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32 Jacaranda History Alive 8 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

        OVERVIEW 2: ANCIENT TO MODERN WORLD

TOPIC 2
 A world of expanding contacts 
(c. 1400  –1750)

  2.1   Overview  
 Numerous  videos  and  interactivities  are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . They will help you to learn the concepts covered in this topic. 

 2.1.1 Early modern times 
 The period from about 1400 to 1750 was an age of transition between medieval times and the modern age. 
In the Renaissance of the fi fteenth and sixteenth centuries, Europeans rediscovered the learning of the ancient 
world and made great advances in arts and sciences (see  Topic 6  to learn more about the Renaissance). This 
period is also often called the Age of Exploration. It was a time of amazing voyages of discovery that brought 
different peoples into contact who had never before known about each other’s existence. 

 Today there are very few places on our planet where humans have not ventured. Every day, thousands of 
ships sail the world’s oceans while aircraft carry passengers and cargoes between continents in mere hours. 
From time to time ships sink and planes crash but such disasters are rare. Generally, international travel is 
safe and reliable because of modern technologies, especially in navigation. But imagine what it would be 
like to travel vast distances across dangerous seas in vessels as tiny as the  Duyfken . The sailors on this ship 
had no maps that could tell them what they would encounter when they set sail from the Spice Islands (now 
Indonesia) in 1606 to search for new lands to the south and east. 

 In this topic we will investigate how, during early modern times, people gained a better understanding of 
the world through new ways of thinking, changing technology and voyages of discovery. We will also see 
how new contacts led to colonisation and confl ict.  

   SOURCE 1  A replica of the small Dutch sailing ship  Duyfken . The original  Duyfken  made the fi rst recorded 
voyage to Australia in 1606 when it charted the coast of Cape York Peninsula.   
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A timeline of early modern times

CE

CE

1405–33
Chinese admiral Zheng-He
leads a �eet from China to
eastern Africa.
1446
By this year, Portuguese
explorers have mapped
Africa’s north-west coast.

1492
Christopher Columbus sails
from Spain and reaches
the Americas.

1517
Martin Luther takes the �rst steps
in the Protestant Reformation.

1534
Jacques Cartier of France makes
his �rst voyage to North America.

1600
By this year, about one million
African slaves have been
transported to the Americas.

1607
The �rst British colony in
North America is founded.

1681
The French sail the Mississippi
River and claim a vast territory
in North America.

1453
The Christian city of
Constantinople falls
to the Muslim Turks.

1498
Vasco da Gama sails from

Portugal to India.

1522
One of Magellan’s �ve

Spanish ships
completes the �rst

voyage around the world.

1608
Hans Lippershey makes

the �rst telescope.

1756
The Seven Years’ War begins
between Britain and France.

1543
Nicolaus Copernicus publishes

his theory that the Earth is not the
centre of the universe.

1606
Dutch sailors �rst land in Australia.

1410
The �rst portable
clock is invented.

1400

1450

1500

1550

1650

1700

1600

1800

1750

Big questions
As you work through this topic, look 
for information that will help you to 
answer these questions:
1. What was known about the map 

of the world about 1400 CE?
2. Why were great voyages of 

discovery made during this 
period?

3. How did these voyages change 
the map of the world?

4. Why were western Europeans 
able to spread their power during 
this period?

5. What were the consequences of 
contact and colonisation?

Starter questions
6. What would it be like to travel to 

a completely unknown land that 
was not marked on any map?

7. Why do you think human beings, 
who had spread to all continents 
in Old Stone Age times, were 
unaware of the existence of 
many of their fellow humans 
until the fifteenth century or even 
later?

8. Why do you think people who 
discovered new lands thought 
they had the right to take these 
lands from the people who were 
already there?
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  2.2   How do we know about the world from 
c. 1400 to 1750?  
 2.2.1 Primary sources 
 Much of the period from around 1400 to 1750 is rich in primary sources because, in Europe, it was a 
time of a great revival of the arts, including painting and writing. The abundance of primary sources is 
also partly because this was a time of new ideas and discoveries, and a time of confl icting theories and 
beliefs. From the mid-fi fteenth century, theories about the world and arguments about religion, philos-
ophy and science were not only recorded but widely circulated thanks to the invention of the printing 
press. 

 Voyages of discovery, in particular, produced many primary sources. Among the most useful of these are 
the journals kept by sea captains, as well as the maps, which provide records of each step taken toward a 
greater knowledge of the world. 

   SOURCE 1  The  Fra Mauro  map was made in Venice between 1457 and 1459 by a 
Catholic monk, after whom it is named, and Andrea Bianco, a   cartographer  , at the 
request of King Alfonso V of Portugal. It was drawn on parchment and set in a timber 
frame. This circular map is two metres in diameter. The original was lost but this copy 
was completed by the cartographer. Unlike modern maps, the world is shown ‘upside 
down’, with North at the bottom.   
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 2.2.2 Maps and exploration 
 Maps have existed at least since the ancient Babylonians of the sixth century BCE. The ancient Greeks 
made world maps from about the same time, and the Romans and Chinese made them from at least the 
fi rst century BCE. But these maps could cover only the small part of the world that was known to their 
 creators — Europe, North Africa and parts of Asia. 

 Before Europe’s Age of Discovery began, other peoples had already led the way. Vikings from Europe’s 
cold north had travelled all the way to North America in their longboats. Polynesians had sailed their canoes 
across the vast Pacifi c Ocean, exploring and settling widely separated islands. Peoples from Indonesia had 
sailed to Madagascar, near Africa, and settled there. The Chinese had explored much of the Indian Ocean. 
In medieval times, the Muslim Arabs had led the world in navigation. They travelled across much of Africa, 
Asia and Europe and established trade routes across the Atlantic Ocean, in and around the Mediterranean 
Sea, and across the Indian Ocean and China Sea as far as Japan. 

  Sources 1 ,  2 , and  3  provide insights into people’s growing understanding of world geography.   

