the 
Commission of Sewers was set up to remove all the cesspits and replace them with underground sewerage. By 
1865 a sewerage system had been established for all of London.
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SOURCE 3  The construction of sewers in London removed cesspits from the streets and improved sanitation.

DID YOU KNOW?

People living in crowded houses would frequently empty their toilet pot out the window, often from one or two 
storeys above the street. To warn anybody walking below, they would call out the French, Gardez l’eau! (‘Beware 
of the water!’). This came to be expressed as ‘Gardey loo!’ and is said to be the origin of the word loo as an 
alternative term for toilet.

19.12 ACTIVITY

Compare the provisions of the various Factory Acts with today’s employment standards. Give two examples of 
these Acts not going far enough to protect workers.  HASS skills: Analysing 
 History concept: Continuity and change 
 General capability: Ethical understanding

The Public Health Acts of 1872 and 1875
These laws divided the whole country into sanitary districts, setting up local health boards to control water 
supply and sewerage systems. Further laws passed at this time gave local councils the power to purchase whole 
slum districts, demolish them and replace them with improved housing, including parks and gardens.
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19.13  Emigration to Australia

19.13.1 Push and pull factors
Convicts were unwilling migrants. They were sent to Australia against their will as punishment for criminal 
convictions. As the colonies grew, they attracted free settlers — people who made a conscious decision to start 
a new life in Australia. In the eighteenth century these settlers came mainly from Europe, and they came for a 
range of different reasons.

19.12 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Outline two of the achievements of Robert Owen in improving the lives of factory workers and their children.
 2. How did Owen demonstrate that it was not necessary for factory owners to exploit their workers?
 3. How did Lord Ashley use his position as a member of Parliament to deal with issues of child labour?
 4. Describe the contribution made by Edwin Chadwick to the improvements in sanitation in England.
 5. How did the Factory Acts of 1819 and 1833 and the Ten Hour Act of 1847 affect the working hours of 

children?
 6. Which of the Factory Acts limited the number of hours that could be worked in a week?
 7. What was the role of the Central Board of Health, created by the Public Health Act of 1848?
 8. In what way did London set the standard for the rest of the country in dealing with sanitation issues?

Apply your understanding

 9. From SOURCE 1, suggest some of the classes other than dancing that might have been taught at Robert 
Owen’s New Lanark school.

 10. Do you think the artist who produced SOURCE 1 was a supporter or opponent of Owen’s ideas? Give 
reasons for your answer.

 11. SOURCE 2 indicates that initially only four factory inspectors were appointed to enforce the Factory Act of 
1833. Explain how well you think this Act would have been enforced. Give reasons for your answer.

 12. Examine SOURCE 3 and explain why the provision of an underground sewerage system can be regarded as a 
major achievement.

 13. What methods can you identify in SOURCE 3 that were used to build the sewers?
 14. What effect would you expect the improvements in sanitation to have had on population growth in Britain? 

Explain why you would come to this conclusion.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain why people chose to move from Europe to Australia and 
describe the impact that free settlement had on the early development of the Australian colonies.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 3, 6, 9, 13

LEVEL 2
Questions 
2, 4, 7, 10, 12

LEVEL 3
Questions 
5, 8, 11, 14
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The decisions of migrants to travel thousands of kilometres from their homelands in Europe to Australia  
were based on a variety of factors. There were often good reasons for them to leave home (push factors) and 
there were reasons to choose Australia as a destination (pull factors). Both these forces tended to operate at the 
same time.

Europe in the first half of 
the nineteenth century was 
an uncertain place. Wars and 
revolutions had left many people 
in desperate straits. In Britain 
the Industrial Revolution had 
made life unbearable for some. 
Unemployment, rising rents and 
taxes, and grim conditions in 
factories and in overcrowded cities 
led many to dream of a better life 
across the sea. In Scotland the 
notorious Highland Clearances 
had forced many people from 
their land, leaving them with few 
options for feeding their families 
(see SOURCE 2). In Ireland in the 
1840s the failure of the potato 
crop led to widespread starvation 
and despair.

SOURCE 1  ‘Here and there; or, emigration a remedy’, a cartoon from 
the English magazine Punch in 1848

SOURCE 2  This painting from 1865 depicts the expulsion of a family during the Highland Clearances in 
Scotland.

796 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 9 for WA Second Edition

c19TheIndustrialRevolutionTheImpactOnPeople.indd   796 9/2/2020   11:46:40 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



Until 1850 most emigrants from Europe still travelled to the United States or Canada. These countries were 
more settled and the voyage cost only a fraction of a ticket to Australia. For this reason, those who went 
to Australia often did so with government help. In order to help the colonies grow, the British government 
encouraged ‘assisted migration’ to Australia by people whose skills would be useful in the new colonies. 
Services such as carpentry and masonry were important to help build the towns and cities. However, assisted 
migrants would have no say about their place or type of employment. They had to go where they were told. 
‘Unassisted migrants’, who paid their own way, made up about one-third of migrants to Australia in the first 
half of the nineteenth century. Some of them were tradespeople who were keen to establish a business in one 
of the new towns. Others were from wealthy families who believed their money would go further in Australia 
than in Britain. Many were encouraged by the promise of government land grants and convict labour.

The level of government assistance for migration followed economic cycles. For example, during the 1830s the 
government decided to sell land rather than give it away to migrants free of charge. The money earned by the 
government was used to help fund further migration. In contrast, 1841 was a depression year for New South 
Wales. The price of wool had fallen and unemployment rose. Migrants were not encouraged in the 1840s. In 
the 1850s, however, the gold rushes resulted in massive immigration. Another depression in the 1890s brought 
immigration to an abrupt halt.

