
1 The world of Geography
1.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

How and why do we study Geography?

1.1.1 What is Geography?
The world around us is made up of interesting places, people, cultures and environments. Geography is the 
subject that you study at school to learn about different places, and how relationships between environments 
and people shape these places. Geographers question how environments function and why the world is the 
way it is. They explore geographical issues and challenges, predict their outcomes, and come up with possible 
solutions for the future. Geographers are active and responsible citizens, who are informed about our world and 
are capable of shaping the future.

FIGURE 1  Our planet is made up of a large variety of fascinating places, peoples, cultures and environments.

Resources

eWorkbook Chapter 1 eWorkbook (ewbk-7981)
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1.2 Geographical inquiry

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe the process of geographical inquiry and identify 
geographical tools.

1.2.1 The process of geographical inquiry
Have you ever visited or gone on holidays to a 
place other than where you live? If so, you have 
probably noticed that some of the features and 
characteristics of the people and places are similar 
to what you know and some are different. Studying 
Geography at school provides you with the skills, 
the knowledge and the tools to learn about and 
understand the relationships between the world’s 
peoples, places and environments.

As a geographer you get to ask questions and then 
seek answers to them. Geographers use what is 
called an inquiry approach to help them learn about 
and understand the world around them. This could 
involve working individually, or as part of a group, 
to discover the answer to a geographical question, 
using a variety of geographical skills, tools and 
concepts.

Geographers also look at many interesting issues that face the world today; for example, different people 
have different viewpoints, or perspectives, about what we should do about climate change. The answer to this 
question might vary among individuals, within a local area or a country, or even on a world scale.

1.2.2 Inquiry skills
Have you ever noticed that young children ask many questions as they begin to learn because they are curious 
about the world around them? Below are some examples of questions we can call geographical questions:

 • Why are there many different types of landscapes around the world and how are they formed?
 • Where is the best place to live?
 • How can we look after our water resources so we have enough for the future?
 • What are the effects of tourism in different places?

Geographical inquiry skills develop your ability to collect, process and communicate information.

Acquiring geographical information

Acquiring or collecting geographical information needs to be focused and well planned. Begin a geographical 
inquiry by developing a problem or issue to investigate. This will be the general theme of your inquiry. 
Develop a few geographical questions that will help you study your issue or problem. Ensure that your 
questions are not so broad that they will be difficult to investigate — for example, water management in 
Australia — or so specific that you won’t be able to find enough information to support your inquiry.

Think about how you will collect information about your inquiry. You should include both primary 
geographical data and information from secondary sources. Primary data is information that you have collected 
yourself using fieldwork. Secondary sources are data that has been collected and processed by someone else, or 

FIGURE 1  Using maps to work out locations and to 
plot data
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written by someone else. Secondary sources include websites, books and brochures. Once you have decided on 
the information you need, plan your  investigation and carry out your fieldwork, and collate information from 
secondary sources.

Processing geographical information

Before you begin processing the information you have collected, you should evaluate the sources and 
techniques you have used to determine whether they are reliable and free from bias. Can you trust the 
sources of information? Did you carry out your fieldwork techniques thoroughly and with care? Present 
your information in a range of different forms. This might include graphs, tables, diagrams, sketch maps and 
annotated photographs. You might also write paragraphs explaining your results. Look at the information you 
have collected and reflect on your research questions. At this stage you can start to interpret the information. 
Did you answer your research questions? What are the answers to your research questions? Analyse the 
findings of your research and draw conclusions.

Communicating geographical information

You can choose to communicate your research findings in a range of ways. Consider who you will be 
presenting your findings to. Choose methods to communicate your information that are appropriate to your 
audience. Explain how you undertook your investigation and your findings. Propose actions that you think 
should be taken to address your problem or issue, and explain why you think this is the right course of action. 
If possible, take action yourself to address the geographical issue you have chosen.

1.2.3 Geographical tools
Geographers use a range of tools to help them 
collect information during a geographical inquiry. 
Geographical tools include:

 • maps
 • fieldwork
 • graphs and statistics
 • spatial technologies
 • visual representations.

Maps

Maps are the most basic tool of the geographer 
as they are possibly the most effective way to 
locate, represent, display and record spatial 
information. These days, geographers are able to 
use and create both digital and non-digital maps.

