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22.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in this topic.

Who should be responsible for improving human wellbeing standards, and what is the most effective 
strategy to reduce the spatial inequalities in human wellbeing?

22�1�1 Introduction to improving human wellbeing
Human wellbeing and quality 
of life can be improved 
with targeted programs 
by governments, non-
government organisations 
and individuals. Societies 
pressure governments for 
change. Improvements are 
sought in living conditions, 
better access to services such 
as education and health care, 
and opportunities for jobs and 
economic advancements. You 
too can have an impact on the 
quality of life of people in 
your community.

STARTER QUESTIONS

 1. Think of the best things in your life — those things that really make you content� List them in order of 
importance to your own wellbeing�

 2. In the media there is often reference to people whose wellbeing has been affected� In the past month, recall 
those places and people that you have heard or seen mentioned�

 3. What can governments do to improve wellbeing for a community?
 4. Watch the Improving human wellbeing — Photo essay video in your online Resources� Can you think of any 

non-government organisations whose purpose is to improve the wellbeing of other people?
 5. What can you as an individual do to help others?

FIGURE 1  Families collecting water rations in South Sudan

Resources

eWorkbook Chapter 22 eWorkbook (ewbk-8114)

Video eLessons Improving human wellbeing — Photo essay (eles-5327)
Improving wellbeing (eles-5351)
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22.2  The role of governments in improving human 
wellbeing

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe the terms humanitarianism and aid, and explain how 
these are used by governments to improve human wellbeing globally�

22�2�1 Humanitarianism and aid
Governments play a national and international role in improving the wellbeing of people. They have the ability 
to fund projects and facilities to improve health, happiness, prosperity and welfare not only in their own 
country but across the world. This most often comes in the form of aid or humanitarianism. Humanitarianism 
is the most significant motivation for the giving of aid, but it may be motivated by other functions as well:

 • as a sign of friendship between two countries
 • to strengthen a military ally
 • to reward a government for actions approved by the donor
 • to extend the donor’s cultural influence
 • to gain some kind of business or commercial access to a country.

The different types of aid
Bilateral aid is aid given by 
governments to donor countries. 
Multilateral aid is provided through 
international institutions such 
as UNICEF. Non-government 
organisation (NGO) or charity aid 
is provided by organisations such 
as the Red Cross. Aid takes many 
forms: money, food, medicine, 
equipment, expertise, scholarships, 
training, clothing or military 
assistance (to name just a few). 
Large-scale aid (top-down aid) is 
usually given to the government of 
a developing country so that it can 
spend it on the projects that it needs. 
Small-scale aid projects (bottom-up 
aid) target the people most in 
need of the aid and help them 
directly, without any government 
interference. Aid from NGOs tends 
to be bottom-up aid.

Aid can increase the dependency of recipient countries on donor countries. 
Sometimes aid is not a gift but a loan, and poor countries may struggle to repay the 
money. Aid may also be used to put political or economic pressure on a country, 
which may leave its people feeling like they owe their donors a favour. There is 
also the threat that corruption among politicians and officials will prevent aid from 
reaching the people who need it most. If aid does not provide for and empower 
citizens, then wellbeing will not improve.

FIGURE 1  The Friendship Bridge across the Mekong River, which 
connects Thailand with Loas, was built with Australian aid�

aid    (also referred to as 
international aid) the use of 
one country’s resources (such 
as military, food or materials) 
or money (normally in the form 
of investment) to help another 
country that is in need

humanitarianism    is the concern 
for the welfare of human beings
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22�2�2 Australia’s international aid 
The Australian government will provide an 
estimated $4 billion between 2020 and 2021 
to many regions in the world (see FIGURE 3). 
Australian aid helps developing countries reduce 
poverty and achieve sustainable development. 
It focuses on:

 • the Asia–Pacific region
 • helping over 58 million people annually 

through various programs
 • distributing funds through bilateral and 

multilateral aid programs as well as 
emergency relief, such as to the crisis in 
Syria.

Aid is not always about giving large sums of 
cash to other governments. It is about investing 
in various industries to increase the number 
of jobs available, giving access to education 
and health services, and setting up sustainable 
industries to improve all aspects of wellbeing 
(see FIGURE 4).
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FIGURE 3  The countries to which the Australian government gives: the size of the dot represents the quantity of aid given�

sustainable development    
development that meets the 
needs of the current generation 
without the depletion of resources

FIGURE 2  Students study in a school room built with 
Australian aid in Tawi-Tawi, Bangsamoro Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, The Philippines 
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CASE STUDY

Australian aid to Indonesia

Indonesia is a close neighbour and 
an important partner in our bilateral, 
regional and global interests� A 
prosperous, stable and growing 
Indonesia is good for regional stability, 
security, trade and cooperation� 
Australia works with Indonesia to 
develop effective economic institutions 
and infrastructure, human development, 
effective governance and poverty 
reduction� Australia is pledging  
$375�7 million to the various sectors 
presented in FIGURE 5)�

Australia’s aid program with Indonesia 
has resulted in improvements in 
wellbeing including the following:

 • 866 Australian Awards for Indonesian students to study in Australia
 • connecting 464 034 people in rural areas to water and sanitation services in 2014–2015
 • supporting the formation of 950 local women’s groups across Indonesia, which will help influence policy in 

areas such as access to jobs and reducing violence against women
 • funding skilled birth attendants to reduce maternal mortality by 40 per cent between 2009 and 2014�

Promoting Australia’s national interests by
contributing to sustainable economic

growth and poverty reduction

To achieve

Private sector development Human development

We maximise
impact by being

innovative
and leveraging

knowledge
and �nance

Infrastructure,
trade facilitation
and international
competitiveness

Agriculture,
�sheries and

water

Effective
governance:

policies,
institutions and

functioning
economies

Education
and health

Building resilience:
humanitarian

assistance, disaster
risk reduction and
social protection

Gender
equality and
empowering

women
and girls

We invest in

For each country, the balance of investments will be tailored to country context and re�ect Australia’s national interest.

FIGURE 4  How Australia provides aid to other countries
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FIGURE 5  Australian aid to Indonesia by investment priorities, 
2015–2016

Source: Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade website — www�dfat�gov�au
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22.2 ACTIVITIES

 1. Aid: Is it good or bad? As a class, create a four-column table highlighting the positives and negatives for both 
the donor and recipient nations of aid, as well as the advantages and disadvantages for both the donor and 
recipient of aid�

 2. How does Australian aid contribute to human wellbeing in other countries? Use the link to the most recent 
Australia Aid Budget Summary from DFAT in your online Resources to answer the following questions� (Open 
the Australian Aid Budget Summary and select one country� Choose different countries to other groups in your 
class to get an idea of how Australia allocates its aid budget�)

 a. How much is Australia’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) in your selected country?
 b. List the three main priorities the funding is supporting in your country�
 c. Provide two examples of programs, activities or initiatives that the Australian Government is supporting and 

what they are hoping to achieve�
 d. As a class, discuss your findings and decide on the main priorities of Australia’s aid� Develop a one-

sentence mission statement for the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade�
 3. In pairs or small groups, design a country-specific program that you think would help alleviate chronic poverty 

in one of sub-Saharan Africa’s most poverty-stricken countries�
 4. In two groups, debate the contention ‘Australia should do more to support global human wellbeing’�
 5. Investigate the impact a cyclone might have on an LEDC compared to a MEDC� Do some research online 

on the impact of Cyclone Yasi on Northern Queensland in comparison to Vanuatu� Write a one-paragraph 
justification on why Vanuatu would require different types of aid in order to recover from the impacts of 
Cyclone Yasi�

 6. Investigate how the Australian government has supported countries in the Pacific region during the COVID-19 
pandemic� Discuss the extent and types of aid provided�

Resources

eWorkbook The role of governments in improving human wellbeing (ewbk-10347)

Video eLesson The role of governments in improving human wellbeing — Key concepts (eles-5328)

Interactivity Helping others (int-3305)

In the 2021–22 financial year, the 
Australian Government allocated $255�7 
million for aid specifically to Indonesia� 
The plans for this funding were adjusted 
as the extent and severity of the impact of 
COVID-19 in Indonesia became apparent� 

Working closely with the Indonesian 
government and health authorities, 
Australia provided aid to support three 
key goals in pandemic management and 
recovery:

 • health security: providing help with 
virus testing and health services to 
mitigate the spread and impact of the 
virus, including providing ventilators, 
emergency assistance and improved 
sanitation services

 • stability: providing aid to assist food 
security, continuing education and 
social safety as a means of protecting 
levels of political and social stability, 
especially for isolated, marginalised or  
vulnerable communities

 • economic recovery: providing support to businesses affected by the pandemic, especially businesses run by 
people from vulnerable communities�

FIGURE 6  The Indonesian government employed food delivery 
drivers to distribute food aid to vulnerable people during the 
pandemic, Bogor, Indonesia, 2020�
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22.2 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. List the two main types of aid and the different forms aid can come in�
 2. List the countries Australia gives aid to�
 3. Provide reasons why Australia would give aid to other countries�
 4. What is Australia’s total aid contribution for 2020–2021?
 5. Refer to FIGURE 3 and the case study above to answer the following questions�
 a. How much aid did Australia give to Indonesia in 2015–2016?
 b. In what sectors was the aid invested?
 c. How much money was given to develop the education sector?

Apply your understanding

 6. Using FIGURE 4, suggest reasons why aid is given in infrastructure and development and not cash�
 7. Explain how aid improves the wellbeing of people�
 8. Assess the positive and negative impacts of aid on recipient countries�
 9. Using FIGURE 3, examine the map of 

Australia’s aid and write a short paragraph 
describing the spatial patterns of 
Australia’s aid�

 10. Provide some reasons why Australia’s 
aid might be focused on neighbouring 
countries�

 11. What are the benefits to Australia 
in providing aid to our neighbouring 
countries?

 12. Use FIGURE 4 to answer the following 
questions�

 a. Choose one area that Australia’s aid 
invests in� Justify the benefit to Australia 
in investing in this area in another 
country�

 b. Distinguish the difference between 
private sector development and human 
development�

 c. What is the benefit to Australia in 
reducing poverty in other countries?

