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TOPIC 4c The Ottoman Empire 299

DEPTH STUDY 4: THE WESTERN AND ISLAMIC WORLD

TOPIC 4c
The Ottoman Empire

4c.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the concepts covered in this topic.

4c.1.1 Introduction
At the time of the Renaissance in Europe, the Ottoman Empire — an Islamic empire with modern Turkey 
as its centre — was one of the largest empires in the world. It stretched from Hungary in the west to Iran 
in the east, and south to the Persian Gulf and most of north Africa.

Its rulers were Muslims, but Christians and Jews were encouraged to remain in their own communities 
and to continue their religious practices, as long as they paid their taxes to the government. When Spain 
expelled its Jewish community in 1492, they were welcomed by the Ottomans.

The Ottomans established hospitals and medical schools long before they appeared in Europe. Their 
architectural achievements, especially in the building of mosques, rival those of the European Christians. 
They began building with Greek and Roman models, but transformed these into some of the most beautiful 
buildings in the world.

The Ottoman Empire reached its greatest extent during the sixteenth century under Selim I and Suleiman 
I. A humiliating defeat in 1683, after an attempt to conquer Vienna, led to a long drawn-out decline, as indi-
vidual states such as Bulgaria and Greece gradually won their independence from Ottoman rule.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The way of life in the Ottoman Empire (social, cultural, economic and political features) and the roles and 
relationships of different groups in society 4c.2, 4c.3, 4c.4, 4c.6

• Significant developments and/or cultural achievements that reflect the power and influence of the Ottoman 
Empire, such as the fall of Constantinople in AD 1453, art and architecture 4c.2, 4c.3, 4c.4, 4c.7, 4c.8

• Relationships with subject peoples, including the policy of religious tolerance 4c.5
• The role of significant individuals in maintaining the strength and influence of the Ottoman Empire 4c.5, 

4c.7, 4c.8
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  4c.2  Ottoman origins 
 4c.2.1 The Middle East 
 Around 1200, in the area of western Asia known as the Middle East, the older powers of Rome and Persia 
were challenged by new forces in the region. 

 By the fourth century CE, the Roman Empire was divided into two. Over time the two sections of the 
Roman Empire developed quite distinct cultures: 
 •    In the Western Roman Empire the main language was Latin. The head of the Catholic Church, the 

Pope, was based in Rome.  
 •   In the Eastern Roman Empire, the main language was Greek and the church was Orthodox, with its 

head, the Patriarch, based in Constantinople.   
 There was rivalry between the two, each claiming the leadership of the Christians. 

 The interior of the Suleiman Mosque in Istanbul, built facing Mecca  

 Starter questions 
1. Which modern day country was the centre of the Ottoman Empire?
2. What do you know about Islam and the Muslim religion?
3. What link does Australia have with Turkey?
4. Which two Islamic countries are closest to Australia?

     Watch this eLesson:   Islamic beliefs and Australia        

   RESOURCES — ONLINE ONLY 
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  4c.2.2 The forces for change 
 The dominance of the Byzantine and Persian empires 
began to weaken after 1000 CE as a result of the growing 
military power of the Seljuk Turks, the rise of Islam, the 
impact of the Crusades and the increasing commercial 
power of Venice. 

 The  Seljuk Turks  were nomadic herdsmen from cen-
tral Asia who fought as soldiers for Persians during 
the ninth and tenth centuries and adopted the Islamic 
religion. By 1000 CE they were settled in part of 
what is today modern Turkey. Here they came into 
confl ict with the Byzantine Empire. The Patriarch 
of Constantinople called on the Catholic Pope for help 
against the Seljuks, and this began the Crusades. 

Islam  arose in Saudi Arabia in the seventh century CE. 
Its founder, Mohammed, died in Mecca in 632 CE. The 
religion he preached rose out of Judaism and  Christianity, 
and shared with them the belief that there was only 
one  God, and it was idolatrous to depict Him or His 
creation. 

  SOURCE 2  A pictorial map of Constantinople 
published in 1485  

 The Eastern Empire was known as the Byzantine Empire — after Byzantium, the old name for Constan-
tinople. For over a thousand years, Byzantium was a great and powerful city — a centre for trade, culture 
and religion. 

 The Persian Empire, based on modern day Iran, had existed in various forms for over a thousand years. 
The Persians had fought the ancient Greeks in the fi fth century BCE, and the Romans in the fi rst and fourth 
centuries BCE. 

  SOURCE 1  A map of western Asia (the Middle East) around 1200, showing the older 
states of Byzantium and Persia and some of the new infl uences     
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The simplicity and clarity of Islam 
inspired Arab-speaking peoples, who 
were mainly nomadic herdsmen and 
traders, throughout the Middle East. 
Within 200 years its influence spread 
across northern Africa to Spain in the 
west, and to the border of India in 
the east. Within six years of Moham-
med’s death,  Jerusalem had been 
captured.