19.13.2 The voyage
For migrants travelling from England to Australia, the voyage was faster, if only slightly more comfortable, 
than for convicts. Those who could afford it paid for a private cabin, but 90 per cent of migrants had to endure 
steerage class. This was the cheapest passenger accommodation, typically at the stern of the ship. It was 
usually confined, foul-smelling and crowded, offering no privacy. Meals were simple, based around oatmeal, 
rice and the occasional meat stew, but migrants had to supply their own plates and cutlery. The tedious voyage 
could take up to four and a half months — plenty of time to wonder whether it was a good decision!

Although steerage lacked privacy and comfort, it did create a new sense of belonging for many migrants.  
With nothing but time on their hands, people from many different backgrounds mingled (see SOURCE 3).  
A blacksmith from Liverpool might find himself talking to a businessman from Edinburgh or a small farmer 
from Kent. For many migrants this was the first time they had travelled more than a few miles from their 
own village. Of course, the absence of privacy in the long weeks at sea could also leave tempers frayed, and 
tensions sometimes boiled over.

SOURCE 3  Emigrants at dinner, a scene from a migrant ship of the nineteenth century
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Safe arrival in Australia did not mean the end of the migrants’ worries. If they did not have jobs organised 
before leaving England they would have to find work, which was more of a challenge if they had arrived with 
their families. Employers did not want to support children who did not work. As the coastal towns grew and 
became crowded, migrants were sent inland to work on farms. Others moved from place to place in search of 
work. The Henty family, for example, emigrated to Australia in 1829 to breed sheep. They arrived first at the 
Swan River colony, now Perth. Finding the land poor they decided to try Van Diemen’s Land, but they missed 
out on free land grants that the government was offering there, so they moved again to the south coast of the 
Port Phillip District and established a settlement at Portland. In doing so they became the first permanent 
European settlers in what would become the state of Victoria in 1851.

19.13.3 Tyranny of distance
With family members so far away, those back in England looked forward to any news of how their loved 
ones were faring in the Australian colonies. Unlike today’s world in which emails from around the world are 
received almost instantly, letters took months to reach the other side of the world. To send a letter and receive a 
reply could take a whole year.

During the mid-eighteenth century a range of different British publications encouraged, or at times 
discouraged, migration to Australia. Books promoted emigration, highlighting the potential of the colonies as a 
migrant destination. Despite periodic negative news of economic depression and the shadow of transportation 
hanging over the colonies, many in England saw the colonies as sources of opportunity, wealth and power. 
A less-than-perfect image of the colonies would 
certainly not dissuade many of those with family 
already in Australia from wanting to make the 
journey themselves.

The vast majority of migrants who came to 
Australia in the 1800s were from the British Isles. 
They brought with them what historian Richard 
Broome calls their ‘cultural baggage’, including 
ideas about society, religion, class and gender. As 
a result, British institutions and clubs were firmly 
established in colonial Australia. At the same time, 
this cultural heritage was being influenced and 
reshaped by the new world. That new world was 
being populated more and more by people born 
in Australia, rather than those born overseas and, 
while they still considered themselves British, 
many increasingly associated themselves with the 
land in which they were born.

SOURCE 4  From a letter written by James Henty, quoted in R. Broome, The Colonial Experience, 2009

I have almost come to the conclusion that New South Wales will do more for our family than England ever will. 
What can we do with ten thousand pounds among all of us? It would be idle to suppose we can live many years 
longer on less than two hundred pounds a year, unless indeed we chose to descend many steps in the scale of 
Society, having at the same time an opportunity of doing as well and perhaps considerably better in New South 
Wales, under British Dominion and a fine climate. Immediately we get there we shall be placed in the first Rank in 
Society, a circumstance which must not be overlooked.

SOURCE 5  George Baxter’s painting from the mid-
nineteenth century News from Australia depicts a 
family in England receiving news from a loved one in 
the colonies.
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Deepen and check your understanding of this topic with related case studies and auto-marked questions.
 • Overview > Movement of peoples
 • Australia and Asia > European migration to Australia

Explore more with

19.13 ACTIVITIES

 1. Choose either the Highland Clearances or the Irish famine to investigate and analyse its causes, as well as 
its short- and long-term effects on the people of the particular country and on Australia. You may choose to 
present your response in a graphic organiser or as a short written response.  HASS skills: Analysing
 History concept: Cause and effect

 2. Think about the patterns of migration to Australia in the nineteenth century.
 a. What challenges facing migrants arriving to Australia today are similar to those faced by people who arrived in 

the nineteenth century?
 b. Are there any challenges that are different? Consider the range of nations from which migrants arrive today, 

the cultural differences, and so on.
 c. What challenges might face those who are already settled in Australia when new migrants arrive?
 d. What qualities do you think both the new migrants and the already present population would need to help 

maintain a thriving community?  History concept: Empathy
 General capability: Intercultural understanding 

19.13 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Who were the free settlers?
 A. Emancipated convicts
 B. British soldiers sent to garrison the penal settlement
 C. Officials sent from Britain to manage the colony
 D. People who chose to settle in Australia

 2. Explain the difference between ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors.
 3. Suggest two reasons (pull factors) why, up until 1850, most emigrants from Europe travelled to the United 

States or Canada rather than Australia.
 4. What sort of people did the British government encourage to migrate? Suggest why this was the case.
 5. Outline why the level of government assistance for migrants varied throughout the nineteenth century.
 6. Summarise the advantages and disadvantages of assisted migration over unassisted migration.
 7. How long might it have taken to receive a reply to a letter in the Australian colonies?
 8. Explain the term ‘cultural baggage’.

Apply your understanding

 9. Explain how realistic you think the ‘here’ and ‘there’ scenes in SOURCE 1 are.
 10. Comment on the reliability of SOURCE 1 as a historical source.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
1, 2, 7, 12

LEVEL 2
Questions 
3, 4, 9, 11, 14

LEVEL 3
Questions 
5, 6, 8, 10, 13
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19.14  The discovery of gold

19.14.1 The beginnings of a rush
In 1851 English gold prospector Edward Hargraves returned to Australia after searching for gold in California. 
He noticed that in parts of Australia the land was similar to areas where gold was discovered in California, 
and he was convinced that gold could be found in those areas too. That same year he was proved right. His 
discovery marked a turning point in Australia’s history.

