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          DEPTH STUDY 2: RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

 TOPIC 4 
Rights and freedoms 
(1945-present) 

  4.1   Overview  
 Numerous  videos  and  interactivities  are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic. 

   SOURCE 1  The government’s ‘Intervention’ in the Northern Territory: a necessary step to protect children 
or racial discrimination? This photograph, taken in 2007, shows Bagot (Darwin) council chairman James 
Gaykamangu speaking against the policy at the National Day of Action. 
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 4.1.1 Links with our times 
 On 15 June 2007 the Board of Inquiry into the 
Protection of Aboriginal Children from Sexual 
Abuse released a report titled  Little Children Are 
Sacred , which indicated that child sexual abuse 
was rampant in many remote Indigenous com-
munities. The Howard government responded 
by suspending the  Racial Discrimination Act  in 
relation to these communities and announcing 
emergency measures designed to protect Indig-
enous children. The Northern Territory Emer-
gency Response (NTER) included sending 
soldiers and police into the Northern Territory, 
banning alcohol and restricting the ways in 
which community members could spend their 
welfare cheques (a practice known as income 
management). The ‘Intervention’, as it came 
to be known, was supported by the Australian 
Labor Party but caused controversy within the 
wider Australian community. 
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   SOURCE 2  A timeline of the struggle for rights and 
freedoms (1945–present) 

 Big questions 
 As you work through this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer these 
questions: 
1.    What rights and freedoms have Indigenous 

Australians fought for since 1945?  
2.   How have the struggles of Indigenous Australians 

been similar to, and different from, other fi ghts for 
civil rights around the world?  

3.   Which Indigenous leaders have led the 
struggle for rights and freedoms?  

4.   How has government policy helped and 
hindered this struggle?  

5.   What challenges do Australia’s Indigenous 
people face today?   

 Starter questions 
1.    What do you know about Australia’s 

Indigenous communities? List any facts you 
can think of.  

2.   What were the biggest changes to 
Indigenous Australians’ way of life when 
the country was settled in 1788?  

3.   Have you read a book or watched a fi lm that 
depicted the struggles faced by Australia’s 
Indigenous people since 1945? If so, what 
sort of struggle did this portray?  

4.   Which individuals and organisations can you 
approach to learn more about Australia’s 
Indigenous community today?   
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Supporters claimed that such strict measures were required to protect children within remote communities 
while others claimed that it was a racist policy and another ‘invasion’ of Indigenous lands. 

 The complexities of this issue highlight many of the diffi culties that still accompany decisions made by 
the Australian government in relation to the country’s Indigenous peoples.     

  4.2  How do we know about struggles for rights 
and freedoms? 
 4.2.1 Examining the evidence 
 It has been said that history is written by the victors. It is no surprise, then, that until the latter half of 
the twentieth century the voices of Indigenous Australians were noticeably absent from discussions about 
Australian history. As Indigenous Australians began to attend university, become published as authors and 
journalists, and contribute to the entertainment industry, many formerly untold stories emerged. Today it is 
possible to access reports, commentary and stories that encompass a wide range of Indigenous experiences. 
Many of these focus on the struggle for rights and freedoms. 

 Indigenous perspectives 
 The views of non-Indigenous people, such as academics and journalists, about the Indigenous experience 
can only ever be second-hand. To fi nd primary evidence about what it is like to be an Indigenous Australian, 
we must consult Indigenous people. In some cases, this may mean listening to oral histories; in other cases, 
we may have access to written accounts. Not all Indigenous perspectives on the fi ght for rights and freedoms 
relate to times past; some fi ghts, such as land rights and the fi ght for equality, continue to this day. A story 
told by a person can reveal a lot, not only about the events in their lives, but about their thoughts, feelings 
and hopes for the future. All of these may add to our understanding of such a complex issue.  

  SOURCE 1  In 1999, at the 50th Anniversary of Australian Citizenship Conference, ATSIC Commissioner Colin 
Dillon talked about his experience as an Indigenous Australian and police offi cer during the mid 1960s. 

 On entering police training in 1965, two years before the referendum, I found it frightening to realise that I was 
the only Aboriginal person on the police force. The only others were the Black Trackers, universally regarded as 
inferior with no police powers. 

 It was conveyed to me — informally but very bluntly — that I had entered the wrong profession, that there 
was no place for a black man as a sworn offi cer in an all-white police force. I persevered and endured the 
unfettered  racism and hard training and was eventually formally sworn in as a Constable. 

 Yet even as I stood in the parade that day for the ceremonial swearing in of constables — a moment that 
should have been the proudest in my life — I remember the Commissioner as he made his inspection. On 
coming to me he commented to the parade Sergeant ‘He’s a bit on the dark side.’ 

 My troubles continued — not only was I not wanted within the Police Force but my chosen profession and 
its associated tasks  alienated  me from my own people. Even the enactment of the Racial Discrimination Act in 
1975 offered no respite, as it would have been sheer  folly  to formally complain in a work environment that quite 
openly tolerated racial and discriminatory practices. 

Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au  

 �    Indigenous rights   
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Popular films
Although Indigenous Australians have 
been depicted in films since the 1920s, 
many early portrayals were stereotyp-
ical, portraying them as ‘savages’. By 
the mid 1950s a more balanced por-
trayal emerged in Jedda, in which an 
Indigenous girl raised by Europeans 
sought to rediscover her roots. In 
the 1970s, films such as Walkabout 
and Stormboy depicted Indigenous 
people as helpful and knowledgeable 
about the land. In 1978 Indigenous 
filmmaker Essie Coffey released My 
Life as an Aboriginal, in which she 
demonstrated the differences between 
Indigenous knowledge and the kind of 
knowledge that Indigenous kids were 
getting in school. Coffey’s film raised 
awareness about the number of Indig-
enous kids losing touch with their heritage. Since the 1980s depictions of Indigenous people on screen 
have been more well rounded, while films such as Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) and documentaries such as 
First Australians (2008) have explored the difficult and often violent struggle for survival that Indigenous 
people have endured.

Political commentary
Since Australia was settled, politicians 
have been involved in designing poli-
cies concerning Indigenous people. They 
have justified these policies in Parliament 
and in the press. This has led to com-
mentary by those who are ‘in the know’, 
including political insiders, journalists 
and cartoonists. It is a commentator’s job 
to cut through the rhetoric, highlighting 
important or controversial aspects of the 
politician’s position in a way that will be 
accessible to the public.

Official documentation
The international fight for rights and 
freedoms was formalised in 1948 with 
the signing by many countries, Australia 
included, of the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Today the UN reports on the 
degree to which countries are adhering to the Declaration. A negative assessment from the United Nations 
carries great weight within the international community.

SOURCE 2 Many Indigenous children, particularly those with one 
European parent, were forcibly removed from their families, and 
raised in institutions or by white families. The film Rabbit-Proof 
Fence (2002) tells the story of three such children, Mollie, Gracie 
and Daisy, in Western Australia.

SOURCE 3 Throughout his prime ministership, John Howard 
adhered to a positive view of Australian history and refused 
to acknowledge the pain caused to Indigenous people by 
previous governments, particularly in relation to the Stolen 
Generations.
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SOURCE 4 In 2010 the UN’s Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, James Anaya, finished 
an 11-day tour of Australia and made his conclusions available to the United Nations. While he praised certain 
aspects of the way Australia had dealt with its Indigenous population, he was highly critical of the ongoing 
Intervention.

During my time in Australia, I have been impressed with demonstrations of strong and vibrant Indigenous 
cultures and have been inspired by the strength, resilience and vision of Indigenous communities determined 
to move toward a better future despite having endured tremendous suffering at the hands of historical forces 
and entrenched racism. It is clear that these historical forces continue to make their presence known today, 
manifesting themselves in serious disparities between Indigenous and non-Indigenous parts of society, 
including in terms of life expectancy, basic health, education, unemployment, incarceration, children placed 
under care and protection orders, and access to basic services.

Given these disparities, the Government has developed and implemented a number of important initiatives 
in order to ‘close the gap’ of Indigenous disadvantage within a wide range of social and economic areas, 
with a stated emphasis on women and children, and these programmes must continue to be improved and 
strengthened. I would also like to stress that I have learned of numerous programmes in place by Indigenous 
authorities and organisations at the local, regional and national levels that have been working effectively to 
address the many problems that their communities face. Aspects of the Government’s initiatives to remedy 
situations of Indigenous disadvantage, however, raise concerns. Of particular concern is the Northern Territory 
Emergency Response …

4.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. How can we find primary evidence about what it was like to be an Indigenous Australian?
2. How have Indigenous Australians been depicted in films in the past?
3. When was the international fight for rights formalised with the signing of the United Nations’ Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights?
4. In 1978 Indigenous filmmaker Essie Coffey released My Life as an Aboriginal, in which she film raised 

awareness about the number of Aboriginal kids losing touch with their heritage. What is meant by the term 
heritage?

Apply your understanding
5. Source 1 presents an Indigenous perspective on a particular event — the swearing-in ceremony for police 

constables.
(a) What scared Colin Dillon about joining the police force in 1965? What problems did he face after 

becoming a constable?
(b) Write three questions you would most like to ask Colin Dillon about his time on the police force or his 

experiences since. Then answer them yourself, doing your best to imagine what his responses would be.
(c) Discuss with a partner what strategies Colin Dillon could have used to deal with racism in the workplace. 

Which of these do you think would have been the most successful and why?
6. What primary sources do you think the producers of Rabbit-Proof Fence (see Source 2) would have 

consulted when making the film? What different biases do you think such filmmakers would need to guard 
against to ensure their depiction of events was factual?

7. In a movie that depicts an important historical event or period, is it more important to be factually correct or 
to tell a good story? Discuss this question as a class.

8. What statement is the cartoonist trying to make in Source 3? What visuals support this message? Is it an 
effective statement? Why or why not?

9. In Source 4, UN representative James Anaya praises certain aspects of Australia’s treatment of Indigenous 
people, and criticises others. What are they?

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



132 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c04RightsAndFreedoms.indd Page 132 26/07/17  9:04 PM

4.3 A day of mourning, 1938
4.3.1 Creating a movement
26 January 1938 was the 150th anniversary 
of the day Captain Arthur Phillip planted 
the British flag at Port Jackson. All six state 
premiers had arrived in Sydney; the finishing 
touches were being put on 120 street floats, and 
the crowds were gathering as the city prepared 
for a spectacular show. Having been denied 
access to Sydney Town Hall, Indigenous activ-
ists and community members, led by William 
Cooper and Jack Patten, walked in silent pro-
test to Australia Hall, which they had to enter 
via the back door. So began Australia Day 
1938: for the country’s mostly white popula-
tion, this was a day to celebrate; for Indigenous 
Australians, it was a day of mourning.

In the months leading up to January 1938, 
Jack Patten, the first president of the Abo-
rigines’ Progressive Association (APA), and 
William Cooper, secretary for the Australian 
Aborigines League, had visited missions and reserves to gain support for the Day of Mourning protest. 
Patten had also worked with William Ferguson, founder of the APA, to put together a 12-page document 
entitled ‘Aborigines Claim Citizenship Rights’, which ran in many national newspapers. Despite wide-
spread support for the event within the Indigenous community, only about one hundred people would 
attend, because Australian law forbade Indigenous people from gathering to protest. Despite the printed 
warning that ‘Aborigines and persons of Aboriginal blood only are invited to attend’, four non-Indigenous 
people attended the gathering. Two were police officers; the others were representatives from Man Maga-
zine, who would document the day’s events for a story entitled ‘Aborigines Meet, Mourn while White-Man 
Nation Celebrates’.

4.3.2 A 10-point plan
As the Day of Mourning protest began, telegrams of support from around Australia were read out. Then 
Jack Patten read the following resolution (see Source 3):

During the protest, the group discussed the brutal treatment of Indigenous people by the Aboriginal 
Protection Board and the unfair removal of children from the reserves, as well as the need for equal rights. 
The protest culminated in the formation and approval of a 10-point plan for equality. The plan outlined the 
importance of giving Indigenous people full citizenship status, as well as access to education, health ser-
vices and employment. The plan also demanded that Indigenous people be allowed to own property, pos-
sess a bank account and receive a pension — rights automatically granted to Australia’s white population. 
The day ended with members of the protest walking to La Perouse, one of the original landing spots for the 
First Fleet, where they released funeral wreaths into the sea.

SOURCE 1 As dignitaries watched on, Indigenous 
people, brought to Sydney especially for the event, 
re-enact the landing of the First Fleet at Farm Cove 150 
years earlier.

Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW. Call no. Home & 
Away — 17963

We, representing the Aborigines of Australia … on the … 150th anniversary of the whitemen’s seizure of our 
country, hereby make protest against the callous treatment of our people … and we appeal to the Australia 
nation of today … for … full citizen status and equality within the community.
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Following the success of the Day of Mourning protest, a delegation of 20 Indigenous people led by Jack 
Patten and William Ferguson presented the Australian prime minister, Joseph Lyons, with the 10-point plan 
for equality. Despite the prime minister’s willingness to listen to the delegation, it would take another 30 years 
and another generation of activists before Indigenous people would even be counted in the national census.

SOURCE 4 Following the Day of Mourning, Australia’s Indigenous community began publishing its first 
newspaper, Abo Call, edited by Jack Patten.

To all Aborigines!
“The Abo Call” is our own paper.

It has been established to present the case for Aborigines, from the point of view of the Aborigines 
themselves.

This paper has nothing to do with missionaries, or anthropologists, or with anybody who looks down on 
Aborigines as an “inferior” race.

We are NOT an inferior race, we have merely been refused the chance of education that whites receive. “The 
Abo Call” will show that we do not want to go back to the Stone Age.

Representing 60 000 Full Bloods and 20 000 Halfcastes in Australia, we raise our voice to ask for Education, 
Equal Opportunity, and Full Citizen Rights.

“The Abo Call” will be published once a month. Price 3d [3 pence].
The Editor asks all Aborigines and Halfcastes to support the paper, by buying it and also by acting as agents 

for sale to white friends and supporters.

