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OVERVIEW 2: THE MODERN WORLD AND AUSTRALIA

TOPIC 3
The modern world and 
Australia since World War II

3.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic.

3.1.1 The modern world
The period following World War II was dominated by a geopolitical conflict known as the Cold War, which 
was waged between the United States and the Soviet Union and their respective allies. The two super-
powers never faced each other on the battlefield, as in a ‘hot war’; rather, it was a struggle between two 

SOURCE 1 ‘… one giant leap for mankind …’ Human technological achievement reached a new peak when 
the first person from planet Earth stepped onto the Moon.

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



90 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c03TheModernWorldandAustralia.indd Page 90 26/07/17  10:25 PM

competing ways of life and ways of organising 
a society. 

 Recent history has been a time of great opti-
mism, yet has also shown humanity at its worst. 
It has undoubtedly been a period of rapid, 
unprecedented change. Technological advances 
have enabled us to treat many diseases and 
brought us closer together through new means 
of communication, broadening our horizons and 
allowing us to perform tasks we had previously 
only dreamed of. Yet, it has also given us the 
power to destroy ourselves and our entire planet. 

 Australia has changed in many ways during 
this time. In this topic we will examine some 
of these changes. Through our post-war immi-
gration program the country’s population has 
greatly increased, and by the 1970s immi-
grants were being drawn from all across the 
world. These new settlers have made signifi cant 

 Big questions 
 As you work through this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer these 
questions: 
1.    How did the outcomes of World War II 

infl uence the modern world?  
2.   How did confl ict and cooperation across 

the world change during the twentieth 
century?  

3.   What are some of the signifi cant global 
events and forces that shaped the 
twentieth century?  

4.   How has Australia reacted to these? How 
has Australian society been affected by 
the signifi cant global events and changes 
of this period?  

5.   How is the world now a better place than 
it was before World War II? What still 
needs to be improved?   

 Starter questions 
1.    Who are Australia’s major allies in the 

world? Why do you think they might be 
our allies?  

2.   Can you name any groups or people who 
still are not treated equally? Why do you 
think this is the case?  

3.   Name two technological developments 
that have improved our quality of life.  

4.   Do you believe life is better now, or would 
you rather have lived during some time in 
the past?   

1950
The Korean War 
begins.

1945
World War II ends.
The United Nations is 
founded.

1956
The �rst television 
programs are broadcast in 
Australia.

1953
Fighting in the 

Korean War ends.

1969
The Apollo 11 

spacecraft lands 
on the Moon.

1975
The Vietnam War 

ends.

1994
Nelson Mandela 

becomes the �rst 
president of a 

democratic
South Africa.

1954
Vietnam wins its 

independence 
from France.

Australia joins the 
SEATO alliance.

1961
Construction of the 
Berlin Wall begins.

1991
The USSR is 
dissolved.

1989
The Berlin Wall falls.

1999
Australia begins its 
military intervention in 
East Timor.

1951
Australia signs the 
ANZUS Treaty.

1972
UNESCO adopts 
the Convention 
Concerning the 
Protection of World 
Cultural and 
Natural Heritage.

CE

1945

1950

2000

1970

1980

1985

1990

1995

1975

1965

1955

1960

1948
The Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights is 
adopted by the United 

Nations.

CE

  A timeline of world events after World War II 
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contributions to Australian culture and identity. We have also seen big changes in the role of women and in 
recognition of Indigenous rights. Our growing economy has moved away from one based mainly on agri-
culture to one centred on supplying raw minerals to the world’s fastest growing economies.

Many people around the world enjoy a standard of living that has never been higher. Greater access 
to goods and services, health care and education means they are better off than any previous generation. 
However, these benefits have not been shared fairly. For many other people, the past 50 years have been a 
struggle to secure their rights and improve their living conditions.

3.2 How do we know about the modern world?
3.2.1 Historical sources
One of the advantages of studying recent history is the multitude of sources available to us. Among the 
great range of primary sources are physical remains, diaries, letters, newspapers and photographs. All of 
these can help to inform us about the past. But in studying recent history you will also encounter some new 
sources that we have not previously been able to use.

Oral history
As the events you are studying in this topic happened relatively recently, you may encounter someone 
who has lived through them. You may have a relative who fought in Vietnam or a neighbour who remem-
bers the introduction of television. When people who remember events speak about them, passing on 
their recollections, they are creating oral history. But you need to be careful when using oral history as 
a source. It may represent only one person’s perspective and should be compared with other opinions. 
Also, people’s recollections can change over time: they may have been very young when the event they 
are describing took place, so their memories may have changed or they may have only a child’s perspec-
tive of the event. Despite these drawbacks, people’s first-hand experiences offer very valuable insights 
into past events.

Television
‘Good evening, and welcome to 
television.’ With these words, 
introducing the first television 
broadcast on 16 September 1956, 
a technological revolution was 
launched in Australia. From the 
historian’s perspective, television 
provides us with an often graphic 
visual account of events. In its 
early years, governments had not 
yet recognised the medium’s power 
and there was often no censorship 
on broadcasts. This gave the public 
at the time, and historians now, a 
unique view of world events. The 
Vietnam War was the first major 
conflict to be covered by tele-
vision; every night, when they watched the news, people saw images of death and destruction in 
their living rooms. The impact of these images is one of the reasons historians give to explain why 

SOURCE 1 A family watching a television in Sydney, 1956
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people’s attitudes to the Vietnam War changed. It is why the Vietnam War is sometimes known as 
‘the Living Room War’ or ‘the Television War’.

The thirty-year rule
At the start of each year we are afforded a unique insight into past government thinking and decision 
making. When the Cabinet meets, its deliberations and decisions are recorded in official documents 
known as minutes. While many of these deliberations are made public, some are not. Some decisions 
and discussions involve sensitive information that could be vital to the nation’s security or, if released, 
could be embarrassing for the politicians involved. But each year the National Archives releases the 
Cabinet minutes from 30 years ago. This gives historians the opportunity to revisit past issues. For 
instance, minutes from the late 1950s and early 1960s, released in the 1980s and 1990s, revealed that 
the Australian government contemplated but rejected the idea that Australia should obtain nuclear 
weapons. Currently, the thirty-year rule is being changed and the period of time is being reduced to 
twenty years.

The internet
If television was the first big com-
munication revolution since World 
War II, the internet and the changes 
generated by information and com-
munications technology (ICT) would 
be the second. Where once people 
wrote letters to each other and kept 
diaries, now they communicate via 
email or social networking sites such 
as Twitter, and maintain blogs. This 
revolution has already changed the 
way historians gather information. 
The internet offers historians a much 
richer range of sources on which to 
base their research (although other 
sources will be lost, as emails are 
deleted and blogs removed). It also 
enables people to access a huge range 
of resources from their home com-
puters, where previously they might 
have had to travel widely to view 
them first-hand. For example, now 
people can access the archives of 
newspapers from across the world, 
or undertake virtual tours of build-
ings that they could previously only 
read about. Recently, there has been 
an increase in the number of people 
researching their family histories; 
this task has been made easier by the 
wealth of easily accessible materials 
(especially from overseas) that the 
internet has provided.

SOURCE 2 Walter Cronkite in Hue, Vietnam, during the 
campaign known as the Tet Offensive in early 1968. Cronkite 
was an influential journalist whose criticism of the Vietnam War 
helped to turn Americans against the conflict.
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But just as we need to assess the reliability of physical sources, so, 
too, do we need to evaluate online material carefully when using it as 
a primary or secondary source.

It can be very difficult to verify the accuracy of information on the 
internet. When using the internet as a source during your research, 
be very careful to ensure that the pages you browse are based on 
research and not just opinion.

3.3 The world after World War II
3.3.1 The United Nations
While historians will never be entirely certain, it is 
estimated that between 50 and 70 million people died 
during World War II. Of these, more than half were 
civilians — people who were not fighting but died as 
a result of the conflict. Much of Europe was devastated 
by the war. Asia, too, sustained terrible destruction, 
first by the invading Japanese and then by the Allies as 
they pushed Japan back. The world also witnessed the 
destructive capabilities of the most deadly weapon ever 
invented — the atomic bomb. Africa and the Middle 
East also suffered significant damage. Millions of 
people were displaced and forced to find new homes.

Having twice experienced the horror of world war in 
the first half of the twentieth century, there was a deter-
mination among the peoples of the world to ensure that such wars could never happen again. The League 
of Nations had been established after World War I with the principal mission of maintaining world peace 

DID YOU KNOW?
During one battle of the 
Vietnam War, journalists 
interviewed US soldiers during 
a gunfight. The soldiers were 
firing their weapons, turning 
to answer a question and then 
turning back to fire again!

3.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What is meant by the term oral history?
2. Name something we have learned from Cabinet papers released to the public under the thirty-year rule.
3. How has the internet helped to renew people’s interest in researching their family trees?

Apply your understanding
4. Source 1 shows a family watching Australia’s first television broadcast. How do you think television has 

changed family life in Australia?
5. Describe the ways in which the television set in Source 1 is different from a modern television set. What can 

you tell from these differences about changes in technology since Australia’s first television broadcast?
6. Look at Source 2. How do you think the presence in Vietnam of independent-minded reporters like Walter 

Cronkite might have helped to change people’s attitudes to the Vietnam War?
7. Another big event occurred in Australia in the year television was introduced. In many ways, this event was 

the reason why television was introduced. Find out what this event was and explain why you think it might 
have been the catalyst for the introduction of television in Australia.

8. Outline the advantages and disadvantages of each of the types of sources mentioned in this spread.

SOURCE 1 After a rocket attack on London 
during World War II
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by providing an international forum for countries to air their grievances and settle disputes. Although the 
League failed, it was hoped that a second attempt at a global body, the United Nations (UN), would be 
more successful.

The United Nations was formed on 24 October 1945. Its two main bodies are the General Assembly, in 
which all member states participate, and the smaller Security Council, tasked with making decisions aimed 
at maintaining international peace and security. Other United Nations bodies are listed in Source 3.

The Security Council is considered to be the most important body of the United Nations, as it has the 
power to authorise military force to enforce its resolutions. The five most powerful countries at the end 
of World War II are all permanent members of the Security Council. These were the United States, China 
(until 1971 this seat was held by the non-communist Nationalist government, which fled mainland China 
after the Chinese Revolution and civil war), France, Great Britain and the Soviet Union (since the Soviet 
break-up in 1989 the seat has been held by Russia). Each member has the right to veto (prevent from 
passing) any Security Council resolution with which it disagrees. The other 10 members of the Security 
Council are elected by the General Assembly for a two-year term.