Hargraves discovered gold in New South Wales in April 1851, but because news then took some months 
to travel overseas, for the first year or so the diggings were worked exclusively by local diggers or those 
from other Australian colonies. As news of the discovery spread around the colonies, people seemed to go 
crazy with excitement. In an attempt to stem the flow of people rushing to New South Wales, the Victorian 
government offered a reward for the discovery of gold close to Melbourne. Within a few months the reward 
was claimed and the hysteria only grew. Husbands left their families, shepherds their flocks. Ships were 
stranded in port when their crews deserted en masse for the diggings. Teachers, labourers, lawyers, even 
government officials and policemen made a dash for the goldfields.

From the start, the early goldfields were characterised by a sense of egalitarianism. The class system that 
dominated England had no place there. It was clear from the beginning that on the goldfields luck played a 
more important role than money or social position. Everyone had an equal chance of success if they worked 
hard. This levelling effect challenged the traditional social structure from which the diggers had sprung. Some 
people were alarmed, fearing social collapse with the lower classes challenging the traditional hierarchy. Many 
historians trace the Australian idea of the ‘fair go’ back to the goldfields. 
In SOURCE 1, a miner from Poland, Seweryn Korzelinski, describes the 
multicultural scene.

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain how and why the discovery of gold changed the  
Australian colonies.

SOURCE 1  Polish miner Seweryn Korzelinski describes the egalitarianism on the goldfields.

This society comprises men from all parts of the world, all countries and religions — all mixed into one society, 
all dressed similarly, all forced to forget their previous habits, learnings, customs, manners and occupations. 
Their outward appearance does not signify their previous importance, worth or mental attainments. A colonel 
pulls up the earth for a sailor, a lawyer wields not a pen but a spade; a priest lends a match to a Negro’s pipe; 
a doctor rests on the same heap of earth with a Chinaman; a man of letters carries a bag of earth. Many a one 
would not, a short while before, bother to look at a fellow with whom he now works. Here we are all joined by a 
common designation: digger. Only various shades of skin colour and speech denote nationality and origin, but it 
is impossible to guess previous station in life or background.

 11. Evaluate the accuracy of the image in SOURCE 3. Does it fit with what you have learned in this subtopic 
about conditions aboard migrant vessels? Explain your answer with references to the image.

 12. Use SOURCE 4 to identify:
 a. the push factors for the Henty family
 b. the pull factors for the Henty family.

 13. Consider the intention of the artist when painting the image in SOURCE 5. It was painted in the mid-
nineteenth century by an English artist Does that affect its reliability?

 14. Choose one of the migrants in SOURCE 3. Write a diary entry for part of your journey describing your 
interaction with some of the other migrants.

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

egalitarianism    equality of all people
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Yet while the diggers may have abandoned some of their customs and cultures, their prejudices often remained. 
SOURCE 2 describes what happened when Korzelinski inquired about a fellow digger’s test mineshaft.

19.14.2 Word spreads
Soon after news of the gold rushes reached England, in January 1852, the towns of Ballarat and Bendigo 
became better known than Melbourne or Adelaide. A new rush of migration followed as Britons of all classes 
decided to try their luck. The result was a population explosion in Australia that the colonies were unable 
to cope with. In the two years following the discovery of gold more people arrived in Australia than all the 
convicts who had been transported in the previous 64 years. In just one week of October 1852 nearly 8000 
people arrived in Melbourne. In four months during 1853, at a time when the population of the city was only 
23 000, 50 000 migrants landed at Melbourne’s docks.

Melbourne was unable to absorb the sea of new arrivals and a massive city of tents called ‘Canvastown’ 
was set up on the banks of the Yarra River to try to accommodate them. It was a smelly, dirty place where 
outbreaks of disease were common. The extracts in SOURCE 4 give an impression of Melbourne during the 
height of the migration rush. As more people arrived in Victoria the crime rate increased, a problem made 
worse by the fact that 80 per cent of Melbourne’s police had themselves taken off to the goldfields.

SOURCE 2  Korzelinski describes an encounter with an English miner.

The report I received was very encouraging so I went on digging. During a break a compatriot of mine passing by 
stopped for a chat. My English neighbour was listening in and came up to me later asking in what language I was 
conversing. ‘My native Polish’ I replied. My neighbour explained with a great deal of embarrassment that his test 
hadn’t shown any trace of gold and that he had misled me because he thought I was a German.

SOURCE 4   Two extracts from letters written to newspapers in 1852

Extract A Extract B

One of the most striking peculiarities here to a new 
arrival is the immense encampments that surround 
Melbourne. The vast number of tents that stud the 
open ground in every direction conveys a clear idea of 
that enormous emigration to Victoria, which requires 
the erection of canvas suburbs, where the hordes of 
adventurers may find a temporary shelter on landing, 
… before starting to the great storehouses of Mount 
Alexander and Ballarat.

People are flocking in from all countries now, and 
there is not accommodation for a tenth of them. Some 
have to sleep in sheds who never knew anything but a 
feather-bed in England. We have had very heavy rains 
lately; several people have been drowned on their way 
to and from the diggings in attempting to swim the 
creeks, as the Government does not think of putting 
any bridges where required; indeed, the people are 
beginning to murmur against the abominable way in 
which our government is carried out.