Challenge your understanding

 13. Recommend how Australia could change 
or improve their foreign aid allocations 
as a result of a significant conflict in a 
neighbouring country�

 14. Do you think the Australian government 
does enough to assist countries in need? 
Justify your answer�

 15. Might it be inappropriate for Australia to 
provide aid in some circumstances? Write 
one paragraph explaining why�

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

 ■ LEVEL 2
4, 5, 9, 11, 15

 ■ LEVEL 1
1, 2, 7, 10, 14

 ■ LEVEL 3
3, 6, 8, 12, 13

Learning pathways

FIGURE 7  An Australian Army private teaches first aid to 
members of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force�
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22.3 The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain how NGOs improve human wellbeing in LEDCs and justify 
why a bottom-up approach to managing human wellbeing issues is effective�

22�3�1 NGOs
Non-government organisations (NGOs), also known as charities, play a critical role in improving wellbeing 
for many different groups around the world. NGOs are not-for-profit organisations. Most NGOs aim to 
improve the standard of living and quality of life for people, animals and the environment. Charity aid is 
voluntary; governmental, private and individual donations are collected by organisations such as the Red Cross, 
Greenpeace, Sea Shepherd and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) to meet their aims.

22�3�2 Aid from NGOs
Aid takes many forms, including money, food, medicine, equipment, expertise, scholarships, 
training, clothing and military assistance. Aid received from NGOs is generally for small-
scale aid projects (bottom-up aid) that target the people most in need of assistance. These 
small-scale projects help people directly without any government interference. UNICEF, 
UNHCR, Red Cross, Oxfam and OzHarvest are just some examples of NGOs that work 
domestically and internationally to improve people’s wellbeing.

CASE STUDY

OzHarvest and Oxfam

OzHarvest

OzHarvest is an Australian NGO that 
redistributes excess and unwanted food from 
supermarkets, bakeries, cafés and restaurants 
to people in need at refuge centres, homeless 
shelters, youth groups and other organisations 
that service people with addictions, people with 
mental health issues, people with disabilities 
and the elderly� OzHarvest focuses on 
rescuing food, educating people, engaging the 
community and promoting innovation to combat 
food waste� With assistance from a large group 
of volunteers, OzHarvest successfully rescues 
and redelivers approximately 56 tonnes of food 
each week� Food is an important component 
in a person’s wellbeing� It contributes to good 
health and welfare of an individual� According to 
Foodbank, nearly one million Australian children 
go without breakfast or dinner�

Oxfam

Oxfam is an international NGO that focuses on fighting poverty through the provision of education, food, 
healthcare and infrastructure development� It has assisted approximately 25 million people in more than 85 
countries around the world during 2014–2015� It also has partnerships with more than 138 fair trade and ethical 
producers, which contributes to the wellbeing of those producers�

FIGURE 1  OzHarvest redistributes excess and unwanted 
food to people in need�

non-government organisation 
(NGO)    a citizen-based 
association that operates 
independently of government, 
usually to deliver resources or 
serve some social or political 
purpose
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Oxfam relies on donations to support its wellbeing projects and the majority of the money donated goes directly 
to the program (see FIGURE 2)� A $300 donation allows Oxfam to provide a water harvesting system to supply 
clean water for 200 families in drought-stricken southern Africa� Clean water is essential in preventing diseases 
such as cholera� Water-poor communities are usually economically poor as well, because of the waterborne 
illnesses� Education levels also suffer because sick children are unable to attend school�

FIGURE 2  How Oxfam spends the money that is donated to its wellbeing projects:

Resources

eWorkbook The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing (ewbk-10351)

Video eLesson The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing — Key concepts (eles-5329)

Interactivity The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing (int-8758)

(a) Education resources

(c) Food programs and nutrition

(b) Healthcare and health facilities

(d)  Access to clean water sources to ensure water 
security
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22.3 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. Describe the role of NGOs in your own words� (Include what NGO stands for in your answer�)
 2. Identify at least three different types of aid that NGOs can give�
 3. Outline the benefits of small-scale aid�
 4. What role do NGOs play in restoring wellbeing to a country?
 5. Define the terms bottom-up and top-down in terms of approaches to managing human wellbeing issues�
 6. Describe why NGOs are often described as using a bottom-up approach to human wellbeing issues�

Apply your understanding

 7. Provide reasons why education levels drop in areas where children are exposed to health issues such  
as cholera�

 8. With the use of statistics and examples, write a paragraph to explain how OzHarvest and Oxfam improve 
human wellbeing�

 9. Write a paragraph outlining what NGOs do and how and why they do it� Use examples to illustrate your 
explanation�

 10. Explain why a bottom-up approach to managing human wellbeing issues is effective�
 11. Choose an image from FIGURE 2 and explain how that image shows that Oxfam has had a positive impact on 

human wellbeing�
 12. Develop a flow chart to show the potential flow on effect from the positive impact of one example of aid� For 

example, improvements in successful birthing rates may lead to a reduction in population growth in LEDCs, 
resulting in less strain on primary resources such as food�

Challenge your understanding

 13. Choose an important issue that affects wellbeing of people in Australia� Justify why a bottom-up focused 
program would be the most effective approach to improving your issue�

 14. Suggest why it might be important for NGOs and governments to work collaboratively on a human  
wellbeing issue�

 15. Predict whether you think communities and individuals in need of aid will rely on NGOs more or less in the 
next 50 years� Give reasons for your view�

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

22.3 ACTIVITIES

 1. Research an international NGO and show how it is working towards peace in areas of very low peacefulness� 
Focus on a country not studied in this chapter�

 2. In groups, do some research online to find a list of NGOs that help in your local area�
 a. What do they do for people?
 b. Develop your own NGO aimed at making a positive change on a human wellbeing issue in your local area� 

The aim of this task is to make a positive change on human wellbeing within your area� Structure your task 
using the subheadings below�

 i. The issue
 ii. Examples, statistics and research to explain the issue
 iii. Strategies/programs/initiatives you have developed to resolve the issue
 c. Develop your idea further by focusing on its sustainability� Think about any negative economic, social and 

environmental impacts of your NGO and find ways to minimise them� For example, how can your idea be 
funded sustainably, or what will you do with any waste created?

 ■ LEVEL 2
3, 4, 9, 10, 14

 ■ LEVEL 1
1, 2, 7, 8, 13

 ■ LEVEL 3
5, 6, 11, 12, 15

Learning pathways
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22.4  The role of individuals in improving human  
 wellbeing

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to discuss the role individuals play in improving standards of  
human wellbeing�

22�4�1 Factors that improve the wellbeing of individuals
Individuals have a role to play in their own state of wellbeing, but they also contribute to the wellbeing of 
others. All aspects of life influence a person’s health, happiness, prosperity and welfare.

Happiness and contentment enhance 
a person’s wellbeing. The Victorian 
Government published a list of 
factors that influence a positive state 
of wellbeing for individuals. The list 
includes:

 • a close network of friends
 • an enjoyable and fulfilling career
 • regular exercise
 • nutritional diet
 • sufficient sleep
 • fun hobbies and leisure pursuits
 • a healthy self-esteem
 • realistic and achievable goals
 • a sense of belonging
 • the ability to adapt to change
 • living in a fair and democratic 

society
 • enough money
 • optimistic outlook
 • spiritual or religious beliefs.

22�4�2 Individual action to improve human wellbeing
Helping another person not only makes you feel good; it also contributes to the other person’s wellbeing. There 
are many ways individuals can get involved in larger programs through governments and NGOs to assist other 
people and improve their wellbeing.

Volunteering
Volunteering your time in a project that interests you can be one of the most rewarding and eye-opening 
experiences. Many non-government organisations offer volunteer positions domestically and internationally. 
Getting involved in projects allows you to engage and connect with your local community or even the 
international community. For example, Doctors Without Borders (also known as Médecins Sans Frontières) are 
an international NGO who deliver emergency medical aid to people affected by conflict, epidemics, disasters or 
exclusion from healthcare.

Regardless of the type of volunteering work and the time you have available, 
you are making a difference to a person or family. If you are interested in 
becoming involved, a good place to start is Volunteering Australia (www.
volunteeringaustralia.org).

FIGURE 1  Factors that influence wellbeing are interconnected� For 
example, participating in regular exercise allows you to meet people 
to form a close network of friends�

volunteering    giving up time to 
commit to an idea or organisation 
without being paid
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FOCUS ON FIELDWORK

Wellbeing at school

Your task is to produce a fieldwork report that you could present to 
your school that outlines student wellbeing� You need to focus on what 
your school already does for student wellbeing and areas that could be 
improved� You also need to make suggestions on how individuals and 
groups can get involved to improve wellbeing at your school� Tip: A good 
way to measure wellbeing is to create a student satisfaction survey based 
on what makes them happy�

FIGURE 2 (a) Localised volunteering includes activities such as serving food in homeless shelters� (b) 
Participating in local and overseas programs can involve teaching children how to read and write or helping 
with afterschool programs� (c) Juan Mann made it his mission to reach out and hug strangers to brighten up 
their day� He was often located in Pitt Street Shopping Mall, Sydney� Community service volunteers also play 
an important role in keeping Australians safe, such as volunteer emergency services (d) and surf life savers (e)�

fdw-0049

(b)

(c)(a)

(d) (e)
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Beyond GDP: are there better ways to measure well-being?

