
50 Jacaranda History Alive 7 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c03TheAncientPastBeforeFarming Page 50 05/07/17  1:19 PM

OVERVIEW 1: THE ANCIENT WORLD

TOPIC 3
The ancient past before farming

3.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic.

3.1.1 A trip through time
You may have seen travel brochures advertising ‘the journey of a lifetime’. They promise to take you to 
far-off places you have never seen to experience cultures that are different from anything you have ever 
known. If you are lucky, you have been on such a trip. This topic is also a journey, but it will take you 
through many human lifetimes and we will be travelling not just through space but also through time — 
about 80  000 years of time!

We begin in the Old Stone Age, when the ancestors of every modern human being on our entire planet 
were hunting and gathering their food in Africa. We will follow the pathway of people who walked out 
of Africa, probably less than 100 000 years ago. The descendants of this group would gradually spread to 
populate every habitable corner of the Earth.

Here we are looking at prehistoric times, or prehistory. We use that term because there was no writing 
and so we have no written records of this time. This was when chipped or ground stone was the most 
advanced technology and when hunting and gathering were the only means of providing for human needs. 
In most places the Old Stone Age lasted for at least 95 per cent of the time that Homo sapiens (literally 
‘knowing man’, or modern humans) have existed.

This period includes much of the time that Indigenous peoples have lived in Australia — possibly as long 
as 60 000 years. Aboriginal history reaches back far beyond the times of the civilisations of ancient Egypt, 
Greece, India and China. In fact, Indigenous Australia represents the world’s longest continuous cultures.

SOURCE 1 Science fiction writers such as the creators of the television series Dr Who have imagined what it 
might be like to travel through time in machines like the Doctor’s Tardis.
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BCE

c. 75 000
Humans spread
through Asia.

c. 21 000
The world’s earliest
ground-edge, grooved
axes are made in
Arnhem Land.

c. 20 000
The last Ice Age
reaches its peak.

c. 12 000
The Middle Stone Age
begins in Europe.

c. 30 000–10 000
Humans colonise the

Americas.

c. 8000
The world’s earliest

returning boomerangs
are used in

South Australia.

30 000

10 000

20 000

200000

150 000

100 000

50 000

40 000
c. 40 000
Humans begin to
spread through
Europe.
c. 33 000
Humans move into
Tasmania when sea
levels are low.

c. 200 000–130 000
The earliest true humans

(Homo sapiens) appear
in Africa.

c. 36 000
Humans reach

southern Australia.

c. 60 000
Humans migrate to
New Guinea and
Australia.

c. 30 000
Homo neanderthalensis

(Neanderthal Man)
becomes extinct.

Early cave paintings
are created in

France and Spain.
Rock engravings are

made on
Cape York Peninsula.

 A timeline of the ancient world  

 Big questions 
 As you work through this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer these 
questions:  
1.   When did humans spread to every inhabitable 

part of the world?  
2.   What was the relationship between Old 

Stone Age hunter-gatherers and the natural 
environment?  

3.   How do archaeological evidence, oral history 
and the work of anthropologists help us to 
understand Old Stone Age societies?  

4.   What do we know of the way Old Stone Age 
societies were organised?  

5.   What do we know about the beliefs and values 
of Old Stone Age societies?   

 Starter questions  
6.   Approximately how long have human beings 

lived on Earth?  
7.   About how long have Indigenous peoples lived 

in Australia? (See the timeline.)  
8.   Do you know any creation stories about the 

origins of Indigenous Australians?  
9.   What do you already know about the 

relationship between Australia’s Indigenous 
peoples and the land?   

   Explore more with these weblinks:  Australian Story 

  The Dreaming 

  Gadi Mirrabooka 

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 
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  3.2  How do we know about the
Old Stone Age world? 
 3.2.1 Evidence of the Stone Age 
 Investigating the Old Stone Age is like trying to solve a jigsaw puzzle 
with most of the pieces missing. History has to be based on evidence 
from primary sources, but we have much less evidence of Old Stone 
Age societies in  prehistoric  times than we have of people who lived 
in settled communities in later ancient times. For Old Stone Age 
peoples we have no evidence from written records because there was 
no writing. Without such records we do not know the name of even 
a single person who lived in prehistoric times. Also there were far 
fewer people in those times to leave other traces behind.  

 Solving the puzzle 
 We have almost no evidence from buildings. Because Old Stone Age 
people were  hunter-gatherers  they lived  nomadic  or semi-nomadic 
lives, and so they rarely required permanent dwellings. Clothes 
made of animal skins and tools made of wood do not normally sur-
vive for thousands of years. Despite these problems, as you will see 
from the pictures in this section, there are primary sources that 
can provide us with clues to unlocking some of the secrets 
of the Old Stone Age. These clues include weapons and tools 
made of stone and bone and paintings on cave walls.  

 Beginning with simple hand-axes of chipped stone, Old 
Stone Age people learned to create an enormous range of stone 
and bone tools, including chisels, needles and fi shing hooks. 
Old Stone Age cave paintings have been found in many parts 
of the world. Some of the largest concentrations of cave paint-
ings are in the south of France. Among the most ancient of all 
cave paintings are those in northern Australia. Cave paintings 
can help to reveal many things, including the way Old Stone 
Age peoples saw their world. They also provide evidence of 
animals that no longer exist, such as the giant mammoth and 
the sabre-tooth tiger.      

  SOURCE 1  This  Cro-Magnon  skull 
was found in France. It is at least 
30 000 years old. These remains 
represent the earliest modern human 
beings living in western Europe.  

  SOURCE 2  An Old Stone Age weapon 
or tool made from reindeer antler. It is 
68.5 centimetres long and about 10 500 
years old. It was found in England.  

  SOURCE 3  An Old Stone Age painting of bison from Lascaux 
cave in southern France  

  SOURCE 4  An Old Stone Age painting on 
rock showing a hunter with deer. It is from 
Mexico.  
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3.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Look back at spread 1.6 How old is it? before answering the following question: Which of Sources 1 to 4 in 

subtopic 3.2 should it be possible to date using radiocarbon dating?

Apply your understanding
2. Look closely at Source 2.

(a) From what material is it made?
(b) Why could that material have been very useful to Old Stone Age people?
(c) Do you think it is a weapon or a tool?
(d) Make a simple sketch to show how it may have been used.

3. Write a short paragraph explaining three things that Source 3 and Source 4 might tell us about Old Stone 
Age people.

4. Very few skeletal remains like Source 1 have been found from the Old Stone Age. What might such evidence 
tell us about Old Stone Age people?

5. In about one page, write a summary of all you have discovered about Old Stone Age people from just these 
four objects.

6. Draw up two columns headed ‘Certain’ and ‘Uncertain’ and list everything you summarised in activity 5 
under one or other of these columns.