   SOURCE 2  The  Da Ming Hun Yi Tu  map was painted in China on 17 square metres of silk for a Ming emperor, 
possibly around 1389. It is the oldest surviving Chinese world map. Completed about 60 years earlier than the 
 Fra Mauro  map, it puts China at the centre of the known world with a squashed Europe and Africa at the left.   
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   SOURCE 3  From the journal of Christopher Columbus, written for the King and Queen of Spain during 
Columbus’s voyage of 1492, during which he accidentally discovered America 

 Your Highnesses, as Catholic Christians, and princes who love and promote the holy Christian faith, and are 
enemies of the   doctrine of Mahomet  , and of all   idolatry   and   heresy  , determined to send me, Christopher 
Columbus, to … India to see the said princes, people, and territories, and to learn their disposition and the 
proper method of converting them to our holy faith; and furthermore directed that I should not proceed by land 
to the East, as is customary, but by a Westerly route, in which direction we have … no certain evidence that any 
one has gone. So after having expelled the Jews from your dominions, your Highnesses, in the same month of 
January, ordered me to proceed with a suffi cient armament to the said region of India …  

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
   www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 �   Non-European exploration  

  2.3   Technology, population, cities and trade  
 2.3.1 Farming technology and population growth 
 Many of the great changes that occurred between the 1400s and about 1750 resulted from events or ideas 
from later medieval times. These included the spread of Islam to India and parts of South-East Asia, the 
opening of trade under the Mongol Empire and the fall of Constantinople to the Muslim Turks in 1453, 

 2.2 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1. What defi ned Europe’s Age of Discovery?
2. Maps have existed at least since the ancient Babylonians of which century?
3. Before Europe’s Age of Discovery began, other peoples had already led the way. Who were they?
4. When did Christopher Columbus accidentally discover America?

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Look closely at  Source 1  and compare it with a modern map of Asia, Europe and Africa. 

(a)    Which parts of this map are the most accurate and which parts are the least accurate? Why?  
(b)   Which parts of the world are missing from this map? Why?    

6.   Look closely at  Source 2  and compare it with a modern map of Asia, Europe and Africa. 
(a)    Which parts of this map are most accurate and which parts are least accurate?  
(b)   How would you account for such differences in levels of accuracy?  
(c)   Which parts of the world are missing from this map?  
(d)   Why would it have been impossible to include them?    

7.   Which of  Sources 1  and  2  is the more accurate and what could be the reasons for this?  
8.   Read  Source 3 . 

(a)    Who instructed Columbus to make this voyage and what was their attitude towards Muslims, Jews and 
people of non-Christian religion?  

(b)   Which country was Columbus trying to reach?  
(c)   What religious task was he supposed to perform there?  
(d)   In which direction was he ordered to sail?  
(e)   Referring to  Source 1 , suggest why Columbus thought he could reach India by sailing in that direction.  
(f)   What undiscovered continent would have stood in the way of a sea voyage west from Spain to India?     
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which ended the Byzantine Empire. Later medieval times also saw advances in farming and sailing technol-
ogies, and the growth of populations, cities and trade. All of these changes would influence the world in the 
centuries to come.

World population grew because changes in technology enabled more food to be produced. New technolo-
gies spread across Europe, Asia and Africa through trade routes. Important technological changes included:
 • the mouldboard plough, which enabled heavy European soils to be turned and drained
 • better irrigation methods
 • improved breeds of farm animals, providing more meat from each animal
 • the horse collar, enabling horses to pull heavier loads without choking
 • improving crops and enriching soils
 • cultivation of rice in areas such as the huge Ganges Delta in India
 • the spread of techniques for growing crops such as corn in the Americas.

The population of Europe, Asia and Africa reached about 235 million by 1250 CE. But in the early 
 fourteenth century, population levels fell due to:
 • epidemics, especially the Black Death (bubonic plague) that began in 1347 and reduced the population 

by possibly a third
 • the Little Ice Age (a cold period in the Northern Hemisphere), which caused many famines because 

much less food could be grown.
However, the population again grew rapidly after about 1350, reaching about 400 million by 1500. 

 Environmental problems also grew. Forests were cut down for wood and to clear more land for farming, 
which increased soil erosion and flooding.

2.3.2 Cities and trade
The number of big towns and cities once again grew. This was possible because:
 • improved agriculture provided a surplus to feed people in towns and cities
 • towns and cities were growing centres of trade, populated mainly by merchants and skilled craftsmen 

and their families.
As cities became wealthy, their power grew. In some European countries, representatives of cities sat 

alongside lords and church leaders as advisers to kings. Some trading cities came to be almost independent 
states, governed by wealthy citizens.

DID YOU KNOW?
Towns could be dangerous places to live. There were few effective ways of getting rid of wastes, so the smell in 
towns was usually terrible. Also, fires in workshops and houses spread quickly and often. The city of Rouen in 
France was destroyed by fire eight times in 25 years.

Trade routes
Trade expanded along ancient trade routes including the Silk Road, and new trade networks were opened. 
Goods traded included spices, silk, tea, salt, horses, gold and slaves. Land trade routes crisscrossed Europe, 
Asia and North Africa. Sea trade routes crossed Europe’s Atlantic coast; Africa’s east coast; the Baltic, 
Mediterranean, Black, Red and Arabian seas; the Bay of Bengal; and the South China Sea. Long-distance 
voyages were very dangerous but they were helped by new technologies in ship-building and inventions 
such as the mariner’s astrolabe and the sternpost rudder. The Chinese developed large ships that could 
carry hundreds of sailors and merchants. Between 1405 and 1433, Chinese admiral Zheng-He took a fleet 
all the way from China to east Africa.
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 2.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Copy the following sentences and complete them by fi lling in the gaps. 

(a)    The world’s population rose until the early ________________ century because ________________ enabled 
agriculture to produce more ________________.  

(b)   In the early fourteenth century, population levels fell in Europe, Africa and Asia due to ________________ 
and ________________.  

(c)   Clearing forests for agriculture caused problems such as ________________ and fl ooding.    
2.   Give two reasons for the increase in the number of large towns and cities in the Late Middle Ages.  
3.   Name some of the goods that were exchanged along trade routes.  
4.   How did the mariner’s astrolabe and the sternpost rudder improve travel by sea?  
5.   Imagine you are a merchant who is about to set out along one of the trade routes shown in  Source 1 . Make a 

plan for your journey. Include: 
(a)    a copy of the route you will take  
(b)   a list of provisions for your journey  

   SOURCE 1  A map of trade routes of Europe, Asia and Africa in later medieval times   
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  2.4   Africa and the Americas  
 2.4.1 African traders 
 In the seventh century, Muslim Arabs conquered coastal North Africa. From there, Arab traders gradually 
spread along the east coast. Because traders could cross the deserts with camels, Arabs were able to spread 
Islam south of the Sahara into several West African kingdoms. 