The aims of the United Nations are stated in its Charter, the document that created the UN and outlines 
how it works. The four stated aims can be summarised as:
 • to promote peace and prevent war
 • to promote fundamental human rights and the dignity of every human person
 • to promote international law and justice
 • to promote social progress and better living standards.

Human rights were (and remain) a significant focus for the United Nations. This was highlighted by the 
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

SOURCE 2 The city of Hiroshima after the atomic 
bomb was dropped on 6 August 1945

Security Council
(the body responsible 

for keeping peace
and security in

the world) 

Trusteeship Council
(the body that supervises
places  in the world that
are still Trust Territories

until they can be
independent or
self-governing)

General Assembly
(basically, a parliament 

whose members 
represent nations,
not electorates) 

Secretariat
(the body

responsible
for the UN’s

administrative
work)

International 
Court of Justice

(the main body of the
UN responsible for 
international law 

and justice)

United
Nations

Economic 
and Social Council

(the body that
examines economic
and social issues,
develops relevant

recommendations and
encourages nations 
to work together to 
implement them) 

SOURCE 3 The principal bodies of the United 
Nations

SOURCE 4 The opening statement of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world …
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 With the creation of the United Nations, it was hoped the world would be able to live in peace, people’s 
rights would be respected and their standards of living would be improved. As you will learn, however, in 
many cases the UN has proved to be incapable of solving deep-rooted disputes or protecting the rights of 
vulnerable people.       

  3.4  Australia after World War II 
 3.4.1 Populate or perish 
 World War II had a profound effect on Australia. While Australia emerged from the war with much less 
damage to its infrastructure than other countries, the country had for the fi rst time faced what many believed 
to be a genuine threat of invasion. This threat forced Australians to change their perceptions of the world 
and the way our society functioned. About 1 million Australians (one in seven of our population) served in 
the military during the war, and more than 40 000 people were killed. 

 DID YOU KNOW ?
 When the United Nations was founded in 1945 it had 51 member states. Currently there are 192 members, with 
Montenegro the last country to join in 2006. Vatican City is the only internationally recognised sovereign state 
that is not a UN member. 

 3.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Outline the four main aims of the United Nations.  
2.   Name the fi ve permanent members of the United Nations Security Council.   

 Apply your understanding 
3.    Using  Sources 1  and  2 , describe the destructive power of the weaponry used in World War II.  
4.   After examining  Source 2 , explain why the atomic bomb helped prompt greater moves towards world 

cooperation and the creation of the United Nations.  
5.   Using  Source 3  and the text, outline the role of the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 

Council.  
6.   Read  Source 4 . What aspects of World War II do you believe might have led people to want to make human 

rights a major priority?  
7.   Why do you think historians are uncertain about the number of people killed during World War II?   

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 3.1: After World War II           

   RESOURCES  — ONLINE ONLY

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � UN interventions and peacekeeping
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The war had brought to the fore 
deep-seated fears of invasion. The 
swift Japanese advance showed how 
vulnerable Australia was to attack. 
With our small, widely scattered pop-
ulation it would always be difficult to 
defend ourselves from external attack. 
To counter this, the post-war Labor 
government felt we needed to dramat-
ically increase our population — in the 
words of former prime minister Billy 
Hughes, we needed to ‘populate or 
perish’. Under its ambitious immigra-
tion program, the government assisted 
immigrants to come to Australia by 
paying for their passage. Immigrants 
were drawn not just from the United 
Kingdom but from across Europe. 
Many came from Germany, Yugoslavia, Poland and the Netherlands as refugees fleeing the impact of 
World War II and seeking a fresh start in a new country. Large numbers also came from Mediterranean 
countries such as Italy and Greece.

3.4.2 Economic change
As well as our need for population growth, the war highlighted Australia’s dependence on overseas imports, 
particularly of manufactured goods. So Australia launched a program to increase our industrial capacity and 
reduce our reliance on imports. Despite persistently high inflation levels (25 per cent in 1951; in 2011 it 
was around 3 per cent), jobs were easy to find; indeed, Australia was suffering from a shortage of workers. 
While restrictions and rations on some foods persisted for a few more years, it was generally a time of great 
opportunity and economic optimism.

The role of women
With so many men away serving 
in the military, women had moved 
into the workforce in unprecedented 
numbers. But when the war ended, 
the men demanded their jobs back. 
Many of them disapproved of women 
working full-time and encouraged 
them to return to their traditional 
roles of mother and ‘housewife’. 
It was even argued that this would 
contribute to Australia’s population 
growth. Despite this backlash, how-
ever, the war had provided economic 
and social opportunities for women 
that had not previously existed. As 
we shall see, many women were not 
prepared to return to their traditional 
subservient role.

SOURCE 1 European immigrants arriving in Australia in 1950

SOURCE 2 A mechanic from the Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air 
Force (WAAAF). Formed in 1941, WAAAF performed a vital role 
in filling the labour shortage in the Air Force. Over 27 000 women 
joined the WAAAF and, despite being in non-combat roles, 57 died 
in service.
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3.4.3 The United States
Under immediate threat from Nazi Germany, Britain, Australia’s tra-
ditional ally, was unable to send Australia the military aid we needed. 
So, in 1941, Prime Minister John Curtin called on the United States 
to come to Australia’s aid, offering the country as a Pacific base from 
which to push back the Japanese. He also hoped such an alliance 
might be sustained after the war to offer us ongoing protection from 
any future invasion threat. Since the war, Australia has indeed been a 
staunch supporter and ally of the United States and, at both a political 
and cultural level, the United States has exerted a significant influ-
ence over Australian life. More than a million American troops passed 
through Australia during the war, exposing Australians to American 
goods, movies and music, which had a dramatic impact on Australian society and culture.

3.5 The Cold War
3.5.1 Superpowers in conflict
After World War II, two superpowers emerged — the United States of America and the Soviet Union. 
These two powers had been allies during the war, but only because they had a common enemy in Germany. 
They actually deeply distrusted each other. The United States believed in democracy, private ownership of 
resources and free-market capitalism. This stood in direct contrast to the Soviet communist system, which 
featured one-party government, state-owned resources and a state-run economy. The United States was also 
first to develop the world’s most powerful weapon — the atomic bomb. For the next 50 years the competi-
tion between these superpowers, often described as the Cold War, dominated world affairs.

DID YOU KNOW?
Of all food items rationed 
during World War II, the one 
Australians found hardest to 
live without was sugar. We had 
developed a very sweet tooth, 
and our sweets, cakes and 
cups of tea (which was also 
rationed) just didn’t taste the 
same without sugar!

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 3.1: After World War II 

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

3.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What does the expression ‘populate or perish’ mean?
2. Explain how World War II highlighted Australia’s dependence on imports and the problems this might cause.

Apply your understanding
3. Describe the age of immigrants shown in Source 1. What does this tell us about Australia’s immigration 

policy and its motives in seeking new immigrants?
4. Source 2 shows a female mechanic working on an aeroplane. Based on this source, what conclusions can 

be made about the changes in the traditional role of women brought about by World War II?
5. Why do you think women who entered the workforce during World War II may have been resented, even 

though Australia was short of workers and needed women to work?
6. Historians often talk in terms of continuity (i.e. what stays the same) and change. Some argue that the 

Australia–US alliance represents continuity, in that we have always allied ourselves with a great power. 
Others believe the alliance represented a dramatic change in our outlook, as Australia turned away from our 
traditional ally, Britain. Which of these perspectives do you find more persuasive? Justify your response.
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The superpowers never fought each other directly; rather, conflicts were conducted through their allies 
or dependent states. Each superpower was involved at various times throughout the Cold War era in sup-
porting rebellions or one side or the other during civil wars in Third World countries — for example, in 
Korea (1950–53), Indochina (1950–75) and Nicaragua (1980–89).

But what drove this conflict? While there were many causes, at the centre of this war was a battle of 
ideologies. The Western Bloc countries, led by the United States, were all capitalist countries. This means 
they believed in the importance of private ownership of resources and in the role of the market in allocating 
resources. They believed people should have the freedom to choose their occupation and to spend their 
money however they wished. This economic freedom extended to politics. The West believed in multi-party 
democracies, with freedom of speech and freedom of assembly as important rights required to help democ-
racy function. However, one result of the Western fear of communism during this era was that the United 
States and its allies often supported brutal and corrupt dictators in Third World countries for no better 
reason than the fact that those dictators were anti-communist.

By contrast, the Eastern Bloc countries were communist. They believed in the collective ownership of 
resources, which should be allocated by the central government. They saw capitalism as a selfish system that 
pitted the individual against the good of society. They believed the government should control the nation’s 
wealth so as to share it out fairly to all. As a result, they curtailed economic freedom. They also limited 
political freedom, as they believed only the Communist Party could act in the best interests of society. 
Opposition parties were banned, and rights such as freedom of speech were also restricted. Source 1 pro-
vides a summary of the basic differences between the two ideologies.

3.5.2 The arms race
One reason the Cold War conflicts and tensions were so dangerous was that both superpowers were also 
locked in an arms race, with each determined to become the dominant power bloc in the world. Each raced 
to build massive stockpiles of weapons, including weapons of mass destruction such as nuclear bombs with 
which they could easily destroy not only each other, but the rest of the world too. Each was also set on 
winning the space race — being the first to gain control of realms beyond Earth, both for reasons of prop-
aganda and for strategic advantage.

3.5.3 Berlin Wall
At the end of World War II, defeated Germany was divided into four zones, distributed among the key 
Allied powers — Britain, the United States, France and the Soviet Union. In 1949 the three zones under 
the control of the capitalist Western powers were unified, becoming the German Federal Republic (or West 
Germany). The zone controlled by the Soviets became known as the German Democratic Republic (or East 
Germany). As the years passed, the contrasts between the economic prosperity of West Germany and the 
restricted living conditions in East Germany became more marked. Many East Germans moved to West 
Germany in search of a better life. Despite attempts to stop this trend, by 1961 about three million people 
had left for the West. For East Germany this was an economic and propaganda disaster.

SOURCE 1 A table showing the main differences between capitalism and communism

Capitalism Communism

Private ownership of resources State control of resources

Individual economic freedom and market freedom State direction and economic control

Competition and financial reward as incentives Patriotism, belief in the collective good or force 
used to motivate people

Multi-party democracies Single-party control

Freedom of speech Control of media and opinions

Hierarchy in societies based on wealth and status All members of society in theory are equal
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 Many fl ed west through Berlin, which remained a divided city although located deep in East Germany. 
On 13 August 1961, the day after about 4000 East Germans crossed to the Western-controlled section of 
Berlin, a barbed-wire border was erected. It was eventually replaced by a heavily guarded, four-metre-high, 
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   SOURCE 2  A map of political alignments during the Cold War. A number of client or  satellite states  were 
aligned with the Soviet Union in what was known collectively as the Eastern (or Soviet) Bloc. All these countries 
had communist governments. Other communist countries were not directly aligned with the Soviet Union. The 
Western Bloc comprised those countries that had aligned themselves with the economic and political interests 
of the United States. All these countries were non-communist. 

