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        DEPTH STUDY 1: WORLD WAR II 

 TOPIC 2
World War II (1939–1945) 

  2.1  Overview 
 Numerous  videos  and  interactivities  are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic. 

 2.1.1 Links with our times 
 During the twentieth century more than 230 million people died in wars, and many others have been killed 
since the beginning of this century. After World War I, people were horrifi ed to learn that almost 9 million 
troops had died on both sides in that terrible confl ict. Yet 
in a little over two decades the world was again at war. 
Between 1939 and 1945 World War II cost the lives of 
many times more. Historians’ estimates of the numbers of 
dead vary from over 50 million to over 70 million. Most 
reliable estimates are around 62 million. Whatever the cor-
rect fi gure, World War II was by far the deadliest confl ict, 
not only in the twentieth century, but in human history. In 
this war the number of civilian deaths was approximately 
double the number of military deaths, and more than a 
third of the civilian deaths were deliberate killings in Jap-
anese, Nazi and other fascist war crimes. 

 For Australia the cost in human lives, as a proportion 
of population, was lower than for World War I. Approx-
imately 39 800 Australian soldiers, sailors and airmen 
and 700 civilians were killed in World War II from a 
population of almost 7 million, compared with around 
60 000 out of fewer than 5 million in World War I. But in 
other ways World War II was more horrifying for Aus-
tralians. Japan’s entry into the war in 1941 brought the 
only occasion since the  European colonisation of the 
continent that  Australians had genuine reasons to fear 
invasion. 

 World War II would have lasting consequences for the 
world. In its aftermath, Europe would be divided between 
states allied with the Soviet Union and others allied with 
the Western democracies, creating a tense situation that 
lasted until the fall of the Communist bloc in 1989. At the 
same time, a new world organisation, the United Nations, 
would be formed to try to prevent such a terrible confl ict 
from ever happening again.  

SOURCE 1 This Nazi propaganda poster 
depicts the German dictator Adolf Hitler as 
a fi gure with god-like powers. More than any 
other individual, Hitler was responsible for 
causing World War II.
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1931
Japan invades
Manchuria. 

1943
Russians defeat

Germans at Stalingrad.

1936
German troops

re-enter the Rhineland.
Italy and Germany

support Franco in the
Spanish Civil War.

Germany and Japan
become allies.

1941
April–May: Germany
invades Yugoslavia

and Greece.
June: Germany

invades the USSR.
December: Japan

attacks Pearl Harbor
and British Malaya.

1944
Japanese are forced

back in the Paci�c.

After the ‘D-Day’
landings, the

Western Allies
advance towards

Germany while
Soviet forces advance on

the Eastern Front.

CE

CE

1930

1932

1946

1940

1944

1942

1938

1934

1936

1935
Germany announces
rearmament and
conscription.
Italy invades
Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

1938
German troops
occupy Austria.
Czechoslovakia is
weakened as the
Sudetenland is ceded to
Germany at the
Munich Conference. 

1937
Japan invades
China.

1940
April–June: Germany
overruns Denmark,
Norway, Belgium,
the Netherlands,
Luxembourg and
France. Italy enters the
war.      

August: The Battle of
Britain prevents a
German invasion of Britain.
December: British and
Australian forces defeat
Italians in North Africa.

1933
Hitler becomes

German Chancellor
and withdraws

Germany from the
League of Nations.

1945
May: Germany
surrenders.
September:
Japan surrenders
following dropping of
atomic bombs.    

1939
March–April:

Germany occupies
Czechoslovakia. Italy

invades Albania
August: The
Nazi–Soviet

Non-Aggression
Pact is signed.

September:
Germany invades

Poland. Britain and
France declare war

on Germany on
3 September.

1942
Japanese advance in
South-East Asia and
the Paci�c.
Mass gassings begin
at Auschwitz.
Germans are defeated
at El Alamein. 

SOURCE 2 A timeline for World War II

Big questions
As you study this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer 
these questions:
1. What were the causes of World War II?
2. Why and how were Australians 

involved in both theatres of the war?
3. How did the war affect Australians on 

the home front?
4. What significant events changed the 

course of the war?
5. What was the significance of World 

War II for Australia’s international 
relationships?

Starter questions 
1. Was anyone in your family — perhaps 

a great-grandparent — involved in 
World War II?

2. Have you heard or read of any other wars 
in which most victims were civilians?

3. What kinds of acts do we call war 
crimes, and do they still happen today?

4. Do you think learning about World War 
II can help us to avoid such tragedies 
in the future?

SOURCE 3 An RAAF recruiting poster, from 
1940

RAAF (Publisher) Coming? Then hurry!, 1940 
photolithograph, 100.5 × 73.2 cm
Australian War Memorial ARTV04297
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2.2 How do we know about World War II?
2.2.1 Historical sources
In this topic we will be investigating World War II, especially Australia’s involvement in this terrible con-
flict. Nearly 40 000 Australians died on active service, including almost 8000 Australian prisoners of war 
who died mostly from malnutrition, diseases and mistreatment. The human cost of World War II was even 
more horrific for many other nations. Because of its global scale and its impact, the range of sources of 
evidence for World War II is truly enormous.

Written sources and artefacts
Many thousands of books and articles have been written about World War II. Vast quantities of written 
primary sources and material remains are held in museums, archives and libraries around the world. They 
include military records, campaign maps, soldiers’ letters, diaries and memoirs, propaganda and weapons, 
as well as other kinds of evidence. Australia has extensive collections of such sources, including mili-
tary equipment and dioramas depicting specific battles. Many of these can be viewed online through the 
 Australian War Memorial website.

Visual sources
World War II was the first major conflict in which movie cameras were used extensively to document events 
and to make propaganda films. The best known Nazi propaganda films were made by Leni Riefenstahl. In 
her first documentary Der Sieg des Glaubens (Victory of Faith), Riefenstahl recorded the 1933 Nuremberg 
Nazi Party rally in such a way that Adolf Hitler was made to appear as a great German statesman rather 
than the cruel dictator he was. Film was also used by the Allies both for propaganda and to record events. 
American director John Ford filmed battles in which US Marines overcame fierce Japanese resistance in the 
Pacific in 1944 and 1945. Since the war’s end, many documentary films have been made about it and there 
are some excellent websites. Art and still photography were also widely used to record wartime events, as 
they had been during World War I. Art and photographs provide some of the starkest and most appalling 
evidence of this conflict.

SOURCE 1 Tom Uren was a former minister in the Whitlam Labor Government (1972–75). In this extract from 
his memoirs he describes events before his unit became prisoners of war on 23 February 1942.

All the blokes in our unit were excited and couldn’t wait to go … A brigadier gave a talk about what the 
Japanese were doing in the countries they had overrun, such as China; we were told they were raping 
women and bayoneting children … We disembarked at Koepang on the western side of Timor on 12 
December 1941 … From 19 January 1942 we endured almost daily bombing raids by the Japanese … On 
20 February 1942 we heard a rumour that the Japanese had landed on the other side of the island and most 
of our troops were sent around to engage them … Our first engagement was with Japanese paratroops who 
had landed on the outskirts of a village called Babaoe … We got on the last truck pulling out of the village 
just as the Japanese paratroops came up the main street firing at us. It was a pretty narrow escape … The 
Japanese were not taking prisoners.

About 500 paratroopers had landed and in the four days of intense fighting that ensued, we killed almost all 
of them. During those four days of the battle, brutal things were done on both sides. Some of our stretcher-
bearers had their throats cut [by the Japanese] and were hung up by their feet… In the heat of war, man is 
capable of the most barbaric and inhumane actions.
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 2.2 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Where would written primary sources from World War II have been found?  
2.   Explain the signi� cance and purpose of movie cameras used during World War II.  
3.   What sorts of visual primary sources would historians refer to for evidence of World War II?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    What do  Sources 2  and  3  reveal about some reasons why civilians made up so many of the casualties of 

World War II?  
5.   Read  Source 1 . 

  SOURCE 2  Nurses searching through the 
rubble after German bombers struck a children’s 
hospital in London in 1940 

   AWM 003288  

  SOURCE 3  During the German siege of Stalingrad 
in the USSR in 1942, Russian women risked their 
lives carrying supplies to the city’s defenders. 

   AWM P02018.133 

SOURCE 4 This aerial view shows the results of 
the Allied bombing of the ancient monastery of 
Montecassino in Italy on 29 February 1944. The 
Germans had used the monastery as a position 
for � ring down upon advancing Allied soldiers.

AWM MED1826

SOURCE 5 The central � gure in this painting is a 
blind prisoner struggling through a concentration 
camp just after it was liberated by the Allies.

Moore, Alan Blind man in Belsen, 1947 oil on 
canvas 51.2 × 61.4 cm
Australian War Memorial ART27620
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  2.3  Causes of World War II: The Nazis’ rise to 
power 
 2.3.1 The Treaty of Versailles and the  Dolchstosslegende  
 The main cause of World War II was aggression by the Nazi regime that controlled Germany from 1933 to 
1945. This fascist party headed by Adolf Hitler led Germany into war in 1939. But how did it gain power? 
In  topic 1  you learned about the rise of fascist movements. Three factors in particular helped the rise of the 
Nazis: resentment against the Treaty of Versailles; the myth that Germany had been betrayed; and the Great 
Depression. 

 Many Germans bitterly resented the harsh terms 
of the Treaty of Versailles and its humiliating clause 
blaming Germany for the war. German  right wingers  
reacted with the  Dolchstosslegende , the ‘stab in 
the back’ myth. It held that Germany had not been 
defeated but was betrayed by the ‘November crim-
inals’, the democratic socialists who created the 
republic, signed the armistice and accepted the hated 
treaty. This myth undermined the  Weimar Republic  
from the beginning. 

 2.3.2 The impact of the 1930s 
Depression 
 In the early 1920s Germany suffered  hyperinfl ation , 
which wiped out the value of its currency. However, 
from 1924 to 1929 the government managed to improve 
Germany’s fi nances and international relations. Under 
the 1924 Dawes Plan, reparations payments were 
spread over a longer period and Germany was given 
loans to help rebuild its economy. Under the Locarno 
Treaty of 1925, Germany accepted its western borders 
set by the Treaty of Versailles, and in 1926 Germany 
was admitted to the League of Nations. However, as 
the Great Depression spread through industrialised 
countries from 1929, Germany was most severely 
affected. As foreign loans dried up, investment fell and 
by 1932 six million Germans were unemployed.  

   SOURCE 1  During the hyperinfl ation of the early 
1920s, German Deutschmarks lost so much of 
their value that, as shown here, they were used 
as waste paper, insulation and fuel for heating. 
Middle-class people saw their savings wiped 
out. 

(a)    Why were the men in Tom Uren’s unit eager to fi ght the Japanese?  
(b)   When and where did they fi ght?  
(c)   What was Tom Uren’s view of the way this part of the war was fought?    

6.   Look closely at  Source 4 . 
(a)    Why was it thought necessary for the Allies to destroy this historic monastery?  
(b)   What are the advantages of aerial photographs as sources?    

7.   Describe the details in  Source 5  and explain how this artwork conveys the horror of the Nazis’ persecution of 
their victims during World War II.   

8.  Using all of the sources in this subtopic as your evidence, write a short account of reasons why such large 
numbers of people suffered and died in World War II.   
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2.3.3 The fall of democratic government
When the Depression hit, Germany had a coalition government headed by the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD). The SPD wanted to raise taxes on the rich to maintain payments to the unemployed. The non-socialist 
parties opposed this, so the coalition split and the government collapsed. President Hindenburg used the 
crisis to appoint an authoritarian Centre Party government that lacked support in the Reichstag. When 
elections were held in September 1930, moderate parties lost ground. The Communist Party increased its 
percentage of votes from 10.6 to 13.1, but the Nazi Party climbed from just 2.6 to 18.3 per cent.

Hindenburg still refused to appoint a government that had majority support, so new elections were 
scheduled for 27 July 1932. Before the elections the Nazis’ paramilitary wing, the Sturmabteiling (known 
as the SA), launched a wave of street violence against the left-wing parties. In the elections the Nazis 
gained 37.3 per cent of the vote to become the largest party in the Reichstag. Following a Reichstag vote 
of no confidence in the government, further elections were held in November. Although the Nazi vote fell 
by 4 per cent, on 30 January 1933 Hindenburg invited Hitler to become Chancellor (prime minister) of 
a right-wing coalition government. In less than two months Germany would be transformed into a Nazi 
dictatorship.

The rise of the Nazis

How did the Nazis get so far? In 1921 Hitler had become their first president, and the SA was created to 
terrorise socialists and communists. By 1923 the party had support from several army officers. The basic 
ideas of Nazi ideology were:
 • Only the strong survive.
 • The hated communism is regarded as a Jewish ideology.
 • The Germanic master race must defeat its racial enemies, especially the Jews.
 • Germany must gain Lebensraum (living room) for its expanding population by taking land from non-

Aryan races.
 • The Führerprinzip (leader principle) dictates that all opposition must be crushed and there must be total 

obedience to the leader.
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SOURCE 2 Numbers of seats won by parties in the Reichstag in 1928 and 1932

DID YOU KNOW?
In September 1918 General Ludendorff, the virtual military dictator of Germany, persuaded the Kaiser to transfer 
power to a civilian government and demand that it seek an armistice. Germany’s military leaders then shifted 
the blame for the nation’s defeat and humiliation from the military and the old order to the new democratic 
government.
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 After a failed attempt to seize power in 1923, Hitler focused on building support. The Hitler Youth was 
founded in 1926 to indoctrinate young Germans. The Nazis gained supporters through public spectacles 
such as the Nuremberg rallies, through the support of infl uential individuals such as Alfred Hugenberg, 
who controlled 700 newspapers, and through propaganda blaming Germany’s problems on communists and 
Jews. Joseph Goebbels was appointed to head the Nazi propaganda unit in 1929. He organised the party’s 
election campaigns and won over many middle-class voters, who turned from other conservative parties to 
the Nazis out of fear of communism. 

 2.3.4 Consolidating power 
 A month after Hitler became Chancellor, 
the Reichstag was severely damaged by 
fi re and the Nazis stirred up fears of a 
communist uprising. Hitler persuaded 
Hindenburg to issue a Decree for the 
Protection of People and State. This 
allowed for imprisonment without trial 
and abolition of freedom of the press, 
speech and assembly. During the weeks 
preceding the March 1933 elections, 
the Nazis used the decree to restrict 
campaigning by other parties. Despite 
their intimidation of voters, the Nazis 
won only 43.9 per cent of the vote, so 
they formed a coalition with the small 
Nationalist Party and barred the Com-
munists from taking the seats they had 
won. 

 The Enabling Act of 23 March 1933 
gave Hitler dictatorial powers and gave 
his government the power to make 
laws and change the Constitution as it 
wished. In the Reichstag, only the SPD 
had the courage to vote against the Act.  