4.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What examples of inequality between white Australians and Indigenous Australians were evident on Australia 

Day 1938?
2. Name three things that Indigenous activists wanted the government to change in 1938.
3. Why did Indigenous activists release funeral wreaths into the sea following their protest?

SOURCE 2 The Day of Mourning was the first 
organised civil rights protest by Indigenous 
Australians. Two of the day’s organisers, William 
Ferguson and Jack Patten, are pictured at far left 
and right respectively.

SOURCE 3 APA President Jack Patten (right) 
reads the resolution.

Mitchell Library, State Library of NSW. Call no. 
MLQ 059/9
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4.4 The Stolen Generations
4.4.1 From ‘protection’ to assimilation
During the 1800s the colonial authorities believed that a protection system was the best way to look after 
Indigenous Australians. This meant setting up special communities for them where they could farm the 
land and live off the produce. But Indigenous people were traditionally nomadic, and many could not get 
used to this new way of life. The Aborigines Protection Act 1909 gave the authorities licence to ‘provide 
for the custody, maintenance and education of the children of aborigines’. By 1911 the Northern Territory, 
along with all states except Tasmania, had given the Board of Protection control over Indigenous people. 
The Board was also made the legal guardian of all Indigenous children. Enforcing this legislation was left 
to ‘protectors’, who were usually police officers. Those children who were taken from their families would 
become known as the ‘Stolen Generations’.

Governments believed the best way to ensure that Indigenous children (especially those of mixed descent) 
were assimilated into European society was to remove them — forcibly, if necessary — from their families 
and raise them in institutions or foster homes. Paul Hasluck, who was appointed Federal Minister for Terri-
tories in 1951, articulated the thinking behind this strategy: ‘Assimilation means, in practical terms, that, in 

SOURCE 1 An extract from the 1989 book Wanamurraganya: The Story of Jack McPhee. The narrator is being 
shown around a compound for Indigenous children.

‘This part is called the compound,’ he told me, ‘there’s the church, sewing room, dormitories where they keep 
all the kids, store, you’ve seen the office and the hospital.’

‘Whose kids are they?’
‘Anybody’s. Some got their names changed. You know whitefellas, if they can’t get their tongue around your 

name they call you something else. No one be able to find these kids now.’
I was thinking to myself, to take a child from its mother is a cruel thing. The mother has given the life, 

suffered for it, it’s not right that life is taken from her.
‘When a family comes in,’ said Jack, ‘the kids live in dormitories, others down in the camp.’ …
‘Jeez, Jack, is this a prison?’
He laughed. ‘Trackers here too. Bring you back if you run away.’
‘Can’t you do something?’
‘Who will listen, brother? Boss reads all the mail that goes out and comes in.’

Apply your understanding
4. Based on Sources 1 and 2, how did white Australia view Indigenous people in 1938? How did Indigenous 

people view themselves?
5. Examine the introduction to Abo Call (see Source 4) and answer the following questions.

(a) What was the purpose of the paper? How can you tell?
(b) In what ways did Abo Call seek to challenge white preconceptions about Indigenous people?
(c) In what ways did it encourage Indigenous people to think of themselves?

6. Why do you think Indigenous activists such as William Ferguson, William Cooper and Jack Patten decided 
to use the theme of ‘mourning’ for 26 January 1938? How else could they have presented their protest to 
create a different effect? Do you think this would have been more or less effective than the protest they 
made?

7. Based on what you have read in this spread, would you consider the Day of Mourning a turning point for 
Indigenous Australians? Write 150 words explaining your position, then share it with a classmate.

8. What changes in politics and society do you think would need to have taken place before Indigenous people 
would be given citizenship? Are you surprised that gaining citizenship took almost 30 years after the Day of 
Mourning? Why or why not?
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the course of time, it is expected that all persons of aboriginal blood or mixed blood in Australia will live 
like other white Australians do.’

The Child Welfare Act 1939 had provided parents with the right to contest the removal of their children. 
However, with many Children’s Courts located far from the Indigenous communities from which the chil-
dren had been taken, and with no legal assistance provided for parents, it was extremely difficult for parents 
to get their children back. Once they had been removed, many Indigenous children were sexually exploited 
or physically abused, and were denied any contact with their families. Between 1910 and 1970 it is esti-
mated that 10–30 percent of Indigenous children were forcibly removed from their families in the name 
of assimilation. This means that many Indigenous families, from every state and territory, were directly 
affected by the forced removal of one or more children.

4.4.2 Preparing for a different life
At Kinchela Boys Home on the mid-north coast of New South Wales, Indigenous boys were taught to 
farm the land and operate heavy machinery such as tractors. Between 1924 and 1970, 600 boys were taken 
to Kinchela, where they were stripped of their names and given numbers instead, were forbidden from 
speaking their own language and were severely punished by the staff for disobedience. According to Cecil 
Bowden, a former resident, the most brutal punishment was being sent ‘down the line’: ‘They’d have to 
walk the line and 60 or 70 boys would have to punch them, punch that person as hard as they could, just to 
satisfy those people who were running the home.’

The Cootamundra Domestic Training Home 
for Aboriginal Girls was the destination for 
generations of Indigenous girls removed from 
their families between 1911 and 1969. The 
girls would stay at Cootamundra in the South 
West Slopes region of New South Wales until 
the age of 14, when they would be sent to work 
as domestic servants in the homes and farms 
of New South Wales’ middle class. Once in 
domestic service, many girls became pregnant, 
only to have their own children removed and 
placed with white families.

SOURCE 2 An extract from the Bringing Them Home report. Rose lost contact with her brothers and sisters in 
1958, when she was nine years old.

The kids was glad to see Mum and Dad at court. They were jumping all over them. Glad to see them. When 
the Welfare took the kids off Mum and Dad they were holding out their arms trying to stay with Mum and Dad. 
Everyone was crying sad. Sad. Sad. After the kids had gone to the home Mum and Dad hit the grog hard as 
they had done everything in their power and in their hearts to keep us away from the (predators) the Welfare. 
But they sniffed us out of the bush like dogs.

My parents couldn’t handle the trauma of not having the closest warmth loving caring family we were. They 
separated. My Mum went one way; my Dad went his way.

And I was 9 years of age left to go my way. I didn’t know anyone. So I lived with Koori families who took me 
in. And in return I would look after their kids while they went picking just so I had some sort of family caring. I 
done this for years. Still not knowing where my brothers and sisters were. I tried hard to find them but couldn’t.

The families that took me in I have a lot of respect for them because they tried to mend a 9 year old’s broken 
heart …

SOURCE 3 Residents of the Cootamundra Domestic 
Training Home for Aboriginal Girls
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4.5 The fight for civil rights beyond Australia’s 
borders
4.5.1 International agreements
In the 1940s many of the rights and freedoms 
enjoyed by white people in settler nations such 
as America and Australia were not shared by 
the nations’ minorities. To many people this 
seemed wrong, but it would be the mid 1950s 
before leaders would emerge to challenge this 
widespread inequity and mistreatment. They 
were part of the civil rights movement. This 
movement would build during the 1960s, gen-
erating a worldwide demand for change.

On 10 December 1948 the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights (UDHR), an inter-
national agreement that outlined the rights and 
freedoms that should be accorded to all people. 
As a founding member of the UN, Australia 

4.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why were Indigenous children taken from their families? Give as many reasons as you can.
2. Why was it so difficult for Indigenous parents to contest the removal of their children?
3. Explain the concept of ‘assimilation’ in your own words.

Apply your understanding
4. It is the morning after four Indigenous children have escaped from the compound described in Source 1. 

Work in small groups to research and discuss what might happen to the children still in the compound.
5. From the clues provided in Rose’s story (see Source 2), why do you believe her brothers and sisters were 

removed? Why do you think she may have been left behind? Which people were directly or indirectly 
affected in a negative way by the welfare workers’ decision to remove Rose’s brothers and sisters from the 
family?

6. The girls pictured in Source 3 were being prepared specifically for domestic work. What does this suggest 
about the sorts of jobs that the Aboriginal Protection Board believed Indigenous children were best suited 
for?

7. You have been asked to design a museum exhibit about the Stolen Generations. What objects will you 
include? Using your library and the internet for reference, either draw or collect pictures of your selected 
objects, together with a descriptive label explaining why each is significant.

8. Imagine you are a nine-year-old Indigenous girl or boy and have just been taken into the custody of the 
state. Which do you think would be hardest to leave behind: your family, your language or your culture? 
Explain your choice.

9. Why do you think the estimated numbers between one in three and one in ten?
10. Who do you think was more fortunate, the girls in Cootamundra or the girls left behind, such as Rose? 

Explain your view, using information and quotes from this spread.

SOURCE 1 A photograph of Eleanor Roosevelt holding 
the Declaration of Human Rights
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played a prominent role in establishing the Declaration under the guidance of Dr Herbert Vere Evatt, who 
became the president of the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. Dr Evatt, a former High Court 
judge, Attorney General and Minister for External Affairs, was known for defending civil liberties. The 
Declaration began by recognising that ‘the inherent dignity and the equal and  inalienable  rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world’. Although it 
was not a  treaty , the Declaration was seen as an international call for civil rights.    

 4.5.2 The Montgomery bus boycott 
 On 1 December 1955 an African-American seamstress named Rosa Parks sat halfway down a bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, just behind the section reserved for white passengers (see  Source 3 ). When a white man 
got on the bus, the driver asked her to stand to make room for him, but Rosa Parks politely refused. ‘When 
I made that decision,’ she said later, ‘I knew that I had the strength of my ancestors with me.’ 

 For her refusal to give up her seat, Rosa Parks was arrested and charged with breaking the segregation 
laws. At the time, the African-American community made up the majority of Montgomery’s bus passen-
gers. Sparked by Rosa Parks’ defi ance, they began to refuse to take the bus. The boycott lasted 381 days 
until the politicians caved in and abolished the bus segregation laws.  

 4.5.3 ‘All we wanted to do was go to school’ 
 On 17 May 1954 the US Supreme Court had ruled that segregation of public schools was  unconstitutional . 
Later that year the Little Rock, Arkansas, school board had agreed to gradually desegregate its schools. 
Desegregation began on the fi rst day of the school year, 1957. That morning, the nine African-American 
students enrolled at Little Rock Central High, thereafter known as the ‘Little Rock Nine’, were met by an 
angry mob, 1200 soldiers sent to the school for their protection and the world’s media. 

  SOURCE 2  Eleanor Roosevelt became the First Lady of the United States when her husband, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, was elected president in 1933. An author and activist in her own right, Eleanor Roosevelt was a US 
delegate to the United Nations General Assembly from 1945 to 1952, and played a crucial role in developing the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 Where, after all, do human rights begin? In small places — close to home — so close and so small that they 
cannot be seen on any maps of the world. Such are the places where every man, woman and child seeks equal 
justice, equal opportunity, and equal dignity, without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, 
they have little meaning anywhere. 

  SOURCE 3  This excerpt from the Montgomery City Code refers to segregation of black and white people on 
the buses, which was the basis of Rosa Parks’ protest. 

  Sec. 10. Separation of races — Required.  
 Every person operating a bus line in the city shall provide equal but separate accommodations for white people 
and negroes on his buses, by requiring the employees in charge thereof to assign passengers seats on the 
vehicle under their charge in such manner as to separate the white people from the negroes, where there are 
both white and negroes on the same car; provided, however, that negro nurses having in charge white children 
or sick or infi rm white persons, may be assigned seats among white people. 

 Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the operators of such bus lines from separating the 
races by means of separate vehicles if they see fi t. 

Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au  

 � Civil rights movements
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During the year she attended Little Rock Central High, Minnijean Brown Trickey was verbally abused, 
pushed down the stairs and spat on. Not all the white students were hostile towards the new arrivals, but 
those who showed them kindness were liable to be beaten up themselves. Later she would recall, ‘There 
were 100 bad kids and 1900 silent witnesses’. Her story, and 
those of the other eight students, would go on to inspire a 
generation of black Americans.

Looking back on her year at Little Rock Central High, 
Minnijean Brown Trickey said, ‘History holds up a mirror 
showing the good things about us and the bad things about 
us. We have to choose. Do we want to be part of the mob 
attacking children or the children walking with dignity?’

4.5.4 Dr Martin Luther King Jr and the importance of non-violent 
protest
The Montgomery bus boycott had been organ-
ised by the Montgomery Improvement Associa-
tion. Made up of ministers and activists, the group 
was led by a charismatic young civil rights cam-
paigner named Martin Luther King Jr. His philos-
ophy was simple: anything could be achieved by 
using non-violent resistance, so long as you could 
convince enough people to join the cause.

This philosophy was based on both his training 
as a minister and his interest in the work of 
Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi, whose non-violent 
protests had successfully challenged the British 
and won independence in India. Dr King summed 
up his philosophy by suggesting that ‘the Chris-
tian doctrine of love operating through the Gan-
dhian method of non-violence was one of the most 
potent weapons available to oppressed people in their struggle for freedom’. One of Dr King’s most well 
known actions was the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (1963), where he delivered his most 
famous speech, remembered by the words, ‘I have a dream …’

4.5.5 The Black Power movement
After being arrested for the twenty-seventh time, black activist Stokely Carmichael made a speech that 
would become known as the ‘Black Power speech’, in which he urged African Americans to ‘unite, to 
recognize their heritage, and to build a sense of community’. In his book Black Power: the Politics of 

SOURCE 4 On 4 September 1957 the 
Little Rock Nine attended their first day 
of school. This simple act would change 
America forever.

DID YOU KNOW?
Racism is based on the belief that a person’s race 
determines their ability and attributes, and that some 
people are inherently inferior to others. In the 1930s Hitler 
invoked racist theories to justify his persecution of the 
Jewish people. The same theories were used to justify racial 
segregation in the United States, South Africa and Australia.

SOURCE 5 Dr Martin Luther King Jr (centre) in 
the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
August 1963
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Liberation (1967) he outlined his case against white America, describing their treatment of African Ameri-
cans as based on ‘overt’ and ‘covert’ racism.