Persia at the time was ruled by 
the Abbassids and in 762 Baghdad 
became the Islamic capital. It was 
located on major trade routes in 
the fertile region bounded by the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers (see  
SOURCE 1). It was during this period 
that the Seljuk Turks in Persia were 
converted to Islam and established 
their own capital in Konya.

4c.2.3 Venice
The Venetians were potential rivals 
to the Ottomans in the eastern 
 Mediterranean. By 1000 CE, Venice, 
an island city in the north-east of Italy, 
had become a powerful city-state. 
Venice played a dominant role in the 
flourishing trade developing between 
western Europe and China, and India in 
the east. Venice, with the other Italian 
city of Genoa, controlled the trade 
into Europe. Between 1000 and 1200, 
 Venetian families settled on many of 
the key islands in the eastern Mediter-
ranean, such as Rhodes and Cyprus, in 
order to have even greater control of 
trade.

The Crusades refers to the period 
in Europe around 1000–1200 CE 
when soldiers from western Europe, 
particularly France, Germany and 
England, went to help the emperor of 
 Constantinople invade land held by 
Muslims in the Middle East.

During the Fourth Crusade (1203–
1204), the Crusaders, with naval and 
financial support from the Venetians, 
sacked Constantinople and placed it 
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4c.3 Early expansion
4c.3.1 Beginnings of the Ottoman Empire
The Ottoman dynasty was founded by the Seljuk Turk, Osman I, who ruled from 1298 to 1326. The term 
‘Ottoman’ was based on a European form of his name. Osman captured Bursa from Byzantine rule in 1326 
and made it his capital.

How did the Ottomans manage in a few hundred years to establish an empire that stretched from Hun-
gary in the west to Afghanistan in the east and Saudi Arabia in the south?

Three factors help explain this.

1. Involvement in trade
The Ottomans were in a position to take part in the major trading routes: between Europe and China by 
the Silk Road, from India by land and sea, and from Africa along the pilgrimage routes to Mecca (see 
SOURCE  1). When they captured Constantinople, their position became even stronger. Profits from trade 
brought the money to wage wars, but it also brought ideas and technology, such as the use of the cannon, 
which they were to use very effectively.

2. Adoption of Sunni Islam
The Ottomans shared Islam in common with their neighbours to the east and the south, and the Sunni tra-
dition was more tolerant to Christians and Jews.

3. A military tradition
The Ottomans already had a strong military tradition that had developed while they were soldiers for the 
Persians, before they set up their own state and defended themselves against the Mongols in the east. These 
skills were now to be used to spread Darulislam — the world of Islam.

4c.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What were the two major powers in the Middle East around 1000 CE?
2. Where did the Seljuk Turks originally come from?
3. Which state had the Seljuks worked for?

Develop source skills
4. Carefully study SOURCES 1 and 2.

(a) Name three states that remained under Eastern Orthodox rule.
(b) Name three islands controlled by families from Venice. Why would the Venetians want to control these 

islands?
(c) What features make the location of Constantinople good for control of trade?
(d) What evidence is there that the city could be well defended?

under Roman Catholic rule. The once-powerful city was never to regain its former power and influence. 
 Crusaders also established small states on the coast of Palestine and in Greece.
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 4c.3.2 Early expansion of the 
empire 
 Under Osman’s successor, Orhan, the  Ottomans 
began taking possession of all the Christian 
states in Anatolia (land on the eastern side 
of the Black Sea). Orhan ruled from 1326 
to 1362. 

 They could not move further into Europe 
while the  Dardanelles  were in Christian hands, 
as this key location controlled access to the 
Black Sea. Eventually, Orhan’s son, Suleiman, 
laid siege to Gallipoli. On the night of 1–2 
March 1354, when an earthquake destroyed the 
walls of the Gallipoli fortress, Suleiman immedi-
ately occupied the fort. He repaired this fort and 
others that were destroyed in the earthquake and 
brought his troops across. 

 Suleiman and his troops captured the Byzantine city of Edirne, which became their new capital in 1365. 
From here, the Ottomans achieved further key victories. At the battle of Kosovo in 1389, they advanced 
into the  Balkans , bringing an end to the Serbian Empire, and they defeated the Bulgarian Empire in 1393 
at the Battle of Trnovo. 

  SOURCE 2  The Ottoman state in 1400, showing some of 
the major battles and the series of capitals     
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  SOURCE 1  Major trade routes around 1200    
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          Defeat by the Mongols 
 Ottoman expansion to the east came to a halt at the start of the fi fteenth century with a confl ict on its 
eastern border. The Mongols under Tamerlane ruled an empire that stretched across central Asia from Iraq 
to India. The Ottoman Sultan at the time was Bayezit, who ruled from 1389 to 1402. During a battle in 
1399, Tamerlane captured one of Bayezit’s sons and had him executed. 

 The two leaders met outside Ankara in 1402. Bayezit faced a Mongolian army twice his size but treated 
the confl ict very lightly. On the morning of the battle he took his troops out on a hunting expedition and 
while he was away, Tamerlane’s troops occupied his camp and seized the only water source. The battle that 
followed and Bayezit’s capture is described in  SOURCE 3 . 