SOURCE 3   Population growth of New South Wales and Victoria throughout the gold rush period

Year New South Wales Victoria

1840 110 000  10 291

1850 189 341  76 162

1860 348 546 538 234

Source: From R. Broome, The Colonial Experience, 2009
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19.14.3 New Gold Mountain
In 1853 large numbers of Chinese men arrived on the goldfields. They would eventually account for one in 
every five miners. Those who came straight from the Californian gold rushes referred to the Victorian goldfields 
as ‘New Gold Mountain’. Others came directly from China, fleeing war and famine, and seeking a chance to 
strike it rich, like all the other diggers. Culturally they stood out on the goldfields and as a result were subject 
to racial violence. The Australian and British diggers resented the Chinese both for their difference and because 
they generally worked harder than other miners. They worked claims that had been abandoned yet still managed 
to extract enough gold to make a living. The Chinese on the goldfields were almost exclusively men, and the 
other miners chose to believe 
they would ‘steal’ their 
women. Tensions boiled over 
into violence on a number of 
occasions, firstly in Bendigo 
in 1854 but most infamously 
at Lambing Flat in New South 
Wales, where a series of anti-
Chinese riots in 1860–61 saw 
thousands of miners drive the 
Chinese from the diggings. To 
control Chinese immigration, 
the Victorian government 
introduced a ten-pound arrival 
tax to be paid by all Chinese 
migrants at their Victorian port 
of entry. To avoid this tax, the 
Chinese arrived at Adelaide or 
Sydney and travelled overland 
to the diggings.

SOURCE 5  Prospecting, sketched by S.T. Gill (England 1818–Australia 1880) in 1839, lithograph, printed in 
colour, from multiple stones, from The Australian Sketchbook, Melbourne: Hamel & Ferguson, 1865.

SOURCE 6  Chinese migrants in Beechworth, Victoria, during the gold 
rushes
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In New South Wales, the Chinese Immigration Restriction and Regulation Act was passed in 1861 and the 
numbers of Chinese in the colony were closely controlled. Both Queensland and Western Australia introduced 
similar legislation within a decade. What became the White Australia Policy (the immigration policy that 
restricted the arrival of non-white migrants in the first half of the twentieth century) had its beginnings on 
the goldfields. It is an interesting contradiction to consider. The goldfields on the one hand saw the origins 
of Australia’s multicultural population. The opportunity that was offered to people from other countries was 
recognised then as it is now, and people arrived to make a better life. However, just like today, some of those 
people struggled in the face of intolerance and racism.

SOURCE 7  ‘The Mongolian Octopus’: an infamous propaganda image published in the Sydney-based The 
Bulletin Magazine on 21 August 1886

19.14.4 The rush spreads west
Large deposits of gold were initially discovered and mined in the eastern colonies, but in the late 1800s 
significant seams of gold were also found in the west. By the turn of the twentieth century, the Western 
Australian goldfields were the most lucrative in the country (see TABLE 1), producing just over 53 per cent of 
the country’s gold. As TABLE 2 shows, prospectors seeking their fortune also followed. In 1901, the population 
of Western Australia was reported by the Australian Bureau of Statistics as 193 601 — just over  
10 per cent of the Western Australian population were employed, in some way, in gold mining. The influx 
of miners from the eastern states to the goldfields near Kalgoorlie–Boulder also had a significant impact on 
the outcome of the referendum to decide whether Western Australia would join the other states in a federated 
Australia.
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TABLE 2  Number of people employed in gold mining, 1901–1909

Year NSW VICTORIA Q’land S.Aust w.Aust Tas Cwlth 

1901 12 064 27 387 9 438 1 000 19 771 1 112 70 772

1902 10 610 26 151 9 045 1 000 20 476 1 038 68 320

1903 11 247 25 208 9 229 1 000 20 716 973 68 373

SOURCE 8  Extract from Year Book Australia, 1911, ‘The Discovery of Gold in various states: Western Australia'

The discovery of gold in Western Australia took place at a much later date than in the eastern States; 
nevertheless the present production far exceeds in value that of any other portion of the continent. It appears 
that the precious metal was first detected in 1848, in specimens sent for assay to Adelaide from the Murchison 
copper and lead deposits. In 1852–53 rich specimens of gold-bearing stone were found by shepherds and others 
in the eastern districts, but they were unable afterwards to locate the places where the stone was discovered.

The late Hon. A. C. Gregory found traces of gold in quartz in the Bowes River in 1854. In 1861 Mr. Panton 
found near Northam, while shortly afterwards a shepherd brought in rich specimens of auriferous quartz which he 
had found to the eastward of Northam, but he failed to locate the spot again.

Various small finds were made up to 1882, when Mr. A. McRae riding from Cossack to Roeburne, picked up a 
nugget weighing fourteen ounces.

In 1885 Messrs. Hall, Slattery, and others found gold on the Elvire, Margaret, and Ord Rivers. The Kimberley 
goldfield was opened in May, 1886. Next year the precious metal was discovered at Yilgarn, and the field was 
proclaimed in 1888, in which year rich finds were also made at Mallina and Pilbara Creek, the Pilbara field being 
proclaimed in October. The Ashburton and Yalgoo fields were proclaimed in 1890, and the Murchison in 1891.

In 1892 Bayley and Ford discovered the Coolgardie field, obtaining over 500 ozs. of gold in one afternoon by 
the aid of a tomahawk. Alluvial was discovered by Frost and party at Goongarrie (the Ninety-mile) in May, 1893. 
Kalgoorlie (Hannan’s) was discovered in June of the same year by Messrs. Flannigan and Hannan, Bardoc in 
August by Messrs. Cashman and Lee, Siberia by Frost and Bonner in October.

There were numerous rich discoveries in 1894, such as at “Mount Jackson,” “the Pinnacles,” “Billy Billy,” and at 
the celebrated Kanowna diggings. Rich finds were also made Bulong, Londonderry, and the Wealth of Nations, 
Mr. J. D. Dunn, the discoverer of the latter, obtaining £20,000 of gold in a few days. The “Norseman” was 
discovered in July by Mr. L. Sinclair, as also the “Lady Shenton” at Menzies. The “Niagara” was discovered in 
January, 1895, also the rich field known as the “Hands Across the Sea, at Kunanalling. “Blackboy Hill” field was 
proclaimed in 1897, “Donnybrook” in 1898, while there were further rich finds in 1899.