This sentiment struck a chord with many young African Americans, who were frustrated by the slow 
pace of change and scorned the path of non-violent resistance. They wanted to take direct action against 
the people and institutions that oppressed them. The most militant group to emerge from this movement 
was the Black Panther Party. Founded in October 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, the Panthers 
set out a list of 10 demands. Most related to the practical necessities required in order to improve the daily 
lives of African Americans. But they began their list with a demand that would mirror that made by Indig-
enous Australians in the years to come: ‘We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our 
black and oppressed communities.’

4.5.6 The South African Springboks tour ‘down under’
While countries such as the United States sought to integrate their black and white communities, South 
Africa clung steadfastly to its discriminatory segregation policies.

At the turn of the twentieth century South Africa’s Afrikaners (descended mainly from Dutch settlers) 
fought the English for independence during the Boer War. After winning the war, they entered into a 
power-sharing arrangement with the English. When the right-wing National Party won power in the late 
1940s, they declared a state of apartheid, officially separating white and black people within the country. 
In 1953 the government passed two laws that gave their police the authority to declare a state of emer-
gency if the black population refused to follow certain rules. In 1960, members of the black population of 
Sharpeville refused to carry their passes; the police responded by killing 69 protesters and injuring almost 
200 more.

Australians were well aware of the brutal 
realities of apartheid when the South African 
national rugby team, the Springboks, announced 
they would be touring the country in 1971. 
Protesters attempted to blockade the matches 
and disrupt them from the stands, leading 
Queensland’s state premier to declare a state 
of emergency. During the protests, more than 
700 Australians were arrested. However, they 
had achieved their aim: to South Africa, and 
the world’s media, it was clear that hostility 
towards South Africa’s official policy of racial 
discrimination was building.

SOURCE 6 Stokely Carmichael coined the term ‘Black Power’. In this excerpt from Black Power: the Politics 
of Liberation, written by Carmichael and Charles V. Hamilton in 1967, he describes the process by which black 
Americans are ‘kept down’ individually and institutionally.

Racism is both overt and covert. It takes two, closely related forms: individual whites acting against individual 
blacks, and acts by the total white community against the black community. We call these individual racism 
and institutional racism. The first consists of overt acts by individuals, which cause death, injury or the violent 
destruction of property … The second type is less overt, far more subtle, less identifiable in terms of specific 
individuals committing the acts. But it is no less destructive of human life. The second type originates in the 
operation of established and respected forces in the society, and thus receives far less public condemnation 
than the first type.

SOURCE 7 Australian protesters disrupt a rugby match 
featuring the visiting South African team in 1971.
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  4.6  Personality study: Albert Namatjira 
 4.6.1 Early life 
 The life of Albert Namatjira, one of Australia’s best-known artists and certainly the best-known Indigenous 
artist of his day, stands as a testament to the failed policy of assimilation. From early success in the art 
world, Albert’s dual identity would lead to frustration, imprisonment and his untimely death. 

Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au  

 �          Politics and sport   

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 4.2: Civil rights around the world  

    RESOURCES  — ONLINE ONLY

 4.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why was Rosa Parks arrested in 1955?  
2.   What resulted from her arrest and the subsequent boycott?  
3.   Why was the fi rst day of school in 1957 such an important day for Little Rock, Arkansas?   

 Apply your understanding 
4.     Source 2  is a quote from one of the United Nations’ most highly regarded statespersons, Eleanor 

Roosevelt. What does this quote mean, who does it seem to be aimed at, and in what way could its 
message be seen to be refl ected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?  

5.   The Montgomery City Code (see  Source 3 ) claimed to offer ‘separate but equal’ treatment to white and 
black passengers. What other words and phrases in this source might be said to contradict this claim?  

6.   Examine  Source 5  and answer the following. 
(a)    What were these protesters aiming to achieve?  
(b)   What examples of non-violent protest are evident?  
(c)   What role do white people appear to be playing in the protest?    

7.   Using  Source 6  as a basis, explain the difference between overt and covert racism. Which examples, 
described in this spread, might fi t under each heading?  

8.    Source 7  presents a very different sort of protest from that depicted in  Source 5 . What are the potential 
advantages and disadvantages of each style of protest?  

9.   Imagine you are one of the Little Rock Nine or one of their classmates. Write 500 words describing your 
fi rst day at school and the responses of those people you see around you. You may need to conduct more 
research about the event before you begin.  

10.   From your reading about Australia’s treatment of its Indigenous population so far, which type of racism 
(overt or covert) do you believe may have been more prevalent here in the 1950s and 1960s? Explain your 
position.  

11.   Is it right to turn a sporting event, such as the Springbok tour of 1971, into a political event? Discuss your 
views with a classmate and see if you can come to an agreement.   
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Born on the Hermannsburg Mission near Alice Springs in 1902 to Aranda parents, Albert was raised as 
a Christian and attended the mission school. Early on he showed a passion for art, sketching what he saw 
around him — the cattle yard, the stockmen and their horses, and the hunters searching for game. In 1935 
he was presented with a set of watercolour paints by the Mission Superintendent and created a double-sided 
painting of a fleeing kangaroo, which he presented to Mr Wallent of the Lutheran Mission Board. He signed 
the artwork not with his own name but 
with the words, ‘This is my first painting’.

It was when the artist Rex Battarbee 
visited the mission in 1936 that Namatjira 
would begin to study the craft of painting 
in earnest. Battarbee and his colleague 
John Gardner had already visited the mis-
sion to exhibit watercolours based on the 
area; it had been the first time the Aranda 
had seen their own world depicted in any-
thing other than the reds, yellows, whites 
and blacks that they had been painting 
with for millennia. Now Namatjira 
approached Battarbee with a proposition, 
offering to become the artist’s ‘camelboy’ 
in return for painting lessons.

4.6.2 Fame and fortune
Despite his upbringing on the mission, Namatjira still maintained many of his connections with the Aranda 
people. This gave him access to people and places never before captured for a white audience. Under the 
guidance of Rex Battarbee, Namatjira created watercolour landscapes in rich hues, capturing the unique 
beauty of the arid centre. In 1938 Battarbee curated Namatjira’s first solo show in Melbourne. Other shows 
followed in Adelaide and Sydney. Soon prints of the artist’s work adorned the walls of homes around the 
country. The money Namatjira earned allowed him to buy a truck and other goods, all of which he shared 
with his extended Aranda family.

SOURCE 1 Mount Sonder MacDonnell Ranges is typical of 
Namatjira’s landscape watercolours.

SOURCE 2 To many people, Namatjira was the 
model of what assimilation could be: an Indigenous 
man who maintained his connection with his tribe 
but was able to thrive within white society.

SOURCE 3 Namatjira, now a famous artist, signs 
autographs for a white audience.
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 4.6.3 Becoming a citizen 
 Having achieved fi nancial success through his painting, 
Namatjira was now a feature of Australia’s artistic land-
scape. He was photographed with politicians and other 
dignitaries, and bought his fi rst suit in 1954 in preparation 
for meeting the Queen. In 1957 Albert and his wife were 
among a handful of Indigenous people not to be listed as 
wards of the state, essentially making them Australian cit-
izens. This opened up opportunities for Namatjira to vote, 
buy land and build a home. However, Namatjira’s citizen-
ship would eventually lead to his downfall. 

 4.6.4 Crime and punishment  
 In August 1958 Namatjira was one of many Aranda people 
to attend a party. As an Australian citizen, Namatjira’s 
behaviour was not governed by the same laws as his kin-
folk. When he shared a bottle of rum with a relative named 
Henoch Raberaba, he was technically breaking the law by 
supplying a ward of the state with alcohol. Later that night 
a fi ght broke out and a young woman was killed. The con-
sumption of alcohol was linked to her death. Namatjira was 
arrested soon after and charged with supplying liquor to 
members of the tribe. 

 The response from Australia’s Indigenous and non-In-
digenous population was one of shock. Here was one of 
Australia’s best-known artists being tried for sharing a 
drink with his family. Although he would spend only three 
months in prison, when Namatjira was released he had lost 
interest in painting and his health deteriorated rapidly. He 
died less than a year later.   

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 In 1954, as Albert Namatjira prepared to meet Queen Elizabeth II, Indigenous people living in makeshift housing, 
or ‘shanty towns’, along the Goulburn River were hidden from her view. 

 4.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    In what ways was Albert Namatjira assimilated into the white community?  
2.   In what ways did he preserve his Indigenous heritage?  
3.   Why was his style of painting considered so unusual at the time?  
4.   In what ways was Australian citizenship a mixed blessing for Albert Namatjira?   

SOURCE 4 This portrait of Albert 
Namatjira, painted by William Dargie just 
three years before the artist’s death, won 
the Archibald Prize in 1956.

William Dargie Australia 1912–2003 Portrait of Albert 
Namatjira 1956 Oil on canvas 102.1 × 76.4 cm
Acc. 1:0743
Purchased 1957
Collection: Queensland Art Gallery
© Queensland Art Gallery
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  4.7  The Freedom Ride 
 4.7.1 Charles Perkins - activist 
 Indigenous Australians won the right to vote in 1962; even then they were not counted in the census and 
their affairs were still managed by the state governments. But growing awareness of human rights issues, 
specifi cally relating to racial discrimination, was beginning to turn the tide for Indigenous people in 
Australia. All the issue needed, it seemed, was a voice. 

 Charles Perkins was born in 1936 in the Alice Springs Telegraph Station Aboriginal Reserve. When he 
was 10, his mother arranged for him to be taken to an Anglican Boys’ Hostel in Adelaide to have, in his 
words, ‘the colour washed out of him’. His sporting talent as a soccer player opened doors of opportunity 
for him: in 1965 he became the fi rst Indigenous Australian to graduate from university. By then he was 
already a strong campaigner for Indigenous rights.  

 Inspired by a similar civil rights action in America, Perkins organised the Freedom Ride of 1965, in 
which a group of 30 white university students from Student Action for Aborigines (SAFA) would take a 
bus tour of outback New South Wales. The journey was intended to be a ‘study tour’ of race relations in 
Australia.  

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Examine  Sources 2  and  3 . Based on these photographs, and what you have read about the life of Albert 

Namatjira, describe his relationship with white Australians throughout this career.  
6.    Source 4  was painted at the height of Namatjira’s fame. What does the painting suggest about Namatjira, 

based on: 
(a)    his facial expression and body language  
(b)   what he is wearing  
(c)   the colours used both for Namatjira himself and for the background  
(d)   any other stylistic elements that you fi nd interesting?    

7.   For many people, the life of Albert Namatjira represents the failure of the assimilation policy. Explain why this 
may be, and give your own opinion on whether this is the case.  

8.   With a classmate, decide how a portrait of Namatjira painted in 1958 might have differed from that created 
by William Dargie in 1956. Explain your views.   

   SOURCE 1  As a young man, Charles Perkins 
regularly took the bus from Sydney University 
to his home in Bondi. This  iconic  image was 
captured by photojournalist Robert McFarlane 
in 1961, when Perkins was just beginning to 
gain attention for his activism. 

   SOURCE 2  The Freedom Riders prepare to set out in 
1965, unsure of what awaits them. 
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As the bus readied to leave on 12 February 1965, the Reverend Ted Noffs said a prayer: ‘Almighty God 
… we ask now that Thy blessing will rest upon these Australians as they journey out [and] endeavour to 
bring reconciliation and healing among people who have been divided because of the colour of their skin.’ 
Over the following two weeks, the group saw the desperate poverty and often unsanitary living conditions 
experienced by Indigenous people and witnessed the racial discrimination directed against them. In the town 
of Moree Indigenous children were banned from using the 
public swimming pool. In Bowraville the cinema was parti-
tioned. And in Walgett Indigenous veterans were allowed into 
the Returned Soldiers’ League only on Anzac Day.

A hostile reception
As they drove 2300 kilometres around New South Wales, the 
Freedom Riders were subjected to a number of attacks. In 
Moree white women jeered and spat at the female students, 
while Jim Spiegelman was hit by a local. Perkins was threat-
ened, punched in the back of the head and had an egg thrown 
down the back of his shirt. On a lonely country road, late at 
night, the students’ bus was rammed by a farmer. Despite 
the physical toll taken on many Freedom Riders, the trip 
was an enormous success, attracting national and interna-
tional media attention, and forcing Australians to confront 
the racial tensions and inequity that were still rife in many 
parts of the country. Perkins would later write, ‘What we 
gave Aboriginal people in the towns we visited was hope. 
We stirred their imagination, their desire for human rights.’

4.7.2 The legacy of the Freedom Ride
Charles Perkins’ commitment to the Australian community was recognised at various points in his 
life. He became the Jaycees Young Man of the Year in 1966 and Aborigine of the Year in 1993; he was 
awarded the Order of Australia in 1987. He was elected to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

TA S M A N

S E A

Grafton

Sydney

Newcastle

Warwick

Lismore

Taree

Orange

Dubbo

Moree

Glen Innes

Kempsey

Boggabilla

Walgett

Gulargambone

NEW   SOUTH   WALES

QUEENSLAND

SOURCE 3 Route map of the 1965 
Freedom Ride of New South Wales

SOURCE 4 Diary entry from the Freedom Ride, Wellington

Went to settlement outside reserve. Police warned us not to go into reserve. Interviewed about ten tin shacks 
of people. Most of us found the questionnaires unsuitable. Houses of tin, mud floors, very overcrowded, kids 
had eye diseases, had to cart water (very unhealthy) from river. People fairly easy to talk to, kids quite friendly. 
General picture of extreme poverty but not a great deal of social discrimination. Got seven interviews on the 
settlement just outside the reserve, and two in the town. General picture of scarcity of jobs. Mainly garden 
work, which is very seasonal. Average of three months for year out of work. Some working on a dam nearby. 
Some did shearing jobs. Did not encounter or hear of any women with jobs at all. Did not seem to know much 
about social services etc.

