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DEPTH STUDY 2: AUSTRALIA AND ASIA

TOPIC 6
Making a nation – Australia 
(1750–1918): (II) From 
colonies to nationhood

6.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the concepts covered in this topic.

6.1.1 Links with our times
Green and gold are the national colours worn by sports teams representing Australia internationally. They 
are based on colours of the continent’s landscape. Australia is the only modern country to occupy an entire 
continent, but it has been a nation only since 1901. Before that there were six separate British colonies on the 
continent. Nationhood was something that came along with other great changes in the late nineteenth century.

Today Australia is a constitutional monarchy. Since 1901 our laws have been made by Australian Common-
wealth and state parliaments, but our head of state is the monarch of Great Britain, Queen Elizabeth II. Many 
people are puzzled by these overlapping frameworks. Why do we have state governments as well as a national 

SOURCE 1 Lucas Neill, then captain of the Socceroos, Australia’s national soccer team, leaps to head the ball 
during a match against Japan.
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Big questions
As you work through this topic, look for 
information that will help you to answer 
these questions:
1. What was it like to live and work in 

Australia between the 1870s and 1913?
2. How and why did people rebel against 

the social conditions?
3. What ideas and conditions led to the 

creation of the Australian nation?
4. What were the main characteristics 

of the Australian nation before the 
outbreak of World War I in 1914?

Starter questions
1. Do you think most people in Australia 

today regard it as home?
2. Explain what you think is meant by a 

‘sense of national identity’.
3. Do you think most modern Australians 

have a sense of national identity?
4. How would you describe Australian 

values?

government, and which level of  government 
is responsible, for example, for education 
and health care? To understand such matters, 
you need to know how the Australian col-
onies united and what kind of a nation they 
wanted to create. You will also learn that there 
were alternative visions of what Australia 
might become.

Looking at Australia in the late nineteenth 
century helps us to understand the society 
in which we live today. This period saw the 
growth of a strong labour movement that 
fought for workers’ rights, the emergence 
of political parties, the struggle of women 
to gain a share in political rights, and a 
growing sense of national identity. Some 
people began to identify what they called 
‘Australian values’ and characteristics of the 
‘typical Australian’. Today there is ongoing 
debate about what it means to be Australian 
and whether it is possible in a nation made 
up of people from all over the world to iden-
tify ‘Australian values’.

A timeline of Australia, 1850s–1913

CE

CE

1850

1860

1920

1910

1900

1870

1880

1890

1854 
Thirty diggers are 
killed at the Eureka 
Stockade.

1890 
The Great Strikes of 
the 1890s begin and 
continue to 1894.

1892 
Gold is discovered 
at Coolgardie in 
Western Australia.

1883 
Premiers agree to 
the setting up of a 
federal council to 
work out a federal 
constitution.

1899 
Australian colonies 
send troops to the 
Boer War.

1901 
Commonwealth 
inauguration marks 
the birth of the nation. 
Commonwealth 
Parliament opens in 
Melbourne and 
passes the Immigra-
tion Restriction Act.

1880 
The bushranger 

Ned Kelly is 
hanged in 

Melbourne.

1860–61 
The �rst free 

selection Acts are 
passed in Victoria 

and New South 
Wales.

1891 
The Federal Convention 

in Sydney proposes a 
constitution. The �rst 

Labor members of 
Parliament are elected 

in New South Wales.

1894 
South Australia leads 

the way in granting 
women’s voting rights.

1913 
The foundation stone of 

Canberra, the new 
national capital, is laid.

1898 
The First Constitution 

Bill Referendum is 
held.

1907 
The basic wage is 

established.
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6.2 How do we know about late colonial and early 
twentieth-century Australia
6.2.1 Evidence of late colonial and early twentieth-century Australia
In this topic we will investigate living and working conditions in Australia in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. We will also explore the ideas, events and conditions that led to the creation of the 
Australian nation and the main characteristics of the nation before the outbreak of World War I in 1914.

6.2.2 Official sources
Following the gold rush of the 1850s each of the Australian colonies gained responsible government. 
This meant they had parliaments that were accountable to the electors. From 1901 Australia had a 
national Parliament, whose official name is the Commonwealth Parliament, along with the six state 
parliaments that replaced the colonial parliaments. The records of debates held and laws passed in these 
parliaments tell us a lot about the issues that concerned Australians in that period.

6.2.3 Mass media and personal records
In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries there were many more newspapers than there are today, even 
though we now have a much bigger population. This was because newspapers and magazines were the only 
form of mass media before the invention of radio, television and the internet. Libraries in Australia hold many 
issues of these old newspapers and some of them can now be read online. We can also learn a lot about this age 
through letters and diaries. Some people who lived at the time wrote their memoirs and some of these survived.

6.2.4 Visual sources
There are many visual sources for this age. Art-
ists have left a valuable record in their paint-
ings and drawings. Cartoons and sketches were 
widely used in newspapers and magazines. Car-
toons especially say a lot about popular attitudes 
and opinions.

This was the first period of history for which we 
have evidence from photographs. The first photo-
graphs in Australia were taken in 1841. They were 
called daguerrotypes. The images were printed 
on a silvered plate, and only still objects could 
be photographed because this method of taking 
pictures needed an exposure time of 20 minutes 
in full sun. From the 1850s a new method called 
wet plate photography gradually replaced daguer-
rotypes. Wet plate photography did not need such 
long exposure times and enabled copies to be 
made from the originals. Taking pictures became 
even simpler with the development of dry plate 
photography from the late 1870s. Throughout the 
latter half of the nineteenth century, photographers 
were capturing images of gold rush scenes, colo-
nial towns, buildings, ships, trains, parades, protest 
demonstrations, and people at work and play.

SOURCE 2 A protest meeting of alluvial miners in 
Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, on 12 March 1898

SOURCE 1 A family in front of their house at 
Walloon, near Ipswich in Queensland, in 1885
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6.3 Towards democracy: Eureka and political rights
6.3.1 Migrant democrats
The Eureka Rebellion of 1854 is seen by many historians as a milestone in the struggle for democratic rights 
and a more equal society. It was partly a conflict over what kind of society Australia should be. Today it is 
still seen as a symbol of resistance. The rebellion took place during the gold rushes of the 1850s. The gold 
rushes marked a turning point in Australia’s history, prompting a massive scramble of people from overseas 
to the Australian goldfields. The population trebled in the first decade of the rushes and wealth from gold 
raised living standards. These developments paved the way for more democratic rights and colonial self- 
government. Australia came to be seen as a land of opportunity, but the rushes also had other consequences, 
including violent political protests.

The great majority of gold rush immigrants were British and Irish, like the convicts and migrants who had 
come to Australia before the 1850s. But the new migrants also included people from many other countries, 

SOURCE 3 Soldiers of the Victorian Scottish Regiment No. 22 parading 
through Melbourne in 1899 on their way to the Boer War in South Africa

6.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why were there many more newspapers in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries than there are now?
2. List some examples of visual sources that exist from late colonial and early twentieth-century Australia.
3. What is a daguerreotype?
4. Outline how photography changed from the 1850s onwards.

Apply your understanding
5. Look closely at Source 1. If you knew this was a typical family, what conclusions could you draw about the 

size of late-nineteenth-century Australian families, their houses and their clothing?
6. What are the miners doing in Source 2?
7. From what you know about the earlier gold rushes, why would these miners be protesting about being 

banned from digging below ten feet (about three metres)?
8. The volunteer soldiers in Source 3 were going off to fight for Britain in the Boer War in South Africa. What 

might this tell us about Australian attitudes to the British Empire in 1900?
9. Use the evidence from these three sources to write a short description of the following aspects of life in late 

nineteenth-century Australia: families; houses and other buildings; types of transport; clothing; and attitudes 
to war and the British Empire.
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including the Chinese who you learned about in Topic 5. The 
British, Irish and European gold rush migrants included many who 
had been involved in movements for workers’ rights and political 
reform in their own countries.

Growing discontent
Life on the goldfields was hard, and for every digger who found 
riches there were many more whose backbreaking work yielded 
very little. From 1851 the New South Wales and Victorian govern-
ments passed laws demanding that anyone digging for gold buy a 
licence for 30 shillings a month. This fee had to be paid in advance 
and gave a digger the right to work only a small area. For diggers 
who were not British subjects, licences cost twice as much. Many diggers did not buy licences because they 
could not afford them, so the gold commissioners sent troopers to catch them.
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SOURCE 2 Some of the main goldfields in Australia’s south-east

SOURCE 1 A visitor’s description 
of what was happening on the 
goldfields by the mid 1850s, from 
W. Howitt, Land, Labour and Gold 
or Two Years in Victoria, published 
in 1855

… hundreds have already gone back 
[from the diggings] again, cursing 
those who sent such one-sided 
statements of the goldfields …
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Licence hunts and protests
Diggers caught without licences 
were fined and had their huts and 
equipment destroyed. Some were 
sent to jail. Following angry pro-
tests, in 1853 New South Wales 
reduced the fee to 10 shillings a 
month. Victoria reduced it to one 
pound (20 shillings), but this was 
still too high because diggers’ 
incomes were getting smaller as less 
surface gold was found. Mines sunk 
more than 30 metres required expen-
sive machinery that individuals or 
small groups of diggers could not 
afford. When Victoria’s governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Charles 
Hotham, ordered licence hunts twice 
a week in September 1854, digger 
anger became explosive.

6.3.2 The gathering 
storm
Even an unrelated incident could 
have provoked a riot. On 6 October 
1854 a digger was bashed to death at the Eureka Hotel at Ballarat in Victoria. When charges against the 
hotel’s owner, James Bentley, were dropped, many miners concluded that this was because Bentley had done 
favours for the police. On 17 October around 4000 furious diggers protested against this ‘police corruption’. 
They rioted and burned the hotel to the ground.

The Ballarat Reform League
On 11 November, at a further protest meeting at Bakery Hill, the diggers formed the Ballarat Reform 
League. Its demands included:
 • abolition of licence fees
 • parliamentary representation through voting rights for adult men
 • payment for members of Parliament
 • abolition of property requirements for members of Parliament.

These last two demands were made so men who were not rich could afford to serve in Parliament.
Digger resentment increased further when news came that on 27 November Governor Hotham had 

refused to release the men arrested over the hotel burning and instead had ordered more troops to be sent to 
Ballarat. By 30 November Bentley was no longer the issue, but feelings were running high when Commis-
sioner Rede ordered another licence hunt.

On 30 November, 12 000 diggers gathered at Eureka, where many burned their licences in protest. They 
appointed an Irishman, Peter Lalor, as their leader. They created a new flag, the ‘Eureka Flag’, with stars on 
a white cross against a blue background, and swore a solemn oath to stand together. They built a stockade 
at Eureka and began collecting weapons.

SOURCE 3 Administering the Oath, Eureka Stockade, 1854, a wood 
engraving made in 1888. During a protest meeting held on 30 
November the diggers solemnly swore to stand together.
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6.3.3 The battle at the Eureka Stockade
Before dawn on 3 December there were just 150 diggers in the Eureka 
Stockade when a force of 270 well-armed soldiers and police attacked. 
The fierce battle lasted only 20 minutes and the diggers were defeated. 
At least 25 diggers and three troopers were killed.