TABLE 1  Quantity of gold produced in the Commonwealth (of Australia), 1901–1909 in fine ounces (ozs)

NSW  
fine ozs

Victoria 
fine ozs

Queensland 
fine ozs

SA 
fine ozs

WA 
fine ozs

Tasmania 
fine ozs

Cwealth  
fine ozs

1901 173.543 730.450 598.382 21 946 1 703 417 69 490 3 297 228

1902 161.256 720.863 640.463 22 413 1 871 039 70 996 3 487 030

1903 254.260 767.347 668.546 21 247 2 064 803 59 892 3 836 095

1904 269.817 765.596 639.150 18 835 1 983 230 65 921 3 742 549

1905 247.267 747.163 592.622 18 086 1 955 317 73 540 3 660 995

1906 253.987 772.290 544.636 19 122 1 794 548 60 023 3 444 606

1907 247.363 695.576 465.882 9 998 1 697 555 65 354 3 181 728

1908 224.792 670.909 465.085 8 532 1 647 912 57 085 3 074 315

1909 204.708 654.222 455.579 12 796 1 595 270 44 777 2 967 352

*1 fine oz (ounce), now called a troy ounce, = 31.1 grams

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS): https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/featurearticlesbytitle/
CC0C058E907E3C35CA2569DE00271B1E>
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Year NSW VICTORIA Q’land S.Aust w.Aust Tas Cwlth 

1904 10 648 24 331 9 620 1 000 18 804 1 076 65 479

1905 10 309 25 369 10 641 900 18 382 1 207 66 808

1906 8 816 25 304 9 842 900 17 926 988 63 776

1907 7 468 23 291 8 883 914 17 237 953 58 746

1908 6 363 20 853 7 736 1 213 16 075 843 53 083

1909 5 585 18 671 7 150 1 177 17 027 713 50 323

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS):  https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/featurearticlesbytitle/
CC0C058E907E3C35CA2569DE00271B1E>

19.14 EXERCISE

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

Check your understanding

 1. Why were goldfields initially only populated by local diggers?
 2. What proportion of Melbourne’s police left for the goldfields in the early years of the gold rushes?
 3. Explain why Chinese prospectors were the targets of racial abuse.
 4. Why did some Chinese migrants disembark at Adelaide and walk from there to the goldfields?

Apply your understanding

 5. Using quotes from SOURCE 1, describe the sense of egalitarianism on the goldfields.
 6. Plot the information in SOURCE 3 in a graph and describe the population growth in Victoria and New South 

Wales during this period.
 7. Use quotes from the extracts in SOURCE 4 to describe what was happening to the city of Melbourne.
 8. To what extent does the image in SOURCE 5 support the idea of the goldfields as egalitarian?
 9. How reliable is SOURCE 7 as a historical source? When thinking about your response you should consider 

the following.
 a. When and by whom was the source created? This will help to give you a sense of the context and to think 

about what was happening at the time.
 b. Why was the image created? What was its purpose? Was it to inform, persuade, or perhaps intimidate?
 c. Does it appear accurate as a representation? If not, explain how it could still be useful to a historian.

 10. Using quotes from each source, compare and contrast the sense of egalitarianism in SOURCES 1 and 2.
 11. SOURCES 1 and 2 originate from the same person. Given their similarities and differences, analyse whether 

this affects their reliability.
 12. Using the sources in this subtopic:
 a. find evidence that supports the statement that the goldfields were ‘a place of egalitarianism’
 b. find evidence that supports the statement that the goldfields were ‘a place of racial intolerance’
 c. explain how this illustrates the importance of using a variety of sources when looking for evidence to support 

a claim.
 13. Describe the changes that occurred in the city of Melbourne due to the gold rushes.
 14. Create a timeline of goldfields proclaimed in Western Australia between 1848 and 1900.
 15. Using the figures in TABLE 1, convert the amount of gold produced in Western Australia from 1901–09 into 

kilograms. Investigate the current price of gold: how much would this gold be worth today?

For sample responses to every question, go to www.jacplus.com.au.

Learning pathways

LEVEL 1
Questions 
2, 9, 12, 13

LEVEL 2
Questions 
1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 14

LEVEL 3
Questions 
3, 8, 10, 11, 15
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19.15  Thinking Big research project: A migrant’s 
letter home
Scenario
It is the mid nineteenth century and you have emigrated from Great Britain to Australia. You, like all migrants, 
have faced a number of challenges, but now you have established yourself and feel ready to write to your 
family back home to tell them about your experiences.

Task
Write a letter to your family, informing them of your experiences since leaving home. You will need to:

 • choose the location from which you emigrated – was it England, Ireland, or Scotland?
 • create an identity for your migrant self. Are you a labourer who has left Scotland to settle in western 

Victoria, or perhaps an Irish migrant trying your luck on the goldfields?
 • decide the audience for whom the letter is being written – it will be for family members, but will it be 

written for parents or siblings, or both? How might this influence the tone of the letter?
The information in this topic will be a starting point for your research. Have a look through the subtopics and 
decide what you will tell your family about.

SOURCE 1  This digger’s hut on the goldfields would have been quite comfortable compared to some of the 
other options for accommodation. Perhaps this will form part of your letter home.
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Your letter should include the following details:
 • why you decided to emigrate
 • the voyage to Australia, including the people you may have encountered
 • the location in which you have settled – did you move around different places before finding somewhere 

to settle? If so, why?
 • the work you are doing
 • people you have encountered in Australia (perhaps convicts, or other migrants arriving to go to the 

goldfields).
All of the detail you provide should be based on accurate historical information.

Process
 • Open the ProjectsPLUS application in the Resources for this topic. Click on the Start new project 

button to enter the project due date and set up members in your project group if you wish to work 
collaboratively. You will write your letter individually, but you may work in groups during the research 
phase, to enable information sharing and to help grow your ideas through collaborative discussion. Save 
your settings and the project will be launched.

