
TOPIC 1 The modern world and Australia (1918–1939) 1

c01TheModernWorldandAustralia.indd Page 1 26/07/17  1:26 PM

OVERVIEW 1: THE MODERN WORLD AND AUSTRALIA

TOPIC 1
The modern world and 
Australia (1918–1939)

1.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic.

SOURCE 1 At the Start of the March 1932, painted by Noel Counihan (1913–1986). The painting depicts an 
impoverished Australian family joining a protest march by unemployed workers during the 1930s Depression.

1944; Painting: oil on hardboard
66.9 × 59.2 cm board; 88.5 × 80.6 × 4.5 cm frame
Purchased 1944. 7409, Art Gallery of NSW, Ground Level, Australian Art 20th Century Galleries, Court 3C
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 Big questions 
 As you work through this topic, look for information 
that will help you to answer these questions: 
1.    What were the main features of the peace treaties 

after World War I?  
2.   What types of changes occurred in the 1920s?  
3.   What were the consequences of the Great 

Depression?  
4.   How did dictators come to power in Europe in the 

1920s and 1930s?  
5.   What threats to world peace arose in this period?   

 Starter questions 
1.    When people lose their jobs in Australia today, how 

do they manage to get by?  
2.   What would your family do if they lost their savings 

or their house?  
3.   How do governments now assist people during 

times of economic hardship?  
4.   If a depression happened in our times, do you think 

it would lead to dictators taking power?   

    Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.7: Analysing 
a painting  

   RESOURCES  — ONLINE ONLY
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1932

1922
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1926

1928

1930

1922
Mussolini and his
fascists take power
in Italy. 

The former Tsarist
Russian Empire
becomes the Union of
Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR). 

1921
The Bolsheviks
win theRussian

Civil War.

1924
The Nazis win only
3 per cent of votes
in German elections.

1919
The Treaty of Versailles
is signed and
revolutionary out 
breaks take place
across Europe.     

1928
Almost one in

�ve people own a
car in the US.

The �rst Australian
screening of a

‘talkie’ takes
place.

1929
The Great
Depression begins.

1931
Under

the Melbourne
Agreement,

Australian
governments agree

to cut spending.

1933
Hitler and the

Nazis gain power
in Germany.

Germany and Japan
leave the League

of Nations.

1937
Japan invades

China.

1939
Germany invades

Poland and
World War II begins.

1932
Unemployment
reaches its peak
in the worst year of
the Depression.

1934
Italy invades
Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 

1936
The Spanish Civil
War begins. 

Stalin begins purges
of his opponents in the
Communist Party and
the military in the
USSR. 

1923
Hitler attempts to

seize power in
Germany in

the unsuccessful
Munich Putsch.

  A timeline of the modern world, 1918–1939 
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1.1.1 Between world wars
The First World War was called ‘the war to end all wars’, but just 20 years after the signing of the peace 
treaties that officially brought the war to an end the world was once again at war, and this time it would 
be on an even more terrible scale. Across much of the developed world the decade after World War I was 
a time of growing prosperity. In the United States the ‘Roaring Twenties’ seemed to be a period of rapid, 
unstoppable growth of wealth. But people’s expectations and hopes came crashing down with the collapse 
of the world economy in 1929 and the beginning of the Great Depression.

The 1930s brought mass unemployment and misery when many companies collapsed, throwing millions 
out of work. People were thrown out of their homes because they could not pay their rent or mortgages. 
Banks closed their doors, leaving people unable to draw on their savings. Years of unemployment caused 
great hardship and left deep scars. For some, the Depression was even worse than the war because they 
could not understand how it came about and how they could fight it.

In the decades following the Depression, governments tried to keep enough control over economic activ-
ities to prevent a repetition of such suffering. However, from the 1980s governments loosened controls and, 
in 2008, the world experienced a great financial crisis, resulting in millions suffering ongoing unemploy-
ment in some of the world’s richest countries.

Note to teachers and students: The Overview content has been split into two topics (topics 1 and 3) to 
provide a more logical and coherent coverage.

1.2 How do we know about the inter-war years?
1.2.1 Examining the evidence
How do we know about what it was like to live in the inter-war years and about changes that affected 
people’s lives? In this topic we will survey some of the big changes that shaped the world and Aus-
tralia between the end of the First World War in 1918 and the outbreak of the Second World War in 
1939. The most significant changes include the growing influence of communism, the economic crisis of 
the Great Depression and the rise of fascism. We have an enormous range of primary sources for these 
developments.

Official sources
By this period, governments and parliaments were keeping very thorough records of their decisions, poli-
cies and debates. Public servants were also required to keep records. So, for most countries, we have offi-
cial records of matters to do with trade, health, employment, housing, foreign policy, education and every 
aspect of society for which governments had responsibility. In fact, it is often possible to know more about 
how political parties and governments made decisions then than about political decision making today. In 
Australia the records of Cabinet meetings (top-level meetings of governments) are kept secret for 30 years, 
and many other countries have similar rules.

Mass media
In most countries there were far more daily newspapers during this period than there are today. Political 
parties of all kinds also published their own newspapers to spread their views. Back issues of newspapers 
provide day-to-day reports and images of events of those times but, as today, they are not always reliable 
sources. Photography had also become more widely used.

Two new forms of mass media also gained a huge influence during this period. They were radio, which 
Australians called the ‘wireless’, and film, which many called the ‘flicks’. Film had an enormous influence. 
By the end of the 1920s, when Australia’s population was just 6.5 million, 2.75 million movie tickets were 
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being sold every week. Around 95 per cent of these 
movies were American, and they contributed to the 
spread of American infl uences. Film also became an 
important medium for recording world events and 
social changes. And political parties were quick to 
recognise that fi lm provided new opportunities for 
propaganda in an age when many people believed 
that the camera did not lie. 

 Personal records 
 Many people who lived through the Great Depres-
sion and other events of the inter-war years kept dia-
ries or wrote letters about their experiences. Some 
wrote and published memoirs, providing fi rst-hand 
accounts of those times.   

   SOURCE 2  Flying over Government House, 
Melbourne, in 1931 

   SOURCE 1  A group of Americans in a Model T 
Ford during the 1920s. By then mass production 
had enabled the price of a Model T to drop to 
about a third of what it had been in 1909. 

   SOURCE 3  Three young children with their dolls 
sharing one bed in a Melbourne slum around 1935 

  SOURCE 4  A charity worker’s account of poverty in the 1930s 

 The other day a social worker ... visited a home in an outer suburb ... The door was opened by a neatly 
dressed woman who had clearly been weeping ... she broke down in a distressing manner when she told of 
her husband’s daily heart-breaking search for work. Two years ago he had lost a steady job ... Never since 
has he been able to get anything better than intermittent work — casual jobs which have become fewer as 
the depression has deepened. In recent months he has walked the streets ... from early morn till setting sun 
in a fruitless search for a job of any kind or any duration. His clothing has become shabby, his boots are worn 
nearly off his feet, and his wife is well-nigh distracted as daily she sees his spirit slowly breaking. The children 
are hungry, their clothing is threadbare, and the loss of the home is an imminent probability. 

 From Greig Smith, Secretary, Charity Organisation Society, in the Melbourne  Argus , 7 March 1931. 
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1.3 The peace treaties and the League of Nations
1.3.1 The terrible cost of war
On 11 November 1918 the German government 
accepted an armistice, which ended all fighting in 
World War I. German troops were exhausted and 
their morale was broken. The army had run out of 
reserves, many German people were starving and 
food supplies were low. The Allies had won the 
war but they now had the task of creating peace. 
Would they make treaties that took revenge for 
Allied losses and suffering or would they seek a 
peace that would last?