The Conversation, December 2, 2014 7.02 am AEDT

Ida Kubiszewski, Senior Lecturer at Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University

‘At present, we are stealing the future, selling it in the present, and calling it GDP�’ — Paul Hawken

Imagine if a corporation used Gross Domestic Product (GDP) accounting to do its books: it would be adding all 
its income and expenses together to get a final number� Nobody would think that’s a very good indication of how 
well that business was doing� Herman Daly, a former senior economist at the World Bank, said that, ‘the current 
national accounting system treats the earth as a business in liquidation�’ He also noted that we are now in a 
period of ‘uneconomic growth’; where GDP is growing but societal welfare is not�

The good news is that there are several alternatives to GDP being actively developed, discussed, and used� One 
of these is the Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI)�

GPI starts with personal consumption expenditures — a major component of GDP — and adjusts it using  
25 components� These adjustments include incorporating the negative effects of income inequality on welfare; 
adding positive elements not considered in GDP, such as the benefits of household work, volunteer work, and 
higher education; and subtracting environmental costs and social costs like the costs of crime, unemployment, 
and pollution� In doing so, it paints a more accurate picture of how far we’ve come over the last three decades�

Regional level

In the United States, the states of Maryland and Vermont officially report their GPI annually� In 2010, Maryland 
was the first state to officially adopt the GPI as an alternative to GDP� The state’s goal was  
‘to measure whether or not economic progress results in sustainable prosperity’�

Since its beginning, Maryland governor Martin O’Malley has actively implemented policies to encourage the 
increase of GPI� The media has also taken up the challenge of shedding light on the true picture of societal 
welfare, with media coverage now regularly reporting on changes in GPI�

In 2012, the state of Vermont passed legislation mandating the calculation of GPI� Since then, GPI has been 
estimated for other states including Colorado, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Michigan, Ohio, Oregon, and Utah, while 
ten others have expressed interest in developing their own studies� This movement towards GPI is part of an 
international trend, and GPI has been calculated in around 20 countries worldwide� The international research 
community has begun to develop what is being called ‘GPI 2�0’� GPI 2�0 seeks to improve standardization and 
robustness of the current GPI�

National level

GPI is not the only new measure of societal welfare being adopted around the world� The Kingdom of Bhutan 
began using Gross National Happiness (GNH) as an alternative to GDP in 1972 after fourth King, Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck, stated that ‘Gross National Happiness is more important than Gross National Product�’

GNH is estimated using a survey that takes approximately seven hours per person� In 2013, it was taken by more 
than 10% of the Bhutanese population� The Bhutanese government also established the GNH Commission to 
assess all new policies for their impact on the ‘happiness’ or well-being of the population�

The Australian Bureau of Statistics also began moving in this direction with the Measures of Australia’s Progress 
(MAP) initiative� MAP was established to address the question, ‘Is life in Australia getting better?’ MAP provides 
Australians with 26 indicators related to society, economy, environment, and governance� Unlike the GPI, it 
does not aggregate the indicators into one overall measure, but allows viewers to make their own assessment 
regarding the well-being of the Australian population based on the individual indicators� However, funding was 
discontinued for MAP in early 2014�

Global effort

Currently, no global consensus exists regarding alternatives to GDP� However, there is growing agreement that 
the continued use of GDP as a proxy for overall well-being is not appropriate� A range of national indicators exist 
and are being used around the world�

FIGURE 3 Article extract, from The Conversation on measuring wellbeing
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The Millennium Development Goals, which are ending in 2015, look primarily at health, poverty, and education� To 
replace them, a UN-led initiative has developed a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)� These new 
goals have a broader agenda that includes the environment, inequality, and sustainable and equitable economic 
growth, amongst other aspects�

Although metrics are being developed for each of the 17 goals and their sub-goals, as of yet, no overall indicator 
has been developed to assess the overall success of the SDGs�

Robert F� Kennedy once said that a country’s GDP measures ‘everything except that which makes life 
worthwhile’� The only way to dethrone GDP from its current role, is to start measuring all those things that do 
‘make life worthwhile’�

Alternative national indicators of welfare and well-being

Indicator Explanation Coverage

Index of Sustainable Economic 
Welfare (ISEW) & Genuine Progress 
Indicator (GPI)

Type: GDP modification
Unit: dollar

Personal consumption expenditures 
weighted by income distribution, with 
volunteer and household work added and 
environmental and social costs subtracted�

 • 17 countries, 
several states and 
regions

 • 1950-various years

Genuine savings

Type: Income accounts modification
Unit: dollar

Level of saving after depreciation of 
produced capital, investments in human 
capital, depletion of minerals, energy, and 
forests, and damages from local and global 
air pollutants are accounted for�

 • 140 countries
 • 1970–2008

Inclusive Wealth Index

Type: Capital accounts modification
Unit: dollar

Asset wealth including built, human, and 
natural resources�

 • 20 countries
 • 1990–2008

Australian Unity Well-Being Index

Type: Survey based index
Unit: Index

Annual survey of various aspects of well-
being and quality of life

 • Australia
 • 2001-present

Gallup-Healthways Well-Being 
Index

Type: Survey based index
Unit: Index

Annual survey in taking into account five 
elements purpose (employment, etc), 
social, financial, community and physical 
(health)�

 • 50 states of the 
USA, expanded to 
135 countries in 
2013�

 • 2008-present

Gross National Happiness

Type: Survey based index
Unit: Index

Detailed in-person survey around nine 
domains psychological well-being, standard 
of living, governance, health, education, 
community vitality, cultural diversity, time 
use, and ecological diversity�

 • Bhutan
 • 2010

Human Development Index

Type: Composite index
Unit: Index

Index of GDP per person, spending on 
health and education, and life expectancy�

 • 177 countries
 • 1980-present

Happy Planet Index

Type: Compose index 
Unit: Index

A calculation based on subjective well 
being multiplied by life expectancy divided 
by ecological footprint�

 • 153 countries
 • 3 years

OECD Better Lite Index

Type: Composite index
Unit: Index

Includes housing, income, jobs, community 
education, environment, civic engagement, 
health, life satisfaction, safety, and work-life 
balance�

 • 36 OECO countries
 • 1 year

Source: The Conversation (Ida Kubiszewski)

750 Jacaranda Geoactive 2 NSW Australian curriculum Geography Stage 5 Fifth Edition

PAGE PROOFS



22.4 ACTIVITIES

 1. As a class, discuss the terms wellbeing and development� Brainstorm key words for each of the terms using a 
Venn diagram� 

 2. Discuss the differences in human wellbeing and development between MEDCs and LEDCs�
 3. Think of how wellbeing as a concept can be measured and quantified� What indicators could be used to 

measure wellbeing? Discuss what the issues might be with measuring wellbeing using quantitative indicators?
 4. Refer to the article from The Conversation on measuring wellbeing (FIGURE 3) to complete the following�
 a. Choose one alternative indicator of wellbeing from the article�
 b. Explain what it measures�
 c. Identify the top 10 and bottom 10 countries in the world using this index�
 d. Compare your findings with the person sitting next to you�
 e. How does the ranking of countries based on wellbeing change when different indicators are used?
 f. How might cultural or social factors affect the way people respond to surveys or questions about their 

own wellbeing? Discuss how you could avoid bias (of any kind such as racial, gender, age, ability) when 
measuring qualitative indicators of wellbeing�

Resources

eWorkbook The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing (ewbk-10355)

Video eLesson The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing — Key concepts (eles-5330)

Interactivity The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing (int-8759)

FIGURE 4 How might your social or cultural views impact on your understanding of wellbeing
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22.4 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. Define wellbeing�
 2. Create a list of what makes you happy� Would a list of what helps your wellbeing be different to this list? 

Outline why or why not�
 3. What factors influence a person’s wellbeing?
 4. What is a volunteer? What do they do?
 5. Give three reason why people volunteer�

Apply your understanding

 6. Explain how volunteering can improve human wellbeing�
 7. What could your school do to improve:
 a. student wellbeing
 b. the wellbeing of other community groups?
 8. Think of a human wellbeing issue in your local area and justify why an individual approach to improving this 

issue would be the most effective�
 9. Read the extract below and write justifications for the following�

‘Human wellbeing is the recognition that everyone around the world, regardless of geography, age, culture, 
religion or political environment, aspires to live well� Wellbeing is not necessarily bound by income, rather, 
it is an individual’s thoughts and feelings about how well they are doing in life, contentment with material 
possessions and having relationships that enable them to achieve their goals�’
Source: © Commonwealth of Australia, 2013� Geographies of Human Wellbeing� Geography Teachers’ 
Association of Victoria Inc� (Global Education Project Victoria)�

 a. Why human wellbeing is subjective in nature
 b. Why human wellbeing should be a compulsory subject in school
 c. Why a deeper understand of human wellbeing issues will have a positive impact to the world

Challenge your understanding

 10. What makes human wellbeing a geographical issue?
 11. What can you do to contribute to and improve:
 a. your own wellbeing
 b. someone else’s wellbeing
 c. community wellbeing?
 12. Examine the alternative indicators of welfare and wellbeing presented in this subtopic� Suggest which would 

be the most appropriate way to measure the wellbeing of people in your community, and justify your decision 
with examples�

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

 ■ LEVEL 2
1, 3, 6, 10

 ■ LEVEL 1
2, 4, 7, 11

 ■ LEVEL 3
5, 8, 9, 12

Learning pathways
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22.5 Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to explain inequalities in wellbeing within the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders populations, describe programs aimed to improve the wellbeing of these communities, and 
propose action to further reduce the inequality�

22�5�1 Recognising the divide
Significant disadvantages are experienced by Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples across all 
socioeconomic indicators in Australia. These disadvantages are the result of historical influences that have 
contributed to social inequality, which in many ways is still present in contemporary society. Aboriginal 
Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have experienced exclusion from socially valued resources and 
services as a result of historical policies and laws. This exclusion is a key contributing factor to these issues 
still being prevalent in society today. Australian governments and other agencies such as Oxfam are continuing 
to push initiatives aimed at improving some of the problems that many Aboriginal communities face.

Ultimately, all Australians benefit from a united effort to address disadvantage, and benefit when disadvantage 
is overcome. However, Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples will specifically be better placed 
to fulfil their own cultural, social and economic aspirations if this disadvantage is addressed.

22�5�2 Closing the Gap
The Closing the Gap partnership is a national agreement between federal and state governments and the 
Coalition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peak Organisations. The core principle of the agreement is 
outlined in FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 1 The principle and focus of Closing the Gap, as explained by the Australian government

What we know

Closing the Gap acknowledges the ongoing strength and resilience of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
in sustaining the world’s oldest living cultures�

Closing the Gap is underpinned by the belief that when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have a 
genuine say in the design and delivery of policies, programs and services that affect them, better life outcomes 
are achieved� It also recognises that structural change in the way governments work with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people is needed to close the gap�

What we are doing differently

All Australian governments are working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, their communities, 
organisations and businesses to implement the new National Agreement on Closing the Gap at the national, state 
and territory, and local levels�

This is an unprecedented shift in the way governments have previously worked to close the gap� It acknowledges 
that to close the gap, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people must determine, drive and own the desired 
outcomes, alongside all governments�

This new way of working requires governments to build on the strong foundations Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people have, through their deep connection to family, community and culture�

Source: https://www�closingthegap�gov�au/
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The National Agreement is 
divided into eight outcome areas:
 1. Education
 2. Employment
 3. Health and wellbeing
 4. Justice
 5. Safety
 6. Housing
 7. Land and waters
 8. Languages.

Under the Closing the Gap 
program, these outcomes have 
specific targets, many of which 
relate directly or indirectly to 
wellbeing, including:

 • Target 1: closing the life 
expectancy gap between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people by 2031

 • Target 2: ensuring 91 per cent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander babies are born at a healthy 
birthweight by 2031

 • Target 4: ensuring 55 per cent of children are meeting development standards for their age
 • Target 13: reducing family violence by at least 50 per cent by 2031
 • Target 14: reducing rates of suicide and self-harm
 • Target 16: supporting Aboriginal Cultures and Languages to flourish.