Political maps are common; they show the boundaries of countries, states and regions, and usually show major 
cities and bodies of water. Topographic maps and relief maps show the shape of the land on a map. Sketch 
maps are hand-drawn maps that show only the most basic details. Choropleth maps or flowline maps can be 
used to show information about particular themes. Précis maps show a basic summary of information found on 
a topographic map.

It is important for geographers to develop skills in map reading to be able to use all the information that has 
been found. Mapping skills include being able to determine direction and use the scale of the map to determine 
distance between different places. Geographers use lines drawn on maps to determine and communicate the 
location of different places. On topographic maps, grids are used to determine the area and grid references of 
different places. On some maps, lines of latitude and longitude are shown to help us locate places.

FIGURE 2  Collecting your own data and information
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FIGURE 3  Maps are a key tool for a geographer.
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Fieldwork

There is nothing better than going into an environment, or visiting a place, that you are studying. Seeing 
something firsthand provides a better understanding than reading about it or looking at it in photographs. That 
is why fieldwork is such an important, and compulsory, part of your studies.

Fieldwork involves observing, measuring, 
collecting and recording information and data 
outside the classroom.

Fieldwork can be undertaken within the school 
grounds, around the local neighbouring area 
or at more distant locations. We can use tools 
such as weather instruments, identification 
charts, photographs and measuring devices to 
collect information about our environment.

Sometimes it may be necessary to use 
information and communication technology to 
undertake virtual fieldwork.
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FIGURE 4  A flow map shows the movement of agricultural trade around the world.

FIGURE 5  Conducting a survey in the field
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Graphs and statistics

Often geographers collect information 
in the form of numbers. Examples 
include traffic counts and surveys. 
These numbers are called statistics. 
On a field trip you might count the 
number of pedestrians on a footpath in 
a given period of time. Statistics that are 
collected and not processed or analysed 
yet are called primary data. Statistics 
that have been processed or analysed by 
someone are called secondary data.

A simple and effective way that 
geographers present statistics or data 
is through the use of graphs. There are 
many types of graphs that can be used. 
The most common types you will use 
in this resource are column graphs, 
pie graphs, climate graphs, population 
profiles and data tables.

Graphs and statistics allow us to easily identify trends and patterns and to make comparisons.

Using statistics helps us to find patterns in the information we have collected. This will help us to draw 
conclusions about the themes we have investigated.
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FIGURE 7  The growth of urban populations over time
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Spatial technologies

Spatial technologies involve using satellite information and virtual maps to explore and record information. 
When you use Global Positioning System (GPS) or Google Earth you are using a form of spatial technology. 
Spatial technologies are any software or hardware that interacts with real-world locations. Geographic 
information systems (GIS) are another commonly used spatial technology. They help us analyse, display and 
record spatial data.
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FIGURE 8  A false-colour satellite image of the Mt Lofty Ranges, South Australia
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Visual representations

A visual representation is an effective way of 
showing complex information using pictures, 
symbols and diagrams. Examples of visual 
representations include photographs, field sketches, 
cartoons and infographics. They are used to display, 
analyse and communicate geographical data and 
information.

FIGURE 9  Satellite image of Canberra, by GeoEye, 26 September 2011. Satellite images show a realistic view like a 
photograph, providing a bird’s-eye view of a place.

Source: © GeoEye
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FIGURE 10  A visual representation of the water cycle 
and factors that affect flooding

Resources

eWorkbook Geographical inquiry (ewbk-8608)

Video eLesson Geographical inquiry
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1.3 Geographical concepts

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to identify and summarise the seven key geographical concepts.

1.3.1 Overview
Geographical concepts help you to make sense of your world. By using these concepts you can investigate and 
understand the world you live in, and you can use them to imagine a different world. The concepts help you 
to think geographically. There are seven major concepts: space, place, interconnection, change, environment, 
sustainability and scale.

A way to remember these seven concepts is to think of the term SPICESS.

In this book, you will use and apply the seven concepts to investigate four topics: Landscapes and landforms, 
Place and liveability, Water in the world and Interconnections.

1.3.2 What is space?
Everything has a location on the space that is the surface of the Earth, and studying 
the effects of location, the distribution of things across this space, and how the 
space is organised and managed by people, helps us to understand why the world is 
like it is.

A place can be described by its absolute location (latitude and longitude) or its 
relative location (in what direction and how far it is from another place).

