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TOPIC 1 The modern world and Australia (1750–1918) 1

OVERVIEW: THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD

TOPIC 1
The modern world 
and Australia (1750–1918)

1.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic.

1.1.1 A changing world
Between 1750 and 1918 the world experienced enormous changes. These affected the ways people pro-
vided for their needs, how and where people lived, their rights, how they were governed, and what they 
believed. We can recognise four main kinds of change that had a huge impact on the world. These were:
 • the Industrial Revolution, which saw the mass production of goods, changing the countries involved 

from agricultural societies to industrial societies
 • growth in the overseas empires of several European powers

SOURCE 1 Many great changes that shaped the modern world came about through revolutions and wars. This 
nineteenth-century French painting depicts conflict in a French town in 1793 during the bloody civil war that 
followed the French Revolution.
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 •   the movement of vast numbers of people from continent to continent through slavery, convict transpor-
tation and immigration  

 •   the emergence of new ideas that changed the ways many people thought about their societies and their 
rights.   
 We can recognise the signifi cance of some of these changes by considering examples of how things were 

at the beginning and end of this period. In 1750 Australia was populated entirely by Indigenous groups 
whose ways of life had changed little over at 
least 50 000 years. By 1918 the overwhelming 
majority of Australians were of European 
descent and Australia was fi ghting in a world 
war on behalf of the British Empire. 

 Technological changes were just as dramatic. 
The ships that brought convicts and settlers to 
Australia in 1788 were made of timber and pow-
ered by wind. The steam engine would com-
pletely change manufacturing and transport. 
During World War I, from 1914 to 1918, several 
nations built massive steel battleships powered 
by steam. From 1832 the camera would change 
the ways people could record events. The fi rst 
powered aircraft fl ight of 1903 would open the 
way to future air travel, and four years later 
radio would start a new age of communication.    

 Big questions 
 As you work through this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer these 
questions: 
1.    What changes took place in movements of 

people across the world between 1750 and 
1918?  

2.   How did technology contribute to change?  
3.   How did new ideas contribute to change?  
4.   How, where and why did colonisation by 

European empires take place, and what 
was its impact?   

 Starter questions 
1.    The telegraph was the fi rst system for 

sending messages along wires. How do 
you think messages had to be sent before 
the telegraph was invented?  

2.   How different would life have been without 
telephones?  

3.   Why do you think Europeans thought they 
had the right to colonise other people’s 
lands?  

4.   Look at the image above and decide 
whether you think that wars in the late 
eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries 
would have been more or less destructive 
than modern wars, and why you think this.   

1914–18
The First World War brings
massive destruction to
Europe.  

1783
The United States is
born when the
American colonies
win independence.   

1851
Australia’s gold
rushes begin. 

1863
The Emancipation
Declaration makes
slavery illegal in the
United States.   

1877
Britain’s Queen Victoria
is proclaimed Empress
of India.  

1845
Potato blight in Ireland
causes widespread
famine, leading to mass
emigration.   

1788
The First Fleet

arrives in Australia
and establishes a

British colony.

1836
Samuel Morse

develops the
telegraph system for
sending messages.

1848
Popular

revolutions
break out across

Europe.

1872
The �rst telephone is

tested.

1898
France declares

Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia the ‘French

Indochinese Union’.

1789
The French
Revolution begins. 
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1763
Britain defeats
France in the Seven
Years’ War.   1769

James Watt invents a
steam engine capable
of powering industry.

CE

 A timeline of the modern world, 1750–1918  

1836
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1.2 How do we know about 
the world from 1750–1918?
1.2.1 Primary sources
In this topic we will look at some of the great changes that transformed the world between 1750 and 1918. 
We know more about this age than about medieval and early modern times because more evidence has sur-
vived. For this period of history we have an enormous range of primary sources.

Mass media and personal records
The period saw a growth in education. Consequently, 
increasing numbers of people were literate and were 
able to record their thoughts in letters and diaries. 
They were also able to read newspapers, maga-
zines, pamphlets and books. This age saw the rise of 
mass-circulation newspapers that recorded and com-
mented on the news of the time. Pamphlets came to 
be widely used by people who wanted to circulate 
ideas and bring about changes in society. Books were 
expensive by modern standards but the latter part of 
this period saw the rise of public lending libraries.

Official sources
Governments in many countries increased their roles in 
society in this period. To do so they needed to gather 
and record information about their people. Generally, 
if the activities of a person or group were of interest to 
a government, then official records would be kept. For 
example, if a person was sent to Australia as a convict, 
there would usually be official records providing infor-
mation about the crime the person was charged with 
committing, the trial and the sentence. There would 
also be records of the convict’s ship, date of transporta-
tion and date of completion of sentence. In contrast, for 
many free migrants who came to Australia during the 
nineteenth century there are very few records, because 
governments were much less interested in them. For 
similar reasons, we have little information about the 
working conditions of people in Britain before indus-
trialisation. As influential people became concerned 
about the appalling conditions in mines and factories, 
official inquiries were set up to gather evidence and 
their findings were recorded.

Visual sources
We also have many physical traces of this age such 
as roads, railways, bridges and machinery. Artists cre-
ated  visual sources through paintings, sketches and 
cartoons. The invention of photography in the 1830s 

[Q]  Were you ever employed as the master of the 
apprentices at a cotton mill?

[A]  I was engaged to attend the apprentice-house 
at Backbarrow. I was over the children.

…
[Q] What were the hours of work?
[A]  From five o’clock in the morning till eight at 

night.
[Q]  Were fifteen hours in the day the regular hours 

of work?
[A]  Those were the regular hours of work.
…
[Q] What time was allowed for meals?
[A]  Half an hour for breakfast and half an hour for 

dinner.
…
[Q]  When the works were stopped for repair of 

the mill, or for any want of cotton, did the 
children afterwards make up for the loss of 
that time?

[A] Yes.
[Q]  When making up lost time, how long did they 

continue working at night?
[A]  Till nine o’clock, and sometimes later; 

sometimes ten.
…
[Q]  Did the masters ever express any concern for 

such excessive labour?
[A] No.
…
[Q] Did the children sit or stand at work?
[A] Stand.
[Q] The whole of their time?
[A] Yes.
[Q] Were there any seats in the mill?
[A] None.
[Q] Were they usually much fatigued at night?
[A] Yes, some of them were very much fatigued.
…
[Q] Were any children injured by the machinery?
[A] Very frequently.

SOURCE 1 In Britain in 1816, a parliamentary 
committee was appointed to investigate the 
working conditions of children in the cotton textile 
industry. In the following extract from its report 
John Moss answers the committee’s questions.
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SOURCE 2 Battle in the rue de Rohan, 28 July 1830 was painted in oil on canvas 
by French artist Hippolyte Lecomte in 1831. It depicts mostly working class 
revolutionaries fighting in the streets of Paris during the revolution of 1830 in France. 
The revolutionaries are seen exchanging fire with government soldiers in the building at 
the rear.

SOURCE 3 The great Chartist meeting on Kennington Common on 10 April 1848, 
recorded in a black and white photograph with applied colour by William Kilburn. The 
Chartist movement was an attempt by British workers to improve working conditions 
through political action. The Chartists gathered signatures on petitions demanding the 
vote and other rights for workers. Most of their demands were not achieved until the 
beginning of the twentieth century.
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ushered in a new era for visual sources, but early photographic methods required long exposure times, so 
action shots were not possible until the late nineteenth century.