Aspects of these targets also involve significant public health initiatives. Child mortality 
rate targets are currently on track to be met due to improvements in antenatal care, 
sanitation and public health; better neonatal intensive care; and the development of 
immunisation programs.

Meeting the life expectancy target will be challenging, particularly as overall life 
expectancy for the population as a whole is increasing. To meet the life expectancy 
target, average Indigenous life expectancy gains of 0.6 and 0.8 years per year are 
needed — that is almost 21 years by 2031 to close the gap.

22�5�3 Programs to improve wellbeing
The following initiatives provide examples as to how both government and non-government agencies are 
working to improve the health of the Aboriginal Peoples of Australia.

 • The National Partnership Agreement on Closing the Gap in Indigenous Health Outcomes. For 
example, the Many Rivers Aboriginal Medical Service Alliance in northern New South Wales brings together 
10 Aboriginal-controlled health organisations that share resources and programs servicing 35 000 people.

 • The Australian Government licensing scheme for community stores in the Northern Territory. This 
scheme requires store managers to offer a range of healthy food and drinks and to make these attractive 
to customers. Before this, people in remote Indigenous communities often had little choice. Goods and 
food were of poor quality, and basic consumer protection was lacking. In December 2011, 90 Northern 
Territory stores, such as that pictured in FIGURE 2, were licensed.

 • Oxfam’s Indigenous Health and Wellbeing Program. Oxfam works with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander organisations to hold governments to account over the Closing the Gap program. It also supports 
the Fitzroy Stars Football Club, which competes in Melbourne’s Northern Football League. This club brings 
together 300 Aboriginal men with the aim of nurturing a culture that promotes a healthy lifestyle, fitness, 
nutrition and self-esteem. It also aims to build bridges between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities.

FIGURE 2  The opening of the food store in Ngukurr, Northern Territory

antenatal care    the branch of 
medicine that deals with the care 
of women during pregnancy, 
childbirth and recovery after 
childbirth 

neonatal intensive care    the 
specialised nursing practice of 
caring for newborn infants
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CASE STUDY

Lombadina community program
Lombadina community is home to the Bardi 
people� It is located on the north-western coast 
of Western Australia (see FIGURE 3)� Lombadina 
and the neighbouring Djarindjin community 
are home to approximately 200 people� The 
Lombadina community is working towards self-
sufficiency through ventures that include tourism 
operations, a general store, an artefact and 
craft shop, a bakery and a garage� The tourist 
ventures centre on sharing knowledge of Bardi 
lifestyle and culture�

In addition to serviced accommodation, many 
tours are offered, including cultural tours, fishing 
charters, kayaking and bushwalking� Lombadina 
has received a number of tourism awards� The 
considerable success of these businesses has 
contributed substantially to the wellbeing of this 
community� Use the Lombadina weblink in your 
online Resources to experience a kayaking tour 
led by a Lombadina community member�

Lombadina is also involved in the EON Thriving 
Communities Project� EON is a non-government 
organisation operating by invitation in Aboriginal 
communities in Western Australia� It aims to 
close the gap in terms of health; for example, 
with the provision of practical knowledge about 
growing and preparing healthy food in schools 
and communities� The project has community 
ownership and is designed to be sustainable, thus 
improving wellbeing in the long term�

Resources

eWorkbook Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ewbk-10359)

Video eLesson Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples — Key concepts (eles-5331)

Interactivity Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (int-8760)

22.5 ACTIVITIES

 1. National Close the Gap Day is held in March each year to improve community awareness of the issue of 
Indigenous disadvantage and to publicise Federal Government action� Research when the next National Close 
the Gap day is and what activities are taking place in your state and/or local area for Close the Gap Day�

 2. Using the Lombadina Census QuickStats weblink in your online Resources, find some statistics to assess 
the wellbeing of the Lombadina community relative to Western Australia and Australia� Justify why you chose 
the statistics as indicators of wellbeing�

 3. The history of aid and intervention in communities from governments and other organisations is a complex 
issue that is a matter of deep pain and frustration for many Aboriginal Peoples in Australia� As a class, discuss 
what it means to be a good ally to Aboriginal Peoples in Australia today� Consider the best ways to empower 
other people rather than imposing your own ideas of what they might need or want�
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FIGURE 3  Location of Lombadina, Western Australia
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 4. Using an online infographic generator such as Canva or Piktochart, create a poster promoting National Close 
the Gap day to improve awareness of the issue at your school� Include statistics and research on the issue of 
disadvantage within the indigenous Australian community and give some examples of some initiatives being 
introduced to reduce this inequality�

 5. Investigate one of the following organisations that have experienced success in combating some of the 
health, social or educational disadvantages experienced by First Nations Australians� Why have they been 
successful? What outcomes will be changed?

 • Aboriginal Women Against Violence (New South Wales)
 • MPower — Family Income Management Plan (Queensland)
 • Indigenous Enabling Program at Monash University (Victoria)

22.5 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. List the five areas that are being addressed by the Federal Government’s Closing the Gap program�
 2. Why is the Closing the Gap program necessary?
 3. List three examples of programs to improve the wellbeing of Aboriginal peoples in Australia�
 4. How does the Australian Government licensing scheme for community stores in the Northern Territory 

improve wellbeing within the communities?
 5. Summarise the intention of the Closing the Gap program�

Apply your understanding

 6. Using FIGURE 3, write a three- to five-sentence spatial description for the location of Lombadina�
 7. Explain how tourism initiatives such as those run by the Lombadina community improve the wellbeing of 

people beyond that community�
 8. Justify the reasons why all Australians benefit from a united effort to address Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander disadvantage�
 9. Write a one-paragraph discussion on how the Lombadina community is working towards self-sufficiency in 

improving wellbeing�
 10. Explain how the tourism industry has improved wellbeing within the Lombadina community�
 11. Explain the purpose of the Thriving Communities Program�

Challenge your understanding

 12. Propose a sustainable, bottom-up solution to improve the wellbeing of Aboriginal Australians from each of 
the following�

 a. Individuals
 b. A non-government organisation
 c. A government organisation
 13. Write a one-paragraph justification of how one bottom-up solution to help close the gap is sustainable 

economically, socially, and environmentally�
 14. Why might some programs such as the Thriving Communities Program be more successful than others? 

Suggest and explain three reasons why a project to improve wellbeing might be successful�

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

 ■ LEVEL 2
3, 4, 8, 9, 13

 ■ LEVEL 1
1, 2, 6, 7, 12

 ■ LEVEL 3
5, 10, 11, 14

Learning pathways
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Resources

eWorkbook SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (ewbk-10363)

Video eLesson SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (eles-1762)

Interactivity SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (int-3380)

22.6 SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to analyse and discuss geographical issues from an objective 
perspective using accurate and reliable evidence to support your view�

The content in this subtopic is a summary of what you will find in the online resource.

22�6�1 Tell me
What does debating like a geographer mean?
Debating like a geographer involves being able to give the points for and against any issue that has a 
geographical basis, and supporting the ideas with arguments and evidence of a geographical nature. Debating 
like a geographer is useful for showing the different points of view on a wide range of global, national and 
local issues that affect our lives.

22�6�2 Show me
Step 1

Determine the topic to be debated and the rules of your debate such as timings.

Step 2

Create two teams of three debaters. One team must argue for the topic (the affirmative) and one team must 
argue against the topic (the negative).

Step 3

Appoint a chairperson, judges and a timekeeper. The chairperson introduces the speakers and keeps order 
during the debate. The judges use a set of criteria to score each of the speakers’ points. The timekeeper ensures 
that each speaker has equal time to speak.

Step 4

Research and prepare arguments based on geographical information: maps, statistics, graphs and data.

Step 5

Prepare the classroom for a formal debate. The adjudicated outcome is given when the judges have considered 
three key aspects of the debate: geographical matter, method and manner.

22�6�3 Let me do it

learnON Go to learnON to access the following additional resources to help you build this skill:
 • a longer explanation of this skill and its application in Geography (Tell me)
 • a video demonstrating the step-by-step process of this skill (Show me)
 • an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
 • self-marking questions to help you understand and use the skill.
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22.7 Improving wellbeing in Brazil

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to describe the spatial patterns of wellbeing within Brazil and 
evaluate the effectiveness of government initiatives to reduce the variations in human wellbeing for people living 
in Rio de Janeiro�

22�7�1 Variations in wellbeing within a city

How would you like to live with spectacular views over one of the world’s most 
beautiful coastlines? The only problem is that you could be living in a slum without 
running water and your only access in or out is via hundreds of stairs and laneways. 
This is life in a typical favela in Rio de Janeiro.

In 2011, Brazil overtook the United Kingdom as the world’s seventh-largest economy 
in terms of GDP. Despite its development over the past 30 years, the benefits of 
economic growth have not trickled down to the poor, resulting in large differences in 
wellbeing across the nation.

A relatively small group of Brazilians live extremely well, while 11 per cent of the 
approximate population of 202 million inhabitants remain in poverty. Of these, almost 
half continue to experience extreme poverty (see FIGURE 1). It is important to note that 
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FIGURE 1  Distribution of wealth per state of Brazil

favela    an area of informal housing 
usually located on the edge of 
many Brazilian cities� Residents 
occupy the land illegally and build 
their own housing� Dwellers often 
live without basic infrastructure 
such as running water, sewerage 
or garbage collection

GDP    (gross domestic product) 
the total value of all goods and 
services produced in a country in a 
given year, equal to total consumer, 
investment and government 
spending, plus the value of exports 
minus the value of imports
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Brazil conducts a national census only every ten years, unlike Australia, which 
conducts a census every five years. As a result, it can be difficult to find accurate 
and up-to-date population data, particularly in the less economically developed 
areas of Brazil such as the favelas.

There is considerable spatial variation in wellbeing between regions in Brazil. The 
majority of industrial development in Brazil has occurred in the south and south-
east regions, generating more wealth there. This contrasts markedly with the agriculturally based north-east 
region, which has higher rates of poverty and infant mortality and lower rates of nutrition.

22�7�2 The impact of development on wellbeing in Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro is a well-known tourist destination in Brazil, famous for its beautiful beaches, spectacular 
scenery and carnivals. However, for many local people, this is not the reality. Even within one of the wealthiest 
cities in the wealthiest region in Brazil, there is considerable variation in wellbeing and living conditions.