The outcome of Eureka
The diggers lost the battle at Eureka but they achieved many of their 
aims. Juries did not convict the 13 ringleaders who were tried for 
treason, finding instead that they had acted in self-defence. In 1855 
the gold licence was replaced by a ‘miner’s right’ costing just one 
pound a year and giving its holder the right to vote. Peter Lalor even-
tually became a member of the Victorian Parliament.

DID YOU KNOW?
In The Eureka Stockade, first 
published in 1855, Raffaello 
Carboni, an Italian revolutionary, 
provided a first-hand account 
of the Eureka rebellion. As 
a fluent speaker of English, 
Italian, French, Spanish and 
German, Carboni became 
such a prominent leader of the 
diggers that he was tried for 
treason after the rebellion was 
crushed.

SOURCE 5 Anger and resentment finally exploded on 3 December 1854 in an unexpected dawn attack by 
troopers on the diggers barricaded in the Eureka Stockade.

 A

 B

 C

 D  E

 F

SOURCE 4 Raffaello Carboni, a digger’s leader, describes events on 30 November 1854.

What’s up? A licence hunt … What’s to be done? Peter Lalor was on the stump, his rifle in his hand, calling on 
volunteers to ‘fall in’ into ranks as fast as they rushed to Bakery-hill, from all quarters with arms in their hands, 
just fetched from their tents. I went up to Lalor, and the moment he saw me, he took me by the hand saying, 
I want you, Signore: tell those gentlemen, pointing to old acquaintances of ours, who were foreigners; that, if 
they cannot provide themselves with fire-arms, let them each procure a piece of steel, five or six inches long, 
attached to a pole, and that will pierce the tyrants’ hearts …

The ‘SOUTHERN CROSS’ was hoisted up the flag-staff … There is no flag in Europe half so beautiful as the 
‘Southern Cross’ of the Ballarat miners …

Some five hundred armed diggers advanced … the captains of each division making the military salute to 
Lalor, who … exclaimed in a firm measured tone: —

‘WE SWEAR BY THE SOUTHERN CROSS TO STAND TRULY BY EACH OTHER, AND FIGHT TO DEFEND 
OUR RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES.’

 A   At the 30 November meeting, all present swore allegiance to the Southern Cross flag. Holding a rifle in one 
hand, and pointing towards the flag with his other, Peter Lalor said: ‘We swear by the Southern Cross to stand 
truly by each other and fight to defend our rights and liberties’. His men removed their hats and replied ‘Amen’.

 B   Hundreds of angry miners gathered at the stockade after the meeting of 30 November. But the resistance was 
not well coordinated — by the evening of Saturday 2 December, only about 150 men remained. Even these men 
might have left had the troops not attacked.

C   The Eureka Stockade was built by the diggers as a fortification against trooper attack.

 D   About 25 diggers were killed in the dawn raid and 30 wounded. Only three troopers were killed. The troopers 
were heavily armed with guns and bayonets; the diggers had only limited weapons.
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6.4 Whose Australia? Free selectors vs squatters
6.4.1 Conflict over land
After the clash between the diggers and the Victorian authorities at the Eureka Stockade, the next conflict 
between social classes in colonial Australia was over land. It was a conflict with roots that went back to 
earlier times when wealthy free settlers had been granted big parcels of land and convict labour to work 
it, while poor immigrants and ex-convicts received small land grants on which most were unable to make 
a living. By the time of the gold rushes, squatters controlled most of the land and used it for grazing.

The gold rushes hugely increased the colonial population. As alluvial gold ran out, thousands of 
people, including ex-diggers, demanded that wealthy squatters be made to give up some of the land they 
leased. This would free up land so other people could become small farmers. Although laws were made 
for this purpose in each colony, Australia did not become a land of small farmers.

 Complete these digital doc: Worksheet 6.1: Stand and fight?

 Explore more with this weblink: Gold rush game

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

6.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Make a timeline of events leading up to the Eureka Stockade battle.
2. Use your timeline to identify points at which bloodshed might have been avoided.
3. Explain what could have been done at any one of those points to avoid violence.
4. Explain the reasons for the demands made by the diggers at their meeting on 11 November 1854.

Apply your understanding
5. How does Source 1 help you to understand digger opposition to licence fees?
6. Locate Ballarat in Source 2.
7. Using Sources 3 and 4, describe the mood and spirit of the Ballarat diggers by 30 November.
8. Raffaello Carboni’s book (Source 4) is the only complete first-hand account of the Eureka Rebellion.

(a) What skills would have made Carboni a very useful diggers’ leader and ally for Peter Lalor?
(b) What can you tell about how the diggers were organised and armed?
(c) What chance would they have stood against trained soldiers?

9. Would Raffaello Carboni’s book be a biased source? Explain your answer.
10. Study Source 5. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter in 1854. Write a report on the battle and events that 

led to it. Include short ‘comments’ from representatives of both sides.
11. Enter ‘Eureka Stockade’ into a search engine and make a reference list of 10 books, articles and films that 

have been written or made about the Eureka Rebellion.

 E   Diggers on the Ballarat goldfields included Germans, Americans, Italians and Canadians, as well as people from 
England, Ireland and France. The involvement of non-English diggers in this struggle was resented by some.

 F  Peter Lalor and another ringleader, George Black, escaped after the attack.

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 ĥ Democratic reform

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



TOPIC 6 Making a nation — Australia (1750–1918): (II) From colonies to nationhood 195

c06MakingANation_Australia_1750_1918.indd Page 195 26/07/17  3:31 PM

6.4.2 Free selection
Many ordinary people hated the inequalities that existed between rich and poor in Britain and Europe. 
 Australia seemed to offer them the chance to gain independence as small farmers. In the 1850s a popular 
movement developed calling for ‘free selection’. The first free selection Act was passed in the Victorian 
 Parliament in 1860. In New South Wales free selection acts were passed in 1861 and similar laws were made 
in the other colonies.

These free selection laws allowed anyone to select land whether or not it was leased by a squatter. For 
example, in New South Wales a person could select from 40 to 320 acres (16 to 129 hectares) of land and 
buy it on time payment at one pound an acre. Free selectors could occupy the land they had selected after 
paying a quarter of its price, and they could lease three times as much land adjoining their selections. The 
only land they could not select was land on which squatters had made improvements.

6.4.3 Results of the free selection acts
In each Australian colony, squatters gained 
more from these laws than the people whom 
the laws were designed to assist. Why this 
happen? The squatters found many ways of 
defeating the aims of the laws. One method 
was called peacocking, which made the 
rest of the area useless to selectors. Another 
method was to use dummies who later sold 
land they selected back to the squatters.

The result was that Australia did not 
become a land of small independent 
farmers. Large landowners continued to 
control most of the country. Many selectors 
who stayed on the land lived in poverty. In 
many places soils were too poor, rainfall 
too unreliable and the selections too small. 
Women often had to run these small prop-
erties while the men went away for much 
of the year to work for squatters as drovers 
or shearers.

SOURCE 1 From John Sadleir, Recollections of a Victorian Police Officer, George Robertson & Company, 
Melbourne, 1913, pp. 114–15

It was also in the early ‘sixties that the quiet of Hamilton was disturbed … The first Duffy Land Act, providing 
for free selection of Crown Lands, had just come into force, and the momentous question of parceling out the 
fertile lands of the Western District had to be faced. It was an anxious time for the existing occupiers — the 
squatters … There was another crowd, too, but of persons quite unknown in the neighbourhood, and who 
appeared to be acting under some sort of leadership … It seemed … as if the strangers held possession, and 
the squatters were shut out while being stripped of all they possessed.

But there were wheels within wheels … Communication passed between the squatters and the leaders of 
the strange crowd … with the result that the squatters continued in undisturbed possession of their holdings, 
while not a single stranger was known to settle in the district at this time … The first Duffy Land Act was a 
failure.

SOURCE 2 An engraving, c. 1873, showing free selectors

Samuel Calvert 1828–1913
Free selectors pegging out 1873, engraving, 17.6 cm × 22.6 cm
© National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
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6.5 An Australian legend
6.5.1 The Kelly legend
A nation under the British Crown was not the dream of everyone who came to Australia during the 
nineteenth century. Ireland was Britain’s oldest colony and about one-third of all convicts sent to Australia 
were Irish. Many had been transported for small crimes committed just to survive the grinding poverty 

SOURCE 3 A photo-lithograph of a free selector’s 
hut, c. 1886

SOURCE 4 An etching of a free selector’s daughter, 
c. 1935

6.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why was there a popular demand for land during the 1850s and 1860s?
2. What was the aim of the free selection acts?
3. Why did the acts fail to create a land of small independent farmers?

Apply your understanding
4. Read Source 1.

(a) Why would the passing of free selection acts have caused an anxious time for the squatters?
(b) What were the ‘wheels within wheels’ and who do you think was employing the ‘strange crowd’ referred 

to by the police officer?
(c) Was this an example of peacocking or using dummies?

5. Study Source 2.
(a) What are these men doing?
(b) Why would the task be so urgent that they would do it by torchlight?
(c) Why is it possible that they might not be genuine free selectors?

6. How do Sources 3 and 4 provide evidence of hardships faced by free selectors?
7. Imagine you are either the selector or his daughter pictured in Source 4. Write a letter to a friend in the city 

describing the difficulties you face on your selection.
8. How do you think small selectors would have felt seeing wealthy squatters defeat the intentions of a law 

aimed at helping selectors?

Nicholas Caire, 1837 United Kingdom – Australia 1918
Selector’s hut, Gippsland, c.1886
Albumen silver photograph, image 15.1 cm × 19.6 cm
© National Gallery of Australia, Canberra

Lionel Lindsay, The Free Selector’s daughter 1935
Etching, printed in black ink, from one plate, plate-mark 
14 cm × 21.4 cm, sheet 18 cm × 27.8 cm
© National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. Bequest of Alan 
Queale, 1982
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in which they lived. Others had been sentenced for 
rebelling against British rule. Many free Irish immi-
grants were also fleeing poverty, especially during 
the terrible famine of the 1840s. Such people made 
up large numbers of the free selectors of north-
eastern Victoria, and many of them sympathised with 
Australia’s most famous outlaw bushranger during 
what came to be called ‘the Kelly Outbreak’.

Australians complimenting someone’s courage 
used to say that person was ‘as game as Ned Kelly’. 
Kelly has been the subject of a play, a ballet, songs, 
poems and novels. Artist Sydney Nolan portrayed 
the Kelly legend in a series of paintings. Both Mick 
Jagger and Heath Ledger played his part in movies. 
Why did an outlaw win such a place in Australian 
folklore?

Early years
Edward ‘Ned’ Kelly (born 1855) was the first son 
of John Kelly, an ex-convict from Ireland, and Ellen 
Kelly, whose family, the Quinns, had come from 
Ireland as poor assisted migrants. Ned grew up in 
north-eastern Victoria in a time of conflict between 
struggling selectors and squatters. The selectors 
viewed corrupt police as the squatters’ allies. In 
1865 John Kelly was jailed for possessing a stolen 
cow hide. When he died in 1866 the family moved to 
a small selection near Greta, where they lived in poverty.