1.2.2 Gaps in evidence
Despite the abundance of sources from this period, there are still significant gaps in our evidence because 
some groups did not keep written records, because sources have been lost or destroyed, and because many 
people could not read or write.

1.3 European empires in the late 
eighteenth century
1.3.1 Social classes
Imperialism means extending control over foreign territories, usually through the creation of empires. In 
the late eighteenth century there were empires within Europe and several European countries had empires 
outside Europe.

In the late 1700s almost all European countries were ruled by kings, most of whom still held wide powers. 
Most people lived in the countryside and worked in agriculture. There was an enormous gap between the 
aristocrats and the overwhelming majority of the underprivileged. In western Europe most people were free 
peasants but they were poor, unlike wealthy landowners who lived in mansions on vast country estates. The 
gap was even greater in eastern Europe, where the poor had fewer rights.

1.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why do we know more about the world between 1750 and 1918 than medieval and early modern times?
2. The period from 1750 and 1918 saw a growth in education. What impact did this growth have on mass 

media?
3. What kind of people did the government record information about during this period?
4. In what decade was photography invented?
5. Why are there still gaps in our evidence from 1750-1918?

Apply your understanding
6. Read SOURCE 1.

(a) What important information does this source provide on conditions in which children worked in Britain 
during the early nineteenth century?

(b) What might this source tell us about attitudes to children at this time?
(c) Do you think all children would have been treated like this or only working-class children?
(d) What conclusions can we draw about that time from the fact that a parliamentary committee was set up 

to investigate conditions?
7. Describe what is happening in SOURCE 2.
8. With which side do you think the artist might have sympathised? What clues did you use to form this 

opinion?
9. Describe the scene in SOURCE 3.

10. With which side do you think the photographer might have sympathised? What clues support this opinion?
11. Do you think a photograph is necessarily more impartial than a painting?
12. Write an extended paragraph explaining how useful these three sources would be for a study of attempts to 

improve life for working people during the first half of the nineteenth century.
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 1.3.2 Empires in Europe 
 In the eighteenth century many of today’s modern states did not yet exist. What is now Italy was then sev-
eral states, and there were more than 300 independent states in what later became Germany. The Hapsburg 
dominions (the Austro-Hungarian Empire) covered much of central Europe. The Hapsburg monarchs were 
also the traditional rulers of the Holy Roman Empire, but they wielded no real power through this outdated 
organisation. All of the Balkan Peninsula was ruled by the Turkish Ottoman Empire, while much of eastern 
Europe and Central Asia belonged to the Russian Empire. 

         1.3.3 Europe’s overseas colonies 
 From the early sixteenth century Spain controlled most of South America while Portugal controlled Brazil. 
Spain also colonised parts of Central and North America. Most of Asia and Africa was still controlled by 
traditional local rulers in the late eighteenth century. The Portuguese had established a few small African 
and Asian colonies, but most were taken from them by the Dutch. In the seventeenth century the British 
and French were the main European imperial rivals in North America and India. After the Seven Years’ War 
(1756–63) Britain gained France’s colonies in North America. The British also extended their infl uence in 
India.   

 DID YOU KNOW  ?
 In the late eighteenth century in the Russian Empire the  tsar  had absolute power. He was supported by a 
privileged class of  nobles . Most Russian  serfs  could be bought and sold. Serfdom also persisted in other parts 
of eastern Europe. 
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 1.3.4 Revolution in America 
 Just 12 years later Britain’s original 13 North American colonies rebelled. Fighting began in April 1775. 
On 4 July that year the rebels issued a Declaration of Independence. Many American colonists had resented 
British laws preventing them from expanding further westward and from trading with other countries. They 
were also angry about having to pay taxes to the British on newspapers and legal documents. They refused 
to pay these taxes on the grounds that as colonists they were not represented in the British Parliament. 
Clashes soon led to open warfare. 

 1.3.5 Britain loses North American colonies 
 The British had support from loyalists among the colonists and from several native North American tribes, 
including the Iroquois, their old allies against the French. However, France entered the war on the rebel 
side to avenge its earlier losses of colonies to Britain, and it was soon joined by Spain and the Netherlands. 
To make things even more diffi cult for the British, a League of Armed Neutrality was formed by Prussia 
(the most powerful of the German states), Russia, Sweden and Denmark to prevent the British from stop-
ping ships that supplied the rebels. Britain now faced threats to its empire in other parts of the world too. 

  SOURCE 2  This map of eastern North America at the outbreak of the 
American Revolutionary War in 1775 shows the British province of 
Quebec (taken from France in the Seven Years’ War), the 13 British 
colonies on the Atlantic coast and the Indian Reserve. The Indian 
Reserve was created by Britain in 1763 to assign lands for native North 
American tribes that had been Britain’s allies during the confl ict with 
France. Territory to the west of the Indian Reserve was still claimed by 
Spain.      
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In 1781 British forces surrendered to French and American forces at Yorktown, Virginia. In 1783 the Treaty 
of Paris ended the war and marked the birth of the United States of America. Britain still held Canada and 
just fi ve years later founded the colony of New South Wales in Australia.    

  1.4  The French Revolution — a turning 
point in history 
 1.4.1 The ancien regime 
 A revolution brings about a complete change in the power relations between different groups within a 
society. The French Revolution was the most important political and social event of the eighteenth century 
because it took away the powers of the old French ruling classes and inspired oppressed peoples outside 
France. It created equality under the law. Many of the old ruling class lost more than their privileges. They 
lost their heads to the blade of the  guillotine . 

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.1: The rise of imperialism  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

 1.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . Note: Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    What does  imperialism  mean?  
2.   Make a timeline of events that changed the map of North America between 1756 and 1783.  
3.   In which part of Europe was the gap between rich and poor greatest?  
4.   Name fi ve European powers that had overseas colonies in the eighteenth century.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Study  SOURCE 1 . Compare it with a map of modern Europe and use it to identify: 

(a)    three European countries whose borders were much the same in 1789 as they are today  
(b)   two modern countries that were formed from several states that existed in 1789  
(c)   three European empires that have since been replaced by different states.    

6.   Study  SOURCE 2 . 
(a)    Apart from Quebec, what North American territory did Britain add to its empire through the Seven Years’ 

War?  
(b)   Do you think the 13 British colonies along the Atlantic coast could have thrown off British rule without 

foreign help?    
7.   After winning independence from Britain in 1783, the United States took away the rights of native North 

Americans to the lands in the Indian Reserve. How would native North Americans have regarded this act by a 
new nation that called itself the home of liberty?   

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 �  European imperial expansion into Asia 
 �  Egalitarianism: The American Revolution 
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 Under the ancien regime (old order) everyone in France belonged to one of three Estates. 
 •    The First Estate was the clergy of the Roman Catholic Church, which owned much land but did not have 

to pay taxes.  
 •   The Second Estate was the landowning aristocracy (nobles), who also paid no taxes. Increasingly, they 

were seen as a greedy class who contributed nothing and lived off the sweat of the peasants.  
 •   The remaining 95 per cent of people belonged to the Third Estate. It included the urban middle classes, 

workers and the peasants, who formed the biggest class but had no privileges and paid many kinds of taxes.   

 1.4.2 The revolution begins 
 In the eighteenth century, educated French people began to be infl uenced by the ideas of Enlightenment 
thinkers who challenged such notions as the inequality of the three Estates and the claim of kings to rule 
by  divine right . 