   SOURCE 3  Building the Berlin Wall. The wall came to symbolise the division 
between East and West during the Cold War. 

 DID YOU KNOW ?
 The fi rst man in space was a Russian, Yuri Gagarin. On 12 April 1961 his spaceship, the Vostok 1, orbited the 
Earth and landed safely. Gagarin became a hero in the USSR and his feat is still celebrated today. 
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110-kilometre-long concrete wall that completely 
surrounded the Western sector of the city. Although 
this stopped the mass exodus of East Germans, many 
still risked their lives in individual escape attempts.

3.5.4 The Cuban missile crisis
In 1962 the Cold War very nearly became a ‘hot 
war’. The communist ruler of Cuba, Fidel Castro, 
had come to power in 1959 through a popular rev-
olution, in which his guerrillas overthrew Fulgencio 
Batista, a corrupt, US-backed dictator. In 1960 there 
were several US plots to assassinate Castro, and 
in 1961 the US attempted to overthrow his regime 
when it landed a CIA-trained force of 1400 of Bati-
sta’s exiled supporters in Cuba. In order to defend 
himself from any further potential attacks by the 
United States, Castro agreed to have Soviet nuclear 
missiles sited in Cuba. As Cuba is only a short dis-
tance off the coast of the USA, these missiles would 
have had the capability of reaching most American 
cities. When presented with photographic evidence of the Soviet missile facilities (see Source 5) the 
President of the United States, John F. Kennedy, ordered a naval blockade of Cuba to prevent any more 
Soviet missiles and equipment from reaching Cuba.

The world watched on anxiously, knowing that at any time this conflict could suddenly develop into nuclear 
war. After some very tense days and a number of perilous incidents, which included the boarding of a Russian 
ship by the US Navy and the shooting down of an American reconnaissance plane over Cuba, Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev agreed to withdraw the missiles, in return for a guarantee from President Kennedy that the 
USA would not attack Cuba and a secret agreement to remove from Turkey US missiles that were in striking 
distance of several Soviet cities.

vs

Foreign aid — supporting countries 
so they will be your allies and assist 

to meet your objectives

Arms race — 
developing the
best weaponry

Propaganda — 
distributing 

information (and often 
misinformation) about 
the bene�ts of your 

system and the 
problems of the 

alternative system

Space race — to
prove superior 

technology

Espionage — spies and
gathering secret

information

Sport — success in sports,
particularly the Olympics

proves superiority

SOURCE 4 The Cold War was so named 
because the US and USSR never fought 
directly against each other in a ‘hot war’. 
However, they fought in a number of other 
ways.

SOURCE 6 This photo shows a P2V Neptune US 
patrol plane flying over a Soviet freighter during the 
Cuban missile crisis in 1962.

SOURCE 5 An aerial photo of a missile site in Cuba, 
taken on 14 October 1962
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     Complete this digital doc:  Worksheet 3.2: The Cold War            

   RESOURCES  — ONLINE ONLY

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � The Cold War
 � The Cuban missile crisis

 3.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What was the Cold War?  
2.   Explain how the arms race contributed to the Cold War.  
3.   Which four countries shared control of Berlin after World War II?  
4.   Why was the United States so concerned about the installation of Soviet missiles in Cuba?  
5.   Briefl y explain the important differences between capitalism and communism.  
6.   Create a timeline for the Cold War based on all the dates noted in this spread.   

 Apply your understanding 
7.    Look at the map in  Source 2 . Why do you think Australia felt threatened by communism?  
8.   Using  Source 3  and the text, explain the signifi cance of the Berlin Wall.  
9.    Source 4  outlines some of the ways the Cold War was ‘fought’. Choose any two and write a paragraph on 

how the two sides might have competed in these areas.  
10.   Do you believe that  Source 6  emphasises just how close the world came to war in 1962? Explain your 

answer.  
11.   Imagine you were living in Berlin in 1960. How might you have felt about a wall being erected through the 

middle of city, dividing it into two halves? How might this have affected your daily life?  
12.   Based on the information you have read, do you believe you would rather live in a capitalist or a communist 

society? What might be the advantages and disadvantages of each?  
13.    Source 2  shows us that the main opponents in the Cold War were in the Northern Hemisphere. Does 

this mean Australia should not have been involved? Or what was it about the Cold War that meant it was 
essential for Australia to be involved?  

14.   President Kennedy had three options in his response to the Cuban missile crisis. These were: 
(a)    order the US Air Force to attack Cuba and destroy the missiles  
(b)   do nothing  
(c)   set up a naval blockade around Cuba and hope to continue negotiations with the Soviets.   

 Outline what you believe might have been the potential benefi ts and problems with each of these 
approaches.   

  3.6  Australia and the Cold War 
 3.6.1 The fear of communism 
 As an ally of the United States during World War II, and a nation that held similar beliefs about democracy 
and free-market capitalism, Australia sided with the US during the Cold War. Because of fear of com-
munism and to demonstrate support, Australia signed security treaties with the US and fought in their wars. 
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Throughout the 1950s and 1960s there was a genuine fear of 
communism within Australia. Prime Minister Robert Menzies 
(Australia’s longest serving leader), warned of the loss of pros-
perity and personal freedoms if the ‘Red Menace’ (communism) 
took hold. Australians took some comfort in their close relationship 
with the US. Conservative politicians of the day, however, warned 
that the threat was not just invasion but infiltration from within. 
They warned that communist sympathisers within Australia were 
spreading their ideas within trade unions and the Labor Party.

In 1954, in the lead-up to the federal election, Menzies announced 
that Vladimir Petrov, a Russian diplomat, had asked for and been 
granted political asylum. Petrov handed over documents claimed to 
indicate that Soviet spies were active in Australia. His wife, how-
ever, was held under virtual house arrest by Soviet officials. A week 
later they forced her onto a plane headed for Moscow. When the 
plane landed in Darwin for refuelling, ASIO held them for taking 
weapons onto the plane. Mrs Petrov was granted political asylum 
and reunited with her husband. Australians were outraged by this 
event. Although no evidence of a ‘spy ring’ was ever revealed, Men-
zies used the affair successfully to frighten voters during the 1954 
election campaign (which he won in May) and he continued to use 
fear of communism to win support in subsequent federal elections.

3.6.2 Treaties
Australia signed two major treaties that tied us to the US during the Cold War.
 • The ANZUS Pact (1951) was a three-way alliance between Australia, New Zealand and the US, under 

which each state agreed to cooperate on defence matters and pledged to come to the aid of the other if 
attacked. Despite New Zealand’s withdrawing from the treaty in the mid 1980s, ANZUS remains the 
cornerstone of Australia’s foreign policy today.

 • The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) was signed in 1954. The members of this alliance 
were Australia, France, New Zealand, Thailand, Pakistan, the Philippines, the United Kingdom and the 
US. Intended to complement the anti-communist collective defence role played by NATO in Europe, 
SEATO proved to be ineffective because of internal disputes and was disbanded in 1977.

The domino theory and forward defence
Australia’s main objective with these alliances 
was to block the spread of communism through 
South-East Asia to Australia. The Menzies gov-
ernment believed in the ‘domino theory’ — that 
if one country fell to communism, neighbouring 
countries would also fall, just like dominos. To 
prevent this, it believed Australia had to support 
non-communist governments. According to the 
forward defence strategy, we had to fight com-
munism wherever it was to be found, rather than 
waiting for our enemies to attack us. Based on 
these beliefs, Australia supported the Malaysian 
government against communist rebels by stationing troops in Malaya between 1955 and 1963. Australia 
also fought in two major wars in the name of anti-communism.

SOURCE 1 This photograph, showing 
Soviet agents ‘escorting’ an evidently 
reluctant Mrs Petrov onto her flight for 
Moscow, shocked Australians.

SOURCE 2 The domino theory in action
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3.6.3 Military action
Korea
Korea became the focal point of the Cold 
War in Asia. When Japan was defeated, 
Korea, a former Japanese colony, was 
occupied by Russian troops in the north 
and American troops in the south. The 
38th parallel (the line of latitude 38 
degrees north) divided the two forces. In 
1947 the United Nations (UN) divided the 
country between north and south along 
this line, with the eventual aim to form one 
united country. The Soviet Union set up a 
communist government in the north (the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Korea), 
while the US-backed, non-communist 
Republic of Korea (ROK) was established 
in the south.

Each government claimed to be the legitimate government of the whole of Korea. Following several 
border clashes, and with the backing of the newly created communist China, North Korea invaded the south 
in June 1950.

The UN responded by condemning North Korea for its aggres-
sion and called on member nations to send forces to assist the 
ROK. The US led this force, contributing half the land forces and 
the vast majority of naval and air forces. Fifteen other countries, 
including Australia, also sent forces.

The war was fiercely fought in harsh conditions. The battlefront 
ebbed and flowed. The initial communist attack nearly captured 
the entire peninsula by September. The UN counterattacks pushed 
North Korean forces right back into China by November, but Chi-
nese intervention saw the UN pushed back again. When the armi-
stice was signed in 1953, the 38th parallel was again the divide 
between the two sides. The armistice is still in place today. No 
formal peace treaty was ever signed, and Korea remains divided 
along the 38th parallel.

The Korean War led to the death of more than 1.5 million South Koreans and an estimated 3.5 million from 
the North and China. Australia contributed ground, air and naval forces; 340 Australians were killed. The 
US and Australia painted the war as a victory that stopped the spread of communism. Military intervention, 
according to this view, had proved to be a good way to stop communism.

NORTH 
KOREA

SOUTH 
KOREA

CHINA

Pyongyang

Pusan

Seoul

Extent of
UN advance,

November
1950

Extent of
North Korean

advance,
September 1950

Truce line
July 1953

Landing at Inchon
15 September 1950
Landing at Inchon

15 September 1950

38th parallel north

0 100

kilometres

200 300

SOURCE 4 A map showing the 
progress of the Korean War

DID YOU KNOW?
Why did the Soviet Union not veto the UN Security Council 
Resolution to support South Korea? The Soviets were boycotting 
proceedings in protest because China’s UN seat was held by the 
ousted Nationalists rather than by its Communist government, and 
so the Soviet Union missed the vote.