7. Working in small groups, discuss the reasons why you chose ‘Certain’ or ‘Uncertain’ for each discovery.

 Explore more with this weblink: Lascaux caves

 RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

3.3 Out of Africa
3.3.1 The human story begins
The human story begins in Africa. Scientific evidence tells us that several different human-like species 
emerged in Africa between about two million and 200  000 years ago. Members of some of these species, 
including Homo sapiens, the species to which all modern humans belong, migrated out of Africa.

Most of the time period during which modern humans have existed is called the Old Stone Age. It was 
the age of the hunter-gatherers, the time before many people became farmers. This age ended in the Middle 
East around 11 000 years ago. Elsewhere, it ended later. In some places, including Australia, it ended just a 
couple of centuries ago.

DID YOU KNOW?
In 2011, scientists used evidence from DNA to rewrite the story of early Homo sapiens’ migrations. They 
concluded that the ancestors of Aboriginal Australians most likely left Africa and the Middle East at least 
20 000 years earlier than the ancestors of Asians and Europeans.
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 Imagining the distant past 
 Imagine living in a world where everything you now take for granted has never existed. You live in caves 
or shelters covered in bark or skins. If you live in a warm climate, you probably need no clothes. In a cold 
climate, your clothes are skins from animals your family has hunted. 

 All your food comes from these animals and from roots, seeds, fruits or berries gathered in the wild. 
Your only warmth and light at night comes from fi res you make by scratching  fl int  or rubbing sticks to 
ignite dry leaves or grass. 

 Each day a great ball of fi re crosses your sky bringing warmth and light, only to disappear again over 
what you might believe is the edge of the world. You live in fear of large animals that are faster and 
stronger than you and who see  you  as food. But you have some advantages. A thumb opposite the fi ngers 
on each hand enables you to make and use simple tools and weapons. Your brain enables you to learn from 
every experience. And you have language — the ability to make sounds that have a shared meaning for the 
clan with which you will spend your short life. 

 3.3.2 The theory of evolution 
 Less than two centuries ago most people in Christian, Jewish and Muslim societies believed that the Earth 
and all living things were only about 6000 years old. This belief came from The Bible. It was challenged 
by Charles Darwin in 1859. Darwin presented a scientifi c argument using evidence to show that all  species  
 evolved  from other life forms over millions of years. This is called the theory of evolution. It is supported 
by evidence from discoveries of  fossils  by  palaeontologists , but many people still reject this theory. 

 Human origins 
 Scientists now generally agree that life on Earth began about three billion years ago. About six million 
years ago the line of animals from which modern humans are descended split from that of the chimpanzees. 
 Source 2  illustrates the way in which many scientists believe humans evolved.  

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  

  www.myworldatlas.com.au   
 �   Out of Africa  
 �   Early cultures  

1  Almost two 
million years ago 
Homo ergaster, 
the �rst human-like 
species, appeared 
in Africa. It reached 
parts of Asia at 
least one million 
years ago.

2  About 1.5 
million years ago 
Homo erectus 
evolved from 
Homo ergaster. 
(Homo erectus 
later became 
extinct.)

3 About 800 000 
years ago Homo 
heidelbergensis 
descended from 
Homo ergaster.  

4  About 250 000 
years ago Homo 
neanderthalensis 
(Neanderthal man) 
descended from 
Homo 
heidelbergensis. 
(Neanderthals were 
extinct by 30 000 
years ago.)

4  About 250 000 
years ago Homo 
neanderthalensis 
(Neanderthal man) 
descended from 
Homo 
heidelbergensis. 
(Neanderthals were 
extinct by 30 000 
years ago.)

5  Possibly around 
200 000 years ago 
Homo sapiens 
evolved in Africa 
from Homo erectus 
or Homo 
heidelbergensis. All 
modern humans 
belong to this 
species.

  SOURCE 2  How human beings evolved  

 3.3.3 Human migrations 
 As we now know, there were originally several human species. However, only our species,  Homo sapiens , 
survived.  Homo sapiens  migrated throughout Africa and into Asia, Australia and Europe by around 40 000 
years ago and later into the Americas. Palaeontologists and archaeologists have traced these migrations by 
studying and dating fossil sites and archaeological sites, and comparing the tools and bones of humans and 
the animals they hunted. 
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 Why did people migrate to new lands? 
 Perhaps people migrated because of pressure on food supplies, but evidence from the science of  genetics  
suggests that 40 000 years ago there were only about 200 000 humans in the world. The cold northern cli-
mate could have encouraged groups to migrate south, but this would not explain why other humans moved 
north into icy Siberia around 40 000 years ago. 

 What happened to the Neanderthals? 
 One of the great puzzles of prehistory is why the Neanderthals died out. We know that Neanderthals and 
some types of  Homo erectus  lived at the same time as early  Homo sapiens . But by about 30 000 years ago 
 Homo sapiens  were the only surviving humans. 

 Did  Homo sapiens  cause this or did these other species become  extinct  for other reasons? We do
not know. 

 Neanderthals and  Homo sapiens  had similar-sized brains and used similar tools; both were hunter- 
gatherers and used fi re. There is evidence that both cared for sick or injured members of their groups 
and buried their dead. Fossils suggest that Neanderthals were shorter but more strongly built than  Homo 
sapiens . Neanderthals also had shorter lives, lived in smaller groups, never spread past Europe and western 
Asia and did not change their tool-making technology as much as  Homo sapiens . Evidence also suggests 
that Neanderthals were less nomadic. They occupied their sites year-round so they would have had to hunt 
and gather over a wider area each day. 

 3.3.4 The changing Old Stone Age 
 Technologies and art 
 The earliest tools were stones that were smashed to create a jagged edge. Over many thousands of years, 
humans improved stone tools by fl aking and grinding them.  

 From about 40 000 BCE people were using stone chisels, scrapers, and small spear and arrow tips as 
well as sewing needles and fi sh hooks made of bone. They were also wearing body ornaments and using 
symbols in cave paintings.  

  SOURCE 3  A fl int hand axe made around 200 000 years ago in Africa  

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 Prehistoric people made musical instruments like fl utes from hollow bones. The earliest were found in Africa and 
are believed to be around 45 000 years old. 
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 Prehistoric art tells us something about how Old Stone Age 
people saw their world. There is evidence of grinding pigments 
to make paints in Africa at least 100  000 years ago. There are pre-
historic art sites on every continent. Prehistoric people in Europe 
carved small sculptures and made cave paintings from around 
40  000 years ago. Most importantly, archaeologists believe that 
people who communicated through art must also have communi-
cated through spoken language.  