 The revolution began when the privileged classes tried to resist reforms. Louis XVI was an  absolute 
monarch . However, by 1789, after decades of extravagance and costly wars, France was bankrupt. The 
only solution was to tax the wealthy classes. But the First and Second Estates rebelled, and the king was 
forced to call a meeting of the  Estates General , which had not convened for about 200 years. The nobles 
and clergy thought they would be able to keep their privileges because, by tradition, the First and Second 
Estates could outvote the Third. But 
Louis XVI agreed that the Third Estate 
should have twice as many representa-
tives as each of the other two Estates.  

 When the Estates General met, 
the Third Estate declared that it rep-
resented the nation. It called itself 
the National Assembly. It was joined 
by some lower clergy. When Louis 
ordered the National Assembly to dis-
perse, it refused. Instead it wrote a 
 constitution . 

 The National Assembly succeeded 
because two other revolutions were 
taking place in 1789. The sans-culottes 
were suffering from bread shortages 
and high prices. On 14 July 1789 they 
stormed an old Paris prison called the 
Bastille, which was seen as a symbol of 
the ancien regime. In the countryside, 
hungry peasants rioted and burned the 
castles of nobles. These events fright-
ened the privileged classes who wanted 
to preserve the old ways.  

 Achievements of the 
National Assembly 
 •    On 4 August 1789 the National 

Assembly abolished  feudal dues  
and other noble privileges. In future, 
all citizens would answer to the 
same laws.  

  SOURCE 1  Painting of a  sans-culottes , by Louis-Leopold Boilly 
(1761–1845). The fl ag carried by this sans-culottes is the tricolour 
that was adopted as the new French fl ag. For such people the 
Revolution of 1789 did not go nearly far enough.  
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 •   In October it issued the  Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen . These rights included freedom 
of the press, freedom of speech, and the right to decide what taxes should be paid and how they should 
be spent.  

 •   It also confi scated Church lands, provided for the election of clergy, abolished the purchase of offi cial 
jobs and abolished restrictions on trade.  

 •   On 3 September 1791 it issued the constitution under which France would be governed. This reduced the 
king’s powers and provided for a Legislative Assembly to be elected by all adult men who had enough 
income to pay a set amount of tax.   
 The power of the common people was demonstrated on 5 October 1789, when a vast crowd of women 

marched on the royal palace at Versailles and forced the royal family, whom they did not trust, to return 
with them to Paris, where they could be watched. 

 1.4.3 The second French Revolution 
 The middle classes and most peasants benefi ted from the revolution, but the sans-culottes gained little. 
Women and poorer men still did not have the vote, and a higher income was required for a man to stand 
for election to the Assembly. Further, the Assembly passed laws denying workers the right to strike and to 
form unions to defend their interests. 

 The cause of the sans-culottes was taken up by the  radical  Jacobins. They wanted to take the revolu-
tion further and they soon became the dominant group in the Legislative Assembly. In August 1792 sans-
culottes attacked the king’s palace. In response, the Legislative Assembly  deposed  the king, imprisoned the 
royal family and agreed to hold fresh elections in which almost all Frenchmen could vote for a National 
Convention. 

 The National Convention fi rst met on 21 September 1792, just weeks after crowds had entered Paris 
prisons, killing suspected supporters of the monarchy and anti-revolutionary priests. The Convention abol-
ished the monarchy and put the king on trial for treason. 

  SOURCE 2  An engraving by an unknown artist of the time showing women marching on Versailles  
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 1.4.4 The Reign of Terror 
 France was now a  republic  and in January 1793 Louis XVI was executed by guillotine. A Revolutionary 
Tribunal was formed to try ‘enemies of the revolution’. Fears of foreign invasion had been growing since 
August 1791, when Austria and Prussia called on other powers to unite and restore the old order in France. 
In April the Committee of Public Safety was formed to deal with threats of royalist uprisings in many parts 
of France and from a coalition of foreign monarchies, including Austria, Prussia, Spain, Russia and Britain, 
which was trying to crush the French republic.  

 Fear of invasion and counter-revolution fuelled the Reign of Terror, in which enemies of the revolution 
were killed. Many nobles and royalists were executed, as were the leaders of the Girondins, whose radi-
calism was less extreme than the Jacobins’. Throughout the country, thousands who rebelled against the 
government met a similar fate. The Committee of Public Safety, dominated by the Jacobin Maximilian 
Robespierre, introduced the  Levée en masse . 

 During 1793 the revolutionary armies drove back foreign threats and crushed the royalist rebellions, but 
in 1794 the revolutionaries turned on each other. Robespierre and his followers executed several Jacobins 
they considered too revolutionary. They then executed Georges Jacques Danton and his followers, who 
were considered corrupt.  

  SOURCE 3  Artwork showing the execution of Louis XVI, 21 January 1793  

 DID YOU KNOW  ?
 The Jacobin Republic was a period of terror and bloodshed but also a time of social reforms. It gave relief to the 
poor, attempted to control food prices, wrote a democratic constitution, planned a system of public education 
and abolished slavery in the French colonies. These efforts to create a fairer society were more far-reaching 
than those attempted by the Assemblies before and after. 
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1.4.5 The end of the Jacobin Republic
Jacobin rule came to an end in July 1794 when other members of the Convention overthrew and executed 
Robespierre and his followers. After their own short reign of terror against the radicals, these men swept 
away the powers of the Revolutionary Tribunal and the Committee of Public Safety, wiped out the gains of 
the sans-culottes and returned power to the middle classes.

Their Majesties the [Austrian] emperor and the king of Prussia having intrusted to me the command of the 
united armies which they have collected on the frontiers of France, I desire to announce to the inhabitants of 
that kingdom [that] … the city of Paris and all its inhabitants without distinction shall be required to submit at 
once and without delay to the king [Louis XVI] … and to assure to him, as well as to the other royal personages, 
the inviolability and respect which the law of nature and of nations demands of subjects toward sovereigns … 
Their said Majesties declare … that … if the least violence be offered to their Majesties the king, queen, and 
royal family, and if their safety and their liberty be not immediately assured, they will inflict an ever memorable 
vengeance by delivering over the city of Paris to military execution and complete destruction, and the rebels 
guilty of the said outrages to the punishment that they merit …

SOURCE 4 The Proclamation of the Duke of Brunswick, commander of the foreign armies that aimed to invade 
France and overthrow the French Revolution, 25 July 1792

I challenge you to establish liberty so long as it remains possible to arouse the unfortunate classes against the 
new order of things, and I defy you to do away with poverty altogether unless each one has his own land … 
Where you find large landowners you find many poor people … Man must live in independence, each with his 
own wife and his robust and healthy children. We must have neither rich nor poor … We must have a system 
which puts all these principles in practice and assures comfort to the entire people.

SOURCE 5 Saint-Just, a Jacobin leader of the Reign of Terror, wrote these notes about the need for equality 
just months before he and Robespierre were executed in July 1794.

1.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Which different social groups rebelled against the old order in France in 1789?
2. What were the main reasons for discontent?
3. Describe three reasons for the success of the 1789 Revolution.
4. Which groups benefited from the 1789 Revolution?
5. Which groups lost their power and privileges?
6. Why was there a second, more radical revolution in France?
7. How did that second revolution come to an end?

Apply your understanding
8. Why did people such as the man in SOURCE 1 support a second revolution?
9. How has the artist portrayed this sans-culottes?