 2.3.5 Nazifi cation of 
Germany 
 By 1934 the Nazis controlled German 
social, political, economic and cultural 
life. 
 •    Nazi courts were established to try 

‘political criminals’.  
 •   Anti-Nazis and Jews were forced out 

of jobs in the civil service.  
 •   Trade unions were abolished and the German Labour Front was established to control workers.  
 •   ‘Un-German’ books were publicly burned.  
 •   Like the Communist Party, the SPD was banned. Other parties dissolved themselves.  
 •   German communists, socialists and other anti-Nazis were sent to  concentration camps .  
 •   Education was made a tool of Nazi propaganda.  

   SOURCE 3  The text on this Nazi poster translates as ‘In 
the deepest need Hindenburg chose Adolf Hitler for Reich 
Chancellor. You too should vote for List 1.’ 
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 •   The Nazis organised attacks against Jews and Jewish property and a boycott of Jewish businesses, and 
banned Jews from the civil service and professions.  

 •   Under the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, Jews lost their German citizenship and political rights. Marriage 
and sexual relations between Jews and Aryans were banned.   
 To prepare for war, Hitler needed the support of the army leaders so he eliminated Ernst Röhm and 

other SA leaders, who wanted the regular army to be amalgamated with the SA under SA leadership. On 
the ‘Night of the Long Knives’, 30 June 1934, Hitler used the other Nazi paramilitary force, the SS, to 
murder around 180 leading SA members and more than 200 other political opponents. To justify this, Hitler 
claimed that the SA was planning an uprising. The murders created a close relationship between the Nazi 
regime and the army, and led to the dominance of the SS in the Nazi state. 

 When Hindenburg died on 2 August 1934, Hitler assumed total power as  Führer  (absolute ruler) of 
Germany. He became commander-in-chief and all soldiers were required to take a personal oath of loyalty 
to him.       

  SOURCE 4  A modern artist’s impression of a scene at a Nazi rally 

  Hitler appealed to almost all members of society. He 
promised to take care of the workers and farmers, and 
to return the middle class to the good fortune and peace 
they remembered from childhood.

A   Hitler saw himself as a symbol of Germany. Before every 
speech, he studied pictures of himself to perfect his 
movements and signals. Before speaking, he paused for 
a long time, forcing the crowd to wait, hushed, for him to 
begin. Then he spoke passionately, often spitting with the 
effort.

B

  By the mid 1930s, six out of every ten young German 
people had joined the Hitler Youth. They could join when 
they were ten years old, with separate organisations 
for boys and girls. As Hitler Youth members, they were 
brainwashed with Nazi Party ideology, particularly anti-
Semitism (anti-Jewish views). By 1936 there were about 
four million members.

  Hitler was the fi rst world leader to make political use of 
fi lm-makers. Films demonstrated to his supporters that he 
was moving with the times, but they did something more 
important: if the Third Reich was to last for 1000 years, 
as he promised, these fi lms would be kept for future 
generations.

C
D

 A  B
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 D
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  2.4  Causes of World War II: Japanese militarism 
 2.4.1 Japanese imperialism 
 Fascist regimes in Germany and Italy would soon threaten world peace. However, peace was already threat-
ened by  militarism  and extreme nationalism in Japan. World War II began in 1939, but for the Chinese 
people the war began with a Japanese invasion in 1931 and expanded with a further invasion in 1937. This 
was the beginning of Japan’s attempt to create an Asia–Pacifi c empire. 

 Since the late nineteenth century Japan had wanted to follow the European powers’ example by 
creating an empire. In the Sino-Japanese War (1894–95) Japan invaded Korea and took Formosa 
(modern Taiwan) and the Ryuku Islands from China. In the Russo-Japanese War (1904–05) Japan 

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.1: The rise of Nazism         

    RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 2.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Create a timeline of events from 1919 to 1934 that contributed to Germany’s becoming a Nazi dictatorship.  
2.   Explain the meaning of the following terms and concepts: 

(a)    Weimar Republic  
(b)   paramilitary  
(c)   Reichstag  
(d)   Führer  
(e)   concentration camp.    

3.   How did each of the following factors help the rise of the Nazis? 
(a)    Resentment against the conditions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles  
(b)   The myth of the ‘stab in the back’  
(c)   The Great Depression    

4.   What role did President Hindenburg play in Hitler’s rise to power?  
5.   Why was Hitler willing to murder members of his own party?  
6.   What measures did the Nazis adopt to crush their opponents between 1933 and 1934?   

 Apply your understanding 
7.    Look closely at  Source 1 . Why might this situation have encouraged middle-class people to turn to 

extremist parties?  
8.   Use  Source 2  to work out which parties gained and which lost votes between 1928 and 1932. How would 

you explain these changes in voting?  
9.   Look at  Source 3 . For which election would this poster have been produced, and how does it portray 

Hitler?  
10.   Study  Source 4  and explain what use the Nazis made of public rallies, fi lm and slogans.   
11.  Use the internet and your library to fi nd out what happened on  Kristallnacht  (the ‘Night of Broken Glass’), 

7 November 1938.   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    Causes of World War II   
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gained control of much of Manchuria. Then, in 1910, Japan annexed Korea. During World War I 
Japan sided with the Allies to gain Germany’s territorial rights in China and German colonies in the 
north Pacific. 

 Aggression in Manchuria 
 The Great Depression contributed to the rise of Japanese militarism, as economic hardship led to growing 
support for the military and nationalists who wanted Japan to gain colonies for raw materials and export 
markets. Japan’s military soon had more power than its civilian government. When the Japanese prime 
minister opposed an aggressive foreign policy in 1930 he was shot by an extreme nationalist. 

 In the following year an explosion on the Japanese-owned South Manchurian railway line was used as a 
pretext for an invasion of Manchuria. By early 1932 the Japanese military, acting against instructions from 
Japan’s government, had occupied all of Manchuria, changed its name to Manchukuo and claimed it was 
not part of China. In the same year, the Japanese bombed Shanghai and occupied parts of northern China. 
China protested to the League of Nations, but when it censured Japan in 1933 the Japanese withdrew from 
the League. Because they were more concerned with threats to peace in Europe, the Western powers and 
the League took no effective action.      
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   SOURCE 1  Location of Japanese aggression in north-east Asia, 1894–1938 

DID YOU KNOW?
On 12 December 1937 Japanese aircraft deliberately sank a US gunboat that was escorting oil tankers in China. 
Japan apologised for this ‘accident’ and paid compensation. The US did not retaliate.UNCORRECTED P
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 2.4.2 Japanese fascism 
 Japanese ultra-nationalist societies had much in common with European fascists. They encouraged fanat-
ical devotion to military values and to the emperor, who was considered to be divine. These societies were 
violently nationalist, racist, anti-communist and anti-democratic. They assassinated their political oppo-
nents or frightened them into silence. In 1932 a new Japanese prime minister was assassinated for speaking 
out against the military. By 1937 Japanese schoolchildren were being indoctrinated in fascist values and 
forced to take part in military training. 

 2.4.3 Alliances and the second Sino-Japanese War 
 Japan and Germany became allies through the Anti- 
Comintern Pact in November 1936. When Italy joined 
the pact in 1937, these three powers were united in the 
Rome–Berlin–Tokyo Axis. 

 In July 1937 Japan launched a full-scale attack 
against China, quickly taking the cities of Beijing, 
Guangzhou and Nanjing. The Chinese Communists and 
Nationalists had been fi ghting a civil war since 1927, 
but in 1937 they agreed to an armistice to enable them 
to form a united front. For the next eight years they 
fought back against the Japanese from their country’s 
vast interior. 

 The Rape of Nanjing 
 The most appalling Japanese atrocities took place in the 
Chinese city of Nanjing (formerly called Nanking). There, 
between December 1937 and January 1938, the Japa-
nese slaughtered between 200 000 and 300 000 Chinese 
civilians and prisoners of war. There were mass rapes of 
Chinese women and other atrocities including burying 
or burning people alive and using prisoners for bayonet 
practice.     

   SOURCE 2  A Japanese soldier about to 
behead a Chinese prisoner during the 
massacre known as the ‘Rape of Nanjing’. 
This photograph is one of several that were 
preserved by a Chinese employee of a photo 
studio. 

   SOURCE 3  This photo, taken in Nanjing in 1937, shows 
Japanese soldiers watching as Chinese civilian prisoners 
are placed in a pit to be buried alive. 

  SOURCE 4  From American journalist Edgar 
Snow’s eye-witness description of Japanese 
atrocities in Nanjing in 1937 

 Mothers had to watch their babies beheaded 
then submit to raping … Thousands of 
men were lined up and machine gunned. 
Sometimes groups were used for bayonet 
exercises. When the [Japanese] victors grew 
bored … they tied their victims, poured 
kerosene on their heads and cremated 
them alive. 
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  2.5  Causes of World War II: the road to war 
in Europe 
 2.5.1 Alliances 
 Germany, Italy and Japan all threatened world peace, and in 1936–37 the danger increased when they 
became allies. The world’s best hope for preserving peace was the League of Nations, but it proved to be 
ineffective. By 1939 the world was once more on the brink of war. 

 Germany’s foreign policy 
 Hitler wanted alliances with Britain (as a fellow Aryan nation) and Italy (as a fellow fascist nation). The 
main foreign policy aims of Nazi Germany were to: 
 •    overturn the Treaty of Versailles and reclaim territory lost under the treaty  
 •   take territory from the Slavic ‘racial inferiors’ of the Soviet Union  
 •   destroy world communism  
 •   control sources of raw materials for Germany’s economy and for rearmament  
 •   unite all German people in the  Third Reich .   

 Italy’s foreign policy 
 Mussolini also wanted to gain territory. In the 1920s Italy had established control over Albania and 
waged military campaigns to assert control over two of its North African colonies — Somalia and Libya. 
Until 1936, however, Italy and Germany were potential enemies. Mussolini saw Germany as a danger 
to Austria’s independence and therefore to the stability of Italy’s northern frontier. In April 1935 
Italy joined Britain and France in protesting against German rearmament in defi ance of the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

 2.4 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What did Japanese extreme nationalism have in common with European fascism?  
2.   Why did Japanese nationalists want an empire?  
3.   Why did the League of Nations fail to take effective action against Japanese aggression in China?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    For many decades after World War II, Japanese nationalists continued to deny that the Rape of Nanjing took 

place. Explain how the evidence in  Sources 2 ,  3  and  4  provides proof of Japanese atrocities.   
5.  The Western powers condemned Japanese aggression but took no effective action against it. Imagine you 

are a Western newspaper journalist in 1937. Write an article supported by  Sources 1 ,  2  and  3  to convince 
your readers that action should be taken.   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    Causes of World War II   
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Italy invades Abyssinia
Mussolini ordered Italian military attacks on Abyssinia in October 1935. Italy used poison gas and 
extremely brutal tactics to overcome the poorly armed Abyssinians. Italian forces captured the capital, 
Addis Ababa, in May 1936, but the Abyssinians continued to wage a guerrilla war.

As a League member, Abyssinia demanded action against Italy. In November 1935 the League voted for 
economic sanctions (no arms sales to Italy and a ban on importing Italian goods) to force an Italian with-
drawal. But in December Britain and France made a secret agreement to hand part of Abyssinia to Italy. 
Public outrage forced them to abandon this agreement. However, the League’s sanctions were ineffective 
because Germany, Japan and the United States did not support them and because oil was not embargoed. 
With Britain and France supporting League sanctions, Mussolini moved closer to Hitler.

2.5.2 Appeasement
After the terrible human cost of World War I, there was very little support in the Western democracies for 
risking another war by standing up to fascist aggression. The United States could not be counted on for 
support because it had adopted an isolationist foreign policy to avoid being drawn into Europe’s conflicts. 
Also, there was much sympathy for fascism among many British conservatives, who saw Hitler as a bul-
wark against communism. France feared to take a stand without British support so the Western democracies 
followed a policy of appeasement. This meant giving in to Japan, Germany and Italy, hoping they would be 
satisfied and war would be avoided.

Steps in appeasement
The Western democracies took no effective action against several German breaches of the terms of the 
Treaty of Versailles:
 • In March 1935 Hitler announced that Germany had an air force and was reintroducing conscription. 

Britain and France protested but did nothing more.
 • In June 1935 the Anglo-German Naval Agreement allowed Germany a navy 35 per cent the size of 

Britain’s Royal Navy.
 • In March 1936 Britain and France failed to act when Hitler marched 20 000 troops into the 

demilitarised Rhineland.

2.5.3 Uniting the fascists
The Spanish Civil War (see subtopic 1.7) brought Germany and Italy together as allies. Many British con-
servatives also sympathised with General Franco’s fascists in Spain. Britain and France failed to aid the 
elected Spanish Republic and even denied it the right to buy arms to defend itself.

From 1934 the Soviet Union had adopted a policy of building United Fronts with the Western democ-
racies against fascist aggression. After Germany and Italy sent military aid to Franco, the Soviets sent aid 
to the Spanish Republic. But by the end of 1938, when it was clear that Britain was willing to accept a 
pro-fascist victory in Spain, the Soviet Union abandoned Spain and the aim of building an alliance with 
the democracies. The defeat of the Spanish Republic meant the end of any hope of a united front against 
fascism, the strengthening of the fascist alliance and encouragement of further aggression.

DID YOU KNOW?
From 1923 the dominions of the British Empire had the right to decide their own foreign policies. This was 
recognised in British law under the Statute of Westminster in 1931. But while Canada, Ireland and South 
Africa took up this independence, Australia continued to defer to Britain on matters of foreign policy. Australia 
supported appeasement because it feared that Britain would be unable to defend Australia if war broke out in 
both Europe and the Pacific.
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 2.5.4 Further appeasement 
 At the Hossbach Conference of November 1937, Hitler told his generals to prepare for a major war in the 
mid 1940s. Between 1938 and 1939 Germany and Italy committed more acts of aggression. The Treaty of 
Versailles banned any  Anschluss  (union) of Germany and Austria, but on 12 March 1938 the German army 
invaded Austria and received a warm welcome. Germany then annexed Austria. In April Britain recognised 
the enlarged Germany. 

 Czechoslovakia 
 Hitler used false claims that Germans were 
being persecuted in Czechoslovakia to destroy 
that country in 1938–39. When Czechoslovakia 
was created in 1919 it included the mainly 
German population of the Sudetenland. From 
March 1938 Hitler encouraged Sudeten Ger-
mans to cause unrest. In October 1938 at the 
Munich Conference, after Hitler had pre-
pared for war, British prime minister Nev-
ille Chamberlain agreed to Hitler’s demand 
for immediate control of the Sudetenland. In 
March 1939, in breach of the Munich Agree-
ment, Hitler invaded and dismembered what 
remained of Czechoslovakia.    

   SOURCE 2  A Sudeten woman tearfully salutes 
Hitler as he rides through territory taken from 
Czechoslovakia under the Munich Agreement 

  SOURCE 3  From a speech by Australian 
prime minister Robert Menzies, in  The Sydney 
Morning Herald , 26 August 1939 

 It may well be that Germany still has some 
grievances which would be all the better 
for … discussion. But if, instead of entering 
into discussion, instead of going into 
friendly conference, instead of recognising 
that there are, after all, two sides to most 
questions, the attitude of Germany is to be, 
‘We will take whatever our military strength 
will permit us to take, and we will not 
negotiate with our military inferiors’, there 
is obviously an end to all law and order 
among the nations, and the absorption of 
Poland would lead to attacks upon other 
smaller European countries, upon one 
ground or another, until a vast dominion of 
force has been established … the British 
and French Governments have given their 
pledge to Poland and to several other 
European countries … those pledges will be 
honoured. 