Five million Allied troops had died to achieve 
victory in World War I. Another 13 million had 
been wounded, many of them permanently disa-
bled. The cost in money was also enormous, and 
France had suffered the destruction of farmland 
and entire towns and villages. Germany and the 
other Central Powers had also suffered terribly. 
They had lost 3.5 million troops and another 8 million were wounded. However, as many people on the 
Allied side saw it, the Central Powers, especially Germany, had caused the war and should be made to pay.

1.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why is it often possible to find out more about government decisions in the inter-war years than the present?
2. Why do we have more newspaper sources for this period than for the present?

Apply your understanding
3. If the people in Source 1 were car owners for the first time in their lives, as almost 20 per cent of Americans 

were, how do you think they would feel about the age they were living in and about their future prospects?
4. Look closely at Source 2. What evidence does it provide of differences between Melbourne in 1931 and 

today?
5. Study Source 3 and read Source 4.

(a) Describe what you see in Source 3.
(b) How useful is Source 3 as evidence of poverty in the 1930s?
(c) What has happened to the family in Source 4?
(d) How would they feel about their situation?

6. Using these four sources, write a short paragraph describing some general features of the changes that took 
place in the 1920s and 1930s.

SOURCE 1 The ruins of the Cloth Hall in Ypres, 
Belgium, in 1917. This structure was devastated by 
artillery fire during World War I.

DID YOU KNOW?
Almost 60 000 Australian troops were killed in World War I (almost one in five of those who served overseas). At 
the Peace Conferences, the Australian delegation, led by Prime Minister ‘Billy’ Hughes, was among those who 
wanted to make Germany pay heavily.

AWM E00720
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 1.3.2 The Treaty of Versailles 
 On 28 June 1919, after fi ve months of negotiations, delegates from the Allied countries and Germany signed 
the Treaty of Versailles. Germany’s National Assembly regarded many of the terms set out in the treaty’s 
440 articles as so harsh that at fi rst they had refused to sign. Penalties imposed on Germany included restric-
tions on the size of its military forces as well as  reparations  payments to the  Allies  and loss of territory. 

 Main military terms 
 Germany was permitted to maintain a volunteer army of no more than 100 000. But it was not allowed 
to use conscription or to possess an air force or submarines. Its navy was to be reduced in size and it was 
barred from manufacturing or trading in war materials. 

 Territorial losses 
 All German overseas colonies were seized. The provinces of Alsace and Lorraine were returned to France. 
German territory in the east was given to Poland, and  plebiscites  were to be held in German East Prussia 
and Silesia to enable their people to choose between remaining part of Germany or being absorbed into 
Poland. The German Rhineland was to be occupied for 15 years. 

    SOURCE 2  A map showing how Europe was changed by the peace treaties 
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 Economic terms 
 Germany’s rich Saar coalfi elds were to be controlled by France for 15 years. German railway stock and 
large ships were to be handed over and Germany was to build a further million tonnes of ships for the 
Allies. Huge quantities of coal, steel and other raw materials were also to be given to the Allies. And Ger-
many was required to pay for all civilian damage suffered by the Allies. Under Clause 231, Germany had 
to accept blame for causing the war. 

 1.3.3 The other peace treaties 
 Each of the other defeated powers was also made to sign a treaty. 
 •     The Treaty of Saint-Germain  dismantled the Austro-Hungarian Empire and required Austria to pay 

reparations. The south-western parts of the empire were united with Serbia and Montenegro to form the 
new nation-state of Yugoslavia.  

 •    The Treaty of Trianon  took more than 70 per cent of Hungary’s territory to create the new nation-state 
of Czechoslovakia.  

 •    The Treaty of Neuilly  transferred parts of Bulgaria’s territory to Greece, Romania and Yugoslavia.  
 •    The Treaty of Sevres  took away Turkey’s Middle East territories. These states were divided between 

Britain and France to administer as League of Nations  mandates .   

 1.3.4 The League of Nations 
 Germany’s Kaiser had been overthrown in a revolution in November 1918. US president Woodrow Wilson 
had wanted a more lenient treaty that would have strengthened democracy in Germany and created con-
ditions more likely to preserve peace. France and Britain, however, wanted to weaken Germany and make 
her pay for their losses. The Treaty of Versailles created intense bitterness in Germany, but one hope for 
lasting peace was the formation of the League of Nations. It was Wilson’s idea and when it was formed it 
held promise as a guardian of world peace. Had it worked, it might have made up for the weaknesses of the 
rest of the peace settlement.  

 The League’s main task was to prevent wars. The Covenant of the League was approved at the Versailles 
Conference in 1919. At fi rst the League had 42 member states, including Australia. It was made up of a 
General Assembly (of all member states) and a Council. The Assembly met once a year but the Council 
met more frequently to deal with urgent problems. It consisted of Permanent Members and Non-Permanent 
Members. The major powers (Britain, France, Italy and Japan) were the Permanent Members. The 
Non-Permanent Members were elected from the other member states. 

 The League also had several special organisations. For example, the Permanent Court of Justice was set 
up to resolve international legal disputes, the Health Organization was formed to combat epidemics and the 
International Labour Organization was concerned with industrial and economic problems. The peace treaties 

  SOURCE 3  Some Articles from the Covenant of the League of Nations 

  Article 8  

 The Members recognise the maintenance of peace requires the reduction of national armaments to the lowest 
point consistent with national safety. 

  Article 10  

 The Members of the League undertake to respect, and preserve against external aggression, the territorial 
integrity and existing political independence of all Members of the League ... 

  Article 11  

 Any war or threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of the members or not, is hereby declared a 
matter of concern to the Whole League, and the League shall take any action that may be deemed wise and 
effectual to safeguard the peace of nations. 
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had given Allied countries, mainly Britain and France, mandates to administer Turkey’s Middle Eastern 
territories and Germany’s overseas colonies. As these territories were not considered to be colonies that 
belonged to those countries, the League’s Mandates Commission was set up to ensure that the administering 
powers carried out their responsibilities. 

 Weaknesses of the League 
 The League never had the power to achieve 
its aim of preventing major wars. It could 
order parties in a confl ict to negotiate in 
the Assembly, where aggressors could be 
warned. If that failed, the League could 
take steps such as ordering a trade embargo 
to hurt the aggressor nation’s economy. 
The League could threaten military action 
against an aggressor. But it had no military 
force of its own and could not compel its 
members to provide forces. In any case, 
under the League’s rules, any decision of 
the Council or Assembly had to be unani-
mous. So any country could prevent the 
League taking action to solve a crisis. 

 A further major weakness was that some 
important nations were not League mem-
bers. The US Congress refused to endorse 
the Treaty of Versailles so the United States 
did not join the League. Germany was not allowed to join until 1926 and Russia did not join until 1934. 
Germany and Japan both left in 1933 and Italy quit in 1937. Despite its failure, the League was an impor-
tant fi rst attempt to design a world organisation to prevent war.  

 Faith in the League of Nations 
 After the great suffering caused by World War I, 
there was worldwide public support for the ide-
alistic aims of the League. A League of Nations 
Union was formed to encourage people to sup-
port those aims and to counter the previously 
held belief that war was glorious. The League of 
Nations Union had branches in many countries 
including Australia where its members included 
politicians from the major political parties. With 
such support, the organisation was able to have 
League of Nations ceremonies and ideas intro-
duced into public schools and junior branches 
formed in those schools. A special League of 
Nations Day was fi rst observed in Australian 
schools in 1930. Such activities encouraged 
great hope that there would never be another 
world war.     

   SOURCE 4  A political cartoon about The League of Nations 
from  Literary Digest  at the time, titled ‘Can it survive?’ 