10. Describe the dress and weapons of the women in SOURCE 2. To what social class would they have 
belonged?

11. Study SOURCE 3. What events led to the king being executed as a traitor?
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Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 �  Egalitarianism: The French Revolution 

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.2: Revolution in France  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

  1.5  The Industrial Revolution 
 1.5.1 Making changes 
 The Industrial Revolution was arguably the most important period of change in modern history. It marked 
the beginning of the technological revolution that continues to affect our lives. Before the Industrial Revo-
lution, people produced things they needed in ways that had not changed in centuries. The Industrial Rev-
olution saw new ideas being applied to producing goods. It began in Britain in the mid eighteenth century. 
By the mid nineteenth century it had effected enormous changes in the ways people worked and lived, and 
these changes had begun to spread around the world. 

 1.5.2 The agrarian revolution 
 Traditional farming practices engaged most of the rural population in food production. There was little or 
no surplus workforce for manufacturing. During the agrarian revolution in eighteenth-century Britain, the 
application of new scientifi c methods transformed farming. Changes included: 
 •    selective breeding of livestock to produce more meat and wool  
 •   a new, more productive system of rotating crops to improve soil  
 •   changes in land ownership as common land that had been shared by villagers was enclosed by wealthy 

landowners, creating larger farms on which the new methods could be applied.   
 Such changes forced many small farmers and labourers off the land. They had little choice other than to 

drift to towns in search of work. Meanwhile, these changes produced increased wealth for large landowners 
that could be invested in agriculture and manufacturing. 

12.   Read  SOURCE 4 . 
(a)    According to the Duke, what did the Austrian emperor and the king of Prussia aim to achieve by 

intervening in France?  
(b)   What threat did they make to the French revolutionaries and to the people of Paris?  
(c)   Why would absolute monarchs such as the Austrian emperor and the Prussian king have been so 

determined to crush the French Revolution?  
(d)   How does this source help to explain why the Jacobins conducted a Reign of Terror?    

13.   Read  SOURCE 5 . 
(a)    What did Saint-Just say about land, poverty and the need for equality?  
(b)   Why would the sans-culottes have supported such ideas?  
(c)   Which social classes in France would have opposed such ideas?    

14.   Why would the governments of other countries have wanted to overthrow the French Revolution?   
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1.5.3 Trade, transport and manufacturing
Trade grew because of wealth from Britain’s colonies and because of improved transport with the building 
of canals, roads and, after 1830, railways. These developments encouraged the growth of banking to finance 
new industries and create more wealth.

Britain’s Industrial Revolution began in the textile industry. In the mid eighteenth century, spinning and 
weaving were done by farming families and agricultural labourers at home in the evenings after toiling in the 
fields all day. By the end of the century textile work was done almost entirely in factories using machines.

Several inventions revolutionised the textile industry. From 1764 the spinning jenny spun eight threads at 
a time instead of one. In 1769 Richard Arkwright’s new water-powered spinning machine produced thread 
even faster. As a result, spinning began to move out of farm cottages to factories located near streams. After 
the invention of James Watt’s steam engine in 1769, steam power became an even more practical option. 
The steam engine was applied to the cotton textile industry in the 1780s. Such developments created a 
demand for machinery. That, in turn, increased demand for iron and coal and led to the growth of factories 
in regions that produced these resources.

So changes in one industry affected many industries. All of this meant increased demand for factory 
workers, raw materials and markets. Britain was able to take advantage of these developments and become 
the ‘workshop of the world’ because it had resources, wealth from colonial trade, and ships to import raw 
materials and to export manufactured goods.

1.5.4 Working conditions
Over the nineteenth century the proportion of Britain’s population that worked in factories and mines 
increased enormously. Between 1841 and 1901 the population of England and Wales rose from 16 million 
to 35 million. Almost all of this increase was absorbed by the growing cities and towns. Industrial workers 
paid a high price for the wealth that was produced. Long hours for low pay under appalling conditions were 
normal in most industries. A 60-hour working week was customary for most workers in the 1860s.

1.5.5 Trade unions
Workers tried to improve their conditions by forming trade unions. Some skilled workers’ organisations 
had existed before the Industrial Revolution. However, in 1799 such organisations were banned under the 
Combination Acts, which made it illegal for workers to join together to fight for better pay and conditions. 

… is lame now and will always be lame. His leg was set wrong at first. One leg is shorter than the other. The pit 
makes him sick. Has been very bad in his health since he went down the pit … The heat makes him sick … Feels 
worst when he first goes down in the morning; at 3 o’clock in the morning; and when he comes up at 6 0’clock 
[in the evening] he feels sick … very seldom when he gets home can he eat very much … Has known three boys 
killed … The rope broke when the corf [basket] was going down, and they fell to the bottom.

SOURCE 2 From the evidence of Nichol Hudderson to the Children’s Employment Commission, 1842

The … cottages are in bad order, never repaired, filthy, with damp, unclean cellar dwellings; the lanes are neither 
paved nor supplied with sewers, but harbour numerous colonies of swine … The mud in the streets is so deep that 
there is never a chance, except in the driest weather, of walking without sinking into it ankle deep at every step.

SOURCE 1 From Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Working Class in England, 1848. Engels was describing 
conditions in the growing industrial city of Manchester in northern England. Often the workers’ housing was 
owned by factory owners. The workers had to pay rent out of their small wages.

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 1 The modern world and Australia (1750–1918) 15

c01HeadingTheModernWorldAndAustralia_1750_1918.indd Page 15 25/07/17  11:37 AM

When these Acts were repealed in 1824, workers used strikes and pickets to try to win some justice. In 
1825 the British government again virtually outlawed these tactics.

Despite this resistance trade unionism grew rapidly in the 1820s, especially in the textile industry. For 
a time during the 1830s British trade unionism reflected a concern not only with the immediate issues of 
pay and conditions but with fundamentally changing society. Some unionists worked to form cooperative 
societies, running their own businesses so eventually there might be no need for the capitalists who owned 
the factories.

Trade unions in Australia
Although Australia was not a highly industrialised country, it inherited its trade union traditions from 
Britain. The first Australian unions emerged in the 1840s, but unionism became stronger between the 1860s 
and the 1880s. There were huge strikes during the 1890s, when employers tried to destroy many of the 
gains won by Australian workers. Although these strikes were defeated, at the beginning of the twentieth 
century Australia had one of the highest levels of trade union membership in the world.

SOURCE 3 This engraving by French artist Gustave Doré was published in 1872 in a book called Over 
London — by Rail from London: A Pilgrimage. It shows the cramped and unhealthy conditions in which 
many of London’s working class lived.
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 1.5.6 The Industrial 
Revolution and Australia 
 During the British Industrial Revolution, 
Australia became a signifi cant supplier 
of primary products to Britain, especially 
wool and wheat. Mining also prospered, 
famously with the gold rushes that began 
in the 1850s, and later with other minerals. 
Manufacturing, in contrast, accounted for 
only a small part of the Australian economy. 

 Iron rails and telegraph wires 
 The new forms of transport and commu-
nications associated with the Industrial 
Revolution had a huge impact in Australia 
because of its great distances. Railways 
grew from the 1850s. New South Wales, 
Queensland and Victoria each used a dif-
ferent  track gauge . In 1883 New South 
Wales and Victoria were linked by rail as 
their lines met on the Murray River. How-
ever, because of different gauges, neither 
colony’s trains could run on the other’s 
tracks. People and goods moving between 
the colonies had to change trains at the 
border. 

 Linking the colonies and the world 
 News from the outside world reached Australia by ship, so Australians often learned of overseas events 
months after they occurred. Reducing this isolation became possible following the invention of the electric 
telegraph by Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail in 1836. The fi rst telegraph system began operating in England 
in 1837. The telegraph carried messages along wires by electric pulses. Morse code enabled telegraph oper-
ators to send messages in combinations of short marks called ‘dots’ and longer marks called ‘dashes’ that 
represented different letters. Trained operators could then translate these messages.   