SOURCE 3 An Australian soldier stands guard over the 
frozen waters of the River Han.

AWM PO1813.555
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 Vietnam 
 Vietnam had been a part of the French Empire since the 1800s. 
After a long struggle, the independence forces militarily defeated 
the French in 1954. Following a peace conference in Geneva, 
Vietnam was divided into two, with the long-term goal of reu-
niting the country after elections. Like Korea before it, the North 
was to be controlled by a communist government while the South 
had a US-backed government. And as in Korea, this division led 
to war. 

 Not everyone living in the north believed in communism, while 
many people in the south wanted communist rule. These tensions 
eventually led to war, particularly as more and more communist 
activity took place in the south, and the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment became more and more authoritarian in its response. The 
activities of the Vietcong (National Liberation Front), a polit-
ical organisation and  guerrilla  force operating in the South that 
wanted all Vietnam to be united as a communist country, alarmed 
the anti-communist countries like the United States and Australia, 
and so from the mid 1950s they sent troops to support the govern-
ment of the South. 

 The situation  escalated  in 1964 when an American destroyer 
falsely claimed it was attacked by the North. Under this pretext, the 
United States dramatically increased its troop numbers in Vietnam, 
and Australia also increased its involvement. Despite superior fi re-
power and numbers, the US and its allies were never able to defeat 
the Vietcong or the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) in a decisive 
battle. People back in the US and Australia grew weary of the 
war, and so by 1969 both Australia and the US began withdrawing 
combat troops. A ceasefi re was signed in 1973, but the war con-
tinued until 1975, when the last US troops were withdrawn as the 
NVA entered Saigon in the South. Vietnam was then united as a 
communist country. 

 In total, almost 60 000 Australians, including ground troops and 
air force and navy personnel, served in Vietnam; 521 died and 
more than 3000 were wounded. The war was hugely controversial 
for a number of reasons: 
 •    Some people felt that foreign powers had no right to intervene 

in what was essentially a civil war.  
 •   Some questioned whether we should be fi ghting communism 

and supporting the corrupt and brutal South Vietnamese 
government.  

 •   Some believed the war could not be won and that it was 
immoral to waste so many lives in a lost cause.  

 •   Some were appalled by the immense price paid by Vietnam 
and its people. Millions of Vietnamese were killed, including 
in massacres of innocent civilians. In one well-known case, in 
the village of My Lai in 1968, more than 400 civilians, mainly 
women, children and the elderly, were murdered by US troops. 

   SOURCE 5  A timeline of the 
Vietnam War 

1929
Communist Party (led by Ho Chi Minh) 

and Vietnamese Nationalist Party 
(led by Nguyen Thai Hoc) gain 

prominence.
1941

Viet Minh formed to seek independence 
for Vietnam from France. Headed by 

Ho Chi Minh.
1954

French surrender after ten years of war. 
Vietnam divided into two. Ho Chi Minh 

heads up communist north with the 
support of China and Russia; Ngo Dinh 

Diem heads the republican south with the 
support of the United States.

1956
Scheduled elections in the south 

cancelled.
1962

Australia sends a team of 30 military 
advisers to the south.

1963
Diem murdered in coup by South 

Vietnamese army officers. US troops 
in Vietnam now number 16 000. China 

increases its support in the north.
1964

Menzies announces reintroduction 
of conscription. The United States 

commits more troops. 
The Save Our Sons movement is 

formed by a group of Australian mothers 
opposing conscription.

1965
Australia sends full battalion of regular 

army troops to Vietnam.

1966
Australian conscripts are sent to fight. 
Opposition starts to divide the nation.

1968
TET offensive. Communists ignore a 

New Year’s Eve ceasefire and launch a 
massive attack in the south. 

Protest movements gain momentum.
1969

Withdrawal of US troops begins. 
Australia follows suit.

1972
All Australian troops brought home. 
The new Labor government stops

all aid to South Vietnam.
1973

US troop withdrawal complete. Ceasefire 
reached, but civil conflict between North 
Vietnam and South Vietnam continues.

1975
North Vietnamese troops enter Saigon 

(now Ho Chi Minh City). Vietnam reunited 
under communist rule.
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The use of weapons such as napalm 
devastated the Vietnamese environment 
and caused horrific burns. The chemical 
pollutants still affect Vietnam today.

 • Many Australians soldiers sent to Vietnam 
were not volunteers but were chosen by 
conscription. Some people considered it 
immoral to force someone to fight and kill. At 
this time the voting age was still 21, yet the age 
for conscription was 20. Some questioned how 
a person not yet considered old and responsible 
enough to vote could be considered old enough 
to fight and kill.
The Vietnam War led many Australians to 

question old certainties, particularly the need to 
fight communism. Some young men defied the 
law by refusing to register for conscription, in 
some cases choosing to go to jail rather than 
participate in the war. A large protest move-
ment developed in opposition to the war, holding 
some of the largest protest marches ever seen in 
Australia. Many historians link the anti-Vietnam movement to the beginning of other campaigns for social 
change, such as the environmental and women’s rights movements.

3.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Create a timeline of Cold War events that involved Australia.
2. Explain the two treaties Australia signed to help it to fight communism.
3. What was the domino theory?
4. Explain the idea of ‘forward defence’.
5. Briefly summarise the events of the Korean War.
6. Explain three reasons why people opposed the Vietnam War.
7. Who were the Vietcong?
8. Based on Source 5, list four countries that have been actively involved in affairs in Vietnam.

Apply your understanding
9. Why do you think Source 1 ‘shocked’ Australians when they first saw it?

10. Using Source 3, describe the conditions in which soldiers were sometimes required to fight in the 
Korean War.

11. Using the text and Source 4, create a timeline for the Korean War.
12. What does Source 6 tell us about the nature of the war in Vietnam? Begin by describing what you see in 

the picture, and how this picture might differ from scenes from other wars such as World War I or II.
13. Based on what you have read, why do you believe it was a good political tactic for conservative politicians 

to portray members of the Labor Party as communists?
14. Some people saw in the Korean War proof that communism could be stopped and that a forward defence 

strategy worked. Do you believe this view proved to be correct?
15. Why do you think many people believed it was wrong to allow people who were too young to vote to be 

conscripted?

SOURCE 6 This iconic photo of the Vietnam War, 
taken in 1967, shows Iroquois helicopters landing to 
return Australian troops to base.

AWM EKN/67/0130/VN
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  3.7  After the Cold War 
 3.7.1 The collapse of communism 
 The Cold War ended in the late 1980s with the collapse of the Eastern bloc. The standard of living in 
communist countries was falling well behind that of the Western capitalist countries, and people within the 
communist countries began to demand improved economic conditions and more democratic rights. Some 
believed that the world was about to enter a time of peaceful cooperation, as with only one superpower 
remaining there would be much less chance of confl ict occurring. In some ways this has been true: another 
global confl ict on the scale of World War I or II has not occurred, nor is it likely to. However, since the 
end of the Cold War there has been a noticeable increase in the number of civil wars and regional disputes. 
And despite being local or regional in nature, they 
have still claimed millions of lives. 

 Growing discontent within the European com-
munist countries led to their governments either 
resigning or collapsing. Between 1988 and 1990 
the communist governments in Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Romania, Poland, Albania and Bulgaria 
fell and were replaced with democratic non-com-
munist governments. In East German protests, 
the police and the army refused to open fi re on 
protesters as ordered. The communist government 
was forced to resign and on 10 November 1989 
protesters marched on the Berlin Wall, the symbol 
of the Cold War, and began to tear it down. Fol-
lowing further upheavals and an attempted coup, 
the Soviet Union began to break up and was 
fi nally dissolved in December 1991 — the Cold 
War was over.  

 3.7.2 The world after the Cold War 
 With the end of the Cold War, it was hoped that the one remaining superpower, the United States, would 
devote its considerable resources and infl uence to improving the lives of people across the globe. Sadly, 
this has proven to be far from true. Instead, many more civil confl icts have occurred, mainly across Africa 
and in some areas formerly under communist control. The break-up of the former Yugoslavia led to a series 
of wars (1991–95) that saw more than one hundred thousand killed and some atrocious  war crimes  com-
mitted.  Genocide  was another tragic feature of the years following the Cold War: in Rwanda in central 
Africa in 1995, as many as one million people were killed in a 100-day period of civil unrest. The optimism 

   SOURCE 1  The Berlin Wall had stood for nearly thirty 
years, until November 1989. Its dismantling, which 
marked the fall of the East German government 
against the background of the rapid disintegration of 
the Eastern bloc, was a historic event, both for the 
East Germans who poured across the border into the 
West and for all those who witnessed the event in 
person or on television. 

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � Australia and Cold War confl icts
 �  The Vietnam War  
 �  Australia’s international relationships 

     Complete these digital docs:   Worksheet 3.3: Australia joins the Cold War  

            Worksheet 3.7: Interpreting historians’ perspectives: images           

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 
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of the early 1990s gave way to indecision and an inability by the international community to deal with 
these issues. Peacekeeping had in many situations proved ineffective, and the world was divided about 
whether, and when, it was justifi able to intervene in the affairs of other nations. 

 3.7.3 Terrorism 
 There has been a long history of  terrorism  in the 
world. This term is commonly used to refer to acts 
of violence, including bombings and assassinations, 
carried out against targets that include innocent civil-
ians by groups other than regular military forces or 
secret services of nation states. Some people ques-
tion the term’s use because government-sanctioned 
military attacks can also be devastating and because, 
when it has suited their interests, many governments 
have described  terrorists  as freedom fi ghters and vice 
versa. However, on 11 September 2001, it was raised 
to a new level when terrorists hijacked civilian aer-
oplanes and fl ew them into the World Trade Center 
towers in New York and the Pentagon in Virginia. 
President George W. Bush, vowing to seek out and 
destroy those who were involved or assisted in the attacks, declared a  war on terror . In Australia, Prime 
Minister John Howard invoked the ANZUS Treaty (see  subtopic 3.6 ) to join the United States in this ‘war’. 
For Australia, the threat of terrorism became all too real when 92 Australians were killed in the Bali terrorist 
bombings of 2002 and 2005.  