   SOURCE 5  A League of Nations Union Junior Branch 
certifi cate, published in  Education , the journal of the 
New South Wales Public School Teachers’ Federation, 
15 November 1934 
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  1.4  The ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
 1.4.1 Manufacturing and mass consumption 
 The decade of the 1920s has often been described as a carefree time when people put the gloom of the war 
years behind them. The wealth that some people had and the infl uence of jazz music, new dance crazes, 
motion pictures (movies), motorcars, new technologies and mass production all contributed to the decade 

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.1: After the Great War  

    RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 1.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What do the following terms mean: 

(a)    reparations  
(b)   plebiscite  
(c)   mandate?    

2.   Name the four treaties between the Allies and the defeated Central Powers.  
3.   Which countries were the Permanent Members of the Council of the League of Nations?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    How does  Source 1  help you to understand why there was strong support for a harsh treaty with Germany?  
5.   Using  Source 2 , explain which European territories were lost by: 

(a)    Germany  
(b)   Austria–Hungary  
(c)   The USSR (the former Russian Empire).    

6.   Using the information in this spread and  Source 3 : 
(a)    Describe the main aim of the League of Nations.  
(b)   Outline three reasons why the League of Nations had little real power to prevent wars.    

7.   Look closely at  Source 4 . 
(a)    Describe the way the League of Nations is depicted in this cartoon.  
(b)   Explain the message of the cartoon.    

8.   The three leaders who had the most infl uence on the peace treaties were US President Woodrow Wilson, 
French Premier Georges Clemenceau and British Prime Minister David Lloyd George. In small groups: 
(a)    use the internet and other resources to fi nd out the aims of each of these leaders at the Paris Peace 

Conference and the extent to which the Treaty of Versailles refl ected these aims  
(b)   conduct a roleplay of a discussion between these three leaders in which each student represents the 

perspective of one of them.    
9.   Supporters of the Treaty of Versailles have argued that it was less harsh than the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, 

which Germany imposed on the Russians when they withdrew from the war. Do you think this fact justifi ed a 
harsh treaty and how fair and realistic do you think it was to expect Germany to pay huge compensation?  

10.   Imagine that you are a school student in 1934. Your school has been awarded the certifi cate (see  Source 5 ) 
for forming a junior branch of the League of Nations Union. You have been asked to give a short speech 
explaining why you and your fellow students are proud to be members and why your generation supports 
the work of the League of Nations for world peace. Write the speech you would give.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   
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being called the ‘Roaring Twenties’. However, while for 
some Americans it was an age of prosperity, confi dence and 
fun, for many others, and for most people around the world, 
the 1920s was anything but ‘roaring’. 

 New technologies created new consumer goods. In the 
1920s manufacturing was stimulated by the post-war demand 
for goods such as telephones, household appliances and cars. 
The greatest growth occurred in the United States, where 
industrial output doubled between 1921 and 1929. How did 
this happen? In 1913 Henry Ford had introduced the  assembly 
line  to manufacture his Model T automobile. Assembly lines 
made manufacturing much cheaper and led to big increases 
in production and sales. Other manufacturers soon followed 
Ford’s example. 

 Mass-produced goods had to fi nd mass markets so adver-
tising was used to encourage mass consumption. The intro-
duction of  hire purchase  encouraged people to buy new 
goods because they no longer had to save up their full cost 
before buying. As more people bought goods, more jobs 
were created so even more people had money to spend. By 
1929 there was one car for every fi ve Americans; in compar-
ison, there was only one car for every 43 people in Britain 
and fewer still in most of Europe. 

 Manufacturing also grew in Australia as British and 
American companies set up Australian branches. General 
Electric made toasters, irons and heaters and General Motors and Ford opened motor vehicle assembly 
plants in Australia in the mid 1920s. For those Australians who could afford it, the consumer age had 
arrived. However, real wages barely improved in Australia through the 1920s.   

 1.4.2 Changing values 
 The mood of the 1920s was expressed in 
music, fashions and entertainment. Jazz had 
been created by African Americans. It became 
widely popular in the US and around the 
world, especially through musicians such as 
Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington. New 
dances such as the Charleston were performed 
at music halls and dance clubs. The United 
States had introduced  prohibition  in 1920 and 
it remained illegal to sell alcohol until 1933. 
But millions of Americans defi ed the law by 
drinking in illegal bars called ‘speakeasies’ that 
were often operated by gangsters. People also 
became obsessed by aviation, which combined 
speed, thrills and novelty. When Bert Hinkler 
made his record-breaking England to Australia 
fl ight, 80 000 people turned out to cheer him as 
he landed in Melbourne. 

   SOURCE 1  Advertisement for electrical 
appliances, published in  Aussie  magazine, 
15 December 1920 

   SOURCE 2  One of the fi rst self-contained refrigerators, 
made by the US company Frigidaire. The photograph was 
taken around 1921. 
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 1.4.3 Reacting to change 
 Women were gaining more freedom and independence in this age. Some, called 
‘fl appers’, shocked conservatives by wearing short dresses, smoking ciga-
rettes and drinking alcohol in public. But many people were horrifi ed by such 
changes in values and behaviour. Mixed bathing on beaches, even in neck-to-
knee costumes, was seen as another sign of declining morals. Women received 
most blame for a suspected increase in sexual relations outside marriage. In 
Australia, churches warned of the evils of alcohol and called for a return to 
traditional values.    

 1.4.4 The other side of the 1920s 
 The image of the 1920s as an age of prosperity and excitement ignores the experi-
ences of most people. In the United States, rural workers gained little and African 
Americans especially suffered poverty and discrimination. Although the US had 
suffered much less in the war than other Allied nations, there were problems read-
justing to peace. Many demobilised soldiers were unemployed while the cost of 
living doubled in two years. When workers went on strike for better pay they were 
violently suppressed. 

 Intolerance 
 African Americans, migrants and polit-
ical  radicals  experienced the hatred of 
many white Americans. The Ku Klux Klan 
grew rapidly in the 1920s. By 1925 this 
violent racist movement had fi ve million 
members. It incited  lynchings  and other 
atrocities against black Americans and 
preached hatred of blacks, Catholics, Jews, 
non-English migrants and socialists. There 
were race riots in many cities.  

 Conservative politicians and the press 
convinced many Americans that there was 
a ‘Red’ conspiracy to overthrow the US. In 
1919 and 1920 more than 10 000 suspected 
communists and  anarchists  were arrested. 
On 15 April 1920 two men were shot dead in a payroll robbery. Two Italian Americans, Nicola Sacco and 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti were charged with these murders even though they had sound alibis and there was no 
evidence against them. Sacco and Vanzetti were found guilty and sentenced to death because they were 
anarchists. In 1925 another man confessed to being a member of the gang that carried out the killings. 
Despite this, Sacco and Vanzetti were executed on 23 August 1927. On that day more than 250 000 people 
protested in Boston. 

   SOURCE 3  A 
typical ‘fl apper’ of 
the 1920s 

  SOURCE 4  From the Catholic newspaper the  Freeman’s Journal , 25 March 1925 

 There is the sensual and barbaric music, the modern sexual dances, and alcoholic 
refreshments, and a general acceptance of the standards and conversation that 
obtain among an irresponsible and jazzing generation. 

   SOURCE 5  A Ku Klux Klan initiation ceremony during the 
1920s 
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Division in Europe
After the war there were bitter social divisions in Europe. Many French socialists believed that revolution 
was near. British society was also deeply divided. No longer the ‘workshop of the world’, Britain expe-
rienced widespread poverty and unemployment. In the early 1920s, working-class unrest was violently 
suppressed. Mounted police attacked hunger marches led by demobilised soldiers. In Ireland British forces 
conducted a savage campaign against Irish rebels.

Italy came close to a socialist revolution after the war. Demobilised peasant soldiers seized land from 
wealthy landowners, while in towns and cities workers took over the factories. The rich and the middle 
classes, who feared that Italy would follow the path of Russia, turned to the fascists to save them. Similar 
conflicts erupted in Germany and parts of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire (see subtopic 1.7).