Lunch 1-30. Apparently Jim S and a few others came across some discrimination in a pub. An aboriginal 
was allowed in only because he was with us. The publican said he only prevented aborigines from coming in ‘if 
they were disorderly’. Charlie went in and there was some discussion between the barmaid and the publican 
before they served him. Some aborigines told us they had been kicked out of this pub, the ‘Courthouse’. Left 
Wellington and arrived in Dubbo about 6.30 pm. Had tea, went for a swim, then to the Dubbo hotel. We noticed 
a sign above the doorway of the halfway hotel — ‘Aborigines not allowed in the Lounge without the Licensee’s 
permission’. We didn’t do anything. Slept in the Methodist Church …UNCORRECTED P
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Commission (ATSIC), serving as its deputy 
chairman in 1994 and 1995, and remained com-
mitted to Indigenous activism until his death in 
October 2000.

Perkins was not the only Freedom Rider whose 
life would be dedicated to social justice. Jim Spiege-
lman would later become Chief Justice of the NSW 
Supreme Court. For his contribution to bringing 
about a fairer and more equitable society he would 
be appointed a Companion of the Order of Aus-
tralia. Former medical student Andrew Refshauge 
would become the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
The Freedom Ride itself was an important event in 
the fight for Indigenous rights and freedoms and 
inspired a number of further ‘freedom rides’.

SOURCE 5 In 2005, on the fortieth anniversary of 
Perkins’ Freedom Ride, the bus set out again, filled 
with around 30 students and supported by the 
group reconciliACTION, who hoped to investigate 
how far country Australia had come in improving 
race relations since 1965.

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 4.3: The Freedom Ride - impact

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

4.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What inspired Perkins to organise the bus ride in 1965?
2. In what ways was the Freedom Ride about ‘freedom’?
3. What else was the trip about? How can you tell?
4. What forms of resistance did the Freedom Riders encounter, and how did they combat them?

Apply your understanding
5. What aspects of Source 1 might have led to its becoming an iconic image of Charles Perkins? What other 

iconic images of Indigenous people have you seen? In what ways are they similar to, and different from, this 
image? Discuss in a small group to formulate your response.

6. Based on the body language and clothing worn by the students in Source 2, what words would you use to 
describe them? Do you think they were prepared for what they would find on their Freedom Ride? Explain 
your answer.

7. Using the same diary format as Source 4, write a short entry from the perspective of a Freedom Rider after 
visiting the town of Moree. Your diary entry should include events, thoughts and feelings.

8. Using your local library or the internet, find out as much as you can about one of the towns visited by the 
Freedom Riders, including information about the Indigenous population at the time of their visit. Why do you 
think the group might have chosen to visit this town, based on what you have learned? What do you think 
their impressions of the town would have been? How might the locals have responded to them? Justify your 
claims using evidence such as facts, figures and photographs.

9. Do you think controversy and civil disturbance are good ways to attract media publicity to a cause? Why or 
why not?

10. Can you think of any other ways in which the plight of Indigenous people could have been publicised in 
1965? Think creatively and take risks in offering possible solutions.

11. Would you like to participate in a Freedom Ride today? Why or why not?UNCORRECTED P
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4.8 Being counted
4.8.1 The 1962 Electoral Act amendment
In the early 1960s, following challenges to racial seg-
regation overseas, many Australians were becoming 
increasingly uncomfortable with the unfair treatment of 
Australia’s Indigenous peoples. The government was also 
under international pressure to make their policies more 
inclusive.

In 1961 a parliamentary panel recommended that 
Indigenous people be allowed to vote in federal elec-
tions. This recommendation was followed a year later 
with an amendment to the Electoral Act allowing Indige-
nous people to enrol to vote if they wished. It would take 
another three years before Queensland would join the rest 
of the states in permitting Indigenous people to vote in 
state elections.

4.8.2 The 1967 Referendum
In 1967 there remained one area in which Indigenous 
Australians were treated very differently from every other 
member of the Australian population: they were not counted in the national census. The census is a tool 
used by the government to count its citizens and extract important demographic information such as their 
age and gender and where they live. This information can then be used to make appropriate plans for pro-
viding community services such as schooling, health care and housing.

The Australian Constitution stated, ‘In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth, or of 
a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted.’ To Indigenous activist 
Chicka Dixon, the message the Constitution conveyed was quite clear: ‘[It] said the Australian Common-
wealth Government would recognize all races of people other than Aboriginal — in other words, we didn’t 
exist …’

The only way to change the Constitution was to hold a referendum. 
Before 1967 there had been 26 referenda in Australia, only four of which 
had been carried (approved). For a proposal to succeed, a majority of voters 
must say ‘yes’; also, the majority ‘yes’ vote must occur in a majority of 
states (that is, at least four).

The referendum planned for 27 May 1967 would put two proposals to 
the Australian people:
 • that Aboriginal people should be counted in the census
 • that Aboriginal people should be placed under the jurisdiction of the 

Commonwealth, not state governments, so that laws affecting them 
could be implemented consistently and fairly across Australia.
Before the vote a publicity campaign was organised and all eligible 

voters were sent a booklet spelling out the ‘yes’ and ‘no’ cases. Both pro-
posals received overwhelming bipartisan support, with a staggering 90.7 
per cent of votes in favour, the highest ‘yes’ vote ever recorded in a ref-
erendum in Australia.

SOURCE 1 Indigenous people exercise their 
democratic right to vote at a polling booth in 
Bagot Settlement, Northern Territory, in 1962.

SOURCE 2 A poster for 
the ‘yes’ vote
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4.8.3 From assimilation to integration
After Indigenous Australians had gained the rights to vote in federal elections and to be counted in the 
census, institutional discrimination began to soften. But the shift in policy from ‘assimilation’ to ‘integra-
tion’ was due, in large part, to the hundreds of thousands of new migrants who had entered the country 
since the end of World War II and were trying to find the balance between honouring their traditional 
beliefs, language and culture, and adopting the Australian way of life.

Unlike assimilation, integration policy did not require a person to deny their cultural background, including 
their language, in order to become a valuable member of society. Yet while integration was a step in the 
right direction, it fell short of recognising the true value of other cultures. Integration policy, like assimila-
tion before it, still expected citizens to adapt to the needs of the country, rather than the other way around.

SOURCE 3 This table was featured in an informative pamphlet provided to voters by the Federal Council for 
the Advancement of Aborigines (FCAA) prior to the referendum. It summarises the rights that Indigenous people 
had in different states at the time.

Right NSW VIC SA WA NT QLD

Voting rights (state) Yes Yes Yes No Yes No

Marry freely Yes Yes Yes No No No

Control own children Yes Yes No No No No

Move freely Yes No No No No No

Own property freely Yes No Yes No No No

Receive award wages Yes No No No No No

Alcohol allowed No No No No No No

4.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Are the following statements true or false?

(a) The 1962 Electoral Act amendment was responsible for giving Indigenous people the vote in state 
elections.

(b) The census is an important tool in understanding the needs of a population.
(c) The referendum of 1967 made Indigenous people Australian citizens.
(d) As official policy, integration was an improvement on assimilation.

2. What result is required for a referendum proposal to be successful?
3. In what way was the Australian Constitution amended as a result of the 1967 referendum? Why was this 

important?

Apply your understanding
4. Based on what you now know about the referendum of 1967, create a poster you think would have been 

even more successful than Source 2 in influencing the ‘yes’ vote. Before you start, develop (as part of a 
class discussion) the criteria according to which all completed posters will be judged by the class.

5. Using Source 3 as a basis, explain, in a paragraph or two, the different rights that would apply to an 
Indigenous person if he or she were to travel between any three Australian states or territories before 1967.

6. Using your local library or the internet, learn more about the activists Chicka Dixon or Faith Bandler and their 
role in convincing Australians to vote ‘yes’ in 1967. Concentrate your research on the activist’s background 
and what might have motivated them to fight for this cause.
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  4.9  The Aboriginal Tent Embassy 
 4.9.1 The Yirrkala petition 
 In the late eighteenth century, proof of sovereignty 
(exclusive rights) over land, under European law, 
required evidence of fencing, farming or settle-
ment. Captain James Cook saw no such evidence 
when exploring the east coast of Australia, and pro-
claimed the country  terra nullius . Believing that the 
land belonged to no one, he legally claimed it for the 
British Crown in 1770. It would be almost 200 years 
before this claim would be challenged in Australia’s 
courts. 

 The  land rights  movement began in 1963 when 
the Yolngu people from Yirrkala (in the Northern 
Territory) sent a bark petition to federal parliament. 
Signed by 17 Indigenous leaders, it protested the 
government’s decision to allow a mining company to 
mine bauxite on their traditional land. Encouraged by 
the support they received for this action, the Yolngu 
lodged a challenge in the Northern Territory Supreme 
Court in 1968. Three years later, Justice Blackburn 
ruled that, while the Indigenous system of law and 
the people’s longstanding association with the land 
were recognised, British law had replaced these 
after 1788. This decision angered many Indigenous 
people, whose expectations had been raised by the 
outcome of the 1967 referendum. On Australia Day 
1972 Prime Minister William McMahon proclaimed 
that ‘land rights would threaten the  tenure  of every 
Australian’.  

 4.9.2 The Tent Embassy 
 On the day of Prime Minister McMahon’s announcement, Indigenous activists erected a beach umbrella 
on the lawn outside Parliament House. The umbrella was accompanied by a sign that read ‘Aboriginal 
 Embassy ’. Soon the grounds were fi lled with tents and activists as Indigenous Australians asserted their 

7.   Do you believe that Chicka Dixon was justifi ed in his comments about the Australian Constitution? Why or 
why not?  

8.   What reasons do you think might have prompted some Australians to vote ‘no’ to the referendum questions?  
9.   Based on the rights held by Indigenous people in Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia before the 

referendum, rank the states from best to worst. Why would you make this choice?   

 Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 4.4:  Being counted 

   RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

   SOURCE 1  The Yirrkala bark petition, sent to 
federal parliament in 1963. A transcript of the 
text is shown below. 
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right to occupy their traditional lands. The Aboriginal Tent Embassy, as it became known, quickly drew 
media attention along with further support and controversy. It was a visible demonstration of Indigenous 
peoples’ desire to move beyond the policies of assimilation and integration, towards an offi cial recognition 
of their right to determine their own future.   

 4.9 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why did Captain Cook believe Australia belonged to no-one?  
2.   Why did the Yolngu people want to control their own land?  
3.   What, according to Prime Minister McMahon, was the major reason for not granting the Yolngu people rights 

over their land?  
4.   Create a timeline titled ‘The struggle for land rights’ that begins in 1770 and ends in the present. Include on 

your timeline all the important dates from this spread. Make sure to annotate them so you will remember why 
these dates are important.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    What does the Yirrkala petition (see  Source 1 ) represent about the Yolngu people, and Indigenous 

Australians more generally? In your answer, refer to what you know of the content of the document, as well 
as its physical form.  

6.   Using  Source 2  and your own research, write a newspaper article that could have been written in 1972 
explaining the purpose of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy and the public response to it. In your article, engage 
the reader by making them feel as if they’re there with you.  

7.   Discuss the following with a classmate: 
(a)    Why might the activists have chosen to call their camp an ‘embassy’?  
(b)   How might events have turned out differently if they had not placed that sign above their tents?    

8.   The Tent Embassy has been removed and rebuilt several times, but still exists on the lawns of Old Parliament 
House. Some people believe it is a cultural icon and should be preserved, while others view it as an eyesore 
and believe it should be removed. Which perspective do you agree with, and why?   

  SOURCE 2  An artist’s impression of the Aboriginal Tent Embassy, 1972 

 A

 B

 C

 D

 A  The Embassy 
fl ew the Aboriginal 
fl ag, which had 
recently been 
designed by 
Indigenous artist 
Harold Thomas. 

 B     While most 
of the 2000 
supporters 
demonstrated 
peacefully, 
throughout 1972 
some protesters 
scuffl ed with 
police, leading to a 
number of arrests. 

C     In 1972, 
members of the 
national and 
international 
press began to 
take notice. Their 
coverage helped 
to make the Tent 
Embassy a symbol 
of the worldwide 
struggle for civil 
rights. 

    D  Placards 
were a constant 
reminder of what 
the group was 
fi ghting for. 
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4.10 Land rights and protests
4.10.1 The Gurindji Strike
After the Yolngu people’s unsuccessful bid to regain their land in 1963, it seemed to many that Indigenous 
land rights might never be recognised by the government. Then in 1966, fed up with their poor treatment, a 
group of Indigenous workers walked off the Wave Hill cattle station, owned by the British aristocrat Lord 
Vestey. This simple act of defiance, which began as a strike, would eventually become the first successful 
land rights case in Australia, setting the precedent for many others.

Since 1914 the Vestey family had owned the Wave Hill cattle station, which covered the traditional lands 
of the Gurindji people. Working conditions on the station were hard. Indigenous workers complained of 
low pay, disrespectful treatment by white workers and poor living conditions — claims that had been con-
firmed by official reports. Dissatisfaction with these conditions had already led to at least three strikes or 
protests on the property — in 1949, 1952 and 1955.

On 23 August 1966, about 200 Indigenous stockmen, domestic servants and their families walked off 
the property. Under the leadership of a Gurindji elder named Vincent Lingiari, the group moved to Wattie 
Creek (known as Daguragu to the Gurindji people), an area also officially owned by Lord Vestey. Daguragu 
was chosen as a suitable place to camp both because it contained a number of sacred Gurindji sites and 
because it provided a reliable source of fresh drinking water.

Vestey sent a member of the Anti-Slavery Society in London to visit Wave Hill and assess the situation. 
On recommendation, the Vestey company volunteered to surrender half the Wave Hill lease area. However, 
the government did not allow the transfer because Indigenous land rights were not recognised at that time. 
Instead, the government offered Indigenous workers a raise in wages and new houses that would be built at 
Wave Hill. The protesters refused, insisting that they should be given the same wages as white employees. 
As the ‘Wave Hill mob’ set up camp, it became clear that this would be a struggle not only for better 
working conditions, but for ownership of their traditional lands.

4.10.2 From little things, big things grow
Within the Indigenous community, word of the walk-off spread quickly. In 1966 and 1967 strikes and pro-
tests sprung up at stations across the Northern Territory, led in part by organisers of the Wave Hill protest.