The city has experienced rapid growth, starting back in the eighteenth century when freed slaves who had 
originally worked on plantations came into the city in search of employment. This rural–urban migration still 
exists today, with thousands flocking to the city in search of opportunity and a new life. New settlers faced 
the dual problems of low wages and high housing costs, thus forcing them to construct illegal shanties on 
wasteland or vacant land. Over time, these have developed into full-blown suburbs, or favelas. Typically, these 
slums are located on steep slopes on the edges of the city, although, as the city has expanded, it has wrapped 
itself around the favelas.

Ironically, the poorest citizens live on unstable slopes with spectacular million-dollar views (see FIGURE 2), 
while the wealthier citizens tend to live on the more stable flatter land closer to the city centre.

According to Brazil’s last census, 22 per cent of Rio de Janeiro’s population of over 6.35 million people live in 
some 763 favelas. Rocinha (shown in FIGURE 3) is considered Rio’s largest favela, with its population estimated 
in the range of 150 000 to 300 000 people. It is located in the south zone of the city, in close proximity to the 
famous beaches of Rio’s Ipanema and Copacabana districts.

extreme poverty    under the 
United Nations’ Millennium 
Development Goals, this is 
defined as living on less than 
AU$1�30 per day

FIGURE 2  A favela located on a steep slope in Rio de Janeiro
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22�7�3 The wellbeing of people living in a favela
Living conditions in the favelas are extremely difficult, as they have developed without any type of planning 
or government regulations and the housing is generally substandard. As a result, the issues that have arisen are 
affecting the development of the city as well as the wellbeing of its citizens. Issues affecting wellbeing include:

 • lack of infrastructure such as sanitation and 
piped water; for example, almost one-third of 
favela households lack sanitation, leading to 
higher rates of disease. Garbage has to be put 
in sectioned-off dumping sites.

 • vulnerability to weather extremes; for example, 
heavy rainfall creates landslides and floods on 
steep slopes. Timber shacks are more vulnerable 
to collapse than houses built of concrete bricks.

 • lack of access: there is often only one main 
road, so movement around the favelas is via 
narrow lanes and steep staircases (see FIGURE 3)

 • long commuting times: the average time 
to travel into the city centre of Rio is 1 1/2 
hours by bus. The cost of public transport 
also takes a sizeable proportion of the average worker’s salary. This in turn limits both educational and 
employment opportunities.

 • lower household income: the average household income for people living in the favelas is approximately 
half that of those people living in the inner suburbs

 • high crime rates such as homicide, particularly linked to the influence of drug trafficking and criminal 
gangs who have established themselves within the relative safety of the favelas. In 2013, an estimated 37 
per cent of favelas were controlled by drug traffickers.

 • a sense of inferiority and insecurity felt by residents: most people do not have legal title to their land or 
dwellings and can be moved by the government at any time.

22�7�4 Improving wellbeing in favelas
In order to reduce crime and the control of the favelas by drug traffickers, and to improve safety, in 2008 
the government introduced Pacifying Police Units (UPP), installing 37 UPPs by 2014. These have been very 
successful in the places where they have been implemented.

To help improve access for favela residents, the government has installed cable cars to transport people up and 
down the steep hillsides quickly and effectively, with local residents entitled to one free round trip per day. It 
is also hoped that the cable cars will allow for expansion of tourism. However, one favela community criticised 
the government’s priorities, maintaining that locals were not properly consulted and that basic services such as 
sewerage and education should have come first.

As Brazil hosted the 2016 Olympic Games and the 2014 World Cup, the city expanded infrastructure and built new 
facilities. FIGURE 4 highlights what was a major issue: many of the planned Olympic Zones were located on favela 
sites. Many residents were very unhappy at the prospect of being relocated to make way for new sporting venues. 
They claimed that the financial compensation offered was insufficient for a new home and that communities that 
had existed for generations were being destroyed. Over 3000 families were forcibly relocated and another 11 000 
threatened with eviction. Use the Favelas weblink in the Resources tab to view a video clip about this issue.

Preventing the continued growth of favelas by providing adequate low-income housing is the most cost-
effective means of improving wellbeing. The cost of upgrading a favela with basic infrastructure is estimated  
to be two to three times as much as the cost of providing new high-rise housing estates. However, with  
65 per cent of Rio’s population growth coming from rural–urban migration, it is difficult for authorities to keep 
up with demand for housing and space.

Nationally, the government aimed to eliminate extreme poverty by 2014 with its Brazil Without Misery Plan. 
It involved the expansion of cash transfer payments to low-income families in exchange for them keeping 

FIGURE 3  Street view of Rocinha favela, Rio de Janeiro
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FIGURE 4  Location of Rio’s favelas and Olympic venues

micro-credit    the provision of small 
loans to borrowers who usually 
would not be eligible to obtain 
loans due to having few assets 
and/or irregular employment

their children in school and following a health and vaccination program. Improved 
infrastructure, vocational training and micro-credit were also part of this plan. Although 
the plan reduced the numbers of those living in extreme poverty from 10 per cent in 
2004 to 4 per cent by 2012, extreme poverty remains. The government’s strategies are 
continuing, so the wellbeing of those living in favelas should also improve.

Resources

eWorkbook Improving wellbeing in Brazil (ewbk-10367)

Video eLesson Improving wellbeing in Brazil — Key concepts (eles-5332)

Interactivity Improving wellbeing in Brazil (int-8761)

22.7 ACTIVITIES

The following activities are designed for you to think creatively, innovatively, and sustainably about how best to 
reduce the variations in human wellbeing within the favelas� The important part of this activity is that you are open 
to all ideas, regardless of your own opinion on the effectiveness of them� Great ideas come from people who are 
willing to think outside the box — now is your chance to do this! Before you begin, use the Favelas weblink in 
your online Resources to prepare�

 1. As a class, list as many of the issues you can think of that contribute to poor wellbeing within the favelas of 
Brazil, for example high crime rates�
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22.7 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. Outline the characteristics of a favela�
 2. Refer to FIGURE 1 to answer the questions below�
 a. Describe the location of the city of Rio de Janeiro�
 b. What is the average GDP for the state of Rio de Janeiro?
 3. With reference to FIGURE 4, describe the spatial distribution of favelas in Brazil�
 4. Refer to FIGURE 2� Describe how topography has influenced the development of favelas in Rio de Janeiro�
 5. Refer to FIGURE 1 to answer the questions below�
 a. Describe the distribution of Brazilian states with an average GDP per capita of more than $12 000�
 b. What reason can you give for this pattern?

Apply your understanding

 6. How has the development of Rio de Janeiro affected people’s wellbeing?
 7. Explain the interconnection between the development of favelas and movement of people from rural areas 

into Rio de Janeiro�
 8. Study FIGURE 3�
 a. What difficulties would exist for people of different ages living in this street?
 b. Why would the government find it cheaper to build new high-rise housing rather than upgrading  

existing favelas?
 9. What changes might people face if they are moved from living in a favela to living in a high-rise  

housing estate?
 10. Why would the estimated population of Rocinha (150 000 to 300 000) vary to such an extent?
 11. Discuss government action to improve wellbeing in favelas on two different scales�

Challenge your understanding

 12. How might hosting the Olympic Games and World Cup have affected the wellbeing of the residents of Rio?
 13. It is 2012 and the Brazilian Government are beginning their planning for the Olympic Games in 2016� Propose 

an investment plan for the Brazilian Government that would effectively improve the wellbeing of Brazilian 
people living in the favelas as well as prepare the city to host the Olympic Games� Think of some resources or 
infrastructure that would benefit both target markets�

 14. Visiting favelas is increasingly popular among tourists�
 a. Suggest what the positive and negative impacts of tours of favelas might be�
 b. Is such tourism exploiting or helping locals?

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

 2. Choose your top ten issues and put them in order of importance� For example, access to clean, reliable 
drinking water is more important than education facilities, although they are both critical to achieving 
acceptable human wellbeing levels�

 3. In groups, choose one of the issues in your list and come up with two solutions� You may think of your own 
solution, or research online to find an organisation that is already solving the issues� Your two solutions should be:

 a. government-led, large-scale, top-down approach to improving human wellbeing
 b. 5�a non-government-led, small-scale, bottom-up approach to improving human wellbeing�
 4. Swap your solutions with another group in your class and analyse them� List the advantages and 

disadvantages for each solution�
 5. Present each other’s solutions back to the class� As a class, discuss the results and decide on the most 

effective solution to each of your issues you listed initially�
 6. Choose one of the issues and write a one-paragraph proposal to the Brazilian Government to justify the need 

for your chosen management strategy to improve wellbeing within the favelas of Brazil�

 ■ LEVEL 2
3, 4, 6, 9, 12

 ■ LEVEL 1
1, 2, 8, 14

 ■ LEVEL 3
5, 7, 10, 11, 13

Learning pathways
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22.8 SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to structure a written response that is logical, coherent and concise, 
and is objective through the use of reliable geographical data and research�

The content in this subtopic is a summary of what you will find in the online resource.

22�8�1 Tell me

What is a geographical essay?

A geographical essay is an extended response structured like any essay, but it focuses on geographical facts 
and data, particularly data that can be mapped. A geographical essay may indicate change over time, refer to 
the scale of activities, or look to the future in discussing sustainability.

22�8�2 Show me
Step 1

Brainstorm all the ideas you can think of about the topic. Group the ideas into three or four themes.

Step 2

Plan your essay using the following structure:
 • Introduction: Three reasons, or themes, are listed with a clear contention.
 • Theme 1: Reason 1
 • Theme 2: Reasons 2
 • Theme 3: Reason 3
 • Conclusion: Strong statement of your contention

Step 3

Find some geographic facts and figures to support your ideas. Using case studies and giving examples of 
particular places add value to your writing. Quoting organisations gives authority to your work. Keep your 
work organised according to the key ideas so you can find information when writing.

Step 4

Introduction: Begin with a powerful fact that captures the reader’s interest. In the next sentence, outline the 
aspects that are going to be discussed in the following paragraphs. Make sure that you list these in the order in 
which you wish to present the paragraphs.

Step 5

Paragraphs: Each paragraph that you write needs to have a distinct and powerful opening sentence that 
summarises the facts you are going to present in the following sentences. The factual sentences need to be 
presented in an organised manner. The last sentence should link clearly to the next paragraph.