 We in Australia are involved, because the 
destruction or defeat of Great Britain would 
be the destruction or defeat of the British 
Empire, and leave us with a precarious 
tenure on our own independence. 

  SOURCE 4  This composite photograph was made 
soon after the 1938 Munich Conference. It shows the 
four leaders who signed the Munich Agreement playing 
cards. They are from left to right: Hitler; Edouard 
Daladier, the French president; Neville Chamberlain, the 
British prime minister; and Mussolini. 

  AWM P02436.001 
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 Britain and France now saw that appeasement had failed and resolved to resist any further Nazi aggres-
sion. When Hitler demanded territory from Lithuania and Poland at the end of March 1939, Britain and 
France gave guarantees to Poland of aid against aggression. In April Italy annexed Albania and in May
Germany and Italy signed the Pact of Steel, promising military support if either of them was at war. 

 2.5.5 World War II begins 
 On 23 August 1939, after failing to make progress 
towards a military alliance with Britain and France, 
the Soviet Union did a complete about-face, signing 
a non-aggression pact with Hitler. The pact pro-
vided for a secret carve-up of Poland and the Baltic 
states. The Soviet dictator, Joseph Stalin, thought 
this pact removed the danger of being isolated in a 
war against Germany.  

 Germany could now invade western Poland 
without risking Soviet opposition. On 1 September 
1939 the German invasion of Poland began. Britain 
responded by declaring war on Germany on 3 Sep-
tember. Hitler was surprised that this invasion pro-
voked Britain and France into declaring war. He 
had wanted a war of conquest in eastern Europe. 
Instead he had provoked a war with the western 
European powers.  

   SOURCE 5  Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in 1938 

 2.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Create a timeline of steps towards war in Europe from 1935 to 1939.  
2.   Explain the meaning of the appeasement policy.  
3.   Outline three reasons for adoption of the appeasement policy.  
4.   Why did Stalin (see  Source 5 ) want a united front with the Western democracies?   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Use  Source 1  and other information in this subtopic to list the places in which aggression by the European 

fascist powers took place during the 1930s.  
6.   Suggest two possible reasons for the tears of the woman in  Source 2 .  
7.   Using  Source 3  and other information in this subtopic, explain why appeasement failed to prevent war.  
8.   Most historians regard appeasement as a misguided policy. Why do you think it was widely supported until 

1939?  
9.   How do you think events might have turned out differently if Britain and France had joined with the Soviet 

Union in a united front?  
10.   A composite photograph is an image made up of several photographs. What do you think the creator of the 

composite photograph in  Source 4  was saying about the role of these four leaders in the 1938 agreement 
that destroyed Czechoslovakia? Consider the following questions in your response: 
(a)    Why are the leaders depicted as card players?  
(b)   Which leaders have laid their cards on the table?   
(c)  Which leaders are still holding their cards?  
(d)   What do each of the actions listed above symbolise?     
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  2.6  An overview of World War II to 1944 
 2.6.1 Germany overruns Europe 
 World War II began in Europe but soon spread to North Africa and then to Asia and the Pacifi c. Its battles 
were fought on land, in the air and at sea, and its combatants included  partisans  as well as regular forces. 
Unlike World War I, it really was a war of  ideologies , a war the Allies fought to stop the expansion of 
 fascist rule. 

 Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939 using a new tactic —  blitzkrieg . This method of high-
speed attack used tanks supported by fi ghter planes and dive-bombers. Britain, Australia, New Zealand and 
France declared war on 3 September. However, British and French troops were too far away to provide 
any help to the Poles. Despite heroic resistance, western Poland fell to the Nazis and eastern Poland was 
occupied by the Soviet Union. In April 1940 Germany overran Norway and Denmark to secure iron-ore 
supplies. In May it again used  blitzkrieg  tactics to invade the Netherlands, Belgium and France. In late May 
Belgium surrendered. France was defeated by 17 June. 

 Dunkirk 
 As the Germans advanced, 340 000 Allied 
soldiers were pushed back to the beaches 
of Dunkirk in northern France. Had it not 
been for the crews of more than 800 hastily 
assembled British boats that rescued troops, 
Britain would have suffered terrible losses. 
Instead, Britain was able to evacuate most of 
its troops, as well as many French, Dutch and 
Belgian soldiers.    

 2.6.2 The British Empire 
stands alone 
 While Germany occupied most of France, a 
right-wing, pro-German French government 
was set up under Marshal Pétain in the south. 
Vichy France, as this regime was known, 
was now Germany’s ally. The British Empire 
stood alone, facing German-occupied Europe. 
With the US and USSR remaining neutral, 
Britain’s only allies were the defeated Euro-
pean nations’ governments-in-exile. 

 The Battle of Britain 
 When the new British prime minister, Win-
ston Churchill, made it clear that his country 
would not negotiate for peace, Hitler planned 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    Causes of World War II   

   SOURCE 1  A modern artist’s impression of the Dunkirk 
evacuation 
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Operation Sea Lion, the invasion of Britain, in which devastating air attacks were to be followed by land-
ings of German troops.

For a seaborne invasion to succeed, Germany first had to win control of the air. On 10 July 1940 the 
Luftwaffe struck convoys of ships in the English Channel. It then targeted airfields, military installations, 
ports and cities, killing 15 000 British civilians. But RAF fighter aircraft fought the Luftwaffe tenaciously 
during the Battle of Britain. Over 500 airmen lost their lives, but they denied the Nazis control of the air 
and the invasion was prevented.

New battlefields
By the end of 1940 the war had reached a stalemate. Germany had failed to crush Britain, but Britain 
lacked the capacity to invade Europe. Direct battles could and did take place in North Africa and the 
 Balkans, however. Italy had entered the war as Germany’s ally in June 1940, and within a month Italian 
forces had captured British Somaliland and parts of Egypt. In November 1940 the British struck back with 
a devastating air attack on the Italian fleet and a land attack that forced an Italian retreat. German forces 
came to Italy’s aid and the British were pushed back into Egypt in February 1941. Germany then attacked 
Yugoslavia and Greece, conquering those countries in April and May 1941. With their nations overrun, 
Yugoslav and Greek partisans continued to fight behind German lines.

Germany invades Russia
In June 1941 Hitler betrayed Stalin by launching Operation Barbarossa to achieve his original aim, the con-
quest of the Soviet Union. The invasion force included three-quarters of Germany’s armed forces, as well 
as Hungarian, Romanian, Finnish and Italian troops and ‘volunteers’ from ‘neutral’ Spain. Partly because 
Stalin failed to respond quickly, many Soviet planes were destroyed on the ground and the Axis forces were 
at first able to advance quickly. But blitzkrieg tactics were ineffective on Russia’s vast plains. As rain turned 
the roads to mud the German advance slowed. By December it was halted by the harsh Russian winter and 
by fresh Soviet divisions from Siberia who drove the invaders back from Moscow. The attack on the USSR 
gave the British Empire a powerful ally.

2.6.3 The Pacific War begins
Japan was Germany’s Axis partner, but with a million troops engaged in China it did not widen its role 
until December 1941. Japan sought an Asian and Pacific empire, or what it described as the ‘Greater East 
Asian Co-prosperity Sphere’. Its first step was the occupation of French Indochina in July 1941 with the 
cooperation of Vichy French authorities.

SOURCE 2 From speeches by Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1940

We … shall defend our island whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the 
landing grounds, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender …

I expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin. Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian 
civilisation … Hitler knows that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we stand up to him 
all Europe may be free …

SOURCE 3 From a letter from Hitler to Mussolini explaining the reasons for the German invasion of the USSR

The martial spirit to make war, after all, lives only on hopes. These hopes [of the British] are based solely on two 
assumptions: Russia and America. We have no chance of eliminating America. But it does lie in our power to 
exclude Russia. The elimination of Russia means, at the same time, a tremendous relief for Japan in East Asia, 
and thereby the possibility of a much stronger threat to American activities through Japanese intervention.
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 On 7 December 1941 waves 
of Japanese planes from air-
craft carriers struck the US 
naval base at Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii, destroying half the US 
fl eet. US president Franklin 
D. Roosevelt had strongly 
sympathised with the Allies, 
but many Americans opposed 
America’s involvement. The 
attack ensured public support 
when Roosevelt declared war 
the very next day. Britain had 
gained another powerful ally.    

 On 8 December the Jap-
anese invaded Malaya and 
attacked other British, Dutch 
and US colonies in Asia. By 
April 1942 the Japanese had 
taken Hong Kong, the Philip-
pines, Malaya, Singapore, the 
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   SOURCE 4  Europe at the beginning of 1942 

   SOURCE 5  US battleships burn after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor 
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Dutch East Indies and much of Burma. How-
ever, in May 1942, in the Battle of the Coral 
Sea, a US aircraft carrier force engaged Jap-
anese warships and troopships heading for 
Port Moresby in Papua. Although both sides 
suffered heavy damage, the Japanese were 
prevented from taking Port Moresby by sea.  

 2.6.4 Turning points 
 •    In the Battle of Midway in June 1942 

Japan lost its aircraft carriers.  
 •   In October 1942 British Empire forces 

defeated German forces at El Alamein in 
Egypt. By November the Germans were 
retreating in North Africa, and in May 
1943 they were forced to surrender.  

 •   From November 1942 Soviet Red 
Army troops fought back ferociously 
at Stalingrad. On 2 February 1943 the 
German 6th Army surrendered. In July 
1943, in the Battle of Kursk, the biggest 
tank battle of World War II, Germany’s 
tank force was almost completely destroyed.    

 The Allied counter-offensives 
 •    By 1943 the Axis powers were clearly losing the war. Bombing raids by US and British Empire aircraft 

were destroying German cities and industry.  
 •   After British and US troops invaded Italy in July 1943, Mussolini was killed by Italian anti-fascists and 

the Allies fought a bloody campaign against German forces in Italy’s north.  
 •   On ‘D-Day’, 6 June 1944, British, US and Canadian troops landed on the beaches of Normandy in 

France and began driving the Germans out of western Europe.  
 •   By the end of 1943 the Germans were retreating before the Red Army all along the Eastern Front.  
 •   In the Pacifi c War, 

Australian troops defeated 
the Japanese in Papua 
between July 1942 and 
January 1943, and then 
fought them in New 
Guinea. In November 1942 
the US infl icted another 
big naval defeat on the 
Japanese, and by March 
1944 British and Indian 
troops were turning the 
Japanese back in Burma 
while US forces were 
destroying Japanese bases 
in the islands of the Pacifi c.    

   SOURCE 6  The extent of the Asia–Pacifi c region 
controlled by Japan by July 1942 
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   SOURCE 7  Soviet troops fi ghting in the snow 
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 2.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Which side in World War II had the advantage until at least mid 1942?  
2.   Why was the Dunkirk evacuation (see  Source 1 ) vital for Britain’s ability to keep fi ghting?  
3.   Which acts of Axis aggression gave the British Empire powerful new allies?  
4.   Winston Churchill called the Battle of Stalingrad ‘the end of the beginning’. Why could Stalingrad and also 

Midway and El Alamein be considered turning points in World War II?   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Read  Source 2  and explain how such speeches would have helped to strengthen the will of the British 

people to fi ght.  
6.   Study  Source 4 . 

(a)    Who were Germany’s allies in Europe at the beginning of 1942?  
(b)   Which other countries did Germany and Italy occupy?    

7.   How would the image in  Source 5  have convinced US citizens to support Roosevelt’s declaration of war?  
8.   Using  Source 6 , list the countries attacked and occupied by Japan by 1942.   
9.  In  Source 3 , what are the two reasons Hitler gave for invading the USSR? Do you think he might have 

regretted this decision?  
10.   What advantages might Soviet troops like those in  Source 7  have had over their Axis enemies?   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in Europe   

  2.7  Australians at war: around the Mediterranean 
 2.7.1 Enlisting for the war 
 On 3 September 1939 Prime Minister Robert Menzies announced in a radio broadcast that, because Britain 
had declared war on Germany, ‘Australia is also at war’. While most Australians agreed it was their duty 
to support Britain, they no longer imagined that war was a glorious adventure. There were also fears that 
Japan might enter the war and directly threaten Australia. 

 The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) had been equipped to assist the Royal Navy, so it was better prepared 
than the other services. But in 1939 the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) had only 3500 personnel and 
no modern warplanes. Australia formed two separate land forces: the Citizen Military Forces, also called 
the Militia, which was built up by voluntary and compulsory service to defend Australia, and a Second Aus-
tralian Imperial Force (AIF) recruited from volunteers for overseas service. Recruiting for the AIF began in 
October, but unlike in World War I there was no great rush to enlist. It was not until the German advances 
of April–June 1940 that most Australians realised how serious the situation was. 

 2.7.2 The AIF goes to war 
 Four divisions were raised for the Second AIF. As there had been fi ve divisions in the First AIF, these were 
called the 6th to the 9th divisions. The 6th, 7th and 9th Divisions were sent to the Middle East. The 8th 
was sent to Malaya. Early in 1940 the 6th Division was trained in Palestine. In battles in Libya, between 
January and March 1941, the 6th Division achieved spectacular victories over the Italians. By March, 10 
Italian divisions had been destroyed, tens of thousands of Italian troops had surrendered and British Empire 
forces had gained their fi rst victory of the war.  
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   SOURCE 1  Theatres of war involving Australian forces in North Africa, the 
Middle East and Greece, 1941–42 

 2.7.3 Greece and 
Crete, March–
May 1941 
 The next campaign, in 
Greece, saw a tragic defeat. 
The Australian 6th Division 
fought alongside Greek, 
British and New Zealand 
troops to halt the German 
invasion. But the Ger-
mans used tanks supported 
by dive-bombers, and the 
under-equipped Allied 
defenders were forced to 
retreat to Crete, where they 
fought a  rearguard action . 
While the main army was 
evacuated, the Australian 
2/7th Battalion held the 
Germans back. More than 
3000 Australians were 
taken prisoner.  

  SOURCE 2  From the diary of Major Henry G. Quinn of the Australian 2/7th Battalion, written during the fi ghting 
in Crete  

 30 May 41  
 FOOD SHORTAGE ACUTE and plane not yet arrived, as arranged … 
 High ridge on right fwd fl ank occupied by enemy — from here he directed fi re onto our posns [positions]. Our 

fi re unable to reach them … 
 Heat terrifi c and nerves straining under the terrifi c hammering. All troops anxious to be allowed to attack … 

  31 May 41  
 ORDERS TO HOLD ON for another 24 hrs … position hopeless, and the fact that no further ammn 

[ammunition] is arriving, makes it necessary to safeguard every round. 
 NO AIR SUPPORT is rendering our position untenable … orders to withdraw received … a nightmare trip 

down the cliffs to the beach. 
 BN [BATTALION] PERSONNEL EMBARK BUT MAJORITY LEFT 12 Bn personnel got aboard a barge, but 

nothing seen of the rest … there were no more barges left. 

