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DEPTH STUDY 4: THE WESTERN AND ISLAMIC WORLD 

TOPIC 4a
The Vikings

4a.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered in 
this topic.

LEARNING SEQUENCE
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4a.10 Viking influence today 246
4a.11 Research project: The Bayeux Tapestry 250
4a.12 Review 252

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The way of life in Viking society (social, cultural, economic and political features) and the roles and 
 relationships of different groups in society 4a.2, 4a.3, 4a.4

• Significant developments and/or cultural achievements that led to Viking expansion, including weapons 
and shipbuilding, and the extent of their trade 4a.3, 4a.5, 4a.6, 4a.7, 4a.8

• Viking conquests and relationships with subject peoples, including the perspectives of monks, changes in 
the way of life of the English, and the Norman invasion 4a.6, 4a.7, 4a.9

• The role of a significant individual in the expansion of Viking settlement and influence, such as Erik the Red 
or Leif Ericson 4a.8, 4a.10

4a.1.1 Introduction
The Vikings came from Scandinavia — the area of northern Europe that today takes in the countries of 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. They played a prominent role in world history during the 300-year period 
historians call the Viking Age (c.790–1066 CE).

While most Vikings lived as farmers, people associate them mainly with violent campaigns of plunder 
against the villages and towns of Europe from c.790 onwards. They stole valuable property, murdered 
 villagers, priests and townspeople and took prisoners, as slave labour.

By the early ninth century these attacks had become wars to gain territory for new Viking settlements. 
Viking settlements developed in England, Ireland, northern France, Iceland, Greenland, Newfoundland 
(North America) and in eastern Europe. Vikings even travelled as far as Constantinople (modern Istanbul).
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4a.2 The Viking world
4a.2.1 Chronology
At the end of the last Ice Age, the Vikings’ ancestors were hunter–foragers in Scandinavia, the area of 
northern Europe that today takes in the countries of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. By c.4000 BCE, they 
had begun to live in permanent settlements and raise crops and animals to secure their food needs.

The Vikings were the Norse people — the people from the north. Their language was Old Norse and the 
modern Norwegian, Swedish and Danish languages all derive from it. They were farmers, fishers, herders, 
explorers, warriors, traders and pirates. Firstly through their raids, and later through their trade and settle-
ments, the Vikings played a prominent role in history during the period c.790–1066 CE.

4a.2.2 Geography
Scandinavia’s geography affected where the Vikings could settle and what types of work they could do. 
The geography includes:

SOURCE 1 A photo showing a modern re-enactment of a Viking battle

Starter questions
1. What impression of the Vikings do you gain from SOURCE 1?
2. What have you heard or read or seen about the Vikings?
3. Based on what you have seen or heard about the Vikings, how would you describe them?
4. Devise 6 ‘W’ questions you could use as a guide to learning more about the Vikings.

 Watch this eLesson: The Vikings (c. 790–1066) (eles-1823)

ONLINE ONLY
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SOURCE 1 A timeline showing key events of the Viking Age

1016
The Danes under Knut (Canute) rule England

1015
Vikings abandon the Vinland settlement
on the coast of North America

1002
Brian Boru defeats the Norse and
becomes the king of Ireland

991
Æthelred II pays the first Danegeld ransom
to stop Danish attacks on England
986
Viking ships land in Newfoundland
(Canada)

911
The Franks give Viking leader Rollo the
land that becomes Normandy

900
The Vikings raid the Mediterranean
coastline

879
Kiev established as the centre of Rus
Vikings’ lands

862
Rus Vikings establish Novgorod in Russia
860
Vikings attack Constantinople (Istanbul)

844
Vikings make an unsuccessful attack on
Seville in Spain

799
Vikings destroy St Philibert Monastery (France)

793
Norwegian Vikings attack the monastery
of St Cuthbert at Lindisfarne

1066
Harold Godwinson defeats Harald
Hardraada at the Battle of Stamford Bridge;
William of Normandy defeats Harold
Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings

1042
Harthacnut dies suddenly and

Anglo-Saxon leader, Edward the
Confessor, regains the throne of England

1035
Harthacnut succeeds his father

as king of England

1013
The Danes conquer England

1010
Viking explorer Thorfinn Karlsefni attempts

to found a settlement in North America

1000
Greenland and Iceland become

Christian; Leif Eriksson, son of Erik the Red,
explores the coast of North America

981
Erik the Red goes into exile in

Greenland

886
Alfred the Great divides England with

the Danes

866
Danish Vikings establish Jorvik (York)

in England

840
Viking settlers found the city of Dublin

in Ireland

850

875

900

925

950

975

1000

800

825

1025

1050

871
King Alfred the Great stops the Danes
gaining control of all of England

941
Rus Vikings attack Constantinople

(Istanbul)

874
Vikings settle in Iceland

845
The French king pays the Vikings to

stop their attacks on Paris

795
Norwegians attack monasteries in

   Scotland and Ireland
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 •    extensive areas of mountains and 
forests  

 •   lakes and  fjords  (long narrow inlets 
of sea between steep cliffs)  

 •   large groups of islands and expanses 
of coastline  

 •   moraines (rocks and other materials 
deposited by a glacier)  

 •   areas of fl at low-lying land (in 
 Denmark).   
Scandinavia’s geography affected 

where the Vikings could settle and what 
types of work they could do.

 Large expanses of coastline, and the 
fact that in Norway and Sweden moun-
tains and forests made it diffi cult for 
people to live inland, meant that the 
Vikings lived mainly by the sea. 

 Most of them were farmers and did 
not take part in the raids that infl icted terror on their victims. They shared an economy based on farming, 
fi shing, trade and the profi ts gained from attacks on other parts of Europe.     

SOURCE 2 A map showing the Viking homelands and Viking expansion c.790–1066
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SOURCE 3 Photo showing the type of landscape that was 
typical of Viking homelands
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4a.2.3 Viking society
Like most societies in medieval Europe, Viking society was hierarchical. This meant that its members 
belonged to different groups according to their status and that each level of society was less influential than 
the one above it.

There were three main groups in Viking society:
1. the nobility (boendr) — from whom most chiefs and kings were elected
2. freemen (karls) — farmers, trade and craftspeople, warriors (and their families)
3. at the lowest level, slaves (thralls) — people who had been abducted in raids or bought in other 

countries by the Vikings, or who had sold themselves into slavery to pay off debts.
The Vikings continued the pre-Viking custom of giving a special title, drótt, to a man whom they 

respected as an effective leader and whom they elected to power. He was a warlord, with his own warriors, 
his own boat and crew and the chief of his community. His warriors took oaths of loyalty to him personally 
and he could not pass this title on to his sons. By the ninth century, this was changing. Chiefs mainly came 
from the nobility, and some chiefs and kings began to create dynasties by passing on their power through 
their own families.

Honour and revenge
Viking society expected its members to live by a code of honour that provided unwritten guidelines for 
their roles in every aspect of daily life and also on special occasions. In particular, this code of honour 
meant:
 • supporting one’s friends
 • being loyal and supportive to a group to which they might belong and its leader (for example, a ship’s 

crew and its captain)
 • taking action against one’s enemies
 • not bringing disgrace on one’s community.

Old Norse had a special term, níðingr (pronounced nith-ing), to describe someone whom they judged to 
have lost honour and who had therefore become an outcast from Viking society.

Viking society expected people to keep their word. People often swore promises on oath to the god Thor. 
They usually did not forgive someone who broke an oath of loyalty to someone else unless someone had 
forced the person to take the oath.

A man who brought disgrace to his community had to do something to correct the imbalance this cre-
ated. This included taking revenge against someone else who might have disgraced him. He showed his 
honour and gained his community’s approval by waiting patiently for the right time to take revenge, rather 
than taking it immediately.

4a.2.4 Viking government
Kings and things
People did not think of themselves as belonging to a nation or having a particular nationality. They gave 
their loyalty to their chief and their community.

A local assembly called the thing or ting, met each autumn and spring to make the key decisions that the 
chiefs had to follow. Meetings of the thing took a few days and people usually held a festival at the same 
time. Some things had more power than others and could elect a king to lead a large area.

To guide them, at the beginning of each thing a ‘law-speaker’ used to recite by heart the laws of the 
community. No one wrote these down. People had a duty to attend meetings of the thing and to discuss 
local problems and issues, before deciding what should be done about them in accordance with the law.

To begin with, the chiefs ruled over a small area around them. As time passed, the chiefs, through wealth 
and their power as conquerors, became more influential than things. By the early eleventh century,  Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden each had its own king whose rule extended over large areas of land, which would later 
become these nations.
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 4a.2 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .    Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Who were the Vikings?  
2.   Write a 3–5 line description of the main physical features of the Vikings’ homelands.  
3.   Draw a triangle and record on it the groups who belonged at each level of Viking society.  
4.   What was the  thing  and what was its role in Viking society?  
5.   Why do you think the ‘law-speaker’ recited the laws before the  thing  commenced?  
6.   How could a Viking show himself to be a man of honour?   

 Develop source skills 
7.    Use SOURCE 2 to list the areas into which the Vikings expanded in each century from the eighth to the 

eleventh century.  
8.   Identify the features of the Viking landscape shown in SOURCE 3.  

 RETROFILE 
 In Denmark and Norway today, people use  ting  in their names for a parliament — for example,  folketing  in 
Denmark and  storting  in Norway. 

SOURCE 4 A twenty-fi rst-century artist’s image showing how a Viking thing might 
have looked
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  4a.3   Daily life
   4a.3.1 Housing 
 Viking farmers and their extended families lived in one-room  longhouses  — rectangular stone or timber 
buildings that had rounded corners and were about 15 to 25 metres long and fi ve metres wide. 