 By the thirteenth century, Arab Muslims lived in and traded from bases in African coastal towns, from 
modern-day Somalia to Tanzania. Arab   dhows   brought manufactured goods to Africa from Arabia and 
India. Goods included weapons, tools, cloth, glass and pottery. The boats sailed back carrying slaves, ivory 
and gold. 

 Ghana 
 Ghana was the strongest of the farming kingdoms that arose in West Africa from the ninth century. Ghana 
was located north of the modern state of Ghana in what is now Mali. In 1062 CE, Islamic Berber nomads 
attacked Ghana, but it took 14 years before they captured its capital, Kumbi. Ghana collapsed but Mali rose 
in its place in the thirteenth century. 

 Mali 
 The fi rst ruler of the Mali Empire was Sundiata (1230–1255). He expanded its territory and gained con-
trol of the gold trade, in which Arab traders transported gold north through caravan routes. Mali’s rulers 
became Muslims and gained great wealth. When Mana Musa, who ruled Mali from 1312 to 1327, went 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca, he took a huge party with him, including 12 000 slaves dressed in silk. Arab 
scholars were brought to Mali and, in the fourteenth century, they built a university at Timbuktu that oper-
ated until the sixteenth century, when invaders from Morocco destroyed it. 

 Other African civilisations 
 By the fi fteenth century, Islam also infl uenced other wealthy African trading states, including the Hausa 
city-states, Kanem and the Songhai Empire. City-states also emerged in Guinea. In the sixteenth century, 
Portuguese and Dutch explorers visited some of their towns, including Benin. Between the thirteenth 
century and the fi fteenth century, Great Zimbabwe became a wealthy African kingdom by trading gold 
through Muslim merchants on the coast. 

(c)   a list of places where you will get fresh supplies of food  
(d)   an estimate of the distance of your journey. ( Hint:  Use the scale in  Source 1 .)     

 Apply your understanding 
6.    Choose one of the trade routes in  Source 1 . 

(a)    Name the medieval cities along the route.  
(b)   Use a modern atlas to list the countries and/or seas crossed by this trade route.  
(c)   Work in small groups to make a list of at least fi ve questions that a historian could ask about this trade 

route.     

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.1: Europe and the rest of the world    

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 
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   SOURCE 1  A map of medieval Africa showing the rise and fall of kingdoms   
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 2.4.2 The Americas 
 Also in the seventh century, far across the world and completely unknown to the peoples of Africa, Europe 
and Asia, new civilisations were emerging in the Americas. In Central America, the Mayan Empire had 
fl ourished from the fourth century to the tenth century. From about 975, the new Toltec civilisation emerged 
in Mexico. In the thirteenth century, the Aztecs conquered the Maya and the Toltecs. From their capital, 
Tenochtitlan, the Aztecs came to rule an empire of some 15 million people (see  subtopic 12.3 ).   

   SOURCE 2  Conical tower within the ruins of Great Zimbabwe   

  A modern artist’s impression of Tenochtitlan   
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 In modern-day Peru in South America, the Inca civilisation emerged from earlier civilisations. By the 
 fi fteenth century, the Incas had an empire that stretched along much of the western part of South America. 
It was ruled by the Sapa Inca (emperor) from his capital, Cuzco, in the Andes mountains. The Sapa Inca 
had absolute power. He was worshipped as the son of the sun and was supported by a class of nobles 
who held important positions in the government, military and priesthood. Inca mines produced gold and 
silver, and Inca craftsmen were famous for their skills in working these metals. Inca territory had expanded 
through the conquering of neighbouring tribes. Conquered peoples were expected to adopt Inca ways, learn 
the Inca language and worship the Inca sun god. Although the Incas did not use wheels, they constructed 
23 000 kilometres of roads throughout their empire.   

       Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.1: Europe and the rest of the world    

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
   www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 �   Incas  

 2.4 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    In which parts of Africa did Arab infl uence spread in medieval times?  
2.   How did the camel and the dhow help Muslims to trade and spread their infl uence in Africa?  
3.   What cargoes did Arab traders bring into and take out of Africa?  
4.   How do you think this trade would have affected African people?  
5.   What is signifi cant about Timbuktu?  
6.   Name four civilisations that emerged in the Americas by the fi fteenth century.  
7.   Create a timeline of medieval milestones in Africa and the Americas using the information in this spread.   

 Apply your understanding 
8.    Using  Source 1  and a modern atlas: 

(a)    make a list of West African kingdoms in the Middle Ages  
(b)   fi nd out which modern countries occupy the sites of these kingdoms.    

9.   Look carefully at  Source 2  and explain how it provides evidence of a great civilisation.   

  2.5   The emerging power of western Europe  
 2.5.1 Emergence of western Europe 
 Western Europe was changed by three great movements during early modern times. The fi rst was the 
  Renaissance   that began in the fi fteenth century (see  sections 6.3  to  6.6 ). The second and third were the 
Scientifi c Revolution and the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century (see  section 6.7 ). Early modern 
times also saw Western Europeans spread their power by fi nding new sea routes, exploring, taking control 
of trade, conquering new lands and founding   colonies  . Three things — new ideas, the quest for riches and 
new uses for inventions — made this possible. 
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 New ways of thinking 
 When Marco Polo visited China in the thirteenth century, he was amazed by its wealth and culture. Nobody 
in his time could have imagined that western Europe would come to dominate the world. The changes that 
made this possible started with the Renaissance in Italy in the 1400s. It was a period of renewed interest 
in the learning and arts of ancient Greece and Rome. It led to a movement in which some people began to 
think more independently and to seek a better understanding of their world.  