  4 Jun 41  

    Offi cers  ORs [other ranks] 

 Unit strength, as at 10 Apr 41, when Bn sailed for GREECE  33  726 

 Lost in Greece   2  150 

 Bn strength on landing on CRETE  31  576 

 Lost on CRETE  24  511 

 Total of the remaining members of the Bn…..   7   65 UNCORRECTED P
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 2.7.4 Tobruk and El Alamein 
 In June 1941 two brigades of the Australian 
7th Division took part in a campaign to defeat 
Vichy French forces in Syria. The Australians 
captured several forts and defeated the expe-
rienced French Foreign Legion. 

 Meanwhile, the defeat of the Italians in 
Libya had forced Hitler to send in German 
forces in February 1941. The Allies were 
pushed back to Tobruk, on Libya’s coast, 
where an epic siege began. The Allied troops 
were ordered to hold Tobruk to delay the 
German advance on the Suez Canal and the 
Persian Gulf oilfi elds. The garrison of 24 000 
included 14 000 Australians, mostly of the 
9th Division. The siege of Tobruk lasted from 
April to December 1941. The defenders suffered from disease, fl ies, fl eas, intense heat and insuffi cient 
water. They sustained 3000 casualties during daily German air raids and ground attacks led by tanks. The 
defenders were caught in a trap so the Germans called them the ‘Rats of Tobruk’. The Australians adopted 
that name with pride.  

 When Japan entered the war in December 1941, the AIF divisions, except for the 9th, were shipped 
home to face the new danger. The 9th Division  spearheaded  the British infantry attack in the fi rst major 
Allied victory over the Germans. This was the 12-day-long Battle of El Alamein in October 1942.   

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.2: Australia — ready for war?  

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

 2.7 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Using  Source 1  and other information in this subtopic, briefl y outline the campaigns in which Australians 

fought around the Mediterranean in 1941–42.   

 Apply your understanding 
2.    Read  Source 2 . 

(a)    Explain why this diary should be considered a reliable source.  
(b)   Using the diary extract as your evidence, describe the problems endured by 2/7th Battalion and explain 

why its losses were so great.     
3.  Suggest why the Australians in  Source 3  were using Italian weapons and how they had acquired them.  
4.   Use the internet to prepare a PowerPoint report presentation on the ‘Rats of Tobruk’.   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in the Pacifi c   

  SOURCE 3  Australian defenders using a captured Italian 
anti-aircraft gun to ward off German planes during the siege 
of Tobruk 

 AWM 040609 
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2.8 Australia threatened
2.8.1 A major turning point in the war for Australia
Australia’s deepest fear became reality when 
Japan entered the war in December 1941. 
Australia’s most experienced troops, three 
AIF divisions, were far away, fighting along-
side British forces. Australians had hoped that, 
if Japan entered the war, the British would 
defend Australia. But Britain was fighting for 
its own survival and lacked the resources to 
protect Australia and the Asia–Pacific region. 
On 27 December 1941 Japanese troops were 
advancing quickly down the Malay peninsula 
towards Singapore. On that day John Curtin, 
Australia’s recently elected Labor prime 
minister, declared that Australia would look 
beyond Britain to shape its own foreign policy.

2.8.2 ‘Fortress Singapore’ falls
To Australia’s near north, Malaya and Singapore were defended by more than 130 000 British Empire 
troops, consisting of Indian and British forces and the Australian 8th Division. It was said that Singapore, 
with its British naval base, could not be taken, but by the end of January 1942 Malaya had fallen and Sin-
gapore was directly threatened. Japanese bombers had sunk two British battleships sent to Singapore within 
a few days of the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Singapore’s defence was poorly organised and, on 
15 February 1942, the British commander surrendered 
his army to a Japanese force that was less than half 
its size and would soon have run out of ammunition. 
 Singapore’s defenders, including 15 000 Australians, 
became prisoners of war (POWs).

SOURCE 1 Curtin’s call for American help against Japan

The Australian government … regards the Pacific 
struggle as one in which the United States and 
Australia must have the fullest say in the direction of the 
Democracies’ fighting plan … Australia looks to America, 
free of any pangs as to our traditional kinship with the 
United Kingdom.

We know the problems that the United Kingdom faces. 
We know the constant threat of invasion … But we know 
too that Australia can go, and Britain can still hold on.

We are therefore determined that Australia shall not 
go, and we shall exert all our energies towards shaping 
a plan, with the United States as its keystone, which will 
give to our country some confidence of being able to 
hold out until the tide of battle swings against the enemy.

SOURCE 2 Japanese troops advancing during 
the invasion of Malaya on 14 January 1942

AWM 127894

SOURCE 3  British and Australian POWs in Korea on 
24 October 1942. These soldiers were transported to 
Korea after being captured at the fall of Singapore.

AWM 041103
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 2.8.3 Australia exposed 
 When Singapore fell, Australians felt even more exposed. Their fears were justifi ed when, on 19 February, 
Darwin was hit in two Japanese air raids by about 90 bombers with fi ghter escorts. At least 243 people 
were killed and there was widespread panic. Many more air raids followed throughout 1942 and 1943. 
The Japanese had overrun Rabaul, in New Britain, on 23 January, and captured the small Australian forces 
on Java, Ambon and Timor in February. However, ‘Sparrow Force’, an independent Australian company, 
waged guerrilla warfare on Timor with the help of Timorese people until 1943. 

 Despite Australia’s concerns, both Winston Churchill and the US government wanted the Australian 7th 
Division, returning from the Middle East, to be sent to Burma. Curtin, however, angrily insisted that these 
men return to Australia. They were later to fi ght in the New Guinea campaigns.     

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.2: Australia — ready for war?  

  Explore more with this weblink: The bombing of Darwin interactive game  

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

DID YOU KNOW?
On 1 June 1942 the war came even closer when two Japanese midget submarines were sunk in Sydney 
Harbour. Although it is now clear that Japan did not have the resources to invade Australia in 1942, the threat 
was frighteningly real at the time.

 2.8 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Explain why the fall of Singapore was especially signifi cant for Australia.  
2.   What other events caused fear in Australia?  
3.   Why did the Australian government clash with Britain over the deployment of the Australian 7th Division?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    Read  Source 1 . 

(a)    What did John Curtin say about the danger to Australia and the need to seek support other than what 
could be provided by Britain?  

(b)   Explain what Curtin meant when he said, ‘But we know too that Australia can go, and Britain can still hold 
on. We are therefore determined that Australia shall not go.’    

5.    Sources 2  and  3  depict Japanese troops advancing through Malaya and British and Australian prisoners 
of war. What effects do you think such scenes would have had on the morale of both sides and on their 
attitudes to each other?  

6.   Curtin’s speech of 27 December 1941 was criticised by former prime minister Robert Menzies, who was 
intensely pro-British, and by other conservative politicians, who called it ‘deplorable’. Conduct a roleplay of an 
argument between Labor and anti-Labor politicians at this time. Try to convey the reasons for their opposing 
positions on how Australia should be defended and whether it needed an independent foreign policy.   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in the Pacifi c   
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  2.9  Australians in the Pacifi c War: Kokoda 
 2.9.1 The Kokoda Track 
 In early 1942 Japan’s 
advances in the Pacifi c 
seemed unstoppable. Aus-
tralia lacked the ships and 
planes to prevent a Japa-
nese landing on the north 
or west of the Australian 
mainland. If that happened, 
a ‘ scorched earth ’ policy 
was to be adopted. In fact, 
by March the Japanese had 
insuffi cient ships and troops 
to invade Australia. How-
ever, their fortress at Rabaul 
was crucial for their Pacifi c 
operations and they wanted 
to occupy Papua and New 
Guinea to strengthen their 
hold on it. A Japanese inva-
sion force was sent to take 
Port Moresby, in Papua. But 
between July and November 
1942 Australian troops 
repelled them on the Kokoda 
Track. 

 With the AIF 6th and 7th 
Divisions not yet available, 
the 8th Division in cap-
tivity and the 9th Division 
in the Middle East, the only 
Australian troops standing 
in the way of a Japanese 
invasion of Papua were 
three militia battalions sta-
tioned in Port Moresby. 
The Kokoda Track was a 
steep and muddy trail that 
wound from Port Moresby 
through the dense jungle, 
across the rivers and over the mountains of the rugged Owen Stanley Range (see  Source 1 ). In June 
1942 militiamen of the 39th Battalion were ordered to advance with troops of the Papuan Infantry 
Brigade (PBI) along this track to stop any Japanese advance towards Port Moresby from Papua’s 
north coast. 

   SOURCE 1  The Kokoda Track in 1942 
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Japan’s attempt to take Port Moresby by sea had already been prevented by the Battle of the Coral Sea in 
May (see subtopic 2.6). So the Japanese planned to capture it by two land attacks. The first was to be across 
the Kokoda Track; the second was to follow a landing at Milne Bay. For their Kokoda advance, almost 
6000 Japanese troops were landed near Gona on Papua’s north coast on 19 July.

2.9.2 The Kokoda battles
The men of the 39th Battalion were mostly 18- and 19-year-old Victorian conscripts. They were barely 
trained, under-equipped, poorly supplied and vastly outnumbered. They reached Kokoda village on 15 
July and on 23 July they first clashed with the Japanese at Awala. The Australians and Papuans were 
forced back to Kokoda village and then further back to Deniki. After more than two weeks of attacks 
and counterattacks, the defenders were carrying out a fighting retreat. On 14 August they fell back to 
Isurava.

It was not until late August that reinforcements from the 53rd Battalion of militia and the 7th Division 
AIF began to reach them. But even with these reinforcements, the Australians were forced back to Imita 
Ridge, just 50 kilometres from Port Moresby, on 17 September. They were ordered to hold that position 
at any cost. On 24 September lack of supplies forced the Japanese to withdraw in a fighting retreat. The 
tide of the battle had turned. On 2 November the Australians regained Kokoda. During the campaign, 607 
Australian troops lost their lives and 1015 were wounded. There is no accurate record of the numbers of 
Papuans who gave their lives in this crucial campaign.

SOURCE 2 An account of Japanese tactics in the Kokoda campaign

[Japanese] tactics appeared to follow a definite pattern. A mobile spearhead advanced rapidly … While 
the spearhead deployed and engaged the opposition, support troops would site a machine-gun … Feint or 
deliberate attacks disclosed the width and strength of the defensive positions by drawing the enemy’s fire 
… The stronger support elements, coming forward, cut their way round their opponents’ flanks, either to 
force a withdrawal or to annihilate the defenders in a surprise attack from the rear.

SOURCE 3 From the war diary of the 39th Battalion for 29 July 1942

ENEMY were reported to be advancing on our posns [positions] from the NORTH. Lt. Col. OWEN … was hit 
just above the right eye by a sniper … By this time (0320 hrs) the ENEMY were firing from our rear and closing 
in on the flanks … Our line then broke completely and orders were given for a hasty withdrawal … Our tps 
[troops] retired to DENEKI where they again took up defensive posns. They were very tired and morale was 
low.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Kokoda campaign is sometimes called the ‘Battle for Australia’. Had the Japanese captured Port 
Moresby, they would have been able to dominate the Coral Sea and bomb Queensland, almost at 
will.
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 2.9 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why and how did the Japanese aim to capture Port Moresby?  
2.   Why did Australia consider Port Moresby to be vital for the defence of Australia?  
3.   Which Australian and Papuan troops held the Japanese back on the Kokoda Track until reinforcements 

arrived?  
4.   Explain why the Kokoda Track was an important turning point in the war for Australia.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    What conclusions can you draw from  Sources 2  and  3  about Japanese tactics and the diffi culties of 

countering them?  
6.   Using all sources in this subtopic as your evidence, describe the hardships of the Kokoda campaign.  
7.   Hold a class discussion on whether the Kokoda campaign should rank alongside Gallipoli in Australian 

military history.   
8.  The militia was popularly regarded as inferior to the AIF. How would its achievements on the Kokoda Track 

have changed that view?   

  SOURCE 4  Members of 39th Battalion after fi ghting at Isurava, 
September 1942 

 AWM 013288 

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.3: Australians in the Pacifi c War  

  Explore more with this weblink:   The Kokoda Track    

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in the Pacifi c   
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2.10 Australians in the Pacific War: beyond Kokoda
2.10.1 Papua and New Guinea
During the remainder of the war Australian soldiers fought the Japanese in several parts of the south-west 
Pacific. The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) played a wider role, 
being involved in both theatres of the war.

While the Kokoda campaign was being fought, 9000 Australian and US troops stopped the Japanese force 
that landed at Milne Bay on the night of 25–26 August 1942. RAAF Kittyhawk fighter planes destroyed 
many Japanese landing barges, and by 6 September the outnumbered survivors were defeated. During 
December and January Australian and US troops defeated the Japanese in their well-prepared positions 
at Gona, Buna and Sanananda. The fighting and tropical diseases took a heavy toll on both armies. The 
Papuan campaign ended on 22 January 1943 with the surrender of those Japanese who had not fought to 
the death.

Australia’s next and biggest campaigns were in the soaking jungles of New Guinea. In March 1943,  
in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, the Japanese lost eight troop transports and four destroyers, so only  
850 Japanese reinforcements were able to land at Lae. From then on they received few supplies. By 
 September 1943 the Australians had captured Lae and Salamaua, and by April 1944 they had defeated most 
of the Japanese in New Guinea.

‘Unnecessary campaigns’
After 1944 Australia expected that its troops would join with US forces in recapturing the Philippines. 
Instead they were used in wasteful campaigns against isolated Japanese garrisons in New Guinea, New 
Britain, Bougainville and Borneo. The 6th Division fought to clear the remaining Japanese from New 
Guinea. On New Britain, where the Japanese had 90 000 troops around their base at Rabaul, militia divisions 

SOURCE 1 This painting shows Australian infantry, supported by tanks, breaking through Japanese bunkers 
and foxholes at Buna.

Mainwaring, Geoffrey Australian action at Buna, 1932 oil on canvas 274 × 137 cm
Australian War Memorial ART27547
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recaptured three-quarters of 
the island. On Bougainville the 
militia fought a Japanese garrison 
of 40 000 troops. Three cam-
paigns in Borneo were fought by 
the AIF 7th and 9th Divisions. 
These six campaigns cost more 
than 1000 Australian lives but 
had no influence on the outcome 
of the war.

2.10.2 The RAAF
During the war the RAAF grew 
from 3500 personnel to a peak 
of 184 000, including 18 000 
women. In the war’s early 
stages the RAAF trained Aus-
tralians to serve in Britain’s 
Royal Air Force. About 100 
Australian airmen fought with 
the RAF in the Battle of Britain. 
Australian airmen fought in the 
Middle East, India, Burma and 
Italy and in the strategic bombing 
offensive over German-occupied 
Europe. Throughout 1943 and 
1944, RAAF squadrons raided 
 Japanese positions and helped 
to destroy Japanese air and sea 
power at Rabaul. They also helped 
to protect the US Army during its 
drive into the Philippines.