 Old Stone Age societies 
 If prehistoric societies were similar to surviving hunter-gatherer 
societies, people probably moved around in extended family 
groups of fewer than fi fty individuals. Men and women would 
have had different roles. The older men would have had most 
authority, but there would have been few differences in wealth and 
power. However, this is largely guesswork.    

  SOURCE 4  The Venus of Willendorf, 
a stone fi gure probably made around 
27  000 years ago  

 3.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding   
1.   List possible reasons for human migration in prehistoric times.  
2.   Explain what we might learn about prehistoric societies from their art and from the ways of life of hunter-

gatherer societies in modern times.    
3. (a)    Draw up a table with two columns. In the fi rst column, list the things that  Homo sapiens  and Neanderthals 

had in common. In the second column, list the ways in which they were different.  
(b)   Discuss in groups which differences might have helped one to survive while the other became extinct?     

 Apply your understanding   
4.   Using the  Source 1  map, place the movement of early humans from Africa to each main region of the world 

in chronological order.  
5.   Read  Source 2  and name two species of early humans.  
6.   Because of rising sea levels about 10 000 years ago, routes taken by humans migrating along the coasts of 

Asia are now under water. How would this make it diffi cult for archaeologists to trace their movements?  
7.   Create a comic strip to show how the tool shown in  Source 3  would have been made and used.  
8.   Study  Source 4 . It is believed to represent fertility (the ability to produce offspring).  

(a)   Describe the fi gure, explaining which features are exaggerated.  
(b)   Try to think of a reason why Old Stone Age people made such fi gures.    

9.   Use the internet to prepare a PowerPoint presentation on the Cave of Lascaux or other Old Stone Age cave 
sites in southern France. Explain what such caves tell us about Old Stone Age people.   

  Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 3.1:  Journal of a prehistoric human 
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3.4 A changing Paleolithic world
3.4.1 Ice Ages
Today we know that human activities, such as 
burning coal and oil, are causing global warming. 
This could bring disastrous climate changes, 
causing the drying up of fertile farming regions 
and flooding of river valleys that are home to 
tens of millions of people. In Paleolithic times, 
humans had no effect on changes in the Earth’s 
climate. Changes in climate did, however, have 
huge effects on humans.

The last Ice Age
The time we call the Pleistocene Epoch 
(about 1.8 million to 10 000 BCE) was gen-
erally a time of extreme cooling and recur-
ring Ice Ages. These periods lasted for tens of 
thousands of years. Such climate changes are 
caused by small changes in the Earth’s orbit 
around the sun. The last Ice Age began around 
110 000 BCE and reached its peak (its coldest 
point) about 20 000 BCE.

Living in the Ice Age
Humans survived by adapting to climate changes 
and becoming more intelligent. The northern 
hemisphere’s long, cold winters meant fewer 
plant foods. But humans learned to make better 
weapons and to change their hunting methods 
to kill large mammals such as mammoths. The 
meat of a mammoth could keep for months in 
the freezing conditions.

An Ice Age village
At a place called Pushkari, in Ukraine, archae-
ologists discovered the traces of a settlement 
that had been inhabited at the peak of the Ice 
Age. These provided evidence of how humans 
survived in a world of freezing temperatures 
and continual drought.

During the last
Ice Age

The northern hemisphere 
was much colder and 

drier than it is now.

The southern continents 
had mostly tropical and 

subtropical climates.

Sea levels were about 100 to 150 metres 
lower than they are now, so Siberia was 
connected to Alaska and Australia was 

much closer to Asia than at present.

Many species of animals 
were driven to extinction.

Large parts of the 
northern continents were 

covered by glaciers.

The human population 
was small and it was a 
struggle just to survive.

SOURCE 1

SOURCE 2 Mammoth and ibex (a type of wild goat). 
A Paleolithic wall painting from the Rouffignac cave, 
Dordogne, France.

SOURCE 3 An archaeologist’s description of Pushkari as it was around 20 000 BCE From Steven Mithen, After 
the Ice: A Global Human History 20 000–5 000 BC, 2003 

… five dwellings form a rough circle … They face south, away from the biting icy wind and close to … a  semi-
frozen river. The dwellings are igloo-like but built from mammoth bones and hide rather than blocks of ice. Each 
has an imposing entrance formed by two tusks, up-ended to form an arch. The walls use massive leg bones as 
vertical supports, between which jawbones have been stacked chin-down to form a thick barrier to the cold and 
wind. Further tusks are used on the roof to weigh down hides and sods of turf that are supported on a framework 
of bones and branches … Temperatures can fall to minus 30 degrees C and there are nine months of it to endure.
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       3.4.2 Human impact on the 
environment 
 Surprisingly, even that long ago humans had some 
effect on their environment. They burned vegetation to 
create new growth. This attracted the plant-eating mam-
mals they hunted. Burning and over-hunting may have 
changed the balance of plants and animals in some areas. 
Humans tamed wolves to become domesticated dogs. As 
they spread to new places such as Australia, Siberia and 
the Americas, humans found species of animals that had 
not learned to fear them. Such animals became easy prey. 
Scientists believe that humans drove some large animals, 
such as the mammoth, to extinction. 

 The world warms up 
 The world began warming up from about 18 000 BCE. 
By 13 000 BCE the ice sheets had started melting. 
Between 12 000 and 8000 BCE the climate fl uctuated 
wildly. But then the Ice Age was over. It was followed by 
the  Holocene Epoch . The new epoch brought a milder 
climate to the northern hemisphere, but in some parts of 
the southern hemisphere, such as Australia, vast areas 
became very hot and dry. This global warming created 
conditions in which humans in a few places would move 
towards the New Stone Age, the age of farming, towns 
and what we call civilisation.     

  SOURCE 4  A modern elephant has smaller 
tusks than a mammoth and no fur.  

 3.4 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding   
1.   Fill in the blanks to complete the following sentences:  

(a)   In the last Ice Age the Earth was much ___________ and __________ than today.  
(b)   Much of the northern hemisphere was covered by ___________.  
(c)   Ice Ages and other natural changes in the Earth’s __________ were caused by small changes in the Earth’s 

___________.  
(d)   People coped with the Ice Age by becoming more ___________, making better ___________ and changing 

_________ methods.    
2.   Explain the main differences between the cause of the global warming that took place from about 20 000 to 

10 000 years ago and recent global warming.  
3.   Draw a cartoon to show how Ice Age people might have hunted and killed mammoths.   

 Apply your understanding   
4.   Study Sources 2 and 3.  

(a)   What is unusual about the image of the mammoth in  Source 2 ?  
(b)   Can you think of any reasons why prehistoric artists might have drawn it? (There are several possible 

answers.)  
(c)   Describe the uses made of mammoth parts in  Source 3 .  
(d)   Make a list of other resources that the people of Pushkari would have obtained from mammoths.    