Australian author Frank Hardy had left Sydney in 1967 to undertake a radical project: he wanted to 
find the ‘real Australia’ — the Australia celebrated in the poetry of earlier writers such as Banjo Paterson. 
Instead, he found Indigenous people being mistreated and living in what he referred to as an ‘unoffi-
cial apartheid’. After spending time with the organisers of the Wave Hill walk-off, he went back to the 
city, where he arranged press conferences and lobbied politicians in an attempt to bring the plight of the 
Gurindji people to their attention.

As the national press picked up the story, the broader Australian community began to support the action, 
some even making the journey to Wave Hill to offer their support to the strikers. Finally the Gurindji people 
were no longer alone in their cry to take back their land.

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 4.5: Land rights

 Worksheet 4.6: Understanding a historical debate

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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SOURCE 1 Ted Egan was a supporter of the Gurindji people’s battle to take ownership of their traditional lands. 
During the Wave Hill walk-off, he interviewed Indigenous leader Vincent Lingiari, and told his story through the 
song ‘Gurindji Blues’, which was recorded in 1969. The sales of the single helped finance the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy for its first six months (see subtopic 4.9).

Gurindji Blues

My name is Vincent Lingiari, came
from Daguragu, Wattie Creek Station.
Poor bugger me Gurindji
Me bin sit down this country
Long time before the Lord Vestey
Allabout land belongin’ to We
Oh poor bugger me, Gurindji.

Poor bugger blackfeller; Gurindji
Long time work no wages, we,
Work for the good old Lord Vestey
Little bit flour; sugar and tea
For the Gurindji, from Lord Vestey
Oh poor bugger me.

Poor bugger me, Gurindji,
Man called Vincent Lingiari
Talk long allabout Gurindji
‘Daguragu place for we,
Home for we, Gurindji:
But poor bugger blackfeller, Gurindji
Government boss him talk long we
‘We’ll build you house with electricity
But at Wave Hill, for can’t you see
Wattie Creek belong to Lord Vestey’
Oh poor bugger me.

Poor bugger me, Gurindji
Up come Mr. Frank Hardy
ABSCHOL too and talk long we
Givit hand long Gurindji
Buildim house and plantim tree
Longa Wattie Creek for Gurindji
But poor bugger blackfeller Gurindji
Government Law him talk long we
‘Can’t givit land long blackfeller, see
Only spoilim Gurindji’
Oh poor bugger me.

Poor bugger me, Gurindji
Peter Nixon talk long we:
‘Buy you own land, Gurindji
Buyim back from the Lord Vestey’
Oh poor bugger me, Gurindji.
Poor bugger blackfeller Gurindji
Suppose we buyim back country
What you reckon proper fee?
Might be flour, sugar and tea
From the Gurindji to Lord Vestey?
Oh poor bugger me.

Oh ngaiyu luyurr ngura-u
Sorry my country, Gurindji.
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 On 16 August 1975 Prime Minister Gough Whitlam ‘handed back’ 300 000 square kilometres of the 
Gurindji people’s traditional lands, declaring, ‘I want to acknowledge that we Australians have still much 
to do to redress the injustice and oppression that has for so long been the lot of Black Australians.’ As a 
symbolic gesture, he poured sand from the river bank at Daguragu into Vincent Lingiari’s hands.   

 4.10.3 The Mabo decision 
 In 1982 a group of Indigenous people from Mer Island, 
in the eastern part of the Torres Strait, challenged the 
right of the government to prevent islanders from using 
their lands. They took their case to the Queensland 
Supreme Court. The group was led by Eddie Koiki 
Mabo. After the court ruled against them, the Meriam 
Islanders appealed to the High Court of Australia. On 
3 June 1992 the High Court made a historic ruling: the 
Meriam people of the Torres Strait  did  have  native title  
over their traditional lands. The ‘Mabo decision’, as it 
became known, was important for Australian Indigenous 
people because it recognised under law that European 
settlement of Australia did not automatically wipe out 
native title. At the same time, it created some confusion 
as to how decisions on native title should be made.  

 Who was Eddie Mabo? 
 The man who led the Meriam Islanders to victory was born on Mer Island in 1936 and had no formal edu-
cation beyond primary school. He had become politically active in the 1970s, but his views on the impor-
tance of native title only became clear during a conference he attended at James Cook University in 1981. 
At this conference, titled  Land Rights and the Future of Australian Race Relations , Mabo was exposed to 
some of the leading minds dealing with the complexities of native title, many of whom would become his 
supporters after he launched his landmark case in 1982. He would continue fi ghting for land rights until his 
death a decade later.  

   SOURCE 2  Protesters Vincent Lingiari (right) and Mick 
Rangiari (left) stand beside a sign made for them by the 
author Frank Hardy. 

   SOURCE 3  In this photograph, captured 
by Australia’s fi rst Indigenous press 
photographer, Mervyn Bishop, Prime 
Minister Gough Whitlam pours sand into 
the hands of Vincent Lingiari to mark the 
return of the Gurindji people’s traditional 
lands. 

   SOURCE 4  Mer Island, the traditional land of the 
Meriam people, and subject of the Mabo case, 
was known as Murray Island to white settlers. 
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Native title
The Native Title Act 1993 was the federal government’s way of clarifying the law relating to the Mabo 
case and providing the legal means to deal with future land rights claims. To succeed in a claim, Indige-
nous people had to prove they have had a ‘traditional connection’ with the land since 1788, and that their 
interests had not been ‘extinguished’ (overridden) by the granting of other rights. According to the Act, 
Indigenous groups who believed they had a valid claim must apply to the Native Title Tribunal, which 
would work with Aboriginal representative bodies, as well as land councils, mining companies and other 
interested parties, to negotiate claims under the direction of the Federal Court.

The Wik case
Since settlement, the Australian government had granted leases to pastoralists so they could raise herds of 
cattle or sheep on large tracts of land. These leases meant that the pastoralists could use the land but they 
did not, in many cases, stop other people, many of them Indigenous, from using the land as well.

In Wik Peoples vs Queensland, the High Court ruled that a pastoral lease did not necessarily extin-
guish native title. Rather, native title rights could coexist with pastoral leases but, if Indigenous rights 
conflicted with pastoralists’ activities, these pastoralists’ rights would prevail. This was a major blow 
to the Wik people, and to other Indigenous groups seeking land rights. However, it was a coup for 
many politicians, who had been voted in by white Australians concerned that they might lose their 
land through native title claims.

Prime Minister John Howard, declaring that ‘the pendulum has swung too far the way of Aborigines in 
the argument’, was ready to deliver a 10-point plan to alter the Native Title Act that would see a greater 
number of native title claims extinguished. Labor, the Greens and the Democrats argued that the plan 
needed to be softened. Both sides needed the support of Independent Senator Brian Harradine. Finally, 
after one of the longest debates federal parliament has ever seen, the senator threw his support behind 
Labor, the Greens and the Democrats. The plan was passed, but with a number of conditions, including that 
it would be subject to the Racial Discrimination Act, Australia’s protection against racist legislation.

SOURCE 5 In this ‘manifesto’, Eddie Mabo states some of his aims in launching a native title case against the 
Queensland government in 1981.

My name is Edward Mabo, but my island name is Koiki. My family has occupied the land here for hundreds 
of years before Captain Cook was born. They are now trying to say I cannot own it. The present Queensland 
Government is a friendly enemy of the black people as they like to give you the bible and take away your 
land. We should stop calling them boss. We must be proud to live in our own palm leaf houses like our fathers 
before us.

SOURCE 6 Conservative politician Pauline Hanson was voted into the Queensland seat of Oxley in the 1996 
federal election. She was one of the leading voices calling for land rights to be repealed following the Wik 
decision. In this excerpt from her first speech to Parliament in 1996, she focuses on what she saw as an unfair 
granting of land to Indigenous people under native title.

… This nation is being divided into black and white, and the present system encourages this. I am fed up 
with being told, ‘This is our land.’ Well, where the hell do I go? I was born here, and so were my parents and 
children. I will work beside anyone and they will be my equal but I draw the line when told I must pay and 
continue paying for something that happened over 200 years ago. Like most Australians, I worked for my land; 
no-one gave it to me.
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   SOURCE 7  Beginning in 1998, the Native Title Tribunal was given responsibility for working 
with native title holders and other interested parties to negotiate Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements (ILUAs). These agreements would allow use of the land based on terms that 
suited both parties. From a slow start, with only six Indigenous Land Use Agreements 
registered up to 2000, by 2011 more than 500 ILUAs had been put in place across the 
country. 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 To date, around 15 per cent of Australia has been legally recognised as belonging to Indigenous peoples. 

 4.10 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Why did the Gurindji people walk off the Wave Hill cattle station in 1966?  
2.   In what way might it be ironic that Eddie Mabo decided to launch his native title claim at a university named 

after the explorer James Cook?  
3.   What was the importance of the  Native Title Act 1993 ?   
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  4.11  The rough road to reconciliation 
 4.11.1 Perspectives on the road to reconciliation 
 Reconciliation — the coming together of parties divided by difference — is rarely a single event; rather, it 
is based on the sum of many special moments that together heal the hurt. This is particularly so when the 
reconciliation involves two groups of citizens separated by a long history of injustice, misunderstanding 
and resentment, as has been the case for Australia’s Indigenous people and those who came here after 1788. 

 4.11.2 The Redfern Speech 
 Labor Prime Minister Paul Keating was known for his skill as a public speaker. In 1992, at the Australian 
launch of the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People in Redfern, a Sydney suburb that was 
home to a large Indigenous community, he made one of the greatest speeches of his career. In this speech, 
he spoke of the need for the nation to acknowledge the harm caused to Indigenous peoples through the 
policies of previous governments. He said that there was nothing to fear or lose by recognising ‘historical 
truth’, and that social democracy should be extended to Indigenous Australians. The Redfern Speech, as it 
was known, would be — for many — the fi rst step in the long road to reconciliation between Australia’s 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.  

Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au  

 � Indigenous rights

 Apply your understanding 
4. Source 1  is a  ballad  written by Ted Egan. It tells the story of the reasons behind the Wave Hill walk-off. 

(a)    What were the main problems that the Gurindji had with their treatment at Wave Hill?  
(b)   Why do you think the artist suggests buying back Gurindji land with ‘fl our, sugar and tea’?  
(c)   Do you think this is a useful source for historians studying the Wave Hill walk-off? Explain.    

5.   Write your own narrative poem or song, based on ‘Gurindji Blues’, that tells the story of one of the other 
struggles for land rights mentioned in this spread. You may need to conduct further research to develop 
your ideas more fully.  

6.   Explain the symbolism inherent in  Sources 2  and  3 . How could both acts be said to represent the changing 
perceptions of white Australia towards the rights of Indigenous people in the late 1960s?  

7.    Sources 5  and  6  express contrasting views of Indigenous peoples’ struggle for native title. Based on these 
sources, who do you believe makes a stronger case? Explain your view.  

8.    Source 7  depicts the Indigenous Land Use Agreements across Australia as of 2011. Where are the greatest 
number of ILUAs situated? Where are the fewest? What might this suggest about Indigenous peoples in 
these areas? Discuss with a classmate.  

9.   The Mabo case is considered a turning point in the struggle by Indigenous people to secure land rights. 
Explain why it was so signifi cant.  

10.   Why might it be diffi cult for Indigenous people to show they have a ‘traditional connection’ to the land? 
Think of the type of evidence usually required to prove a case in court. Why might Indigenous people not 
have this type of evidence?   

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 4.5: Land rights

 RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Line
ED: this worksheet 4.5 already appeared on page 150 , please check and confirm

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



156 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c04RightsAndFreedoms.indd Page 156 26/07/17  9:04 PM

 4.11.3 Bringing them home 
 In 1995 Prime Minister Keating commissioned a report 
into Australia’s ‘Stolen Generations’. Titled  Bringing 
Them Home , the ‘Report of the National Inquiry into 
the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children from Their Families’ (1997) outlined the 
process by which Indigenous children were taken 
from their families in the name of protection. These 
children would become known as the Stolen Genera-
tions (see  subtopic 4.4 ). Through the voices of those 
who had experienced separation, and the organisations 
established to represent Australia’s Indigenous people, 
the report painted a stark picture of the mistreatment 
of Indigenous children and their families by the Abo-
rigines Welfare Board. The report also revealed the 
ongoing effects of forced removal on the Stolen Gener-
ations and their families. These included a higher inci-
dence of depression, poverty and crime, and a lower 
level of education. A lack of role models had also 
made it diffi cult for many members of the Stolen Gen-
erations to raise their own families. On the fi rst anni-
versary of the day the report was tabled, 26 May was 
declared National Sorry Day. 

 4.11.4 Refusing to say sorry 
 While all state and territory governments and the churches publicly apologised to the Stolen Generations 
following the release of the  Bringing Them Home  report, the federal government — then led by Prime 
Minister John Howard — refused to apologise. This could, in part, be explained by the government’s fear 
that admitting  culpability  would lead to a landslide of claims for compensation. But it also refl ected the 
reluctance of many Australians to accept  moral  responsibility for the acts of previous generations. This 
view was shared by Howard, who claimed to support reconciliation but ‘not of the apologetic, shame-laden, 
guilt-ridden type’. He said that millions of Australians would never entertain the notion of apologising to 
Australia’s Indigenous people because they would refuse to accept responsibility for past events.  

 One key difference between those who were prepared to say sorry to Australia’s Indigenous people 
and those who were not was the way in which they viewed Australia’s past. Some people believed that 

   SOURCE 1  Prime Minister Paul Keating delivers 
the Redfern Speech on 10 December 1992, to 
mark the beginning of the International Year of 
the World’s Indigenous People. 

  SOURCE 2  Sir William Deane, a former High Court judge who had presided over the Mabo case, was 
appointed to the offi ce of Governor-General in 1996. In August the same year he made a passionate plea to the 
Australian people. It forms part of the introduction to the  Bringing Them Home  report. 