 In the early Viking period, longhouses included a barn-like area for storing animal food and housing 
animals in wintertime. Later there were separate buildings for this and also for use as bath houses for 
weekly bathing. People also began to create separate areas within their homes for particular activities such 
as cooking and spinning.   

 Viking homes usually all followed the same form of design and construction. Builders used mainly 
timber where it was readily available, as well as stone, earth and  turf . 

9.   Use SOURCE 1 to identify evidence: 
(a)    that supports the image of Vikings as raiders  
(b)   that shows a different side of the Vikings.    

10.   Use  SOURCE 4  to identify some of the activities that were part of a meeting of the  thing .   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 � Viking homelands and settlement

SOURCE 1 A modern artist’s drawing depicting typical scenes within a Viking community
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Two rows of timber poles supported the longhouse’s thatched roof and also divided the internal space 
lengthwise into three sections. In the centre, there was a fireplace for cooking and providing light and 
heating. People could use tall oil lamps for extra light, but usually Viking houses were quite dark and 
smoke-filled as people relied on the fireplace as their light source. Vikings left a hole in the roof above the 
fireplace, but this was not very successful in allowing smoke to escape. Fabric- or fur-covered benches 
along the walls provided seating and sleeping areas. Some of these homes had a special ‘high seat’ for the 
head of the household. Most homes had chests in which to store special possessions, and the houses of 
wealthy people might also have had chairs and beds.

Some longhouses had a water supply provided by directing water from a river into a channel that ran 
under the house. Inside the house, the channel was covered by a slab of rock which could be moved aside 
to allow access to the water.

The houses in towns were smaller and had similar features.

4a.3.2 Work
Self-sufficiency — providing for oneself without needing outside help — was very important in Viking 
society. People had to produce their own food and also the tools, equipment and transport to obtain it and 
move it to where it was needed. This made farming, and specialist skills in metalwork, woodwork and boat 
building, some of the most important forms of work in the Viking community. Spinning yarn and weaving 
it to create fabric for clothing were also important tasks.

Farming
Most Vikings were peasants who owned or rented the farmland they worked. Some lived along fjords in 
houses grouped to form small communities like the one illustrated in SOURCE 1. Others lived a more iso-
lated existence on farms scattered through valleys further inland. The people spent their time in an annual 
cycle of farming, fishing and trapping animals (e.g. reindeer) to obtain the food they needed to eat and 
therefore be self-sufficient. They also kept cattle, goats, pigs, poultry and sheep for food and also to obtain 
supplies of butter, cheese and milk.

Woodwork
There was a good supply of timber throughout Scandinavia. The Vikings used this to create such things as 
handles for tools and bowls, roof shingles, and furniture and wooden chests. The most important use of 
timber was in building houses and ships.

Metalwork
Metalsmiths — people who created metal objects —  carried 
out important work in Viking society. Those with basic 
skills took on work such as making and mending ploughs 
and farm tools, and making locks, keys and cooking pots. 
Those with more advanced skills would also forge steel-
edged knives, and the most  highly-skilled created dou-
ble-bladed swords. Viking warriors valued these for their 
strength, balance and flexibility and also for the intricate 
patterns that skilled smiths could carve into them.

Metalworkers also made bowls, drinking cups and intri-
cately carved jewellery, using materials ranging from 
pewter, lead and copper to gold and silver, depending on 
the wealth of the client. Males and females usually wore 
metal brooches to position their clothing to fall in a certain 
way or to hold an outer garment in place.

SOURCE 2 Photograph of Viking swords 
on display at Hedeby Viking Museum, 
Germany
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Boat building
Given the difficulties of travel by land, boat travel was important to the Vikings. They were skilled 
 boat-builders, sailors and navigators. The Vikings designed boats to suit the needs of different types of trips:
 • fishing boats
 • larger boats to ferry people across rivers, lakes and fjords
 • wide, strong cargo boats (knarrs), with deep hulls for products being traded between one area and 

another, and also for people travelling long distances to settle in new areas
 • longships, designed with the power and speed needed for raids (see section 4a.6).

4a.3.3 Family life
Male and female roles
In theory, Viking men did the work outside the house and Viking women did the work within the house. In 
reality, both contributed their skills as needed. People expected a Viking woman to take responsibility for 
the keys that locked the chests holding the family’s possessions. She took charge of the household — 
caring for children, cooking, and spinning and weaving cloth. Sometimes men also spun and wove cloth 
and women also did farm work, worked in shops and joined their husbands on voyages to gain land and 
establish new settlements.

Viking women enjoyed rights and freedoms not available to most women of their time. They could 
choose their own marriage partners — although usually with family influence — and divorce a husband 
who was unfaithful or mistreated them.

Children
Children had few opportunities to gain an education. 
Their role was to contribute, according to their age, 
sex and skills, to the work that had to be done for the 
family’s survival. They learned practical skills — 
how to light a fire, ride a horse, row a boat and use 
weaponry. Mothers taught their daughters skills in 
running a household and making cloth. Sons of 
craftsmen learned their father’s trade.

Presentation and hygiene
Cleanliness was highly prized within Viking families 
and communities. The Vikings made soap and it was 
usual for people to bathe once a week and to use a 
range of different utensils (including tweezers and 
razors) to make themselves look better. One of the 
most common artefacts that archaeologists find from 
Viking excavations is the comb. Some Vikings 
bleached their hair, as having blonde hair was fash-
ionable within Viking culture.

Story-telling
Story-telling was an important part of Viking culture. 
People valued the stories passed down in spoken 
form from one generation to another within the 
family. They also enjoyed the sagas (legends) of the 
great deeds of Viking heroes (real and imaginary) — 
battles won and lost, voyages of  discovery and 

SOURCE 3 Woman dressed in the clothing typically 
worn by Viking women
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 experiences of migration — that were passed on within the wider Viking community. In a world without 
televisions and computers, these were popular forms of communal entertainment.    

 4a.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .    Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    List the main features of a Viking longhouse.  
2.   What types of work were important in the Viking community?  
3.   Identify and explain what you would consider to be the benefi ts of Viking family life.   

 Develop source skills 
4.    Use  SOURCE 1  and your own knowledge to identify: 

(a)    fi ve features of Viking housing  
(b)   the following activities: weaving; buying and selling goods; cooking; drying fi sh; a blacksmith using tools 

to create something in metal.    
5.   Explain the importance of boats in Viking society.  
6.   Describe the features of the Viking swords shown in  SOURCE 2 .  
7.   Use  SOURCE 3  to identify the following features of a Viking woman’s clothing: leather shoe, necklace, 

 pinafore-style overdress, under-dress. What do you think would be her status? Give reasons for your answer.   

  4a.4   Norse gods   
4a.4.1 Gods and goddesses 
 The Vikings believed in a number of different gods and goddesses. In other words, they were  polytheistic . 
They believed the gods lived in Asgard, a place full of beautiful palaces, which they could get to only by 
crossing a rainbow bridge.   

 The gods looked, and in many ways behaved, like humans. At the same time, they were able to do things 
that humans could not do, and each god had special responsibilities in the human world. TABLE 1 shows 
what the Vikings believed to be their gods’ duties and characteristics.  

SOURCE 1 A modern artist’s drawing depicting Odin, Thor and Freyja — three of the most important gods

    

Odin Thor Freyja
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The Vikings worshipped their gods and strove to please them, sometimes by killing animals to offer as 
sacrifices to them.

4a.4.2 The afterworld
The Vikings believed that after death they 
would journey to and live on in another 
world. As with many of the ancient cul-
tures, the Vikings sent their friends and 
families into the next world with some of 
the things they had used in this world.

They buried wealthy and important 
people in magnificently carved ships, 
laden with clothing, weaponry, furniture, 
animals and even servants who were 
forced to join their employers in death. 
Then they either buried the ships under 
great mounds of earth or set the ship and 
its contents alight in a great funeral pyre 
(a pile of things that will burn easily).

Families who couldn’t afford this 
option might have arranged stones around the dead person’s burial plot to frame it with the shape of a ship. 
Poorer people just had a mound of earth to mark where in the ground they had been buried.

Valhalla and the Valkyries
According to legend, the Valkyries (pronounced Val-kear-rees) were women who used to ride to the battle-
fields to collect dead warriors and take them to Odin’s castle, Valhalla. These heroes used to relive their bat-
tles each morning and then, having recovered from their wounds, would spend the night feasting with Odin. 
This legend taught people that warriors preferred to die on the battlefield, rather than in their own beds.

God/goddess Responsibilities Characteristics

Odin (also 
known as 
Woden)

Chief god, god of 
wisdom, war, death 
and poetry

Odin lived in his castle, Valhalla, in Asgard. Odin’s horse, Slepner, had 
eight legs so it could go long distances without getting tired. His two 
ravens, Hugin and Munin, travelled the world each morning so that they 
could report back to him each afternoon with the latest news. He found it 
hard to make a decision.

Thor God of thunder, fertility 
and law; he looked 
after farmers and 
sailors

Thor was Odin’s son. He rode his goat-pulled chariot across the skies. 
His hammer made lightning when he used it to destroy giant snakes and 
other monsters that barred his way. His chariot wheels created the sound 
of thunder. Thor wasn’t clever, but he used his strength to correct 
injustices and to protect humans from the monsters of the underworld.

Frey God of fertility, 
childbirth and success

Frey used two boars, Gullinbursti and Slidrugtanni, to pull his chariot. He 
also rode Gullinbursti across the sky.

Loki God of fire, trouble and 
mischief

Loki was half-god and half-devil. He liked to play jokes on the other gods.

Freyja Goddess of love, war 
and death

Freyja was Frey’s twin sister. She rode in a chariot pulled by two cats.

Idun Goddess of spring and 
immortal youth

Idun grew and looked after the magic apples of immortality, which the 
gods had to eat regularly to stay young.

Hel Goddess of the dead 
and the afterlife

Hel was Loki’s daughter; she ruled over Niflheim, which was the land of 
the dead.