Unrest in the colonies
Independence movements grew in many colonies of the European powers immediately after the war. Many 
revolutionaries were inspired by the example of the Russian Revolution. In the Dutch East Indies (modern 
Indonesia) in 1919 the Islamic Union called for independence. In 1920 the Indies Communist Party was 
formed. It attempted an uprising against the Dutch in 1926–27 but its leaders were hanged and thousands 
of others were imprisoned. In French Indochina the French Foreign Legion terrorised the people to crush 
dissent against French rule. But the Legion’s brutality drove many Vietnamese to support movements such 
as the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang, which was formed in 1927 to fight for Vietnam’s independence.

SOURCE 6 An eyewitness description of the behaviour of troops of the French Foreign Legion in Indochina 
during the 1920s

An unleashed soldiery ... now terrorises the entire country. They steal, rape, condemn to death, and execute ... 
Legionnaires enter homes, take what catches their fancy, indulge in outrages against women and young girls. 
For trifles, without proof, men and youths are arrested and shot in cold blood without trial ... and the region 
lives under a real reign of military terror ... If it is with such methods that we intend to pacify the country, we are 
gravely mistaken.

From Walter G. Langlois, Andre Malraux: The Indochina Adventure, London, 1966.

DID YOU KNOW?
In British India in 1919 an unarmed Indian crowd was fired upon by troops commanded by General Reginald 
Dyer in the town of Amritsar. In this massacre 372 people were killed and at least 1000 were wounded. In the 
following years the Indian National Congress became a mass movement dedicated to ending British rule.

1.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What was the impact in the United States of mass production and mass purchasing power?
2. What social changes led to the 1920s being called the ‘Roaring Twenties’?
3. Why was there division and conflict in the United States and Europe in the immediate post-war years?
4. What is meant by assembly lines, mass production and hire purchase?

Apply your understanding
5. Compare the refrigerator in Source 2 with a modern refrigerator and explain what differences such an 

appliance would have made to people’s lives.
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  1.5  The Great Depression 
 1.5.1 What caused the Great Depression? 
 Problems had been developing in the world economy since at 
least the mid 1920s, and in October 1929 the New York  stock 
exchange  collapsed. Panicking investors sold shares as prices 
continued to fall. By the end of December 1929, $40 billion had 
been wiped off the value of US shares. Many shareholders,  stock-
brokers  and business owners lost everything. The effects of the 
crash spread rapidly. Millions of people lost their jobs and the 
world was plunged into its worst crisis since World War I. This 
was the Great Depression and for many people it was worse than 
the war. 

 Two problems arose from the enormous growth in production 
of goods and prices of shares in the United States during the 
1920s. First, companies produced more goods than they could 
sell, while most Americans were too poor to buy them and many products could not fi nd foreign markets. 
The second problem was speculation: investors used borrowed money to buy shares, expecting to sell them 
for quick profi ts when share prices rose. By the late 1920s this had caused share prices to reach unrealistic 
levels. When investors lost confi dence and rushed to sell shares, their prices collapsed.    

6.   Study  Sources 3  and  4 . 
(a)    Describe the appearance of a typical ‘fl apper’ in  Source 3 .  
(b)   Suggest why ‘fl appers’ were controversial in the 1920s.  
(c)   How did the writer of  Source 4  regard changes in values and behaviour?    

7.   Study  Source 1 . Advertising can provide historians with evidence of social and economic changes and of 
beliefs and attitudes. 
(a)    What is the aim of this 1920s advertisement?  
(b)   To what ideas and aspirations is it appealing?  
(c)   How does it differ from more modern advertising?  
(d)   What does this source tell us about new technologies, mass production, marketing and consumers in 

the 1920s?    
8.   What can you tell from the information in this spread and from  Source 6  about reasons why colonial 

peoples resisted European rule after World War I?  
9.   Why might struggling workers, oppressed groups such as African Americans and people in Europe’s 

colonies have not considered this decade the ‘Roaring Twenties’?  
10.   Use the internet to conduct research and present a multimedia report on one of the following: 

(a)    the Ku Klux Klan (see  Source 5 ) and the oppression of African Americans during the 1920s  
(b)   the Sacco and Vanzetti case.     

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.2: Prosperity and freedom?  

   RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

   SOURCE 1  Traders gather in growing 
panic outside the New York Stock 
Exchange on 24 October 1929. 

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � The interwar period
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 The result was a huge fall in demand for goods and services, so production was cut and employees were 
sacked. As unemployment spread, people spent less and more jobs were lost. Banks closed and poverty 
spread. Millions of desperate Americans wandered the country seeking any work they could fi nd. Because 
the US was the most important centre of the world economy, the Depression quickly spread to other countries.  

 1.5.2 The Great Depression in Australia 
 Australians had experienced some of the changes associated with the ‘Roaring Twenties’ such as Holly-
wood movies, new fashions, and jazz and dance music, but unemployment reached 11 per cent during the 
decade and there was much industrial confl ict, including a police strike in Melbourne in 1923. Australia 
had not had a booming economy during the 1920s, but it was among the nations that were hardest hit by 
the Depression. 

 Why was Australia badly affected? 
 Australia’s prosperity was based on high prices for 
increasing exports of primary products and the infl ow 
of foreign investment. But Australia owed a large and 
increasing amount of interest to overseas lenders. Any 
big fall in exports or in prices for them and any reduc-
tion of overseas loan funds would cause problems. 

 When the Depression struck, world prices of primary 
products collapsed and loan funds dried up. With loans 
no longer available to pay for public works and con-
struction projects, many workers lost their jobs. This 
reduced demand for goods produced in other industries. 
By 1930 nearly 20 per cent of Australian workers were 
unemployed and many others had only part-time work. 
In 1932 unemployment reached almost 30 per cent.  

  SOURCE 2  An extract from the  New Republic  by Edmund Wilson, 1933, showing poverty during the Depression 

 There is not a garbage-dump in Chicago which is not diligently haunted by the hungry. Last summer [in] the 
hot weather, when the smell was sickening and the fl ies were thick, there were a hundred people a day coming 
to one of the dumps. A widow who used to do housework and laundry, but now had no work at all, fed herself 
and her fourteen-year-old son on garbage. Before she picked up the meat, she would always take off her 
glasses so that she couldn’t see the maggots. 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 Extremes of wealth and poverty helped to trigger the Great Depression. During the 1920s the 36 000 wealthiest 
families in the US received as much income as all of the 12 million people in the nation’s poorest families. Low-
paid workers could not afford to buy the goods produced in US factories. Today, when the top 20 per cent of 
US households has more than 90 per cent of the country’s fi nancial wealth, economic inequality remains an 
enormous problem. 

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � The Great Depression
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  SOURCE 3  Australian unemployment rates 
from 1928 to 1939 

   Source : Based on Australian Bureau of Census and 
Statistics,  Labour Reports , 1920–40. 
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 As Australia could no longer borrow to pay for imports and to keep up interest payments on debts, the 
Australian government raised tariffs to make imports dearer. Australia’s imports fell and exports increased, 
but prices for them fell so steeply that they barely increased Australia’s earnings. 

 1.5.3 Dealing with the Depression 
 Because the Depression was a world problem, Australian governments felt powerless to end it. They 
thought they should treat their budgets in the same way a family would: when times were hard they should 
spend less. But as governments cut spending, more workers lost their jobs, people had less to spend and 
the situation worsened. At fi rst the United States followed a similar course, but under President Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal the US expanded  welfare  and funded public works programs that helped the country to 
recover. 