 The eastern Australian colonies were linked by telegraph wires in 1859. In the following decade undersea 
telegraph cables linked much of the world, though not yet Australia. In 1870 the South Australian govern-
ment reached an agreement with the British–Australian Telegraph Company. The company would extend 
its undersea cable from Java to Darwin, and the South Australian government would build the Overland 
Telegraph from Darwin to Adelaide. The 3200-kilometre line was completed in 1872, fi nally linking Aus-
tralia by cable to London. An exchange of messages now took only hours rather than weeks.   
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  SOURCE 4  A map showing major sites of industry in Britain 
during the Industrial Revolution      

 DID YOU KNOW  ?
 Australian trade unions succeeded in 
winning an eight-hour working day for 
some skilled tradesmen in the 1850s. But 
many other workers, including women and 
children, worked 10 or more hours a day 
for much lower wages. 

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 1 The modern world and Australia (1750–1918) 17

c01HeadingTheModernWorldAndAustralia_1750_1918.indd Page 17 25/07/17  11:37 AM

  SOURCE 5  The Old Telegraph Station at Alice Springs was 
midway along the Overland Telegraph Line between Darwin 
and Adelaide. It had to be staffed 24 hours a day to boost 
the Morse code signals so they were carried along the 
great distance of the line.  

  SOURCE 6  Telegraph operators sent 
coded messages to the next station 
along the Overland Telegraph using 
these Morse code keys.  

 1.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . Note: Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    List three changes that contributed to the agrarian revolution.  
2.   What was the Industrial Revolution?  
3.   What advantages enabled Britain to become ‘the workshop of the world’?  
4.   As Britain’s population increased, where did the extra people go to work and live?  
5.   What diffi culties did early British trade unions face?  
6.   How did technology transform transport and communications in Australia?   

 Apply your understanding 
7.    Read  SOURCE 1  and look at the details in  SOURCE 3 . 

(a)    How does Engels describe the conditions of the houses and lanes in which factory workers lived in 
Manchester?  

(b)   Describe the details of the scene in  SOURCE 3 .  
(c)   What would it be like to have to live in such conditions while working at least a 60-hour week in a dirty, 

dangerous factory or mine?    
8.   Read  SOURCE 2 . 

(a)    What has happened to the health of the boy discussed in this source?  
(b)   What are his working hours?  
(c)   What other evidence does this source provide of the dangers of working in the pit (mine)?    

9.   Using  SOURCE 4 , locate the main sites of economic activity and population growth during the Industrial 
Revolution.  

10.   Using  SOURCES 5  and  6 , explain why the telegraph system would have required much more labour than 
modern communications systems.  

11.   Why do you think the boy in  SOURCE 2  had put up with such terrible conditions?  
12.   While workers were enduring such conditions, who do you think was enjoying the benefi ts of the Industrial 

Revolution?  
13.   If Britain was ‘the workshop of the world’ in the nineteenth century, to which country could that title be 

given today? Give the reasons for your answer.   
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  1.6  Nationalism and imperialism 
 1.6.1 Roots of nationalism 
 By the beginning of the twentieth century almost all of Africa and much of Asia would be controlled by 
European empires. Nationalism became an important force during this period. In some cases nationalism 
encouraged imperialism through the belief that some races had the right to rule over others. In others, 
nationalism inspired people to fi ght for their independence from empires. 

 The French Revolution instilled an unprecedented sense of pride in the French nation. People fought not 
as subjects of a king but as loyal citizens of the nation itself. However, nationalist ideas also spread from 
France in unintended ways. In lands conquered by French armies during the Revolutionary Wars, other 
groups discovered a sense of national identity as they resisted French rule. This was even more marked 
during the wars waged by the French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, who seized absolute power in 1804 
and ruled France until his defeat in 1815. 

 1.6.2 Nationalist struggles 
 When Napoleon was defeated, the old rulers of Europe tried to ‘turn back the clock’. Wherever possible, 
the former ruling families were restored to their thrones and people who wanted reforms were suppressed. 
But nationalism continued to cause unrest. Nationalists in the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian empires 
wanted the right to form their own nations. Greece won autonomy from the Ottoman Empire in 1829. 
Belgium became independent from the Netherlands two years later. 

 Nationalist sentiment grew in many small countries during the nineteenth century, including Britain’s 
oldest colony, Ireland. Among Italians and Germans in their many states there were those who wanted to 
create one Italy and one Germany. Both countries achieved national unity by 1870, although not entirely in 
the ways dreamed of by idealistic nationalists. 

 Several South American colonies achieved independence from Spain in the fi rst quarter of the nineteenth 
century. Later, in the twentieth century, nationalist ideas would inspire struggles for independence in Asia 
and Africa. 

 1.6.3 The imperialist scramble 
 A fi nal round of empire building took place in the late nineteenth century. After unifi cation, Italy and Ger-
many sought their own colonial empires. For European powers, colonies were a source of national prestige 
but, more importantly, they provided valuable markets and sources of raw materials. In the mid nineteenth 
century Europeans knew little about Africa apart from the Arab north, the Portuguese and Dutch settle-
ments and some coastal regions. But by 1914 Britain, France, Belgium, Germany and Italy had laid claim 
to nearly all the continent. 

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.3: Analysing a visual source  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 �  Industrial Revolution 
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  1.6.4 Imperialism spreads 
 All Pacifi c Islands peoples came under colonial rule during the nineteenth century, and European powers 
seized more territories in Asia. The British had been extending their power in India since the start of the 
seventeenth century and, in 1877, Britain’s Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India. 

 In South-East Asia only Thailand avoided colonisation. The Dutch extended their control through Indo-
nesia. Britain took Malaya and Burma, and the French took Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. How colonised 
peoples responded depended on local circumstances. Cambodia’s king welcomed French protection because 
he feared losing territory to his more powerful neighbours. But in Vietnam there was fi erce resistance to the 
French. China avoided being colonised but it was forced to give small territories, ports and trading rights to 
European powers, Japan and the United States.     

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.4: Nations become empires  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 �  European imperial expansion into Asia 
 �  Imperialism and Africa 
 �  Nationalism: Napoleon Bonaparte 
 �  Nationalism: The Congress of Vienna 

 1.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . Note: Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Explain what you understand by  nationalism ,  imperialism  and  colonisation .  
2.   How did the French Revolution infl uence the development of nationalism?  
3.   Explain why some nationalists could be supporters of imperialism while other nationalists opposed it.  
4.   Name two European countries that were unifi ed during the nineteenth century.   

 Apply your understanding 
5.    Study  SOURCE 1 . 

(a)    Make a list of British colonies in Africa.  
(b)   Make a list of British colonies in Asia and the Pacifi c.  
(c)   List the colonies of the French Empire.  
(d)   What was left of Spain’s once great empire by 1914?  
(e)   Where had Germany and Italy obtained colonies?    

6.   Until the mid twentieth century there was a saying: ‘The sun never sets on the British Empire’. What do you 
think this was supposed to mean?   