SOURCE 2 The Oseberg ship — a Viking grave. Archaeologists 
discovered this in a burial mound in 1904 and rebuilt much of 
its damaged interior piece by piece.

TABLE 1 Viking gods’ duties and characteristics
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4a.4.3 Conversion to Christianity
Viking traders had frequent contact with Christians and so did those who raided the treasures of monas-
teries in western Europe. Many traders wore a Christian cross to make it easier to travel through and do 
business in Christian countries.

As Vikings established settlements in Europe, they gradually began to practise the Christian religion. 
From the late tenth century onwards, Vikings within Scandinavia — influenced by European  missionaries — 
also began to convert to Christianity.

Some people, wanting to have an ‘each way bet’ began to bury their dead with Christian, as well as 
pagan, symbols. For the same reason, new converts to Christianity often wore both a Christian cross and a 
symbol of their old pagan religion. By the mid twelfth century, most of Scandinavia had become part of the 
Christian world.

4a.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. If someone was to ask you to explain the spiritual beliefs of the Vikings, what would your answer be?

Develop source skills
2. What characteristics of Odin, Thor and Freyja has the artist shown in SOURCE 1?
3. List the ways in which the Oseberg ship (SOURCE 2) could be of use to an historian.

4a.5 Travel and trade
4a.5.1 Travel
Scandinavia’s often rugged landscape and 
few roads meant that travel by land was slow 
and difficult. People walked from place to 
place, and used carts and horses to transport 
heavy loads. For winter travel, they tied 
animal bones to the bottom of their boots so 
they could move over frozen rivers. They 
developed single skis to help them travel 
across snow.

The Vikings travelled widely by both land 
and sea. Their journeys linked them to dif-
ferent areas within Scandinavia, to the rest 
of Europe, to North America, to Asia and to 
North Africa. Through travel, trade and 
exploration, the Vikings expanded their 
knowledge of other cultures, increased their 
trade networks and shared access to new 
ideas.

SOURCE 1 A twenty-first century artist’s drawing showing 
Vikings wearing skates and single skis
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4a.5.2 Trade
Viking merchants, especially those from Sweden, built up a successful international trade across areas that 
took in:
 • eastern and western Europe
 • the Mediterranean Sea
 • the Baltic Sea
 • Africa
 • central and western Asia.

Evidence for the extent of Viking trade comes from both written and archaeological sources. European 
merchants, missionaries and government representatives have left reports of their visits to Viking trading 
centres across Europe. People have found coins from North Africa in Swedish archaeological sites and 
Viking jewellery in digs to the east of Russia’s Ural Mountains. In 1989, archaeologists in Sweden found 
iron, bronze and lead measuring weights that were in keeping with the measuring system people used in the 
Islamic world from the late seventh century CE.

In 2009, scientists at London’s National Physical Laboratory (NPL) reported on their research into the 
nature and origins of the materials Vikings used in their swords. Their tests showed that the swords con-
tained a mixture of iron and high amounts of carbon, similar to what people were using in steel-making in 
India and Central Asia. Their investigations also showed that Viking sword-makers were combining their 
own sword-making techniques with those used in the ninth century Arab world. This was new evidence that 
Viking trade along Russia’s Volga River had linked them to the Caspian Sea and from there to the Middle 
East and Central Asia.

Trade routes
The Swedish Vikings developed a prosperous trade by travelling east across to the Baltic Sea. From there, 
they travelled via the North Sea to England and Ireland. In the other direction, through travels up and down 
Russia’s rivers, the Swedish Vikings traded in eastern Europe and southwards to the Black Sea. From there, 
they went on to Constantinople (Istanbul), the eastern Mediterranean and western Asia as far as Jorsalir 
(Jerusalem) and Sarkland (Baghdad).

Through Sarkland, they gained access to the Silk Road to China. The strong Viking presence along this 
trade route, linking the West to the East, made it a much safer way to travel than the more direct route via 
the Mediterranean and western Europe.

SOURCE 2 A map showing Viking trade routes and trading centres
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By contrast, the Danish and Norwegian Vikings mainly travelled west and south-west on journeys of 
plunder and later settled in England and France.

Markets and trade centres
Markets developed in towns all along Viking trade routes. By the late eighth century, Scandinavia had a 
number of local and regional markets as well as centres of international trade. Within Scandinavia, trade 
centred on markets in the towns of Birka (Sweden), Kaupang (Norway), Ribe (Denmark) and, most impor-
tantly, Hedeby (Germany).

In the eighth and ninth centuries, the Vikings 
established trading centres in Dublin (Ireland) 
and Jorvik (England). Outside Scandinavia, in 
862, the Rus Vikings from Sweden developed 
Holmgard (Novgorod, Russia) and, in 879, 
Konugard (Kiev, Ukraine) as important trade 
centres and Viking settlements.

The Vikings had a variety of goods to sell, 
including timber; iron; dried cod; whale, seal 
and walrus skins; whale bones; walrus ivory; 
metalwork; amber and furs. In return, they 
bought slaves, silver, spices, gold, pottery, 
glassware, cloth, wine, salt and goods that 
inspired their own craftspeople.

Silver was the main form of payment. People 
paid by weight according to the value of what 
they were buying and merchants had portable 
scales with them for this purpose. Inspired by 
the coinage people used in the Islamic world 
and in western Europe, the Vikings began to use coins more frequently in the late tenth century.

Although they were successful traders, the Vikings sometimes traded at a disadvantage. Some Christian 
traders refused to trade with those who were not Christian or they offered better prices to those who were.

The Vikings’ skills in shipbuilding, sailing and navigation made it possible for them to travel long dis-
tances in search of new lands for settlement. In some cases, traders’ stories of riches available elsewhere 
inspired some Vikings to begin raids on wealthy people and places. Over time, some of these led to inva-
sions and settlements of foreign lands (see section 4a.6).

4a.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Create a mind map to summarise the main features of Viking trade.
2. List two examples of evidence of the extent of Viking trade.

Develop source skills
3. Devise an advertisement to attract buyers to purchase the Viking skis shown in SOURCE 1.
4. Use SOURCE 2 to identify the city furthest from their homelands with which the Vikings traded.
5. How would SOURCE 3 be useful to a historian?

SOURCE 3 A photo showing a huge silver arm ring 
found in Fyn, Denmark. It was made in a mould and the 
beads in the centre were added separately.
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  4a.6   War, warriors and weaponry   
4a.6.1 Viking raids 
 From the late eighth century, the Vikings engaged in violent ‘hit and run’ campaigns of plunder against the 
villages and towns of Europe. Each spring and summer, they travelled in  longships  from their homelands 
towards easy targets from which they could gain wealth. 

 The fi rst of these attacks, destroying the famous abbey of Lindisfarne (England) in 793, marked the 
beginning of a new era in which people lived in fear of the terror that these sudden Viking raids unleashed. 

 In 794, the Vikings returned to attack Jarrow and Wearmouth, two of the other monasteries on England’s 
north-east coast. In 795, they began raiding Ireland. In the ninth century, they began attacking Frisia 
( Belgium and the Netherlands). Using Europe’s major rivers — the Loire, the Rhine, the Rhône and the 
Seine — they launched raids on France and Germany. 

 The Vikings attacked suddenly and fought ferociously. They mainly fought with iron axes with long 
wooden handles. They also used 
 •    iron spears  
 •   round, wooden shields with an iron grip in the centre and, if they could afford them,  
 •   double-edged iron swords, which, with the addition of carbon, had very sharp edges.   

 During their raids, they stole valuable property, murdered villagers, priests and townspeople, took pris-
oners to use as slave labour and demanded payment called  Danegeld  in return for  not  attacking towns and 
cities. They often chose monasteries and abbeys as their targets because these contained great treasure and 
had little or no protection from theft or attack. 

SOURCE 1 A modern artist’s drawing depicting a typical Viking attack and the weapons used

Because they were
expensive, usually only
raid leaders had chain
mail tunics. Thick
padded clothing was
worn underneath.

As a refuge, some monks
built tall, round towers of
stone. Rope ladders hung
down from openings at the
top. After climbing into the
tower, monks pulled the
ladders up. They stayed there
until a Viking attack was over.

The circular wooden shields
were about one metre in
diameter. They featured
brightly painted designs. A
metal boss covered the hole
in the centre to which was
attached an iron hand grip.

Sometimes, Vikings used the
svin�yking, or V-shaped boar
formation, when attacking. This
ensured that their victims became
quickly swamped by numbers.

Contrary to popular
belief, Viking helmets
did not have horns
on either side.

The iron-headed
battleaxe was so
sharp it could cut
through armour.

The double-edged sword usually had a
highly decorated hilt. They were something
of a status symbol to a Viking warrior.
Sometimes the swords were given
nicknames such as ‘leg biter’.