 It should, I think, be apparent to all well-meaning people that true reconciliation between the Australian 
nation and its Indigenous peoples is not achievable in the absence of acknowledgment by the nation of the 
wrongfulness of the past dispossession, oppression and degradation of the Aboriginal peoples. That is not 
to say that individual Australians who had no part in what was done in the past should feel or acknowledge 
personal guilt. It is simply to assert our identity as a nation and the basic fact that national shame, as well as 
national pride, can and should exist in relation to past acts and omissions, at least when done or made in the 
name of the community or with the authority of government … 
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the arrival of white people in Australia symbolised the beginning of civilisation and progress in Australia 
(known as the ‘three cheers’ view of history), while others viewed it as the start of a brutal invasion (the 
‘black armband’ view of history). In relation to the Stolen Generations, the former believed that the govern-
ment had removed Indigenous children from their homes for their own good, while the latter often claimed 
that this was another attempt to  eradicate  Indigenous Australians.  

 4.11.5 Recognising the rights of the child 
 The  United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child  (CRC) was designed to legally protect the rights 
of all children. Australia signed the Convention in 1990. The Convention granted Indigenous children the 
right to life, health and education (including education about the child’s own cultural identity, language and 
values), and the right to family. The Convention also prohibited discrimination against Indigenous children, 
and granted them protection from physical or mental violence, injury, abuse, maltreatment or exploita-
tion. In 2005, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child congratulated the authors of the  Bringing 
Them Home  report for illuminating the hardships faced by members of the Stolen Generations, but made 
a number of recommendations for continuing to improve life for Indigenous children. The Committee also 
recommended that the nation address issues including the disproportionately high number of Indigenous 
children in out of home care (such as orphanages and foster homes) and in juvenile detention centres. 

 4.11.6 Australia offers an apology 
 In 2007 the federal Labor Party gained 
power under the leadership of Kevin 
Rudd. In his acceptance speech, he vowed 
to be a ‘Prime Minister for all Austral-
ians’. Immediately, plans were made to 
offer the nation’s Indigenous peoples a 
formal apology. The parliamentary year 
began with politicians being treated to a 
‘Welcome to Country’ ceremony, the fi rst 
ever held at Parliament. As the sounds of 
a didgeridoo echoed through the halls of 
Parliament, Matilda House-Williams, a 
Ngambri elder, welcomed both the prime 
minister and the Opposition leader to her 
traditional lands.  

  SOURCE 3  John Howard presented his views on Australian history in Parliament, under a motion on the topic 
of racial tolerance, on 30 October 1996. He would reiterate these views over the coming months. 

 I profoundly reject … what others have described, and I have adopted the description, as the black armband 
view of Australian history. I believe the balance sheet of Australian history is a very generous and benign 
one. I believe that, like any other nation, we have black marks upon our history but amongst the nations of 
the world we have a remarkably positive history. I think there is a yearning in the Australian community right 
across the political divide for its leaders to enunciate more pride and sense of achievement in what has gone 
before us. I think we have been too apologetic about our history in the past. I think we have been far too self-
conscious about what this country has achieved and I believe it is tremendously important that we understand, 
particularly as we approach the centenary of the Federation of Australia, that the Australian achievement has 
been a heroic one, a courageous one and a humanitarian one. 

   SOURCE 4  Ngambri elder Matilda House-Williams welcomes 
Prime Minister Rudd and Opposition Leader Brendan Nelson to 
Parliament. 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



158 Jacaranda History Alive 10 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c04RightsAndFreedoms.indd Page 158 26/07/17  9:04 PM

On 13 February 2008, in front of parliamentarians as well as members of the public, including members 
of the Stolen Generations, the prime minister acknowledged the harm caused to the Indigenous people 
and the unfairness of past government policies. He pledged that Australia would never again allow such 
injustice to occur. Then he encouraged both sides of the house to work together to ‘close the gap’ between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. The speech received a standing ovation, both from those within 
the Parliament, and from the crowds watching the broadcast on large screens in every capital city. Rudd’s 
speech was regarded by many as a great step towards achieving reconciliation. Of the 360 words that made 
up his apology that day, however, the crowds had come to hear only one — ‘Sorry’.

Following the prime minister’s speech, Dr Brendan Nelson, the leader of the Opposition, reiterated his 
party’s position, stating, ‘Our generation does not own these actions, nor should it feel guilt for what was 
done in many, but certainly not all cases, with the best intentions.’ In many of the nation’s capital cities, his 
words were drowned out by boos and hisses from the crowd.

Indigenous leader Pat Dodson, regarded by many as the father of Reconciliation, described the apology 
as ‘a seminal moment in the nation’s history’. While many Indigenous people welcomed the apology, 
there were those who felt that the prime minister hadn’t gone far enough. John Moriarty, a successful 
businessman who has held positions in Aboriginal Affairs departments at state and federal level, said, ‘It 
doesn’t get down to the real crux of the issue, in my view, that people like me were taken away from their 
full-blooded mothers to breed out the culture. It doesn’t come to that. It doesn’t hit home with me.’

SOURCE 5 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s formal apology to members of the Stolen Generations in 
February 2008. This speech is viewed as a key moment in the struggle for reconciliation.

Today we honour the Indigenous peoples of this land, the oldest continuing cultures in human history.
We reflect on their past mistreatment.
We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who were Stolen Generations – this blemished chapter 

in our nation’s history.
The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia’s history by righting the wrongs of the 

past and so moving forward with confidence to the future.
We apologise for the laws and policies of successive Parliaments and governments that have inflicted 

profound grief, suffering and loss on these our fellow Australians.
We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, 

their communities and their country.
For the pain, suffering and hurt of these Stolen Generations, their descendants and for their families left 

behind, we say sorry.
To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and the sisters, for the breaking up of families and communities, 

we say sorry.
And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a proud culture, we say sorry.
We the Parliament of Australia respectfully request that this apology be received in the spirit in which it is 

offered as part of the healing of the nation.
For the future we take heart; resolving that this new page in the history of our great continent can now be 

written.
We today take this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a future that embraces all 

Australians.
A future where this Parliament resolves that the injustices of the past must never, never happen again.
A future where we harness the determination of all Australians, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, to close the 

gap that lies between us in life expectancy, educational achievement and economic opportunity.
A future where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to enduring problems where old approaches have 

failed.
A future based on mutual respect, mutual resolve and mutual responsibility.
A future where all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, with equal opportunities and 

with an equal stake in shaping the next chapter in the history of this great country, Australia.
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 While much is still to be done to achieve lasting reconciliation, gestures such as the federal government’s 
willingness to say sorry symbolise Australians’ growing appreciation of this country’s checkered past and 
their acknowledgement of the rich culture of its First Peoples.     

  SOURCE 6  Tom Calma, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner at the Human Rights 
and Equal Opportunity Commission, responds to the apology on behalf of the National Sorry Day Committee 
and the Stolen Generations Alliance, the two national bodies representing the Stolen Generations and their 
families. 

 Let me tell you what this apology means to me. For many years, my family has been searching in vain to 
fi nd information about my great-grandmother on my father’s side, who was taken at the turn of the twentieth 
century. 

 Recently, Link Up in Darwin located some information in the Archives. In a document titled ‘list of half-castes 
in the NT’ dated 2 December 1899, a government offi cial named George Thompson wrote the following about 
my great-grandmother: 

 Half caste May is a well grown girl, is living with her mother in the black’s camp at Woolwonga, her mother 
will not part with her, she mixes up a great deal with the Chinamen … 

 My great-grandmother’s ordeal was not uncommon and nor was the chilling account — ‘her mother will not 
part with her’. 

 This is not about black armbands and guilt. It never was. 
 It is about belonging. 

   SOURCE 7  Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s formal 
apology to members of the Stolen Generations in 
February 2008 

   SOURCE 8  In Melbourne, angry crowd 
members turn their backs on the Opposition 
leader in silent protest at his refusal to say 
sorry. 
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4.12 SkillBuilder: Understanding a historical debate
4.12.1 What is a historical debate?
A debate is an argument between two or more people in which opposing views are expressed about a par-
ticular issue. Its purpose is both to reveal the ‘truth’ and, in the case of a public debate, to influence public 
opinion. In some cases, a debate may be conducted face to face. In others, the debate may be conducted 
through a range of media such as newspapers and magazines.

Why is a debate a valuable source of information?
Debate is important to historians because it reveals information, not only about the issue at its centre, but 
about those involved in the debate as participants and audience members. In this case, you will be ana-
lysing a national debate that came to be known as the ‘History Wars’. While it was sparked by the views of 
historian Keith Windschuttle, as expressed in his book The Fabrication of Aboriginal History (2002), the 
debate would eventually engulf university academics, writers, journalists and politicians and, of course, the 
Australian public.

4.11 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Based on the information provided in this spread, give at least three reasons why John Howard refused to 

say sorry, and place them in order from most to least important.
2. When was the first National Sorry Day, and what did it represent?
3. Why did those watching Kevin Rudd’s apology turn their backs when Brendan Nelson spoke?
4. In your own words, define the ‘three cheers’ and ‘black armband’ views of history.
5. Develop a Reconciliation chronology. You can represent it as creatively as you like, but make sure you 

provide dates and clear annotations for the major events on the journey towards Reconciliation.

Apply your understanding
6. Based on the excerpt from the Bringing Them Home report provided in Source 2, why is it important for a 

country such as Australia to acknowledge its past wrongdoings?
7. Analyse the apology (see Source 5). Using one colour, write down the people he apologises to. In another 

colour, write down the actions he apologises for. In a third colour, write down any words or phrases relating 
to the reasons behind the apology. And in a fourth colour, outline recommendations for moving forward. 
Having completed this activity, decide whether, in your view, this represented a full apology, or whether 
there were other issues you believe Prime Minister Rudd should have addressed. Explain your opinion using 
some of the words you have highlighted.

8. Tom Calma’s response to the apology (see Source 6) was delivered on behalf of the Stolen Generations. 
Who do you think his comments were aimed at? Which lines were particularly significant? Explain your 
answer.

9. Outline the visual similarities and differences between the two images depicted in Sources 7 and 8. What 
do these suggest about the politicians on screen and the crowds in attendance?

10. Do you think Kevin Rudd’s apology is the sort of thing Paul Keating had in mind when he gave his speech at 
Redfern more than a decade earlier? Explain your view.

11. Write a journal article expressing your own views about the reconciliation issue. Respond to the following 
prompts, explaining each of your answers in detail:
(a) Do you think the Australian government owed Indigenous Australians an apology?
(b) Was the Howard government’s refusal to apologise the right decision or the wrong decision?
(c) Did Kevin Rudd’s apology go far enough? Did it go too far?
(d) What barriers need to be broken down before reconciliation can truly be said to have been achieved?
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4.12.2 How to analyse a historical debate — a step-by-step approach
One of the most challenging aspects of analysing a debate is working out what is fact and what is simply 
designed to ‘score points’ with the readers, listeners or viewers. Examine each view in turn, asking the 
following questions:
(a) What are the major arguments made?
(b) Are there any obvious flaws in the arguments presented — for example, are they simplistic, unrealistic 

or irrelevant?
(c) What supporting evidence is given for each argument, and how accurate do you think this evidence is?
(d) Are some points skimmed over or ignored? If so, why might this be?
(e) Does the writer/speaker criticise the character of his or her opponent(s)? If so, what words/phrases are 

used to characterise them?
(f) Is there any evidence of bias? If so, what is it?

The final stage of your analysis involves drawing conclusions about the validity of the arguments pre-
sented. The conclusions you draw are always open to challenge and should be revised if you find compel-
ling evidence to the contrary.

Source 1 reflects the views of Keith Windschuttle. It has been used as the basis for answering questions 
a–f above.

(a) What are the major arguments made?
Keith Windschuttle claims that much of what we know about Indigenous history after Australia was 
settled — particularly claims of massacres by white settlers — is based on poor research.

(b) Are there any obvious flaws in the arguments presented — for example, are they simplistic, unrealistic or 
irrelevant?
Windschuttle states that ‘Aboriginal oral history, when uncorroborated by original documents, is 
completely unreliable’, but he himself points out that the Aboriginal people were illiterate and were 
therefore unable to keep these sorts of documents.

(c) What supporting evidence is given for each argument, and how accurate do you think this evidence is?
The claim that Aboriginal oral history cannot be trusted is supported by an example — the Mistake 
Creek Massacre. According to Windschuttle, four different versions of this story have been passed down.

(d) Are some points skimmed over or ignored? If so, why might this be?
Windschuttle characterises the settlers in a very positive way, suggesting they wanted to ‘civilise and 
modernise the Aborigines, not exterminate them’. He seems to ignore the idea that forcing European 

SOURCE 1 In this excerpt from a paper presented at the Conference on Frontier Conflict (2001), Keith 
Windschuttle restates his belief that much of accepted Aboriginal history since settlement is a fabrication.

… When it is closely examined, the evidence for the claims of widespread mass killings of Aborigines turns 
out to be highly suspect. Much of it is very poorly founded, other parts are seriously mistaken, and some of 
it is outright fabrication … Defenders of the orthodoxy attacked my politics, my morals and my ability to do 
historical research, while at the same time pretending that the academics I had criticised were reliable scholars 
whose opinions should be trusted …

Unfortunately, the fictions and fabrications of our academic historians are more than matched by those 
created by the Aborigines themselves. Because Aborigines in the colonial period were illiterate and kept no 
written records, we are urged today to accept the oral history of their descendants as an authentic account of 
what happened in the past. My view is that Aboriginal oral history, when uncorroborated by original documents, 
is completely unreliable, just like the oral history of white people. Let me illustrate this with an account of the 
infamous Mistake Creek Massacre in the Kimberley district … There are at least four versions of Aboriginal oral 
history about this incident … and all of them are different …

The colonial authorities wanted to civilise and modernise the Aborigines, not exterminate them. Their 
intentions were not to foster violence towards the Aborigines but to prevent it. They responded to violence by 
the Aborigines towards white settlers cautiously and reluctantly, and their overriding concern was to prevent 
retaliatory violence by settlers and convicts from getting out of hand.
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‘civilisation’ on a community that already has its own culture may have had a negative impact on that 
community.