Step 6

Conclusion: This should be only one or two sentences. It must contain no new data. It needs to leave the reader 
in no doubt about what your opinion on the topic is.

Step 7

Provide a list of the references you have used. Your school will have a preferred system for bibliographies and 
reference lists.
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22�8�3 Let me do it
learnON Go to learnON to access the following additional resources to help you build this skill:

 • a longer explanation of this skill and its application in Geography (Tell me)
 • a video demonstrating the step-by-step process of this skill (Show me)
 • an activity and interactivity for you to practise the skill (Let me do it)
 • self-marking questions to help you understand and use the skill.

Resources

eWorkbook SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (ewbk-10371)

Video eLesson SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (eles-1763)

Interactivity SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (int-3381)

22.9 Investigating topographic maps — Improving 
wellbeing in Cumborah

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to outline key wellbeing challenges associated with living in remote 
and regional areas in New South Wales through the analysis of topographic maps�

22�9�1 Cumborah, New South Wales
Cumborah is located in northern New South Wales, approximately 50 kilometres north-west of Walgett and 
50 kilometres south-west of Lightning Ridge. The town is situated in Walgett Shire, on the Country of the 
Kamilaroi/Gamilaraay people. 

At the time of the 2016 Australian Census, there were 249 people living in Cumborah. The town recorded 
a median age of 55, higher than the New South Wales state and Australian medians of 38. The gender 
distribution was 58 per cent male and 42 per cent female, a contrast with the New South Wales and Australian 
distributions of 49.3 per cent male and 50.7 per cent female.

For such a small population, it is interesting to consider whether the measures of wellbeing — such as income, 
employment, secure housing and access to services such as healthcare — paint an accurate picture of the 
wellbeing of people in the community. 

The median incomes for households are well below state and national medians: Cumborah ($491), New South 
Wales ($1486) and Australia ($1436); however, 64.8 per cent of residents own their own homes outright, 
compared with only 32.2 per cent of people across New South Wales and 31 per cent nationwide. Other signs 
of a strong community and wellbeing are evident in the data comparing Cumborah with the rest of Australia. 
For example, in the two weeks before the census, 14 per cent of Cumborah residents provided unpaid help to 
someone with a disability, compared with 11.6 per cent across New South Wales. Similarly, in the 12 months 
leading up to the census, 28.9 per cent of Cumborah residents did volunteer work through a local group or 
organisation, compared with only 18.1 per cent of New South Wales residents as a whole.

Explore the ABS census data for Cumborah using the Cumborah Census Quickstats weblink in your  
online Resources. 
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FIGURE 1  Topographic map extract of Cumborah, New South Wales
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Resources

eWorkbook Investigating topographic maps — Improving wellbeing in Cumborah (ewbk-10375)

Digital document Topographic map of Cumborah (doc-36375)

Video eLesson Investigating topographic maps — Improving wellbeing in Cumborah — Key concepts (eles-5333)

Interactivity Investigating topographic maps — Improving wellbeing in Cumborah (int-8762)

Google Earth Cumborah (gogl-0146)

22.9 EXERCISE

Check your understanding

 1. Identify the location of the following using grid references�
 a. The airstrips in the area shown
 b. Three opal fields
 c. The highest point shown
 2. What is the shortest distance by sealed road between:
 a. Gigie and Wilke
 b. Comborah and Morella
 c. Morella and Gurley?
 3. What is the height of Cumborah above sea level? 
 4. Calculate the area of the Grawin opal mining area� 
 5. How long is the section of the Big Warrambool River shown in FIGURE 1? 

Apply your understanding

 6. What features of this landscape might account for whether the unsealed tracks and roads are straight  
or winding?

 7. What features of the landscape might contribute to AR5520 being prone to inundation?
 8. What services and facilities are not shown on this map that are generally considered to contribute to 

wellbeing? Identify two and explain what impact the absence of these services and facilities might have on 
residents’ wellbeing�

 9. There are three sealed roads leading into Cumborah� Which is least likely to be inundated by floodwaters? 
Explain your reasoning using evidence from FIGURE 1�

Challenge your understanding

 10. What five questions might you ask in a survey of Cumborah residents to assess their wellbeing? Formulate 
your questions to assess the impact of location on wellbeing, and include at least two questions that would 
return quantitative data� 

 11. Is there a way to predict which of the rivers shown in FIGURE 1 might be perennial? Provide reasons to 
support your answer�

 12. Predict what the landscape might be like in AR7020� Provide reasons for your answer based on the features 
shown in FIGURE 1� 

To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www�jacplus�com�au�

 ■ LEVEL 2
3, 4, 7, 12

 ■ LEVEL 1
1, 2, 6, 10

 ■ LEVEL 3
5, 8, 9, 11

Learning pathways
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22.10 Thinking Big research project —  
Improving wellbeing in a low-HDI-ranked country

The content in this subtopic is a summary of what you will find in the online resource.

Scenario
Geographers use many different 
demographic indicators to 
rank, analyse and discuss the 
development status of countries. 
The Human Development Index 
(HDI) is a meta-indicator that 
provides a ranking based on a 
number of different development 
indicators. The HDI is a composite 
ranking that includes measures of 
life expectancy, education and gross 
national income (per capita) within 
a country, thus providing insight 
into the wellbeing of the country’s 
citizens.

The highest possible HDI score is 
1.0. HDI rankings are categorised 
into four main groups: very high human development (scores from 0.8 to 1.0), high human development 
(scores of at least 0.7 but less than 0.8), medium human development (scores of less than 0.7 but at or above 
0.55) and low human development (scores below 0.55). The majority of countries that are categorised as 
having low human development are found in Africa; others are located in the Middle East, Central Asia and the 
Pacific Islands.

You may have only been in the job for a week, but you already have your first major assignment. Your boss, 
Australia’s representative to the United Nations, has asked for a report on countries with the lowest HDI 
rankings. As part of the team working on this project, you will choose one country to investigate, report on, 
and make suggestions as to what the Australian government can do to help alleviate the situation.

Resources

ProjectsPLUS Thinking Big research project — Improving wellbeing in a low-HDI-ranked country (pro-0219)

learnON

Task
Choose one country from those with the lowest HDI rankings. Prepare a report that includes:

 • a summary of the country’s current development status — under the Sustainable 
Development Goals framework, what areas have been targeted and what progress has 
been achieved?

 • a discussion of what you have identified as the country’s three most pressing problems
 • suggestions as to what the Australian government could do to help alleviate these 

problems and assist this country in raising its HDI ranking.

Go to learnON to access the resources you need to complete this research project.
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22.11 Review
22�11�1 Key knowledge summary
22.2 The role of governments in improving human wellbeing

 • Governments improve wellbeing by funding projects and facilities to improve health, happiness, 
prosperity and welfare in their own country as well as other countries. 

 • Aid is not always about giving large sums of cash to other governments. It can also be about investing in 
various industries to increase the number of jobs available, giving access to education and health services, 
and setting up sustainable industries to improve all aspects of wellbeing

 • Aid can increase the dependency of recipient countries on donor countries.
 • The Australian government provided an estimated $4 billion between 2020 and 2021.

22.3 The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing
 • Non-government organisations aim to improve the standard of living and quality of life for people, 

animals and the environment.
 • NGO aid is mostly voluntary. Individual donations are collected by organisations such as the Red Cross, 

Greenpeace, Sea Shepherd and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) to meet their aims.
 • NGO aid takes many forms, including money, food, medicine, equipment, expertise, scholarships, 

training, clothing and military assistance
 • It is generally for small-scale aid projects (bottom-up aid) that target the people most in need of 

assistance, helping people directly without any government interference.

22.4 The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing
 • Individuals play an important role in contributing to the wellbeing of others, which in turn improves their 

own personal wellbeing.
 • Individuals can get involved in programs through governments and NGOs to volunteer to assist other 

people and improve their wellbeing
 • Volunteering allows an individual to engage and connect with their local community or even the 

international community.

22.5 Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
 • Australian governments and NGOs such as Oxfam are continuing to promote initiatives aimed at 

improving human wellbeing within Aboriginal communities.
 • All Australians benefit from improving the wellbeing of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples as when disadvantage is overcome, the need for government expenditure is decreased.
 • Aboriginal communities are working hard to improve their wellbeing
 • The Lombadina community is self-sufficient in improving their wellbeing through ventures that include 

tourism operations, a general store, an artefact and craft shop, a bakery and a garage.
 • Lombadina is also involved in the EON Thriving Communities Project. EON is a non-government 

organisation operating by invitation in Aboriginal communities in Western Australia.

22.7 Improving wellbeing in Brazil
 • There is considerable spatial variation in wellbeing between regions in Brazil.
 • Eleven per cent of the approximate population of 202 million remain in poverty. Of these, almost half 

continue to experience extreme poverty, living in favelas.
 • The city of Rio de Janeiro has experienced rapid population growth as a result of rural–urban migration. 

New settlers face dual problems of low wages and high housing costs, thus forcing them to construct 
illegal shanties on wasteland or vacant land.

 • Approximately 6.35 million people live in some 763 favelas. Living conditions in the favelas are 
extremely difficult as they have developed without any type of planning or government regulations.

 • The Brazilian government aimed to eliminate extreme poverty by 2014 with its Brazil Without Misery Plan.
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22�11�2 Key terms

22�11�3 Reflection
Complete the following to reflect on your learning.

Revisit the inquiry question posed in the Overview:

Who should be responsible for improving human wellbeing standards and what is the most effective 
strategy to reduce the spatial inequalities in human wellbeing?

 1. Now that you have completed this topic, what is your view on the question? Discuss with a partner� Has your 
learning in this topic changed your view? If so, how?