 DID YOU KNOW  ?
 By the late nineteenth century two kinds of nationalism had developed in Australia. Imperial loyalists felt loyalty 
to the British Empire and were proud that Australia was part of it. Radical nationalists wanted Australia to be 
independent from Britain. 
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  1.7  Global population movements: 
slaves, convicts and migrants 
 1.7.1 Movements of people 
 During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries many millions of people moved from continent to con-
tinent. Vast numbers of slaves were moved by force from Africa to the Americas. Many thousands of 
people were transported as convicts, mainly from Britain and Ireland. At fi rst convicts were sent to Brit-
ain’s American colonies. After the American Revolution they were sent to Britain’s Australian colonies. 
Many millions of Europeans and some Asians moved as free migrants to Australia and, in vastly greater 
numbers, to America. 

 1.7.2 Slaves 
 From the sixteenth century European slave traders transported African slaves to the Americas. It has been 
estimated that by the start of the seventeenth century one million African slaves had been transported to 
Spanish and Portuguese colonies in the Americas. From the mid seventeenth century the Dutch, British and 
French became the main transporters of African slaves to America.  

 Slave labour formed the backbone 
of the economies of British and French 
colonies in the Caribbean and Britain’s 
southern colonies in North America. In 
1775, when the American Revolution 
began, there were at least half a mil-
lion African slaves in what became the 
southern states of the United States of 
America.  

 Abolition of slavery 
 In 1807, following a campaign led by 
William Wilberforce, the British Parlia-
ment abolished slave trading throughout 
the British Empire. Eight years later 
France also abolished the slave trade. 
However, these measures did nothing 
to change the lives of those who were 
already slaves or of their children who 
would be born into slavery. It was 
not until 1833 that Britain abolished 
slavery itself and ordered that all slaves 
throughout the empire be freed.  

  SOURCE 1  A family of slaves, photographed on a plantation in 
South Carolina, USA, in 1862  

 DID YOU KNOW  ?
 In 1808 the United States government banned the importing of slaves into the USA, but it did not free the 
slaves who were already there. In several southern states slave-breeding programs were used to increase 
slave numbers. 
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 In the southern states of the USA, plan-
tation owners profi ted from slave labour to 
produce cotton that was exported to British 
textile factories. Slavery was not abolished 
in the USA until the Civil War between the 
industrial northern states and the southern 
‘slave states’. The war began in 1861, when 
the southern states attempted to  secede . In 
1863 President Abraham Lincoln issued his 
Emancipation Proclamation. It outlawed 
slavery but it could not actually free any 
slaves until the Union (northern) armies 
occupied the South. Slavery ended with the 
Union victory in 1865, but African Ameri-
cans continued to suffer brutal oppression 
and discrimination in the southern states 
for another hundred years. Even today, 
many African Americans are among the 
most disadvantaged people in the USA. 

 1.7.3 Convicts 
 During the eighteenth century poverty and harsh 
laws resulted in many British and Irish people 
becoming convicts. Some convicts were violent 
criminals, but many more were ordinary people 
who were forced by poverty into committing 
small crimes. To try to reduce crime, the British 
government made almost 200 crimes punishable 
by death. Other crimes were punished by long 
prison sentences.  

 Thousands of convicts had been sent to Brit-
ain’s American colonies, but American independ-
ence ended that option. Prisons became terribly 
overcrowded, so many convicts were kept on rot-
ting decommissioned ships called hulks. In 1786 
the British government began to send convicts to New South Wales. It was considered a good place for a 
convict colony because the climate and soil were suitable and convicts would have nowhere to escape to. 

 The First British settlement in Australia was founded on 26 January 1788 at Sydney Cove. More than 
160 000 men, women and children were sent as convicts to New South Wales and later, as they were 
founded, to other Australian colonies. 

 How were convicts treated? 
 On the voyage to Australia convicts were often treated brutally, being kept in chains, poorly fed and 
crowded together below decks. Conditions improved by the 1820s. When they arrived in Australia convicts 
entered a system that was like a lottery. Some who had useful skills were set free early, but others suffered 
great cruelty. Some convicts worked for the government and were free to work for themselves in their spare 
time. Others were assigned as servants to offi cers, free settlers and even ex-convicts. Whether they were 
treated well or badly depended on the person for whom they worked.   

   SOURCE 2  A slave market, photographed in Atlanta, Georgia, 
USA, in 1864 

   SOURCE 3  Some statistics on convicts from L. L. 
Robson,  The Convict Settlers of Australia , 1965 

    Male  Female 

 Percentage transported for crimes 
involving stealing 

 81  83 

 Percentage of fi rst offenders  22  23 

 Percentage sentenced to seven years’ 
transportation 

 51  74 

 Percentage sentenced to 10 years  7  8 

 Percentage sentenced to 14 years  11  8 

 Percentage sentenced for life  27  8 

 Native to England (per cent)  56  23 

 Native to Ireland (per cent)  32  34 
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Punishments and rewards
As punishment for wrongdoing 
during their sentences, convicts 
could be put into chain gangs, where 
they worked chained together, or 
sent to a secondary penal settlement. 
These settlements, such as Norfolk 
Island and Macquarie Harbour, 
were places of terrible suffering. 
The most common punishment was 
flogging with a vicious whip called 
the cat o’ nine tails.

Convicts who behaved well or 
were lucky could receive a ticket-of-
leave. This meant they could work 
for themselves during the remainder 
of their sentences. A convict who 
received a conditional pardon was 
free but could not leave the colony. 
A full pardon allowed an ex-convict 
to return home, although few could 
afford to do so.

1.7.4 Migrants
The main destination of free European migrants was the United States. Between 1830 and 1910 at least 
26 million people, most of them poor Europeans, migrated to the USA. They included many Irish, who fled 
a terrible famine in the 1840s. Migrants also included many Germans, Italians, Poles, Czechs, Serbs, Croats 
and Jews from central or eastern Europe. They came to escape poverty and oppression at home, but they 
became cheap labour for America’s factories, railways and mines, and tenants in America’s growing urban 
slums.

1.7.5 Australia’s changing population
The Australian colonies could not long remain large prisons. Ex-convicts, or emancipists as they were 
called, made up a significant part of the population, as did their children and the children of those still 
serving sentences. The first free settlers had been soldiers and officials. They were followed by wealthy free 
settlers attracted by land grants, free convict labour and profits from wool. From 1831 workers were also 
encouraged to migrate to provide the colonies with needed skills. The British government even helped them 
to migrate, at least partly because it feared many of the poor could become rebellious if they remained in 
Britain and Ireland. By 1851 convicts made up only 1.5 per cent of Australia’s population.

Transportation … is slavery as well; and the condition of the convict slave is frequently a very miserable 
one … he might be fortunate in obtaining a ticket of leave, or a conditional pardon, and finish his career by 
accumulating considerable wealth. Or he may be the wretched … slave of some harsh master, compelled by the 
lash to work.

SOURCE 4 From the Report of the Select Committee on Transportation, presented in the British Parliament 
in 1838

SOURCE 5 A sketch of bloodhounds on Eaglehawk Neck, Tasmania, 
used to prevent the escape of convicts
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The gold rushes brought a new influx of migrants. Sixty-seven thousand people arrived by ship in Port 
Phillip Bay during just the last six months of 1852. Between 1851 and 1861 Australia’s population rose 
from 400 000 to 1.2 million. Immigration continued but at a much slower pace after the gold rushes. By 
1901 Australia’s population stood at just under 4 million.