 3.7.4 Iraq 
 Australia played a minor role in the First Gulf 
War (1990–91), when US-led forces attacked 
the Iraqi army after it had invaded the neigh-
bouring oil-rich state of Kuwait (see  Source 3 ). 
In Operation Desert Storm, coalition forces 
drove the Iraqis out of Kuwait and back into 
Iraqi territory, but stopped short of a full inva-
sion of Iraq. Instead,  economic sanctions  were 
imposed. In the aftermath of September 11, the 
US government claimed that the Iraqi dictator, 
Saddam Hussein, was developing weapons of 
mass destruction (WMDs), hiding them from 
UN weapons inspectors and aiding terrorist 
organisations. When it failed to win United 
Nations support for an invasion of Iraq, the 
US formed a ‘coalition of the willing’, which 
included Britain and Australia, and defi ed the 
UN Security Council by invading Iraq in March 
2003. By 1 May the coalition had installed a 
new Iraqi government. No evidence of WMDs 
was ever found, nor was any link between 
Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi government and ter-
rorist organisations ever established.  

   SOURCE 2  The Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center collapse on 11 September 2001. 

KAZAKHSTANRUSSIA

TURKMENISTAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

INDIA

OMAN

YEMEN

SAUDI
ARABIA

IRAQ

IRAN

TURKEY

KUWAIT
Kuwait

Tehran

Baghdad

Kabul

0 500

kilometres

1000 1500

   SOURCE 3  A map of the Middle East 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



108 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c03TheModernWorldandAustralia.indd Page 108 26/07/17  10:25 PM

Many in Australia did not agree with the decision to invade Iraq. They believed the government was 
more interested in pleasing the United States than in international justice. While not supporting the bru-
tality of Saddam Hussein’s rule, they believed that peaceful means through the United Nations were the 
best way to resolve all such problems and disputes. And they believed the Australian government placed 
its economic interest of securing oil reserves 
ahead of the lives of innocent Iraqis.

Despite initial support for Saddam Hus-
sein’s removal from many Iraqi people, Iraq 
proved difficult for the new US-installed gov-
ernment to rule and large numbers of troops 
were required to attempt to maintain law and 
order. Following elections in December 2005, 
a new Iraqi government was in place. How-
ever, resistance to the occupation, civil conflict 
between rival ethnic groups and lawlessness 
(including suicide attacks) continued.

Following the election of Kevin Rudd’s 
Labor government in December 2007, Aus-
tralia began to gradually withdraw its troops 
from Iraq.

3.7.5 Afghanistan
The other target of the ‘coalition of the willing’ was Afghanistan. After many years of civil conflict and foreign 
intervention, Afghanistan (see Source 3) was ruled by the Taliban, who imposed strict fundamentalist Islamic 
law and were accused of many human rights violations, especially against women. The Taliban had ties with al 
Qaeda, the group responsible for the September 11 attacks, and its leader, Osama bin Laden. When the Taliban 
refused to hand over bin Laden unconditionally, the United States lent military support to forces opposing 
the Taliban. As a result, in 2002 the Taliban were deposed and a new government installed in Afghanistan.

The wars fought in Afghanistan over the past 30 years have left the country divided, impoverished, 
lacking in infrastructure and basic amenities, and seeded with large numbers of unexploded mines and 
bombs. Although the Taliban were defeated, they were not destroyed, and large numbers of foreign troops 
have been deployed in Afghanistan in an attempt to maintain order. The mountainous, hard desert terrain 
and large cave systems found in Afghanistan have made it very difficult for Taliban forces to be found.

Australia supported foreign intervention in Afghanistan. Unlike the Iraq War, the use of Australian troops 
in Afghanistan has enjoyed bipartisan political support. By early 2011 Australia had nearly 1500 troops 
stationed in Afghanistan and 23 Australian soldiers had been killed. A significant development occurred in 
April 2011 when US forces killed Osama bin Laden.

3.7.6 The rise of India and China
Another significant feature of the early twenty-first century is the rise of two new superpowers — India 
and China. While neither can yet be classified as a superpower, they both have large populations, strong 
militaries and rapidly developing economies. Both countries possess nuclear weapons and are determined 
to play a more active role in international affairs. This will threaten the dominant role now played by the 
United States and will raise problems for Australia as we continue to support our ally in the United States 
while also trying to remain on friendly terms with these developing powers. Australia has good relations 
with both countries, but there have been times when these relationships have come under strain. China 
is already Australia’s largest trading partner, and the trade between the two countries has been steadily 
increasing. It will be essential for Australia to engage with these countries as their political and economic 
power and influence increases.

SOURCE 4 Soldiers from the ISAF (International Security 
Assistance Force), of which Australia is a member, 
patrolling in Afghanistan. The soldiers can be seen 
searching for mines. IEDs (improvised explosive devices), 
or homemade bombs, are one of the many dangers 
confronting troops in Afghanistan.
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  3.8  Keeping the peace 
 3.8.1 Peacekeeping 
 Many countries and regions around the world experience times when law and order and the normal con-
ventions of civil society break down. On some of these occasions other countries will send military forces 
and police to assist. They may act as advisers, trainers or peacekeepers. Australia has assisted in numerous 
peacekeeping missions initiated by the United Nations. 

 Peacekeeping is one of the most important tasks performed by the United Nations, and Australia has a 
proud tradition of involvement in these missions. Peacekeeping is a broad term that covers a range of dif-
ferent roles, including: 
 •     Confl ict prevention:  using diplomatic and other tools to prevent confl icts from turning violent  
 •    Peace-making:  using diplomatic means to bring hostile parties together to resolve a confl ict that has 

turned violent  

 3.7 Exercises 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why did the Eastern bloc collapse?  
2.   Why were the governments of Iraq and Afghanistan attacked and removed following the terrorist attacks of 

September 2001?  
3.   What is meant by the term  superpower ?  
4.   What is meant by the term  civil war ?  
5.   Who or what are: 

(a)    al Qaeda  
(b)   the Taliban?     

 Apply your understanding 
6.     Source 1  shows many people from East Berlin queuing to cross the border to the West. Why do you think 

so many people would have wanted to make this crossing?  
7.   How do you think  Source 2  could be used to persuade people that the war on terror was right and 

justifi ed?  
8.   Many people believed there were strategic reasons for the US-led coalition to attack Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Based on the map in  Source 3 , what other motives might there have been?  
9.   Examine  Source 4  and outline some of the dangers and diffi culties confronting foreign troops operating in 

Afghanistan.  
10.   Why do you think the Australian government joined the war on terror so quickly and enthusiastically? Why 

do you think there was bipartisan support for the invasion of Afghanistan?  
11.   Why do think it might be important for Australia to develop strong relationships with China and India?   

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 3.4: After the Cold War           

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � The rise of China
 �  The rise of India 
 �  Australia’s international relationships 
 �  Post-Cold War confl icts 
 �  Global terrorism 
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 • Peace enforcement: using military force, or the threat of force, to restore peace and security
 • Peacekeeping: preserving peace once fighting has ended and assisting with the implementation of peace 

agreements.
Since 1947 the United 

Nations has been involved 
in many peacekeeping activ-
ities. Australia was a part of 
the very first UN mission, 
in which Australian military 
observers helped oversee the 
transition of power from the 
Dutch colonial authorities 
to the newly created Indo-
nesian government. Aus-
tralians have been involved 
in about 25 United Nations 
peacekeeping operations, 
and on five occasions Australians have led the 
UN force. As of 2011, 14 Australians have 
died while on peacekeeping missions.

Not all military operations in which Aus-
tralia has been involved have related directly 
to peacekeeping. We have seen some exam-
ples of non-peacekeeping actions when we 
examined the Cold War and the war on terror. 
For example, while most Australian troops in 
Afghanistan are there to support the Afghan 
government, a very small number are a part 
of the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission. 
Another example is the Australian naval com-
mitment to the international force fighting 
piracy in the Indian Ocean. While these opera-
tions have UN approval, they are primarily an 
attempt to enforce international law rather 
than peacekeeping missions.

While peacekeeping duties usually 
fall to the military, Australian police have 
also been heavily involved. They can help 
restore law and order in areas where legit-
imate authority has broken down. In this 
role Australian police have served in areas 
as diverse as Cyprus, Cambodia, Haiti, 
Mozambique, Bougainville and East Timor.

SOURCE 2 Australian soldiers playing with Somali 
children during the United Nations Mission to Somalia in 
1993

DID YOU KNOW?
The longest running UN peacekeeping mission has perhaps also been its most difficult. It began in 1948 and is 
still in operation today. The main role of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) is to assist 
with the creation of peace in the Middle East.

1950 19701960 1990 2000 20101980

East Timor (Timor-Leste)

Bougainville

Rwanda

Somalia

Cambodia

Western Sahara

Iraq

Namibia

Zimbabwe

Sinai

Cyprus

Israel and its neighbours

Kashmir

Indonesia

Sudan

Ethiopia

Solomon Islands

SOURCE 1 A timeline of selected Australian peacekeeping operations

Source: Adapted from information provided by the Australian War Memorial

SOURCE 3 Australian police involved in disarming fighters 
during operations to stabilise the Solomon Islands. Here an 
Australian police officer supervises and assists officers of the 
Solomon Islands police force.
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3.8.2 East Timor
Australia’s largest peacekeeping 
operation took place in 1999 in East 
Timor, or Timor-Leste as it is now 
known. East Timor had been a Portu-
guese colony, but was seized by Indo-
nesia in 1975. After years of violence 
in the territory the Indonesian gov-
ernment allowed the East Timorese 
people to vote o n their future, and 
under UN supervision the people of 
East Timor voted overwhelmingly for 
independence.

When the result was announced, 
pro-Indonesian militias, sometimes 
with the support of the Indonesian 
army, began a campaign of terror and 
destruction. Many more East Timorese 
were killed and as many as 500 000 
were left homeless. Much of East 
Timor’s infrastructure was also 
destroyed during the violence.

Eventually, Indonesia agreed to 
allow a peacekeeping force to enter 
the territory to restore order. Australia 
led this force, known as INTERFET 
(International Force for East Timor), 
and was also the largest contributor 
of troops and equipment. Once order 
was restored and Indonesia recog-
nised the result of the vote, the United 
Nations took over the administration 
of the territory. In 2002 Timor-Leste 
finally became an independent and 
self-governing nation. However, it 
has not been an easy time for the new 
nation, and Australian and UN per-
sonnel remain active in Timor-Leste 
today.

SOURCE 6 Major General Peter Cosgrove (right) welcomes 
Brazilian troops to Dili, East Timor, 3 September 1999. Major 
General Cosgrove led the INTERFET force there. So successful 
was his leadership that he became a national hero. He was 
Australian of the Year in 2001 and was promoted to Chief of 
Defence Force in 2002. Following his retirement from the defence 
forces, he helped supervise the reconstruction in Queensland 
following the destruction caused by Cyclone Larry in 2006.

3.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Outline the four main roles of UN peacekeeping.
2. In how many UN peacekeeping missions has Australia been involved? How many Australians have died on 

these missions?