Spears comprised a slim iron
blade connected to a long
wooden shaft. Some Vikings
were so skilled that they could
catch spears in mid-� ight and
toss them back.
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4a.6.2 From plunder to settlement
As TABLE 1 below indicates, historians have identified three different stages in the styles of Viking raids — 
from the ‘hit and run’ raids of the early years to attacks in order to gain land on which to establish perma-
nent settlements:

SOURCE 2 An extract from Abbo’s Wars of Count Odo with the Northmen in the Reign of Charles the Fat, in 
which a monk named Abbo recorded his view of the Vikings’ attack on Paris in November 885

The Northmen came to Paris with 700 sailing ships … At one stretch the Seine was lined with the vessels for 
more than two leaguesa, so that one might ask in astonishment in what cavern the river had been swallowed up 
… Siegfried … who was in command of the expedition, came to … the illustrious bishop. He bowed his head 
and said: ‘Gauzelin … We beseech you to listen to us, in order that you may escape death. Allow us only the 
freedom of the city. We will do no harm and we will see to it that whatever belongs either to you or to Odob shall 
be strictly respected … if you do not listen to my demand, on the morrow our war machines will destroy you with 
poisoned arrows. You will be the prey of famine and of pestilence and these evils will renew themselves perpetu-
ally every year.’ …

… At sunrise the Danes … engaged with the Christians in violent combat. On every side arrows sped and 
blood flowed. With the arrows mingled the stones hurled by slings and war-machines; the air was filled with 
them. The towerc … groaned under the strokes of the darts, the city shook with the struggle, the people ran 
hither and thither, the bells jangled. The warriors rushed together to defend the tottering tower and to repel the 
fierce assault … On those who were secreting themselves so as to undermine the tower he [Odo] poured oil, 
wax, and pitch, which, being mixed and heated, burned the Danes and tore off their scalps. Some of them died; 
others threw themselves into the river to escape the awful substance …

Meanwhile Paris was suffering … also from a pestilence within which brought death to many noble men. 
Within the walls there was not ground in which to bury the dead.… Odo, the future king, was sent to Charles, 
emperor of the Franks, to implore help for the stricken city … Now came the Emperor Charles … He established 
his camp at the foot of the heights of Montmartre, near the tower. He allowed the Northmen to have the country 
of Sens to plunder; and in the spring he gave them 700 pounds of silver on condition that by the month of March 
they leave France for their own kingdom …

a a distance equivalent to about 9.6 kilometres.
b Count Odo was the defender of the city and later king of France.
c The Tower protected access to the Great Bridge, which joined the right bank of the river Seine to the main part of the city on 
the Île de la Cité.

Time period Raiding parties Areas attacked

1.  c.790–840 (usually 
in spring and 
summer when the 
seas were easier to 
cross)

Small-scale, with from 3 to 25 ships 
of up to 400–500 men; minimal 
organisation; ships didn’t take in 
much depth below the waterline, 
enabling the Vikings to arrive and 
depart quickly

English and French monasteries; inland areas close 
to the French, English and Scottish coastlines and 
accessible by rivers; the coastal towns of Frisia 
(Belgium and the Netherlands)

2. c.841–875 Larger scale, with fleets of 60–350 
ships suited to lightning raids; the 
formation of the ‘Great Army’, with 
thousands of warriors available for 
fighting on foot and on horseback

More areas of inland France and England, with some 
invaders staying on over winter ready to resume 
attacks in the spring; attacks also on Germany, 
North Africa, Spain and Italy

3. c.876–911 Continued use of large fleets of ships 
and of the ‘Great Army’; however, 
opponents now had better organised 
defence tactics and new boats 
suited to successful counter-attacks 
against the raiders

Raiders established permanent settlements in 
England (where an 878 truce gave them control of a 
large area under the Danelaw (Danish law)); Ireland 
(at Dublin, Limerick and Waterford), Iceland, Russia 
and France (where in 911 the French king gave them 
Normandy in return for an end to raids).

TABLE 1 Three different stages in the styles of Viking raids
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Viking longships
The Vikings were master shipbuilders and their longships had features that made them well-suited to raids:
 • they were generally about eighteen metres in length and, with a maximum width of just over two and a 

half metres, were light and narrow enough to sail into small inlets
 • shipbuilders fitted them with a mast, a large square sail and at least twenty-four oars so sailors could use 

the methods best suited to different wind conditions
 • they made them symmetrical so that they could change directions without having to turn around
 • the longship’s shallow draught (distance from the waterline to the bottom of its keel/hull) made it fast 

and enabled sailors to land it directly onto a beach
 • wide hulls gave the longship stability
 • some ships had carved wooden  figureheads — e.g. of a dragon — at the curved front end of the ship to 

show that people should fear Viking attackers.

Possible reasons
Historians have a number of hypotheses about why the Vikings began raiding wealthy properties and later 
settling in new territory outside their homeland. These include:
 • making full use of their boat-building and navigation skills and the lack of effective opposition
 • taking advantages of weaknesses in their neighbours’ governments — for example, England’s seven dif-

ferent kingdoms with no common approach for dealing with invaders; lack of stable government in Ire-
land; Constantinople’s rulers distracted by foreign wars; the disintegration of Charlemagne’s empire

 • Vikings’ desire for treasure, glory and adventure
 • harsh winters that shortened the crop-growing season and made it difficult to produce enough food for a 

growing population
 • limited availability of fertile land, especially when only one son could inherit the family property
 • to find new and more profitable trade routes.

SOURCE 3 A modern replica of a Viking longship, with dragon head, from the Roskilde Museum
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  4a.7   The Danelaw   
4a.7.1 Viking settlement 
 When the Vikings fi rst began their 
attacks there, ‘England’ itself did not 
exist. What we now call England then 
consisted of seven separate, and often 
 enemy , kingdoms. This meant the 
English had no united and well-organ-
ised military response to the Viking 
invaders. 

 From 865 CE, the Vikings threat-
ened London and the rest of England 
with a fl eet of 350 warships called the 
Great Army. Its goal was to wage war 
against England’s Anglo-Saxon inhab-
itants, descendants of the people who 
settled Britain after Roman soldiers 
left in the early fi fth century. The 
Vikings were determined to win con-
trol of the Anglo-Saxons’ land. In 866 
CE, they took over the Anglo-Saxon 
settlement at York. This gave them a 
base from which to fi ght to gain 
more land. 

 In 878, the Anglo-Saxon king, 
Alfred the Great, defeated the Danish 
leader, Guthrum the Old, at the Battle 

SOURCE 1 Map showing Viking settlement in Britain and 
 Normandy c.1000 CE.
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 4a.6 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .    Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    When did Viking raids begin and what were their main features?  
2.   How did Viking raiding parties change over time?  
3.   List three features of Viking longships that made them well-suited to ‘hit and run’ raids.  
4.   Explain the terms  Danegeld  and  Danelaw .   

 Develop source skills 
5.    What features of a Viking attack has the artist depicted in  SOURCE 1 ?  
6.   Use  SOURCE 2  to identify: 

(a)    two terms used for ‘Vikings’  
(b)   evidence that the Vikings posed a serious threat to the Parisians  
(c)   the result of the Viking attack on Paris.    

7.   Identify three features of Viking longships shown in  SOURCE 3 .   

 Whatever the reasons, Viking families settled in Scotland, England, Ireland, Greenland, Iceland, New-
foundland (North America), Normandy (France) and Russia.    
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of Ethandun. The peace treaty between them confi ned the Viking lands in England to those in the north-east 
— taking in Northumbria and East Anglia and the towns of Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, Nottingham and 
Stamford. The  Danelaw  was the name for both this area and the Danish laws that governed those who lived 
there. 

 By 954, the Anglo-Saxons had won back control of the Danelaw but had to pay Danegeld to protect their 
land from further Viking raids. The Danish leader Cnut (or Canute) gained control of all of England in 1016 
and, in 1018, was king of both Denmark and  England. He demanded that all  England’s people contribute to 
the ongoing payment of Danegeld, which then became a nationwide tax in England. 

 Cnut died in 1035. When his successor, Harthacnut, died without an heir in 1042, England’s throne went 
to an Anglo-Saxon, Edward the Confessor. The last Viking attempt to control England came with the 
invasion of Harold Hardrada in 1066 (see section 4.9).   

 4a.7.2 Rulers and the ruled 
 Historians are still trying to understand the relationship between the Vikings and the people whose lands 
they conquered. It is logical to think that the Vikings forced the conquered people to obey, and imposed 
Viking culture on them, and that the conquered people resented the Vikings and continued fi ghting for 
freedom. At the same time, Anglo-Saxon culture infl uenced the Vikings and Viking settlements prospered.  

RETROFILE 
•    Old Norse literature contains stories of a special group of warriors called berserkers, who, in a trance-like 

state, charged furiously into battle. From this we get our expression ‘going berserk’. 
•    In 1012, Danish Vikings raided Canterbury in southeast England and murdered its archbishop. They then 

demanded Danegeld and accepted a payment of nearly 18 000 kilograms of silver in return for promising 
not to attack the town during the two years that followed.   

 The Vikings took over the Anglo-Saxon settlement at York in 866 CE. Under the name Jorvik, it became 
the capital of the Danelaw and they maintained control of it for nearly ninety years. By the time 
of the Norman invasion in 1066, Jorvik was an important trading centre with a population of about 
10 000 people. 

 The Vikings took over the lands and villages within the Danelaw. Many Viking warriors settled there, 
bringing with them Old Norse as the offi cial language, as well as Viking customs and organisation. Most of 
them were eager to take up a new life as farmers and traders. On the whole, the Vikings were more inter-
ested in making the Danelaw an economic success than in forcing their will upon its people. 

 Over time, contact with the local people and intermarriage led the Vikings to feel part of Anglo-Saxon 
customs and society. Their language became a mixture of Old Norse and Anglo-Saxon. They adopted the 
Christian religion and developed a sense of loyalty towards their new homeland. Two hundred years later, 
the people of the Jorvik area were more Anglo-Viking than either Anglo-Saxon or Viking.        

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



236 Jacaranda Retroactive 1 NSW Australian curriculum History Stage 4

c04aTheVikings.indd Page 236 19/07/17  11:19 PM

4a.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Identify one advantage the Vikings had in their attempt to gain control of the Anglo-Saxons’ land.
2. What was Alfred the Great able to achieve as a result of the Battle of Ethadun in 878?
3. Who was Cnut and what did he achieve for the Vikings?
4. How did the Vikings come to lose their control of England?
5. Write an 8–10 line summary describing the Vikings’ involvement in England.

SOURCE 3 Thousand-year-old skulls – 
and, nearby, their bodies – have been 
unearthed in Weymouth, UK.