In 1869 and 1870 Ned faced three charges of robbery; all were dismissed through lack of evidence. But 
in late 1870, aged just 15, he received six months’ hard labour in Beechworth jail for assault and three 
years for horse stealing. Three years after his release, Ned joined his stepfather in horse and cattle stealing. 
In 1878 arrest warrants were issued for Ned and his youngest brother, Dan.

The turning point
On 5 April 1878 Constable Alexander Fitzpatrick visited the Kelly house. According to Fitzpatrick, he 
arrested Dan but Ellen Kelly assaulted him with a shovel and Ned fired a shot at him. Ned’s version of 
events was very different (see Source 3). Warrants were issued for the arrest of Ned and Dan for attempted 
murder. Ellen was sentenced to three years in prison, and this enraged Ned and Dan. They hid out in the 
Wombat Ranges but offered to give themselves up in exchange for their mother’s freedom.

Police parties were sent out to hunt for the Kellys. Constables Scanlan, Lonigan and McIntyre and Ser-
geant Kennedy arrived at Stringybark Creek in the Wombat Ranges in October 1878. When Ned attempted 
to capture and disarm them, three police were killed. Only McIntyre escaped alive.

Outlaws
The Kellys were declared outlaws who could be shot on sight. In December the gang, now consisting of 
Ned, Dan and their friends Steve Hart and Joe Byrne, robbed a bank at Euroa without firing a shot. In 
February 1879 they raided Jerilderie, locking the police in their own cell and robbing the hotel and bank. 
During these operations the gang entertained their prisoners and Ned spent much time telling people how 
injustice had caused him to become an outlaw.

SOURCE 1 A portrait of Ned Kelly taken the day 
before he was hanged
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SOURCE 2 Kelly country

SOURCE 3 Part of an 8300-word statement (known as the Jerilderie Letter) handed over by Ned Kelly during 
the hold-up at Jerilderie in 1879

… there was never such a thing as justice in the English laws but any amount of injustice to be had …
If a poor man happened to leave his horse or a … calf outside his paddocks they would be impounded.
I have known over 60 head of horses impounded in one day … all belonging to poor farmers …
The trooper [Fitzpatrick] pulled out his revolver and said he would blow her [Ellen Kelly’s] brains out if 

she interfered in the arrest [of Dan Kelly] … The trooper … invented some scheme to say that he got shot 
which any man can see is false … the Police got credit and praise for arresting the mother of 12 children 
one an infant on her breast … I heard nothing of this … I being over 400 miles from Greta when I heard 
I was outlawed …

… they must remember those men [Kennedy, Scanlan, Lonigan and McIntyre] came into the bush with the intention 
of scattering pieces of me and my brother all over the bush and yet they know … I have been wronged …

Edward Kelly
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6.5.2 The final showdown
Police imprisoned many Kelly sympathisers and announced that such people would be barred from getting selec-
tions. The result was increased support for the outlaws. From June 1880, the gang made suits of armour from 
ploughs and supplied firearms to their supporters. They planned to lure the police to travel by train from their head-
quarters at Benalla to Beechworth. This would take them through Glenrowan, where there were many Kelly sym-
pathisers. The plan was to derail the train, capture the police and demand Ellen’s freedom in exchange for theirs.

On the evening of Saturday, 26 June, to set the police on the track to Beechworth, Joe Byrne shot and killed 
his old friend Aaron Sherritt, a police informer. Meanwhile Ned and Steve forced railway workers to remove 
a section of track almost 800 metres north of Glenrowan railway station. Joined by Dan and Joe, they took 
over Mrs Jones’s Glenrowan hotel and waited for the train.

Ned made two fatal mistakes. When Thomas Curnow, a schoolteacher, asked permission to take his sick 
wife home, Ned agreed. Shortly after two o’clock on Monday morning Curnow stopped the train, which was 
carrying ten police and several Aboriginal trackers. Ned had also assumed that the police would not suspect 
an attempt to derail the train. But well ahead of the engine pulling the police carriages there was another 
engine. Had it been derailed, the second engine would have stopped safely. The gang could have retreated 
into the hills. Instead they chose to stay and fight (see Source 4).

6.5.3 Trial and execution
With Ned’s capture, the police finally allowed civilians to leave the hotel. Left inside were Dan and Steve and 
a badly injured Martin Cherry, who died later of his wounds. Shooting continued until 3 pm, when police set 
fire to the hotel. Dan and Steve chose to commit suicide rather than be taken alive.

Ned’s trial for the murder of Constable Lonigan commenced in Melbourne on 28 October. He was found 
guilty and sentenced to death by Justice Redmond Barry. No sympathisers had joined the fight at Glenrowan, 
but more than 60 000 people signed a petition to save Ned from hanging and thousands attended a protest 
meeting the night before his execution. Ned’s last words, at 25 years of age, as he stood on the gallows at 10 
am on 11 November 1880, were ‘Ah well, I  suppose it has come to this.’

SOURCE 4 The siege at Glenrowan

 A

 B

 C

 D

 E

 A   Glenrowan railway station 
was about 100 metres in 
front of the hotel. The train 
was meant to be derailed 
800 metres up the line.

 B   Around 3 am the outlaws, 
in heavy armour, first 
exchanged shots with 
the police at the railway 
station. Ned and Joe were 
wounded.

C   The gang fell back to the 
hotel. During the 12-hour 
siege 35 men, women and 
children threw themselves 
onto the floor as police 
bullets crashed through 
the thin walls.

 D   Police fired on the 
hotel from a number of 
positions including a 

 E   Ned collapsed from loss 
of blood as he walked 
firing through police 
lines. Determined to 
save Dan and Steve, he 
staggered back through 
the heavy dawn mist 
and a continuous hail 
of bullets, firing at the 
police. He was captured 
after being brought down 
by a shotgun blast to his 
unprotected legs.

trench between the hotel 
and the railway station. 
They were reinforced 
through the night. Their 
fire killed a 13-year-old 
boy, and other people 
were wounded, including 
some who tried to flee. 
At 5 am Joe Byrne was 
fatally wounded.
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6.6 City life
6.6.1 Marvellous Melbourne: a city giant
In the major cities of the Australian colonies a world was emerging that was very different from the world 
of selectors, squatters and country towns. Since the first European settlements, most Australians have lived 
in coastal cities and big towns. Melbourne was founded in 1837 and named after the then British prime min-
ister, Lord Melbourne. By the 1880s it had grown to be one of the most commercially important and elegant 
cities in the world. English journalist George Sala was so impressed he called it ‘Marvellous Melbourne’.

In the same year that Melbourne was named, Robert Hoddle designed the grid layout of the city’s central 
business district. Outside this grid, land was set aside for large areas of parkland. Both are still features of 
Melbourne today.

Over the next 20 years Melbourne’s status grew. In 1847 it was officially declared a city through the 
appointment of its first Church of England bishop. Victoria became self-governing in 1851, when it sep-
arated from the colony of New South Wales. The establishment of the University of Melbourne and the 
Public Library in 1853 showed the city’s commitment to education.

6.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why do you think ‘as game as Ned Kelly’ was used as a compliment?
2. Make a timeline of the main events in Ned Kelly’s life.
3. Working in groups, try to identify points on the timeline where Ned might have been able to make different 

choices.
4. Suggest how events might have unfolded if he had made different choices.

Apply your understanding
5. Read Source 3.

(a) What did Ned say about poor selectors, police and squatters?
(b) How does this help to explain why the Kellys had many supporters?
(c) How does Ned’s version of events on 5 April 1878 differ from Fitzpatrick’s story?
(d) What evidence would we need to know the truth of this incident?
(e) How does Ned explain the deaths of Kennedy, Scanlan and Lonigan?

6. Use Sources 2 and 4 to answer the following questions:
(a) Why was Glenrowan a suitable place to ambush the police?
(b) What went wrong with Ned’s plan?
(c) Considering the positions occupied by both sides at Glenrowan, who do you think was most to blame for 

casualties suffered by innocent people?
7. Why do you think Ned Kelly became a folk legend?
8. What does the fact that many people admired Kelly tell us about social conditions in his time and later?
9. Find a full copy of the Jerilderie Letter. Use it to explain how Ned Kelly saw his actions as part of a struggle 

between rich and poor, oppressors and oppressed. After reading it, give your opinion on whether he should 
be remembered as a hero or as a murderer.

DID YOU KNOW?
Fearing fresh outbreaks among Kelly sympathisers, police reinforced stations throughout north-eastern 
Victoria. A royal commission investigated police handling of the Kelly outbreak. It resulted in several officers 
being dismissed or reduced in rank.
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One of the most striking features of Melbourne’s history is its rapid population growth, from just over 
3500 in 1839 to nearly 80 000 in 1851. After the gold rushes, diggers flocked to the city, and immigrants 
brought with them new ideas and a demand for goods and services. By 1880, half a million people called 
Melbourne home.

 A   Retailing precincts were set up around Swanston and Elizabeth streets. Other parts of the city catered for 
specific businesses and activities. Warehouses stood by the river, legal practices were established in the west 
end of Bourke Street and doctors were found in Collins Street east. Many of these precincts still exist today.

 B   Gangs of young men, called larrikins, roamed the streets. Prostitution and crime also flourished. The western 
boundary of the city was well known for its brothels and sleazy hotels.

C   Men’s clothing styles were quite similar for rich and poor, although fabrics and tailoring differed. Women’s 
clothing was a different matter. A wife, the experts agreed, must dress according to her position in society — 
indeed, the status of a man was often assessed by the clothes his wife wore.

 D   Well-to-do ladies showed off the latest fashions by ‘doing the block’, walking in the fashionable Collins Street 
precinct. Wealthy women had access to silks and satins imported from Europe. Working-class women often 
made do with hand-me-downs or mended clothing.

 E   A police force was established in the 1830s to keep order in the city.

 F   Wrought iron lacework was used to decorate the verandahs and balconies of middle-class homes and public 
buildings. During the 1880s it symbolised the city’s prosperity. Even today, Melbourne has more decorative 
wrought iron than any other city in the world.

 G  By the 1880s Melbourne’s skyline featured elegantly decorated domes and spires.

 H   Hydraulic lifts allowed buildings of up to 12 storeys to be built. Only New York and Chicago then had buildings 
as high as Melbourne’s.

 I   Behind the elegance of ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ were serious health and hygiene issues. By the 1880s, overcrowded 
inner-city housing in areas like ‘Little Lon’ meant that diseases such as typhoid and diphtheria spread.

 J   The Royal Exhibition Building was completed for the International Exhibition held in Melbourne in 1880. Exhibits 
and inventions from all over the world were displayed. The exhibition ran for eight months and attracted more 
than a million people.

 K   Household waste and nightsoil were dumped into the Yarra River. The stench in some parts of the city 
prompted a Sydney writer to rename it ‘Marvellous Smellbourne’. In 1891 the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works was established to try to rectify some of these problems.

 L   Cable trams were established in Melbourne in the 1880s. They allowed the growing middle classes to commute 
to the city from their homes in less polluted suburbs. Transportation by horse and buggy was also common. By 
the 1890s, Melbourne had an established rail network.