 At fi rst, Bayezit was treated well but he continued to taunt the Mongol leader. Tamerlane put him in 
a cage too small to stand up in, and dragged the cage along behind his troops. Bayezit killed himself by 
smashing his head on the side of the cage. 

 A 40-year period of instability followed until Mehmet II became Sultan in 1451, and immediately pre-
pared an attack on Constantinople.            

 4c.3 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding   
1.    (a) When did the Ottoman Empire begin?  

(b)   Where did its name come from?    
2.   Place the following dates on a timeline and match them with an event: 1298, 1326, 1354, 1389, 1393.   

 Develop source skills 
3.    Refer to   SOURCE 1   to explain the part trade played in Bursa, Edirne and Constantinople becoming 

major cities.   
4. (a)    Using   SOURCE 2   and the text, explain why control of Gallipoli was important to the Ottomans.  

(b)   Research the importance of Gallipoli in 1915.    
5.   Using   SOURCE 2  , answer the following questions. 

(a)    Name the three Ottoman capitals and the date each city became the capital.  
(b)   By comparison with a modern map, which modern countries were added to the Ottoman Empire between 

1352 and 1400?    
6.   Use the text and   SOURCE 3   to answer the following. 

(a)    What evidence is there that Bayezit was overconfi dent about the battle?  
(b)   List as many disadvantages as you can that Bayezit faced as well as the advantages Tamerlane had.     

  SOURCE 3  A modern historian describes the battle leading up to Bayezit’s capture 

 Out of sheer thirst Bayezit’s shattered troops were forced to give battle right away. His Anatolian troops and 
Tartars deserted to their emirs at Tamerlane’s side as soon as the battle began. Fighting into the sun, choked with 
dust beaten up from the arid ground by the hooves of hundreds of thousands of Mongol horsemen, shaken by the 
onslaught of Tamerlane’s Indian elephant corps, hopelessly outnumbered, his own right wing now turning upon 
him, the Sultan with his janissaries and vassal troops fought until nightfall on a patch of rising ground. 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following 
resources and auto-marked questions:

 � Ottoman Empire      
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  4c.4  Moving into Europe 
 4c.4.1 The fall of Constantinople 
 Following Bayezit’s death in 1402 there was a period of confusion when his remaining sons fought 
among each other for power. However, with victory at the Second Battle of Kosovo in 1448, the Ottomans 
 re-established rule in the Balkans. 

 Three years later, a nineteen-year-old, Mehmet II, became Sultan. Constantinople was now completely 
surrounded by Ottoman-controlled territory (see SOURCE 2 in section 4c.3), and Mehmet’s military advisers 
persuaded him that a conquest of the Greek city would help him secure his position. 

 The Ottomans were quick to adopt the cannon as a siege weapon, and for some years this gave them a 
great advantage. The cannon built for attacking Constantinople was 8.4 metres long with a wall 20 centi-
metres thick. It could fi re a cannonball of 600 kilograms a distance of 1.6 kilometres. Cannons did not have 
their own carriage and a special cart had to be built to move them, pulled by 30 oxen. Roads and bridges 
had to be strengthened to take the weight. Cannons took so long to prepare for fi ring that they could be 
used only about eight times a day. There was also always the chance of a cannon itself exploding, killing 
all those around it.  
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  SOURCE 2  A map of Constantinople showing its 
major defences   

  SOURCE 1  Sultan Mehmet II gives his reasons for attacking Constantinople 

  The ghaza [holy war] is our basic duty as it was in the case of our fathers. Constantinople, situated in the middle of 
our domains, protects our enemies and incites them against us. The conquest of the city is, therefore, essential to 
the future and the safety of the Ottoman state.  

 4c.4.2 The attack 
 Over the winter of 1452–1453, Constantinople prepared for a siege by reinforcing its walls and bringing in 
extra supplies of food, while Mehmet strengthened the roads between Edirne and Constantinople. 

 The Ottoman siege of Constantinople began in 
March 1453 and was assisted by a navy assem-
bled in Gallipoli and troops brought across from 
Anatolia. 

 By the fi rst week of April the Ottomans had 
taken up positions within 1.5 kilometres of the 
walls of Constantinople. Inside the city, the 
Greeks took up their positions on the walls and 
drew a heavy metal chain across the Golden Horn 
to prevent ships from entering it. To counteract 
this, Mehmet had a wooden slipway built and 
dragged ships overland from the Bosporus to the 
Golden Horn. A pontoon bridge was also built 
across the Golden Horn. The attack was launched 
on the evening of 28 May 1453, and by midday 
the following day Sultan Mehmet made his tri-
umphant entry into the city. 

 With the capture of Constantinople, the Otto-
mans were now free to move further westwards 
into the heart of Europe.      
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  SOURCE 3  A modern artist’s impression of the western walls of 
Constantinople    SOURCE 4  The Dardenelles Gun. This 

cannon, built in 1464, was cast in bronze 
and weighed 18.4 tonnes. It was built in two 
parts, which could be screwed together.  