 1.5.4 Living through the Depression 
 Few rich Australians were affected 
by the Depression, and some of them 
profi ted from it. Life went on for Aus-
tralia’s high society. In contrast, many 
small farmers were already in debt by 
1929 as a result of droughts and falling 
prices. At fi rst, banks evicted farmers 
who could not meet loan repayments, 
but most farmers were saved by gov-
ernment relief and by legislation that 
froze their debts until conditions 
improved. 

 Workers suffered the most. At fi rst 
governments relied on charities to pro-
vide for the unemployed. But charities 
could not deal with poverty on such a 
vast scale, and accepting charity was a 
bitter blow to people’s pride. State gov-
ernments provided some relief work for 
the unemployed but it was paid at less than the basic wage. Unemployed workers were further humiliated 
by having to queue for the  dole  or sustenance payments, which became known as the ‘susso’. Men tramped 
the streets in search of work. Many people went hungry and malnourished children sometimes collapsed at 
school. Some people scavenged scraps from garbage bins. A survey in Melbourne found that almost 10 per 
cent of children suffered malnutrition and/or preventable diseases by the age of six. 

 In most cases no government support was provided for rent or clothing, so many faced eviction and 
homelessness when they could not pay their rent. Families were forced to live in shantytowns built on 
wasteland. In these desperate times people banded together to help each other and joined demonstrations to 
protest against unemployment and evictions. But most felt a terrible sense of helplessness.  

 1.5.5 Plans to help Australia through the crisis 
 The most radical plan was proposed by Jack Lang, the Labor premier of New South Wales. Lang wanted a 
temporary halt to interest payments to British lenders so more help could be given to the unemployed. All 
other Australian governments rejected this proposal, seeing it as an act of disloyalty to Britain. 

 Another plan was proposed by Labor federal treasurer E. G. Theodore. He believed that instead of cut-
ting spending, the government should print more money to encourage spending and stimulate industry. This 
plan was abandoned because the banks were against it.  

   SOURCE 4  An Australian family outside their shantytown home 
during the Great Depression 
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 Instead, through the Melbourne Agree-
ment, the Commonwealth and states agreed 
with the advice of Sir Otto Niemeyer of the 
Bank of England that Australian governments 
had to cut costs and begin to pay back their 
loans. In June 1931 the Commonwealth and 
states agreed to cut government spending, 
including government wages, salaries and 
pensions. The basic wage was reduced by 
10 per cent and rates of interest on govern-
ment debts were reduced. Taxes were raised 
to increase revenue. At the same time, the 
Commonwealth Bank was to provide credit 
to fi nance public works and create paid work 
for the unemployed.   

 In Australia, improvement came slowly after 
August 1932, but it had more to do with the 
recovery of the world economy than with gov-
ernment policies. Even in 1939 nearly 10 per 
cent of Australian workers were unemployed.    

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 According to the 1933 census, 400 000 Australians were 
living in shantytowns in makeshift shelters of old iron, 
canvas and other scrap materials. 

   SOURCE 5  Unemployed workers constructing the Yarra 
Boulevard, known as ‘Susso Drive’, in order to receive 
sustenance payments during the 1930s Depression 

  SOURCE 6  A newspaper article describing fi erce 
job competition in 1930 

 In answer to a three line advertisement offering 
employment to two girls experienced in bottling 
and labeling, 200 girls stormed the offi ces 
of Mr Knight, toilet preparations agent ... 
yesterday morning. Many were well educated 
and carried references from leading city fi rms ... 
Some told pitiful tales of privations their families 
have been through owing to unemployment, 
and almost begged for the position. 

 From the  Sydney Morning Herald , 
13 February 1930. 

   SOURCE 7  Unemployed workers sheltering in a 
cave in the Sydney Domain, 25 June 1930 

 1.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What problems were caused in the United States during the 1920s by overproduction of goods and stock 

market speculation?  
2.   Draw a mind map showing how each problem associated with the economic collapse led to further 

problems.  
3.   Explain how the Depression affected Australia’s ability to pay for imports and interest on overseas loans.  
4.   Outline the main ideas of the three plans that were suggested to deal with Australia’s economic problems.  
5.   Explain why some sections of society suffered greatly during the Depression while others hardly suffered 

at all.   
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1.6 Communism — dream or nightmare?
1.6.1 The drift to dictatorship
In your study of World War I you learned about the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, and about how 
the Bolsheviks expected it to trigger revolutions of workers and peasants in other countries. In the chaos 
that followed the war there were several attempted revolutions in Europe. These uprisings failed but the 
Bolshevik Revolution continued to inspire many workers and other disadvantaged groups, especially during 
the hardships of the Great Depression. However, the system that 
developed in the USSR was not the workers’ paradise that many 
revolutionaries had dreamed of.

The Bolshevik Revolution was based on the idea of creating a 
communist society in which everyone would be equal. At first the 
Bolshevik government, headed by Lenin, handed control of factories 
and other businesses to committees of workers and land was given 
to peasant soviets to redistribute. But when production slumped, the 
Bolsheviks appointed managers to run enterprises. To hold on to 
power, the Bolsheviks abolished all other political parties, including 
other socialist parties. The Bolsheviks had to be ruthless to survive, 
especially during the Civil War from 1918 in which they fought 
against armies of White Russians, who were aided by the armed 
intervention of Britain, France, the United States and Japan.

When the Civil War ended in 1921, the Bolsheviks controlled 
most of the former Russian Empire. In that year they crushed a 
revolt by sailors of the Kronstadt Naval Base who demanded an end 
to one-party rule. These sailors had once been among the Bolshe-
viks’ strongest supporters. Faced with such discontent, the Bolshe-
viks took a temporary step backwards, relaxing economic controls. 
But there was no relaxation of Bolshevik political control.

  Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 1.3: A depressed decade

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Apply your understanding
6. What can you tell about the crash of October 1929 from Source 1?
7. What does Source 2 reveal about the desperation of unemployed Americans in 1933?
8. Refer to Source 3 to describe the trends in Australian unemployment between 1928 and 1939.
9. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter in the 1930s. Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 as your evidence to write a 

report on problems facing unemployed workers during the Great Depression.
10. Look closely at Source 7.

(a) Describe the main features of this scene.
(b) Use your imagination to suggest what it would be like to live like this.
(c) Working in groups of three, write and perform a short play that conveys the fears, hopes and other 

feelings of these three men. Your script could include the characters swapping information about their 
lives before the Depression and the social and economic changes that brought them to this situation.

11. Use the internet and and your library to compile a report on relief work, evictions, dole queues and protests 
during the Great Depression in Australia or another country.

SOURCE 1 A Bolshevik 
propaganda poster from 1920, 
titled ‘Comrade Lenin cleans the 
Earth of scum’
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 1.6.2 Stalin’s rise to power 
 In 1924 Lenin died of a stroke. Joseph Stalin was the General Secretary of the Communist Party, as the Bol-
shevik Party was now called. Stalin used this position to outmanoeuvre his rivals, including Leon Trotsky, 
who had been the main organiser of the 1917 Revolution. Trotsky was exiled in 1928 and by the end of 
1929 Stalin was the  USSR’s  undisputed dictator. 

 Stalin’s dictatorship 
 Under Stalin’s collectivisation policy, peasant farms were combined into huge collective farms between 
1929 and 1935. Peasants who resisted were executed or sent to slave labour camps. Thirteen million peas-
ants starved to death as their grain was confi scated and distributed to the cities or exported to fund the 
growth of manufacturing in 1932–33. In 1928 Stalin launched the fi rst of a series of Five Year Plans to 
develop industries. The successes of these plans were achieved by harsh workplace discipline and forced 
labour by political prisoners. Stalin’s labour camps were soon full of such prisoners as his secret police 
arrested suspected  dissidents . 