SOURCE 1 A modern artist’s impression of ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ in the late nineteenth century

 A
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 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.2: Marvellous Melbourne

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

DID YOU KNOW?

Cup day
One of Melbourne’s premier sporting events, the Melbourne Cup, 
was first held in 1861. Today the Melbourne Cup Carnival is enjoyed 
as much for its party atmosphere as for the race itself. Visitors from 
interstate and around the world flock to Flemington to ‘have a flutter’, 
picnic on the lawn and parade their outfits, both fashionable and 
outrageous. Nothing much has changed since 1888, when over  
100 000 people spread out their food and beverages underneath  
the gum trees to watch the race.

SOURCE 2 An artist’s impression 
of the Melbourne Cup, 1888

6.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Choose an event from Melbourne’s history for each of these dates:

Justify which event most added to the city’s status as a ‘most liveable’ city.
2. In what ways was ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ not so ‘marvellous’?
3. To what extent was the way we live in cities today evident in Melbourne city life 100 to 150 years ago? Has 

anything changed? Explain.
4. Study Source 2 carefully.

(a) What evidence suggests that the Melbourne Cup in 1888 was (i) a family event, and (ii) attended only by 
the wealthy?

(b) Discuss the sounds you would have expected to hear at this event.

Apply your understanding
5. Work in small groups. Use Source 1 to help you design an advertising campaign for ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ 

in the 1880s. It needs to be appropriate for the audience. This campaign will need three elements: a catchy 
jingle, a symbol or logo of the spirit of the city and a series of postcards highlighting Melbourne’s attractions.

6. Use the internet to find out how the city of Melbourne promotes itself to visitors today. Make a list of what 
you regard as Melbourne’s top historical attractions. Give reasons for each of your choices.

1837 1880 1861

1888 1847 1853

6.7 Working in cities and towns
6.7.1 An unequal society
After the 1850s many people who had tried their luck on the goldfields flocked to towns and cities to look 
for work. As a result, commerce, industry and investment grew, and the public service expanded. Develop-
ments in transport, technology and communication also contributed to changing work patterns.

Many nineteenth-century factories, mills and shops in the colonies were little more than ‘sweatshops’. 
Dressed in heavy, multi-layered clothing (then the fashion), workers of both sexes sometimes worked 10 to 
16 hours per day, six days a week, in temperatures that could reach the high 30s. Many had to walk long 
distances to get home.
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Employers had all the power, sometimes refusing to implement government directions to improve 
 conditions. Employees were often afraid to object or to report employers for non-compliance, for fear 
of losing their jobs. Neither did they enjoy the entitlements workers do today, such as sick leave. Most 
could be expected to work until they were 65. It was not much of a life for many people in the working 
class.

Even children worked under these harsh conditions, sometimes 50 to 60 hours per week. Because they 
were smaller, they could often do tasks adults could not. As well, employers had to pay them only a frac-
tion of an adult wage. In 1911, 46 169 children between the ages of 10 and 14 were in the workforce.

Social divisions
By the 1880s, apart from wealthy landowners and pastoralists, bankers and merchants were among the highest 
earners in the colonies. They established businesses close to the wharves to take advantage of the growing 
import and investment sectors. These businesses provided employment for accountants, clerks and shopkeepers.

Professionals such as doctors and lawyers also earned high wages. Most came from wealthy families, 
and had been educated at private schools and universities in the colonies and overseas.

High-wage earners tended to build spacious homes in leafy suburbs away from the grime and pollution 
of the inner-city areas. Domestic servants were employed to maintain these homes and the wealthy families 
who lived there.

Until the 1880s most domestic servants were poor Irish immigrant girls working to help support their 
families. Many men and women preferred factory work, though, because it often paid better and it gave 
workers some independence. This preference led to a shortage of domestic workers in the 1880s. As the 
shortage grew, domestic workers were able to push for higher wages, more free time and better working 
conditions.

6.7.2 New technologies

SOURCE 1 An 1882 wood engraving depicting scenes at Beath, Schiess 
and Company’s Victorian clothing factories

Local industries: Messrs.
Beath, Schiess and Co.’s Clothing Factories
May 13, 1882
print: wood engraving
Reproduction rights owned by the State Library of Victoria.
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By the 1880s new technologies meant the growth of new types of jobs. The expansion of manufacturing 
resulted in an increase of engineers, who helped to develop machinery for factories. In many trades (for 
example, bootmaking), mechanised processes replaced manual labour.

The typewriter created new office jobs. Up to the 1880s, typists were mainly men, although the number of 
female typists increased after this. New methods of copying and bookkeeping were also changing office work.

Telegraph and telephone services became more common in the 1880s. The number of telegraph stations 
in the central business district of Melbourne doubled from 1880 to 1890. By 1890, there were almost 2000 
telephone subscribers. New forms of communication required workers to develop new skills.

One of the most influential developments in the late nineteenth century was electricity. For some, how-
ever, electric lights just meant longer working hours.

SOURCE 2 Inside the workshop of John Faul, Ironmonger at Bendigo in 1890

SOURCE 3 Most servant girls endured demanding, and often harsh, working conditions.

She is wanted at 6 am, or before, and keeps busy all day till bed time at 10 or 11 pm. ‘No followers allowed’, not 
even a brother or sister, lest they should eat or drink something, or take something home. The poor girl cannot 
sit with the ‘family’ — she is ‘only a servant’, and therefore has only the kitchen to sit in if she has any leisure. 
If there are any grown-up sons, she is liable to instant dismissal if one of them is seen speaking to her, and the 
daughters order her about as if she were a convict.

‘“Missus” — From Sarah Jane’s point of view’ in The Bulletin, 23 June 1883
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Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world. 
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 ĥ Living and working in Australia 

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.3: Changing jobs and conditions

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

6.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Explain why many workers had to put up with very long working hours during the nineteenth century.
2. Why did employers often employ children? What benefits did this give them?

Apply your understanding
3. Read Source 3. According to the writer, why is domestic service difficult work? Try to give four or five 

reasons in your own words.
4. Look closely at Sources 1 and 2. Using these sources as your evidence, write a description of what factory 

work would have been like for men and women in the late nineteenth century.
5. In what ways did developments in machinery, technology and communication change working patterns in 

the late nineteenth century?
6. How would you have coped being a factory worker in the late 1800s, dressing as they did, and living, say, 

five kilometres walking distance from your workplace?
(a) What aspects (physical and/or psychological) would you have found most difficult?
(b) What sort of qualities of character do you think teenagers generally had then, working under these 

conditions? What does it say about their attitudes and values?

6.8 Trade unions and political parties
6.8.1 Australian trade unions develop
Most nations believe that there are characteristics that make their people distinctive. In the late nineteenth 
century many Australians came to believe the most important part of the Australian identity — the most 
typical Australian characteristic — was ‘mateship’, which was demonstrated by ordinary people standing 
by each other in the struggle to overcome tough conditions and injustice. For those who thought this 
way, the development of trade unionism was a continuation of a tradition that went back to the Eureka 
Stockade.

Trade unionism has been a very important influence on Australian life. Trade unions are formed by 
employees within an occupation or industry to bargain with employers for improved wages and conditions. 
They also try to ensure that any previously gained social improvements are kept. Australia inherited its 
trade union traditions from Britain, and for much of the twentieth century Australia had one of the highest 
levels of trade union membership in the world.

The first Australian trade unions were formed in the 1840s. They were temporarily broken up by the 
gold rushes but were soon reorganised. By the 1850s many trade unions had been formed. This growth 
brought about the establishment of the Melbourne Trades Hall Committee, a central organisation of affili-
ated unions. Its first meeting in 1859 was held in Lygon Street in Melbourne at the site where the Victorian 
Trades Hall Council building now stands.
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6.8.2 Tactics and policies
Unions used strikes and pickets to win 
their objectives. The first full-scale union 
picket was staged during the Bootmakers’ 
Union strike in 1884. Unions also held 
strikes to protest against businesses 
employing Chinese workers, who were 
paid at much lower rates than Europeans. 
At its first meeting, in Sydney in 1879, 
the Inter-Colonial Trade Union Congress 
(later the Australian Council of Trade 
Unions or ACTU) unanimously opposed 
Chinese immigration.

Exploitation of women
Women were exploited even more than 
men. They experienced harsh working 
conditions, long hours and lower rates of pay. The first colonial women’s trade union was the Mel-
bourne Tailoresses’ Union. Founded in 1882, it campaigned against wage cuts for already poorly paid 
female workers in the clothing industry. Its campaign led to a parliamentary inquiry into sweated 
labour, and the establishment of boards to ensure that standards were in place for wages, working 
hours and conditions.

SOURCE 1 A banner for the United Operative Masons of Melbourne, commemorating this union’s achievement 
of an eight-hour working day

SOURCE 2 Trade unionists with their banner in Broken Hill, 
NSW, around 1911
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Factions and political parties
Workers could have improved their conditions by electing representatives to fight for their rights in the 
colonial parliaments. At first, however, factions and pressure groups dominated colonial politics. The main 
groups were the protectionists and the free traders. Both represented the interests of businesspeople. The 
issue of free trade versus protection of local industries (by charging duties on imports) deeply divided the 
colonies. In New South Wales there was strong support for free trade while Victoria supported protection.

Political parties began to emerge in the late 1880s as the protectionists and free traders became more organ-
ised. The most significant step in the development of political parties, however, was the birth of the Labour 
parties. Since its inception, the Australian Labor Party (ALP) has had links with the trade union movement. 
Formed in 1891, it is the oldest political party in Australia, and one of the oldest labour parties in the world.

6.8.3 The great strikes of the 1890s
Trade unions achieved many of their goals up until the end of the 1880s. However, when a severe economic 
depression began in 1890, employers organisations fought back. Employers said they were fighting for 
‘freedom of contract’, the right to hire workers who were not union members and to pay them less than the 
wages that had been won by the unions.

The result was a series of great strikes between 1890 and 1894. 
The 1890 maritime strike affected all the eastern colonies and 
involved wharf labourers, seamen, ships’ officers, transport workers 
and shearers. The 1891 shearers’ strike saw armed clashes between 
shearers on the one hand and strike-breakers, the army and police on 
the other at Barcaldine in Queensland. The strike ended after four 
months; thirteen of its leaders were arrested and sentenced to three 
years hard labour. These strikes were followed by the Broken Hill 
miners’ strike in 1892 and a further strike of shearers and other bush 
workers in 1893–94.

Electing workers’ representatives
The strikes failed because the employers were able to find strike-
breakers to carry out much of the work and could use the law against 
the strikers. The failure of the strikes, the support the employers had 
from governments and the gaoling of union leaders made unionists 
realise they needed new tactics. They now thought they would have 
to get workers’ representatives into parliament to change the laws. 

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1855 unions commenced 
a campaign for an eight-hour 
working day. This was first won 
by stonemasons in Melbourne 
in 1856, reducing their working 
hours to 48 hours a week.

SOURCE 3 A portrait of 
shearers as ‘unionist prisoners’. 
This photograph was taken 
at Barcaldine, Queensland, in 
November 1893 to mark the 
gaoling of 13 shearer union 
leaders.