 The quest for riches 
 In the thirteenth century, the 
 Mongols had encouraged trade and 
foreign contacts throughout their 
empire. European merchants had 
travelled along the Silk Road, cre-
ating a growing European demand 
for luxury goods from Asia. This 
demand contributed to the search 
for a sea route to Asia, especially 
after 1453 when the Ottoman Turks 
captured Constantinople and took 
control of overland trading routes 
linking Europe and Asia. By the 
1400s, many merchants had become 
very wealthy. Some become bankers 
who lent money to rulers. Merchants 
encouraged artists and architects and 
saw that great profi ts might be made 
by funding exploration to fi nd a sea 
route to Asia. 

 2.5.2 Inventions and their uses 
 Western Europe’s expansion was also made poss-
ible by its use of inventions from other cultures. 
Many inventions that Europeans adopted orig-
inated in China and had been in use for hun-
dreds of years. These included gunpowder, the 
   compass   and printing.   Clockwork   had been 
invented in the Byzantine Empire. Modern math-
ematics had spread from fourth century India 
through the Islamic world to Europe.   Lateen 
sails   had been used for centuries on Arab dhows. 
But  Europeans put such inventions to better use. 
Printing spread rapidly after Johannes Gutenberg 
produced the fi rst European book on a printing 
press using moveable type in 1445. By 1500, 
there were about a thousand printers in Europe 
and new ideas were spreading widely through 
printed books. The fi rst portable clock was made 
in 1410. Hans Lippershey, a Dutchman, made the 
fi rst telescope in 1608.   

  This thirteenth century French illustration shows Marco Polo arriving 
at the court of Kublai Khan with his father, Nicolo, and his uncle, 
Maffeo.    

   SOURCE 1  Telescopes in the past were much less 
powerful than they are today. However, by improving 
on Han Lippershey’s 1608 telescope, Galileo Galilei 
of Italy was able to see the Moon’s surface. He also 
discovered moons orbiting Jupiter.   

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



44 Jacaranda History Alive 8 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c02AWorldOfExpandingContacts.indd Page 44 17/07/17  8:54 AM

  SOURCE 2  Today, many clocks are digital. Before that, they used 
clockwork. An example of medieval clockwork can be seen inside 
this clock in St Vitus cathedral in Prague. 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 The fi rst paperback books were printed in Venice by Aldus Manutius. They were made without heavy covers so 
that they could be carried in saddlebags. 

 Mathematics, compasses, telescopes and clockwork were very important for navigating ships. In the fi f-
teenth century, a new shipbuilding method emerged in Europe. It used the lateen sails of Arab dhows with 
the fi xed square rigged sails that had been used in ancient galleys to produce the world’s fi rst real ocean-
going ship, the   caravel  . From the beginning of the sixteenth century, carracks were developed from cara-
vels. These new ships were bigger, faster and could be sailed under different wind conditions.     

  SOURCE 3  A modern artist’s impression of a fi fteenth-century caravel 
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  2.6   Portuguese and 
Spanish voyages of 
discovery  
 2.6.1 Portugal leads the way 
 The spirit of inquiry that marked the 
Renaissance also contributed to European 
exploration and the expansion of Europe’s 
infl uence throughout the world. Sea travel 
was extremely dangerous but there were 
huge profi ts to be made, and so the Portu-
guese and Spanish sailed through unmapped 
waters towards what many thought were 
the edges of the Earth.  

 Between the seventh and thirteenth cen-
turies, Muslims had been the world’s leading explorers and traders. But from the fi fteenth century the 
lead was taken by the Portuguese and soon after by the Spanish. The small kingdom of Portugal took the 

 2.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Using  Source 3 , identify three features of the caravel that would have made it more suitable than earlier ships 

for sailing across oceans.   

 Apply your understanding 
2.    Form small groups to discuss ways in which the printing press, gunpowder and the compass could have 

contributed to the growth of European power.  
3.   Hold a class discussion on how history might have been different if the printing press had never been 

invented.  
4.   Draw a mind map to show how new ways of thinking, the quest for trade and the use of inventions 

contributed to Europe’s expansion from the fi fteenth century.  
5.   Use the internet or your library to fi nd out why accurate time-keeping is necessary to fi nd a ship’s longitude.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
   www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 �   The West visits the East  

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.2: The emerging power of western Europe    

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

  SOURCE 1  A map from  Cosmographia  printed in Germany in 
1482. The map shows what Europeans knew of the world at 
that time. 
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fi rst steps. Prince Henry, the governor of  Portugal’s southern coastal region from 1419, encouraged ship-
builders, sailors and cartographers. He founded a school for navigation and obtained funds from Italian 
and German bankers. Henry wanted to take over the African coastal trade from the Muslims. By 1446, 
Portuguese expeditions had explored and mapped the northwest coast of Africa and brought back cargoes 
of gold and slaves. 

 In 1487, Portugal sent Bartholomew Diaz to fi nd an eastern route to India by sailing around Africa. Diaz 
sailed down the west coast and reached the bottom of Africa but he had to turn back because many of his 
crew had died from diseases and the others refused to sail on. Ten years later, Vasco da Gama would suc-
ceed where Diaz had failed. 

 2.6.2 Spain joins the 
quest 
 With fi nancial backing from Spain, 
 Christopher Columbus, an Italian 
explorer, set out in August 1492 to 
fi nd a western route to Asia. At that 
time, nobody in Europe knew that the 
Americas existed. So when Columbus 
reached the Americas in October, 
he believed he had reached Asia. 
Between 1493 and 1504, Columbus 
made three more voyages to the ‘New 
World’, as the Americas were called. 
He established Spain’s fi rst American 
colony on the island of Hispaniola 
and set the pattern of brutal Spanish 
treatment of the native Americans.  

 Magellan 
 Ferdinand Magellan was a Portuguese sailor but, like Columbus, he worked for Spain. Magellan 
believed that he could travel west to Asia if he sailed south of the route Columbus had taken. In 1519 
he set out with fi ve ships. Three reached the Philippines and the Moluccas but only one ship survived 
to return to Spain through the Indian Ocean in 1522. That ship had   circumnavigated   the world. 