SOURCE 2 Extract from an article by James Owen published online by National Geographic News, 16 March 2010

51 Headless Vikings in English Execution Pit Confirmed
Naked, beheaded, and tangled, the bodies of 51 young males found in the United Kingdom have been identified 
as brutally slain Vikings, archaeologists announced Friday. The decapitated skeletons — their heads stacked 
neatly to the side — were uncovered in June 2009 in a thousand-year-old execution pit near the southern 
seaside town of Weymouth.

… radio-carbon dating results … had shown the men lived between AD 910 and 1030, a period when the 
English fought — and often lost — battles against Viking invaders.

… Analysis of teeth … indicates the raiding party had been gathered from different parts of Scandinavia …
‘What’s fascinating about these findings is that Vikings are renowned for their pillaging, ransacking, and 

raping,’ [study member] Evans said.
‘But here we’ve got real evidence that it was the other way round: Anglo-Saxons rounded up these Vikings 

and executed them.’
… Many of the skeletons have deep cut marks to the skull, jaw, and neck. This suggests the men were war 

captives whose heads were savagely hacked off, said David Score of Oxford Archaeology, leader of the 
preconstruction survey that found the Vikings’ execution pit. ‘The majority seem to have taken multiple blows,’ 
he noted.

… The heads were neatly piled to one side of the pit, perhaps as a victory display.
Unusually, no trace of clothing has been found, indicating the men were buried naked.
… Aside from their injuries, the headless Vikings ‘look like a healthy, robust, very strong, very masculine group 

of young males,’ he [Score] added. ‘It’s your classic sort of warrior.’ … ‘During the height of the Viking raids, it’s 
reasonable to say it was unsafe to live anywhere within 20 miles [32 kilometres] of the coast.’
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  4a.8   Erik the Red   
4a.8.1 Family life 
 ‘Erik the Red’ (c.950–1003) was the nickname of a (probably) red-headed and red-bearded Viking explorer 
and outlaw, Erik Thorvaldsson (or Eirik Torvaldsson) meaning ‘Erik, son of Thorvald’. He became famous 
for creating the fi rst permanent Viking settlement in the area he named Greenland. 

 Erik Thorvaldsson was born in the Jæren area of south-west Norway. In c.978, when Erik’s father, Thor-
vald Asvaldsson, was found guilty of manslaughter, the family accompanied him into exile in Hornstrandir 
in western Iceland. Erik married a woman called Thorild, with whom he had three sons, one of whom was 
the explorer, Leif Ericson. 

 Like his father, Erik the Red had to go into exile for having committed murder — in his case, the murder 
of at least two of his neighbours after an argument over property. In c.982, the  thing  banished him from 
Iceland and Norway for three years. 

 4a.8.2 Exploring Greenland 
 Erik Thorvaldsson used his punishment 
as an opportunity. He wanted to fi nd out 
more about the islands that merchant 
Gunnbjorn Olfsson had discovered in 
the early tenth century, when the wind 
blew Olfsson’s ship off course during a 
trip between Norway and Iceland. 

 In 982, Thorvaldsson departed from 
the Snæfellsnes Peninsula (the penin-
sula of the snowy mountain) and sailed 
westward for about 720 kilometres 
until he reached the islands Olfsson had 
seen off Greenland’s east coast. From 
there, he and his crew sailed on to what 
he called Midjokull (middle glacier) on 
the coastline of eastern Greenland. 

 They then continued southward, 
sailing around the southern tip of 
Greenland (now known as Cape Fare-
well) and then up the west coast to 
explore further. While large parts of 
Greenland were icy, snow-covered and 
uninhabitable, the fjords on the west 
coast provided protection from harsh 
winds and had good pasture land and forests adjoining them. The men stopped at what came to be called 
Eystribygd (the Eastern Settlement) and spent the winter months of 982 further north on an island that 

SOURCE 1 A map showing Erik the Red’s journeys to and 
around Greenland c.982–985 and the areas of Viking settlements
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 Develop source skills 
6.    Use  SOURCE 1  to identify: 

(a)    an Anglo-Saxon kingdom partly taken over by the Vikings  
(b)   six cities north of London that the Danes controlled.    

7.   What evidence does  SOURCE 2  provide of the relationship between the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons?   
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Thorvaldsson christened ‘Erik’s Island’. In early 983, they sailed up the fjord, which Thorvaldsson also 
named after himself — ‘Erik’s fjord’.

Thorvaldsson and his crew spent the winter of 983 back on Erik’s Island, the winter of 984 at  Eiriksholmar 
(near modern Hvarfsgnipa) and in the months in between, they got to know the land areas as far north as 
Snæfell and also Greenland’s south and east coast. When his exile ended in mid 985, Erik Thorvaldsson 
returned to Breidafjord on Iceland’s west coast.

4a.8.3 Settling Greenland
Erik Thorvaldsson knew his enemies would be seeking revenge against him when he returned. Rather than 
settle down again in Iceland, he wanted to encourage people to join with him to create a new settlement in 
‘Greenland’. He was a good salesman. He chose the name ‘Greenland’, because he thought it would appeal 
to the Icelanders and Norwegians whom he hoped to attract there.

Of an original group of 25 ships that set out from Norway in 986, only 14 ships and about 400 to 500 
people actually reached their destination in western Greenland — a distance of about 1200 kilometres. 
They were able to establish two farming settlements there. The larger one, which Erik the Red ruled, was 
Eystribygd. It extended about 250 kilometres from Brattahlid (now Julianehab) on Erik’s fjord, and along 
the coastline’s inner fjords towards Cape Farewell. The other one, 500 kilometres north, was Vestribygd 
(the Western Settlement) in the area of Greenland’s modern capital, Nuuk.

Life in Greenland
To make the Greenland settlement workable, people had to:
 • keep up a good level of population
 • produce adequate food supplies
 • have products to trade for the tools and other supplies they needed for survival and comfort
 • adapt to a new life in a new environment thousands of kilometres from the communities they had left 

behind.

RETROFILE
In c.1002, Erik’s son, Leif Erikson (c.970–c.1020) set out to find the land that an Icelander claimed to have seen 
during a journey westward in c.986. Leif Erikson believed he reached this area, which he called ‘Vinland’ 
(wineland) after the grapevines that grew wild there. He and his crew spent two winters in Vinland in  
c.1002–1003. Evidence indicates that he had reached what is now known as Newfoundland. This would mean 
that, nearly 500 years before Christopher Columbus, Erikson was the first European to land in North America.

SOURCE 2 An extract from J. Sephton’s 1880 English translation of The Saga of Erik the Red. Icelandic sagas, 
written c.1120–1400 CE, record the adventures, hardships and conflicts that Viking settlers in Iceland 
 experienced in the tenth and eleventh centuries. Their authors are mainly unknown.

… he sailed oceanwards under Snæfellsjokull (snow mountain glacier), and arrived at the glacier called Blaserkr 
(Blue-shirt); thence he journeyed south to see if there were any inhabitants of the country.

He passed the first winter at Eiriksey, near the middle, of the Vestribygd (western settlement). The following 
springa he proceeded to Eiriksfjordr, and fixed his abode there. During the summer he proceeded into the 
unpeopled districts in the west, and was there a long time, giving names to the places far and wide. The second 
winter he passed in Eiriksholmar (isles), off Hvarfsgnupr (peak of disappearance, Cape Farewell); and the third 
summer he went altogether northwards, to Snæfell and into Hrafnsfjordr (Ravensfirth); considering then that he 
had come to the head of Eiriksfjordr, he turned back, and passed the third winter in Eiriksey, before the mouth of 
Eiriksfjordr.

Now, afterwards, during the summer, he proceeded to Iceland, and came to Breidafjordr (Broadfirth). This winter 
he was with Ingolf, at Holmlatr (Island-litter). During the spring, Thorgest and he fought, and Eirik met with defeat. 
After that they were reconciled. In the summer Eirik went to live in the land which he had discovered, and which he 
called Greenland, ‘Because,’ said he, ‘men will desire much the more to go there if the land has a good name.’
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As ruler of Eystribygd, Erik took on the title of ‘paramount chieftain’. The settlement grew and pros-
pered under his leadership and, at its height, c.1126, it had up to 400 farms. The smaller Western Settle-
ment grew to about 80 farms. Archaeologists estimate that, by the early twelfth century, the population of 
Greenland comprised 2500–5000 Vikings.

The settlements traded animal skins and tusks with Norwegian merchants in return for building mate-
rials, tools, raisins, nuts and wine. Archaeological remains show that the Eastern settlers built a Great Hall, 
a church and, later, a cathedral for the bishop sent by a twelfth-century Norwegian king to provide religious 
leadership for the island’s inhabitants.

What happened to the Greenlanders?
By the early fifteenth century, the Norse settlement of Greenland had failed and its settlers had largely 
 disappeared. Since then, people have been trying to find out what happened to the Greenlanders. Historians 
and archaeologists have come up with a number of explanations.

In the long term, the Norse settlers’ land use in Greenland damaged its environment and caused soils to 
lose fertility and to erode. This, combined with shorter summers and generally colder temperatures meant 
farming became increasingly unviable. Famine became a regular problem. People lost contact with Europe 
because merchant ships stopped trading there. Many of their own boats were not seaworthy enough to 
travel in search of livelihood somewhere else.

Greenland today
Today, Greenland has a population of about 56 500 people, of whom 89 per cent are of Inuit background. 
Most of them live in ice-free areas along the west coast and work in Greenland’s main industries of fishing, 
quarrying and tourism.

Greenland’s centre is made up of a massive sheet of ice. It covers 81 per cent of Greenland’s land surface 
and forms a basin extending to more than 300 metres below sea level. Scientists have drilled two test cores 
three metres into the ice sheet. Analysis of the layers of the cores has enabled experts to investigate climate 
change over the past 100 000 years and to compare it with climate change today.