SOURCE 4 This news report describes what happened when 
unionists attempted to stop strike-breakers working at Port 
Adelaide during the 1890 maritime strike.

About 6 a.m. a large body of unionists had assembled on the 
wharfs, but nothing serious occurred until about 8 o’clock, when 
some non-unionists were returning from work along Maclaren 
wharf and proceeding to the labour bureau for breakfast. They 
were surrounded by a body of unionists, who commenced to 
hoot, jeer, and illtreat them. One of the men being rather roughly 
handled drew a revolver, which he pointed at the unionists, but 
happily did not fire. The police arriving on the spot arrested 
three of the unionists and took the weapon away from the non-
unionist, but the owner [of the revolver] was not apprehended …

Published in The Advertiser (Adelaide), 29 October 1890
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Labour parties were set up in each colony. Unionists believed that Labour party candidates elected to par-
liament would defend the interests of the workers who put them there.

6.8.4 Forming the ALP
Australia’s first labour government — indeed the first labour government in the world — was elected in 
Queensland in 1899. It lasted only seven days. A minority government had been formed, with Anderson 
Dawson as the state’s first labour premier. It ended a week later when motions enabling it to continue to 
govern were defeated.

In their formative years, the colonial labour parties were influenced by the trade unions, but were not 
restricted to only trade union interests. The parties also wanted the support of farmers, small business and 
non-union employees, including ‘white 
collar workers’. The influence of the trade 
unions on policy, however, remained high.

The Australian Labour Party entered 
federal politics at federation, following 
the first Commonwealth elections in 
1901. It comprised 16 members who 
had been elected to the first sitting 
of the House of Representatives and 
eight Senators. It was not until 1908 
that the spelling of the party’s name 
was changed to ‘Labor’. The American 
spelling recognised that many of the 
ideas of the American ‘labor’ movement 
were dominant internationally and influ-
enced the early tactics of the ALP.

SOURCE 5 Townsville Mounted Infantry in Hughenden, 
Queensland, during the 1891 shearers’ strike

SOURCE 6 Wives of unionist miners attacking strike-breakers with sticks 
and broom handles during the re-opening of the Broken Hill mines in 
1892
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6.9 Nationalism and Australian identity
6.9.1 Radical and nationalist
By the late nineteenth century two very different kinds of nationalism existed in Australia. A majority of 
Australians were what historians have called ‘imperial loyalists’. They thought of themselves as Australian 
Britons and felt deep loyalty to Britain and the British Empire. A different kind of sentiment was felt by 

Do you want to explore more? Link to myWorld History Atlas to explore important 
historical events from different periods and regions of the world.
www.myworldatlas.com.au

 ĥ Workers’ reforms

6.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. What were the aims of trade unions?
2. What tactics did they use to fight for these goals?
3. What economic reasons did trade unions have for opposing Chinese immigration?
4. From what you have learned about racism during the gold rushes, do you think racist ideas could also have 

motivated unions to oppose Chinese immigration?
5. Whose interests did Free Traders and Protectionists represent, and what was the main difference between 

these two parties?
6. Work in small groups to suggest reasons why employers chose a time of economic depression to try to 

break the unions.
7. List the reasons for the failure of the Great Strikes of the 1890s.
8. What benefits did unionists expect to gain by having Labour representatives in colonial parliaments?

Apply your understanding
9. Look carefully at Sources 1 and 2.

(a) What event is commemorated in Source 1?
(b) Why would a union regard this event as worthy of commemoration?
(c) Describe the appearance of the unionists in Source 2 and explain why they might have dressed this 

way. (Hint: What image of unionism is suggested?)
(d) Why might the slogan on the banner in Source 2 have been chosen?

10. Using Source 4 as your evidence, suggest reasons why unionists might have felt that the government and 
police were on the side of the employers and strike-breakers.

11. We live in a time of falling trade union membership. Using the information in this spread, design a leaflet that 
could be used by the union movement to encourage today’s young workers to join unions.

12. Imagine you are a reporter in the 1890s.
(a) Using the information and sources in this spread as evidence, write a newspaper report on the strikes of 

the 1890s.
(b) Make a list of other evidence you would need to fill in the gaps and present a more complete account of 

the causes, events and results of the great strikes of the 1890s.
13. In small groups, discuss what issues workers face today and whether you think they benefit from having 

Labor governments in power.

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.4: Workers find their voice

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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Australians whom historians have called ‘radical nationalists’. Such nationalists believed that Australia 
should be independent from Britain and should create a society that was fairer and more egalitarian than 
Britain’s.

Radical nationalists saw the typical Australian as a bush worker, like the gold rush diggers and the 
unionist shearers and drovers. He was seen as independent, opposed to class distinctions and English snob-
bishness, and loyal to his mates. Women usually had very little part in this image. Many Australian short 
stories, poems and artworks of the 1880s and 1890s depict such ‘typical Australians’.

SOURCE 1 Extract from Banjo Paterson’s 1889 poem Clancy of the Overflow

In my wild erratic fancy visions come to me of Clancy
Gone a-droving ‘down the Cooper’ where the Western drovers go;
As the stock are slowly stringing, Clancy rides behind them singing,
For the drover’s life has pleasures that the townsfolk never know.
And the bush hath friends to meet him, and their kindly voices greet him
In the murmur of the breezes and the river on its bars,
And he sees the vision splendid of the sunlit plains extended,
And at night the wond’rous glory of the everlasting stars.
I am sitting in my dingy little office, where a stingy
Ray of sunlight struggles feebly down between the houses tall,
And the foetid air and gritty of the dusty, dirty city
Through the open window floating, spreads its foulness over all.

SOURCE 2 The golden fleece, painted by Tom Roberts in 1894

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 6 Making a nation — Australia (1750–1918): (II) From colonies to nationhood 211

c06MakingANation_Australia_1750_1918.indd Page 211 26/07/17  3:31 PM

6.9.2 Racism
Racism was part of both kinds of Australian nationalism. Imperial loyalists believed that Britain had the 
right to rule over other races they believed were inferior to the British. Radical nationalists wanted to 
create a workers’ paradise in Australia, but they thought this dream could be achieved only by keeping out 
non-Europeans, who they believed did not share their values and whose cheap labour would be used to 
destroy the gains won by Australian workers.

6.9.3 Literature
Even before stories and poems about the bush 
were published, there were traditions of sto-
rytelling and singing among rural itinerant 
workers. These had developed from old convict 
ballads and Irish songs. Writers such as Andrew 
‘Banjo’ Paterson drew on these traditions to 
create ballads about the bush and its heroic char-
acters. Paterson’s works include Waltzing Mat-
ilda, Clancy of the Overflow and The Man from 
Snowy River.

Henry Lawson also wrote about people living 
in the bush. His mother, Louisa, was an early 
Australian campaigner for women’s rights, 
and her strong influence is seen in some of the 
female characters that feature in Lawson’s sto-
ries. The Drover’s Wife depicts a brave and resil-
ient woman protecting her children while her 
husband is away for long periods.

Paterson and Lawson both contributed to a 
literary journal called The Bulletin. It promoted 
political ideas such as republicanism and white 
superiority. Its slogan was ‘Australia for the 
White Man’.

SOURCE 4 Extract from The Drover’s Wife by 
Henry Lawson

She is not a coward, but recent events have 
shaken her nerves. A little son of her brother-
in-law was lately bitten by a snake, and died. 
Besides she has not heard from her husband for 
six months, and is anxious about him …

… She is used to being left alone. She once 
lived like this for eighteen months. As a girl she 
built the usual castles in the air, but all her girlish 
hopes and aspirations have long been dead. She 
finds all the excitement and recreation she needs 
in the Young Ladies’ Journal, and Heaven help 
her! takes a pleasure in the fashion plates …

… One of the children died while she 
was here alone. She rode nineteen miles for 
assistance, carrying the dead child.

SOURCE 5 Written by Henry Lawson, published 
in The Bulletin in 1887

A Song of the Republic
Sons of the South, awake! arise!
Sons of the South, and do.
Banish from under your bonny skies
Those old-world errors and wrongs and lies.
Making a hell in a Paradise
That belongs to your sons and you.
Sons of the South, make choice between
(Sons of the South, choose true),
The Land of Morn and the Land of E’en,
The Old Dead Tree and the Young Tree Green,
The Land that belongs to the lord and the Queen,
And the Land that belongs to you.
…
Sons of the South, aroused at last!
Sons of the South are few!
But your ranks grow longer and deeper fast,
And ye shall swell to an army vast,
And free from the wrongs of the North and Past
The land that belongs to you.

SOURCE 3 Henry Lawson

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



212 Jacaranda Histroy Alive 9 Australian Curriculum Second Edition

c06MakingANation_Australia_1750_1918.indd Page 212 26/07/17  3:31 PM

6.10 SkillBuilder: Analysing cartoons on 
social issues
6.10.1 What are cartoons?
Cartoons are usually ink drawings created for newspapers or magazines to provide humorous or critical 
comment on current events and issues. The Bulletin (see topic 6.9 Nationalism and Australian identity) 
often used cartoons to promote its ideas about republicanism, race, ‘bush values’, nationalism and trade 
unionism. Strong political cartoons also appeared in trade union newspapers such as The Sydney Worker 
and The Brisbane Worker.

Why are cartoons useful as historical sources?
Cartoons are interesting primary sources for a study of Australia in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. They provide us with information about what some people thought about events and issues of 
their times. Cartoons often:
 • use caricatures (exaggerating some characteristics) to make fun of particular groups or attitudes
 • use humour to make serious comments about events and issues
 • employ symbolism and other artistic techniques.

6.10.2 How to analyse a cartoon
To effectively analyse a cartoon, you need to understand the techniques used to create such art. You should 
begin by examining a cartoon in much the same way as any other source. You need to ask:
 • who created the cartoon and who published it?
 • when and where was it published?

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.5: Australian identity: comparing sources

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

6.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Explain the differences between the ideas of imperial loyalists and radical nationalists.
2. What qualities were associated with bush workers?
3. What political ideas did The Bulletin promote?

Apply your understanding
4. Form small groups to discuss the way the lives of bush workers are depicted in Sources 1 and 2.
5. How do such depictions help you to understand why, while most Australians lived in cities and towns, the 

white, male bush worker was seen as the ‘typical Australian’?
6. What does Source 4 suggest about the qualities of bush women?
7. Read Source 5 and answer the following questions:

(a) What kinds of ‘old-world errors and wrongs and lies’ do you think Lawson wanted to banish?
(b) Which countries do you think Lawson was referring to as ‘The Land of Morn [morning] and the Land of 

E’en [evening]’ and ‘The Old Dead Tree and the Young Tree Green’?
(c) What kind of Australia was Lawson calling for in this poem?

8. Use your library and the internet to find out more about Henry Lawson. Evaluate his contribution to creating 
a sense of Australian identity.
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 • what is the significance of the publisher, the 
time and the place?

 • why was it created? (What events or issues is 
it concerned with?)

 • what is its message? (This may be biased. It 
may come partly through the drawing and 
partly through the caption.)

 • how does it convey its message? (What are 
the features of the drawing that convey the 
message? Is it done through caricature or 
some other device?)
The following cartoon deals with an issue in sub-

topic 6.8. The annotations below explain how the 
cartoon is designed and how it conveys its message.