 In the Great Purge from 1936 to 1938, Stalin unleashed a wave of terror in which all of his critics in the 
Communist Party and several Red Army generals were killed. In a series of show trials, former leading Bol-
sheviks were forced to confess to crimes such as treason and sabotage. Russia was now a state in which peo-
ple’s lives were controlled by terror, strict censorship and propaganda that portrayed Stalin almost as god. 

 1.6.3 Communism and anti-communism 
 Despite the horrors of Stalin’s rule, the idea of communist revolution continued to fi nd supporters in  capi-
talist  countries where workers were exploited and oppressed. It also inspired fear and hatred among people 
who dreaded any kind of working-class revolt. The ideas of communism and anti-communism would infl u-
ence almost every political confl ict for decades.     

   SOURCE 2  Three starving Russian peasant children in 
1922. During the Civil War, under the policy called War 
Communism, the Bolsheviks seized grain from peasants 
to feed soldiers and workers. There were terrible famines 
and many peasant uprisings against the Bolsheviks. 

  SOURCE 3  From a poem in the Soviet 
Communist Party newspaper  Pravda  in 
1931 

 Great Stalin, O Leader of the Peoples, 

 Thou who didst give birth to man, 

 Thou who didst make fertile the earth, 

 Thou who didst rejuvenate the 
centuries, 

 Thou who givest blossom to the 
spring, 

 Thou who movest the chords of 
harmony, 

 Thou splendour of my spring, 

 O Thou 

 Sun refl ected in a million hearts. 

 1.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Create a timeline of developments in post-revolution Russia to show the drift to dictatorship and the 

consolidation of Stalin’s rule.  
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1.7 The rise of fascism
1.7.1 The nature of fascism
The Great Depression caused mass unemployment, poverty and misery around the world. But in the longer 
term it had even worse consequences. It led to the rise of fascism, which would present the greatest threat 
to human rights and world peace in the inter-war years. This extremist movement arose from the deep 
social divisions that followed World War I, but it gained most backing during the Depression years of the 
early 1930s. Support came not from those who suffered most in the Depression but from those who feared 
that communist or socialist workers might seize power.

Fascist movements developed in many countries in the 1920s and 1930s. While they aimed to appeal 
to all social classes, fascists found most support among middle-class people who feared the influence of 
socialism and communism. Although there were significant local differences, fascist movements shared 
many common characteristics (see Source 1).

  Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 1.4: Communism - dream or nightmare?

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Opposition to individual liberties, 
believing that a strong state 

was more important

Main
features

of fascism

Intense nationalism, 
often with the desire for the 
nation to expand its territory

Support for imperialism, believing 
that some nations had the right 

to rule others

Racism, believing that 
some races 

were superior to others

Contempt for parliamentary 
democracy, believing that

 dictators should rule

Glori�cation of war and 
violence as means of 
achieving their aims

Violent opposition to communism and socialism, 
particularly because communists and 

socialists were internationalists who argued 
that workers’ real interests were based on 

social class rather than nationality

SOURCE 1 Main features of fascism

2. When the Bolsheviks seized control of Russia in 1917 they claimed to be establishing a truly democratic 
and egalitarian society in which workers and peasants would hold power. What had they already done that 
contradicted that ideal even before Stalin gained control?

3. Describe the main features of:
(a) the collectivisation of agriculture
(b) the Great Purges.

4. Could the USSR really be described as a communist society by the 1930s? Explain.
5. Why do you think many workers in other countries still believed that Russia was a workers’ paradise?

Apply your understanding
6. In Source 1 the Bolshevik leader Lenin holds the broom. What sections of Russian society are represented 

by each of the figures he is sweeping away?
7. What is happening to the children in Source 2?
8. How is Stalin portrayed in Source 3? How do you think Soviet citizens would have felt about such 

propaganda?
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 1.7.2 Fascism in Italy 
 Italy was the fi rst country in which fascists gained power. During World War I there had been heavy fi ghting 
in Italy’s own territory. The war’s end brought rising prices, high unemployment and nationalist resentment 
that Italy did not gain more from the peace treaties. Italy experienced great social confl ict after the war. Its 
strong communist movement was inspired to follow the example of the Bolsheviks in Russia and  foment  
a revolution. 

 However, by 1919 fascism was also a powerful movement in Italy. Italian fascist thugs, called ‘black-
shirts’, fought trade unionists, socialists and communists in street battles. Fascists bashed their political 
opponents and burned the offi ces of newspapers that dared to criticise them. They gained support from 
the middle classes and the rich by violently breaking up strikes. In 1922 their leader, Benito Mussolini, 
organised a fascist march on the capital, Rome. The Italian king regarded Mussolini as an ally against the 
communists and socialists and invited him to become prime minister. 

 Italy under the fascists 
 Once Mussolini was in power, he suspended elections and banned other political parties. Mussolini was 
now a dictator. As II Duce (the leader) he turned Italy into the world’s fi rst fascist state. Workers’ rights 
were destroyed while employers were protected. Mussolini dreamed of recreating the might of ancient 

Rome. Fascists controlled the mass media and the edu-
cation system and they used them to  indoctrinate  a 
generation.   

 1.7.3 Other world fascist movements 
 Signifi cant fascist movements arose in the inter-war years 
in many other European countries, including Austria, 
Hungary, Finland, France, Belgium, Spain, Romania and 
Britain. There were also fascist or extreme right move-
ments in the United States and in Australia.  

   SOURCE 2  In ancient Rome, the annually 
elected leader carried a bundle of sticks 
wrapped around an axe. It was called the 
 fasces  and it symbolised strength and power. 
Mussolini revived it in 1919 as the symbol of 
Italian fascism. 

  SOURCE 3  Education was used as a powerful 
tool of indoctrination in fascist Italy. This extract 
from a compulsory textbook issued to eight-
year-olds argues the need for blind obedience 
and loyalty to the leader. 

 The eyes of the Duce are on every one of you. 
No one can say what is the meaning of that 
look on his face. It is an eagle opening its 
wings and rising into space. It is a fl ame that 
searches out your heart to light there a fi re. 
Who can resist that burning eye, darting out 
its arrows? But do not be afraid; for you those 
arrows will change into rays of joy. A child, 
who, even while not refusing to obey, asks 
‘Why?’, is like a bayonet made of milk ... ‘You 
must obey because you must,’ said Mussolini, 
when explaining the reasons for obedience. 

   SOURCE 4  Mussolini (left), giving the fascist salute, 
with Adolf Hitler on a visit to Germany in 1937. The 
swastika (on Hitler’s sleeve) was adopted as the 
symbol of Nazism. 
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 1.7.4 Fascism in Australia 
 Extreme right-wing movements in Australia included the King and Empire Alliance, which was launched 
in Melbourne in 1920 by conservative politicians, businessmen and ex-servicemen. Its intention appears to 
have been to seize power if a Labor government tried to introduce socialism. Similar groups in the 1920s 
included the Melbourne-based White Guard and the Sane Democracy League. During the Depression era, 
more such organisations emerged in Australia and several of them had secret armies formed to fi ght any 
threat of socialism. 

 The New Guard movement 
 The best known and largest of these Australian groups was the 
New Guard. It was strongly infl uenced by fascist movements in 
Europe, and it attracted many middle-class supporters. Its leader, 
Eric Campbell, was an admirer of Mussolini. The New Guard 
fought street battles with Labor and Communist supporters. At the 
opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932, a mounted New 
Guard member succeeded in cutting the ribbon ahead of Labor 
premier Jack Lang. The New Guard even planned to overthrow 
the Lang government in New South Wales. An armed revolt was 
avoided when the New South Wales governor dismissed Lang from 
offi ce in May 1932. However, support for such extremist move-
ments declined quickly as Australia recovered from the Depression.    