Since 1814, Greenland has been part of the Kingdom of Denmark and currently has two seats in the 
Danish parliament. Greenland is moving towards full independence. It controls its own courts, police and 
natural resources; Denmark governs its defence and foreign affairs and also subsidises Greenland’s economy.

The people of Greenland are hoping that offshore oil development and the development of its mineral 
resources will help provide the country with the financial independence that will help move it closer to 
achieving political independence.

SOURCE 3 Sisimuit, in central western Greenland, is the 
 second-largest town in Greenland with a population of 5460. 
It has been inhabited for at least 4500 years.

SOURCE 4 Danish Crown Prince 
Frederik with Crown Princess Mary 
wearing traditional Inuit clothing during 
a visit to Greenland in 2009
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 4a.8 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .    Note:  Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Photocopy the image of Erik the Red in  SOURCE 6  and use it as the centrepiece of a mindmap listing fi ve key 

pieces of information about him.  
2.   What motivated Erik the Red to create a settlement in Greenland?  
3.   What signs were there that it would be diffi cult to establish a successful settlement in Greenland?  
4.   Explain why the Viking settlement in Greenland ultimately failed.   

  4a.8.4 Skill builder: Thinking about art sources 
 When looking at art sources about a particular event or person, it is helpful to consider the historical context 
within which the art has been created. Sometimes an art source can tell us more about the times in which the 
artist lived than it tells us about the subject of the artwork itself. Consider  SOURCES 5  and  6  below. Because no 
images of Erik the Red exist from his own time, the artists of these sources have depicted him as they  think  he 
might have looked, without knowing very much about what he actually  did  look like. 

  SOURCE 5  was created in 1688 and shows Erik the Red wearing plate armour, which came into use in the 
thirteenth century (long after Erik the Red’s time). The style of armour that the artist has him wearing appears to 
be based on armour worn by soldiers in the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries.   

  SOURCE 6  was created in 2011 and shows Erik the Red dressed in clothing similar to that which archaeolo-
gists have discovered at the remains of Viking sites. This includes a padded leather tunic, trousers, socks, soft 
leather shoes and a metal helmet with a nose guard, like those worn by Viking chiefs. He is carrying weaponry 
and a wooden shield typical of that used by the Vikings. 

 While neither source can provide an accurate image of Erik the Red, they can each be useful in terms of 
telling us about people’s knowledge of the Vikings at specifi c times in history.     

SOURCE 6 A modern artist’s drawing 
of Erik the Red

SOURCE 5 A woodcut depicting Erik 
the Red, from the 1688 publication of 
Arngrímur Jónsson’s  Gronlandia 
 (Greenland)
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4a.9 1066: The Norman invasion
4a.9.1 The men who would be king
1066 was a dramatic year in English history. Within 12 months, England had three different kings, had 
invasions from Norway and Normandy and suffered two major battles between leaders claiming their rights 
to the English throne.

Develop source skills
5. Compare SOURCES 5 and 6 and the information provided about them. Use this information to explain:

(a) how SOURCE 5 is anachronistic.
(b) which of the sources is more useful for someone studying the life of a warrior such as Erik the Red.

6. Use SOURCE 1 to:
(a) identify the areas of Greenland with which Erik the Red would have been most familiar and least familiar
(b) describe the location of the Eastern settlement and explain why you think it gained this name.

7. Use SOURCE 2 to identify:
(a) another spelling for Erik
(b) the names, in order, of the places Erik the Red travelled between 982 and 985
(c) how Greenland got its name.

SOURCE 1 Harold Godwinson swearing loyalty to William of Normandy and promising to support William’s 
claim to the English throne

Latin for ‘Harold gave his oath to Duke William’

William rescued Harold Godwinson in 1064. Harold then joined William in his battle against the Duke of Brittany. 
William later knighted Harold and Harold swore allegiance to William. William claimed that Harold also swore ‘on 
sacred relics’ to support his claim to the English throne.
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SOURCE 2 Two events following the death of Edward the Confessor on 4 January 1066: the crowning of Harold 
Godwinson and the appearance of Halley’s comet

Latin for ‘Here they gave the royal crown to Harold.
Here enthroned is Harold, King of England’. The date
is 5 January 1066, the day after Edward’s death.

On his deathbed, Edward supposedly pointed to Harold
to succeed him. England’s leading nobles then offered the
crown to Harold. This scene shows Harold Godwinson
accepting the crown despite his promise to William.

The tapestry names Stigand, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, as the one who crowned Harold. He was very
wealthy and people believed him to be corrupt. The Pope
excommunicated (expelled) him from the Catholic Church.

This means ‘Here they marvel at the star’. The
‘star’ is Halley’s comet, which people thought of
as a bad omen. It appeared on 20 March 1066.

Halley’s
comet

 

During the period 1067–1077, a group of Saxon women embroidered a pictorial representation of these 
events on a piece of linen cloth about 50 centimetres wide and 70 metres long. This important historical 
source is called the Bayeux Tapestry (see SOURCES 1–6). Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, half-brother of the victor, 
commissioned the tapestry. It is now on permanent exhibition at the Musée de la Tapisserie de Bayeux in 
France.

In 1066, the Vikings, ruled by King Harald Hardrada of Norway, and the Normans, ruled by William of 
Normandy, who was of Viking descent, were the two most powerful groups in north-western Europe. Both 
wanted to also rule England.

England was ruled by the Anglo-Saxon king, Edward the Confessor. He had seized the throne in 1042 
after the Vikings had ruled there for 26 years.

Within England, Harold Godwinson, a Saxon lord who already controlled a large area of land in southern 
England, wanted to extend his power and territory.

When Edward died in January 1066, Harold Godwinson, Harald Hardrada and William of Normandy all 
claimed the right to replace him as king. Edgar, the 14-year-old son of Edward’s nephew, was another con-
tender. Edgar was Edward’s closest living relative. The outcome was finally decided at a place later named 
Battle, near Hastings in south-east England.

Harold Godwinson’s claim
Harold Godwinson’s claim was based on the fact that he came from one of the most powerful families in 
England, that he was Edward’s brother-in-law and that he was a successful military leader. The dying 
Edward had supposedly named Harold as his heir. Harold was crowned king on 7 January 1066, two days 
after Edward’s death.

Harald Hardrada’s claim
King Harald Hardrada was a descendant of King Cnut, the Viking leader who, followed by his sons, had 
ruled England from 1016 to 1042. He said that the throne should be returned to the Vikings because Edward 
had not left an obvious successor. Some Viking families in the north of England supported him.
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Willam of Normandy’s claim
William of Normandy was the grand-nephew of Edward the Confessor’s mother. He claimed that Edward 
had promised him the throne when William visited England in 1051 to provide soldiers to help Edward 
suppress a rebellion led by Harold Godwinson. Harold Godwinson, whom Edward had forgiven, agreed to 
abide by this promise when William rescued him from a shipwreck in 1064. William and Harald Hardrada 
refused to accept Harold Godwinson as king.

4a.9.2 Decision by battle
In Normandy, William prepared an invasion fleet of nearly 700 ships, with an army of more than 2000 sol-
diers on horseback and 5000 foot soldiers.

Meanwhile, Harald Hardrada arrived in the north of England with 300 ships. Harold Godwinson declared 
that the only land he could have in England was a burial plot: ‘I will give him just six feet of English soil; 
or, since they say he is a tall man, I will give him seven feet!’ Godwinson defeated the Viking invaders in a 
sudden attack at the Battle of Stamford Bridge on 25 September 1066. Harald Hardrada died in battle, as 
did many of his followers. His defeat symbolised the end of the Viking Age.

SOURCE 3 William’s invasion fleet and landing in Pevensey, southern England, on 28 September 1066

Latin for ‘[William’s �eet] crossed [the sea] and came to Pevensey’. William then established his army at Hastings.
William brought 600 ships and about 7000 men, one-third of whom had horses. 

Harold Godwinson and his battle-weary troops then had to rush south to meet William of Normandy’s 
invasion force on a field near the town of Hastings on 13 October 1066. They were evenly matched in num-
bers, but more than two-thirds of Harold Godwinson’s army were untrained peasants. William’s soldiers 
were mainly on horseback, but even so, they had difficulty penetrating the shield wall of the Saxon foot 
soldiers.

At one stage, there was a rumour that William had been killed. To maintain his soldiers’ morale, William 
raised his helmet high to prove he was still alive. His troops eventually defeated the Saxons. Harold and his 
two brothers died. Historians do not know who killed Harold Godwinson or how he died.
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SOURCE 4 Norman knights on horseback trying to capture the ridge on 
which the Saxon foot soldiers have established themselves. The place is 
Senlac Hill near Hastings and the date is 14 October 1066.

Two weeks earlier, these Saxon soldiers had defeated Harald Hardrada’s
Norwegian invasion. They then marched over 400 km south to �ght the
Normans.

SOURCE 5 William is alive and has the Pope’s support

This means ‘Here is Duke William’. To disprove the
rumour that he was dead, William rode among his
men lifting his helmet.

This soldier carries the Pope’s �ag — a sign of the
Pope’s approval of William’s claim to the throne.
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4a.9.3 William the Conqueror
On Christmas Day 1066, the Archbishop of York 
crowned  William of Normandy, King of the Eng-
lish. He still had to achieve full control of Eng-
land. Young Edgar had powerful supporters, 
whom William defeated by burning houses, 
barns, granaries and anything else that could be 
of use to them. In 1069, the Normans destroyed 
the Viking city of Jorvik (York). It took another 
five years for his troops to defeat the last of the 
Saxon rebels.

William also gained control of England 
through building castles from which to defend 
his lands, through the introduction of the feudal 
system and through organising a tax collection 
system. His success in adding control of England 
to his existing possessions in France earned him 
the title ‘Guillaume le  Conquérant’ —  William 
the Conqueror.

This means ‘Here King
Harold is killed’. It is not
clear which of the �gures
shown here is Harold.