Interconnection Environment Scale

Place Change Sustainability

Space

C E S SIPS

FIGURE 1  A way to remember these seven concepts is to think of the term SPICESS.

space    geographical concept 
concerned with location, 
distribution (spread) and how we 
change or design places

absolute location    the latitude 
and longitude of a place

relative location    the direction 
and distance from one place to 
another
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1.3.2 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURE 2 and an atlas.

 1. Use an atlas to give the absolute location (latitude and longitude) of the capital city of the state/territory in 
which you live.

 2. In which direction and how far is your capital city from Alice Springs (relative location)?
 3. Describe the spatial distribution of capital cities in Australia.
 4. Describe the distribution of rainfall across Australia. Why might one place have more or less rainfall than 

another?
 5. How does rainfall (or lack of rainfall) help explain the distribution of Australia’s major cities? What is the 

relationship between rainfall and population location?
 6. Find where you live on the maps. How is the location of your place influenced by rainfall and rainfall variability?

Kati Thanda –
Lake Eyre
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Source: Bureau of Meteorology, 2003, on the Australian Water Map, Earth 

FIGURE 2  The amount of rain that falls varies across the space of Australia, as this rainfall map shows.
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1.3.3 What is place?
The world is made up of places, so to understand our world we need to understand its places by studying their 
variety, how they influence our lives and how we create and change them.

You often have mental images and perceptions of places — rich and poor cities, suburbs, towns or 
neighbourhoods — and these may be very different from someone else’s perceptions of the same places.

1.3.3 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURE 3.
 1. Where in the world is this place located?
 2. What effects have people had on this place?
 3. List the differences you observe in the way people live on each side of this settlement.
 4. How is this place similar to or different from the place where you live?
 5. What decisions could be made to improve or change this place?
 6. How might the environment of this place affect the people who live there?
 7. How might the place where these people live affect their lives?

1.3.4 What is interconnection?
People and things are connected to other people and things in their own and other 
places, and understanding these connections helps us to understand how and why 
places are changing.

Individual geographical features can be interconnected — for example, the 
climate within a place or biome, such as a tropical rainforest, can influence natural 
vegetation, and the removal of this vegetation can affect climate. People can be 
interconnected to other people and other places via employment, communications, 
sporting events or culturally. The manufacturing of a product may create 
interconnections between suppliers, manufacturers, retailers and consumers.

FIGURE 3  The Paraisópolis favela (slum), home to 60 000 people, is situated next to the gated 
complexes of the wealthy Morumbi district of São Paulo.

place    geographical concept 
concerned with why 
somewhere is important and the 
characteristics that make it unique 
or interesting

interconnection    geographical 
concept concerned with how 
natural places, processes and 
features can change or affect 
each other and people, or be 
changed or affected by people
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1.3.4 ACTIVITIES

 1. Refer to FIGURE 4. Summarise the water cycle using only words.
 2. Describe the interconnection between the Sun and levels of evaporation.
 3. Draw a diagram to show the ways that you are interconnected with three other people, and the ways they are 

interconnected with each other. You might choose family, friends or people you know from school. Annotate 
(add notes to) your diagram, like in FIGURE 4, to outline each connection.

 4. Create a diagram to show the interconnections that could occur for the growing, manufacturing, sales and 
consumption of a can of pineapple slices.

1.3.5 What is change?
The concept of change is about using time to better understand a place, an environment, a spatial pattern or a 
geographical problem.

The concept of change involves both time and space — change can take place over a period of time, or over 
an area of space. The time period for change can be very short (for example, the impact of a flash flood) 
or span thousands or millions of years (for example, the development of fossil fuel 
resources).

The use of technology can result in rapid change — think of the explosions at a mining 
site that reveal mineral seams.

The degree of change occurring can be used to predict, or plan for, actual or preferred 
futures (the future we hope for).

The sun is the energy that
allows evaporation to occur.

Evaporation
Water evaporates from soil and water surfaces

to form water vapour or water gas. More
evaporation occurs near the equator in
the open ocean than other locations.

Vapour
Water vapour moves into

the atmosphere and
cools as it rises. 

Precipitation
When water vapour
cools, it condenses

to form clouds and fog.

Precipitation

Evaporation

Transpiration

Condensation
Sometimes this precipitation

is taken up by plants and
transpires back into the

atmosphere as water
vapour, a gas.