 • Navigate to the Research forum, where you will find starter topics loaded to guide your research. You can 
add further topics to the Research forum if you wish.

SOURCE 2  This image shows a family suffering during the Irish Potato Famine. It might help you bring together 
some ideas for your letter home from Australia.
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 • Revisit the content in subtopics 4.9 and 4.10 to identify aspects that you would like to incorporate into 
your letter. Use the sources to specify the historical information that you will include. You could mention: 
conditions in England, Ireland, or Scotland; the voyage across the sea; population growth in the colonies; 
the change in lifestyle that you may have experienced after your arrival.

 • Supplement your knowledge by conducting further research using the library or the internet. You should 
seek out appropriate text sources, as well as visual sources such as drawings and maps. Remember to 
record details of your sources so you can create a bibliography to submit with your letter.

 • Add your research notes and source details to the relevant topic pages in the Research forum. When you 
have completed your research, you can print out the Research report in the Research forum to easily 
view all the information you have gathered, if you wish.

 • When you are ready to bring your ideas together, write your letter home. It should be around 500–600 
words in length and should accurately and engagingly convey your experiences to your family members.

 • Compile your bibliography. Remember to check your spelling, grammar and punctuation in all your work. 
When you are happy with your work, submit the letter and bibliography to your teacher for assessment.

Resources

ProjectsPLUS Thinking Big research project: A migrant's letter home (pro-0183)

SOURCE 3  George Baxter’s painting from the mid nineteenth century News from Australia depicts a family in 
England receiving news from a loved one in the colonies.

808 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 9 for WA Second Edition

c19TheIndustrialRevolutionTheImpactOnPeople.indd   808 9/2/2020   11:46:46 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



 19.16  Review
19.16.1 Key knowledge summary

19.2 Examining the evidence
 • Contemporary writers and commentators can give us an insight into the changes that took place in Britain 

during the Industrial Revolution.
 • During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the British government began collecting statistics about 

population, recording information about where people lived and the changes that occurred in society 
during this time.

 • The evidence given at special government inquiries can provide evidence of people’s living conditions.
 • Painters and other artists are useful sources of information in relation to changes during the Industrial 

Revolution.

19.3 Conditions in factories and mines
 • Working conditions in textile factories were very unpleasant and often dangerous, with factory workers, 

including women and children, forced to work long hours.
 • Men, women and children all worked in coalmines, in dangerous and unhealthy conditions.
 • The Mines Commission of 1840–42 heard evidence on the working conditions in mines.
 • The Mines Act of 1842 placed restrictions on the employment of women and children in coalmines.

19.4 Child labour
 • Young children were employed in textile factories in the dangerous jobs of ‘piecers’ and ‘scavengers’.
 • Young girls were employed in mines as ‘hurriers’, pulling carts of coal along narrow tunnels.
 • Children as young as four or five were employed in mines as ‘trappers’, opening and shutting ventilation doors.
 • Young boys were also employed to climb into chimneys and clean them.

19.5 Urban conditions and people’s health
 • Near textile factories, towns grew into large cities, with overcrowding, a lack of sanitation and very little 

planning.
 • Buildings were often erected cheaply, so accommodation for factory workers was of very poor quality.

19.6 Poor laws and workhouses
 • Following a government inquiry, the Poor Law of 1834 forced the poor into workhouses.
 • Life in the workhouses was made as unpleasant as possible, with families split up, and cruel punishment 

for those breaking the rules.
 • Inmates of the workhouses were put to work at menial tasks.

19.8 Crime and punishment
 • The Industrial Revolution had a significant impact on Great Britain.
 • As new industries replaced existing ones, many people could not adapt quickly enough and found 

themselves without work or land.
 • Increased unemployment led to increases in crime.
 • Harsher punishments for petty crimes did little to deter would-be criminals.
 • During the eighteenth century prisons grew overcrowded.
 • After the United States gained independence from Great Britain, transporting criminals to the plantations 

for labour was no longer an option.
 • The British government needed to find a long-term solution.
 • The colonisation of Australia by the British was characterised by their fear of and prejudice against 

the First Nations people they encountered, whose land management and cultural traditions they did not 
understand or respect.

 • The British dramatically changed the landscape, denying Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
access to food and hunting grounds; bringing new diseases, to which there was no built-up immunity; and 
introduced grazing animals that were unsuited to the Australian landscape. 
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19.9 Convict life
 • Convicts who were skilled labourers sometimes used those skills in building the new colony.
 • Convicts who reoffended while serving their sentence were sent to places of ‘secondary punishment’.
 • The most famous place of secondary punishment was Norfolk Island, known for its brutal physical 

punishment.
 • Port Arthur was equally notorious for its psychological cruelty.
 • Over the 80-year period in which convicts were sent to the Australian colonies, approximately 160 000 

were transported.

19.10 Social unrest and protest
 • Rapid changes led to unrest and protests such as those of the Luddites.
 • Trade unions had been banned, but were allowed to operate after 1824.
 • The Chartist movement developed during the 1830s, calling for democratic reforms in the election of 

parliament.
 • As the nineteenth century progressed, trade unions gradually became established as legitimate organisations.

19.11 The growth in ideas
 • Economic theories such as capitalism and socialism presented different ideas as to how businesses, 

workers and the economy should operate.
 • The development of imperialism saw the expansion of European empires into Asia and Africa.
 • The political idea of egalitarianism grew from the eighteenth-century European Enlightenment, and 

inspired both the American and French revolutions, as well as the aims of groups such as the Chartists.
 • Nationalism first developed in France as a response to the wars against other European powers, and 

became a driving force behind the unification of Italy and Germany in the nineteenth century.
 • Charles Darwin proposed a scientific theory of evolution, which became known by many as ‘Darwinism’.