SOURCE 6 A convict tramway, drawn in Australia and published in London in 1852

1.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Create a timeline of significant developments affecting slaves, convicts and migrants between 1775 and 

1910.
2. Explain the following terms: assigned convicts; chain gangs; secondary penal settlements; tickets-of-leave; 

conditional pardons; and full pardons.
3. Which countries were the main transporters of slaves from the mid seventeenth century?
4. Why did slavery continue in the British Empire even after Britain banned the slave trade in 1807?
5. For how long after the Emancipation Proclamation did African Americans continue to suffer?
6. Why did Britain send convicts to Australia?
7. During which part of the nineteenth century did Australia receive the most immigrants?
8. How many people migrated to the United States between 1830 and 1910?

Apply your understanding
9. Explain how you would use SOURCES 1 and 2 as evidence of slavery in the United States.

10. Using SOURCE 3 for evidence, write a paragraph explaining the characteristics of the typical convict. For 
example, you could say that most convicts of both sexes were transported for theft.

11. How does SOURCE 4 support the view that the convict system was a lottery?
12. Work in small groups to decide on six questions that you would ask about SOURCES 5 and 6 to use as 

evidence in an investigation of the experiences of convicts in Australia.
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  1.8  Progressive ideas and movements 
 1.8.1 The infl uence of the French Revolution 
 Another development of great signifi cance was the emergence of new ideas and movements that changed 
the ways many people thought. Several of these ideas and movements helped to create more free and fair 
societies in Europe during this period, and in later times they would inspire struggles for national liberation 
in Europe’s colonies. 

 Only a small, privileged class of aristocrats had any say in government in the eighteenth century. The 
French Revolution temporarily overthrew that system but the old order was restored throughout Europe 
when the Revolution was defeated. Various movements struggled for more democracy, but they differed 
greatly on what ‘democracy’ meant and whether it also meant a more equal society. 

 1.8.2 Liberalism 
 Liberalism was the belief that people should be equal under the law and have individual liberties. Liberals 
also wanted free trade and a share in government. Most liberals were members of the growing middle 
classes. However, while industrial growth increased the size and infl uence of the middle classes, it also 
increased the size of the industrial working class. Workers supported liberal demands, but they also wanted 
a say in government and reforms to improve their living standards. 

 In 1848 democratic revolutions broke out across Europe. At fi rst they appeared to succeed, but in most 
places the old ruling classes soon regained power. One reason for their failure was that many liberals feared 
sharing power with the working class more than they hated the old rulers. 

  1.8.3 The Chartist movement 
 Between 1837 and 1847 British workers attempted to improve their lives through political action. The 
Chartists drew up a petition to Parliament. Its demands included votes for all adult men, payment for mem-
bers of Parliament and the abolition of property qualifi cations that prevented poorer men from standing for 
election to Parliament. 

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.5: Analysing statistics  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 �  Movement of peoples 
 �  Convict transportation to Australia 

 … the people arose; not only in France, but in almost every country in Europe … They arose, at fi rst, following 
and supporting those wealthier classes who had undertaken to fi ght … [but the people were] deceived by their 
leaders, who, as soon as they had acquired their own rights, turned against them …  

 SOURCE 1  From Giuseppe Mazzini, an Italian nationalist who took part in the revolutions of 1848
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 One and a half million people signed the fi rst petition, but it was rejected by Parliament, which was con-
trolled by the middle and upper classes. A general strike was called in protest but it was defeated because 
of high unemployment. An isolated revolt in Wales was brutally crushed by the government. 

 In 1841 three and half million people signed a second petition, which included demands for better wages 
and laws to improve factory conditions. Its rejection by Parliament triggered a wave of strikes before arrests 
and hunger forced people back to work. After a third petition was rejected in 1847, Chartism declined. How-
ever, most Chartist demands were achieved by the beginning of the twentieth century. 

 1.8.4 Socialism 
 There were many infl uential socialist thinkers in the nineteenth century. They shared a belief in greater 
economic and political equality. They believed this could be achieved only by workers owning and running 
enterprises collectively or by the state owning these enterprises on their behalf. Signifi cant socialist thinkers 
included the British reformer Robert Owen and the French socialist Louis Blanc. 

 Marxism 
 Marxism is the name given to the ideas of Karl Marx, a 
nineteenth-century German philosopher. Marx believed 
that history was shaped by struggles between social 
classes. He predicted that revolutions throughout Europe 
would completely change societies. As the industrial rev-
olution proceeded, those who had nothing but their ability 
to work — the  proletariat  — would overthrow the  bour-
geoisie . The workers would then create a socialist society 
in which wealth would be shared fairly. Marx thought that 
socialism would eventually lead to a stage of even greater 
equality that he called ‘communism’. In 1917 a faction 
that described itself as Marxist seized power in Russia, 
but the system it introduced had little in common with the 
society Marx had imagined.  

  SOURCE 2  Statues of Karl Marx (seated) 
and Friedrich Engels (standing) in Berlin, 
Germany  

 Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly 
facing each other — the bourgeoisie and proletariat … The Communists … openly declare that their ends can 
only be attained by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a 
Communist revolution. The proletariat have nothing to lose but their chains. They have the world to win. Working 
men of all countries unite!  

 SOURCE 3  From Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,  The Communist Manifesto , 1848

 1.8 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . Note: Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check your understanding 
1.    Explain what you understand each of the following terms to mean: liberalism; socialism; and Marxism.  
2.   Describe one reason for the failure of the 1848 revolutions in Europe.  
3.   What were the demands of the Chartists?  
4.   Why do you think the Chartists did not also demand votes for women?  
5.   What did Karl Marx mean by ‘class struggle’?   
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      1.9  SkillBuilder: Understanding a historical debate 
 1.9.1 What is a historical debate? 
 One of the most important concepts in history is contestability. This means that many interpretations of the 
past are open to debate. Sometimes this is because of lack of evidence. At others it is because historians 
bring different perspectives to an investigation. 

 Why is it important to understand a historical debate? 
 Very often one interpretation of an event comes to be popularly accepted as the truth. It is thought to be the 
only possible interpretation. To better understand this issue, let’s look at an example. In  chapter 8  you will 
study the First World War, including the Gallipoli campaign. But you will already be familiar with the story 
of the Anzac landing at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 because it is commemorated every year in Australia on 
Anzac Day. 

 For much of the twentieth century, most Australians believed that the terrible losses Australian troops 
suffered during the landing and, to an extent, the failure of the Gallipoli campaign, resulted from the 
troops being landed at Ari Burnu, north of their intended landing place below Gaba Tepe. Charles Bean, 
Australia’s offi cial war historian during World War I, stated that the Anzacs were put ashore at the wrong 
place. He wrote that ‘the carefully laid plans had been torn to shreds by the current that had carried the 
tows [landing craft] too far northward’. Other historians and most people in general accepted this view, 
believing that the soldiers failed to gain the territory needed for the campaign’s success partly because of 
the landing error. 

 More recently, several historians have challenged that view. This is common in historical work, partly 
because historians writing soon after events do not always have all the evidence they need. For example, 
Bean could not draw on the military intelligence that went into planning the Gallipoli campaign because it 
was kept secret for 50 years. 

 Apply your understanding 
6.    In  SOURCE 1  what does Mazzini say about the role of middle-class liberals in the 1848 revolutions?  
7.   Why would workers have felt betrayed by such liberal leaders in 1848?  
8.   Study  SOURCES 2  and  3 . 

(a)    Why do you think  The Communist Manifesto  was published in 1848?  
(b)   What changes that had taken place since 1750 led Marx to state, ‘Society as a whole is more and more 

splitting up into two great hostile camps’?  
(c)   The statue in  SOURCE 2  was erected while East Germany was a communist state (from the late 1940s to 

1989). Why do you think it remains in Berlin?     