 1.7.5 Germany and the Nazis 
 The most signifi cant result of the rise of fascism was felt in Germany. At the end of World War I the country 
was bitterly divided. Following the abdication of the Kaiser, Germany became a democratic republic. How-
ever, the German Spartacists (communists) wanted to follow the Bolsheviks’ example and found a socialist 
republic based on workers’ soviets. The moderate socialists wanted to reform Germany through parliamen-
tary democracy. 

 The republic was fi rst threatened when the left attempted a Bolshevik-style revolution in 1919. But a 
much greater danger came from the extreme right. Fascist groups, composed mostly of ex-soldiers, blamed 
Germany’s defeat and humiliation on socialists, communists and Jews. The government used groups of 
fascist ex-soldiers, called  Freikorps , armed with artillery, machine guns, grenades and fl ame-throwers, to 
crush the Spartacist uprisings of 1919. 

 In March 1920, these fascist ex-soldiers tried to seize power in the Kapp  Putsch , but they were thwarted 
by resistance from the German socialist trade unions. The next fascist attempt to seize power was made by 
Adolf Hitler, who had become the leader of the National Socialist German Workers’ (Nazi) Party in 1921. 
Hitler fi rst attempted to seize power in the Munich Putsch of 1923. The putsch was defeated. Hitler’s rise 
was then delayed by growing German prosperity during the late 1920s. Hitler consolidated his position in 
the party, building up his private armies and refi ning terror tactics and propaganda. Eventually, the Nazi 
rise to power was made possible by the Great Depression. In just ten turbulent years following the Munich 
Putsch, Hitler’s Nazis were to gain control of Germany and lead the country towards another world war 
(see  topic 2 ). 

   SOURCE 5  Eric Campbell at a 
New Guard rally at Sydney Town 
Hall, February 1932 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 Although all fascist movements were racist, Italian fascism was 
not anti-Semitic (anti-Jewish) until it came under the infl uence of 
German Nazism. When Mussolini fi rst seized power, his Fascist Party 
had wealthy Jewish Italians among its supporters and members. 
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 1.7.6 Fascism in Spain 
 Fascists also gained power in Spain. In 
1936, General Francisco Franco and 
other Spanish military leaders started 
a rebellion against Spain’s democrati-
cally elected republican government. In 
the three-year-long Spanish Civil War, 
Franco was supported by the Spanish 
fascists (Falange), the wealthy Spanish 
landowners, the leaders of the Catholic 
Church, Spanish monarchists and, most 
importantly, by forces from Fascist 
Italy and Nazi Germany. The German 
Luftwaffe (air force) used Spain to test 
the tactics they would later use in World 
War II.  

 The Spanish Republic received some 
aid from the Soviet Union and Mexico 
and from idealistic international vol-
unteers, including about 60 Austral-
ians. However, Franco triumphed. This 
was partly because of the assistance 
provided by Hitler and Mussolini and 
partly because the Western democracies 
turned a blind eye to fascist aggres-
sion while preventing much aid from 
reaching the Spanish Republic. With 
Franco’s victory in 1939, Spain became 
another fascist dictatorship.     

  SOURCE 6  A group of British anti-fascist volunteers who fought 
in Spain in 1936    

Tom Mann Centuria Islesia Antifascista. From the collection of the Noel Butlin 
Archive Centre.

  SOURCE 7  Australian-Italians 
speaking at a Melbourne 
meeting of the Australian-Italian 
Anti-Fascist Movement in 1943 

  AWM 139425 

  SOURCE 8  A group portrait of young members of the  Fasci Italiani 
All’Estero  (Italian Fascist Organisation Overseas) taken on the steps 
of a Catholic church in Adelaide in October 1938. In the second 
row is their banner which had been sent from Rome to celebrate 
Mussolini’s seizure of power. The banner was blessed in a ceremony 
in the church. 

  AWM PO 1739.002 
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  1.8  SkillBuilder: Analysing political cartoons 
 1.8.1 What are political cartoons? 
 Political cartoons are like other cartoons created for newspapers or magazines. However, they have a spe-
cifi c purpose: to comment on the  political  issues of the day. They often use humour to make serious points 
about political issues. 

 Why is it useful to analyse a political cartoon? 
 Political cartoons are primary sources for a study of political issues in the period in which they were drawn 
and published. During the inter-war years, all sides of politics used political cartoons as a powerful form 
of propaganda. We should not assume that cartoons published in the regular newspapers and magazines 
were unbiased. During the turbulent years of the Great Depression, every major newspaper in Australia 
took sides on political events. Each cartoonist usually had an individual style. But, regardless of this and 
their political bias, cartoons of this period used similar techniques, especially when it came to caricaturing 
(exaggerating the features of) political fi gures they wanted to ridicule. 

    Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.5: Fascism - another solution to post-war problems?  

  RESOURCES  — ONLINE ONLY

 1.7 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Use  Source 1  and information in this spread to describe the main features of fascism.  
2.   What tactics did Mussolini use to gain power in Italy?  
3.   Where did other fascist movements arise in the inter-war years?  
4.   Outline two attempts by German fascists to seize power in the 1920s.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Look closely at  Sources 2  and  4  and describe the fascist (including Nazi) symbols shown in these sources.  
6.   Read  Source 3 . 

(a)    What belief was this Italian textbook trying to instill in children?  
(b)   Why do you think brainwashing children was an important part of the fascist propaganda program?    

7.   From the late 1930s, Eric Campbell denied that his New Guard was a fascist movement. Explain how 
 Source 5  provides evidence against his claim.  

8.   Study  Source 6 . What beliefs might have motivated these volunteers to risk their lives fi ghting fascism in 
Spain?  

9.   Study  Sources 7  and  8 . Why do you think many people, including migrant communities in Australia, were 
bitterly divided by either support for or hatred of fascism?  

10.   Use the internet and your library to fi nd out why Spain was a battleground in the struggle between pro-
fascists and anti-fascists in the 1930s.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � Causes of World War II
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This is still done in modern times. Australian cartoonists used to make caricatures of the former Aus-
tralian prime minister, John Howard, by exaggerating his protruding lower lip and bushy eyebrows. In a 
similar way, they exaggerated the nose, mouth and hair of Australia’s longest serving Labor prime minister, 
Bob Hawke.

It might be thought that political cartoons are not very useful as sources because they are biased and 
reflect only the views of the cartoonists. However, cartoons usually represented the bias of the newspapers 
and other organisations that published them and they could have a big influence on public opinion.

1.8.2 How to analyse a political cartoon
Step 1
Ask questions as you would of any primary source:
(a) Who created the cartoon and who published it?
(b) When and where was it published and what is the 

significance of the publisher, the time and the place?
(c) Why was it created? (What political events or issues is 

it concerned with?)
(d) What is its message? (This may be biased. It may 

come partly through the drawing and partly through 
the caption.)

(e) How does it convey its message? (What are the 
features of the drawing that convey the message? Is it 
done through caricature or some other device?)

Step 2
Here is an example of how to use these questions. In sub-
topic 1.5, you read about Jack Lang, the Labor premier 
of New South Wales, who was dismissed by the New 
South Wales governor in 1932 because of the Lang Plan, 
his radical and divisive scheme to help New South Wales 
workers through the Depression. Lang and his supporters 
had split the Labor Party in 1931. Lang had a lot of pop-
ular support but he also had many enemies, including 
the Australian Workers’ Union, which published its own 
newspaper, the Australian Worker.

Analyse Source 1 as follows:

SOURCE 1 ‘Don’t be a rabbit’, a cartoon 
published in the Australian Worker, 
2 December 1931

Questions Analysis

Who created the cartoon and who published it? The Australian Worker’s cartoonist created it and it was 
published by that paper.

When and where was it published and what is the 
significance of the publisher, the time and the place?

It was published in Australia in December 1931, soon 
after Lang’s supporters in Federal Parliament helped to 
destroy the federal Labor government.

Why was it created? (What events or issues is it 
concerned with?)