19.12 Reformers and progress
 • Prominent reformers such as Robert Owen and Lord Ashley campaigned for improved working conditions 

in mines and factories.
 • Reformers such as Edwin Chadwick campaigned for improved sanitation in large cities.
 • During the nineteenth century, parliament passed a number of Factory Acts, gradually improving 

conditions for ordinary workers.
 • Large cities such as London were given the power to improve urban living conditions, and gradually 

worked to deal with public health issues, such as the need for sewerage systems.
 • In England, the Mansfield Judgement of 1772 declared slavery to be illegal in England and Wales.
 • While not a complete abolition, the judgement was an important step on the way to abolishing slavery 

elsewhere.
 • In the United States stories like those of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin highlighted the
 • plight of slaves and drew increased calls for abolition.
 • In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, officially freeing the slaves in 

the United States.
 • Life for many, if not most, freed slaves remained harsh for many years to come.

19.13 Emigration to Australia
 • Push and pull factors are the factors that influence people’s decision to migrate.
 • Push factors are the reasons why people would want or need to leave a particular place (e.g. war, famine, 

or lack of employment).
 • Pull factors are the reasons why people might choose a particular destination (e.g. opportunity, climate, or 

pre-arranged employment).
 • To help establish the Australian colonies, the British government often encouraged emigration.
 • Those who accepted would be helped financially to make the journey in return for working in pre-

arranged employment.

810 Jacaranda Humanities and Social Sciences 9 for WA Second Edition

c19TheIndustrialRevolutionTheImpactOnPeople.indd   810 9/2/2020   11:46:48 AM

UNCORRECTED PAGE PROOFS



19.14 The discovery of gold
 • After gold was discovered in New South Wales and Victoria in 1851, migration to Australia increased 

rapidly.
 • Victoria’s population grew from a little over 10 000 in 1840 to more than half a million 20 years later.
 • The gold rushes were not limited to people of British or European origin.
 • From 1853 a large number of migrants from China arrived on the goldfields.
 • The vastly different cultures meant that tension often occurred between the Chinese and European diggers.
 • The Victorian government tried to limit Chinese immigration by introducing an ‘arrival tax’ to be paid 

before disembarking from a ship in Victoria.
 • The discovery of gold in Western Australia in the late nineteenth century led to some of the most lucrative 

mining leases in the country.

19.16.2 Key terms

abolition    the end of legal acceptance of slavery

biased accounts    narratives or descriptions in which a writer presents only one side of an issue in an attempt to convince the 
reader

bourgeoisie    capitalist middle classes; the owners of the means of production, distribution and exchange — factories, 
shipping, banks and other businesses

cesspits    pits into which householders with no toilets could empty their waste, which was later collected by workers known as 
nightmen

cholera    a bacterial disease of the intestines, causing vomiting and diarrhoea. It is transmitted through contaminated water and 
can lead to death through dehydration.

commute    to change a penalty to one less severe

egalitarianism    equality of all people

hulk    the body of an old ship that serves as a prison rather than a sailing vessel

impartial observations    comments that recognise all sides and opinions relating to an issue or event, leaving it to the reader to 
form his or her own judgement

indoor relief    the provision of assistance to the inmates of a workhouse

Luddites    a group of protesters who expressed their opposition to industrialisation by smashing factory machines

naturalist    a term once used to describe a scientist who studies plants and animals. Today such a person would be called a 
biologist.

outdoor relief    the provision of assistance to the poor while allowing them to remain in their own homes

parish    an area of local government centred on the local church, which fulfilled some of the functions that local municipal 
councils perform in society today

pauper    a very poor person

picking oakum    unpicking short lengths of rope coated in tar. Oakum would be rammed between the planks on wooden ships 
to make them watertight.

proletariat    the working class, especially industrial wage earners

repeal    withdrawal of a law or set of laws by Parliament

royal commission    a special public inquiry set up by government to investigate a particular issue and to make 
recommendations for changes in the law

strikes    attempts by employees to put pressure on their employer by refusing to work

suffrage    the right to vote

transportation    a sentence of banishment from England for certain crimes, to be served in an overseas colony

typhus    a fatal disease spread through the bites of lice and fleas

workhouses    institutions built to house the poor
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Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

The Industrial Revolution was a period of rapid technological progress and social transformation; did the 
changes that occurred benefit everyone?

 1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner. Has your 
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

 2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question outlining your views.

19.16.3 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

19.16 Review exercise

Multiple-choice
 1. The use of photography became common in the second half of the nineteenth century. Why might 

photographs be of more use to historians than paintings?
 A. Paintings can reflect an artist's personal perspective, and so may be biased in presentation.
 B. Paintings never reflect an artist's personal perspective, and are never biased.
 C. Photographs are never biased and paintings are.
 D. Photographs are never more useful than paintings.

 2. Who was responsible for looking after the poor in pre-industrial England?
 A. The village or parish
 B. The village minister
 C. The village doctor
 D. The local manor lord

 3. Why was there a deliberate policy to make the workhouse an unpleasant place to live?
 A. To make them cheaper to run
 B. To punish poor people
 C. To make the workhouse a reasonable option
 D. To make work seem a better option

 4. Identify two reasons why New South Wales was a favourable choice for transportation of convicts.
 A. It would provide Britain with a military presence in the southern Pacific region.
 B. The convicts preferred to be sent to Australia rather than America.
 C. It was a suitable ‘dumping ground’ for convicts from England.
 D. It would provide Britain with a military presence near America.

 5. What was the purpose of the Combination Acts?
 A. To allow the combination of worker and employer unions
 B. To prevent workers from using combine harvesters
 C. To prevent workers from combining to form unions
 D. To allow for workhouses to be combined with factories

Resources

eWorkbook Customisable worksheets for this topic (ewbk-5945)
Reflection (ewbk-5944)
Crossword (ewbk-5943)
Student Learning Matrix (ewbk-5933)

Interactivity The Industrial Revolution: The impact on people crossword (int-7637)
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 6. What is the meaning of the word ‘abolition’?
 A. To encode something in law
 B. To end something by law
 C. To oppose something
 D. To support something

 7. In what year is it believed that gold was first discovered by European settlers in Western Australia?
 A. 1848
 B. 1858
 C. 1868
 D. 1878

 8. What is egalitarianism?
 A. Workers owning and running enterprises collectively or by the state owning these enterprises on their 

behalf
 B. The belief that all people are created equal and should all have equal rights
 C. A belief in the ability of individuals to create wealth through their own entrepreneurship
 D. A term once used to describe a scientist who studies plants and animals.