Who?
The signature in the bottom right corner shows 
that it was drawn by Hop (Livingston Hop-
kins), The Bulletin’s first cartoonist and that it 
was published in The Bulletin.

When and where?
The Bulletin was published in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, and was considered a radical (taking 
an extreme position) journal at the time. The 
time and place are significant because this was 
the year that Australia experienced the mari-
time strike, involving workers from a range of 
industries, over the issue of ‘freedom of con-
tract’ versus union rights.

Why
The cartoon was created to comment on this confrontation between workers and employers.

What is the message?
Hop is saying that the confrontation between workers and employers will be huge and unavoidable. Only 
one side can win and the outcome is yet unknown.

How does it convey its message?
The two figures are both caricatures, not of individuals but of social types. They are stereotypes (images 
that someone may have based on preconceived ideas). Note their dress, build and position of hands 
and heads.
(a) The fat man represents the employers or ‘Capital’. His dress, build and body language suggest he is 

greedy, powerful, arrogant and used to getting his own way.
(b) The well-built man represents the workers or ‘Labour’. His clothing, including rolled up sleeves, the 

position of his head and hands and the way he stands suggest he is honest, hard working, strong and 
determined to stand up for his rights.

(c) They are positioned on a narrow bridge labelled ‘Capital and Labor issues’. Below them is a deep 
gorge. Only one can go forward and if neither backs down, then one or the other is sure to be 

SOURCE 1 The Labour Crisis. Capital: ‘See here, my 
man, one of us must either go back or else lie down 
and let the other walk over him. Now which of us shall it 
be? — (And that is now the question.)

The Bulletin, 16 August 1890
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seriously harmed by his fall. The bridge is already buckling under 
their weight, suggesting a speedy resolution is needed.

(d) Hop’s sympathies are made clear by the contrast between the two 
figures — the defiant figure of the worker and the bloated, arrogant 
figure of the employer.

(e) The caption simply reinforces the message already represented in 
the drawing.

6.10.3 Developing my skills
Ask and answer the questions that were used to analyse Source 1 to 
carry out your own analysis of Source 2 at right.
1. Who?
2. When and where?
3. Why?
4. What is the message?
5. How does it convey its message?

6.11 Voting rights for women
6.11.1 Women in the workforce
During the nineteenth century there was great social inequality between the sexes. Most rewarding jobs 
were closed to women, who usually had to give up their jobs when they married. Women were expected to 
devote their lives to their family, yet they had little power within marriage. Many people came to see that 
women’s suffrage was needed as a first step towards overcoming such inequalities.

In the paid workforce, women were paid much less than men even for the same work. In the clothing 
trade, women worked up to 90 hours a week. Female domestic servants received very small wages, board 
and leftover food for working 14-hour days with only occasional weekends off. A skilled tradesman earned 
five times as much but even his wage was barely enough for rent, food and other essentials for a family.

Fighting for women’s political rights
Laws on marriage, divorce, property and custody of children all favoured men. Change could come only 
through political action. In the late nineteenth century women formed organisations in each Australian 
colony to campaign for the right to vote. Many hoped that women’s votes would force governments to 
make better laws to protect the rights of women and children.

In New South Wales in 1888 Louisa Lawson (the mother of Henry Lawson) founded a newspaper 
called The Dawn to make people aware of women’s issues. In 1889 she founded the Dawn Club to 
campaign for women’s suffrage. In 1891 women’s suffrage societies presented the Victorian Parliament 
with a petition with more than 30 000 signatures supporting votes for women. Vida Goldstein was an 
equally important campaigner for women’s rights. She was born in 1869 in Melbourne, where she 
worked for slum clearance, prison reform and votes for women. In 1899 she became president of the 
Women’s Suffrage League.

SOURCE 2 ENVY — AN 
EVERYDAY STREET SCENE 
‘What is the crowd about?’ 
‘Oh, one man has actually 
managed to get work and the 
rest of them are assembled to 
marvel at the strange sight.’

The Bulletin, 6 October 1894

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.6: Cartoon capers

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY
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In 1894 South Australian women gained the vote. New Zealand women had led the way, gaining voting 
rights in 1893. Women won the vote in Western Australia in 1899, federal government elections and New 
South Wales in 1902, Tasmania in 1903, Queensland in 1905 and Victoria in 1908.

SOURCE 1 The front cover of The Woman’s Sphere, 8 April 1903
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6.11.2 Women in Parliament
Only South Australia and the Commonwealth had given women the right to stand for election to Parliament 
as well as to vote. The right of women to stand for election to Parliament was won in New South Wales 
in 1918, Western Australia in 1920, Tasmania in 1921 and Victoria in 1923. In 1921, with her election to 
the lower house of Western Australia, Edith Cowan became Australia’s first female member of Parliament.

Vida Goldstein fights on
Vida Goldstein ran two magazines for 
women’s rights: The Woman’s Sphere 
(1900–05) and The Woman Voter 
(1909–19). She stood for election to the 
Senate on five occasions without suc-
cess. However, she received many votes 
from men and women, and her election 
campaigns increased awareness of the 
unfair way women were treated. In 
1903, she was guest speaker at a wom-
en’s meeting in the United States and, 
from 1911 to 1913, she helped the 
British women’s suffrage movement. In 
Britain the vote was not extended to all 
adult women until 1928.

DID YOU KNOW?
Vida Goldstein supported trade unions and socialism. During the First World War (1914–18) she campaigned 
for peace even though this lost her many supporters. In 1919 she represented Australia at the Geneva Women’s 
Peace Conference. She died in 1949. An electorate in Melbourne is now named after her.

SOURCE 2 A portrait of Vida 
Goldstein, painted in 1944 by Phyl 
Waterhouse

SOURCE 3 Here, you man! Where’s that vote you promised me? 
This cartoon was published in The Worker, a Queensland trade 
union newspaper, on 17 November 1900.
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6.12 Federation
6.12.1 Why federate?
By 1880, the six British colonies were getting closer to merging as one nation. For the next 20 years, the 
issue of Federation dominated political discussion between the colonies until, on 1 January 1901, the 
Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed.

Between 1855 and 1860 all colonies except Western Australia had their own governments. However, 
they governed independently of each other. For instance, laws concerning trade and tariffs, postal services, 
railway line widths, internal telegraph systems and defence forces differed from colony to colony.

These differences caused many frustrations, especially for those conducting business. Mindful of this, 
politicians began debating the pros and cons of having a government for the whole country that had some 
common functions and laws, while allowing certain powers to remain with the colonies.

National defence
By the 1880s, three security issues worried the colonial governments in Australia.
1. The French had been interested in the country from the 1770s, and had a colonial presence in New 

Caledonia. This was close enough to the Australian east coast for French warships to create problems 
if relations between Britain and France ever worsened.

2. Germany had established colonial outposts in Northern New Guinea and Samoa, posing a potential 
threat to colonial sea routes.

3. Russia’s Pacific Fleet was especially a potential threat after the Crimean War. Fortifications had been 
built to protect many Australian ports and harbours.

Immigration concerns
There was growing suspicion about the large number of non-Europeans coming into the country. The expe-
rience of the gold rushes had made many wary of the Chinese. When South Sea Islanders were brought 
into Queensland (as virtual slave labour), many colonists feared this meant they would lose jobs or have 
reduced wages. (These forced immigrants worked for much less than colonist workers.) This unrest allowed 
politicians to argue for a national policy enforcing Australia as a white British outpost.

Common railway gauges
The width of railway lines differed between colonies. This meant people had to change trains and goods 
had to be transferred from one train to another at the borders. Also, it was argued that a common railway 
gauge would be vital in any military crisis.

6.11 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Create a timeline of developments in the struggle for women’s political rights between 1888 and 1921.
2. How were women disadvantaged in political rights, in families and in the workforce?
3. How did Louisa Lawson and Vida Goldstein contribute to the struggle for equal rights?

Apply your understanding
4. What does Source 1 say about discrimination against women?
5. Look at Sources 1 and 2. Imagine you are Vida Goldstein and you have just read a newspaper article 

ridiculing your work. Write a letter to the editor arguing for your views.
6. Use the five questions provided in the SkillBuilder spread to analyse the cartoon in Source 3.
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Reliable communications
As the population grew, the demand for reliable, coordinated postal and telegraph services strengthened. 
Only a national government could guarantee this.

6.12.2 Countdown to Federation

SOURCE 1 This 1891 newspaper cartoon (with colour added) summed up the way many people saw the 
colonies at the time. The ‘stone walls’ were more than just custom duties, though. There were many other 
factors separating the colonies.

Federal council meets
1886

• The Federal Council of Australasia was set up, and a meeting attended by delegates from all 
six colonies, and from New Zealand and Fiji.

• The main purpose of the meeting was to agree to ask Britain to guarantee it would defend the 
colonies if they were ever threatened.

Henry parkes talks to tenterfield locals
1889

• Sir Henry Parkes (1815–1896), an outspoken and controversial 
politician, was a prominent supporter of Federation.

• He was premier of New South Wales five times.

• In August 1889, en route to Sydney from Brisbane by train, he stopped 
in Tenterfield. He spoke to a hall full of locals at a function, challenging 
them (and all colonists) to think ‘national’.
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• “… I do see very clearly that there may come a time and 
that time not very remote, when the Australian colonies 
may be brought more into the position of one great and 
united people. We should have an outline of Empire, such 
as we could never hope for as isolated colonies, and our 
place would be admitted in the rank of nations.”

A national constitution drafted
1891

• By the 1890s, it was increasingly apparent to politicians  
and businessmen that colonists shared a common  
language and values. A national identity was emerging.

• An Australasian Convention was held, attended by  
leading politicians from the six colonies and from  
New Zealand. The purpose was to draft a national  
constitution.

• The draft for a constitution proposed a federal government and state governments, free trade between the 
colonies and a national defence force. However, due to the 1890s depression and strikes, the federation 
issue was put aside.

The corowa conference
1893

• Economic issues were the focus at this conference of politicians and businessmen.

• The issue discussed most fiercely was the import/export tariffs each colony imposed. People and goods 
on trains were searched at borders, as a change of train was required, to ensure no smuggling was taking 
place and that appropriate customs duties were paid.

• Delegate Quick from Victoria proposed that colonial governments ask their voters to elect representatives 
for a Federal Constitutional Convention.

Federal constitutional convention
1897–98

• From this convention (attended by representatives from colonies chosen by the people), a draft 
constitution was taken back to the five colonial governments. The draft plan saw a two-house federal 
parliament with an upper house of review that would represent states equally and protect rights.

• Delegates re-assembled in Sydney in September (and again in January 1898 in Melbourne) to consider 
amendments from the colonial parliaments. Free trade between states, and the national management of 
immigration and defence were key issues.

• On 16 March 1898, the convention agreed on a draft constitution to be put to the voters of all colonies. 
(Western Australian and Queensland parliaments were still to agree at this point.)

The referendum
April 1899 to July 1900

• Votes were cast. After some revotes and a delayed vote in Western Australia, the referendum was 
completed by July 1900. The majority of voters gave their support for a national government, the 
Commonwealth of Australia, to be set up in line with the terms laid out in the draft constitution.