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



60 Jacaranda History Alive 7 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c03TheAncientPastBeforeFarming Page 60 05/07/17  1:19 PM

  3.5  An amazing journey 
 3.5.1 Coming to Australia 
 Indigenous Australians who follow traditional beliefs explain their origins through the stories of their cre-
ation period. According to some of these stories, their people have been in Australia since the beginning 
of time. Each language group has its stories of spirit ancestors who created all life in the distant past. 

  Complete these digital docs:   Worksheet 3.2:  Climate change 

    Worksheet 3.3:  Living in the freezer 

 RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

New Guinea

New Guinea

New Guinea

30 000 BCE

20 000 BCE

9000 BCE

Torres  Strait

Torres  Strait

Torres  Strait

Australia

Australia

Australia

Key
Land above sea level
Present coastline

0 500 1000 km
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Arumvale

Upper Swan

Talgai

Burrill Lake
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  SOURCE 1  The lowest sea levels in the past 120 000 years occurred about 20 000, 70 000 and 90 000 years ago. 
The shaded areas show places that are now under the sea but were above sea level until the last Ice Age ended about 
10 000 years ago. The map also shows some Australian archaeological sites that are more than 10 000 years old.      

5.   Imagine you are living in the Ice Age village described in  Source 3 . Write a short ‘diary entry’ describing what 
things you might do in a typical day.  

6.   Use  Source 4  and what you have learned about mammoths to draw a sketch of a mammoth with labels 
showing how mammoths were different from modern elephants.   

Source: © WorldSat International Inc., 2006,  www.worldsat.ca  All rights reserved. Map redrawn and overlay created by MAPgraphics Pty Ltd, 
Brisbane.
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However, scientists argue that all human 
life originated in Africa. From Africa 
people  gradually migrated to the far-fl ung 
regions of the world, including Austral-
asia. We can therefore assume that Indig-
enous Australians must have travelled here 
in the distant past.  

 The last Ice Age in the Pleistocene 
period ended around 10 000 years ago. 
During the Ice Age much of the world’s 
water was locked up in great ice sheets in 
the northern hemisphere, and this meant 
ocean levels were more than 100 metres 
lower than they are today. It also meant 
that islands and continents now separated 
by wide seas were then joined to one 
another or separated by much narrower 
sea channels. The distance by sea between 
Australia and Asia was much shorter than 
it is now, and Papua New Guinea and Tas-
mania were joined to the Australian main-
land (see  Source 1 ).  

 The most widely accepted theory is that 
groups of Aboriginal people migrated from 
South-East Asia to Australia during the 
Ice Age. They did so by walking across 
the land and ‘island hopping’ across the 
narrow seas in canoes or rafts. 

SOURCE 2 From Josephine Flood, The Riches of Ancient
Australia, 1990

The reason why scientists believe in an overseas origin 
for Australia’s fi rst people is there is nothing in the 
Australian fauna, past or present, from which humans 
could have evolved. There are no anthropoid or pongid 
(ape-like) ancestors in Australia from whom they could be 
independently descended.

SOURCE 3 A modern artist’s impression of the way the fi rst 
people may have reached Australia, travelling on rafts from 
South-East Asia around 60 000 years ago

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.  
  www.myworldatlas.com.au   

�   Indigenous migrations to Australia  

 3.5.2 When and why did people fi rst come to Australia? 
 Most archaeologists now believe that the Indigenous peoples arrived in Australia at least 50 000 and pos-
sibly 60 000 years ago. Over many thousands of years they gradually spread throughout the land. Traces of 
human life found in many parts of Australia provide evidence for this theory. From the oldest to the most 
recent, these traces include:  
 •   rock shelters in Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territory with evidence of occupation for at least 

50 000 years  
 •   stone tools with radiocarbon-dated charcoal between 45 000 and 38 000 years old from campsites at Lake 

Mungo in the Willandra Lakes region of New South Wales  
 •   similar fi nds at Upper Swan in Western Australia, dated to around 36 000 BCE; the Franklin River Caves 

in Tasmania, dated to around 33 000 BCE; and Keilor in Victoria, dated to around 29 000 BCE  
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 •   evidence from Lake Mungo of human burial dated to around 28  000 BCE and human cremation dated to 
around 24 000 BCE  

 •   a burial site for 40 people at Kow Swamp in Victoria, dated to 11 000–9000 BCE.   
 This theory does not claim to explain  why  they came to Australia. There is no evidence that would 

help to explain this. Perhaps it was by accident, although this seems unlikely. Perhaps their migration was 
caused by pressure from other peoples in South-East Asia. Migration could have taken place gradually over 
many generations. What we do know is that people gradually occupied the whole Australian continent, 
including Tasmania, which they reached at least 33 000 years ago.  

 More archaeological evidence 
 Archaeological evidence has been recorded at more than 60 000 Aboriginal sites in Australia. Not all of 
these sites are ancient, but some of them provide our primary source evidence for Australia’s prehistory. 
They include:  
 •    Campsites . These may be in the open, in caves or 

in rock shelters containing charcoal, baked clay, 
fi re-blackened stones, food remains and artefacts 
such as stone tools.  

 •    Middens . These refuse heaps are common in 
coastal areas and usually contain remains of meals 
of shellfi sh.  

 •    Mounds . Earth was heaped up above its normal 
level to provide a platform on which wooden huts 
were built. They often contain traces similar to 
those found at campsites.  

 •    Quarries . Axe-heads and other tools were made at 
these sites. They often show evidence of grinding 
grooves made by repeated sharpening of tools on a 
rock surface.  

 •    Fish traps . These were formed by stone walls that 
were designed to trap fi sh as the tide went out or 
as freshwater levels fell.     

 •    Scarred trees . Tree scarring was often caused by 
removal of bark to make canoes, shields, carrying dishes and other artefacts.  

 •    Burial sites . All such sites are considered sacred and are closed to the public.  
 •    Ceremonial sites . These are usually arrangements of stones to form rings, corridors or cairns (heaps

of stone).  
 •    Rock art . Australia has the world’s oldest continuous tradition of rock art.   

 There are many examples of all these types of sites throughout Australia and there is little doubt that 
many more remain undiscovered. Most of our clues to the distant past must come from such evidence. 
However, many Indigenous sites have been used continuously over thousands of years, and some are still in 
use. This makes it diffi cult to confi rm how old they are.      

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 Scientists believe that most Aboriginal groups lived in coastal areas. Archaeological evidence of their lives 
would have been covered over when sea levels rose around 10 000 years ago. 