(e) Does the writer/speaker criticise the character of his or her opponent(s)? If so, what words/phrases are 
used to characterise them?
Windschuttle suggests that the historical claims made by academic historians and Indigenous 
Australians are ‘fictions and fabrications’. He also hits back at his detractors, calling them ‘defenders of 
the orthodoxy’.

(f) Is there any evidence of bias? If so, what is it?
It seems from this excerpt that Keith Windschuttle may be biased towards viewing white settlers in a 
positive light, and viewing both Indigenous people and many historians quite negatively.

4.12.3 Developing my skills
1. Analyse Source 2 using questions a–f.
2. Having analysed the evidence, whose view would you be most inclined to believe — Keith 

Windschuttle’s or Robert Manne’s — and why? What other evidence would you need to find and 
examine before you could confidently declare one position more valid than the other?

SOURCE 2 Robert Manne, a writer and academic at Melbourne’s Latrobe University, has been a vocal critic of 
Keith Windschuttle and those who suggest that there is little proof of the deliberate mistreatment of Indigenous 
Australians following settlement. This excerpt is from the introduction to Whitewash: On Keith Windschuttle’s 
Fabrication of Aboriginal History, a collection of essays edited by Manne and released in 2003.

… Windschuttle had never previously written at any length about Aborigines or the Australian frontier. 
In his Quadrant essay his starting point, for reasons that were never satisfactorily explained, was four 
massacres mentioned by the journalist Phillip Knightley in his new portrait of Australia. In three of these 
cases Windschuttle attempted to show, either by drawing on others’ work or by a far from convincing chain 
of evidentiary reasoning, that no massacres had taken place. He also attempted to show that the tentative 
estimates of 20 000 Aboriginal killings on the frontier between the late 1780s and the late 1920s which had 
been independently arrived at by Henry Reynolds and Richard Broome, and which had been regarded as a 
reasonable guess by the most conservative of all contemporary Australian historians, Geoffrey Blainey, was a 
vast exaggeration and, indeed, a ‘fabrication’.

Windschuttle, who had at that time done no systematic historical research on settler-Indigenous relations 
(or on anything else), claimed to know for certain that the number of Aborigines killed at the frontier had been 
very small. How did he know this? Windschuttle argued that because of the British settlers’ Christian faith and 
because of their civilisation’s fidelity to the idea of the rule of law, large numbers of killings could be excluded 
in advance as a cultural impossibility. He expressed astonishment at the discovery that Henry Reynolds’ 
estimate of 20 000 killings, which he had previously accepted on trust, was not even based on a tabulated list 
of every occasion on which Aborigines had been killed. For Windschuttle, it appeared clear that a death which 
was unreported and thus undocumented was a death which had not occurred. (By the use of a methodology 
equivalent to Windschuttle’s it would be possible to prove that virtually no sexual abuse of children occurred in 
Western societies before the 1970s.)

Windschuttle apparently could not imagine the kind of rough frontier society where settlers killed Aborigines 
who threatened their livestock or their lives; where such deaths went officially unidentified; and where 
government officials tacitly agreed, in regard to settler violence, to turn a blind eye …

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 4.6: Understanding a historical debate

RESOURCES— ONLINE ONLY

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight



TOPIC 4 Rights and freedoms (1945-present) 163

c04RightsAndFreedoms.indd Page 163 26/07/17  9:04 PM

4.13 Fighting for equity
4.13.1 Health and life span
Australia’s Indigenous people lost much of what they 
had considered to be theirs with the arrival of Euro-
pean settlers in 1788 and beyond. Over the next 150 
or so years, Indigenous people became used to injus-
tice, even racist hostility, from those who had taken 
their land and denied them their civil and human 
rights. Slowly, the lifestyle inequities Australia’s first 
people have suffered are being changed.

Indigenous Australians are twice as likely to die of 
coronary heart disease, six times as likely to contract 
diabetes and three times as likely to be killed in an 
accident than non-Indigenous Australians. They also 
suffer disproportionately from diseases such as high 
blood pressure, respiratory infections and trachoma, 
as well as health conditions related to stress and 
substance abuse.

Government spending on Indigenous health has increased by nearly 90 per cent since 1996. Some 125 
Indigenous-controlled health centres have been set up (in addition to mainstream services), as well as initi-
atives to improve water supply and sewerage, and to combat disease and substance abuse.

4.13.2 Education
Indigenous school enrolments increased by 36 per cent between 1996 and 2003, with Indigenous enrolments 
in vocational education and training hitting a record level in 2002. More Indigenous students are enrolling 
in university courses. However, the rate at 
which Indigenous students continue school 
studies through the senior years is still 
only around half that for non-Indigenous 
students.

About $2.1 billion was allocated by 
the federal government (for spending 
between 2005 and 2008) to improve edu-
cational opportunities for Indigenous stu-
dents. Funds are being used to encourage 
school attendance, pay for tutoring pro-
grams, promote literacy and numeracy, 
encourage excellence in Indigenous edu-
cation, encourage the most disadvan-
taged and promote culturally inclusive 
education.

SOURCE 1 Health initiatives are encouraging 
Indigenous people to develop health-care skills to 
benefit their own people.

DID YOU KNOW?
The average life expectancy for a non-Indigenous Australian man is 80, while for an Indigenous man it is just 67.

SOURCE 2 A lesson in the Wallace Rockhole School, west of 
Alice Springs
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Since 2000 the Program for International Student Achievement (PISA) has been delivered to 15-year-old 
school students worldwide. The test focuses on reading literacy, mathematical literacy and science literacy, 
and is designed to test students’ ability to meet 
the challenges they will face in life beyond 
compulsory schooling. In 2009 the test was 
administered for the fourth time, with more 
than 14 000 Australian students taking part; 
1143 of these students were Indigenous. As in 
previous years, the results of this test demon-
strated the lack of equity between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous students. On average, the 
reading, mathematical and science literacy 
level of Indigenous students was two years 
below that of non-Indigenous students.

4.13.3 Housing
Research continues to find that Indigenous people in 
urban areas are twice as likely as non-Indigenous people 
to live in poor-quality housing.

About 30 per cent of government public and com-
munity housing spending is directed towards Indige-
nous housing. A large part of this spending is delivered 
through about 660 housing organisations controlled by 
Indigenous communities.

About 1500 houses, accommodating about 6000 
people, were provided for Indigenous people in 2004–05 
under assistance programs. As well, about 500 subsi-
dised housing loans are offered each year to Indigenous 
families wanting to buy their own home. Despite the 
challenges of low incomes, 32 per cent of Indigenous 
families today own their own homes.

By 2001 there was a marked increase in Indigenous 
communities with access to electricity and better functioning sewerage systems, and the proportion of the 
urban population living in temporary dwellings had fallen to 5 per cent (from 7 per cent two years earlier).

SOURCE 4 Following the census of 2006 it 
was estimated that there were almost 
10 000 homeless Indigenous people in 
Australia. Indigenous people make up 9 per 
cent of the homeless population, but only 2.5 
per cent of the total population, meaning they 
are heavily over-represented in the homeless 
population.

4.13 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Name three health risks that are greater for Indigenous Australians than non-Indigenous Australians. How 

can these risks be reduced?
2. What did the PISA test demonstrate about Indigenous students’ level of achievement?
3. According to the census of 2006, approximately how many Indigenous people were homeless across Australia?

Apply your understanding
4. Look at Sources 1 and 2. Why might it be important for Indigenous people to deal with service providers, 

such as medical professionals and teachers, from among their own people?
5. Look at the graph in Source 3. Describe in words what trends it reveals for the education of Indigenous 

students between 1998 and 2004. Predict what the graph might look like for 2020, explaining your viewpoint.
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SOURCE 3 A comparison of the percentage of Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous students who complete Year 11

Source: ABS National Schools Statistics collection.
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4.14 The struggle continues
4.14.1 Indigenous Australia — a changing population
In the twenty-first century the struggle for Australia’s Indigenous people is far from over. Major inequities 
still exist between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, and the nation continues to debate funda-
mental issues, from land rights to the treatment of Indigenous prisoners and what it means to be Indige-
nous. In recent years, however, there have been major improvements in the recognition of the rights of 
Indigenous people both in Australia and in the rest of the world. This is thanks to the work of Indigenous 
leaders and activists, past and present, whose words and actions continue to influence policymakers.

In the June 2006 census the Indigenous population was estimated to be around 517 000. By 2021 this 
number is projected to grow at a rate of 2.2 per cent per year, compared with a rate of between 1.2 and 
1.7 per cent for the general Australian population. The proportion of Indigenous people within each state 
and territory varies from 32 per cent in the Northern Territory to just 0.6 per cent in Victoria. Like other 
Australians, the majority of Indigenous people live in urban areas, although they are overrepresented in 
remote areas. In 2006, 12 per cent of the country’s Indigenous population reported speaking an Indigenous 
language at home, although this percentage dropped considerably in urban areas.

Twenty thousand Indigenous students graduated from university in 2006, while 55 per cent of Indige-
nous people over 15 years old were participating in the workforce. The influence of Indigenous people in 
politics continues to grow, with Indigenous representatives at all levels of government. Across the country, 
numerous radio and television stations, as well as offline and online newspapers, cater to an Indigenous 
audience; while national television networks offer dedicated Indigenous programming. Despite these 
advances, there is still much work to be done to improve equity.

4.14.2 What does it mean to 
be Indigenous today?
The definition of an Indigenous Australian 
has changed over time. Older definitions 
referred to skin colour or the amount of 
Aboriginal blood a person was said to have. 
Today, a person is entitled to be identified as 
Indigenous if they:
 • are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

descent
 • identify themselves as being of Aboriginal 

or Torres Strait Islander origin
 • are accepted as such by the community 

with which they associate.
Between 1991 and 2001 the number of 

people who identified as Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander (or both) on the national 
census rose dramatically — from 351 000 to 
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SOURCE 1 The estimated and projected Indigenous 
population at 30 June 1991, 2006 and 2021

6. Using what you have learned in this spread, create a mind map that shows the challenges faced by 
Indigenous Australians today. Consider aspects such as poverty, employment and education, and show how 
you think they are connected.

7. Work in groups to come up with suggestions for steps that could be taken to help address the problems you 
identified in the previous activity.
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517 000. This increase was due, it is believed, to census offi cers’ increased access to Indigenous communi-
ties and to the greater levels of acceptance for people to identify as Indigenous. 

 Some people view the growing number of people who identify themselves as Indigenous as a positive 
sign. They believe it represents a growing pride in Indigenous Australia. However, there are those who 
have questioned the motives of people who identify as Indigenous when they have a mixed heritage. These 
critics have implied that identifying as Indigenous may be based on a desire to profi t from this identity — a 
claim that is rejected by Indigenous leaders. Articles written by journalist Andrew Bolt, which criticised 
people who appear Caucasian but identify as Indigenous, were the subject of a racial discrimination trial in 
2010, launched by nine prominent Indigenous people mentioned in the articles.    

 4.14.3 The United Nations recognises the rights of Indigenous 
peoples 
 In the twenty-fi rst century the United Nations has taken a more active interest in supporting the rights 
and freedoms of Indigenous people around the world. Of particular importance are agreements such as 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which has made it very clear that a ‘hands-off’ approach to Indige-
nous rights is no longer enough. In some cases, CERD has used an ‘Urgent Action Procedure’ to pressure 
countries, including New Zealand and the United States, to recognise and respect the land rights of their 
Indigenous peoples. 

 The most decisive action taken by the United Nations in relation to Indigenous people was the creation 
of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007 (see  Source 4 ). The Declaration was devel-
oped, over two decades, with the input of Indigenous representatives from around the world, and in direct 

   SOURCE 3  Indigenous plaintiffs celebrate 
victory after journalist Andrew Bolt is 
found guilty of breaching the Racial 
Discrimination Act in the articles  It’s So 
Hip to Be Black  and  White Fellas in the 
Black . 

  SOURCE 2  Author Nicole Watson describes what it was 
like to grow up as a light-skinned Indigenous person. 

 I belong to the Birri Gubba People of central Queensland, 
even though I live in Sydney. I have blonde hair and blue 
eyes; characteristics that are irrelevant to my identity as 
an Aboriginal person. I never chose that identity. Rather, 
it was a bequest from the people who reared me — my 
strong-willed European Australian mother and my fi ery 
Aboriginal father … 

 … Throughout my teens, more than one observer 
casually raised the apparent clash between my light 
features and my Aboriginal identity. Such comments 
always drew a fl ash of pain on my father’s face. As 
an adult, I can only imagine how horrible it must have 
been for Dad to hear the paternity of his child being 
questioned so audaciously. I still marvel at the incredible 
privilege that lurked behind those obtuse comments. 

 When strangers question my identity, they question 
the adults who grew me. They question the choices that 
were made for me and perhaps, even the love that my 
family gave to me, and continue to give. As painful as 
such interrogations have been, they will never shake 
my identity. I know who I am. But I do wonder what 
motivates the likes of Andrew Bolt [a journalist who was 
found guilty of discrimination for criticising people who 
appear Caucasian but identify primarily as Indigenous]. 
What dark insecurities fester in his psyche that he has a 
desperate need to assault the humanity of strangers? 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 According to legal historian John 
McCorquodale, since the time of 
white settlement, governments have 
used 67 classifi cations, defi nitions or 
descriptions to decide who is Aboriginal. 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight



TOPIC 4 Rights and freedoms (1945-present) 167

c04RightsAndFreedoms.indd Page 167 26/07/17  9:04 PM

response to requests brought to the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations (WGIP). It embodies 
the rights and freedoms fought for by the world’s Indigenous people throughout the twentieth century. 
Although the articles of the Declaration are not legally binding, the Declaration is a very important symbol, 
particularly for nations attempting to reconcile with their Indigenous peoples.

4.14.4 The right to self-determination
Importantly, the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples officially recognised self-determination 
as a basic right for Indigenous peoples. Signatories agreed to allow their Indigenous communities to govern 
themselves and take charge of their own economic, social and cultural matters.