• State (formerly colonial) constitutions were recognised in the proposed federal constitution; however, 
federal laws would overrule any state law where there was a common issue.
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The referendum result

6.12.3 Since 1901
Australia ceased being a British Dominion in 1941, and the last legal ties were severed with Britain in 
1986. But Australia still has the British monarch’s representative, the Governor-General, giving royal assent 
(approval) to all federal laws.

The Australian Constitution can be changed only by a referendum and then only if the majority of voters 
and the majority of states vote for the proposed change to the Constitution.

The biggest challenge for Australians in the future is whether our country will become a republic, with a 
new constitution, flag and bill of rights.

• A majority of votes were cast for Federation but only 61% of those who had the right to vote took part. 
So, in fact, less than half the colony’s voters actually voted for Federation. This demonstrates that many 
Australians were confused or uncertain about its meaning.

Australia becomes a nation
1900
• A group of delegates (one notable politician from each colony) travelled to London to have the draft 

constitution passed by the British Parliament. The British State Secretary responsible for colonies 
wanted to make amendments but the delegates stood firm.

• The Australian Constitution was passed by the British Parliament, with the British monarch, Queen 
Victoria, giving it royal assent in September 1900. It set out the rules and principles for governing 
Australia and outlined the powers of the federal parliament and some powers of state parliaments.

Federation
1901
• The Governor-General representing Queen Victoria swore in Sir Edmund Barton and eight chosen 

ministers on 1 January 1901. (They would act as a caretaker government until the first national elections 
could be held in March 1901.)

• After this swearing in, the Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed by Sir Edmund Barton in 
Centennial Park, Sydney.

• All over Australia on 1 January 1901 there were celebrations. Public buildings were decorated and 
special arches built over city thoroughfares. There were parties, dances and sports meetings. In the 
evening, the action continued with fireworks displays.

• The Commonwealth of Australia now existed. However, it was still a British Dominion. Australia’s 
allegiance to the British monarch was indicated by the role of the Governor-General, who represented 
the monarch.

Referendum vote on the Commonwealth bill, 1899–1900

  Commonwealth referendum

Name of colony Date Yes No Total
New South Wales 20.6.1899 107 420   82 741 190 161
Victoria 27.7.1899 152 653     9 805 162 458

Tasmania —   13 437        791   14 228

South Australia
Northern Territory

29.4.1899
  6.5.1899 }   65 990   17 053   83 043

Queensland 2.10.1899   38 488   30 996   69 484

Western Australia 31.7.1900   44 800   19 691   64 491

Total   422 788 161 077 583 865
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SOURCE 2 The badge of the 
Australian Federation League 
of New South Wales between 
1898 and 1901

SOURCE 3 The opening of the first 
Commonwealth Parliament at the Exhibition 
Building, Melbourne, 9 May 1901

SOURCE 4 Queen Victoria’s royal assent for the 
creation of the Commonwealth of Australia in 
September 1900

State responsibilities include:
• Health (hospitals) • Police services 
• Tourism • Housing • State roads 
• Education (primary and secondary 
schools) • Aboriginal welfare 
• Environment protection

STATE  AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENTS

• Governor

• Legislative Assembly 
(House of Assembly in SA 
and Tas.)

• Legislative Council

 (neither Qld nor the ACT

 have an upper house)

• Governor

• Executive Council

• Premier

• Chief Minister

• Cabinet

• Ministers

• Supreme Courts

• County or District Courts

• Magistrates’ Courts

• Special courts

• Tribunals

KEY

        Parliament

      Executive

 Judiciary

Federal responsibilities include:
• Employment • Trade • Defence • Airports 
• Immigration • Pensions • Taxation • Shipping 
• Aboriginal welfare • Foreign affairs 
• Health (Medicare) • Education (universities,  
colleges, grants to schools)

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

• Governor-General

• House of 
Representatives

• Senate

• Governor-General

• Executive Council

• Prime Minister

• Cabinet

• Ministers

• High Court

• Federal Courts

• Family Court of 
Australia

SOURCE 5 Federal government and state governments in Australia 
today, as described under the Constitution
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6.12 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Why was the idea of national unity becoming more popular among colonists from about the 1880s on? List 

four primary concerns.
2. Imagine you are a businessperson in 1893 who is becoming angry and frustrated by differences between 

the colonies. Write a letter home to your family explaining the problems of a particularly stressful week.
3. Use the information in this spread to construct a timeline of the key events leading up to Australia’s 

Federation.
4. Use information in this spread to make a ‘for and against’ Federation poster. It must list reasons for each 

case, and be visually attractive. You may need to carry out extra research. Set yourself a realistic plan to 
produce it, and monitor your progress.

Apply your understanding
5. Study Source 1 carefully. Explain the posture or actions of the characters in each state. What do these 

suggest about state attitudes in 1891 to Federation?
6. Look closely at Source 2:

(a) What was the message of this badge?
(b) Do you think Federation would really have made all people in Australia feel they were one people with 

one destiny?
(c) Which groups would have had good reasons not to think so?

7. Why are Sources 3 and 4 important sources of evidence about Federation?
8. Why was Western Australia singled out for special consideration in Source 4?
9. Look carefully at Source 5, and answer these questions.

(a) List three responsibilities of:
 (i) the federal government
 (ii) state governments today.

(b) Find an area of responsibility shared across the federal government and state governments, and explain 
how the responsibilities are divided. Why do you think this is so?

(c) Why do you think the federal government is responsible for defence and immigration?
10. Examine the statistics presented in the referendum voting table on, Referendum vote on the Commonwealth 

bill, 1899–1900, above.
(a) Which colony had the highest percentage of:

(i) yes votes
(ii) no votes?

(b) Can you suggest reasons?
(c) Explain why these statistics meant that the referendum proposal was approved.

6.13 The early Commonwealth
6.13.1 Working-class living conditions
By 1914 many people regarded the newly formed Australian nation as a ‘workers’ paradise’. They believed 
Australians were fairly equal and Australia was different from older societies. This view was based on 

 Complete this digital doc: Worksheet 6.7: Federation: Why? How?

 Explore more with this weblink: The Australian Constitution
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reforms that took place between 1904 and 1912 and on Australian workers’ living standards. But was 
Australia really so egalitarian?

In 1901 Australia’s population of less than 4 million was mostly concentrated in New South Wales and 
Victoria. Thirty-six per cent of the New South Wales population lived in Sydney and forty-one per cent of 
Victoria’s population lived in Melbourne. In working-class inner-city suburbs many people lived in rows 
of cramped slums near factories. Semi-skilled and unskilled workers rarely earned enough to buy houses, 
so most paid rent all their lives for cramped dwellings that were overcrowded and unhealthy. In contrast, 
wealthier suburbs had large houses with spacious grounds. There was an equally wide disparity in living 
standards in the bush.

SOURCE 1 From Irene Moores, ‘Rabbit-O, Bottle-O, Pennies from Heaven: Hugo Street, 1909’, Sydney Morning 
Herald, 23 January 1982

Forty cramped terraces ranged on each side … their balconies overhanging the absurdly narrow footpaths … 
Each day began with the sloshing of the houses’ sills with buckets of water. This cleansed away the sooty 
factory outfall … A good meal could be made with the addition of waste vegetables — outsize cabbage leaves 
and such, salvaged from the markets and brought home in billy-carts …

The shopkeepers adjusted to the sale of commodities in the smallest amounts. Deftly-folded paper cones held 
the [small] weightings of sugar, salt, flour, rice, sago and the quarter-pound package of tea, butter, cheese and 
cold meats comprising one meal at a time …

At the end of the day a sickly street lamp lit the stage for each night’s unpredictable drama. Invariably, arranged 
fights took place in the lanes.

SOURCE 2 Slum housing in Gloucester Street, 
Sydney, in 1900

SOURCE 3 Protesting workers in Albert Square, 
Brisbane, during the 1912 general strike. The strike 
lasted 18 days. It began when the Tramways Company 
refused to permit workers to wear their union badges.
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Despite such inequalities, skilled workers enjoyed better pay and conditions than workers in Britain, 
Europe or America. Many less skilled employees worked long hours for low pay but Australia led the world 
in working conditions, industrial relations and social welfare.

6.13.2 A growing economy
Reforms were possible because this was a time of economic growth. Australia was a big exporter of 
primary products such as wheat, wool and frozen meat. Manufacturing was a small part of the economy 
except in Victoria and New South Wales, where the factory workforce grew from 132 000 to 239 000 
between 1901 and 1913. This contributed to the growth of cities. But Australian manufacturing could not 
compete with cheaper imported goods and depended on government tariffs for protection against foreign 
competition.

Industrial and welfare reforms
After Federation, the Australian Labor Party (ALP) used its influence in Federal Parliament to bring about 
industrial and welfare reforms. Such reforms included:
 • the creation of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in 1904 to solve disputes 

between workers and employers
 • the establishment in 1907 of the principle of a basic wage or minimum wage, to which any worker 

should be entitled (see ‘Did you know?’ below). Australian wages were based on this principle for the 
next 60 years.

 • the introduction of Commonwealth old age and invalid pensions in 1908
 • the payment of compensation for federal government employees injured at work (from 1912)
 • the Maternity Allowances Act 1912, or ‘Baby Bonus’, which provided a payment roughly equal to two 

weeks’ pay to a mother on the birth of her child to make sure she could afford proper medical attention.

However, workers still suffered disadvantages and there were many industrial disputes. Rising prices 
resulted in several big strikes. In some cases the unions won their demands, but the experiences of these 
years left many workers disillusioned.

Political parties and reforms
The ALP was the main influence behind these reforms. The two non-Labor parties were the Protectionists 
and the Free Traders (who changed their name to Anti-Socialists in 1906). The Protectionists provided 
Australia’s first two prime ministers, Edmund Barton and Andrew Deakin. These parties differed over the 
issue of free trade versus protection. Until 1908 the Protectionists supported the ALP to achieve social 
reforms and Labor supported the Protectionists when they wanted to increase tariffs on imported goods. 
Both Labor and the Protectionists linked protection of Australian manufacturing employers to protection 
of Australian workers.

This cooperation ended in 1909 when the Anti-Socialists combined with the Protectionists to form the 
Liberal Party. The new party opposed further social reform. Reforms carried out between 1910 and 1913 
were the work of a federal Labor government.

DID YOU KNOW?
The idea of the basic wage came about when Justice Higgins of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation 
and Arbitration had to determine whether H. V. McKay’s Sunshine Harvester Company was paying a fair wage 
and was therefore entitled to be protected by tariffs. Higgins decided that a fair minimum wage would provide 
for ‘the normal needs of the average employee regarded as a human being living in a civilised community’. 
Higgins determined that this meant a wage of 7 shillings a day for an unskilled worker. A skilled worker had to 
be paid more.
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6.13.3 Lifestyles and leisure
There were enormous differences between the early 1900s 
and the way we live today. Most working-class people had 
little time or money for recreation, and there were few 
labour-saving devices for housework. The main recreation 
of many men was drinking in hotels. More respectable 
forms of entertainment included family picnics, short train 
and ferry trips, dancing, sing-songs around the piano and 
sporting events, especially cricket and football.