  SOURCE 4  Aboriginal fi sh traps on the Barwon 
River, Brewarrina, NSW. They are known as the 
Ngunnhu to the local Ngemba people, who say 
they were made by Baiame, an ancestral creation 
being. The traps have been used by the local 
Indigenous people for many generations. Their true 
age is impossible to determine because of this 
continuous use.  
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3.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Using the scale in Source 1, calculate how far Aboriginal people would have had to travel by sea from South-

East Asia to Australia.
2. Use the information in this spread to make a timeline from about 60 000 BCE to 8000 BCE. Use a scale of 

0.5 centimetre = 1000 years. On your timeline, place the following events:
(a) Possible arrival of the first Aboriginal people in Australia
(b) People living in Kakadu
(c) Occupation of Lake Mungo in the Willandra Lakes region
(d) Occupation of Upper Swan in Western Australia
(e) Occupation of the Franklin River Caves in Tasmania
(f) People living at Keilor in Victoria
(g) Burials at Kow Swamp.

Apply your understanding
3. Study Source 4.

(a) Who created the fish traps?
(b) Why is it impossible to know how long ago they were made?
(c) What evidence does it provide for an investigation of ancient Australia?
(d) Explain what conclusions you can draw from the evidence in the source.

4. Imagine you are one of the people undertaking the hazardous journey shown in Source 3. What 
circumstances do you think might have led to your decision to make such a journey?

5. Decide on three historical questions that you would ask about Sources 5 and 6.

SOURCE 5 Grinding grooves in a stone 
axe workshop at Little Rocky Creek, 
Landsborough, Queensland. Many 
such grinding grooves can be observed 
in the surrounding rocks. They were 
made by local Aboriginal people up to 
10 000 years ago while sharpening their 
hunting tools and weapons.

SOURCE 6 These stones mark an Aboriginal crossing at 
Lake Moore salt marsh in Western Australia and are part of a 
winding set of markers over eighty metres long made up of 
more than five hundred stones. It is impossible to tell when 
they were first put in place.
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3.6 The wider picture: New Guinea and the 
Torres Strait Islands
3.6.1 Australasia
Australasia includes the island of New Guinea and nearby Pacific islands, including the Torres Strait Islands 
(which are part of modern Australia) and New Zealand. New Zealand was uninhabited until Polynesian 
people, the ancestors of the Maori, migrated there from the islands of Polynesia, thousands of kilometres 
to the north-east, in huge ocean-going canoes between 800 and 1300 CE. In contrast, New Guinea was 
first populated around the same time and in much the same way as Australia. Much later, people probably 
migrated from New Guinea to the Torres Strait Islands.

Papuans and Austronesians
Present-day New Guinea is divided into roughly equal halves. The eastern part is the independent state 
of Papua New Guinea. The western part is the Indonesian territory of Irian Jaya. There are more than a 
thousand different tribes and languages on the island. This is probably because the rugged, mountainous 

  Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 3.4: Why migrate?
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landscape separated groups from one another. However, the people are usually considered to belong to 
two main ethnic groups — Papuans and Austronesians. Archaeological evidence suggests that the Papuans 
arrived from South-East Asia from around 50 000 BCE. The Austronesians came much later as ocean voy-
agers from southern China and settled along the coasts of mainland New Guinea and on its islands.

Hunter-gatherers and farmers
The first people who came to New Guinea 
were hunter-gatherers. However, they seem 
to have developed gardening as early as the 
people of Mesopotamia and Egypt. There are 
ancient irrigation systems in the New Guinea 
highlands where bananas and taro have been 
grown since around 5000 BCE.

The Torres Strait Islanders
Like the people of New Guinea and other 
nearby Pacific islands, the Torres Strait 
Islanders are  Melanesians. Their economy 
was based on fishing, hunting and subsist-
ence farming, but they also became seafarers 
who traded with people in Cape York and New 
Guinea. Archaeologists have found evidence 
that people have lived on some of the 274 
Torres Strait Islands for at least 2500 years. 
They were probably there much earlier. But if 
they settled near the shores of those islands, all 
traces of their camps would have been covered 
when sea levels rose, separating New Guinea 
from Australia.

SOURCE 3 A painting by Edward Porcher. Painted around 1845, it depicts the meeting of 
Islander canoes and strangers near the Murray Islands.
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3.7 Changing climate and changing technology
3.7.1 Change and adapt
The most common hypothesis about early Aboriginal migrations within Australia is that the first people to 
arrive in northern Australia were probably coastal dwellers. As groups moved down the coast and inland 
they would have had to adapt to very different climates and food sources. Around 50 000 years ago, Central 
Australia was cooler and wetter than it is today. There were many freshwater lakes, but the inland would 
still have been much drier than South-East Asia.

Climate change
Over the next 30 000 years or more people had to adapt to great climatic changes. By around 17 000 years 
ago, the inland became drier and hotter, the lakes dried up, becoming the salt pans of today, and the con-
tinent shrank as the seas rose, flooding the continental shelf. Around 12 000 years ago Tasmania became 
an island and 8000 years ago New Guinea was separated from Australia. Aboriginal oral traditions refer to 
such changes, including rising seas and erupting Queensland volcanoes over 10 000 years ago.

Living with giant animals
Many plants and animals of ancient Australia were very different from those of today. Forty thousand years 
ago, many of the megafauna — very large birds and animals — still roamed the country. They included 
the Diprotodon, a marsupial that was like a wombat but as large as a rhinoceros, the Megalania, a giant 
carnivorous goanna, and the Thylacoleo carnix or Marsupial Lion (see Source 3 in section 3.9).

Aboriginal Australians coexisted with and probably hunted the megafauna until these giant animals 
became extinct. Scientists have disagreed on whether the megafauna became extinct because of human 

DID YOU KNOW?
Before missionaries arrived in the Torres Strait Islands in the 1870s, the Islanders had their own religious cults. 
Some practised calling up the spirits of the recently dead, ritual beheadings and cannibalism. We have no 
evidence to explain how long ago such beliefs and practices developed.

3.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Complete the following sentences by filling in the blank spaces:

(a) Australasia includes _______ ___________ and nearby Pacific islands, the _______ Strait Islands and 
New Zealand.

(b) The people of New Guinea are considered to belong to two main ethnic groups: Papuans and 
______________.

(c) Evidence suggests that the Papuans arrived from _________ _____ from around ______ BCE.
(d) The Papuans were among the world’s first farmers because they developed ___________ as early as the 

people of ______________ and Egypt.
(e) People have lived on some Torres Strait Islands for at least ________ years.

Apply your understanding
2. Study Source 1 and use its key to summarise how the landscape of New Guinea could help explain how its 

people formed more than a thousand separate tribes.
3. Using Sources 2 and 3 as your evidence, suggest reasons why Torres Strait Islanders became 

accomplished seafarers.
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  SOURCE 1  Different climate zones and environments in Australia since about 10 000 BCE          

A  Stirling Range, south-west Western Australia

C  Tropical rainforest from Mt Alexander, near Daintree, 
north Queensland
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hunting or climate change. Aboriginal oral traditions about the giant yowie or bunyip probably originated 
in the age of the megafauna.