 4c.4 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Why did it seem ‘logical’ for the Ottomans to want to capture Constantinople?  
2.   What were the major weaknesses of the early cannon?   

  SOURCE 5  Map showing the preparations for the attack on Constantinople   
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  4c.5  Suleiman the Magnifi cent 
 4c.5.1 Sultan Suleiman 
 The Ottoman Empire continued to expand 
following the conquest of Constantinople 
in 1453. During the reign of Selim I (1512–
1520) it almost doubled in size and, in 
1517, included the Islamic holy places of 
Medina and Mecca (see  SOURCE 1 ). Selim 
I was now the effective head — the Caliph 
— of the Islamic community. 

 Suleiman was Selim’s son and became 
Sultan in September 1520 at the age of 29. 
Suleiman’s wife, Roxana, was the daughter 
of a Russian Christian priest. She had been 
captured as a slave to join the Harem in the 
palace. Suleiman fell in love with her and, 
breaking with hundreds of years of Islam 
tradition, made her his legal wife.       

 4c.5.2 Extending the empire 
 Under Suleiman the Ottoman Empire 
became the largest empire of the time and 
he was greatly admired by the European 
kings. In his fi rst year he suppressed a 
revolt by the Governor of Damascus, and 
in August he attacked and conquered Bel-
grade (now the capital of Serbia). 

  In 1522 he used the navy his father had 
built up to launch an attack on the Island of 
Rhodes, which early Crusaders had occupied in 1309. The Crusaders attacked Ottoman ships that traded 
wheat and spices from Egypt and carried Islamic pilgrims to Mecca. They took the pilgrims captive and 
killed them. 

 The island was heavily fortifi ed and defended by 7500 men. A giant stethoscope made of leather was used to 
detect the sound of attackers digging mines under the walls. Two earlier attacks (in 1333 and 1480) had failed. 

 After a fi ve-month siege, there was a negotiated truce in December 1522 that allowed the remaining 
 Crusaders to leave the island. Ten years later they re-established themselves on Malta. 

  SOURCE 1  Portrait of Suleiman, attributed to the Venetian 
Renaissance painter Titian. Titian also did a portrait of the 
Habsburg Ruler Charles V. There is no evidence that this was 
done from life.  

 Develop source skills 
3.    Carefully read   SOURCE 1  . What reasons did Sultan Mehmet give for attacking Constantinople?  
4.   Use   SOURCES 2  ,   3   and   4   to answer the following. 

(a)    Make a list of the ways in which Constantinople was defended from attacks by both land and sea.  
(b)   Which of these defences was the cannon most suitable for use in breaking through?    

5.   From a study of   SOURCE 5   and the text, prepare a timeline of events leading up to the conquest of 
Constantinople from August 1452 to the conquest on 29 May 1453.   
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 In 1526, Suleiman turned his attention again to Europe and by 1529 the Hungarian city of Buda was 
reconquered. Vienna, the capital of the Habsburg Empire, was his next goal. 

 The Habsburgs 
 The Habsburg dynasty had its base in Austria but, through wars and marriage alliances, they controlled a 
large part of western Europe including Spain, Poland and Hungary as well as sections of the Netherlands 
and northern Italy. 

 The Habsburgs’ main continental rival was France, which was situated on the western side of the 
Habsburg territories. It was in the interests of the French to support the Ottomans who were attacking from 
the east. This relationship between France and the Ottomans continued into the early twentieth century and 
Beirut, the capital of modern Lebanon, was called the ‘Paris of the East’. 

 Suleiman fi rst laid siege to Vienna in 1529. After 19 days, sections of the city’s walls had been pierced 
and some of the outer suburbs burnt. Partly because of the atrocious weather, Suleiman withdrew his forces. 
He launched a new attack three years later in 1532, but again the incessant rain meant that heavy cannon 
had to be left behind. The army was exhausted from earlier battles and Suleiman decided not to move on to 
Vienna. At the same time, Charles V decided not to leave Vienna to attack him. The last attack on Vienna 
was made in 1685, 130 years later.  
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  SOURCE 2  A map showing the expansion of the empire under Selim I and Suleiman, with sites of some of the 
major battles    
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SOURCE 3 A painting showing the army of Suleiman the Magnificent in 
front of Vienna in 1529

4c.5.3 Ruling an empire
In Turkey, Suleiman is known as Sultan Suleiman el-Kanuni — the Lawgiver — because he organised a 
large-scale rewriting of the Law Code. This was necessary because the empire he and his father had created 
embraced so many new regions and different ways of life that many of the old laws did not suit the new 
situation; the laws had to be brought up to date to adjust to the special features of the expanded empire.
1. Almost all of the lands covered by the empire, with the exception of those parts in Africa, were 

mountainous. Communities were isolated from each other and developed their own local laws.
2. Related to this was a great diversity of lifestyles. Many lived in large, established cities, while many 

others were nomads who followed the herds as the seasons changed. Others were merchants who 
travelled long distances with caravans.
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3. The empire was made up of people with many different faiths and in some parts Muslims were in 
the minority. There were Christians who owed their allegiance to the Pope in Rome, although for 
other Christians, the Patriarch in Istanbul was their spiritual leader. There were also large Jewish 
communities. Some in Palestine had lived there for over a thousand years, while others were Jews 
who had fled persecution in Europe.