   Complete this digital doc:   Worksheet 1.6: Ideas on the move  

  RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

�  Capitalism and socialism 
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1.9.2 How to understand a historical debate
To understand a historical debate we need to recognise how a new interpretation challenges an earlier argu-
ment. To do this we follow these steps:
1. Identify the main argument of the earlier interpretation.
2. Identify the main argument of the later interpretation and how it differs from the earlier interpretation.
3. Explain the details used to support the argument of the later interpretation.

Example

In this example, we can say the following:
1. The earlier interpretation (Bean) claimed that plans for the landing were undermined by currents that 

forced the troops’ landing craft north of their intended landing place.
2. Winter argues that this is wrong because the Anzacs were landed where they were intended to be 

landed.
3. Winter supports his argument by pointing out that the Navy knew all about the strength of the currents 

and, a year later, an Australian officer stated that their landing position was as planned.

1.9.3 Developing my skills
Using the previous example, try applying the same steps to analyse the way that another interpretation, 
shown in SOURCE 2, challenges views.
1. Identify the relevant arguments in Bean’s and Winter’s interpretations.
2. Identify the main argument of Roberts’ interpretation and how it differs from these earlier 

interpretations.
3. Explain the details used to support Roberts’ interpretation.

The problem to be resolved is whether the landing at Anzac was a simple piece of bad luck or whether it was 
part of Birdwood’s plan … An unsuspected sea current provides the strongest point in favour of failure being 
due to factors beyond human control … But the case against the current is a strong one. Earlier work around the 
peninsula with submarines meant that the navy was well aware of swift currents around the landing point … the 
possibility of an unsuspected or unmeasurable current may be discounted …

Colonel W. R. McNicol … gave an address … on the anniversary of the landing, saying that the position 
attacked was identical with orders …

SOURCE 1 From Denis Winter, ‘The Anzac landing — the great gamble?’ in Journal of the Australian War 
Memorial, April 1984, pp. 15, 18

Birdwood’s aim of taking the Turkish defenders by surprise was achieved. A landing north of Gaba Tepe had not 
been expected and the small garrison defending Anzac Cove put up a brief resistance before fleeing inland … 
By about 5.00 a.m. the high ground overlooking Anzac Cove had been captured …

Therefore, there is little ground for claiming, as Bean concludes, that the misplaced landing was a major 
reason for the failure of the ANZAC assault to achieve its intended objective.

Indeed, there is strong evidence that the error was fortunate. Birdwood himself believed so. The strongest 
Turkish defences were at Gaba Tepe and these covered the original landing beach and its seaward 
approaches … Birdwood and others believed that heavy casualties would have been experienced had the 
landing gone as planned.

SOURCE 2 From Chris Roberts, ‘The Landing at Anzac: a reassessment’, in Journal of the Australian War 
Memorial, April 1993, pp. 27–9
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SOURCE 3 The beach at Anzac, painted by war artist Frank Crozier in 1919

1.10 Review
1.10.1 Review
In this Overview we have looked at some of the big changes that took place in the period from 1750 to 
1918. Chief among these changes were: the Industrial Revolution; the spread of imperialism, including a 
final wave of empire building in Africa, the Pacific and South-East Asia; the mass movement of people 
through slavery, convict transportation and migration; and the emergence of ideas and movements aimed at 
creating a better world.

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 1.7: Understanding historical debate

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
absolute monarch  a ruler who governs alone, unrestrained by laws or constitution
bourgeoisie  capitalist middle classes; the owners of the means of production, distribution and exchange — 
that is, factories, shipping, banks and other businesses
constitution  rules for government
divine right  chosen by God to rule
deposed  remove from power
Estates General  representatives elected by the three French Estates
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1.10  Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  for every question, 
go to your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . Note: Question numbers may vary slightly  . 

   Multiple choice quiz   

Short answer quiz 
1.    Name two new types of sources of evidence that emerged during this period.  
2.   Name two empires that included several countries within Europe.  
3.   What colonies did Britain gain and what did it lose in North America in the late eighteenth century?  
4.   Under the French ancien regime, who made up each of the three Estates?  
5.   What was the Reign of Terror during the French Revolution?  
6.   Why were many factories at fi rst located near streams during the British Industrial Revolution?  
7.   For how many hours in a week did most factory employees work by the 1860s?  
8.   What were the main aims of trade unions?  
9.   What was changed in Australia by the Overland Telegraph?  

10.   Describe the two kinds of nationalism that emerged in Australia during the nineteenth century.  
11.   What were two motives for European 

imperialism?  
12.   Which South-East Asian countries were claimed 

as part of the French and British empires during 
the nineteenth century?  

13.   When was slavery abolished in the British and 
French empires and in the United States?  

14.   How many convicts were transported to 
Australia?  

15.   What were the aims of the Chartists?   

 Apply your understanding 
16.    What ideas motivated Europeans to interfere 

in the affairs of China (as shown in  SOURCES 1  
and  2 ) and other Asian countries?    

17.   What do you think the men in  SOURCE 1  would 
have understood about their small role in this 
imperial venture?  

18.   How do you think the British and other 
imperialist powers justifi ed the event shown in 
 SOURCE 2 ?  

  SOURCE 1  A group of Australians who fought in the 
Australian Naval Contingent in China in 1900. The 
contingent was sent to help the imperialist powers, 
including Britain, Germany, Russia, the United 
States and Japan, to suppress the Boxer Rebellion 
in China.  

  feudal dues   obligations and payments imposed on peasants since the Middle Ages 
  guillotine   device designed to execute people by decapitation (cutting off their heads) 
  Levée en masse   mass conscription, forcing people to fi ght to defend the state 
  nobles   aristocrats, a hereditary privileged class just below a monarch 
  pickets   a line of workers formed to stop strike-breakers entering a workplace 
  proletariat   the working classes, especially industrial wage-earners 
  radical   those who advocate far-reaching political and social changes 
  republic   a form of government that relies on popular representation rather than a monarchy 
  sans-culottes   in Revolutionary France, working-class people of the cities 
  secede   break away to form a separate country 
  serfs   peasants who were bound to the land they worked. In Russia they could be bought and sold by the 
landowner. 
  track gauge   the distance between the two parallel tracks of a railway line 
tsar   the absolute ruler of the Russian Empire 
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19. How do you think such events 
might have contributed to the rise 
of Chinese nationalism?

20. Do you think we would know much 
about events like that in SOURCE 2 
without photographic evidence? 
Give reasons for your answer.

21. Form small groups to research 
the life and ideas of one of the 
following nineteenth-century 
thinkers:
(a) Adam Smith
(b) Louis Blanc
(c) Giuseppe Mazzini
(d) Karl Marx
(e) Charles Darwin.

SOURCE 2 Boxer prisoners beheaded in China in 1900. The 
Boxers were a group of Chinese who launched a rebellion 
against foreign interference in China. They killed Christians and 
besieged the British Legation (embassy). An international force 
from the imperial powers crushed the rebellion. The British 
arranged the execution of many Boxer leaders. Massacres and 
other atrocities were committed by the international force.

Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this topic, several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to answer 
these questions.
1. What changes took place in movements of people across the world between 1750 and 1918?
2. How did technology contribute to change?
3. How did new ideas contribute to change?
4. How, where and why did colonisation by European empires take place, and what was its impact?

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 Try out this interactivity: The making of the modern world timeline

 Complete these digital docs: Worksheet 1.8: Crossword

 Worksheet 1.9: Summing up

 Worksheet 1.10: Reflection

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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