DID YOU KNOW?
The dingo first arrived in Australia about 4000 years ago. It was probably brought from South-East Asia. 
Gradually the Tasmanian tiger and Tasmanian devil were driven to extinction on the mainland. They survived 
only in Tasmania, which the dingo never reached because Tasmania was isolated by the waters of Bass Strait.

3.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Complete the following sentences by filling in the blank spaces:

(a) The earliest Australians probably lived along the _______.
(b) Around 50 000 years ago Central Australia was ________ and ________ than it is now.
(c) By around _____ years ago the inland lakes dried up, becoming the _____ _____ of today, and the 

continent ________ as the seas rose.
(d) Tasmania became an island _____ years ago.
(e) New Guinea was separated from _____________ 8000 years ago.
(f) Aboriginal _____ traditions refer to rising _____ and erupting Queensland volcanoes more than 

_____ years ago.
2. How might people have adapted to such big changes in their environment?
3. Make a list of tools used by Aboriginal people by about 10 000 years ago.
4. What was the environmental impact of the introduction of the dingo?

Apply your understanding
5. Study Source 1. Draw up two columns in your notebook. In the first column, describe the natural features of 

the environment in each of the areas shown in the photographs surrounding the map. In the second column, 
describe the types of knowledge that would have been essential for survival in each area.

  Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 3.5: Ancient Australia timeline

 RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Changing technology
Along with enormous changes in the environment, there were also changes in technology in ancient Aus-
tralia. There is evidence that around 20 000 years ago people of northern Australia learned to grind stone 
to make better axes. This method of making axe-heads and spear throwers reached south-eastern Australia 
about 4000 years ago.

It is not certain when each new tool was developed. But we have archaeological evidence that by about 
10 000 years ago their tools and weapons included fishing hooks and lines, spears, spear throwers, returning 
boomerangs, clubs, knives, axes, adzes, chisels and digging sticks, along with carrying bags and other food 
containers. All were made of stone, wood or animal materials.
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3.8 The ancient Australian economy
3.8.1 Hunter-gathering, trade and artefacts
As we have seen, most of our evidence for 
this period comes from archaeology. We can 
also learn much from studying methods used 
by Aboriginal people who still follow tradi-
tional ways. But we must remember that over 
many thousands of years there would have 
been many changes.

Indigenous Australians in prehistoric times 
were not farmers who grew and harvested 
crops such as wheat or corn; neither were 
they herders who bred and herded domesti-
cated animals such as sheep and cattle. There 
are no native Australian crops suitable for 
farming or native Australian animals suitable 
for herding. Because of the kinds of plants 
and animals that were native to Australia, 
Aboriginal people were nomadic hunters and 
gatherers.

How far each group travelled to obtain the food and other materials needed for everyday life depended 
on the local sources of food. These varied a lot because of the great variety of climates and landscapes. 
For example, people in an inland desert area would have to cover much wider areas than people in a trop-
ical coastal region. There is also much evidence that Aboriginal people burned off large areas of land to 
encourage new growth for the kangaroos and other large mammals they hunted.

We have some knowledge about Aboriginal hunting and gathering practices from what was observed 
when Europeans first colonised Australia, but we also know this information is not always reliable.

SOURCE 1 Three Aboriginal men making tools and 
weapons on a beach in the Port Macquarie area of New 
South Wales. This photograph was taken around the 
beginning of the twentieth century.

SOURCE 2 From A. Rosenfeld, ‘Art and material culture’, Black Australia, 1978

Some animals are dug out of burrows with digging sticks, and other animals, especially flocks of birds or flying 
fox, as well as large game, are hunted with boomerangs … Animals were sometimes driven into nets, but 
trapping was not much used for land animals. There is, however, a wide range of sometimes very elaborate 
traps, nets and weirs for fishing …

Gathering plant foods and shellfish is at least as important in terms of food … Women carry out most of 
this work … their basic equipment … consists of a digging stick and carrying equipment — wooden trays or 
bowls, string bags and baskets. Some plant foods require elaborate processing: winnowing and grinding for 
grass seeds, pounding, cutting, grating etc. for some root crops and nuts, and sometimes leaching to remove 
noxious substances — and, of course, roasting or baking. Some foods may then be stored by wrapping in 
leaf or bark parcels.

SOURCE 3 From Edward Curr, Recollections of Squatting in Victoria, published in 1883

The Aborigines are constantly setting fire to grass and trees, both accidentally and systematically for hunting 
purposes. Living principally on wild roots and animals, he [the Aborigine] tilled his land and cultivated his 
pastures with fire; and we shall not be far from the truth if we conclude that almost every part of New Holland 
[Australia] was swept over by a fierce fire, on an average, once in every five years.
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 Trading routes 
 Archaeological evidence shows that  extensive 
trade networks crisscrossed Australia. Indig-
enous groups traded goods that came from 
 far-fl ung areas of the continent. Axe-heads 
and fl ints were traded over distances of at 
least 800 kilometres. Shells from the Gulf 
of Carpentaria were traded as far away as 
southern Australia. 

 Artefacts 
 People made what clothes they needed. In 
warm regions clothes were often just waist-
bands and ornaments; in colder climates 
people wore wallaby or possum-skin cloaks. 
As they travelled in search of food, men carried the weapons needed for hunting large animals. Women 
carried digging sticks and food containers, gathering roots, berries, fruits and seeds and catching small ani-
mals. This was usually a more reliable food supply than the meat from the large animals.        

SOURCE 4 Aborigines using fi re to hunt kangaroos, a 
watercolour painted by Joseph Lycett around 1820

SOURCE 5 From the Aboriginal Trail in the National Botanic Gardens, Canberra

Some Aboriginal uses of Australian plants
Austral bugle: The leaves of this plant were soaked in hot water and the liquid was used to bathe sores.
Banksia: A sweet drink was made by soaking the fl owers in water.
Cunjevoi: Queensland Aboriginal people made a spicy meal from its tubers. First, they had to pound it 
repeatedly and roast it to remove the poisons.
Goodenia: On long journeys, mothers gave small children, carried on their backs, goodenia leaves to chew to 
calm them.
Hop bush: The leaves were chewed to ease the pain of toothache. It was also used on stingray wounds.
Native raspberry: The small leaves were soaked in warm water and the liquid was swallowed to relieve upset 
stomachs.

 3.8 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding   
1.   Explain why farming and herding never developed in ancient Australia.  
2.   In which parts of Australia would people have had to travel long distances to obtain their food and other 

necessities?  
3.   Why was trade conducted over long distances?  
4.   Create illustrations to show how Aboriginal people used any of the plants in  Source 5 , and explain which 

modern commercial products are used for the same purposes.   