SOURCE 4 An inscription in which Suleiman describes his power

I am God’s slave and sultan of this world. By the grace of God I am head of Muhammad’s community. God’s might 
and Muhammad’s miracles are my companions. I am Suleiman, in whose name the hutbe [Friday sermon in which 
Sultan’s name is mentioned] is read in Mecca and Medina. In Baghdad I am the shah, in Byzantine realms the 
Caesar, and in Egypt the sultan; who sends his fleets to the seas of Europe, the Maghrib and India. I am the sultan 
who took the crown and throne of Hungary and granted them to a humble slave. The voivoda [governor] Petru 
raised his head in revolt, but my horse’s hoofs ground him into the dust, and I conquered the land of Moldavia.

From M. Guboglu, Palaeografia si diplomatica Turco-Osmana,  
Bucarest, 1958, p. 167, facsimile no. 7, quoted in H. Inalcik,  

The Ottoman Empire, Phoenix Press, p. 41.

SOURCE 5 A document providing a model for the appointment of a Patriarch. A person ruling over a community 
was called a Metropolitan.

Because the bearer of this Noble Decree, the priest named X, has brought European florins as a gift to my 
Noble Treasury, I have granted him the Metropolitanship of Y. I have commanded that, in whatever way previous 
Metropolitans exercised their Metropolitanship over the priests, monks and other Christians of that area, [he 
should do the same]; and whatever churches, vineyards and orchards they had the disposal of, he too should 
have the disposal of them. He should be exempt from … taxes. The priests, monks and other Christians should 
recognise him as their Metropolitan, and have recourse to him in cases which pertain to the Metropolitanship.

Quoted in C. Imber, The Ottoman Empire, 1300–1500,  
Palgrave Macmillan, Hampshire, 2002, pp. 216–17.

4c.5.4 The solutions
When a new territory was added to the empire, officials’ first steps were to find out what laws and practices 
already operated in that region. They tried to preserve as many of the local laws as possible as long as they 
did not contradict the religious law of Sharia or the general legal principles of the empire. This practice 
reduced opposition to Ottoman rule, meant that laws suited local conditions and was also found to be more 
efficient in collecting taxes.

Christians and Jews
In Islamic belief, Christians and Jews were grouped with Muslims as ‘People of the Book’; that is, people 
who shared the background of the Jewish Bible with its narratives of Abraham and Moses and the Prophets. 
As the territory controlled by the Sultans expanded, increasing numbers of Christians and Jews were placed 
under Muslim rule. Although executions and forced conversions may have taken place in the heat of battle, 
they were generally left to practise their own religion.

There were times when Christians or Jews were singled out. One of the ways in which Christians were 
targeted was in the system known as the devshirme — ‘the gathering’. Ottoman scouts went out to villages 
in Anatolia and the Balkans and rounded up young Christian men. They were brought to the palace where 
they were educated in the Islamic tradition. The brightest of these made up the Sultan’s personal staff. This 
was the way the Sultan could ensure that everyone in the palace was loyal only to him, and avoid the palace 
intrigues common in European kingdoms.
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 Another example of forcible movement took place after the Muslim conquest of Constantinople in 1453. 
Mehmet II wanted to quickly restore the city to its former glory and forced thousands of Christians and Jews 
to move to the city. He installed a new Patriarch as the spiritual leader of the Christians and although he con-
verted the great Church of Hagia Sophia into a mosque, he set other churches aside solely for Christian use.  

 The millet system 
 Christian and Jewish religious communities 
were allowed to govern themselves, as long 
as they provided taxes to the government and 
kept the peace in their own communities. Each 
community had its own  millet  — this was the 
Turkish word for nation. This could include its 
own courts, although in any dispute involving a 
Muslim, or involving criminal acts like robbery 
or murder, the Islamic court took over. 

 Armenian and Serbian Christians had their 
own separate millets, but all other Christians — 
whether Greek, Bulgarian or Albanian — were 
considered part of the same millet under the lead-
ership of the Patriarch in Constantinople. The 
Jews also had their own millet with a rabbi at its 
head. For each of these millets, the religious head 
was chosen by, and responsible to, the Sultan. 

 The number of Jews increased greatly 
during the fi fteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
with increasing persecution and expulsions 
in Europe. The largest migration was in 1492 
when King Ferdinand of Spain ordered the 
expulsion of all the Jews. Sultan Bayezit II, 
Suleiman’s grandfather, realised the value of 
the Jews in intellectual areas and in commerce 
and so welcomed them to the Ottoman Empire. 
The two major centres of Jewish population 
were Constantinople and Salonika (today Thessaloniki). There were 44 synagogues in Constantinople, and 
Salonika was in effect a Spanish–Jewish city during Ottoman times, with 44 000 Jews living there in 1660.   