  SOURCE 2  A map of the Americas drawn in 1587 

  SOURCE 3  A map of Magellan’s voyage around the world in 1519–1522    
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  2.6.3 Motives for empire-building 
 In the sixteenth century, Portugal gained an empire that included Brazil and ports in Africa, India, Malaya 
and China. Spain’s empire included the Philippines and much of the Americas. Forces that motivated 
 Portugal and Spain included: 
 •    rivalry with Muslim countries and the desire to take trade from the Muslims  
 •   the search for legendary but non-existent Christian kingdoms in Africa and Asia  
 •   growing demand for luxury goods from Asia  
 •   the search for gold and silver that could increase European wealth and be exchanged for Asian luxury 

goods such as spices, silks, cotton and porcelain  
 •   the desire to convert non-Christians to Catholic Christianity.       

 2.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What did Diaz accomplish for Portugal?  
2.   Which sentences in this spread would provide evidence to support the view that sea voyages were very 

dangerous?  
3.   Why might Columbus have believed that he was in Asia when he reached the Americas?  
4.   Read the information on Magellan’s voyage and look at  Source 3 . Imagine that you are a member of the crew 

on the sole surviving vessel of Magellan’s fi ve ships. Describe how you would feel about the hazards of your 
voyage.   

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
   www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 �   European exploration  
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  SOURCE 4  The Portuguese Empire during the reign of King John III (1502–1557). In 1500, Portuguese navigator 
Pedro Alvares Cabal landed in Brazil and claimed it in the name of King Manuel I of Portugal.  
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2.7 Vasco da Gama opens the East
2.7.1 Vasco da Gama and his first voyage
In 1497, Vasco da Gama commanded the first ships to sail from Portugal to India. Da Gama returned to 
Calicut in India in 1502 and captured the city as a trading port for Portugal. The Portuguese set up other 
trading posts along Africa’s west coast and along the sea route to China. This enabled Portugal to dominate 
the trade in spices and luxury goods.

Vasco da Gama was born in Portugal in 1460 or possibly in 1469. He grew up at a time when Portugal’s 
aim was to sail around Africa’s southern tip and on to India. Reaching India by sea would enable Portugal 
to take control of the very profitable trade in India’s spices.

Da Gama’s first voyage
On 8 July 1497, da Gama set out with four Portuguese ships and 170 men along the route that Diaz had 
taken down the west coast of Africa. Rather than sticking close to the coast, da Gama sailed south from 
present-day Sierra Leone to reach the westerly 
winds of the South Atlantic Ocean. Diaz had 
discovered these winds a decade earlier and da 
Gama judged that they could blow his ships 
towards the bottom of Africa. It worked, but 
by the time the fleet reached the Cape it had 
travelled for more than three months over 8000 
kilometres on the open ocean completely out of 
sight of land.

Da Gama’s fleet then sailed up Africa’s east 
coast to the Muslim trading port of Mozam-
bique where he clashed violently with the local 
Muslims. Further up the coast, da Gama robbed 
Arab trading ships. The fleet stopped briefly at 
Mombasa, provoking more hostility. The next 
stop was Malindi. Here, da Gama gained help 
from an Arab guide. With this man’s knowl-
edge of the winds, the fleet reached Calicut in 

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 2.3: The Portuguese and Spanish voyages

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Apply your understanding
5. Compare Sources 1 and 2 and explain what Europeans knew about the world in 1587 that they did not know 

in 1482.
6. In small groups, discuss motives for empire-building and try to decide which motives you think would have 

been the most important.
7. Locate other maps from late medieval times and early modern times. Use these maps to write an explanation 

of how voyages of discovery enabled European cartographers to redraw the map of the world.
8. On 16 May 2010, sixteen-year-old-Australian Jessica Watson sailed into Sydney Harbour after 210 days at 

sea, becoming the youngest person ever to complete a solo circumnavigation of the world. Use the internet 
and your library to compare her voyage with the voyage of Magellan almost 500 years earlier.
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  SOURCE 2  A painting by Alfredo Roque Gameiro (1864–1935) depicting the arrival of Vasco da Gama in Calicut 
in 1498  

India in May 1498. When he was unable to persuade the Hindu king of Calicut to grant trading rights, da 
Gama kidnapped several locals and set sail for Portugal with a valuable cargo of spices. When he returned 
to  Portugal in 1499, da Gama had lost two ships and over half of his crew had died of   scurvy  .  

 2.7.2 Da Gama’s second voyage and rewards 
 In his subsequent voyages, da Gama showed how ruthless he could be in pursuing his own and Portugal’s 
interests. In 1502, he led a fl eet of fi fteen ships with 800 men to capture Calicut. After capturing several 
Arab trading ships, da Gama bombarded Calicut with cannon fi re. He also captured several rice boats and 
cut off the hands, ears and noses of their crew members. In the Indian Ocean, he seized a Muslim ship 
returning from Mecca. After robbing the 400 passengers — including women and children — of their valu-
ables, da Gama ordered his men to lock them in the ship’s hold, where they all died when da Gama had the 
ship set on fi re. 

 Rewards 
 Following the fi rst voyage, da Gama was rewarded with titles by Manuel I, the king of Portugal. In 1509, 
after his second voyage, da Gama was made Count of Vidigueira. When he was again sent to India in 1524 
to be governor of Portugal’s colonies, da Gama caught malaria and died soon after arriving. In the years 
that followed, da Gama was honoured in many ways: monuments were erected; operas were written about 
him; and some football clubs, a city and even a crater on the Moon were named in his honour.    
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 2.7 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Use the information in this spread and the evidence in  Source 1  to answer the following: 

(a)    Explain how Vasco da Gama was able to successfully complete the mission attempted by Diaz a decade 
earlier.  

(b)   How much value did Portugal place in its voyages of discovery? Why?    
2.   Refer to  Source 3  and make a list of the modern-day places in which Portugal had colonies by about the 

mid-sixteenth century.  
3.   Look very closely at  Source 2 . 

(a)    Describe what is happening in this scene.  
(b)   What really happened when Gama was in Calicut?  
(c)   Why should paintings not always be trusted as historical evidence for the events they depict?     

 Apply your understanding 
4.    For centuries, Vasco da Gama was regarded as a hero in Portugal. Form small groups to discuss the 

following question: ‘Should Vasco da Gama be regarded as a hero or as a brutal criminal?’  
5.   Design and write two news headlines and articles on Vasco da Gama’s second voyage. The fi rst should be 

written from the perspective of the rulers of Portugal in the early sixteenth century. The second should be 
written from a Muslim perspective.   

     Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 2.4: A portrait of Vasco da Gama    

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

  SOURCE 3  The Portuguese Empire during the reign of King John III (1502–1557). In 1500, Portuguese navigator 
Pedro Alvares Cabal landed in Brazil and claimed it in the name of King Manuel I of Portugal. 
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  2.8   Discoveries and the clash of empires  
 2.8.1 Consequences of the discoveries 
 Under the Treaty of Tordesillas signed in 1494, Pope Alexander VI divided the rights to new lands between 
Spain and Portugal. The treaty gave Spain the right to explore and colonise all lands to the west of Cape 
Verde on the coast of Africa. Portugal was given the right to everything to the east, including Brazil. How-
ever, the French, English and Dutch were rising maritime powers. They would not let such a ruling stand 
in their way. All three established American colonies in the fi rst decades of the seventeenth century. As 
Portugal’s power declined, a four-way struggle developed between the Spanish, French, English and Dutch 
to dominate the New World. 

  SOURCE 1  A map indicating the division of the world under the Treaty of Tordesillas. Once Spain and 
Portugal reached Asla, a second division, under the Treaty of Zaragoza, was made.    
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  2.8.2 Colonies of North America 
 Jacques Cartier led a series of French expeditions exploring Newfoundland and eastern Canada from 1534. 
The French found that there were riches to be gained from fi sh, timber and furs. They established their fi rst 
North American settlement at Quebec in 1608 and forged a harmonious relationship with the Huron and 
Algonquin tribes who controlled the supply of furs. This relationship changed the economy of France’s 
indigenous allies without threatening their way of life. However, it made the French the enemies of the 
powerful Iroquois of the Five Nations, the traditional enemies of the Algonquin and Huron. The Iroquois 
allied themselves with the English.  

 The British in North America 
 In 1607, the Virginia Company of London founded Britain’s fi rst successful colony in North America. By 
the end of the seventeenth century, Britain had a strip of colonies along the east coast of the modern-day 
United States. They included New York, which had been the Dutch colony of New Netherlands until an 
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  SOURCE 2   Colonial Fur Traders  (coloured engraving), American 
School, seventeenth century  

English fl eet captured it in 1664. While searching for an imagined north-west passage to Asia in 1610, 
Henry Hudson discovered Hudson Bay (in modern-day Canada). Following this, Britain settled much of 
eastern Canada. Unlike the French, the English were mostly farmers and they soon made enemies of the 
tribes whose lands they took. In the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Britain also founded colo-
nies on several islands in the Caribbean Sea.    

  SOURCE 3  British, French and Spanish colonies in the Caribbean in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries   
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  SOURCE 4  French and British settlements and areas 
of interest in North America before 1763    

 Do you want to explore more? Link to  myWorld History Atlas  to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
   www.myworldatlas.com.au   

 �   European contact with Australia  

 2.8.3 The Dutch Empire 
 The Dutch East India Company was formed in 1602 to seize control of the eastern trade from Portugal. It 
established Batavia (modern-day Jakarta in Indonesia) as a trading base. Malacca was an important link 
along the trade route between India and China, and so the Dutch captured Malacca from the Portuguese in 
1641 and took over the eastern trade. To re-supply their ships on the long voyage between Amsterdam and 
the east, the Dutch founded a colony at the Cape of Good Hope, the most southerly point in Africa, in 1652. 

 In 1606, 1623 and 1642, Dutch sailors made landings in Australia, but they saw the country as having 
no value for them. In 1621, the Dutch West India Company was formed to join in the enormously profi t-
able Atlantic trade. By 1642, the Dutch captured many Portuguese forts on the West-African coast and took 
over transportation of African slaves to colonies in the Americas. From about 1650, the English and French 
joined in the slave trade as, to a lesser extent, did the Danes, Swedes and Germans. The Dutch also gained 
small colonies in the Americas.  

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 For many years, early English and French explorers in North America thought they would fi nd a ‘north-west
passage’ through the dangerous American wilderness that would take them to India. 
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 Rivalry between Britain and France 
 After the 1650s, Dutch sea-power declined and there was increasing confl ict between the French and the 
British in North America. In 1681, a French expedition sailed down the Mississippi River and claimed a 
vast area, which it called Louisiana. This stood in the way of future British expansion. 

 The two powers also had confl icting interests in India. By 1647 the British East India Company had 
27 trading posts in India, and in 1665 it gained Bombay (Mumbai) from the Portuguese. France set up its 
 Compagnie des Indes  to expand French infl uence in India and it soon clashed with the British. In 1746, the 
French captured Madras, although they handed it back two years later. The Seven Years’ War (1756–63) 
between Britain and France would lead to the loss of New France in America and the decline of French 
infl uence in India.   

 DID YOU KNOW? 
 The desire to convert non-Christians to Christianity was one among many motives for European exploration
and empire-building. This became an even stronger motivation for Roman Catholics after the Protestant
Reformation of the sixteenth century, which led to the Catholic Church losing its power in most of northern
Europe. 
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  SOURCE 5  A map showing European settlements in India and Sri Lanka, 1501–1739  
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2.8.4 Consequences of colonisation
The world changed in many ways during this age of exploration and colonisation.
 • Colonial powers suppressed indigenous peoples and fought each other over territory and trade. In such 

conflicts, the advantage was often held by those with the best firearms, such as cannons mounted on ships.
 • Europe gained new products such as tobacco and potatoes from the Americas as well as sugar, tea, coffee 

and cotton. Sugar and cotton were not native to the Americas but they grew best in American soils.
 • Some European traders became wealthier than the land-owning nobility.
 • Silver and gold flowed into Spain and beyond. Silver especially was mined in the Americas and was used 

to expand Europe’s trade with Asia. One of the difficulties of trading with Asia had been the fact that 
Europe produced very little that Asia wanted to trade for spices and other luxuries.

 • Missionaries spread Christianity among indigenous peoples.
 • Millions of African slaves were captured in tribal wars. They were sold to European slave traders who 

shipped them to the Americas to work in mines and on sugar, tobacco and cotton plantations. While 
world population rose, the population of Africa fell.