 Apply your understanding   
5.   Name and describe the tools and weapons shown in  Source 1 .  
6.   Explain why the women’s activities described in  Source 2  were at least as important as the hunting of large 

animals by men.  
7.   Why did Aboriginal people regularly use fi re to change the landscape? (Use  Sources 3  and  4  as your 

evidence.)   
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3.9 Society and culture
3.9.1 Society and culture
Research suggests an Aboriginal population of about 750 000 when Europeans first arrived in Australia. 
However, we cannot say how many people lived in Australia thousands of years earlier. The numbers of 
people living in different environments will have varied according to food supplies and other factors. Much 

  Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 3.6: Using the land
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of what we know is based on practices observed by Europeans in the eighteenth century. We cannot be sure 
of how far back in time any particular practices went.

Language groups, bands and clans
There were some 600 tribes or language groups when Europeans arrived in Australia. About 260 languages 
were spoken, and most of these had two or three dialects. It is uncertain when these separate groups and 
languages emerged. The people in a group were held together by their shared language as well as by their 
beliefs, customs, laws and territory. Each group had its own secret knowledge that could be told only to 
members of the group who had passed through initiation. The members of a group lived in a recognised 
area in which they had the right to hunt and gather food. The boundaries of the land of each group were 
fixed by their ancestor stories.

There were no wars of conquest and expansion because each group’s creation stories related to its own 
land. When conflict between groups occurred, it was over such things as ceremonial problems, marriage, 
adultery or the belief that the people of one group had caused injury to another through the use of sorcery. 
Such conflicts usually took the form of small-scale fights that resulted in few deaths.

A whole language group would usually meet together about once a year for trade, socialising and impor-
tant ceremonies. Within each group, people lived together in smaller bands that were mainly made up of 
members of the same clan. Clans were related men and women and their children. Within each group’s area 
a clan had rights over certain parts of the land. A clan or band did not have elected or hereditary leaders. 
Decisions were made by the elders — usually the respected older members, who preserved the wisdom and 
traditions of the clan.

Totems and laws
Each person had a personal totem, which was a particular animal or plant. A person’s totem was determined 
by the place where his or her mother became pregnant. It was believed that a spirit child was released by 
the spirit ancestor of that place. No one would harm the creatures represented by his or her totem. Each 
year ceremonies were performed at the sacred site of a totem to maintain the supply of the plant or animal 
of that totem. Everyone was taught the tribal laws, which were mainly about family relationships and cere-
monies. Someone who broke an important law might face punishment.

3.9.2 Childhood, marriage and death
Mothers carried their young children as the band moved about the land. Once children could walk, they 
learned food-collecting skills from their mothers. The girls continued to learn these skills, but once they 
were about six years old the boys joined the men and learned to hunt. To become adults, children had to 
pass through an initiation period.

Marriage partners were chosen from an appropriate totem and had to belong to a different clan. In most 
groups, grandparents arranged marriages even before the marriage partners were born. Generally, women 
married older men and some older men had two or more wives. In Tasmania, however, people had only one 
partner at a time and both men and women usually married in their late teens. In all Aboriginal groups a 
young woman lived with her husband’s clan when they married.

SOURCE 2 From Carol Cooper and others, Aboriginal Australia, 1981

The first discovery [at Lake Mungo] was the ashes of a young woman who had been cremated, her bones 
then smashed and interred in a pit. This event occurred 26 000 years ago; but 4000 years previously, a male 
corpse had been laid in a grave only a few hundred metres away. As its bones and adjacent grave fill were 
stained red, this indicates that the corpse had been covered with ochre. Pigments [of ochre] are unavailable 
locally … These ancient communities had pondered the mystery of death and devised ritual responses … 
[The] fact that ochre was powdered over the corpse of a Kow Swamp burial somewhat earlier than 10 000 BP 
also establishes the long continuity of those customs.
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 There were important rituals and rules surrounding death. Some of these were to ensure that the dead 
person’s spirit could return to its sacred site. In some cases, people were buried; in others they were cre-
mated. It was a common practice that when a man died his wife married his brother. This was one of many 
customs that ensured that all members of the group were cared for. 

   3.9.3 Creation stories 
 Aboriginal beliefs and customs varied 
from one region to another. However, all 
groups shared the belief that the world 
was created in a time we call the cre-
ation period. This was when the land-
scape and all living things were created 
by spirits. These spirits were the peo-
ple’s ancestors. They gave each group 
its land and its totems, rules and rituals. 
The spirits could be human and animal 
at the same time. Creation stories were 
handed down from generation to gener-
ation. Many of them explain such things 
as how a feature of the land was created 
or how an animal got its shape. They 
also give moral lessons about how to 
behave. 

 It was believed that after the spirit ancestors created the world they formed themselves into sacred places. 
The sacred objects of the group would be kept hidden at these sites, which could be visited only by the 
initiated members of the group.  

  SOURCE 3  A modern artist’s impression of Aboriginal hunters 
watching as a Marsupial Lion ( Thylacoleo carnix ) attacks a young 
 Diprotodon . Fossil evidence shows that the Marsupial Lion hunted 
even the largest of the megafauna (the giant animals of ancient 
Australia that became extinct by around 30 000 years ago).  

SOURCE 4 From Marji Hill, Oral Traditions (Myths and Legends), 1978

Telling a story … is just one of the ways of expressing beliefs and ideas. Traditional narratives tell of events 
in the remote, distant past … Ancestral beings once moved over the earth, and … were responsible for the 
formation of the earth’s natural features: the hills, rocks, waterholes, rivers and so on … but the ways in which 
this happened will vary from story to story and from group to group. Aboriginal descendants of particular 
ancestral beings have a very special relationship with the features of the countryside associated with their 
ancestor … land is the source of his/her identity.

   Central Australian creation stories 
 Stories from Central Australia provide examples of ways in which Old Stone Age people made sense of 
their world. The local Anangu people of the region call the creation period the  Tjukurpa , the time when cre-
ator beings travelled across the country forming the landscape. From this creation came the people’s reli-
gion, laws and values. The Anangu believe that spirits still inhabit the landscape, so some signifi cant sites 
referred to in the stories are sacred sites. The stories were handed down through songs, dance and rock art. 