 4c.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive  immediate feedback  and  sample responses  go to your learnON 
title at  www.jacplus.com.au .  Note : Question numbers may vary slightly. 

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    What was unusual about Suleiman making Roxana his legal wife?   
2.    (a) Who were the two major powers in Europe during Suleiman’s rule?  

(b)   Which of these supported the Ottomans? Why?    
3.   Suleiman made two attempts to capture the Habsburg capital of Vienna. 

(a)    Name the dates of the two attempts.  
(b)   What was a common factor in the failure of each attempt?    

4.   When Suleiman came to revise the law code, what were the three special features of the empire’s structure 
that he had to take into account?  

  SOURCE 6  A nineteenth-century illustration showing an 
Ottoman Jew from Constantinople standing next to an 
Arab merchant  
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5. Why did the Ottomans let local people keep their own laws wherever possible?
6. What was the devshirme system? How did this strengthen the position of the Sultan?
7. What was a millet?
8. What evidence is there that Jews were welcome in the empire?

Develop source skills
9. From a study of SOURCE 2, name at least three modern countries whose territory was once part of the 

Ottoman Empire.
10.  Compare the cannons in the painting in SOURCE 3 with the cannon shown in the photograph in SOURCE 4 

in section 4c.4. What improvements have been made?
11.  Taking into account that Titian was a famous Renaissance painter and painted the Habsburg Emperor 

Charles V, what does SOURCE 1 indicate about the respect held for Suleiman in Europe?
12.  In SOURCE 4, what links does Suleiman make with earlier empires? What is he claiming for himself by 

doing this?
13. Using SOURCE 5, answer the following questions.

(a) What payment did the Patriarch have to make in order to get his position?
(b) What did he control apart from the churches? What might have been the importance of this?
(c) What were other Christians obliged to do?

Perspectives and interpretations
14.  Using the text and internet sources, make a list of the strengths and weaknesses of Suleiman. Which of his 

achievements do you think earn him the title ‘the Magnificent’?

SOURCE 1 A street in the 
historic section of Antalya, on the 
Mediterranean coast

SOURCE 2 A traditional wooden house in 
Istanbul

4c.6 Everyday life
4c.6.1 Housing
Most homes in the towns were made of timber, although more wealthy people might have had a ground 
floor with stone walls. Wood meant less injury in case of earthquakes but also increased the danger of fire, 
especially as houses were built very close together and streets were very narrow.
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Houses of the upper class  usually 
had a male space at the front — the 
selamlik — and space at the back 
where women gathered — the 
haremlik. There were no chairs in 
the rooms. Boxes around the walls 
served as seats when covered with 
cushions, as well as being used as 
storage cupboards. For meals, food 
was placed on large trays on a low 
platform in the centre of the living 
room and people squatted around 
this. At night some rooms could be 
converted to bedrooms.

Peasants’ houses usually had 
only three rooms — one for 
sleeping, one for cooking and one as a sitting/dining room. The material they were built from depended on the 
material available locally, so they could be of timber, stone or mud brick.

Nomads would live in small stone huts in the valleys in the winter, but in spring and summer nomads 
would follow their flocks and horses to the hills where they would live in large woollen tents. These would 
often be decorated with rich carpets; nomads had the time and materials to weave these.

SOURCE 3 A display model of a haremlik

SOURCE 4 British consul Palgrave describes a peasant house at Trabzon on the Black Sea in the early 
nineteenth century

The cottage is fairly clean, especially if its inhabitants are Mahometan [Muslim], and is much more spacious 
than the dwelling of the town artizan. Regularly it has three rooms, one for sleeping, one for sitting in, and 
one for cooking … Glass is unknown; the roof, made of wooden shingles in the coast region, of earth if in the 
interior, is far from water-tight, and the walls let in wind and rain everywhere …

The peasant’s food is mostly vegetable, and in great measure the produce of his own ground. Maize bread in 
the littoral districts, and brown bread, in which rye and barley are largely mixed for the inland provinces, form 
nine-tenths of a coarse but not unwholesome diet. This is varied occasionally with milk, curds, cheese, and 
eggs; the more so if the household happens to possess a cow and barn-door fowls. Dried meat or fish are rare 
but highly esteemed luxuries. Water is the only drink …

Cited in Sevket Pamuk, The Ottoman Empire and European Capitalism,  
1820—1913, Cambridge University Press, 1987, p. 188.

4c.6.2 Occupations
In peasant societies, men, women and children would all be involved in growing and harvesting crops and 
looking after livestock. Some women would also be involved in making textiles.

Men in towns might be merchants, government officials or soldiers. Women in the cities could be 
involved in trade by appointing a male agent to act on their behalf. As in other cultures in the Middle Ages, 
most children were employed as early as possible. This could be on a farm, in textile production or as an 
apprentice to a craft or trade (see SOURCE 5).