Only four UN countries voted against the Declaration in 2007. They were the United States, Canada, New 
Zealand and Australia. Mal Brough, Australia’s federal Indigenous Affairs Minister at the time, explained, 
‘We haven’t wiped our hands of it, but as it currently stands at the moment, it would provide rights to a 
group of people which would be to the exclusion of others … The best way of putting it is, it’s outside what 
we as Australians believe to be fair.’

It would take a change in government before Australia, under the leadership of Kevin Rudd, would sign 
the Declaration in 2009. This would finally give Indigenous Australians the opportunity to determine their 
own future.

SOURCE 4 Articles 1–5 of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007

Article 1
Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as individuals, of all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and international human rights law.

Article 2

Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and individuals and have the right 
to be free from any kind of discrimination, in the exercise of their rights, in particular that based on their 
Indigenous origin or identity.

Article 3

Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their 
political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

Article 4

Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to autonomy or self-
government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their 
autonomous functions.

Article 5

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political, legal, economic, social 
and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, 
economic, social and cultural life of the State.

SOURCE 5 Some of the things Indigenous people believe are essential for a national organisation that 
represents them

‘… the National Representative Body should primarily act as an advocacy and negotiation body, arguing 
independently from a considered and well researched base, for the domestic implementation of the Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other relevant and binding human rights provisions …’ (Public 
Submission 2)

‘The outcomes must be our own and we cannot feel like our funding will be cut if we stand up and speak out 
against a government policy or program.’ (Public Submission 8)
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 4.14.5 Our future in our hands 
 Building on the promise of the Declaration of the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, the Australian government sup-
ported the establishment of a National Congress of Aus-
tralia’s First Peoples. While this Congress is not the fi rst 
organisation designed to represent the interests of Indig-
enous people, it differs in some key ways. Based on a 
model proposed in the  Our Future in Our Hands  report 
(2009), the Congress is made up of Indigenous people, 
with equal numbers of men and women, and representa-
tion from young people and members of both urban and 
rural communities. It is a private, not-for-profi t com-
pany, meaning it does not rely on government funding. 

 Tom Calma, who chaired the committee charged with 
designing the Congress, explained, ‘It is time for Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander people to take control 
and set the agenda.’ Establishment of the Congress was 
praised by national Indigenous leaders, as well as inter-
national organisations such as the United Nations and 
Amnesty International.   

 ‘Any national body should collaborate effectively with the Indigenous Dialogue — the Dialogue should be the 
key vehicle to facilitate constitutional reform and that this process be carried out under the principles of the UN 
Declaration such as free, prior and informed consent …’ (Public Submission 77) 

 ‘We need a balance of young people as representatives on our peak body also. It’s always easy to presume 
we know best for our kids, but don’t take the time to ask. I would like to see a balance of 50/50 men and 
women represented.’ (Public Submission 16) 

   SOURCE 6  On 19 April 2010, at the ninth 
session of the United Nations’ Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, the New Zealand 
government announced its support for the 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and received a chorus of cheers from 
2000 Indigenous delegates in response. The 
announcement was followed by a traditional 
Maori song of thanks. 

 4.14 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    For a person to be considered Indigenous, they have to meet several criteria. What are they?  
2.   Journalist Andrew Bolt was accused of what crime by nine prominent Indigenous people in 2009?  
3.   In your own words, explain why the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Mal Brough, believed that Australia 

should not sign the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007.   

 Apply your understanding 
4.    Based on  Source 1 , describe in words the largest changes to the estimated and projected Indigenous 

populations between 1991 and 2021.  
5.   In  Source 2 , author Nicole Watson refl ects upon the experience of being a light-skinned Indigenous 

Australian. 
(a)    In what ways was this experience diffi cult for her and for her parents?  
(b)   Why do you think she chose to begin this piece with the words, ‘I belong to the Birri Gubba People of 

central Queensland, even though I live in Sydney’?    
6.    Source 3  depicts some of the prominent Indigenous Australians who fi led charges against journalist Andrew 

Bolt. Their case was ultimately successful. 
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4.15 Research project: Take the Freedom Ride
4.15.1 Scenario and task
In 1965 a group of people, mainly students from the University of Sydney, took part in a 2300 km bus ride 
through NSW to highlight the plight of Indigenous people and the discrimination they suffered. The partic-
ipants wanted to create awareness in the Australian population of the practice of racial segregation experi-
enced in country areas of NSW. The Freedom Riders also hoped to promote the campaign for a referendum 
to ensure discrimination against Indigenous people was removed from the Australian Constitution.

The group was called Student Action for Aborigines (SAFA) and their leader was Charles Perkins. One 
of the people on this trip was Ann Curthoys, who wrote a diary about the places they visited and what hap-
pened there. Nowadays we generally wouldn’t use a school exercise book to record our travels. We would 
instead put our ideas and experiences online by writing a blog or using a social networking site like Face-
book. In this way we could let everyone know what was happening immediately, and we could encourage 
support for the Freedom Ride at the next town.

Write four blog entries as if you were taking part in the Freedom Ride through NSW in the summer of 
1965. You want to let people know what is happening and encourage people to support you as you travel in 
the bus with other students.

Imagine yourself on the Freedom Ride either as an Indigenous or a non-Indigenous man or woman, and 
be sure to detail:
 • the reason for the Freedom Ride
 • the towns you visited (one blog entry for each town). Note: One of the towns must be either Walgett or 

Moree.
 • the reactions of people when you visited those towns (search for newspaper reports on the internet)
 • what you want people who read your blog to do to help you
 • what you hope to achieve.

It is important that you display an understanding of the event and the reasons for the Freedom Ride and 
place it in the context of the campaign for change and the 1967 referendum. You should also research and 
mention the part played by Charles Perkins in the Freedom Ride.

4.15.2 Process
 • Go to your LearnOn title to watch the introductory video lesson. You will write your blog entries 

individually, but first invite other members of your class to form a group to share your research.
 • To help you find extra information, you should find at least three sources other than your textbook. The 

weblinks in the Resources tab will help you get started.
 • When your research is complete, set up a new blog for your group on your favourite blogging website.
 • Each student should write a total of four blog entries, one for each town you have visited (including 

Walgett or Moree). Remember, you are writing in character and as if you were really there, so write in 

(a) How might this photograph have looked if a similar case — in which Indigenous Australians challenged 
the words of a white journalist — had been held in the 1950s or 1960s?

(b) List some of the social changes that have occurred over the past fifty years that might have contributed to 
the ultimate success of the case.

7. Analyse Sources 4 and 5 and select the sections that relate to self-determination. If these recommendations 
were followed, how might the lives of Indigenous Australians change over the next decade?

8. Write a 250-word report that explores the significance of Australia’s signing the Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and how the Declaration relates to the rights and freedoms strived for by at least one 
Indigenous activist, such as Charles Perkins (spread 4.6), Faith Bandler or Eddie Mabo (spread 4.9).
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fi rst person to make the blog personal. You should also 
express your feelings about the events that have taken 
place in the town, along with all of the facts. Make sure 
each blog entry is a minimum of 200 words. You can 
include pictures and other relevant visual material you 
may fi nd during your research.  

 •   When all of the members of your group have fi nished 
posting to your blog, you should review it and make 
any fi nal adjustments. Remember to check your 
spelling and grammar.  

 •   Print out your research report and hand it in to your 
teacher.   

  4.16  Review 
 4.16.1 Review 
 In this topic we have considered a complex aspect of recent Australian history: the struggle for Indigenous 
rights and freedoms since 1945. We have considered the roles played by government, organisations and the 
general public in supporting or hindering this struggle. We have also considered the challenges that remain 
as we seek to end the disparities between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians in the areas of health, 
education and employment.         

KEYTERMS
abo an abbreviation of the word ‘aborigine’ (today, this is considered an offensive term)
advocacy active support 
alienate to cause someone to feel isolated or separatedbe sung
apartheid an offi cial policy of racial segregation involving political, legal and economic discrimination
assimilated the process by which a minority group gives up its own customs and traditions and adopts those 
of the dominant culture
ballad a narrative poem, often intended to be sung
bipartisan supported by the two major political parties
census an offi cial, usually periodic count of a population
culpability state of guilt; being responsible or blameworthy
embassy the residence or place of offi cial business of an ambassador, who represents a foreign country 
eradicate wipe out, obliterate
folly foolishness; lack of good sense
heritage cultural traditions
iconic important or enduring
inalienable belonging to a thing by its nature; not able to be taken away
incarceration imprisonment
land rights the rights of Indigenous peoples to possess land they traditionally owned and occupied
moral relating to right and wrong behaviour
native title a ‘bundle of rights’ of Indigenous people to possess land they traditionally owned and continue to occupy
pastoralists a person who runs sheep or cattle on a property
precedent an action or decision on which later actions or decisions might be based
referendum a ballot in which people decide on an important political issue
rhetoric effective and persuasive language, sometimes used to mislead
self-determination the freedom for a people to determine their own course of action
seminal original and infl uential
substance abuse excessive use or misuse of drugs, alcohol or other addictive or mood-altering substances
tenure the right to hold land or property 
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4.16 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Multiple choice quiz 

Short answer quiz
1. When did the Howard government initiate the ‘Intervention’ in the Northern Territory?
2. Why was 26 January identified in 1938 as a ‘day of mourning’?
3. What was the purpose of the Aboriginal Protection Board?
4. Why is 27 May 1967 such a significant day in the history of Indigenous Australians?
5. Why was Albert Namatjira arrested in 1957?
6. Name one significant change to Indigenous policies under the Howard government.
7. Why was Charles Perkins so important to the Indigenous fight for rights and freedoms?
8. What was/is the purpose of the ‘Tent Embassy’?
9. Why did the 1971 Springbok tour of Australia attract such strident protest?

10. What is the average lifespan of an Indigenous man?
11. In what way was the Bringing Them Home report (1997) a wake-up call for white Australia?
12. Describe the difference between a ‘three cheers’ view of history and a ‘black armband’ view of history.
13. Name one challenge (or disparity) faced by Indigenous communities today.

Media depictions of Indigenous people
The media have been criticised for depicting Indigenous people in a limited number of ways, most often 
as either ‘noble’ (spiritually connected with the land, with little or no interest in modern culture) or ‘savage’ 
(backward in terms of development, their communities rife with crime and other social problems). These 
depictions can be seen in a range of media portrayals including in newspaper and magazine articles and 
popular films. Analysing the depiction of Indigenous people in these sources can help to trace the changed 
understanding of Indigenous people and their culture through the decades.

SOURCE 1 These excerpts from an article published by The West Australian in April 1952 introduce 
readers to an Indigenous tracker, a role that has appeared often in Australian popular culture including 
high-profile films such as Crocodile Dundee, The Tracker and Rabbit-Proof Fence.

Uncanny Ability of Aboriginal Tracker
The Australian aboriginal is one of the best native trackers in the world. Because of his uncanny ability he 
is able to exist and find life in country where no other person can. How does he do it? Is it some strange 
power born in him from the very depths of his ancient civilisation, is it a secret told to each boy as he 
matures, or does it boil down to instinct as in the animals he hunts?

… Those who have studied the aboriginal tracker say that he does not look straight down and peer at 
the ground as we would imagine, but looks up to 50 yards ahead until his eyes strike something. Every 
search has a starting point and from this the tracker works. His logic tells him which way a person, animal 
or reptile would travel from that point. He then looks for evidence to bear this out. If the track peters out he 
will start a semi-circling movement crossing and re-crossing what appears to be the logical trail. Trackers 
have been known to spend hours in one spot scanning the ground for the first tell tale signs. Once the 
tracker strikes, he moves and moves fast.

… Opinion seems to be that the native tracker in the north-west is by no means losing his ability with the 
encroachment of the white man on his territories. In other States the police dog is gradually superseding 
the native tracker. In our north-west, however, it seems as though the local policeman and his black boys 
will be seen ‘riding out’ for a long time yet.

terra nullius (‘land belonging to no-one’) in Australia, the legal idea that since no-one was ‘using’ the land 
when the first Europeans arrived, it could be claimed by the British Crown
treaty a formal agreement between states
unconstitutional not in accord with the principles set forth in the Constitution
unfettered unrestricted
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 Apply your understanding  
1.    Analyse  Source 1 , and complete the following: 

(a)    Locate words and phrases that praise the tracker.  
(b)   Identify words and phrases that could be seen as 

condescending.  
(c)   What aspects of the tracker’s behaviour does the writer, 

and the broader community, seem not to understand? 
What makes you say this?  

(d)   Overall, do you believe this is a positive representation of 
an Indigenous person? Why or why not?    

2.    Source 2  is a movie poster for  Jedda , which was released in 
1955. Look carefully at the poster and answer the following 
questions: 
(a)    What does the image of Jedda suggest about her 

character?  
(b)   How does this differ from the image of Marbuck?  
(c)   The tag line reads ‘It was death for him to look on this girl!’ 

What do you think this means?  
(d)   What aspects of the treatment of Indigenous people, up 

to and including the early 1950s, might  Jedda  have been 
designed to highlight? What makes you say this?    

3.   In what ways do  Sources 1  and  2  support or challenge the 
view of Indigenous people as either noble or savage?   

   SOURCE 2   Jedda , directed 
by Charles Chauvel, was the 
fi rst feature fi lm to star two 
Indigenous Australian actors. 
It is the story of Jedda, an 
Indigenous girl who turns 
her back on her European 
upbringing to follow an 
Indigenous man named Marbuck 
into the bush. After he is 
rejected by his tribe for bringing 
home a girl of the wrong skin 
colour, the couple set off 
together again, but their journey 
ends in tragedy. The movie 
was internationally acclaimed 
and was nominated for the 
prestigious Palm d’Or at Cannes 
Film Festival 1955. 

 Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets. 

    Complete these digital docs:   Worksheet 4.8: word sereh  

     Worksheet 4.9: Summing up  

    Worksheet 4.10: Refl ection  
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Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this chapter several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to 
answer these questions.
1. What rights and freedoms have Indigenous Australians fought for since 1945?
2. How have the struggles of Indigenous Australians been similar to, and different from, other fights for civil 

rights around the world?
3. Which Indigenous leaders have led the struggle for rights and freedoms?
4. How has government policy helped and hindered this struggle?
5. What challenges do Australia’s Indigenous people face today?
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