 • The impact on the indigenous peoples of the Americas was even worse. From 1500 to 1600, the combined 
population of Europe, Africa and Asia increased from 418 million to 545 million. In the same period, 
Latin America’s population fell from about 36 million to about 10 million. Many people were worked 
to death, but most died of diseases brought by the Europeans. This is because indigenous  Americans had 
no immunity to diseases that had previously been unknown in the Americas.

2.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What rights were given to Spain and Portugal under the Treaty of Tordesillas?
2. At which European country’s expense did the Dutch expand up to the mid-seventeenth century?
3. Who benefited from colonisation and who were its victims?
4. Draw two graphs to show what changes took place between 1500 and 1600 in the populations of:

(a) Europe, Asia and Africa (combined)
(b) Latin America.

5. Study Source 5.
(a) Which European power had the most colonies in India and Sri Lanka during the 1500s and early 1600s?
(b) How many colonies did the Dutch gain in India and Sri Lanka during the 1600s?
(c) How many colonies did the British gain in India during the 1600s?
(d) Which other European power was gaining colonies in India in the 1600s and early 1700s?
(e) How would such developments have increased conflict between European powers?

Apply your understanding
6. Study Source 2. Why was fur trading less likely to cause conflict between colonists and indigenous people 

than farming?
7. Using Source 3, explain which maritime power gained the most influence in the Caribbean in the seventeenth 

and eighteenth centuries.
8. How does Source 4 help you to understand why Britain and France were in conflict in North America?
9. Working in small groups:

(a) create a cartoon strip showing why the French were able to establish good relations with some North 
American tribes and how this made other tribes their enemies

(b) discuss what the British would have thought of the relationship between the French and their indigenous allies.

DID YOU KNOW?
Europe’s colonies brought great wealth into the hands of a few, but most people’s lives changed very little.
By 1750, only about two per cent of the world’s people lived in cities.
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 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 2.5: A PMI chart

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

SOURCE 1 A historian’s argument about voyages of discovery, from C. H. Haring, The Spanish Empire in 
America, Harcourt, Brace & World, New York, 1963, pp. 1–2

One of the most … spectacular movements in the history of civilisation has been … the Expansion of Europe … 
[It] saw the rise and fall of great colonial empires … the expansion of maritime trade into a world commerce, and 
the extension of Christian missionary propaganda to the four corners of the world …

In this process Spain and Portugal played the most dramatic role and pointed the way for other nations to 
follow. Their connection with the New World began with the initial voyage of Columbus, and for a century they 
pre-empted virtually all of the western hemisphere as well as the seas eastward to China and the Philippines. 
Before the seventeenth century they were the great … colonial powers. Not until after 1600 did the English, 
Dutch and French seriously challenge their supremacy. Portugal’s imperial greatness was to be displayed 
chiefly in the Orient; Spain reserved to herself the greater part of the two American continents … Within three 
generations Spaniards discovered, subdued and colonised the most extensive territorial empire the world had 
ever seen …

2.9 SkillBuilder: Analysing a historian’s argument
2.9.1 What is a historian’s argument?
To explain a past event or change, a historian forms a hypothesis (a possible theory to explain what hap-
pened). The historian uses evidence from historical research to test the hypothesis. The hypothesis is then 
presented as an argument. A historical argument is an explanation or interpretation supported by historical 
details.

Why analyse a historian’s argument?
There is almost always more than one way to interpret a past event. This is because of gaps in evidence, 
bias in sources and the historian’s own perspective. This is similar to a court of law; although all members 
of a jury are presented with the same evidence, they can each come to different conclusions. However, if 
we analyse a historian’s argument then we are in a better position to judge that argument.

It is not always easy to analyse a historian’s argument. Often the main argument will be developed over 
a large number of pages along with discussion of the evidence that has been used to support each point in 
the argument. In the examples provided in this section, much of the evidence has been left out so that we 
are left with just the main point of each argument and the main supporting details.

2.9.2 How to analyse a historian’s argument
To analyse an argument means to look at how the different components come together to support the main 
point. When you read a historian’s argument, you need to:
 • identify the main point of the argument
 • identify the details used to support the main point.

Example

To analyse this argument we:

 • first, look for the main point of the argument
 • second, look for the details used to support the argument.

The sentences or parts of sentences that state the main point have been highlighted in Source 2 in blue. 
The main words that provide supporting details have been highlighted in green.
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   SOURCE 2  A historian’s argument about voyages of discovery, from C. H. Haring,  The Spanish Empire in 
America , Harcourt, Brace & World, New York, 1963, pp. 1–2  

 One of the most … spectacular movements in the history of civilisation has been …  the Expansion of Europe  … 
[It] saw the rise and fall of great colonial empires … the expansion of maritime trade into a world commerce, and 
the extension of Christian missionary propaganda to the four corners of the world … 

In this process Spain and Portugal played the most dramatic role  and pointed the way for other nations to 
follow. Their connection with the  New World  began with the initial voyage of Columbus, and for a century they 
 pre-empted virtually all of the western hemisphere  as well  as the seas eastward to China and the Philippines . 
Before the seventeenth century they were the great … colonial powers.  Not until after 1600 did the English, 
Dutch and French seriously challenge  their supremacy.  Portugal’s imperial greatness  was to be displayed 
chiefl y in the  Orient ;  Spain  reserved to herself the greater part of the two  American continents  … Within three 
generations  Spaniards  discovered, subdued and  colonized the most extensive territorial empire  the world had 
ever seen … 

 In this example, the following can be said. 
 • The main argument  is Spain and Portugal played the leading role in Europe’s expansion  
 •   The supporting points are: 

 –    Spain occupied the Americas before others could do so  
 –   Spain and Portugal controlled the seas eastward to Asia  
 –   The Dutch, English and French were not able to challenge Spain and Portugal before 1600  
 –   Portugal was dominant in Asia  
 –   Spain created the world’s biggest empire in the Americas.      