SOURCE 5 An Australian solider on patrol in the ruins of Dili, the 
capital city of East Timor

AWM PO5381.013
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  3.9  Freedom and rights 
 3.9.1 Decolonisation 
 Many people take their rights and freedoms for granted. Others are denied these rights. Some have to fi ght 
for them. On a national level, people have demanded the right to self-government and an end to colonial 
rule; on a social level, groups have struggled to win civil rights or political and social equality. One of the 
key themes in recent history has been the battle for rights. In Australia too, people have had to fi ght for 
their rights and for social justice. 

 During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the great powers of Europe used their technological 
and military superiority to take over or colonise much of the rest of the world. Life in the colonies varied 
widely, but in general the local population was denied any say in the government, while the country and 
its economy was shaped for the benefi t of the colonial power.  Source 1  shows the colonies of each of the 
major powers in 1945. Nearly 700 million people, or one-third of the world’s population, lived under colo-
nial rule. 

 The European powers that had colonised much of the world were severely weakened by World War II 
and were unable or unwilling to maintain the burden of their colonies. Also, independence movements 
increasingly demanded the right to self-government. While in some cases this was a relatively peaceful 
transition, in others independence could only be won through armed struggle. An example of this that we 
have already investigated was the war in Vietnam.   

3.   Defi ne the term  peacekeeping .  
4.   Using the timeline in  Source 1 , list the selected peacekeeping missions in order from the longest lasting to 

the shortest.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Examine  Source 2 . Why do you think it would be important for peacekeepers to get on well with the local 

population, especially children?  
6.   Examine  Source 3 . Besides helping to enforce law and peace, what other duties do peacekeepers 

sometimes have?  
7.   Based on  Source 5 , how much damage was done during the unrest in East Timor?  
8.   Examine  Source 6 . Why do you think Major General Peter Cosgrove became such a respected fi gure in 

Australia?  
9.   Using  Source 4 , which areas have seen most Australian peacekeeping operations? Can you think of any 

reasons to explain why these regions were so prominent?  
10.   Using  Sources 2 ,  3 ,  5  and  6 , what evidence is there to suggest that peacekeeping can be a dangerous 

operation?  
11.   Sometimes nations will use military force to ‘keep the peace’ without the approval of the United Nations. 

Based on what you have read and heard, why do you think some countries, including Australia, do this?  
12.   Working in small groups, research one of Australia’s peacekeeping operations. Describe the size of the 

Australian involvement. Outline the nature of the confl ict, when it occurred, what the UN hoped to achieve 
with its involvement and how (or if) the confl ict ended. Present your fi ndings to the class using a PowerPoint 
presentation.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � UN interventions and peacekeeping
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 The UN Charter outlines the principle of self-
determination, which means people should be free 
to choose their own system of government and make 
their own decisions. Since the creation of the UN, 
80 former colonies have become independent coun-
tries. The UN has been a great supporter of the pro-
cess known as decolonisation. Countries as diverse as 
Indonesia, India and Madagascar are all examples of 
former colonies. 

 Australia has been a big supporter of decolonisation. 
We strongly supported Indonesian independence from 
Dutch rule. Papua New Guinea had once been under 
Australian control, but was encouraged by the Aus-
tralian government to form its own system of govern-
ment and gained its independence in 1975. Australia 
has played an important role in assisting many Pacifi c 
nations to gain independence. 

 3.9.2 Civil rights 
 Self-government does not in itself mean all the citizens of a country enjoy equal rights. In some countries, 
people have been treated differently based on their skin colour. Usually, this has involved racial discrimi-
nation by white people against people of colour or of mixed race. One of the great forces for social change 
in the second half of the twentieth century was the civil rights movement, which argued that all citizens 
should enjoy equal rights regardless of skin colour.  

PACIFIC

ARCTIC      OCEAN

ATLANTIC

OCEAN
OCEAN

INDIAN 

OCEAN
Key

United Kingdom

France

Portugal

Spain

Netherlands

Belgium

United States
2000 6000

kilometres

0 4000

   SOURCE 1  A map showing the colonial powers and their colonies in 1945 

   SOURCE 2  Mahatma Mohandas Gandhi 
(centre), a lawyer who went on to lead the 
Indian independence movement, advocated 
 satyagraha , a form of non-violent resistance 
that included sit-downs, strikes and marches. 
His dignity, simplicity and peaceful methods 
helped unite the Indian people in opposition to 
British rule and garnered international support 
for his cause. 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 3 The modern world and Australia since World War II 115

c03TheModernWorldandAustralia.indd Page 115 26/07/17  10:25 PM

 The US civil rights movement 
 Despite having abolished slavery in the 1860s, in many ways 
America still treated black Americans as second-class citizens 
a hundred years later. Legally and socially, they were denied 
the rights enjoyed by white Americans. In the southern states 
of the country a policy of legal segregation was in force. 
Blacks were discriminated against in many areas, with sep-
arate schools, separate seats on buses and restaurants, even 
separate park benches and water taps (see  Source 3 ). In all 
measures of wellbeing, including life expectancy, income, lit-
eracy and freedom from violence, African Americans were 
much worse off than white Americans.  

 During the 1950s and 1960s African Americans began to 
demand equality with their fellow citizens. They sought 
changes to laws and attitudes, but were greeted with fi erce 
resistance, particularly in the southern states where segre-
gation was strongest. Leaders such as Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr inspired African Americans to seek their rights 
(see  Source 4 ), but to do so in a non-violent way, as 
demonstrated by Gandhi. King helped organise the civil 
rights movement and inspired black people to fi ght for 
their rights. The actions of the civil rights movement in the 
United States became a template for protest action around 
the world. Civil rights supporters were sometimes met 
with violence from groups who wished to maintain white 
superiority, such as the  Ku Klux Klan . The eradication of 
discrimination was a very slow process, prompting some 
black Americans to reject King’s philosophy of non-vi-
olence. Some organisations, such as the Black Panthers, 
believed violence against racist white institutions was 
justifi ed.  

 Over time, civil rights did improve in the United States 
and African Americans now have many more opportu-
nities than in the past. A major step forward occurred 
with the passing of the  Civil Rights Act 1964 , which outlawed many forms of discrimination, including 
racial segregation. In 2008 Barack Obama became the fi rst African American to be elected President of the 
United States. Discrimination has become illegal, but in some communities the laws are not fully respected. 
Racism still exists and there is still much room for improvement. 

 3.9.3 Burma 
 Burma (now known as Myanmar) is an example of a country where people today are still struggling for 
democratic rights. A former British colony, Burma gained its independence after World War II. However, 
its recent history has been plagued with civil unrest, unstable governments and constant military interven-
tion in political affairs. The late 1980s saw a signifi cant economic crisis hit Burma, accompanied by large 

   SOURCE 4  Dr Martin Luther King Jr, the 
leader of the civil rights movement in the 
United States in the 1960s, addressing more 
than 250 000 people in Washington in 1963. 
It was on this occasion he gave his famous ‘I 
have a dream’ speech, in which he outlined 
his vision for America. 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 Until 1966, women in the Australian Federal Public Service were required to resign when they married. 

   SOURCE 3  Racial discrimination and 
segregation in action in the United 
States, c. 1960 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



116 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c03TheModernWorldandAustralia.indd Page 116 26/07/17  10:25 PM

protests calling for democratic and political reform. In 
response to this instability, in August 1988 the military 
launched a coup d’état and removed the civil govern-
ment, placing itself in charge. The military declared 
martial law and thousands of protesters and opponents 
of the military were killed.

The people of Burma have continued to struggle for 
reform and freedom from military dictatorship. As well 
as denying democratic rights, the military government 
has used violence and intimidation to enforce its rule, 
censoring the press and forcing its citizens to work in 
labour camps. The military promised reform, but held 
on to power despite elections in 1990 that were won 
overwhelmingly by the democratic National League for 
Democracy (NLD). Opposition to the military has been 
led by the NLD’s Aung San Suu Kyi, the daughter of an 
assassinated Burmese nationalist leader. Between 1989 and 2010 she spent 15 years under house arrest as a 
prisoner of the government (see Source 5). She was released in late 2010 but has had severe restrictions placed 
on her movements. In recognition for her efforts, Aung San was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991.

3.9.4 In Australia
Australians, too, have had to fight for their rights. Indigenous Australians have historically been discrimi-
nated against and still have a much lower standard of living than many other Australians. While conditions 
have improved, there is still much work that needs to be done.

Women have also had to struggle to win legal and social equality in Australian society. In the 1960s 
and 1970s many Australian women joined the global women’s liberation movement in rejecting the notion 
that they should be confined to the roles of mother and homemaker. Their primary aims were to achieve 
equality for women under the law and in the workplace. Equal pay and access to childcare facilities were 
key demands.

These campaigns led to the introduction of two important federal laws — the Sex Discrimination Act 
1984 and the Affirmative Action (Equal Employment Opportunity for Women) Act 1986. Both of these laws 
helped to break down barriers and improve the status of women. Today Australia has an Office for the 
Status of Women and a Minister for the Status of Women, tasked with ensuring women receive equal treat-
ment and advising the government on how to improve the lives of women. Again, however, discrimination 
still exists and most top positions, especially in business, are still held by men.

3.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for your question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Which countries has Australia directly helped to gain their independence?
2. Outline some examples of discrimination faced by African Americans today.
3. What institution currently rules Burma? How did it come to power?
4. List some examples of discrimination women in Australia have suffered.
5. Name one Act of Parliament that has helped to improve the status of women in Australia.
6. In your own words, define and explain the following terms: decolonisation, discrimination, segregation. How 

are these terms relevant to the second half of the twentieth century and the topics you are studying?

SOURCE 5 Burmese protesters, holding images 
of Aung San Suu Kyi, demand her release in 
2007.
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  3.10  Our changing way of life 
 3.10.1 Technological development 
 Technology has changed at an unprecedented rate during the past 60 years. This has had a profound impact 
on our culture, our work, our way of life, our interactions and our health. Some describe the computer, 
and the associated technological revolution, as the force that drives the modern world. During the same 
time period the world’s population has more than doubled, and that rate of growth is expected to increase. 
This has placed an enormous strain on the Earth’s resources and has had a great impact on many people’s 
standard of living. Out of this has grown the green movement, with its concern for the environment and 
sustainable living. 

 There is no doubt that technology is advancing at an ever-increasing rate. People 60 years ago could not 
have imagined how we would be living today, any more than we can predict what life will be like in 60 
years’ time. 