 9. Which of the following was not an article of the National Constituent Assembly of France: Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, 1789?

 A. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions can be founded only on the 
common good.

 B. The law has the right to forbid only actions harmful to society. Anything which is not forbidden by the 
law cannot be impeded, and no one can be constrained to do what it does not order.

 C. Liberty consists of doing anything which does not harm others: thus, the exercise of the natural rights of 
each man has only those borders which assure other members of the society the enjoyment of these same 
rights. These borders can be determined only by the law.

 D. The goal of any political association should be the restriction of the rights of man. These rights are liberty, 
property, safety and resistance against oppression.

 10. How many hours a day did the Factory Act of 1819 limit children to working?
 A. 4
 B. 8
 C. 10
 D. 12

Short answer
 11. Identify the differences and similarities in living conditions that a family might notice when moving from a 

small country village to a large industrial city.
 12. Why might crime have flourished given the conditions that prevailed in large cities in the nineteenth 

century?
 13. Explain how children were treated in the workhouse.
 14. Identify what the treatment of paupers under the New Poor Law tells us about attitudes towards poverty 

in nineteenth-century Britain. How does this relate to the high value placed on business success and 
entrepreneurship at this time?

 15. Discuss the significance of Arthur Phillip to the successful establishment of the colony in Australia. You 
could think about why he was chosen to lead the voyage, and the type of leadership he appears to have 
demonstrated in the early days of the settlement.

 16. Support for the Tolpuddle Martyrs and the People’s Charter demonstrates that many people were becoming 
more politically active.

 a. Identify and explain two underlying or long-term causes of this increased activism.
 b. Which events might have provided the short-term triggers that motivated people to become active?
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 17. How can we tell that the British Parliament was more strongly influenced by the interests of factory owners 
than by those of ordinary workers? Why might this have been the case?

 18. Identify some of the possible ways in which Adam Smith’s ideas might have influenced the attitudes of 
many factory owners in Britain during the Industrial Revolution.

 19. Why did some groups in society find Darwin’s The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex so 
controversial?

 20. Did the tensions on the goldfields experienced in Victoria also occur in Western Australia? If so, were there 
other issues (besides or as well as race) that were the cause?
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RESOURCE SUMMARY  Resources

This is a summary of the digital resources you will find online for Topic 19 to help support your learning and deepen 
your understanding. When you see these icons next to an image or paragraph, go to learnON to access video 
eLessons, interactivities, weblinks and other support material for this topic.

19.1 Overview
Video eLesson
 • The Industrial Revolution: The impact on people 

(eles-2393)

Interactivity
 • A timeline of changes during the Industrial 

Revolution (int-5623)

19.2 Examining the evidence
eWorkbook
 • Cause-and-effect wheel (ewbk-5934)
 • Recognising different perspectives (ewbk-5935)

Interactivity
 • Historical sources (int-6679)

19.3 Conditions in factories and mines
eWorkbook
 • Profits for some, poverty for many (ewbk-5936)
 • Living and working conditions in the towns 

(ewbk-5937)

Interactivity
 • An early nineteenth-century textile mill was a 

dangerous and unhealthy place to work (int-5624)

19.4 Child labour
eWorkbook
 • Children and their chores (ewbk-5938)

19.5 Urban conditions and people’s health
Interactivity
 • Most factory workers lived in poor-quality, 

overcrowded housing without sanitation (int-5625)

19.6 Poor laws and workhouses
eWorkbook
 • Help for the poor? (ewbk-5939)

19.7 Thinking Big research project: City 
life visual diary

ProjectsPLUS
 • Thinking Big research project: City life visual diary 

(pro-0182)

19.8 Crime and punishment
Video eLesson
 • Australia (1750-1918) Colonisation and conflict 

(eles-2395)

Explore more with myWorld History Atlas
 • Overview > Movement of peoples
 • Australia and Asia > Convict transportation to 

Australia

19.9 Convict life
Interactivity
 • Secondary punishment (int-6683)

19.10 Social unrest and protest
eWorkbook
 • Social unrest and trade unions (ewbk-5940)

19.11 The growth in ideas
eWorkbook
 • Nations become empires (ewbk-5941)

Interactivity
 • European imperial territories in Africa, 1914 

(int-5618)

Explore more with myWorld History Atlas
 • Making a better world? > Egalitarianism: the French 

Revolution
 • Making a better world? > Egalitarianism: the 

American Revolution
 • Making a better world? > Capitalism and socialism
 • Making a better world? > Darwinism
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: Napoleon 

Bonaparte
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: The 

Congress of Vienna
 • Making a better world? > Nationalism: Italy and 

Germany
 • Making a better world? > Imperialism: the Boer War

19.12 Reformers and progress
eWorkbook
 • Changes for the better (ewbk-5942)
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19.13 Emigration to Australia
Explore more with myWorld History Atlas
 • Overview > Movement of peoples
 • Australia and Asia > European migration to Australia

19.15 Thinking Big research project:  
A migrant’s letter home

ProjectsPLUS
 • Thinking Big research project: A migrant’s letter 

home (pro-0183)

19.16 Review
eWorkbook
 • Reflection (ewbk-5944)
 • Crossword (ewbk-5943)
 • Student Learning Matrix (ewbk-5933)

Interactivity
 • The Industrial Revolution: The impact on people 

crossword (int-7637)

To access these online resources, log on to www.jacplus.com.au.
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