The cartoon must have been published to warn Labor 
voters that Lang was dangerous to their interests.

What is its message? (This may be biased. It may 
come partly through the drawing and partly through the 
caption.)

The message is simple: don’t be as silly as a rabbit by 
voting for Lang because he is deluding you.

How does it convey its message? (What are the features 
of the drawing that convey the message? Is it done 
through caricature or some other device?)

Lang is portrayed as a dangerous, treacherous snake. 
The cartoon suggests that the Lang Plan is just a coat 
that Lang wears to hypnotise the voters into thinking 
that he actually cares about them. The cartoon uses 
caricature, exaggerating Lang’s facial features.
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1.8.3 Developing my skills
Ask and answer the questions that were used to analyse Source 1 to carry out your own analysis of  
Source 2.

SOURCE 2 ‘The aim of the New Guard’, a cartoon by George Finey, Labor Daily, 
November 1931. The Labor Daily supported Lang’s faction of the Labor Party. 
The New Guard was a pro-fascist organisation (see subtopic 7.1) that aimed at 
overthrowing the Lang government in New South Wales.

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 1.6: Analysing a political cartoon

 Worksheet 1.7: Analysing a painting

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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  1.9  Research project: What was life like in the 
Great Depression? 
 1.9.1 Scenario and task 
 The Great Depression was characterised by a long period of low economic activity. Many businesses 
produced fewer goods or shut down altogether, resulting in many people losing their jobs. With people 
struggling to have enough money for essentials such as food, clothing and shelter, demand for goods and 
services was further diminished and a vicious cycle was established. 

 Throughout 2008 and 2009, the world experienced a global recession, believed to be the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression. Countries bought and sold considerably fewer goods and services from 
each other, and this caused many businesses to scale back their production or stop completely. As in the 
Great Depression, unemployment in many countries increased and people had less money to spend. 

 As a leading journalist for Time magazine, your task is to inves-
tigate how the lives of Australians were affected in the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. You will compare these effects with how 
the lives of Australians were affected by the more recent global 
economic recession. The article you write will provide an in-depth 
insight into the similarities and differences in Australian lifestyle 
between these two periods. You should consider the effects on a 
range of people in society during these two periods, such as indi-
viduals, families, unemployed workers, employed workers, skilled 
and unskilled workers, businesses, trade unions, political parties 
and movements, women, children, and the rich and the poor. You 
should determine whether there were, in fact, any ‘winners’ in these 
periods of low economic activity and how and to what extent they 
benefi ted. You should consider groups and organisations in society 
as well as individuals in your analysis.       

    1.9.2 Process 
 •    Go online to your learnON title to watch your introductory video lesson. You will write your article 

individually but fi rst you should form groups to share your research.  
 •   Navigate to the Resources tab where topics have been loaded for you to provide a framework for your 

research. Find background information about the lead up to the Great Depression, and the economic, 
political and social effects of this period in Australia. You should start your research by collecting 
economic data for Australia for both the Great Depression and the recent global economic recession, 
including unemployment rates, gross domestic product and statistics such as bankruptcies, closure or 
collapse of major businesses, homelessness and share prices. The  weblinks  in the Resources tab will 
help you get started.  
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 • When your research is complete, decide on the angle you would like to take for your article. Two 
templates have been provided for you in the Resources tab:
 • ‘Step back in time: Australia returns to the 1930s’

• ‘Australia: a little sad, but hardly depressed’
 • You should choose the headline that most suits the article you would like to write. Download the 

template and use it to write your article. You might like to place yourself back in the time of the Great 
Depression and imagine you are interviewing people about what life was like; illustrate the hardships 
experienced by using quotes from your imaginary interviews or from your research.

 • Print out your research report and hand it in with your completed article.

1.10 Review
1.10.1 Review
In this overview we have looked at some of the big developments that took place in the world and Australia 
between 1918 and 1939. We have reviewed the peace settlements that followed World War I and social and 
economic changes in the 1920s and 1930s, especially the devastating changes that came with the Great 
Depression. We have also looked at the development of two political forces that had an enormous influence 
in the inter-war years — communism and fascism.

KEY TERMS
anarchists revolutionaries who want an equal society based on cooperation rather than government or 
coercive laws 
Allies Britain, France and the other states on the winning side in World War I 
armistice a ceasefire or truce that ends fighting in a conflict so terms for permanent peace can be discussed
assembly line mass production method in which each worker completes the same operation over and over
capitalist economic system based on private ownership of capital, free markets and competition
dissidents people who publicly disagree with government policy or actions 
dole payments to the unemployed, usually in the form of coupons to exchange for food
foment encourage or foster rebellion
hire purchase buying and using a product while paying for it in instalments
indoctrinate to teach or instruct in a way that is almost brainwashing
lynchings to execute a person without authority or process of law
mandates commission to act on behalf of the League of Nations to govern a people considered not ready to 
govern themselves
plebiscites direct vote in which electors give their opinion on an issue
prohibition 1920s nationwide ban in the US on the making, transporting or selling of alcoholic drinks
Putsch an attempt to seize political power by force
radicals a person who advocates fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions or 
institutions 
reparations payments as compensation for damage caused
stock exchange a place where stocks (shares in companies) are bought and sold
stockbrokers someone whose job is to buy and sell shares on behalf of others
soviets councils, originally elected by workers or peasants
socialist those who support an economic system based on public ownership of industry to create greater 
equality
USSR’s the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or Soviet Union, the name of the former Russian Empire 
from 1922
White Russians those who wanted to crush the revolution and restore the old Russian order
welfare government system to provide help to members of society who need support

Go online to access additional resources such as templates, images and weblinks.

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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1.10 Activities
To Answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
Go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Multiple choice quiz

Short answer quiz
1. Name two forms of mass media that emerged or increased their influence during this period.
2. Which treaty was signed between the Allies and Germany in 1919?
3. What were reparations?
4. Which defeated countries signed the Treaty of Trianon and the Treaty of Saint-Germain?
5. Which world leader proposed the idea of a League of Nations?
6. What was the main task of the League of Nations?
7. Give two reasons why the League of Nations was weak.
8. By what percentage did US industrial output increase during the 1920s?
9. How did hire purchase encourage spending in the 1920s?

10. Who were the ‘flappers’?
11. When did the New York Stock Exchange collapse?
12. What was the dole?
13. Who had become dictator of the USSR by 1929?
14. How did fascists seize power in Italy in 1922?
15. Who led the German Nazis in the 1920s and 1930s?

Apply your understanding
16. What happened to the French town in Source 1?

17. How would such destruction have influenced French attitudes to terms to be imposed on Germany in the 
Treaty of Versailles?

SOURCE 1 Ruins of a church and other buildings in Warfusee, France, c. 1917

AWM H02127
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Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

    Complete these digital docs:   Worksheet 1.8: Crossword  

     Worksheet 1.9: Summing up  

    Worksheet 1.10: Refl ection  

   RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

18.   What is depicted in  Source 2 ?   
19.   How effective do you think this poster would have been in 

persuading German workers that the Nazis were their enemies?  
20.   Form small groups to research and report on  one  of the following: 

(a)    the infl uence of fascism in the inter-war years in one European 
country  

(b)   measures adopted under the New Deal to help people through the 
Great Depression in the United States.     

   SOURCE 2  A socialist poster 
for the July 1932 Reichstag 
(Parliament) elections, 
showing Nazism as a 
movement that threatened the 
common people 

Back to the big questions 
 At the beginning of this topic several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to answer 
these questions. 
1.    What were the main features of the peace treaties after World War I?  
2.   What types of changes occurred in the 1920s?  
3.   What were the consequences of the Great Depression?  
4.   How did dictators come to power in Europe in the 1920s and 1930s?  
5.   What threats to world peace arose in this period?    
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