Run-off
Water that does not get absorbed
into the soil, or rise back into the
atmosphere as water vapour, will

run off surfaces, collecting in varied
locations.

In�ltration
The process by which water on the

ground surface enters the soil

Freezing

Precipitation
As water droplets increase in size and
become heavy, they fall to the Earth’s
surface as precipitation in liquid form.

Most precipitation falls as rain, but it can
also form hail, sleet or snow as water

in its solid form. 

FIGURE 4  The water cycle shows many interconnections. 

spatial    how things relate to each 
other in an area or location

change    geographical concept 
concerned with examining, 
comparing and predicting the 
impact of processes over time
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1.3.5 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURE 5.
 1. How and why has the population of Port Douglas changed over time?
 2. Which economies have declined and grown in the Port Douglas area?
 3. How has technology (transport links) been important in the development of this place?
 4. How do you think the changes have affected the environment, businesses and economy in the area?
 5. List five changes you can observe in the three photographs of Port Douglas.
 6. Use evidence from the photographs to decide if the natural environment has changed faster than the human 

environment.
 7. How would you like this place to be in 50 years? What changes need to occur for your preferred future to 

come about?

(b) 2009(a) 1971

(c) 2019

FIGURE 5  Port Douglas, 60 kilometres north of Cairns, was a busy port in the 1870s, with a population of more 
than 10  000 people. The mining that had attracted people to this hot, wet area did not last. By the 1960s, the 
population was only 100. In the 1980s, road and air access to the town improved and tourist numbers to the 
area grew. The permanent population is now about 3500 people. During the peak holiday season this number 
increases by four times.
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1.3.6 What is environment?
People live in and depend on the environment, so it has an important influence on our lives.

The environment, defined as the physical and biological world around us, supports and enriches human 
and other life by providing raw materials and food, absorbing and recycling wastes, and being a source of 
enjoyment and inspiration to people.

1.3.6 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURE 6.
 1. Does the photograph of Pacific 

Islanders fishing depict a 
natural environment or a human 
environment? Justify your 
response.

 2. Does this environment appeal to 
you? Would you like to visit this 
place? Why? Why not?

 3. Which resource/s do you think 
people would obtain from this 
environment?

 4. Describe how these people 
are fishing. Why might this be 
sustainable?

 5. List the impacts on this 
environment if a factory was built 
on the edge of the water.

 6. How have people changed 
this environment (for better or 
worse)? What are the positive 
and the negative aspects of this?

 7. How might technology change 
this environment to make it less sustainable?

1.3.7 What is sustainability?
Sustainability is about maintaining the capacity of the environment to support our lives 
and those of other living creatures.

Sustainability involves maintaining and managing our resources and environments for 
future generations. It is important to understand the causes of unsustainable situations 
to be able to make informed decisions about the best way to manage our natural world.

FIGURE 6  Pacific Islanders use traditional methods to fish 
sustainably.

environment    geographical 
concept concerned with why the 
natural world plays an important 
part in human life

sustainability    geographical 
concept concerned with how to 
protect the environment and life 
on Earth
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1.3.7 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURE 7.
 1. What does this cartoon tell us about the sustainability of fishing?
 2. How has modern technology helped to reduce world fish populations?
 3. Suggest reasons that fishing can be considered an unsustainable practice.
 4. Give reasons that some fish species are over-fished while others are not.
 5. Explain why it might be more difficult to manage a resource in the ocean compared to a resource found  

on land.

1.3.8 What is scale?
When we examine geographical questions at different spatial levels we are using the concept of scale to find 
more complete answers. That means we are looking at issues and how they affect 
different ranges or sizes of place: personal, local, regional, national or global.

Local events can have global outcomes; for example, removing areas of forest at a 
local scale can have an impact on climate at a global scale. A policy at a national 
scale, such as forest protection, can have an impact at a local scale, such as the 
protection of an endangered species.

1.3.8 ACTIVITIES

Refer to FIGURES 8 (a) and (b), and FIGURE 9.
 1. Zoom in on the areas on these maps, and determine whether you would see more or less detail.
 2. List the extra information and detail you see on Annette’s map compared to Jayden’s map. Determine which 

map gives more information.
 3. The railway map is at a regional scale. Identify the region of Australia it is showing.
 4. Use the scale to measure the longest straight stretch of railway shown on the railway map. Determine the 

length. Why is it significant?
 5. Determine the main information each map is trying to show.
 6. Refer to the railway map. Explain the relationships between the location of settlements and the location of 

the railway.