In towns, men would congregate in coffee shops to talk, listen to storytellers or play games such as back-
gammon. Women would meet in the markets or at one of the many public bath houses in the cities.
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SOURCE 5 A judge, or qadi, responds to a father who, in 1656, brought a court case against a barber, Yusuf, 
who the father claimed had employed his son against his will.

Master barber Yusuf, questioned on this matter, said that the boy joined his employ of his own free will and 
wishes to stay with his master and learn the trade. The boy was therefore summoned and questioned, and he 
too replied that he wishes to stay with his master in order to learn the barber’s profession.

In view of these declarations the qadi informed the plaintiff [the father] that he is not to get custody of his son 
unless the son himself so wishes, since the boy is now a mature companion. He warned the plaintiff against 
trying to harm the defendant [the barber] or harass him.

SOURCE 6 A nineteenth-century illustration of a coffee house, by 
Amadeo Preziozi

4c.6.3 Marriage
Most marriages were arranged, but the wife retained control of any property she had. The husband’s family 
provided a dowry. Half of this went to the wife to set up her home, while the other half was retained to be 
given to her in the case of her husband divorcing her.

Divorce was easier for the male — all he had to do was to repeat the phrase ‘You are divorced’ three 
times. If a woman wanted a divorce she had to go to court, accompanied by two witnesses who would tes-
tify to her mistreatment or abandonment. In a few cases, Jewish and Christian women took their case for 
divorce to a Muslim court, which indicates that they felt that Muslim women had more rights in this area.

4c.6.4 Religious life
In mosques, women were restricted to an area at the back and sides of the mosque. However, there were 
also places where men and women could meet together. In most towns there were Lodges of the Sufi 
brotherhood. Sufis were Islamic mystics who emphasised a personal and individual relationship to God. A 
Lodge would often include a medical centre, library, classrooms and cells for the monks. One distinctive 
Sufi brotherhood were the Mevlevis — known in English as the Whirling Dervishes — who would whirl 
around in circles in long white flowing gowns in order to gain mystic visions.

Ramadan took place in the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. It is the most important of the Islamic 
religious festivals, celebrating the handing down of the Qur’an to Mohammed.

4c.6.5 Coffee houses
The first coffee came from the 
seeds of a tree in Ethiopia. Sufis 
used a brew from the seeds in 
their devotional practice. In a 
ceremony called ‘Remembrance 
of God’, Sufis would go through 
long, night sessions reciting or 
chanting their love of God. Coffee 
was used as a stimulant to keep 
them awake.

The main city for exporting 
African coffee was the port of Al 
Mukha (Mocha) in Yemen. The 
coffee was brought to Turkey 
by pilgrims to Mecca. Coffee 
was introduced to Istanbul in the 
early seventeenth century. Men 
gathered in the coffee houses to 
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drink coffee, smoke tobacco and be entertained (see SOURCES 6 and 7). They were also centres of political 
 discussion and frequently Sultans would have them closed down, or even burnt down if the Sultan’s spies 
reported that mutinous talk was going on.

Examples of this closing of coffee houses occurred during the reign of Murad IV (1623–1640). He 
was only 11 when he became Sultan. He became a strong, authoritarian ruler and placed a ban on coffee, 
tobacco and boza — a sweet drink made from fermented grain with a very low alcohol content.

The drinking of coffee, and the café society associated with it, spread from the Ottoman Empire to 
Vienna, Paris and London.

SOURCE 7 A Turkish traveller, Evliya Efendi (1611–1682), writes about coffee houses. He is describing a coffee 
house in the former capital of Bursa.

There are seventy-five coffee-houses each capable of holding a thousand persons, which are frequented by 
the most elegant and learned of the inhabitants; and three times a day singers and dancers execute a musical 
concert in them like those of Hossein Bikara.

[He goes on to mention the performances of poets and storytellers.]
All coffee-houses, and particularly those near the great mosque, abound with men skilled in a thousand arts. 

Dancing and pleasure continue the whole night, and in the morning every body goes to the mosque. These 
coffee-houses became famous only since those of Constantinople were closed by the express command  
of Sultan Murad IV. There are also no less than ninety-seven Boza-houses, which are not to be equalled in  
the world; they are panelled with faience [coloured tiles], painted, each capable of accommodating  
one thousand men.

4c.6.6 Merchants
Trade was always a large part of Islamic culture. Large caravans composed of a line of laden camels carried 
goods long distances and often across difficult terrain such as deserts or mountainous regions. Along these 
routes sultans organised the building of depots about 30 kilometres apart, where the cameleers could rest 
from the long journey and be protected from thieves.

These depots were called caravanserai. They were surrounded by strong walls and towers with a rela-
tively small entrance. Passing through the gate you entered the winter hall — so called because it was for 
protection from cold nights in winter — divided by four rows of columns. This was covered with a roof and 
a central dome.