2.10.3 The RAN
When Japan entered the war the Royal Australian Navy was fighting in the Mediterranean. Its ships 
were ordered back to face the threat and several were sunk fighting the Japanese. By 1942 the RAN had  
68 ships and nearly 20 000 men. It supported US landings in the Solomon Islands and helped the Royal 
Navy against the Germans and Italians and against the Japanese in Burma and Japan’s home islands in the 
final months of the war.

DID YOU KNOW?
The casualty rate in the RAAF was higher than in the Army or Navy. Of more than 10 500 Australian airmen who 
lost their lives, three-quarters were killed in Europe fighting against Germany and Italy.

SOURCE 2 An RAAF recruiting poster, from 1940

RAAF (Publisher) Coming? Then hurry!, 1940 photolithograph, 100.5 × 73.2 cm
Australian War Memorial ARTV04297
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2.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Where did Australian soldiers fight after the Kokoda campaign?
2. Describe some of the work of the RAN in World War II.
3. Recount some achievements of the RAAF in World War II.

Apply your understanding
4. What kinds of primary sources do you think the artist would have used to create Source 1?
5. What does Source 1 reveal about the dangers faced by Australians in the New Guinea campaigns?
6. Do you think Source 2 would have been effective in recruiting for the RAAF? In your answer, consider 

whether this poster conveys a sense of glamour and excitement.
7. Look at Source 3. What specific dangers were faced by sailors?
8. Use the internet to locate at least two other photographs depicting Australian experiences during campaigns 

in 1944–45. Frame a series of questions to investigate what these photographs reveal about the nature of 
these campaigns.

SOURCE 3 HMAS Sydney is shown steaming past the crippled Italian cruiser Bartolomeo Colleoni, 
which sank in the Mediterranean on 19 July 1940. The Sydney sank with no survivors during an 
encounter with the German raider Kormoran off Western Australia on 19 November 1941.  

Norton, Frank HMAS Sydney in action against Italian cruisers, 1941 oil on artist’s board 30.5 × 37.4 cm
Australian War Memorial ART30095
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  2.11  Australian prisoners of war 
 2.11.1 Prisoners of war 
 During World War II more than 30 000 Australians became prisoners of war (POWs). Of 8591 Australians 
captured by the Germans, 97 per cent survived the war. However, of the 21 467 Australians taken pris-
oner by the Japanese, mostly at the beginning of 1942, almost 8000 died in captivity through executions, 
 beatings, slave labour, starvation and disease. 

  SOURCE 1  A modern artist’s impression of life in a Japanese POW camp in South-East Asia

  Japanese offi cers believed in 
the bushido code of the 
Japanese warrior, which states 
that prisoners are disgraced 
persons. Hence, there was 
seldom any compassion shown 
for the lot of the prisoners.

 A

  At least 12 Indige-
nous Australian 
servicemen were 
among the Australian 
POWs captured by 
the Japanese

 E   Escape was 
diffi cult, but not 
impossible. Any 
escapee who was 
recaptured was 
usually executed.

 F   Forced labour 
tasks ranged 
from clearing 
land to building 
railroads and 
bridges.

 G

  Punishment — in the form of withdrawing 
food, forcing the sick or injured to work, 
being locked in a bamboo box placed in the 
sun, being beaten, or even killed — was 
meant to deter further disobedience.

 H   Mateship was maintained by 
Australian soldiers, even under 
the most diffi cult circumstances. 
Soldiers shared the workload, as 
well as the food and money.

I   POWs were sometimes paid in 
cigarettes for the work they 
did. This system helped to 
establish a black market within 
the camps.

 J

  Food was scarce. Each prisoner 
was allowed one cup of water and 
a small portion of corn, soy meal 
and rice each day. There was no 
meat, fruit or vegetables. Towards 
the end of the war, rations were 
halved.

 B   The Japanese did not recognise 
Australian nurses as military personnel. 
Therefore they denied them the rights 
given to other military prisoners, such 
as the Red Cross packages and the 
supplies needed to write home. Some 
women were treated very brutally.

C

  Camps were rife with diseases caused by 
malnutrition, mosquitoes, poor sanitation and 
overwork. Many soldiers arrived at the camp 
suffering combat injuries. Those POWs with 
medical training cared for the sick and injured as 
best they could. There were few medical supplies.

D

 A

 B

 C

 E

 F

 G

 H

 I

 J

 D
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Most Australian POWs were held in camps in South-East Asia, Korea and Japan. The Japanese military 
had little respect for the rights of prisoners. Thousands of POWs and conscripted Asians were forced to 
build the Burma–Thailand railway. Starving men, including some suffering from tropical diseases such as 
dysentery, malaria, cholera and tropical ulcers, were forced to work for twelve or more hours a day.

2.11.2 The Sandakan death march
North Borneo was the site of the worst single atrocity against Australian and British POWs. The Japanese 
had sent almost 3000 POWs to Sandakan to construct an airfield, but in January 1945, 470 of them were 
forced to march 260 kilometres to Ranau. Only 350 survived the ordeal. In May a second death march was 
ordered for the remaining 500 Sandakan POWs. They had little food, and those who collapsed were killed; 
only 203 survived this march. By the end of July only 30 POWs survived at Ranau. Those who remained 
were shot on 1 August. Of the original 3000, only six Sandakan POWs survived. Seven had escaped into 
the jungle and been cared for by villagers, but one died before they were rescued.

SOURCE 2 A description by Private Stan 
Davis of POWs in Outram Road prison in 
Singapore

The whole of their bodies were covered 
with scabs, and they were so thin there was 
no muscle anywhere … It was frightening. 
Just looking at them, you wouldn’t know 
how they could still live.

SOURCE 3 Recollections of Sylvia McGregor, a member 
of the Australian Army Nursing Service who became a 
POW when Singapore fell

You cannot explain to anybody what it is to be hungry 
and there is nothing to eat and no way of getting  
any … some of the Indonesian women showed us 
what plants you could eat … In some camps they 
would bring you in food and put it outside the barbed 
wire. Now, if you went out, there were guards there all 
the time and you were shot.

2.11 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Outline the reasons for the high death rate in Japanese POW camps.
2. Why did the Japanese military treat POWs and enslaved civilians cruelly?
3. Calculate the percentage of Australian prisoners of the Japanese who died during the war.

Apply your understanding
4. Explain what you can learn about the experiences of Australian POWs from each of the sources in this 

subtopic.
5. Explain how the experiences of Australian POWs would have affected Australian attitudes to Japan after the 

war.
6. Use the internet and your library to find out who Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop was and why he was revered by 

many Australian POWs.
7. Use the internet to investigate the breakout of Japanese POWs at Cowra, in western New South Wales, and 

what that incident reveals about Japanese attitudes during World War II.

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 2.4: Life as a POW  

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLYUNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



62 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c02WorldWarII.indd Page 62 06/09/17  6:56 PM

2.12 The Australian home front
2.12.1 Homeland defence
Thanks to the efforts of Australia and the United States in the Pacific, the Japanese launched very few 
attacks against the Australian mainland. However, the war caused changes politically, financially and 
socially, the effects of which we still feel today.

Coastwatchers
When an invasion of Australia by the Japanese seemed likely, it was decided to station small groups of 
highly trained soldiers, called coastwatchers, at key points along the coast. If the Japanese invaded, their 
task was to travel alongside the enemy, undetected, and monitor their movements. They would then report 
back to the army, who would arrive and, it was hoped, repel the invasion.

Most coastwatchers never saw the Japanese. Their enemy, instead, was loneliness. One of Morrie Vane’s 
fellow ‘knackeroos’ (as they were known) cracked under the strain of having to remain constantly alert in case 
of invasion. He kept a rifle under his bed just in case, and started firing it one night, shouting, ‘They’re here!’

The Volunteer Defence Corps
As the war continued, many citizens, 
including World War I veterans, became 
increasingly anxious about the idea of 
sabotage from within Australia. They 
wanted to do something to protect public 
utilities such as water, energy and public 
transport systems. These citizens met 
publicly, giving speeches, running drills 
and taking oaths of allegiance. The gov-
ernment quickly realised that it was not 
good for public law and order to have cit-
izens taking things into their own hands, 
and so the Volunteer Defence Corps was 
established. Its responsibilities were to 
‘preserve law and order, protect public 
utilities and prevent subversive activities 
by aliens or disaffected persons’. This 
charter effectively restricted what the vol-
unteers could do, while still encouraging 

SOURCE 2 Australian air-raid wardens practise bomb removal 
in 1940. Other precautionary measures taken included installing 
air-raid sirens and distributing tin helmets and respirators.

AWM 027451

SOURCE 1 Morrie Vane was a signaller in north-west Western Australia. His group of coastwatchers was taught 
to live off the land with the help of local Aboriginal people.

If the Japanese had been there, we wouldn’t have been able to light a fire and cook the food. That meant we 
had to be able to eat the food raw … to eat a bird raw is quite an experience. I think you’ve got to be very 
hungry, and you need to be physically tired. When it comes to eating the whole lot — I mean the gizzards 
and things like that — you’ve got to be out in the bush with ants, snakes and mosquitoes and nothing else in 
your pack except salt. We used salt a lot … when we looked like cracking up, after two or three days on raw 
animals, the Aborigines produced these tins [of canned meat]. We opened them and ate the meat and that 
gave us enough energy to ride back.

Source: From D. Connell, The War at Home, ABC, Crows Nest, NSW, 1988, p.69
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their contributions. Many became air-raid wardens, teaching others what to do in case Australian cities 
were bombed.  

 Before the Japanese threat to Australia, during the period of ‘business as usual’, many Australians felt 
the war, although serious, had no direct impact on them. For many this was entirely the case. But the sit-
uation changed with the attack on Pearl Harbor, and particularly with the fall of Singapore. People started 
digging air-raid trenches and building shelters. They fi lled sandbags to help brace buildings in an air attack, 
blackened or bricked up windows to dim lights, and removed any public signs or street names that might 
help an enemy. 

 2.12.2 Rationing 
 In order to maintain supplies for the people at home and for the troops,  rationing  was introduced in 1942. 
Ration tickets were issued to every household, but they were useless without money; just as money was 
useless without the tickets. Because supply of so many items was restricted, people had to put their name 
down on a list if they wanted common household goods like lamps, irons and radios. Petrol was also 
rationed. People learned to go without, or to use their imaginations. Garments were cut down to make other 
clothes, women drew lines up the backs of their calves to look like stocking seams, and plants such as 
maidenhair fern were used to make tea.     

 2.12.3 Spies among us? 
 The slogans ‘loose lips sink ships’ and ‘even the walls have ears’ were devised to make ordinary people 
careful about what they said and what they wrote in letters. However, this campaign also made many 
 Australians suspicious of their neighbours. 

 For the second time in 25 years, recent immigrants to Australia (and even some Australian citizens of 
foreign origin) were locked up in ‘ internment  camps’. These people, often respected members of the com-
munity, were targeted because they were of German, Italian or Japanese descent. People with particular 
political or religious beliefs were also interned. The Australian Communist Party was banned, and many of 
its members were locked up. The Jehovah’s Witnesses were targeted because their refusal to bear arms was 
seen as a show of support for the Nazis. 

   SOURCE 4  Australians at home were encouraged to support 
the war effort. 

  SOURCE 3  Every effort was made to 
conserve resources, recycling wherever 
possible. This photograph shows 
scouts collecting tyres and hoses for 
recycling. 

 AWM 027451 
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2.12.4 Widening government powers
The dangers and hardships of World War II generally helped to unite Australians. The Curtin government 
convinced the people to accept a war effort that affected the lives of almost everyone. During World War I 
the burdens had been borne mainly by the workers, so Curtin wanted to ensure that this time there would be 
equality of sacrifice. To achieve that aim, the government introduced controls over wages, profits, rents and 
prices. Besides rationing essentials, interning ‘enemy aliens’ and banning organisations that might hinder 
the war effort, the Commonwealth Government assumed wide powers to:
 • declare any goods to be essential for the war effort
 • require factories to manufacture war materials
 • compel people to work in jobs necessary for the war effort
 • control banks and shipping
 • increase taxation on high incomes
 • censor newspapers
 • ban public meetings and acts that might hinder the war effort
 • restrict sporting events and non-essential travel
 • extend conscription to include overseas service.

2.12.5 Conscription
Introducing limited conscription for overseas service was one of the government’s most difficult decisions. 
Curtin himself had been imprisoned for opposing conscription during World War I, but he recognised that 
defending Australia against Japan meant fighting outside Australian territory (then defined as Australia and 
Papua). The conscription issue had torn Labor 
apart during World War I, and Curtin had a 
hard task convincing many Labor Party mem-
bers that it was now necessary. The Militia Bill 
that was passed on 3 February 1943 enabled 
the government to send conscripts to any area 
within the South-West Pacific Zone.

2.12.6 Children
The war was a tough time for all family members, but it was particularly tough for children. It was con-
fusing for them to deal with the fact that their father (and possibly one or more of their brothers) was, 
perhaps, many thousands of kilometres away fighting a war, and it would have been hard for them to see 
family members being constantly unhappy and worried. Some children had to cope with their pets being 
put down, rather than allowing them to starve to death because of the severe rationing. For Christmas 1942, 
wording such as ‘Christmas’, ‘yuletide’ and ‘festive season’ was forbidden in advertising, to discourage 
people from purchasing non-essential items such as toys, dolls, sporting goods and musical instruments.

SOURCE 5 Coastal defences along Bondi Beach, Sydney

DID YOU KNOW?
John Curtin led Australia through its time 
of greatest danger but from mid 1944 his 
health was failing under the strain of work. 
He died on 5 July 1945, two months before 
the final Allied victory, and his death was 
mourned by the nation.
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 2.12 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why did Australia need coastwatchers?  
2.   Make a list of things Australians did to prepare for a possible Japanese invasion.  
3.   Which of the Curtin government’s wartime controls would have helped to ensure that hardships caused by 

the war were shared equally?  
4.   Explain why the Curtin government could count on public support for such measures.  
5.   Why do you think newspapers were censored?   

 Apply your understanding 
6.    What impression does  Source 1  give of the life of a coastwatcher?  
7.   Study  Sources 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6  and  7 . 

(a)    Describe the practical purpose of each of these home front activities.  
(b)   What role do you think such activities would have played in maintaining morale?    

8.   Among the ‘enemy aliens’ who were interned in Australia were anti-fascists, including people who had come 
to Australia to escape fascist rule. As a class, discuss whether you think the government could have done a 
better job of distinguishing between such people and those who actually supported the Axis powers.  

9.   Imagine you are the Australian-born child of Japanese, German or Italian parents who have lived most of 
their lives in Australia and who support the Allies. How would you have felt if they were interned? Write the 
letter that you would send to the authorities to persuade them that your parents pose no danger.   

10.  Use the internet or your library to fi nd out what the ‘Brisbane Line’ was and why it was the source of 
Australia’s greatest World War II political controversy.   

  SOURCE 7  Children during these times had to do 
more than just schoolwork. They had to know how 
to move into the trenches dug on school grounds 
(in the event of an air raid). Some even dug 
trenches at home. Wastage of almost anything was 
severely frowned on. Children also helped the war 
effort by collecting small metal items as scrap (such 
as tins and saucepans). 