 Household technology 
 As outlined earlier in this topic, television changed our lives, but so did many other twentieth-century 
technologies. The household refrigerator and freezer enabled us to store food for long periods of time, 
while the microwave oven (which became available to the average Australian household in the late 1970s) 

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 3.5: Fights for rights           

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 Apply your understanding 
7.    Using  Source 1 , describe the regions in the world where most nineteenth- and twentieth-century colonies 

could be found. Why do you think most colonies were found in these regions?  
8.   Examine the image of Gandhi ( Source 2 ). What qualities are evident in this photo that might contribute to 

his being an effective leader and role model?  
9.   Study  Source 3 . What social attitudes from the 1960s are evident?  

10.   How does  Source 4  help us conclude that Martin Luther King Jr was a popular leader?  
11.   Look at  Source 5 . Why do you believe these protesters are holding up images of Aung San Suu Kyi?  
12.   If you were faced with severe discrimination (for example, being treated differently because of your race 

or religion), do you think you would be able to protest in a non-violent way, as Gandhi advocated, or do 
you believe violence would be a justifi able response? Which do you believe would be the most effective 
response?  

13.   Why do you think laws have been needed to improve the status of particular groups in society (for example, 
African Americans in the US or women in Australia)?  

14.   Research and prepare a biography on a civil rights leader. You might choose Mohandas Gandhi, Aung 
San Suu Kyi or Martin Luther King Jr, or perhaps you can identify another important leader. There are also 
Australian leaders you may have read about in other chapters that you might like to research.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � Independence movements in Asia
 �  Independence movements in Africa 
 �  Civil rights movements 
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dramatically reduced the time it took us to cook our meals. Today we can start our cars using remote con-
trol and some appliances will even respond to voice commands.

Communications
The first programmable computers were built in 
the 1930s. The first ones to be used for commercial 
purposes were enormous, filling whole rooms or 
even the entire floor of a building. However, with 
the invention of the integrated circuit (better known 
as the microchip) in 1959, computers became 
both much more powerful and much smaller. 
Now we have small, lightweight laptops and com-
puters installed in our cars, washing machines 
and phones. In fact, computers are used in many 
machines produced today. They also run complex 
systems such as air traffic control at airports, bank 
ATMs and many other systems on which our world 
now depends.

Communications technology allows messages 
to travel all over the world almost instantaneously. 
We can call or message people from our mobile phones, and catch up 
with the news around the world as it happens. Social media sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter have become more than just tools for keeping 
in touch; they are used to disseminate information to vast numbers of 
people in a free, unrestricted manner. This has significant ramifications 
for governments and society.

Travel and trade
With developments in ship-
ping and refrigeration, world 
trade has expanded dramati-
cally. This means that goods 
produced in one country can 
safely and quickly be trans-
ported in large numbers to 
other countries. Advances 
in aviation have seen people 
travel much more than 
they once did. An overseas 
trip that once would have 
involved several months at 
sea can now be accomplished 
in a few hours on a modern 
jet airliner.

DID YOU KNOW?
While it took radio 38 years and television just 13 years, it took the World Wide Web only four years to reach 50 
million users.

SOURCE 2 The Qantas Super Constellation (pictured above) began 
round-the-world services in 1958. The newest Qantas plane, the A380 
(pictured below), entered service in 2008.

SOURCE 1 Computers used today are a fraction of 
the size of those used in the 1950s.
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 One key consequence of the technological revolution has been  globalisation . Globalisation has reduced 
the signifi cance of national borders while vastly increasing the fl ows of people, trade goods, ideas and 
cultural knowledge. Countries have become less important as they have been integrated into the global 
economy. Along with the dramatic improvements in communications and travel, the world has become a 
much smaller place. 

 3.10.2 The environment movement 
 While there have always been those who argue that we should treat our natural environment with greater 
respect, the modern environment movement began in the 1960s. The world had been devastated by war and 
had seen the destructive capabilities of the atomic bomb. This experience led people to question how we 
viewed and used our planet. Industrial growth was also blamed for damaging the environment; some people 
began to argue that economic growth and development, and the associated overuse of resources, should be 
slowed down, if not stopped altogether, in order to protect the environment. 

 In the 1970s the environment movement became a mass movement. As a result of popular pressure, coun-
tries began to draft legislation and establish authorities (such as the US Environment Protection Agency) 
charged with regulating industrial and other polluting activities and protecting the environment. In 1972 
the  UNESCO  Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage was endorsed 
by many nations across the world. This convention helped to ensure that areas of signifi cant environmental 
importance would be preserved for future generations. 

 The environment movement in Australia has a long history. Scientifi c interest in our unique fl ora and 
fauna has resulted in people working to ensure our environment is preserved and protected. They were not 
always heeded. For example, one consequence of the gold rushes was the heavy ecological damage caused 
by mining operations. 

 An important turning point for the green movement, as it is often called, came out of the Tasmanian 
government’s 1978 proposal to dam and fl ood the Franklin River and build a hydro-electric power sta-
tion; this would have led to signifi cant damage to the river and the surrounding areas. People reacted 
strongly across the nation to this proposal. Many protests were mounted and the Franklin Dam became 
an important issue in the 1983 federal election. After this, environment issues began to play a more 
prominent role in Australian politics. The Australian Greens Party was formed in 1992 and it won 13 per 
cent of the federal vote in 2010, securing a Senate seat in every state and also claiming its fi rst seat in 
the House of Representatives.   

   SOURCE 3  People take to the streets in Melbourne to 
protest the destruction of the Franklin River. 

   SOURCE 4  Bob Brown, standing in the 
motorboat, addresses protesters during the 
Franklin Dam dispute in 1983. Bob Brown 
later entered federal parliament as a senator. 
He was leader of the Australian Greens Party 
from 1992 until 2012. 
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Sustainability
Environmentalists believe that the damage we have done to the planet through our growing population, 
overuse of resources and unchecked greenhouse gas emissions will ultimately mean that life on Earth 
becomes unsustainable. They argue that we must change our lifestyle and our relationship with the planet 
in order to ensure that the planet’s ecosystems can survive. Climate change has made the need for sustain-
able living even more urgent. Radical changes need to be made by individuals, societies and governments 
to ensure that we live sustainably.

3.10.3 Standard of living
Most Australians enjoy a relatively high standard of living. Life in Australia is good for many, and getting 
better. One measure of economic wellbeing is our gross domestic product (GDP) per capita, a figure found 
by dividing the income generated in the country by the population. Australia’s GDP per capita places us 
among the wealthiest people in the world. Another measure of wellbeing is the Human Development Index 
(HDI), arrived at by means of a wide variety of data, but mainly based on life expectancy, education and 
income. According to this measurement, Australia has the second best standard of living in the world, 
coming only behind Norway.

Medical advances
There have been many medical advances over the past 60 years. Modern drugs can cure many diseases, 
and vaccinations mean we are no longer susceptible to diseases that once killed thousands. A disease 
such as malaria, which kills up to a million people around the world every year, is no longer found in 
Australia. With our ability to transplant organs (such as the heart, kidney and lung) and identify illness 
in its early stages, we are able to ensure that we can live longer and enjoy better health than ever before. 
Improved living conditions and sanitation, healthier lifestyles (improved diets and hygiene) and med-
ical advances have combined to help bring about these changes. However, these advances have gener-
ally helped only the world’s richer nations, while the poorer nations have often been unable to afford 
the medicines and technology, and have been left to rely on the charity of the world’s wealthier nations.

The future?
We must remember, though, that measurements such as GDP assume that everyone has equal access to the 
benefits available in that country. We know this is not the case, and we must continue to ensure that we act 
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SOURCE 5 Average life expectancy for Australians

Source: ABS.
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to make Australia the fairest country it can be, and ensure that all Australians benefi t from the wealth and 
good fortune available.  

  3.11  SkillBuilder: Interpreting historians’ 
perspectives 
 3.11.1 What are historians’ perspectives? 
 As you study history in more depth, you will frequently encounter different historians’ perspectives and 
viewpoints of events and issues. When investigating the past, historians do more than just ask what happened 
and when; they examine more diffi cult questions, such as why did it happen and what was its signifi cance? 

 Why is it useful to study historians’ perspectives? 
 By studying different historians’ perspectives, we are able to gain a deeper understanding of the past. Con-
sider the following two statements: 

 3.10 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Which event is seen as marking the beginning of the modern environment movement in Australia?  
2.   Explain the main aims of the environment movement.  
3.   Identify any two signifi cant technological changes that have occurred since World War II.  
4.   Explain how the Human Development Index works.  
5.   Which is the only country that scores better than Australia in the Human Development Index?  
6.   What is meant by the term  sustainability ?   

 Apply your understanding 
7.    Compare the images in  Sources 1  and  2 . Describe technological developments evident in these pictures.  
8.   What aspects of  Source 3  show that many Australians were against the damming of the Franklin River?  
9.   Why do you think Bob Brown’s involvement in the Franklin Dam protest, as shown in  Source 4 , was the 

beginning of his political career?  
10.   Describe the trend that is evident in  Source 5 .  
11.   Environmentalists argue that economic growth must be slowed and that we may need to sacrifi ce our living 

standards for the sake of the planet. Why do you think many people resist such arguments?  
12.   Measures such as GDP per capita are criticised because they fail to refl ect how the wealth of a nation is 

shared. Why is it important to look at the distribution of resources when assessing a nation’s standard of 
living?  

13.   Why do you think Australia always rates highly on measures such as the Human Development Index?  
14.   List the other types of data included in the Human Development Index that makes it different from GDP. Do 

you think this makes HDI a ‘better’ measure? What aspects of life do you believe should be measured when 
describing a country’s standard of living?  

15.   Research and prepare a poster on a UNESCO World Heritage listed site. Make sure you justify why the site 
has been added to the list.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 � Global health and wealth
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(a) Australia began withdrawing its troops from Vietnam in 1970.
(b) When Australia began withdrawing its troops from Vietnam in 1970, the government was admitting that 

the war could not be won.
Statement a is a simple statement of fact. Statement b contains the same fact, but it also offers an expla-

nation of why the troops may have been withdrawn. Historians, who research an event or issue thoroughly, 
will ask questions of the evidence and begin to draw conclusions and offer explanations. In this subtopic 
we will use the Vietnam War as an example, in order to consider some questions you can ask that will help 
you understand and interpret the perspective offered by a historian.

3.11.2 How to analyse historians’ perspectives
Asking yourself the following questions will help you to interpret the historian’s work.

Consider Sources 1 and 2. In the table below, these two interpretations of events by historians have been 
analysed by using the questions set out above. Do you agree with the analysis of these interpretations?

Possible questions Possible answers/implications

Step 1 — What specific issue is the historian 
investigating?