 Uluru 
 Uluru (Ayers Rock) is one of the world’s largest monoliths (a single piece of stone). Among the ances-
tral beings believed to inhabit Uluru are  Mala  (hare wallaby),  Liru  (poisonous snake) and  Kuniya  (woma 
python). There are creation stories about each of them. For example,  Kuniya ’s creation story tells of the 
woma python’s travels and how she lived at Uluru and fought the poisonous snakes. 
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 Kata Tjuta 
 Kata Tjuta means ‘many heads’ in the language of the Anangu. Non-Aboriginal Australians used to call this 
group of 36 rounded red domes the Olgas. According to Anangu creation stories, the tallest dome, Mount 
Olga, is the home of the snake  Wanambi , who lives in a waterhole on the dome. Dark lines on the dome’s 
side are the hairs of his beard. The wind that blows through the gorge between the domes is   Wanambi ’s 
breath. A rock on the eastern side of the Olgas represents  Malu , a kangaroo who is dying of wounds. To the 
Anangu these are two of many ancestral beings who inhabit Kata Tjuta.      

  SOURCE 5  Kata Tjuta seen on the horizon from 
Uluru at sunrise  

  SOURCE 6  Between two domes at Kata Tjuta  

 3.9 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding   
1.   Explain the meaning of each of the following terms: language group, band, clan.  
2.   What were the main things that united the members of a language group?  
3.   Explain the roles of elders and sacred sites.  
4.   Describe the differences in upbringing of girls and boys.  
5.   How did marriage customs differ between Tasmania and the mainland?  
6.   Why is it unlikely that wars of conquest ever took place in prehistoric Australia?  
7.   Explain how creation stories were handed down through many generations.   

 Apply your understanding   
8.   Using Source 2 as your evidence, explain:  

(a)   what conclusions about burial practices can be drawn from fi ndings at Lake Mungo  
(b)   how and why these practices are similar to what we do today  
(c)   why ochre must have been very important for ceremonies and rituals connected with death.    

9.   How do you think the megafauna such as the animals in Source 3 might have infl uenced creation stories?  
10.   Use Source 4 to explain the relationship between people and their land.  
11.   What ancestral beings are associated with Kata Tjuta and Uluru (see Sources 5 and 6)?  
12.   Many laws in modern societies deal with property. Working in small groups, decide why such laws would 

have been unnecessary in ancient Aboriginal societies.  
13.   Study  Source 1 .  

(a)   Locate the Aboriginal language group on whose traditional land you live.  
(b)   Use your school library, local library and the internet to fi nd out as much as you can about the traditional 

owners of this land and any archaeological sites in the area.     
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3.10 Review
3.10.1 Review
By now you will realise that there is much we cannot know about Old Stone Age societies, including 
 Indigenous Australian societies, in prehistoric times. We have some fossil evidence and some archaeo-
logical evidence, mainly of tools and art, but for many things our only evidence comes from later hunter- 
gatherer societies like those of Australia.

In this topic we have learned that:
 • human life appears to have its origins in Africa
 • humans gradually spread around the world
 • the Old Stone Age was the longest period in human history
 • Old Stone Age people were able to supply their needs by hunting and gathering
 • Australian Indigenous Old Stone Age societies were complex and held together by shared beliefs.

 Explore more with this weblink: Stories of the Dreaming

  Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 3.7: A Dreamtime story

Worksheet 3.8: Aboriginal life

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
anthropoid human-like
carnivorous meat-eating
continental shelf area of low sea levels surrounding Australia
dialects different forms of a language
extinct died out
flint a very hard stone, useful for tools and for making sparks to start fires
fossils time before people used writing. This time varied greatly from place to place.
genetics study of heredity
hunter-gatherers people who live by hunting animals and gathering food in the wild
prehistoric time before people used writing. This time varied greatly from place to place.
nomadic moving about from place to place rather than living in settled communities
species evolved a group or classification of living things
palaeontologists a scientist who studies fossils
Paleolithic of the Old Stone Age
Pleistocene Epoch the glacial period before the Holocene Epoch
Ice Ages long periods during which glaciers covered much of the northern hemisphere
mammoths a large extinct mammal like a modern elephant but with larger tusks and woolly fur to keep
it warm
Holocene Epoch the past 10 000 years
Middens refuse heaps
megafauna extinct species of large animals (from mega meaning huge or great)
initiation process during which Aboriginal adolescents are introduced to special knowledge and skills and are 
ceremonially admitted as adult members of the community
sorcery magic
socialising process of learning customs, values and traditions of a society
sacred site place of great significance to Indigenous people, often related to creation stories
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3.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Short answer quiz
1. What is the main idea in the theory of evolution?
2. What was the Ice Age and how did humans survive through it?
3. When did Neanderthal people live?
4. How did the Earth’s climate change between about 20  000 and 10  000 years ago?
5. Where do scientists and historians think Australasia’s Indigenous people came from?
6. Why is Lake Mungo considered one of the most important prehistoric sites?
7. What information do middens provide?
8. What is a sacred site?
9. Why is it difficult to date most rock art and other Indigenous sites?

10. Why was it that Aboriginal societies had no official governments?
11. Why did they have no wars of conquest?
12.  There were many rules, rituals and customs to ensure that food was shared in Aboriginal societies. 

Why would these have been very important?

Apply your understanding
13.  Working in small groups, use the Stories of the Dreaming weblink in the Resources tab to listen to at least 

two creation stories from different parts of Australia. Write brief summaries of each story and discuss the 
following questions.
(a) What was the importance of creation stories in explaining how things were created?
(b) What was the importance of the creation period in explaining how people should behave?
(c) How did creation stories shape the relationship between the people and the land?
or

14. Use your library and the internet to find out more about:
(a) the part played by music in traditional Aboriginal ceremonies
(b) the kinds of things that were represented in traditional dances
(c) the materials used to create art
(d) the ways in which art varied from one part of the country to another.
Prepare a short oral report on your chosen topic. One person from each group should report your findings 
to the class.

15.  Using the knowledge and skills developed in this chapter, explain why the archaeological work in Source 1 
is very important for our understanding of ancient Australia.

16.  Why is the artwork in Source 2 a significant primary source? Explain what it tells us about prehistoric 
Australia.

SOURCE 1 Archaeologists at the Lake Mungo 
excavations

SOURCE 2 Aboriginal rock engravings at 
Waterfall, NSW, depicting human figures, a 
snake, fish and animals
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Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this chapter several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to 
answer these questions.
1. When did humans spread to every inhabitable part of the world?
2. What was the relationship between Old Stone Age hunter-gatherers and the natural environment?
3. How do archaeological evidence, oral history and the work of anthropologists help us to understand Old 

Stone Age societies?
4. What do we know of the way Old Stone Age societies were organised?
5. What do we know about the beliefs and values of Old Stone Age societies?

Multiple choice quiz

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 Try out these interactivities: The ancient past before farming timeline

The ancient past before farming word search

 Explore more with this weblink: Aboriginal Art Online

  Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 3.9: Definitions and find-a-word

Worksheet 3.10: Summing up

Worksheet 3.11: Reflection

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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