 AWM 045120 

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.5: The home front    

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

  SOURCE 6  John Spencer recalls his schooldays 
during the war. 

 Every child had to carry across his or her 
shoulder a small calico bag, usually made by 
the mother, in which had to be a set of ear-
plugs, a clothes peg, a number of bandages 
and some dehydrated food, usually in Aspro-
sized pellets. These bags were not to be 
opened except during the regular drills, which 
we had every day. A particular type of bell 
ring meant that everyone should evacuate 
the building. Each class would evacuate in 
order [to the air-raid trenches] … We used to 
practise this and it was considered deadly 
serious. What they didn’t do, of course, was 
put in a drainage system, so when we had the 
normal Sydney rain the trenches were about 
three feet deep in water. We just had to wait till 
it drained away before we could have air-raid 
drill again.   

   Source : From D. Connell,  The War at Home , ABC, Crows 
Nest, NSW, 1988, p. 35 
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  2.13  Australian women at war 
 2.13.1 The role of women at home 
 Most Australian women wanted to help the war effort. Many liked the idea of working in the traditional 
‘women’s war roles’ that had been popular during World War I, such as preparing food, knitting, adminis-
tering fi rst aid and fundraising for servicemen. But by 1940 there were many others who wanted to do more 
than this. 

 As the war progressed, opportunities for women to enter the workforce increased, particularly in the 
area of assembling  munitions . It was not, however, until Prime Minister Menzies toured Britain in 1941 
that he realised just how much potential women had as a war resource. On his return, 250 places were 
offered in the RAAF (Royal Australian Air Force) for female wireless and teleprinter operators. 

 Following this offer, efforts were stepped up to encourage women to join the Women’s Auxiliary Aus-
tralian Air Force (WAAAF), an organisation set up by the War Cabinet in 1941. The intent was that the 
WAAAF would provide signals and maintenance services to support the Royal Australian Air Force. Some 
27 000 women joined the WAAAF between March 1941 and August 1945. 

 By 1942 there were more than 500 000 Australian women — married and single — working in industries 
such as munitions, ship building, and aircraft construction and maintenance. These women learned how to 
drive trucks and motorcycles, and to operate machinery. They drove buses, delivered bread, and worked as 
security guards and meter inspectors. They also worked with the Australian Women’s Land Army, the Red 
Cross and the National Emergency Service. In short, the women did much of the work normally done by 
men. Many then went home at night to look after their families.  

 Women were now working outside their traditional roles as wives and mothers. Many women hoped 
these new responsibilities would continue after the war. However, because they were paid much less than 
men, there was a concern among trade unions that employers might keep them at the expense of returned 
servicemen. Women were therefore expected to return to their home duties after the war.  

   SOURCE 1  Women loading bullets at the Government 
Munitions Factory in Footscray, Victoria, in 1940 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II at home   

   SOURCE 2  Despite the crucial role women played 
during the war, they were a popular target for 
cartoonists, as this 1944 sketch shows. 

“I don’t think I could ever go back to housework after this!”
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 2.13.2 The land army 
 An important part of the war effort at home was the cre-
ation of the Australian Women’s Land Army (AWLA), 
which was created to fi ll the shortfall in rural labour 
due to the war, particularly after 1941 when the militia 
were sent to fi ght the Japanese. The peak of enrol-
ment was reached in December 1943 when there were 
more than 3000 permanent and auxiliary members. Of 
course, as in other areas at the time, the women of the 
AWLA were paid much less than their male counter-
parts for the same work.   

 2.13.3 Nurses on the front line 
 Australian nurses working in Papua New Guinea were so close to the front line that they often had to 
perform their duties behind a picket of armed guards; and rifl es were kept in hospital wards. Added to the 
constant danger of a moving battle line was the stress of having so many patients (sometimes more than 
2500 a month), the severity of patient injuries, and the primitive nature of medicines available. Of the 3477 
nurses serving in Malaya and Rabaul, 32 became prisoners of war. Many others were killed. 

 2.13.4 War brides 
 As diplomatic and military ties between Australia and America were strengthened, US soldiers, airmen 
and naval personnel were stationed around Australia. Romances blossomed between Australian women 
and American servicemen (and, to a lesser extent, between Australian servicemen and American nurses). It 
is estimated that 12 000 women became war brides during World War II. 

 2.13.5 Women in the Army and Navy 
 The Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) was the largest of the Australian women’s services with a 
total wartime enlistment of 31 000. Its members carried out many army jobs such as driving, maintenance 

   Source : S. J. Butlin and C. B. Schedvin,  War Economy 
1941–45 , Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1977, p. 561 

 Year 

 Wages 

 Males  Females 

 1939  95s 3d  52s 8d 

 1940  98s 1d  54s 3d 

 1941  104s 3d  58s 2d 

 1942  115s 8d  64s 4d 

 1943  119s 5d  68s 4d 

 1944  119s 6d  71s 11d 

 1945  120s 4d  72s 0d 

SOURCE 3 Australian average weekly wages in 
shillings (s) and pence (d)

  SOURCE 4  A painting by Grace Taylor,  Smoko time 
with the AWLA ,1945 

 Taylor, Grace  Smoko time with the AWLA , 1945 oil on 
hardboard 45.7 × 55.8 cm 
 Australian War Memorial ART29758 

  SOURCE 5  Australian posters such as this 
encouraged women to recognise that they could 
help the war effort in many different ways. 

 Bramley, Maurice (Artist); Department of National 
Service (publisher)  Join us in a victory job , 1943 colour 
photolithograph on paper 48.2 × 60.4 cm 
 Australian War Memorial ARTV00332 
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and communications. They were also trained to fi ght in case Australia was invaded. Women’s roles were 
more restricted in the Navy, which fought against accepting them. The 3122 women who enlisted in the 
Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS) carried out jobs in cooking, code work, education, 
interpreting and signals, but none were allowed to go to sea.      

  2.14  Australia and the US alliance 
 2.14.1 A convenient alliance 
 Prime Minister Curtin’s ‘call to America’ on 27 December 1941 is often seen as a turning point in Austral-
ia’s foreign relations. This was partly because Australia did not have an independent foreign policy until 
the Curtin Labor government asserted that right. It is also because Australia worked closely with the United 
States through most of the remainder of the war and because the US, rather than Britain, became Aus-
tralia’s closest ally after the war. Many Australians believed the US had saved Australia from a Japanese 
invasion. However, Australia’s wartime relationship with the US was more complicated than that and it did 
not always run smoothly. 

 US forces needed a base from which to direct operations against the Japanese in the south-west Pacifi c. 
The Curtin government was grateful that Australia was to become that base because it assured Australia’s 
security at a time when Britain could not do so. When Britain agreed, in March 1942, that Allied opera-
tions against Japan should be under US direction, Curtin accepted US General Douglas McArthur as com-
mander of all Allied troops in the south-west Pacifi c. However, the Australian government retained the right 
to decide where Australian troops could serve and to refuse to have them used in operations it regarded 
as unwise. 

 2.13 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Outline some of the civilian tasks performed by Australian women during World War II that had previously 

mostly been performed by men.  
2.   What were the AWLA, WAAF, AWAS and WRANS, and how many women served in each of these 

organisations?  
3.   During World War II many women wanted to do more than what was included in their traditional roles. What 

does this suggest about social changes since World War I?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    What evidence do  Sources 1 ,  4  and  5  provide for a study of women’s contributions to the war effort?   
5.  How do  Sources 2  and  3  provide evidence that, despite their wartime contributions, women still experienced 

discrimination?   

 Explore more with this weblink: Australia’s war

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II at home   
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 Image and reality 
 MacArthur and Curtin respected each other. 
Unlike his own government and the British gov-
ernment, MacArthur shared Curtin’s view of 
the importance of defeating Japan before Ger-
many. Publicly, the US–Australia relationship 
was warm. But there were underlying tensions at 
more than one level. Racism was strong in the US 
and its army was segregated, so African Amer-
icans could not serve in the same units as white 
Americans. Some Australians were appalled by 
American racism. But many other Australians 
were grateful for the US policy of stationing black 
soldiers away from cities. There were also ten-
sions between Australian and US troops because 
 American soldiers had more money, they attracted 
many Australian girls and they were seen as 
boastful. Such tensions caused several riots.  

 Australian and American priorities were not always the same, and the Australian government soon found 
it had very little infl uence on MacArthur’s decisions. Although Australian troops did most of the fi ghting in 
the Papua and New Guinea campaigns, MacArthur used his censorship powers to glorify his own achieve-
ments and to deny credit to Australian soldiers. MacArthur also excluded Australian troops from his cam-
paign to free the Philippines. That was why the AIF and militia spent the war’s closing stage fi ghting 
unnecessary battles in Borneo, New Guinea, New Britain and Bougainville. Curtin knew the US wanted to 
dominate the Pacifi c after the war, and from 1944 he was calling for closer relations between the countries 
of the British Commonwealth.         

  SOURCE 1  Prime Minister Curtin (far right) introducing 
US General Douglas MacArthur to Robert Menzies, 
the leader of the Opposition in federal parliament, at a 
dinner given in MacArthur’s honour on 18 March 1943 

 AWM 140631 

  SOURCE 2  A military historian’s view of what Curtin thought of 
the US alliance 

 Curtin acted because Australia was at risk … Curtin turned 
increasingly to America to convince Australia’s newest ally [the 
US] that Australia must be preserved if the Japanese were to 
be driven back from territory already won … Australian priorities 
centred on Australia … therefore Australian and British priorities 
were in confl ict. 

 From Michael McKernan,  All In! Australia During the Second 
World War, 1983 . 

  SOURCE 3  A different view of what Curtin thought of the US 
alliance 

 Curtin may have looked to America without inhibition, but 
there is no evidence that he did so with any enthusiasm … 
Twice in his fi nal briefi ngs, Curtin went out of his way to insist 
that Australia would not be pushed around by America in 
negotiations over a post-war civil aviation scheme … Clearly, 
Curtin resented the manner in which he had been made to 
sweat it out at the height of the war. 

 From Clem Lloyd and Richard Hall,  Background Briefi ngs, 
John Curtin’s War , National Library of Australia, 1997, pp. 32, 35. 

  SOURCE 4  Australian troops wading 
ashore from a US landing craft at Lae, 
Papua, on 5 September 1943 

 AWM 305245t 
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DID YOU KNOW?
In Brisbane on the night of 26 November 1942, in the most violent of many clashes, one Australian was killed 
and eight were wounded when an American opened fi re during a brawl between Australian and US troops. On 
the following night, bands of Australians hit Brisbane’s streets seeking revenge.

 2.14 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    How did the Curtin government change Australia’s foreign policy in December 1941?  
2.   What did the US and Australia have to gain by locating Allied south-west Pacifi c operations headquarters in 

Australia?  
3.   Describe at least three reasons for growing tensions between MacArthur and the Australian government.   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    What impressions of US–Australian relations are conveyed in  Sources 1  and  4 ?  
5.   Censorship prevented the reporting of incidents such as the Brisbane riots (see ‘Did you know?’, above). 

Why do you think this happened and would such censorship have succeeded in keeping these events secret?   
6.  Read  Sources 2  and  3 . How do these historians’ interpretations differ on Australia’s wartime relationship 

with the US?   

  2.15  The end of the war 
 2.15.1 Europe 
 The last year of the war, in both Europe and the Pacifi c, saw some of the most desperate and vicious 
fi ghting of the entire confl ict. For the fi rst time both Germany and Japan were now fi ghting in the defence 
of their very homelands. Neither would capitu-
late easily. 

 Since mid 1943 the Axis powers had been 
steadily in retreat. Italy had surrendered, and the 
German army had been turned back at Stalin-
grad, in Russia. 

 The Allies realised that the key to success was 
to open a second front in western Europe, but 
invading Hitler’s ‘ Fortress Europa ’ would be no 
easy task. On 6 June 1944 the largest invasion 
fl eet of all time set sail from the southern coast 
of England to land an invasion force on the coast 
of  Normandy . Codenamed Operation Overlord, 
the ‘D-Day’ landings took place on fi ve key 
beaches along the French coast — codenamed 
Gold, Juno, Sword, Omaha and Utah. Despite 

   SOURCE 1  US soldiers wading ashore on Omaha 
Beach 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in the Pacifi c   
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American losses at Omaha being heavy, the 
majority of troops from Britain, Canada and 
the United States managed to establish a foot-
hold in Europe and began to drive the Germans 
back. Paris was liberated on 25 August and the 
Allied commanders were eager to maintain the 
momentum.

Hoping to capitalise on the success of the 
D-Day landings, another massive operation 
was launched over the Netherlands, named 
Operation Market Garden. Unfortunately it did 
not meet with the same success as Operation 
Overlord, as there was fierce German resist-
ance, particularly in the Dutch town of Arnhem. 
In December 1944 the Germans launched 
their last major offensive of the war through 
the Ardennes Forest in Belgium. The Amer-
ican soldiers were caught by such surprise 
that maps of the front line positions showed a 
massive bulge where the Germans had broken 
through. The ensuing battle became known as 
the Battle of the Bulge.

The year 1945 saw the Allies regain the ini-
tiative; they crossed the border into Germany 
and began the advance on Berlin. With the 
Soviets advancing from the east it was only 
a matter of time before the capital would fall, 
and fall it did, with Soviet troops capturing the 
Reichstag on 30 April 1945, the same day that 
Hitler committed suicide in his underground 
bunker. One week later, on 7 May, Germany 
signed an unconditional surrender. After six 
years of bloody conflict, the war in Europe 
was over.

2.15.2 The Pacific
From late 1943 the US adopted a two-pronged 
strategy in the Pacific. While MacArthur’s 
forces advanced to the Philippines, Admiral 
Nimitz’s forces fought their way towards Japan 
in an ‘island-hopping’ campaign. Isolated Jap-
anese garrisons that were unable to contribute 
to resisting the Allied advance were bypassed. 
However, on islands that had to be captured, 
such as Saipan, Iwo Jima and Okinawa, most 
Japanese troops fought to the death and US 
Marines paid a high price for each victory. The 
island-hopping campaigns gave the US island 
bases from which it could bomb Japan. From 

SOURCE 3 Soviet soldiers raising the flag over the 
Reichstag in Berlin

SOURCE 4 US Marines inch their way up the beach at 
Iwo Jima.
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SOURCE 2 The D-Day beaches on the coast of 
Normandy, in France
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October 1944 the Japanese adopted a last desperate tactic as kamikaze pilots sacrificed their own lives to 
crash their planes into US warships.

Between November 1944 and August 1945 the Allies flew over 30 000 bombing raids on Japan, causing 
more than 660 000 civilian deaths. Japan’s government opposed acceptance of the Allies’ demand for 
Japan’s unconditional surrender. US forces suffered very heavy losses capturing Okinawa and it was clear 
that enormous casualties would be suffered in any invasion of Japan. However, there was another option to 
force the Japanese to surrender.