• The cause of the conflict or the key issues involved
• The reasons why one side won or lost
• The significance of the issue
• The role or influence of leaders
• The short- and long-term implications

Step 2 — What does the historian argue or conclude? Any of the issues raised above could be addressed and 
answered by the historian.

Step 3 — In what form, and for what purpose, was the 
material published?

It could be a general work or one with a specific 
purpose. For example, knowing that the extract was 
published in a Communist Party newspaper might well 
help you understand its perspective.

Step 4 — When was the work published? The timing of its publication may reflect the availability 
of new sources or have some other significance. For 
example, when the USSR collapsed, historians gained 
unprecedented access to the Soviet archives, which 
provided a wealth of new material to use in their 
analysis.

Step 5 — What message is the historian trying to 
convey?

It could be an explanation of the past or a warning for 
the future.

Step 6 — What, if any, evidence does the historian 
present?

This might include facts, statistics, quotes, anecdotal 
examples or any number of other sources.

SOURCE 1 From Michael Sexton, ‘The war we gatecrashed’, The Age, 29 April 2005

Vietnam has cast a long shadow over American foreign policy. Since then, the American military has been 
anxious to avoid a ground war with the potential for large-scale casualties. This was the reason for the lack 
of intervention in Bosnia and the use of air power in Kosovo. Iraq was undertaken on the basis — which 
was correct — that there would be almost no battlefield casualties, although there have been subsequent 
losses.

This is the continuing importance of Vietnam for Australia’s relationship with the United States. By 
encouraging American involvement in the war 40 years ago, the Australian government may have made it more 
difficult for its successors to obtain American assistance in a time of real crisis. Most of the men — whether 
politicians or bureaucrats — who organised Australia’s entry into the Vietnam War are dead but their cynical 
and irresponsible conduct might yet prove a problem for this country.
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3.11.3 Developing my skills
Now it’s your turn. Using the same questions, examine the historians’ perspectives evident in Sources 3 
and 4.

SOURCE 2 From Gregory Pemberton, ‘Conclusion’ in Pemberton (ed.), Vietnam Remembered, 2002, p. 234

Although Australia remained firmly locked in the Western camp, America’s defeat and withdrawal from 
Indochina, combined with Britain’s decline, forced greater self-reliance on Australia in defence and foreign 
policy … Australia had to chart a different course, developing its own policies towards its neighbours. It 
had to accept that its main effective relations were with Asian nations, notwithstanding the great symbolic 
importance of the American Alliance. A break was made with the white-supremacist South African and 
Rhodesian [now Zimbabwe] regimes. Notably, immigration laws were relaxed to allow entry of non-Europeans 
which, although it did not produce any great immediate racial changes in the migrant intake, was of great 
symbolic importance. Since then the flow of refugees from Indochina has forced Australians to re-examine 
the notion of preserving an essentially white Australia and has added new meaning to an old platitude — 
‘Australia, a part of Asia’.

Possible questions Source 1 Source 2

What specific issue is the historian 
investigating?

The long-term impact of the Vietnam 
War on American and Australian 
policy

The impact of the Vietnam War on 
Australian policy

What does the historian argue or 
conclude?

The United States was unwilling to 
commit to large-scale ground wars.

Australia was forced to change the 
focus of its foreign policy and, rather 
than look to the UK or the US, to 
engage with our Asian neighbours.

In what form, and for what purpose, 
was the material published?

Newspaper article Book

When was the work published? 2005 2002

What message is the historian trying 
to convey?

Our unwise encouragement of the 
US in Vietnam may make them more 
hesitant to offer us assistance in the 
future when we really need their help.

Australia must develop closer 
relations with our Asian neighbours, 
acknowledging our geographical 
position in Asia. Our old racial views 
need to change.

What, if any, evidence does the 
historian present?

The examples of the military 
interventions in Bosnia, Kosovo and 
Iraq

Changes in immigration policy

SOURCE 3 From Dr Paul Strangio, ‘Listen up, you warmongers’, The Age, 2 August 2002

The most crucial lesson is that the political and military establishment in this country [Australia] is fallible. If 
that establishment erred in Vietnam, there is no guarantee that it will not bungle things again, now or in the 
future.

The related lesson is that as a society we should always be prepared to give a reasonable hearing to those 
who would question the orthodoxy of Australian support for Washington’s military expeditions.

The evidence from the Vietnam era and since is that we are not particularly good at this. Too often there is a 
tendency to treat dissenting opinion as illegitimate and disloyal.

Yet, when the lives of Australian combatants and the soldiers and civilians of other nations are at stake, 
debate should be encouraged rather than closed down.

Otherwise, we risk being condemned to always relying on hindsight to realise that we got things wrong.
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3.12 Review
3.12.1 Review
This topic has reviewed some of the significant changes and events that have shaped Australia and the 
world since World War II. As we have seen, it has been a time of dramatic change — in technology and 
in social attitudes on issues such as the environment, the peace movement and women’s rights. Most of 
these changes have improved people’s lives, but this has not always been the case. The challenge for future 
generations is to build on the advances of the past, yet also recognise where problems exist and endeavour 
to find solutions.

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 3.6: Interpreting historians’ perspectives: text 

 Worksheet 3.7: Interpreting historians’ perspectives: images 

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

SOURCE 4 From Paul Ham, Vietnam: The Australian War, 2007, pp. 657–8

In short, the Domino Theory was a grossly simplistic, unchanging metaphor imposed on a ceaselessly 
changing, complex world. As Qiang Zhai [a Chinese historian] concluded, in his classic account of China’s  
role — ‘Just as dominoes is a game for children, the … theory was the stuff of child’s play.’ If the Domino 
Theory expressed a real fear of Soviet and Chinese aggression in the 1950s, it failed to justify a strategic case 
for the American war in Vietnam in 1965. In 1955 the British had largely defeated the Chinese ‘communist 
terrorists’ in Malaya, a job completed by the Australians in 1960; and in 1965–66, in Indonesia, a military junta 
[government] crushed the local Communist party. ‘The notion that any of Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore or 
Indonesia would have gone Communist in the 1960s because Vietnam fell strains credibility,’ said Paul Kelly 
[an Australian historian]. Indeed, even as the Australians beat the domino drums, Washington had lost faith 
in the theory. LBJ [Lyndon Baines Johnson, President of the United States, 1963–69] later rejected the whole 
metaphor of toppling dominoes, and Dean Rusk, Secretary of State, never used the phrase. It trivialised a 
complex situation, he felt.

KEY TERMS
armistice a ceasefire or truce that ends fighting in a conflict so terms for permanent peace can be discussed
ASIO Australian Security Intelligence Organisation; a body responsible for collecting information on terrorism 
and other dangers to Australia’s security
bipartisan supported by the two major political parties
Cabinet group of select government ministers that meets regularly to decide major issues of government
censorship government controls and restrictions on the free flow of information in the media
Climate change significant long-term change in the climate and weather patterns of the planet, currently 
believed to be intensified by human activity
conscription compulsory enlistment, especially in the armed forces; also called the draft
coup d’état a change in government brought about by force
economic sanctions restrictions on a country’s trade imposed by other countries to enforce political change
ecosystems the complex set of relationships among all living organisms of an area
escalated became much more serious and urgent
fundamentalist a person with strict and uncompromising religious beliefs
Genocide the attempted systematic killing of an entire national or ethnic group
globalisation the idea that, through improved communications and increased international and multinational 
trade, the significance of national borders is reduced as the world becomes one global marketplace
guerrilla a member of an irregular military force that avoids fighting pitched battles, adopting tactics such as 
harassing the enemy, sabotage, and cutting communications and supply lines
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 3.12 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly.  

 Multiple choice quiz  

 Short answer quiz 
1.    Name the fi ve permanent members of the United Nations Security Council.  
2.   What was the most deadly weapon used during World War II?  
3.   Name three countries where Australia has sent peacekeeping troops.  
4.   What was INTERFET?  
5.   Who was the Australian prime minister who called on the United States to aid Australia during World War II?  
6.   What was the Cold War?  
7.   Name two security treaties Australia signed during the 1950s.  
8.   Agents from which country were involved in the Petrov affair?  
9.   What was the domino theory?  

10.   What is a weapon of mass destruction?  
11.    What is the name of the main opposition leader in Burma?  
12.   Explain what is meant by the term  sustainability .  
13.    Where is Australia ranked according to the Human 

Development Index (HDI)?   

 Apply your understanding 
14.     Compare the computer from the 1950s pictured   in   

Source 1 in subtopic 3.10 with the computer in 
 Source 1  in this spread. Describe the changes that have 
occurred. How have these changes infl uenced our 
lifestyle?   

15.    Do you believe protests, such as the one shown in 
 Source 2 , have helped to effect change and infl uence the 
opinions of governments and people?    

house arrest confi nement to your place of residence rather than prison 
infl ation increase in the general level of prices for goods and services
ideologies sets of beliefs that provide the basis of political systems
Ku Klux Klan a racist American secret society that uses violence and intimidation to achieve its goal of white 
supremacy
martial law a body of laws imposed by the military rather than civil authority
militias a group of armed civilians who may be part-time or temporary soldiers
napalm a highly fl ammable, sticky jelly used in incendiary bombs and fl amethrowers
naval blockade naval action to close down or restrict access to an area or country by sea
satellite states country dependent on and dominated by a more powerful country
terrorism the use of violence, especially against civilians, to achieve political ends
terrorists people who resort to terrorism
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization) a UN body tasked with promoting 
peace and security through international cooperation in the fi elds of education, science and culture
war crimes crimes committed during war that violate the accepted rules of war,often performed against 
civilian noncombatants
war on terror international military campaign led by the US against terrorist groups and states alleged to 
support them

   SOURCE 1  The iPad, a powerful tablet 
computer, is an example of how rapidly 
computer technology is advancing. 
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SOURCE 2 A women’s peace protest in 1984 outside Greenham 
Common air base, in England, where US nuclear-armed cruise 
missiles were deployed. The right to protest as a legitimate form 
of political expression has been a significant social and political 
development since World War II.

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 Try out this interactivity: The modern world and Australia since 1945 timeline 

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 3.8: Crossword 

 Worksheet 3.9: Summing up

 Worksheet 3.10: Reflection

 RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this topic several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to answer 
these questions.
1. How did the outcomes of World War II influence the modern world?
2. How did conflict and cooperation across the world change during the twentieth century?
3. What are some of the significant global events and forces that shaped the twentieth century?
4. How has Australia reacted to these? How has Australian society been affected by the significant global 

events and changes of this period?
5. How is the world now a better place than it was before World War II? What still needs to be improved?UNCORRECTED P
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