 2. Write a paragraph in response to the inquiry question, outlining your views on the following:
 a. What are the reasons that variations in wellbeing exist?
 b. Who should be responsible for improving human wellbeing standards?
 c. What is the most effective strategy to reduce the spatial inequalities in human wellbeing?

aid    (also referred to as international aid) the use of one country’s resources (such as military, food or materials) or money 
(normally in the form of investment) to help another country that is in need

antenatal care    the branch of medicine that deals with the care of women during pregnancy, childbirth and recovery after childbirth

extreme poverty    under the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals, this is defined as living on less than AU$1�30 per day

favela    an area of informal housing usually located on the edge of many Brazilian cities� Residents occupy the land illegally and 
build their own housing� Dwellers often live without basic infrastructure such as running water, sewerage or garbage collection

GDP    (gross domestic product) the total value of all goods and services produced in a country in a given year, equal to total 
consumer, investment and government spending, plus the value of exports minus the value of imports

humanitarianism    the concern for the welfare of human beings

micro-credit    the provision of small loans to borrowers who usually would not be eligible to obtain loans due to having few 
assets and/or irregular employment

neonatal intensive care    the specialised nursing practice of caring for newborn infants

non-government organisation (NGO)    a citizen-based association that operates independently of government, usually to 
deliver resources or serve some social or political purpose

sustainable development    development that meets the needs of the current generation without the depletion of resources

volunteering    giving up time to commit to an idea or organisation without being paid

(continued)

FIGURE 1  Our wellbeing is determined by many factors� (a) Durbar 
Square, Kathmandu, Nepal(a)
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Resources

eWorkbook Chapter 22 Student learning matrix (ewbk-8604)
Chapter 22 Reflection (ewbk-8605)
Chapter 22 Extended writing task (ewbk-8606)

Interactivity Chapter 22 Crossword (int-8763)

Subtopic Success criteria

22.2 I can describe the terms humanitarianism and aid�

I can explain how these are used by governments to improve human 
wellbeing�

22.3 I can explain how NGOs improve human wellbeing in LEDCs�

I can justify why a bottom-up approach to managing human wellbeing 
issues is effective�

22.4 I can discuss the role individuals play in improving standards of 
human wellbeing�

22.5 I can explain inequalities that have damaged the wellbeing of 
Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples�

I can describe programs aimed to improve the wellbeing of Aboriginal 
Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples�

I can propose action to reduce the inequality experienced by 
Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples�

22.7 I can describe the spatial patterns of wellbeing within Brazil�

I can evaluate the effectiveness of government initiatives to reduce 
the variations in human wellbeing for people living in Rio de Janeiro�

22.9 I can describe the challenges associated with living regional areas 
through the analysis of topographic maps�

FIGURE 2  Changarawe, Kilosa district, Tanzania
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ONLINE RESOURCES Resources

Below is a full list of rich resources available online for this topic� These resources are designed to bring ideas to life, 
to promote deep and lasting learning and to support the different learning needs of each individual�

   eWorkbook

 22.1 Chapter 22 eWorkbook (ewbk-8113)  
 22.2 The role of governments in improving human  

wellbeing (ewbk-9802)  
 22.3 The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing  

(ewbk-9806)  
 22.4 The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing 

(ewbk-9810)  
 22.5 Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and  

Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ewbk-9814)  
 22.6 SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer  

(ewbk-9822)  
 22.7 Improving wellbeing in Brazil (ewbk-9826)  
 22.8 SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay  

(ewbk-10371)  
 22.9 Investigating topographic maps — Improving  

wellbeing in Cumborah (ewbk-9830)  
 22.11 Chapter 22 Student learning matrix (ewbk-8604) 
  Chapter 22 Reflection (ewbk-8605)  
  Chapter 22 Extended writing task (ewbk-8606) 

   Sample responses

 22.1 Chapter 22 Sample responses (sar-0170)  

   Digital document

 22.9 Topographic map of Cumborah (doc-36375)  

   Video eLessons

 22.1 Improving human wellbeing — Photo essay  
(eles-5327)  

  Improving wellbeing (eles-5351)  
 22.2 The role of governments in improving human  

wellbeing — Key concepts (eles-5328)  
 22.3 The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing —  

Key concepts (eles-5329)  
 22.4 The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing — 

Key concepts (eles-5330)  
 22.5 Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres 

Strait Islander Peoples — Key concepts (eles-5331)  
 22.6 SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (eles-1762)  
 22.7 Improving wellbeing in Brazil — Key concepts  

(eles-5332)  
 22.8 SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (eles-1763)  
 22.9 Investigating topographic maps — Improving  

wellbeing in Cumborah — Key concepts (eles-5333)  

   Interactivities

 22.2 Helping others (int-3305)  
 22.3 The role of NGOs in improving human wellbeing  

(int-8758)  
 22.4 The role of individuals in improving human wellbeing 

(int-8759)  
 22.5 Improving wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples and Torres 

Strait Islander Peoples (int-8760)  
 22.6 SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (int-3380)  
 22.7 Improving wellbeing in Brazil (int-8761)  
 22.8 SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay  (int-3381)  
 22.9 Investigating topographic maps — Improving wellbeing  

in Cumborah (int-8762)  
 22.11 Chapter 22 Crossword (int-8763)  

   ProjectsPLUS

 22.10 Thinking Big research project — Improving wellbeing  
in a low-HDI-ranked country (pro-0219)  

   Weblinks

 22.2 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)  
(web-4285) 

  Australian Aid Budget Summary (web-6402) 
 22.4 Volunteering Australia (web-6403) 
 22.5 Closing the Gap (web-3259) 
  Lombadina (web-3341) 
  Lombadina Census QuickStats (web-6404) 
  EON Foundation (web-6405) 
 22.7 Favelas (web-3402) 
 22.9 Cumborah Census QuickStats (web-6416) 

 Fieldwork

 22.4 Wellbeing at school (fdw-0049) 

 Google Earth

 22.9 Cumborah (gogl-0146) 

Teacher resources

There are many resources available exclusively for teachers 
online�
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22.6 SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to analyse and discuss geographical issues from an objective 
perspective using accurate and reliable evidence to support your view.

22.6.1 Tell  me

What does debating like a geographer mean?
Debating like a geographer involves being able to give the points for and against any issue that has a 
geographical basis, and supporting the ideas with arguments and evidence of a geographical nature. Geographic 
evidence uses skills that you have developed over years of studying Geography. You should use maps; discuss 
scale, direction and distance where appropriate; look for distribution patterns, anomalies, trends, relationships 
and interconnections; and support your viewpoints with quantitative and qualitative data.

Why is debating like a geographer useful?
Debating like a geographer is useful for showing the different points of view on a wide range of global, 
national and local issues that affect our lives. We are entitled to opinions on environmental, social and planning 
issues, provided we support our arguments with geographic evidence. Show your geographic understanding 
by using the concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. In Year 
10 there is a focus on world views, so support your ideas with global examples. Change and management 
strategies are also an important part of the course, and these can be brought into the debate. The promotion of 
a sustainable future allows you to round off your line of argument.

Debates are also useful for:
 • resolving planning decisions
 • determining laws to protect the environment
 • attracting attention to issues such as logging of forests
 • making political decisions.

A good geographic debate involves:
 • presenting both sides of the argument
 • providing evidence in the form of maps, statistics, graphs and data
 • arguing points well
 • presenting challenging arguments.

22.6.2 Show me

How to debate like a geographer
You will need:

 • a topic of a geographic nature
 • two teams of three debaters
 • a chairperson
 • a timekeeper
 • a panel of judges
 • an audience.

eles-1762
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Procedure
To complete a geographic debate, you need a topic, time to research and prepare arguments, a formal debate 
format, and an outcome that is adjudicated by judges.

Step 1

Determine the topic to be debated, for example, ‘Should Japan be whaling in the Southern Ocean?’

Step 2

Create two teams of three debaters. One team must argue for the topic (the affirmative) and one team must 
argue against the topic (the negative). Select class members for each team.

Step 3

Appoint the other members of the debating squad: a chairperson, judges and a timekeeper. The chairperson 
introduces the speakers and keeps order during the debate. The judges (usually three of them) use a set of 
criteria to score the points made by each of the speakers. The timekeeper ensures that each speaker has equal 
time to convey their points.

Step 4

Each debating team needs to be given time to research and prepare arguments — they might need as much as 
a week. FIGURE 1 shows some ideas that could be explored. To support these ideas, geographical information is 
required: maps, statistics, graphs and data.

Affirmative speaker 1
(Introduces key ideas)
• Where is the Southern Ocean?
• Who is whaling? 
• Which countries are involved in the issue?
• How far is it from Japan?
• Whale species
• Uses of whale meat
• The role of tradition
• Scientific research

Affirmative speaker 2
(Negates negative speaker 1 and expands on key
ideas—provides the facts, statistics, emotional
argument)
• Whale numbers
• Scientific research: what is research achieving?
• Importance of tradition

Affirmative speaker 3
(Negates negative speaker 2 and sums up key
ideas)
• Emphasises that resource is well managed:
   whaling is not the only threat to species

Negative speaker 1
(Negates af�rmative speaker 1 and introduces
key ideas)
• Southern Ocean is a whale sanctuary
• Why don’t the trawlers work closer to home?
• What is so important about the whale hunting
   that the benefits outweigh the costs?
• Global food chains affected
• Animal cruelty 

Negative speaker 2
(Negates af�rmative speaker 2 and expands on
key ideas—provides the facts, statistics,
emotional argument)
• Global food chains: facts 
• How are whales caught? Is it humane?
• The work of Greenpeace, its actions, the conflict
• International Whaling Commission, its work, the
   global ban

Negative speaker 3
(Negates af�rmative speaker 3 and expands on
key ideas)
• Emphasises the resource is being degraded
   and conflict is rife

FIGURE 1  Palm cards for a debate on whaling in the Southern Ocean
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Step 5

Prepare the classroom for a formal debate. The chairperson and timekeeper sit facing the audience. The 
affirmative team is to their right, with first speaker closest to the chair. The negative team is to the left of the 
chairperson and timekeeper, with the first speaker closest to the chair. The judges sit almost in the audience, 
facing the debaters. The adjudicated outcome is given when the judges have considered three key aspects of 
the debate: geographical matter, method and manner.

22.6.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

22.6 ACTIVITIES

 1. Consider the debate topic ‘Australia should increase its intake of asylum seekers.’
 a. With a partner, undertake further research on the arguments for and against this contention.
 b. Using the framework provided in FIGURE 1 in the Show me section, prepare a set of palm cards that
  might be used in this debate by:

 i. the affirmative team
 ii. the negative team.

 2. Organise a class debate on the topic. If you are not one of the active participants in the debate, ensure that
  you listen carefully to points raised by both sides so that you are able to complete activity 3 below.
 3. Based on what you have learned in this SkillBuilder, apply your skills to answer the following questions.
  Use the checklist to ensure you cover all aspects of the task.
 a. What was the key argument for an increase in Australia’s intake of asylum seekers?
 b. What was the key argument against an increase in Australia’s intake of asylum seekers?
 c. Which team provided the most convincing arguments? Why?
 d. Which argument(s) did you not believe?
 e. What is your personal response to the issue after listening to both sides of the debate? Has your
  viewpoint been altered? Write a paragraph outlining your view.