   SOURCE 3  From S. E. Morison,  Christopher 
Columbus, Mariner , Meridian Books, New 
York, 1983, pp. 9, 25 

 America was discovered by Columbus 
purely by accident … we now honour 
Columbus for doing something he never 
intended to do, and never knew that he 
had done. Yet we are right in so honouring 
him, because no other sailor had the 
persistence, the knowledge and the sheer 
guts to sail thousands of miles into the 
unknown sea until he found land …
Supposing there had been no America, no 
ship then built, however resolute her master 
and crew … could have made the  
ten-thousand-mile voyage from Spain to 
Japan.  

   SOURCE 5  From C. E. Bourne,  Spain in America, 1450–1580 , Barnes & Noble, New York, 1962, pp. 74–75 

 That the Portuguese should have lighted on (accidentally found) Brazil in their second expedition sent out to 
the East Indies … shows with almost complete certainty that if Christopher Columbus had never lived, the 
New World would have been discovered within a few years of the time of its actual discovery, as an inevitable 
sequel to the activities of Prince Henry the Navigator in promoting … exploration. 

  SOURCE 4  A monument to Christopher Columbus in 
Barcelona, Spain. Columbus was lucky to have come across 
America during his search for a sea route to Asia because 
he had calculated the distance between Spain and Japan as 
being less than a quarter of the actual distance.  

 2.9.3 Developing my skills 
 Using the above example, try to analyse the arguments of  Sources 3  and  5 . They are both about the achieve-
ments of Christopher Columbus. Remember to identify the main argument in each source and then identify 
the point or points that the historian has used to support that argument.  
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2.10 Review
2.10.1 Review
European power and influence were spread across much of the world between the fifteenth and the eight-
eenth centuries. One reason for this was the adoption of new ways of thinking, which emerged during the 
Renaissance. Other reasons include the important roles played by trade, inventions, religion and the search 
for new trade routes. In particular, the voyages of discovery made it possible for Europeans to redraw the 
map of the world, make contacts with previously unknown peoples and seize their lands. However, there 
were consequences for this movement, and they were often terrible for the peoples who were colonised.

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 2.6: Analysing a historian’s argument

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
caravel a type of light, fast ship, used mainly by the Portuguese and Spanish between the fifteenth century and 

seventeenth century
cartographer a map-maker
circumnavigate to sail around the world
clockwork the inner workings of a mechanical clock or a machine that operates in a similar way
colony an area of a country that is ruled by a different country
compass navigation instrument that shows the direction of north
dhow a traditional Arab sailing vessel
doctrine of Mahomet the religion of Islam; the Muslim faith, which follows the teachings of Mohammed
heresy any religious opinion that differed from that of the Roman Catholic Church
idolatry worship of idols
lateen sail a triangular sail rigged at 45 degrees to the mast of a boat or ship
Latin America the part of the Americas that was colonised by the Spanish and Portuguese
mariner’s astrolabe a medieval instrument used to navigate while sailing. It was used to find a ship’s latitude 

by measuring the altitude of the Sun or a star.
Renaissance meaning ‘rebirth’, it refers to the flowering of the arts and sciences in late medieval Italy and later 

in northwestern Europe
scurvy a painful and often fatal disease caused by lack of vitamin C
sternpost rudder a heavy board hung from the centre of the back of a ship that makes it easier to steer

2.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Multiple choice quiz

Short answer quiz
1. What was the Renaissance?
2. Which civilisation led the world in navigation during medieval times?
3. Where in Africa did Arab traders have bases by the thirteenth century?
4. When and where was the Da Ming Hun Yi Tu map made?
5. Where did Zheng-He travel?
6. How did a mariner’s astrolabe help sailors to navigate at sea?
7. What was a caravel?
8. Who commanded the first voyage to circumnavigate the world?
9. What did Portugal gain from voyages of discovery?

10. What did Spain gain from voyages of discovery?
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11.    Which European maritime power seized control of many Portuguese trading posts during the seventeenth 
century?  

12.   Why did Britain and France clash during the eighteenth century?  
13.   Name three new products that Europeans gained from this period of colonisation.  
14.   How did European colonial expansion affect Africa?  
15.   What happened to the population of Latin America between 1500 and 1600?   

 Apply your understanding 
16.     Working in small groups, use the internet and your library (as well as information in  chapter 6 ) to conduct 

research and prepare a multimedia presentation in which you identify and outline the achievements of  one  
key person from each of the following movements: 
(a)    the Renaissance. Key people include: Leonardo 

da Vinci; Michelangelo Buonarotti; Raphael; 
Filippo Brunelleschi; or William Shakespeare.  

(b)   the Scientifi c Revolution. Key people include: 
Leonardo da Vinci (who was both an artist and a 
scientist); Nicolaus Copernicus; Andreas Vesalius; 
or Galileo Galilei.  

(c)   the Enlightenment (also called the Age 
of Reason). Key people include: Voltaire;  
Jean-Jacques Rousseau; Benjamin Franklin; or 
Thomas Jefferson.    

17.    Compare the representation of the Americas in 
 Source 1  in this spread with  Source 2  in  spread 
2.5 . Which is more accurate and what would be the 
reasons for this?  

18.    By the time  Source 1  was created, which European 
countries would have contributed to the information 
on which it is based?  

19.    The landmass at the bottom of the map is called 
Terra Australis Incognita , which is Latin for ‘Unknown 
Southern Land’. Why do you think it was given this 
name?  

20.    What part of the Australian coastline is shown on the 
map and why might it have been drawn so big?   

  SOURCE 1  The  Nova totius terrarum orbis 
geographica ac hydrographica tabula . This 
world map was made by Hendrik Hondius in 
1630. It was the fi rst dated map to be published 
in an atlas and was only the second published 
map to show part of Australia (the part that 
had been charted by Dutch explorers). The fi rst 
map to do so was published in 1627 but not 
included in any atlas.  

 Back to the big questions 
 At the beginning of this topic, several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to answer 
these questions. 
1.    What was known about the map of the world about 1400 CE?  
2.   Why were great voyages of discovery made during this period?  
3.   How did these voyages change the map of the world?  
4.   Why were western Europeans able to spread their power during this period?  
5.   What were the consequences of contact and colonisation?   

    Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets. 

  Try out these interactivities:   A world of expanding contacts word search   

 A world of expanding contacts timeline

    Complete these digital docs:   Worksheet 2.7: Word search   

     Worksheet 2.8: Summing up   

     Worksheet 2.9: Refl ection    

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 
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