Harold killed by
a Norman spear?

Normans stripping the bodies of their defeated enemies.
Later images of the tapestry show Norman soldiers burning
houses and taking supplies from Anglo-Saxon farms.

Norman soldier
attacking Harold with
a sword?

SOURCE 6 A section of the tapestry 
depicting the death of Harold 
Godwinson. An enlargement of part 
of this image is shown at right.

Harold trying to remove an arrow from his eye? People saw death by
this means as a sign that the person had lied or done something else
dishonourable.

4a.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Devise a flow chart to show the sequence of events from Edward’s death until William’s victory at Hastings. 

Include only facts, not opinions.

Develop source skills
2. Describe the impression of Harold’s character that SOURCE 1 presents. What evidence does it provide to 

support this viewpoint?
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3. What event does SOURCE 2 depict? What evidence is included that suggests that crowning Harold 
 Godwinson was a negative event?

4. What kinds of information does SOURCE 3 provide about William’s ships?
5. Which side appears to be winning in SOURCE 4? Give reasons for your answer.
6. What was the importance of the event shown in SOURCE 6? What important event would you expect to find 

depicted in the tapestry after this? Give reasons for your answer.
7. There is a saying: ‘History is written by the victors’. What does it mean and how is it relevant to the Bayeux 

Tapestry?
8. List the ways in which the Bayeux Tapestry is useful to historians.

4a.10 Viking influence today
4a.10.1 The Viking age
Historians in the English-speaking world usually take the defeat of Harald Hardrada in 1066 as the event 
that marks the end of the Viking era. In reality, the wars and raids of the Viking Age ended at different 
times in different places. Historians believe that the real reasons for the end of the Viking Age are linked to 
two key developments that affected the Viking people — the Vikings’ conversion to Christianity and the 
power of kings’ rule in Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Another 
reason was that European governments had also become 
stronger and better organised in response to the Vikings.

By the mid eleventh century, Europeans either had or were 
developing strong governments with standing armies of well-
trained soldiers in permanent military service, who could 
respond quickly and effectively to threats from other peoples. 
People once threatened by Viking ‘hit and run’ tactics had either 
relocated or had taken defence measures to make them a less 
obvious target.

Raiding, and the murder and pillage that accompanied it, went 
against Christian teaching. This became another influence on the 
decision to end raids. Also kings in  Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway had become stronger than chiefs and were unwilling to 
tolerate the lawlessness associated with Viking raids.

For centuries after the Viking Age, history focused on the 
violence and bloodshed of Viking times. Archaeological discov-
eries from the seventeenth century onwards have slowly led to 
people gaining a more sophisticated understanding of Viking 
life and an appreciation of the seamanship, design, literature 
and technological skills of the Viking Age.

People also recognise the Vikings’ contribution to the Eng-
lish language and value their treasures in museums, as well as 
those people they are still discovering under the ground. Many 
Europeans would find evidence of Viking ancestors in 
their DNA.

SOURCE 1 A miniature from the twelfth 
century manuscript Miscellany on the 
life of St Edmund. The image depicts 
the Danes’ ninth-century invasion of 
England.

RETROFILE
The author J.R.R. Tolkien was fascinated by Viking stories and used them as inspiration for many of the ideas in 
his novels The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
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4a.10.2 Language influences
The Old English language was probably very similar to Old Norse (the language of the Vikings). The 
 English language today contains as many as a thousand words of Old Norse origin, including:
 • the words awkward, freckles, scowl, ransack, cake, window and law
 • words beginning with sk, such as skirt and sky
 • words we use very commonly, such as egg, get, give, both and same
 • place names ending in by, meaning a village or a homestead — for example, Whitby and Derby
 • family names ending in son, meaning ‘son of’.

Some of the names of our weekdays are named after the Viking gods — Wednesday is from ‘Woden’s 
day’, Thursday is from ‘Thor’s day’ and Friday is from ‘Frey’s day’.

4a.10.3 Rune stones
The Vikings honoured their dead with stones carved in their 
memory. These could have both brightly coloured pictures, 
showing some aspect of the person’s achievements, and mes-
sages written in runes — characters of vertical and diagonal 
lines that made up the Viking alphabet, the futhark.

Sometimes wealthy people commissioned their own rune 
stones and erected them so that people would honour them 
while they were still alive. There are still about 3000 rune 
stones in Scandinavia as well as about another 3000 across 
areas of Europe where the Vikings once settled.

4a.10.4 Viking metalwork
Viking craftspeople were skilled in metalwork and design. 
Wealthy Vikings enjoyed commissioning objects through which 
they could demonstrate their status and success. They have left 
behind many beautiful items, ornaments and jewellery using 
materials such as pewter, bronze, silver, gold, amber and glass. 
These include brooches, rings, arm-rings, necklaces, pendants 
and even bridle bits.

Treasure hoards
Archaeologists, farmers and careful observers have discovered 
about 1000 hoards (hidden supplies) of Viking treasure in Scan-
dinavia, the United Kingdom and northern Europe. People 
buried these hoards, which contained coins, ornaments, jewel-
lery, silver and gold bars, and silver weights and then, for var-
ious reasons, didn’t return and claim them.

On 6 January 2007, David Whelan and his son, Andrew, unearthed the Harrogate hoard in Yorkshire, 
while out enjoying their hobby of metal detecting. It was 30 centimetres under the ground and comprised 
617 late ninth- and early tenth-century silver coins, and 65 other objects. The contents came from Scandi-
navia, western and eastern Europe, the British Isles, central Asia and North Africa. Some of the coins have 
both Christian and pagan symbols on them. The hoard is valuable both in itself and for the information it 
provides about:
 • the wide areas with which the Vikings traded
 • how the Vikings continued to use pagan symbols even after adopting Christianity.

SOURCE 2 One section of a modern 
copy of the three-sided Jelling Stone. 
King Harald Bluetooth erected the 
original stone c.965 at Jelling in 
Jutland, Denmark, to commemorate his 
parents, King Gorm and Queen Thyre.
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4a.10.5 Viking heritage sites
Today, Scandinavia has sixteen museums that are either wholly or partly devoted to Viking culture. People 
built Denmark’s Roskilde Ship Museum to house the Skuldelev ships. These are five different types of 
Viking ships from the early eleventh century. The Vikings scuttled (purposely sunk) these ships at Skuldelev 
in c.1070 to block the entry to Roskilde in order to protect the town from their enemies. They were discov-
ered there in 1962.

The Jorvik Viking Centre in York, England, is one of a number of museums outside Scandinavia that 
specialise in showing people how Vikings lived. The York Archaeological Centre established the museum 
after its excavations in the 1970s had unearthed the remains of the Viking city of Jorvik (York), including 
buildings, workshops, fencing, wells and over 40 000 objects. The trust has attempted to recreate the sights, 
sounds, smells and street scenes of the city as it existed in c.975. Visitors can meet the ‘ghosts’ of 
Vikings’ past.

In 1960, an archaeologist and an explorer 
discovered the remains of a village at L’Anse 
aux Meadows on the island of Newfoundland, 
Canada. Archaeologists have dated its building 
styles and artefacts to c.1000 and found them 
to be similar to those that existed in Greenland 
and Iceland in the same period. They concluded 
that this is the remains of a Norse village and 
therefore evidence that Viking Leif Erikson 
 (c.970–1020) had reached North America and 
established his settlement of Vinland there in 
c.1002–1003. This meant that the Vikings had 
settled America nearly 500 years before Chris-
topher Colombus’s famous journey there in 
1492. L’Anse aux Meadows became a World 
 Heritage site in 1978.

SOURCE 3 A Mjollnir pendant, also 
known as ‘Thor’s hammer’. Viking 
warriors often wore these as symbols 
of their strength.

SOURCE 4 Photograph showing the coins and objects that 
comprise the Harrogate hoard, valued at £1 082 000 (about 
$1.8 million). Since 1 August 2010, the hoard has been on 
permanent display in the Yorkshire Museum.

SOURCE 5 A scene from the Jorvik Viking Centre’s 
recreation of Jorvik c.975
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4a.10.6 Viking festivals
People feared the Vikings during their own time. Today, people around the world commemorate Viking 
times by holding annual festivals. Every February, York hosts a five-day Viking festival with events ranging 
from the re-enactment of battles to cooking demonstrations.

On the last Tuesday of January each year, people in Shetland (Scotland) celebrate their Viking ancestry 
with a fire festival called Up Helly Aa! A 1000-strong ‘Viking’ invasion begins a night of partying that 
includes a torch-lit procession, singing, dancing and, finally, a ceremonial boat burning.

Each year, in the last weekend of July, about 25 000 visitors attend the Viking Moot Festival at  Moesgaard 
in Aarhus, Denmark. The Moesgaard Museum organises the event, which centres on a Viking-style market 
run by people in traditional Viking costumes. There are also activities such as archery, battle re-enactments 
and demonstrations of Viking warrior skills.

SOURCE 6 Two images of L’Anse aux Meadows: (a) a reconstruction of the interior of one of its buildings; 
(b) the typical building style with curved roofs covered with turf

(a) (b)

SOURCE 7 Photo of the annual Up Helly Aa Festival, Shetland Islands, January 2010. Up Helly Aa celebrates 
the influence of the Scandinavian Vikings in the Shetland Islands and has employed this theme in the festival 
since 1870. The event culminates with up to 1000 guizers (men in costume) throwing flaming torches into a 
Viking longship.
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4a.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Why did the Viking Age come to an end?
2. H21ow and why has history’s view of the Vikings changed over time?
3. Give two to three examples of Viking influences within the English language.
4. What evidence remains of how the Vikings honoured their dead?
5. Describe two other ways we can encounter the Viking legacy in our own time.