Checklist

In debating like a geographer, I have:
 • either developed arguments or listened intently to the arguments
 • considered my opinion on the issue and am now better informed
 • been able to write a paragraph summarising my views, based on the arguments presented.

Resources

eWorkbook SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (ewbk-10363)

Video eLesson SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (eles-1762)

Interactivity SkillBuilder — Debating like a geographer (int-3380)

int-3380
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22.8 SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay

LEARNING INTENTION

By the end of this subtopic, you will be able to structure a written response that is logical, coherent and concise, 
and is objective through the use of reliable geographical data and research.

22.8.1 Tell me

What is a geographical essay?
A geographical essay is an extended response structured like any essay, but it focuses on geographical facts 
and data, particularly data that can be mapped. A geographical essay may indicate change over time, refer to 
the scale of activities, or look to the future in discussing sustainability. A geographic essay is used to show the 
facts about a place and its environment, people and interconnections.

Why is writing a geographical essay useful?
Geographical essays are useful for:

 • students writing extended responses and presenting researched views on a topic
 • environmental groups reporting on a hotly debated local topic
 • planners presenting ideas for transport options
 • researchers providing data on census analysis
 • journalists writing about a community issue.

A good geographical essay has:
 • an introduction
 • a number of paragraphs, each with a key geographic idea
 • facts and figures of a geographic nature supporting each paragraph
 • a conclusion
 • a bibliography.

22.8.2 Show me
How to write a geographical essay
You will need:

 • a topic to write about
 • a piece of paper for brainstorming
 • a piece of paper for drafting the structure of your essay
 • access to research materials in a library or on the internet.

Model

FIGURE 1  An essay plan

Introduction: A freeway should not go through the urban parkland. Three reasons, or themes, are listed.

Theme 1: Noise levels from traffic. Currently peaceful environment. Sound barriers don’t work.

Theme 2: House and land prices will decrease. People will not buy property because of the noise. Lifestyle is 
changed; roads and pathways are divided by the freeway; many people can’t get to the parkland.

Theme 3: Animals will lose habitat and movement routes. Currently the area is home to kangaroos, and the 
habitat will be diminished. Vegetation may not support the kangaroos; animals will suffer.

Conclusion: If a road has to go through this area, it must be a tunnel under the parkland.

eles-1763
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Procedure

Step 1

On a piece of paper, brainstorm all the ideas you can think of for the topic. When you have finished, try to 
group the ideas into three or four themes. Connect ideas with a line. Even try a fishbone diagram or some other 
graphic organiser.

Step 2

FIGURE 1 sets out a plan for your essay:
 • introduction
 • paragraph 1 is about key theme 1
 • paragraph 2 is about key theme 2
 • paragraph 3 is about key theme 3 etc.
 • conclusion.

Step 3

Having organised your key ideas, you now need to find some geographic facts and figures to support your 
ideas. Using case studies and giving examples of particular places add value to your writing. Quoting 
organisations gives authority to your work. Keep your work organised according to the key ideas so you can 
find information when writing.

Step 4

Introduce your topic by stating a powerful fact that captures the reader’s imagination. In the next sentence, outline 
the aspects that are going to be discussed in the following paragraphs. Make sure that you list these in the order in 
which you wish to present the paragraphs. Your last sentence should lead into your first paragraph (FIGURE 2).

FIGURE 2  An essay introduction

A freeway should not go through the urban parkland of Sandy Bay. The increased traffic will cause noise levels 
from cars, small trucks and semi-trailers to soar. House and land prices will decrease by up to 10 per cent, as 
potential buyers will be concerned about the noise and pollution. Animals such as the grey rock wallaby and 
echidna will lose habitat, and their movement routes will be disrupted. If a road must go through this area, it 
should be a tunnel under the parkland.

Step 5

Each paragraph that you write needs to have a distinct and powerful opening sentence that summarises the 
facts you are going to present in the following sentences. The factual sentences need to be presented in an 
organised manner. The last sentence should link clearly to the next paragraph.

In this instance, paragraph one will be on increased noise levels and will require data from other road 
developments to show the increase in noise levels. Paragraph two could include the results of a survey of local 
residents, showing their concerns about the roadwork and what they perceive will be the impact on the value of 
their houses. Paragraph three will highlight a species of animal in the parkland and show maps indicating that 
the animal often crosses the area of the planned roadway.

Step 6

The conclusion should consist of only one or two sentences. It must contain no new data. It needs to leave 
the reader in no doubt about what your opinion on the topic is. For example: ‘For the wellbeing of people and 
animals, the only viable roadway is one contained in a tunnel.’PAGE PROOFS
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Step 7

Provide a list of the references you have used. Your school will have a preferred system for bibliographies  
and reference lists. You may have heard, for example, of the Harvard, Oxford, Chicago or Vancouver 
referencing systems.

22.8.3 Let me do it
Complete the following activities to practise this skill.

Resources

eWorkbook SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (ewbk-10371)

Video eLesson SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (eles-1763)

Interactivity SkillBuilder — Writing a geographical essay (int-3381)

22.8 ACTIVITIES

 1. Plan a geographical essay on the following topic: ‘The scenic/historic [select one] environment of 
_______________ [put in a place near you] is being destroyed by degradation. Discuss.’ Use the checklist to 
ensure you cover all aspects of the task..

 2. Based on what you have learned in this SkillBuilder, apply your skills to answer the following questions.
 a. What are three key themes that you outlined in your plan?
 b. List two facts that you would search for to support each theme.
 c. What would be your opening sentence of the introduction?
 d. What would be the final sentence of your essay?
 3. Practise your skills further by conducting whatever research is required and writing the full essay outlined in 

your plan.

Checklist

In writing a geographical essay, I have included:
 • an introduction
 • a number of paragraphs, each with a key geographic idea
 • facts and figures of a geographic nature supporting each paragraph
 • a conclusion
 • a bibliography.

int-3381
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22.10 Thinking Big research project — Improving 
wellbeing in a low-HDI-ranked country

Scenario
Geographers use many different demographic indicators to rank, analyse and discuss the development status 
of countries. The Human Development Index (HDI) is a meta-indicator that provides a ranking based on a 
number of different development indicators. The HDI is a composite ranking that includes measures of life 
expectancy, education and gross national income (per capita) within a country, thus providing insight into the 
wellbeing of the country’s citizens.

The highest possible HDI score is 1.0. HDI rankings are categorised into four main groups: very high human 
development (scores from 0.8 to 1.0), high human development (scores of at least 0.7 but less than 0.8), 
medium human development (scores of less than 0.7 but at or above 0.55) and low human development 
(scores below 0.55). The majority of countries that are categorised as having low human development are 
found in Africa; others are located in the Middle East, Central Asia and the Pacific Islands.

You may have only been in the job for a week, but you already have your first major assignment. Your boss, 
Australia’s representative to the United Nations, has asked for a report on countries with the lowest HDI 
rankings. As part of the team working on this project, you will choose one country to investigate, report on, 
and make suggestions as to what the Australian government can do to help alleviate the situation.

Task
Choose one country from those with the lowest HDI rankings. Prepare a report that includes:

 • a summary of the country’s current development status — under the Sustainable Development Goals 
framework, what areas have been targeted and what progress has been achieved?

 • a discussion of what you have identified as the country’s three most pressing problems
 • suggestions as to what the Australian government could do to help alleviate these problems and assist this 

country in raising its HDI ranking.
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Process
 • Open the ProjectsPLUS application in the Resources for this topic. Click on the Start new project button 

to enter the project due date and set up your project group if you wish to. You can work independently 
or with a partner, which will allow you to swap ideas and share responsibility for the project. Save your 
settings and the project will be launched.

 • The table below lists the lowest HDI-ranked countries for 2017. Select your country from this list or 
search online to find the most recent rankings available.

 • Navigate to the Research forum, where you will find starter topics loaded to guide your research. You 
can add further topics to the Research forum if you wish.

 • In the Media centre you will find an assessment rubric and a weblink to access the UN Human 
Development Reports, which will form the basis of your research. You can also use other websites to 
supplement your research.

 • Research your country and compile a summary of development indicator data. Make notes of your 
research and remember to record details of your sources so you can create a bibliography to include in 
your report. Add your research notes and source details to the relevant topic pages in the Research forum. 
When you have completed your research, you can print out the Research report in the Research forum to 
easily view all the information you have gathered, if you wish.

 • Compile or create relevant maps, images, graphs, tables and diagrams to support your written content, 
ensuring that geographic conventions such as the use of captions and BOLTSS are applied.

 • Once you have completed your summary, you need to identify three key problems that your country faces. 
Provide an explanation of why these problems are so significant in relation to your country’s development 
(a paragraph or two on each problem will be sufficient).

Global rank Country HDI score Global rank Country HDI score

189 Niger 0.354 170 Côte d’Ivoire 0.492

188 Central African Republic 0.367 168 Haiti 0.498

187 South Sudan 0.388 168 Afghanistan 0.498

186 Chad 0.404 167 Sudan 0.502

185 Burundi 0.417 165 Togo 0.503

184 Sierra Leone 0.419 165 Comoros 0.503

183 Burkina Faso 0.423 164 Senegal 0.505

182 Mali 0.427 163 Benin 0.515

181 Liberia 0.435 162 Uganda 0.516

180 Mozambique 0.437 161 Madagascar 0.519

179 Eritrea 0.440 159 Mauritania 0.520

178 Yemen 0.452 159 Lesotho 0.520

177 Guinea-Bissau 0.455 158 Rwanda 0.524

176 Congo 0.457 157 Nigeria 0.532

175 Guinea 0.459 156 Zimbabwe 0.535

174 Gambia 0.460 155 Syrian 0.536

173 Ethiopia 0.463 154 Tanzania 0.538

172 Djibouti 0.476 153 Papua 0.544

171 Malawi 0.477 152 Solomon 0.546
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 • The final section of your report should be a discussion of the ways in which the Australian government 
might assist this country in addressing these key problems and, ultimately, in raising its HDI ranking. 
Suggest actions that you believe would be effective and explain how they might be implemented.

 • Ensure that you have completed all elements of the task and, when satisfied, submit your report, along 
with your bibliography, to your teacher for assessment.

Resources

ProjectsPLUS Thinking Big research project — Improving wellbeing in a low-HDI-ranked country (pro-0219)
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