2.15.3 Nuclear bombs
In the top secret ‘Manhattan Project’, scientists 
in the US had been racing to develop a nuclear 
weapon, fearing that Nazi Germany might beat 
them to it. The first US test of a nuclear weapon 
on 16 July 1945 marked the beginning of the 
nuclear age. Several US scientists and political 
and military leaders recommended that the power 
of nuclear bombs be demonstrated to Japan 
rather than used on people without warning. 
However, the US government decided that its 
two remaining nuclear bombs would be used. On 
6 August the first atomic bomb was dropped on 
the city of Hiroshima and the US warned Japan 
of ‘ruin from the air’ if it did not surrender. On 
9 August the second atomic bomb was dropped 
on Nagasaki. Japan accepted unconditional sur-
render on 14 August and signed the formal 
surrender on 2 September. Close to 115 000 Jap-
anese were killed by the initial blasts of the two 
bombs, and many years later many more were 
still dying from radiation sickness. Other vic-
tims included children who were born with ter-
rible deformities because their parents had been 
exposed to radiation.

There is little doubt that the Allies would have 
suffered enormous casualties in an invasion of 
Japan or that in such an invasion Japan’s losses 
would have been greater than those in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. However, many historians argue 
that the use of nuclear bombs was unnecessary 
because the Japanese were already seeking ways 
to negotiate for peace, and a demonstration of the 
power of nuclear bombs would have convinced them to surrender. In any case, the Japanese were given 
little time to reach a decision before the second bomb was dropped on the city of Nagasaki.

But using the bomb also served another purpose. World War II changed the old balance of world power. 
Just two great powers emerged from the conflict: the United States and the Soviet Union. World War II had 
made them temporary allies, but even before its end tensions were rising over which power would be the 
dominant influence. Bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki was one way of demonstrating US power to the 
Soviets, at least until they too acquired nuclear weapons.

SOURCE 5 The remains of Hiroshima after the 
bombing in 1945

SOURCE 6 The Japanese surrender on board the 
USS Missouri.
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 2.15.4 Australia and the post-war 
world 
 Australia’s post-war relations were infl uenced by: 
 •    the formation of the United Nations (UN)  
 •   the emergence of Asian independence movements  
 •   changing ties with Britain and the United States.   

 Australia and the United Nations 
 Because of the horrors of World War II, the UN 
was formed in 1945 to replace the failed League of 
Nations in the quest for world peace, freedom and 
prosperity. Australia’s Labor government strongly 
supported the UN. As leader of Australia’s delegation 
to the San Francisco conference in April–June 1945, 
Dr Herbert Vere Evatt gave Australia its fi rst effective 
voice in world affairs. He clashed with the big powers 
when he spoke on behalf of the world’s small nations, 
the poor and the oppressed. Evatt played a leading role 
in shaping the Charter of the United Nations (see 
 Source 7 ). The Charter was endorsed by the UN’s 
original 51 member states in October 1945. 

 The UN had (and still has) three main organisations: 
the Secretariat, which handles its administration; the 
Security Council, which acts to preserve international peace and security; and the General Assembly, in 
which all member states vote. Evatt was elected President of the General Assembly in 1948 and in that year 
he presided over the UN’s adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (see  topic 3 ).  

 Movements for Asian independence 
 When World War II ended, European colonial powers tried 
to resume ruling their Asian colonies as if nothing had 
been changed by the war. Such attempts confl icted with 
the hopes of Asian independence movements. While some 
Asian leaders had collaborated with the Japanese, others — 
particularly those led by communists — had helped 
the Allies by waging guerrilla warfare behind Japanese 
lines. In Vietnam, for example, communist guerrillas had 
fought the Japanese but, when the war ended, the French 
returned. This caused the Indochina War, which ended 
with French defeat in 1954. 

 Australia and Indonesia 
 In the Australian labour movement, there was strong 
support for Asian independence and for the Aus-
tralian Labor government’s independent foreign 
policy. On 17 August 1945, in the  Japanese-occupied 
Dutch East Indies, Indonesian nationalists clashed 
with the Japanese and declared their country’s inde-
pendence. From late 1945, Indonesians resisted Dutch 
attempts to regain their former colony. The Australian 

   SOURCE 8  An Indonesian family crowds into 
the one remaining room of their bullet-riddled 
home in 1945. 

  SOURCE 7  Dr H. V. Evatt was Minister for 
External Affairs and Attorney-General in the 
Curtin Labor government. This photograph was 
taken at the conference in 1945 that established 
the United Nations and framed its Charter. In 
this photo, Evatt is receiving a vote of thanks as 
‘the champion of small nations’. 

 AWM P02018.359 
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   SOURCE 9  Australia’s Ambassador J. Hood 
handing his credentials to Indonesian President 
Sukarno on 19 February 1950 

  SOURCE 10  From the late 1950s, Australian–Indonesian 
relations deteriorated, and from 1963 to 1965 Australia 
sent troops to Borneo to help stop a small-scale 
Indonesian invasion of Malayan territory. In this 1964 
photograph, Australian troops are holding weapons 
captured from Indonesians. 

 AWM P01499.007 

government supported Indonesian independence and recognised the Republic of Indonesia on 9 
July 1947, but on 20 July the Dutch launched a major offensive. Australia called on the UN Secu-
rity Council, which ordered a ceasefi re. Australia served on the UN committee that worked for a 
negotiated peace. Despite further clashes, Indonesian independence was granted in August 1949. 
Australia appointed its fi rst ambassador to 
Indonesia and sponsored Indonesian membership 
of the UN in 1950.    

 Relations with Britain and the United States 
 Australians had fought in Britain’s colonial wars and in World War I out of loyalty. Australians also believed 
that if they defended the empire, then Britain would always protect Australia against invasion from Asia. 
However, when the Japanese swept south in 1942, Britain was struggling for its own survival. As you 
learned earlier in this topic, Australia turned to the US for help, and this has often been seen as a turning 
point in Australia’s foreign relations. Along with a short-term legacy of hatred towards Japan, the war left 
a longer legacy of trust in the US. 

 When World War II ended, there was renewed international tension as the Cold War between the 
USSR and the Western powers emerged. Tension increased after China’s communists won power in 1949.
Australians recognised that Britain’s power was declining but Australia retained ties, sending troops to 
Malaya from 1955 to 1958 to help the British suppress a communist uprising. During the 1950s, fear of 
Asia, the ‘Yellow peril’, would merge with fear of communism, the ‘Red peril’ in the minds of many
Australians. They believed that the lesson of World War II was that the US had saved Australia and so 
Australia must give the same loyalty to its new powerful friend as it had previously given to Britain. 
Such thinking would lead Australia into the tragedy of the Vietnam War in the 1960s (see  topic 3 ). Only 
a minority warned that fi ghting America’s wars in return for protection could be just as misguided as the 
much older faith in the British Empire.     

 2.15 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What part did the ‘D-Day’ landings and the Soviet advance from the east play in ending the war in Europe?  
2.   What role did each of the following play in Japan’s defeat: the ‘island-hopping’ campaigns; conventional 

bombing raids; and nuclear bombs?  
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  2.16  The Holocaust and other war crimes 
 2.16.1 The Geneva Conventions 
 During the war’s closing stages, the Allied leaders agreed to replace the failed League of Nations with a 
new world body, the United Nations (UN), to settle disputes between countries and to work towards the 
kind of freedom and prosperity that might prevent future wars. In 1945 the UN Charter asserted its deter-
mination ‘to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war’. The UN supported the Allies’ decision 
in August 1945 to put leading Nazis and others on trial for war crimes, crimes against humanity, crimes 
against peace, and conspiracy to commit these crimes. 

 In almost every armed confl ict throughout history, terrible things have been done. There have been times 
in most wars when soldiers on both sides killed enemy troops when they could have taken prisoners. Civil-
ians have always been among war’s victims. But from the late nineteenth century attempts were made to 
reduce suffering by putting legal limits on what could be done during wars. The Geneva Conventions of 
1864, 1906 and 1929 attempted to frame rules to protect civilians and prisoners of war. Despite this, during 
World War II many atrocities were committed. The overwhelming majority and the most cruel and horrifi c 
of these were the deliberate work of the Japanese military and the German Nazis. The Geneva Conventions 
made it possible for at least some of the perpetrators to be tried and punished for war crimes. 

 2.16.2 Japanese war crimes 
 In  subtopics 2.4  and  2.11  you learned about horrifi c Japanese atrocities in China and the brutal Japa-
nese treatment of POWs, including many Australians. Throughout occupied China and in South-East Asia,
the Japanese military killed millions of civilians. Millions more died as a result of exhausting slave labour 
or starvation as their food was confi scated to supply the Japanese. Most victims were Chinese. Among the 
vast numbers of Chinese whom the Japanese killed, many were executed, tortured to death or deliberately 
infected with diseases. 

 The Allies determined that those responsible for Japanese war crimes would be punished. The trials were 
overseen by the newly formed International Military Tribunal for the Far East. They were conducted in Japan 

3.   What role did Australia play in the formation of the United Nations?  
4.   Explain Australia’s changing relationships with Britain and the US during and after World War II.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Study  Sources 1 ,  2  and  3  and suggest reasons for heavy Allied losses suffered to defeat Germany.  
6.   Why did US Marines suffer heavy casualties in ‘island-hopping’ battles such as Iwo Jima (see  Source 4 )?  
7.   Look at  Sources 5  and  6  and explain why Japan surrendered.  
8.   What evidence does  Source 7  provide for Dr H. V. Evatt’s role in shaping the United Nations?   
9.  Using  Sources 8 ,  9  and  10  as supporting evidence, explain how events during and soon after World War II 

affected Australia’s relationship with Indonesia.   

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.6: War’s end         

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    Independence movements in Asia   
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  SOURCE 1  At Rabaul, New Britain, on 15 November 
1945, Japanese POWs were paraded to enable victims to 
identify suspected war criminals. 

 AWM 098776 

and throughout South-East Asia and the Pacifi c. 
Of 25 Japanese wartime leaders who were tried 
and found guilty, seven were condemned to 
death and executed. Approximately 5700 Jap-
anese, including many military offi cers, were 
tried for committing atrocities against civilians 
and POWs. Nine hundred were convicted. Many 
were executed and the others received prison 
sentences.  

 2.16.3 Nazi and other fascist 
war crimes 
 How the Germans and their European fascist 
allies treated conquered peoples and POWs 
was largely determined by Nazi ideas about 
race. In most cases, western European, British 
and American POWs were treated reasonably 
well, unless they tried to escape. However, 
racism always played a role. When France surrendered, the Germans shot North African troops serving 
in the French military. In western Europe, acts of resistance also brought savage reprisals. For example, if 
even one German soldier was killed by partisans, ten or more civilians would be executed. 

 German forces were completely ruthless towards the peoples of eastern Europe, who were described in 
Nazi ideology as ‘racial inferiors’. When the Axis invaded the Soviet Union, Hitler demanded total bru-
tality towards the Slavic ‘sub-humans’ and their ‘Jewish-Bolshevik’ leaders. Special SS task forces called 
 Einsatzgruppen  were ordered to kill all Jews, communists and partisans. Around 9 million Soviet soldiers 
and twice as many Soviet civilians died during the war, and many of these were killed deliberately. Of the 
5.7 million Soviet POWs in Nazi hands, almost two-thirds were murdered, starved or worked to death in 
concentration camps. Where Soviet or other Slavic civilians resisted, the populations of entire towns and 
villages were massacred. 

 2.16.4 The Holocaust 
 The Holocaust was the most systematic of all Nazi war crimes. It was an act of genocide intended to 
wipe out European Jews. Nazi persecution of Jews intensifi ed after the outbreak of the war and the mass 
murder of Jews began in 1941. When the Nazis invaded Poland and the Soviet Union they killed anyone 
who might resist, but all Jews were singled out for destruction. Poland’s Jews were forced into enclosed 
ghettoes where survival was a struggle. During the invasion of the Soviet Union, the Germans carried out 
mass shootings of communists and Jews. In Latvia in 1941, 327 000 Jewish men, women and children were 
murdered in two mass shootings. The SS also conducted experimental gassings of Jews and Soviet POWs 
in specially converted vans. 

 In 1941 Hitler decided that the ‘fi nal solution to the Jewish problem’ would be mass extermination in 
SS-run concentration camps. Auschwitz concentration camp was ordered to prepare for mass gassings. 
On 20 January 1942 an SS document called  Final Solution to the European Jewish Question  stated that 
healthy Jews would be exterminated through slave labour. Throughout the remainder of the war, Jews from 
all over Nazi-controlled Europe were transported to death camps. The sick, young children and the elderly 
people were immediately forced into gas chambers disguised as showers. There they were gassed to death 
and their bodies were then incinerated in gas ovens. Others who were fi t were selected for slave labour 
and killed later when they became too weak to work. In the largest camps thousands of prisoners could be 
gassed in a day. Altogether, around six million Jews were murdered.       
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   SOURCE 3  This carriage is a replica of one 
used by prisoners to haul stone at Buchenwald 
concentration camp. The surrounding ground 
marks the site of demolished prisoners’ barracks. 
Buchenwald was established in 1937. Over the next 
eight years it held over 250 000 inmates, including 
communists and socialists, Jews, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, mentally ill people, homosexuals, 
gypsies, and Polish and Soviet POWs. From 1958 
much of the site was preserved as a memorial to 
remind people of the horrors of Nazism. 

   SOURCE 4  These gas ovens at Buchenwald 
were used to burn bodies. Buchenwald was not 
a planned extermination camp like Auschwitz. Its 
prisoners were used as slave labour in the camp 
and surrounding armaments factories. Nevertheless, 
there were mass killings of prisoners, especially 
Soviet and Polish POWs. Many inmates died during 
Nazi medical experiments and others were sent on 
from Buchenwald to be killed at Auschwitz. 

  SOURCE 2  Members of a British Parliamentary delegation view piles of bodies at Buchenwald concentration 
camp, near Weimar, in Germany, in July 1945. 

 AWM P02018.390 
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SOURCE 5 Concentration camps and Jewish deaths in Europe during World War II

USSR

ROMANIA

YUGOSLAVIA

HUNGARY

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

ITALY

FRANCE

GERMANY

DENMARK

NORWAY

NETHERLANDS

LUXEMBOURG

BELGIUM

POLAND

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

N O R T H

S E A B A L T I C     

  
S

E
A

B L A C K  S E A

106 000 Sachsenhausen
Treblinka

Flossenberg

Stutthof

Klooga Vaivara

Maidanek

Mauthausen

Sobibor
Buchenwald

Jasenovac

Chelmno

Ravensbruck

Dachau

Plaszow

Mittelbau-Dora

Neuengamme

Gospic

Natzweiler

Auschwitz

Bergen-
Belsen

Gross 
Rosen

Sajmiste

Belzec

868

120

24 000

700

83 000

7500

70 000

60 000

264 000

300 000

277 000

125 000

1000

4 565 000

A concentration camp 
where more than four 
million people were killed 
between 1941 and 1944, 
including Jews, gypsies 
and Soviet prisoners-of-
war

Camps that were set up 
solely to exterminate Jews

Forced labour camps in 
which Jews and others 
were starved, tortured and 
cruelly murdered. The 
majority of these had 
satellite labour camps 
nearby.