FIGURE 7  The unsustainable nature of fishing

scale    geographical concept 
concerned with the different levels 
or ranges at which issues can be 
examined
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FIGURE 9  Railway route and main settlements between Sydney and Perth
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FIGURE 8  Mental map of Jayden’s local place (a) by Jayden and (b) by Annette, Jayden’s mother

Resources

eWorkbook Geographical concepts (ewbk-8612)

Video eLesson Geographical concepts - key concepts (eles-5049)

Deepen your understanding of this topic with related case studies and questions
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Space mwa-1599
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Place mwa-1601
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Interconnection mwa-1600
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Change mwa-1602
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Environment mwa-1603
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Sustainability mwa-1605
Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > Scale mwa-1604
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1.4 Work and careers in Geography

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to list some of the careers that Geography can lead to, and outline 
some of the skills these jobs require.

1.4.1 Connecting Geography to school and work
The concepts and skills that you will use will not only help you in Geography, but can also be applied to 
everyday situations, such as finding your way from one place to another. Studying Geography may even help 
you in a future career here in Australia or overseas.

Throughout the year you will be studying topics that will give you a better understanding of the world around 
you – both the local and global environment. You will be investigating issues that need to be addressed and 
options for the future.

Skills you need for a job

Many questions come up during a typical Geography class, such as the ones in TABLE 1. These questions need 
to be answered in the real world by people in a wide variety of occupations that have links with Geography.

1.4.2 Geography careers
A great part of studying Geography is being able to explore the many occupations and areas that it opens up. 
TABLE 2 shows some occupations that you may not have thought studying Geography could lead you into.

A wide range of exciting new jobs are developing in the spatial sciences, which use geographical tools such as 
GPS, GIS, satellite imaging and surveying. These tools help people make important decisions about managing 
and planning places and resources, such as managing water in the Middle East or designing a new housing 
estate here in Australia. These skills and occupations will be an important part of working as a global citizen.

TABLE 1  Questions to consider in Geography

What might you want to know? Who finds the answers?

How can we protect our wildlife?  Park ranger; planner; environmental manager

Where should we build more houses? Urban planner; demographer

How can we survive droughts and floods?  Civil engineer

Does our town really have enough water? Coastal engineer; hydrologist; cartographer

Do we have good quality drinking water?  Chemist; hydrologist

How should we deal with air pollution problems? Environmental scientist/manager

How do we help people in other countries?  Air force/navy/army officer; Red Cross, World Vision 
and other aid agencies

How do we make sure our homes are sustainable?  Architect; landscape architect; civil engineer/
construction manager; town planner; real estate 
salesperson
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1.4 ACTIVITIES

 1. Consider spatial technologies and work and enterprise careers of the future. Which geographical tools do you 
predict will be used by:

 • a meteorologist
 • a naval officer
 • an airline pilot
 • a farmer?

 2. We can develop a better understanding of work and enterprise by exploring what others have to say about 
their careers. Use the Geography careers weblink in your online Resources panel to help you locate one male 
and one female geographer working as local or global citizens.

 • What career path did they follow?
 • How did they include their passion for geography in their career journey?
 • What advice did they share about their career journey?

TABLE 2  Careers in geography

I would enjoy ... I could become a ...

Working outdoors Surveyor, mining engineer, geologist, landscape 
architect, cartographer

Helping other people Park ranger, paramedic, navy officer, firefighter, tour 
guide

Working indoors Land economist, landscape designer, real estate 
salesperson, geoscientist

Designing communities Urban planner, architect, demographer, natural 
resources manager

Working in parks and gardens Horticulturalist, landscape architect, park ranger

Discovering new things Geologist, meteorologist, environmental scientist, 
anthropologist

Resources

eWorkbook Work and careers in Geography (ewbk-10245)

Weblink Geography careers (web-1070)
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1.5 SkillBuilder: How to read a map

LEARNING INTENTION 

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to recognise key features of maps.

1.5.1 Tell me

What are maps?
Maps represent parts of the world as if you were looking down from above. A mapmaker (or cartographer) 
simplifies the view from an aerial photograph or satellite image. They use colours and symbols on the map to 
show how features such as roads, rivers and towns are organised in a spatial way.