Develop source skills
6. What image of the Vikings does SOURCE 1 provide evidence of?
7. One side of the Jelling Stone is covered in runes describing Harold’s power as king of both Denmark and 

Norway; another side shows a beast surrounded by a large snake; the remaining side shows Christ with his 
arms outstretched. Write a description of the Jelling Stone shown in SOURCE 2.

8. List the types of things that SOURCE 3 could teach us about Viking jewellery and metalwork.
9. In what ways could SOURCE 5 be useful to a historian investigating life in Jorvik?

10.  Suggest 1 or 2 things that participants in the event shown in SOURCE 7 would need to be careful of in order 
to avoid anachronism — not staying true to the time period they are representing.

Research and communicate
11.  Find out more about the Harrogate hoard (SOURCE 4). Write the script for a short radio news item announc-

ing its discovery and significance.

4a.11 Research project: The Bayeux Tapestry
4a.11.1 Scenario and task
The story of 1066 did not end with the Battle of Hastings. William the Conqueror still had much to do before 
he could ensure his rule was legitimised and respected. He had to establish law and order over the now van-
quished Saxons. He had to ensure that the knights and barons who fought with him were rewarded, and he 
had to quell any remaining resistance. And, of course, he had to be crowned king.

None of these parts of the story are told in the Bayeux Tapestry, because centuries of rolling and unrolling 
it every time it was viewed have resulted in one end being completely frayed away. Your task is to complete 
the tapestry, illustrating some of the events that occurred after that fateful day near Hastings. To complete 
the task you will need to research different aspects of life in England after the battle, and to accompany 
your tapestry you will need to write a summary of the events you have depicted.

4a.11.2 Process
 • Access your learnON title to watch the introductory video lesson for this project. Then investigate each 

of the research topics listed below — the weblinks in the Resources tab will help you get started with 
your research.

 • Hereward the Wake and other resistance fighters 
 • Law and order under William 
 • The Domesday Book 
 • The Feudal system
 • William’s coronation Make a note of interesting facts and key events as you go. Be sure to record which 

websites you visit so you can complete the bibliography at the end of the project. Although they have a 
lot of good information, you should use the sites mentioned as a starting point only. Try to use a variety 
of different sources to complete your research, including at least one offline source.
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 • Once the research has been done it’s time to complete the Bayeux Tapestry. Choose one of the research 
topics that you investigated to be illustrated in your completion of the tapestry. Download the template 
provided in your resources, and fill in the end of the story of 1066. Don’t forget that the Bayeux Tapestry 
is like a giant comic strip, so your story should be told in a series of different panels rather than in 
one image. Make sure your story has an ending; for example, it could be William’s coronation, the final 
event in the story of Hereward the Wake or the completion of the Domesday Book.

 • Finally, you need to write up a summary of the research that you completed.
 – What happened in England after the Battle of Hastings?
 – Did William manage to secure his throne or was there continued resistance to his rule?
 – Did life return to normal for the Saxons or were there long-term changes for them?

Your summary should outline the main points discovered, and should be approximately 500 words in 
length. Don’t forget to include a bibliography at the end!

Go online to access additional resources such as templates, images and weblinks.

ONLINE ONLY
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Practise your historical skills
Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Rearrange the order of the historical events listed below so that they fall into the correct chronological order.

(a) Creation of the Great Army
(b) Leif Erikson establishes Vinland in North America
(c) The defeat of Harold Hardrada at Stamford Bridge
(d) Shetland’s Up Helly Aa festival
(e) The end of the Viking Age
(f) The Viking raid on Lindisfarne Abbey
(g) Christopher Columbus begins his voyages towards the Americas
(h) Cnut becomes king of England

2. Identify the period of history to which each of the events above belongs.

4a.12 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

4a.12 Activity 1: Check your understanding
4a.12 Activity 2: Practise your historical skills
4a.12 Activity 3: Multiple choice quiz 
Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

ONLINE ONLY

4a.12 Review
4a.12.1 Review

KEY TERMS
Danegeld payment demanded by Vikings in return for not attacking towns and cities
Danelaw the law that the Danes established in areas of England they controlled in the ninth and tenth centu-
ries; also the name for the region of England under Danish control
Draught distance from the waterline to the bottom of a ship’s keel/hull
Drótt a man in a Viking community respected as an effective leader and elected to power
Fjord long narrow inlet of sea between steep cliffs
Futhark the a alphabet, made up of runes
Longhouse rectangular stone or timber building where Vikings lived; they had rounded corners and were about 
15–25 metres long and 5 metres wide
Longships Viking warships that were fitted with a large sail for open sea voyages and oars for river and coastal 
travel. They could move at 15–20 kilometres per hour.
Pagan one who believes in many gods; relating to any religion which is not Christian, Jewish or Muslim
Polytheistic believing in a number of different gods and goddesses
Runes characters of vertical and diagonal lines that made up the Viking alphabet, the futhark
Thatched roof a roof made of straw
Turf a mixture of soil and grasses
Valhalla in Viking legend, the castle of Odin, the god of war
Valkyries legendary women whom the Vikings believed rode to battlefields to collect dead warriors and take 
them to Valhalla
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3. Create a series of sentences on the Vikings using these words: longships, Danegeld, Danelaw, polytheistic 
and runes.

4. List 3–5 reasons to explain why people consider the Vikings a significant group in history.

Analysis and use of sources
5. What is the origin of SOURCE 1 and what do you think was the author’s purpose in creating this source?
6. Use SOURCE 1 to answer the following questions.

(a) What impression does the first paragraph give of the relationship between Rollo and Charles III?
(b) What information does the writer provide about Rollo in the second paragraph?

7. For what topics would a historian find SOURCE 2 useful?  
Write a paragraph of 5–10 lines indicating how this source is  
useful. In your answer, include information about the reliability 
of the source.

Perspectives and interpretations
8. What is the writer’s attitude towards Rollo in SOURCE 1? Give 

reasons for your answer.
9. What information in SOURCE 3 helps you identify the writer’s 

perspective, values and attitudes?

The king had at first wished to give Rollo the province of Flanders, but the Norman rejected it as being too 
marshy. Rollo refused to kiss the foot of Charles when he received from him the duchy of Normandy. ‘He, 
who receives such a gift,’ said the bishops to him ‘ought to kiss the foot of the king.’ ‘Never,’ replied he, 
‘will I bend the knee to anyone, or kiss anybody’s foot.’ Nevertheless, impelled by the entreaties of the 
Franks, he ordered one of his warriors to perform the act in his stead. This man seized the foot of the king 
and lifted it to his lips, kissing it without bending and so causing the king to tumble over backwards.

Rollo gave assurance of security to all those who wished to dwell in his country. The land he divided 
among his followers, and, as it had been a long time unused, he improved it by the construction of new 
buildings. It was peopled by the Norman warriors and by immigrants from outside regions. The duke 
established for his subjects certain inviolable rights and laws … and he compelled all his people to live 
peaceably together. He rebuilt the churches, which had been entirely ruined; … he repaired and added to 
the walls and fortifications of the cities …

SOURCE 1 An extract from The Chronicle of St Denis based on the writings of two Norman writers from the 
tenth and eleventh centuries, Dudo of St Quentin and William of Jumieges. The source relates to the defeat of 
the Viking leader, Rollo, by the French king, Charles III, in 911. In return for land in Normandy, Rollo agreed to 
defend French territory against other Viking attacks, to become a Christian and to accept Charles as his king.

SOURCE 2 An image from an 
 eleventh-century manuscript 
showing Norman soldiers crossing 
the English channel

I’ve been with sword and spear
Slippery with bright blood
Where kites wheeled.
And how well
We fierce Vikings clashed!
Red flames are up men’s roofs
Raging we killed and killed;
And skewered bodies sprawled
Sleepy in town gateways.

SOURCE 3 An extract from a poem by the Icelandic 
poet Egil Skallagrimsson (c.910–990) describing his 
experiences as a Viking warrior
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Empathetic understanding
10. In SOURCE 1, why do you think the French king wanted Rollo to kiss his foot and why 

do you think Rollo was unwilling to do so?

Research
11. Use the guidelines a–c below to plan an inquiry into a topic that would give you the 

opportunity to learn more about the Vikings.
(a) Choose a topic.

• A Viking event — for example, the Viking raid on Lindisfarne Abbey in 793 CE
• A Viking leader — for example, Cnut, Erik the Red, Harold Hardrada, Leif Erikson
• A Viking discovery — for example, the Spillings treasure hoard, the Lewis 

Chessmen (featured in the movie Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone)
• A Viking mystery — for example, the disappearance of the Vikings in Greenland
• A topic of your own choosing — for example, Viking weaponry

(b) Turn your topic into a key question.
(c) Break this into sub-questions (the questions that need to be answered in order to 

answer the key question).
12. Continue the planning you began in question 11 by using ICT and other methods to 

identify and list the sources that you could use in this inquiry. Copy and complete the 
table below to summarise the relevance of each of your sources.

Explanation and communication
13. Choose an appropriate format for presenting the results of the inquiry you chose in question 4 and provide 

the reason(s) for your choice.
14. Explore the Viking lands. Work in groups of 2 or 3 to prepare a PowerPoint presentation to showcase places 

where the Vikings settled. Your presentation should include:
• 3–5 present-day images that show the legacy of the Vikings in that place
• a brief caption for each image.

Choose from the following list of places: L’Anse aux Meadows (Canada), Birka (Sweden), Borg (Norway), 
Burgh (the Netherlands), Dublin (Ireland), Hedeby (Germany), Greenland (Denmark), Jarlshof (Scotland), Kau-
pang (Norway), Ribe (Denmark), Visby (Sweden), York (England).

Each group should prepare a talk, to be delivered while showing the images, about this place and its links 
with the Vikings.

SOURCE 4 
A replica of the 
Lewis knight 
chess piece, 
discovered 
in 1831

Source How it is relevant
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