Approximate Jewish death 
toll in each country

KEY

Belzec

1000

0 200

kilometres

400 600

SOURCE 6 A twisted pile of corpses lies in a burial pit at Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. When British troops liberated the 
camp on 15 April 1945 they found 10 000 dead inmates, mainly 
Jews, who needed to be buried quickly to stop the spread of 
typhus and other deadly diseases. The camp’s former SS guards 
were forced to bury them. This photograph was taken by Alan 
Moore, an official Australian war artist. 

AWM P03007.015

2.16.5 The Nuremberg 
war crimes trials
At the war’s end, the Allies put the 
leading Nazis and concentration 
camp commandants on trial. To 
conduct trials of the surviving Nazi 
leaders, the International Military Tri-
bunal was formed with judges from 
Britain, France, the United States and 
the Soviet Union. Hitler and several 
other Nazi leaders had already com-
mitted suicide. Among leading Nazis 
who received death sentences were: 
Joachim von Ribbentrop, Hitler’s 
Foreign Minister; Alfred Rosenberg, 
Minister for Occupied Territories; 
and Hermann Goering, Luftwaffe 
Commander-in-Chief from 1936 
and Economics Minister from 1937. 
Goering committed suicide the day 
before he was to be hanged.
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 A signi� cant number of Nazi war 
criminals, along with many Nazi col-
laborators who committed war crimes 
in occupied countries and in Axis sat-
ellite states such as Croatia, managed 
to avoid arrest. Some adopted new 
identities and escaped from Europe. 
Martin Bormann, Hitler’s secretary 
and the second most powerful person 
in Nazi Germany, vanished; he was 
tried in absentia  and sentenced to 
death. Adolf Eichmann, who played 
a leading role in the Holocaust, was 
captured by Israeli agents in Argentina 
in 1960, tried in Israel and hanged in 
1962.     

  SOURCE 7   SS guards burying dead, Belsen , painted in 1947 
by Australian of� cial war artist Alan Moore, who witnessed the 
liberation of Belsen 

 Moore, Alan  SS guards burying dead, Belsen , 1947 oil on canvas canvas:
46.2 × 61.4 cm; frame: 66.8 × 82 × 4.4 cm  
Australian War Memorial ART27621 

 2.16 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Who were the main victims of Japanese wartime atrocities?  
2.   What was the role of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East?  
3.   How did Nazi racism in� uence the way they treated POWs and conquered civilians?  
4.   Approximately how many Soviet soldiers and civilians died in World War II?  
5.   What was the Holocaust and why is it usually regarded as the worst war crime?   

 Apply your understanding 
6.    Imagine you are one of the POWs called on to identify the suspected Japanese war criminal in  Source 1 . 

(a)    Describe how you would feel if you recognised the suspect.  
(b)   Suggest how the suspect would be feeling.    

7.   Many accused war criminals tried to excuse their behaviour on the grounds that they were just following 
orders. Do you think such an excuse can ever be acceptable?  

8.   Examine  Source 5 . 
(a)    List, in descending order, the countries that had the most concentration camps.  
(b)   Explain why Auschwitz was the most notorious of all concentration camps.     

9.  Working in small groups, frame at least three questions you would ask about each of  Sources 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  6  and 
7  in an investigation of Nazi atrocities.   

  Explore more with this weblink:      Interactive map of Auschwitz    

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 �    World War II in Europe   
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2.17 SkillBuilder: Analysing propaganda posters
2.17.1 What is propaganda?
At its most basic, propaganda is any attempt to influence a person’s opinions or behaviour. A common 
misconception is that propaganda is false information. Although this is often the case, propaganda 
is not necessarily lies. Rather, propaganda presents facts selectively, thereby making it biased and 
subjective.

Propaganda posters can take many different forms and use different techniques. Often they play on 
people’s fears or prejudices to try to persuade. Any of the posters used in this topic could be regarded as 
propaganda. They are all trying to influence. It might be to encourage people to enlist, or to do something 
as innocent as growing their own vegetables, but strictly speaking they are all propaganda.

What can propaganda posters tell us?
Propaganda posters can tell us a great deal about the time period being studied. Even though they can 
present information that is not true, or that is subjective, they remain a key source of information for histo-
rians. That is because they give us an insight into the opinions of the time.

2.17.2 How to analyse propaganda posters
Because propaganda posters are trying to influence 
opinions and behaviour, it is important that your 
background knowledge is sound before analysing 
them. Source 1 is an Australian poster, and is a good 
example of a poster that plays on a common fear of 
the time — Japanese invasion.

STEP 1 Check the five aspects
There are five aspects that you should initially look 
for when analysing posters — colour, scale, symbols, 
text and impact.
1. Colour. The colours used are bold and bright, they 

will quickly grab someone’s attention.
2. Scale. The Japanese soldier is portrayed as 

massive, easily able to defeat the apparently 
undefended Australia. His size also suggests how 
quickly he could be on Australia’s shores.

3. Symbols. Behind the soldier is the rising sun of the 
Japanese flag. The message is that the Japanese 
flag could soon fly over Australia.

4. Text. The text suggests that the options are clear 
for Australia, and that everyone will need to do 
their bit if the country is to survive.

5. Impact. The impact of this poster would be 
significant. Even at a quick glance it is easy to 
see that Australia is under imminent threat of 
invasion.

SOURCE 1 Australian propaganda poster

Unknown Artist He’s coming south, 1942 Off-set 
lithograph on paper 75.9 × 50.4 cm
Australian War Memorial ARTV09225
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STEP 2 Ask specific analysis questions
After these points have been considered, there are some general questions that can be asked of most propa-
ganda posters, as shown in the table (the answers apply to the Australian poster in Source 1).

2.17.3 Developing my skills
Look at the propaganda poster from Germany (Source 2) and analyse it using the technique outlined.

Start by making notes under the five headings — colour, scale, symbols, text and impact. See if you 
can fill in some information under each heading. The text on this poster reads ‘Europe’s victory — your 
prosperity’.

Source 3 is from the United States. It takes a slightly different approach but still has a powerful message. 
Use it to practise your interpretation skills, making sure you follow the steps outlined previously.

SOURCE 3 Propaganda poster from the  
United States

SOURCE 2 German propaganda poster

Imperial War Museum — IWMPST4712

Questions Analysis

Who is the intended audience of this poster? Australian citizens

What message is the poster portraying? That Australia is under imminent threat of Japanese 
invasion

What is the historical context? What was happening at 
the time the poster was produced?

Australia was at war with Japan and the Japanese army 
had conquered much of South-East Asia. Darwin had 
been bombed.

Is there a suggestion as to what would happen if the 
message was (a) accepted or (b) ignored?

(a) If accepted, Australia has a chance of defeating the 
enemy; (b) if ignored, Australia will be helpless against 
the Japanese.

The most effective posters are those that are simple and 
direct — is this an effective poster?

Yes. The image is clear even without the accompanying 
text and is a good example of poster propaganda. It 
played on many fears of the time.
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 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 2.7: Analysing a propaganda poster  

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

2.18 Research project: Why did the government 
withhold details about the bombing of Darwin?
2.18.1 Scenario and task
During World War II, Australia faced a range of threats. One of the most serious perceived threats was 
that of invasion by Japan. The Japanese forces had expanded throughout South-East Asia with such speed 
that many Australians felt that we were surely the next target. On 19 February 1942, the belief in immi-
nent invasion was reinforced by the bombing of Darwin. It was the first time an enemy had attacked the 
Australian mainland, and it signalled the beginning of a series of attacks across the northern part of the 
continent.

We now know that around 250 people were killed in the raids of that day, and more than a dozen ships in 
the harbour were sunk or damaged. But, at the time, while the raid itself was made public, full details of the 
damage and casualties were not revealed. News reports the following day put the death toll at 17, and other 
information was limited. Why was this done? You will investigate to what extent the government censored 
information about the bombing.

As a newspaper reporter living in Darwin in 1942, you have experienced the Japanese bombing first 
hand. You will write an accurate account of what happened, but then decide whether it should be published 
after considering the purposes of censorship during wartime.

2.18.2 Process
 • Access your learnON title to watch the introductory video lesson. You will complete this project 

individually but first you should invite other members of your class to form groups to share your 
research.

 • The first part of this project is to research the events of 19 February 1942. The weblinks in the 
Resources tab will help you get started.

 • Once you have completed your research, you need to write a newspaper article of approximately  
500 words about what happened during the bombing of Darwin. Make sure you include some 
background about the war as a whole so that it can be seen in context. This will complete the first  
part of the project.

 • The second part of this project involves investigating how much information the government revealed, 
or did not reveal, to the people of Australia. The weblinks in the Resources tab will help you discover 
the truth. Make some notes as you go, not just about how much the government did not tell the public, 
but also why that information was kept secret.

 • Thirdly, as a newspaper reporter living in Darwin and witnessing the bombing first hand, your editor 
has left it up to you to decide whether to publish your accurate account of events on 19 February 
1942. Having looked at some reasons the government kept information about the bombing secret, you 
now need to weigh up the pros and cons of publishing the story. Consider the purpose of censorship 
during wartime and what the government was hoping to achieve by keeping certain information secret. 
Was it to avoid panic? Or was just enough information revealed to highlight the need for wartime 
preparedness? You have to come to a conclusion and be able to explain and defend it.
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KEY TERMS
Abyssinia the only independent African state in 1935, now called Ethiopia
alien a person born in another country who is not yet a citizen of the country in which they live
armistice a cease� re or truce that ends � ghting in a con� ict so terms for permanent peace can be discussed
Aryan term used by the Nazis to describe ‘pure-blooded’ Germanic peoples
bunker forti� ed underground shelter, usually with openings from which to � re at enemies
concentration camps prison camps where people were beaten, tortured, starved and used as slave labour
dominions the British Empire’s self-governing settler colonies
Fortress Europa the term used by Hitler to describe the defences along the coastline of Europe from Denmark 
to southern France
foxhole a concealed dugout or pit used by one person to shelter from and shoot at the enemy
hyperin� ation such an extreme rise in prices that a currency loses any real value
ideology set of ideas or beliefs that guide an individual, group, society or nation
internment to be put in prison for political or military reasons, either real or perceived
isolationist foreign policy based on avoiding involvement in the affairs of other countries
left wing of parties, ideologies and individuals, such as communists and socialists, that want greater political 
equality
Luftwaffe the German air force during World War II

 •   Your � nal task is to write a letter to your editor explaining why your accurate article on the bombing 
of Darwin should or should not be published. In your letter you need to provide your reasoning for 
your particular beliefs. It should also indicate your thoughts on the necessity of censorship during 
times of war.  

 •   When your letter is complete, print a copy of the research 
report and hand it in with your newspaper article and your 
letter to your editor.   

  2.19  Review 
 2.19.1 Review 
In this topic we have investigated World War II. We have examined the causes of this most terrible of world 
con� icts and have looked at an overview of its course, including key turning points in the con� ict. Our 
main focus has been on the experiences of Australians at war, especially in the struggle against Japan, and 
developments on the Australian home front. We have also looked at some of the most signi� cant events of 
World War II, including the Holocaust and the use of atomic weapons.                                                           
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2.19 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Multiple choice quiz 

Short answer quiz
1. What was the Enabling Act of 23 March 1933?
2. Who were the first groups to be sent to Nazi concentration camps?
3. When did Germany, Japan and Italy become allies?
4. What was the appeasement policy?
5. Why did Britain declare war on Germany on 3 September 1939?
6. What was achieved in the Battle of Britain?
7. Who were the ‘Rats of Tobruk’?
8. How did the soldiers of the Australian 8th Division become POWs?
9. Where was the Kokoda Track?

10. Who was John Curtin?
11. Which World War II Australian women’s service had the most enlistments?
12. Where did Allied landings take place on ‘D-Day’?
13. On which two Japanese cities were atomic bombs dropped?
14. Where were Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald and Auschwitz?
15. Which Nazi organisation ran the concentration camps?

Apply your understanding
16. Look closely at Source 1. In this attack, nine of thirteen ships in Darwin Harbour were sunk. There was 

widespread panic in the town and 243 people were killed. The Australian government used censorship 
to prevent the public from knowing the extent of the disaster. Why would the government have thought it 
necessary to censor reporting of such an event?

17.  Study Source 2. How do you think this event helped the Australian government to rally people behind the 
war effort?

18. Working in small groups, conduct research on one of the following topics:

militarism excessive influence of military values and pro-war ideas
munitions weapons and ammunition
Normandy a region of France on the Atlantic coast
paramilitary armed forces outside the official military
partisans irregular fighters using guerrilla tactics behind enemy lines
RAF Britain’s Royal Air Force
rationing controlling the distribution of something when supplies are low
rearguard action direct engagement with the enemy by troops protecting a retreating force
Reichstag the German Parliament
right wing of parties, ideologies and individuals whose political beliefs range from conservative to fascist
‘scorched earth’ military strategy of destroying or removing everything that could be used by an advancing 
enemy
South-West Pacific Zone area, including New Guinea and what is now Indonesia, within which Australian 
conscripts could be sent to fight after February 1943
spearhead to lead an attack
Third Reich the Nazi name for their regime in Germany. Reich means empire.
tried in absentia tried even though the accused is not present in court
United Front policy of communist parties forming alliances with other parties to combat fascism
Weimar Republic the democratic system of government in Germany from 1919 to early 1933, so called 
because its constitution was written in the city of Weimar
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Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 Try out this interactivity: Timeline of World War II (int-2970)

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 2.8: Word search

 Worksheet 2.9: Summing up

 Worksheet 2.10: Reflection

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this topic several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to 
answer these questions.
1. What were the causes of World War II?
2. Why and how were Australians involved in both theatres of the war?
3. How did the war affect Australians on the home front?
4. What significant events changed the course of the war?
5. What was the significance of World War II for Australia’s international relationships?

• an Australian who played a significant role during World War II, such as John Curtin, Sir Edward ‘Weary’ 
Dunlop or Nancy Wake

• the contribution of the ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’ during the fighting in Papua and New Guinea
• anti-fascist resistance movements in one Asian or European country
• the secret war conducted by the British Special Operations Executive (SOE)
• one battle that is considered a major World War II turning point, such as Midway, Stalingrad, Kursk or El 

Alamein.

SOURCE 1 This source was painted in 1942 
by Roy Hodgkinson from photographs taken 
by an Australian seaman. The painting depicts 
Australian ships under attack in the first of 62 
Japanese air raids on Darwin. There were also 
raids on Townsville, Broome, Port Hedland and 
Wyndham.

Hodgkinson, Roy First air-raid on Australia,  
19 February 1942, 1942 charcoal, watercolour, 
gouache on paper 52.8 × 68.4 cm
Australian War Memorial ART22831

SOURCE 2 A Japanese midget submarine is 
raised from the bed of Sydney Harbour on  
1 June 1942. When three midget submarines 
raided Sydney Harbour on 31 May 1942, this one 
was sunk. A torpedo from a second submarine 
killed 21 naval ratings when it struck HMAS 
Kuttabul, a converted ferry serving as a floating 
barracks. A third submarine was blown up by its 
crew after getting tangled in a protective net while 
trying to enter the harbour.
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