1.5.2 Show me

Step 1

When you read a map, check each of the six BOLTSS features to get to know what information is being 
presented, and where the information has come from. 

 • Border — to show the boundaries of the map
 • Orientation — to show direction on the map, usually which way is north
 • Legend — to explain the symbols and colours used (also called the key)
 • Title — to describe what the map is showing
 • Scale — to indicate distances on the map
 • Source — to explain the source of the information for the map

Step 2

Read the title of the map carefully to determine what it shows and identify important factors that might 
affect your interpretation, such as the date of the information that has been mapped. Read the source of the 
map to see who has provided the information. Is the source reliable?  Can you trust the information they are 
providing? Examine the scale and any notes underneath the map to help you interpret the information.

Step 3

Examine the legend (also called a key) to understand what is shown on the map in more detail. Read each item 
in the legend, then find examples on the map.

For example, in FIGURE 1, closed forest is shown as the darkest green colour in the key. This colour is found in 
about half the area of Tasmania, in small linear tracts along parts of the east coast of mainland Australia and in 
the Otway region of Victoria. 

Step 4

Identify and describe the patterns shown in the whole map, in parts of the map (e.g. states, countries or 
regions), and any parts that do not fit the patterns (anomalies).

1.5.3 Let me do it
Go to learnON to access the following additional resources to help you build this skill:

 • a longer explanation of this skill and its application in Geography (Tell me)
 • a video showing the step-by-step process of this skill (Show me)
 • an activity and interactivity for you to practise this skill (Let me do it)
 • self-marking questions to help you understand and use this skill.

int-3130

eles-1634
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FIGURE 1  Major vegetation types in Australia
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Source: Map taken from http://www.anbg.gov.au/aust-veg/veg-map.html. Reproduced with permission from Sydney University
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Resources

eWorkbook   SkillBuilder: How to read a map (ewbk-8616)

Video eLesson SkillBuilder: How to read a map (eles-1634)

Interactivity SkillBuilder: How to read a map (int-3130)
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1.6 Writing skills in Geography 

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will know where to find templates and worksheets in your online resources to 
help you write well in Geography.

Communicating your ideas to other 
people in an important part of your 
learning. How can your teachers assess 
whether you understand the ideas and 
skills you are learning if you can’t 
communicate them? More importantly, 
there are many situations in life where 
you have to communicate your ideas 
to other people in writing. Want to 
apply to build an extension to your 
house? Need to access help from the 
government after a bushfire? Want to 
protest against a new mine in your 
area? Most likely, you will need to do 
these things in writing.

To learn more about the Pacific Islands, 
go to your learnON resources at www.jacPLUS.com.au

Contents
1.6.1 Writing in Geography
1.6.2 Writing templates and help sheets

FIGURE 1 Need help with your writing in geography?
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1.7 Review
1.7.1 Key knowledge summary
1.2 Geographical inquiry

 • Geography is a way of exploring, analysing and understanding this world of ours, especially its people 
and places.

 • Geographers use what is called an ‘inquiry’ approach. This means that you will investigate questions by 
collecting, analysing and interpreting information and data in order to develop your own understanding 
and draw your own conclusions.

 • Geography is a way of thinking and a way of looking at the world. One of the key tools geographers use 
is a map.

 • Maps contain a lot of information about people and places. As a geographer you will produce your own 
maps and spatial information, by hand or digitally.

1.3 Geographical concepts
 • The acronym SPICESS helps you remember the seven geographical concepts: 

 • space
 • place
 • interconnection
 • change
 • environment
 • sustainability
 • scale.

1.4 Work and careers in Geography
 • Many jobs in a wide variety of occupations have links with Geography.

1.5 How to read a map
 • Border — shows the boundaries of the map
 • Orientation — shows direction on the map, usually which way is north
 • Legend — explains the symbols and colours used (also called the key)
 • Title — describes what the map is showing
 • Scale — indicates distances on the map
 • Source — explains the source of the information for the map

1.6 Writing skills in Geography
 • Communicating your ideas well is an important skill in Geography and in life.
 • But you’re not alone — find templates and SkillBuilders to help in your online Resources panel. 