Some technological changes were starting to affect Aus-
tralians’ lives. People with enough money could send tele-
grams, have gas lights in their homes, travel by steamship 
and even ride in motor cars. Air travel was only just begin-
ning, with experiments in 1903. The film industry was also in its infancy 
but the world’s first feature film, The Story of the Kelly Gang, was made 
in Australia in 1906 (see Source 6).

6.13.4 Federal laws and white Australia
One of the first laws passed by the federal government was the Immigra-
tion Restriction Act of 1901. It was designed to prevent non-European 
migrants from coming to Australia. Under this law, anyone the govern-
ment wanted to keep out could be given a dictation test in any language. 
No matter how many languages an intending migrant knew, officials 
could always give the test in another language the person did not know.

The Pacific Islanders Labourers Act was also passed in 1901. It 
allowed the Commonwealth Government to deport Pacific Islanders. 
Only those who had lived in Australia since 1879 and those born in Aus-
tralia were allowed to stay. About 48 000 Islanders had been brought to 
Australia to work on sugar plantations in the late nineteenth century. At 
the end of 1909 only 1654 remained.

Fear of Asia
Most Australians feared Asia’s vast population and closeness to Aus-
tralia. Australia’s small numbers and isolation from its British ‘mother-
land’ fuelled these fears. World events such as the Russo-Japanese War 
of 1904–05 added to these fears. During this conflict Japan defeated 
Russia. To many white Australians this defeat of a white nation by 
Asians was unthinkable, even though Japan was Britain’s ally. Some 
wondered whether Britain could be trusted, but they also felt they 
needed Britain’s protection.

SOURCE 4 From Albert Metin, a Frenchman who visited Australia at the turn of the century

The Australian workman has become a Gentleman … He changes out of his working clothes at the end of the 
day, he lodges well, he behaves like a member of decent society. If he has to go to a meeting he will be freshly 
shaved, neatly dressed and conscious of his appearance … Many keen Labour men say grace at every meal … 
Everyone can read and libraries are plentiful … Cricket, football, sports of all kinds have their exponents … I was 
in Melbourne and Sydney at the time of one test [cricket] series and the crowds waiting for the results were nearly 
as large as those waiting for the result of a federation referendum which was being decided at the same moment.

SOURCE 6 A 1910 poster for 
the world’s first feature film, The 
Story of the Kelly Gang

SOURCE 5 Surf bathing at Manly beach, 
Sydney, c. 1905
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6.13 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check your understanding
1. Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks.

(a) Around the early twentieth century many Australian workers lived in _____________, near _________.
(b) Most workers paid rent all of their lives because they were too _____ to _____.
(c) Upper-class suburbs usually had ______ houses with __________________.

2. How was protection meant to help Australian manufacturing?
3. Explain how party politics changed in 1909.
4. How was the dictation test used to discriminate against non-European migrants?
5. Why were Australians so fearful of Asia?
6. Make a timeline of social reforms of this period.

Apply your understanding
7. Read Source 1.

(a) Explain why people began the day by ‘sloshing’ their window sills.
(b) What do you think ‘billy-carts’ were and how were they made?
(c) Why do you think people bought food in very small amounts?
(d) What was done for entertainment at night?

8. How does Source 2 provide supporting evidence for Source 1?
9. What does Source 3 suggest about the influence of trade unionism in this period?

10. Using Sources 4, 5 and 6 as your evidence, write a report on leisure and recreation in the first decade of the 
twentieth century.

11. Design a poster that people could have made to protest about their living conditions.
12. Using the guidelines in subtopic 4.11, the SkillBuilder on planning a history essay, prepare a plan for a 

seven-paragraph essay answering the following question: Although the early Australian Commonwealth 
led the world in industrial and welfare reforms, it was far from deserving to be called a ‘workers’ paradise’. 
Discuss this statement, indicating whether you agree or disagree. In your plan, remember that your first 
paragraph will state your viewpoint and outline points that will support your argument.

6.14 Research project: Eureka - an interview
6.14.1 Scenario and task
Time Travellers is a well-known radio series that features fictional but historically credible interviews 
between real historical figures and a time-travelling journalist named Gus. The Royal Australian Historical 
Society wants you, a respected historian, to construct this kind of historically accurate interview for part of 
a program about the Eureka Stockade.

Write and record an imaginary radio interview, lasting 3 to 4 minutes, with one of the key figures 
involved in the Eureka Stockade. Your primary responsibility is to ensure the interview is historically accu-
rate in terms of facts, dates and attitudes.
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Your potential interview subjects are:
 • Peter Lalor
 • George Black (another of the Eureka Stockade ringleaders)
 • Peter Martin (who accompanied James Scobie on the night of Scobie’s death)
 • Lieutenant-Governor Sir Charles Hotham
 • James Bentley (owner of the Eureka Hotel).

You could also interview an invented character who was present at the Eureka Stockade during the rebel-
lion. For example, you might be interviewing an officer in charge of arresting the ringleaders. Check with 
your teacher to see if your invented character is acceptable.

Process
 • Go online to your learnON title to watch the intro-

ductory video lesson. You should complete this 
project in pairs.

 • Research key information about the role of each 
of the below individuals in the Eureka Stockade.
 – George Black
 – James Bentley
 – Lt Governor Sir Charles Hotham
 – Peter Lalor
 – Peter Martin

 • When your research is complete, select a character on which to centre your group’s interview. You may 
need to do further research on this character.

 • Navigate to the Resources tab and download the ‘Character chart’ template. Completing this document 
will help you explore your character and plan their responses.

 • When you have fleshed out your character, download and read the ‘Interview planner’, which will help 
you prepare your interview and frame effective journalistic questions. It also includes sections on ‘what 
makes something newsworthy?’ and ‘writing dialogue that sounds real’. Remember your audience and 
purpose — to create a simulated radio interview so that the listener feels like the events are current and 
newsworthy. You are a journalist named Gus and your interview is being conducted in 1854 or very 
early in 1855.

 • Write the first full draft of your interview (it should be about 3 or 4 minutes long or between 2 and 3 
double-spaced typed pages). Your teacher may allow you some time to peer-edit someone else’s inter-
view. It is a good idea to peer-edit an interview with a different character from yours. Re-draft your 
interview, based on any constructive feedback you receive.

 • Rehearse and record your interview.
 • Print your research report and hand it in to your teacher with a copy of your audio file and interview 

transcript.

6.15 Review
6.15.1 Review
In this chapter we have investigated changes that took place in Australia between the 1850s and the early 
years of the twentieth century. We have studied rebellion against social conditions and authority, from the 
Eureka Stockade to the strikes of the 1890s. We have looked at living and working conditions. We have 
also studied the development of a sense of national identity, Australian attitudes to other races and the out-
side world, Federation, and the social and political character of the new Australian nation.
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KEY TERMS
Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU)  the peak union organisation in Australia
affiliated unions  unions linked with other unions through a wider umbrella organisation
biased  prejudiced, leaning to a one-sided view
bookkeeping  keeping records of financial accounts
British Dominion  a self-governing territory belonging to the British Empire
central business district (CBD)  the business centre of a city
Crimean War  war fought between Britain and its allies and Russia, 1853–56
deport  to forcibly remove someone from a country
dummies  people, secretly acting for squatters, who selected land and later sold it to the squatters
egalitarian  believing in equality
Federation  movement of colonies to form a nation
grazing  pasture to feed cows and sheep
impounded  to confiscate
larrikins  term used in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries for unruly youths
‘Little Lon’  name (after Little Lonsdale Street) given to the north-eastern part of the CBD known for its slums
minority government  a government that has fewer than half the seats in a lower house of parliament
nightsoil  human waste
parliamentary representation  the representation of people’s views and interests in Parliament through 
elected delegates
peacocking  buying up land around creeks and rivers to make the rest of the area useless to selectors
precinct  a district of a city
republicanism  the belief that a country should be a republic (where the country has an elected or appointed 
head of state), not a monarchy (where the head of state is a king or queen)
shillings  a unit of Australian currency until decimal currency was introduced. There were 12 pence to a 
shilling and 20 shillings to a pound.
socialism  a political system in which governments control the economy to ensure greater equality
stockade  a fortified enclosure
suffrage  the right to vote in elections
sweated labour  workers exploited by being employed for long hours and low pay
tariffs  a duty charged on imports
Telegraph  device for sending messages over long distances

6.15 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Multiple choice quiz 

Short answer quiz
1. How was Ned Kelly captured?
2. In what year did Melbourne’s population reach half a million?
3. What is a trade union?
4. Which trade union was the first to win an eight-hour working day?
5. Why did trade unionists support colonial Labour parties from the 1890s?
6. Name two Australian writers who contributed to a sense of national identity.
7. Which newspaper wanted Australia to become a republic in the 1880s?
8. Who was Vida Goldstein?
9. Which Australian colony led the way in women’s voting rights?

10. What was Federation?
11. How did Federation change Australia?
12. What was the basic wage?
13. Why was introduction of the basic wage a significant reform?
14. Name two other reforms that contributed to the idea of Australia as a ‘workers’ paradise’?
15. Name Australia’s two main political parties from 1909.
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Apply your understanding
16. What is the main message of Source 1?
17. Why does this source feature pictures of Queen 

Victoria and four English aristocrats?
18. What conclusions can we draw from this source about 

the way most Australians saw Australia’s relationship 
with Britain and its empire?

19. What is happening in Source 2?
20. What reasons would the people in Source 2 have for 

celebrating Australian Federation?
21. How would they have felt about the Immigration 

Restriction Act of 1901?
22. In 1901 most Australians would not have regarded the 

people in Source 2 as Australian. Why did they have 
such attitudes?

23. Form small groups to visit the website of the 
Australian War Memorial. Each group should research 
one of the following conflicts:
(a) the Sudan conflict (North Africa, 1885)
(b) the Boer War (South Africa, 1899–1902)
(c) the Boxer Rebellion (China, 1900).

  Report to the class on:
• why Britain was involved in that conflict
• how and why Australians took part in it
• criticisms that were made of Australia’s involvement.

  Accompany your report with a data show presentation 
illustrating the nature of the conflict and Australia’s role.

SOURCE 2 Chinese celebrating Australian 
Federation in Melbourne in 1901

SOURCE 1 This handkerchief was made 
as a souvenir of Australian Federation. 
Lord Hopetoun came from Britain to be 
Australia’s first Governor-General. The Duke 
and Duchess of York came from Britain to 
represent Queen Victoria at the opening of 
the first Commonwealth Parliament in 1901.

 Try out this interactivity:  From colonies to nationhood timeline 

 Complete these digital docs:  Worksheet 6.8: Word search 
Worksheet 6.9: Summing up 
Worksheet 6.10: Reflection

RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY

Back to the big questions
At the beginning of this topic, several big questions were posed. Use the knowledge you have gained to answer 
these questions.
1. What was it like to live and work in Australia between the 1870s and 1913?
2. How and why did people rebel against the social conditions?
3. What ideas and conditions led to the creation of the Australian nation?
4. What were the main characteristics of the Australian nation before the outbreak of World War I in 1914?
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