1.7.2 Key terms

absolute location    the latitude and longitude of a place

change    geographical concept concerned with examining, comparing and predicting the impact of processes over time

environment    geographical concept concerned with why the natural world plays an important part in human life

interconnection    geographical concept concerned with how natural places, processes and features can change or affect each 
other and people, or be changed or affected by people

place    geographical concept concerned with why somewhere is important and the characteristics that make it unique or 
interesting

relative location    the direction and distance from one place to another

scale    geographical concept concerned with the different levels or ranges at which issues can be examined

space    geographical concept concerned with location, distribution (spread) and how we change or design places

spatial    how things relate to each other in an area or location

sustainability    geographical concept concerned with how to protect the environment and life on Earth
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1.7.3 Reflection

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview.

How and why do we study Geography?

 1. Think about everything you did this morning before you got to school. Brainstorm examples of how your 
morning routine might relate to the seven key concepts in Geography.

 2. Describe a situation in daily life that might be made easier if you knew how to use one of the geographical 
tools.

Subtopic Success criteria

1.1 I can describe what Geographers do.

1.2 I can explain the three main stages in the geographical inquiry 
process: acquiring, processing and communicating information.

I can name some common types of maps.

I can explain the importance of fieldwork to studying Geography.

I can name common types of graphs used in Geography.

I can name some types of spatial technology.

1.3 I can list the seven geographical concepts.

I can explain the geographical concept of space.

I can explain the geographical concept of place.

I can explain the geographical concept of interconnection.

I can explain the geographical concept of change.

I can explain the geographical concept of environment.

I can explain the geographical concept of sustainability.

I can explain the geographical concept of scale.

1.4 I can list some of the careers that studying Geography can 
lead to.

I can outline some of the skills that jobs in geographical fields 
require.

1.5 I can recognise key features of maps.

I can use a map to gain meaning.

1.6 I know where I can find templates and skills sheets to help me 
write well in Geography.

Resources

eWorkbook Chapter 1 Student learning matrix (ewbk-8436)
Chapter 1 Reflection (ewbk-8437)

Chapter 1 Extended writing task (ewbk-8438)
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RESOURCE SUMMARY  Resources

Below is a full list of rich resources available online for this topic. These resources are designed to bring ideas to life, 
to promote deep and lasting learning and to support the different learning needs of each individual.

 eWorkbook

 1.1 Chapter 1 eWorkbook (ewbk-7981)  ■

 1.2 Geographical inquiry (ewbk-8608) ■

 1.3 Geographical concepts (ewbk-8612)  ■

 1.4 Work and careers in Geography (ewbk-8616) ■

 1.5 SkillBuilder: How to read a map (ewbk-8616) ■

 1.6 SkillBuilder: Notetaking (ewbk-8622)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Structuring a paragraph (ewbk-8626)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Interpreting short answer questions  
(ewbk-8630)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Evaluating a point of view (ewbk-8634)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Analysing an essay question (ewbk-8638)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Structuring an essay (ewbk-8642)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Creating presentation slides (ewbk-8646)  ■

 1.7 Chapter 1 Student learning matrix (ewbk-8436) ■

  Chapter 1 Reflection (ewbk-8437) ■

  Chapter 1 Extended writing task (ewbk-8438) ■

 Video eLesson

 1.4 Geographical concepts - key concepts (eles-5049)  ■

 1.5 SkillBuilder: How to read a map (eles-1634)  ■

 1.6 SkillBuilder: Notetaking (eles-5042)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Structuring a paragraph (eles-5043)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Interpreting short answer questions  
(eles-5044)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Evaluating a point of view (eles-5045)  ■

  SkillBuilder: Analysing an essay question (eles-5046)  ■
  SkillBuilder: Structuring an essay (eles-5047)  ■
  SkillBuilder: Creating presentation slides (eles-5048)  ■

 Interactivity

 1.5 SkillBuilder: How to read a map (int-3130)  ■

 Weblink

 1.2 Geography careers (web-1070) ■

 my Word Atlas

 1.3 Deepen your understanding of this topic with related 
case studies and questions  ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts >  
Space (mwa-1599) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts >  
Place (mwa-1601) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > 
Interconnection (mwa-1600) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts >  
Change (mwa-1602) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > 
Environment (mwa-1603) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts > 
Sustainability (mwa-1605) ■

  Developing Australian Curriculum concepts >  
Scale (mwa-1604) ■
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