Beyond this there was a 
square courtyard of about the 
same size, with rooms around 
two sides. In the centre of the 
courtyard was a small mosque 
for the daily prayers.

Once goods reached the 
major cities, they were sold 
in bazaars, or markets. The 
Kapali Carsi, or Covered 
Bazaar, in Istanbul is typ-
ical of these. Although it has 
undergone many changes due 
to earthquakes and fires, it has 
still preserved the same basic 

SOURCE 8 A modern artist’s reconstruction of a caravanserai
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SOURCE 9 An account of a bedesten in Bursa, written by a Turkish traveller, Evliya Efendi (1611–1682)

The bedesten is a large building with four iron gates secured with iron chains; its cupola is supported by strong 
columns. It contains three hundred shops in each of which merchants reside who are as rich as the kings of Egypt. 
The market of the goldsmiths is outside the bedesten, and separate from it; the shops are all of stone, There are 
also the markets of the tailors, cotton-beaters, cap makers, thread merchants, drapers, linen merchants, cable 
merchants, and that called the market of the bride, where essence of roses, musk, ambergris, etc. are sold.

From Joseph von Hammer (translator), Narrative of travels  
on Europe, Asia and Africa in the Seventeenth Century  

by Evliya Efendi, London, 1855, p. 12.

SOURCE 10 The Kapali Carsi today

layout. It is located just a kilometre from the shore and at the start of the major road running east through 
the city to the Edirne gate.

At the heart of the Bazaar was the bedesten, a secure storehouse for valuables. In the Kapali Carsi there 
are two bedestens that are quite close together but facing in different directions. These were built of stone 
and featured a domed roof. They had doors that could be locked at night, because they were designed 
for the safe storage of luxury goods such as precious metals, gems and silk. Some shops were inside the 
bedesten, and other shops surrounded the bedesten. Often these were little more than large wooden boxes, 
whose lids were opened during the day and then locked at night.
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4c.7 Art and architecture
4c.7.1 Ottoman architecture
Some of the major themes in Ottoman 
architecture can be traced back to the 
Seljuk Turks of the twelfth and thir-
teenth centuries. Entrances to their 
mosques, madrassas (religious schools) 
and caravanserai (staging posts for cara-
vans) were all similar — tall doorways, 
topped with pointed arches. Often tiles 
— usually in blue, white and black with 
floral or abstract designs — were used 
to decorate the walls.

A complex of buildings surrounding 
a mosque was called a kulliye. A 
kulliye in the former capital of Edirne, 
built between 1484 and 1488 by 
Sultan Bayezit II, contained, as well as 
the mosque, a hospital, mental asylum, school of medicine, madrassa, library, bakery and eating hall. A 
windowed dome over the mosque allowed the light to flood in, and this became a feature of Ottoman 
architecture.

SOURCE 1 A tile from an Istanbul mosque

4c.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Why did carpets play such an important role in nomadic life? Think about how they might be used and why 

they were able to be made.
2. What were the advantages and disadvantages of being a woman in the Ottoman period?
3. What was the reason for caravanserai being 30 kilometres apart?
4. Why were the bedestens built so strongly?
5. How was coffee used as part of religious practice?
6. What were two reasons Sultans had for closing down coffee houses?

Develop source skills
7. What features do the houses in SOURCES 1 and 2 have in common?
8. Make a list of the features of a haremlik that are shown in SOURCE 3.
9. Using SOURCE 4, list the ways in which a peasant’s house differed from that of someone in town.

10. In SOURCE 5, what reasons did the judge give for allowing the boy to stay as an apprentice to the barber, 
rather than going to work for his father?

11. Carefully study SOURCES 6 and 7.
(a) How many times does the writer of SOURCE 7 use the word ‘thousand’? What conclusions can you draw 

about his accuracy? Why?
(b) What reason does he give for the increased popularity of coffee houses in Bursa?
(c) Using both sources and the text, make up a list of the activities that could take place in a coffee house.

12. A devout Muslim prays five times a day. What part of the caravanserai shown in SOURCE 8 was built 
for this?
(a) From SOURCE 9, make a list of the things that were sold in the bazaar in the seventeenth century.
(b) What items can you identify in the photo of the bazaar today in SOURCE 10?
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4c.7.2 The work of Sinan
It was under Suleiman and his architect Sinan (1489–
1588) that Ottoman architecture reached its greatest 
heights. Sinan built 355 buildings or complexes 
during his lifetime, including 81 great mosques, 17 
caravanserais, 3 hospitals and 7 aqueducts.

One of his greatest achievements is the Suleiman 
Mosque, built in Istanbul from 1550. Its design mir-
rored that of the Christian Church of Hagia Sophia 
(Greek for ‘Holy Wisdom’) that was built in 532 
during the reign of the emperor Justinian. Hagia 
Sophia was converted to a mosque after the Ottoman 
capture of Constantinople. In 1935 the Turkish 
government made it into a museum.

The Suleiman Mosque
The Suleiman Mosque was built on the same 
basilica structure as Hagia Sophia, with oblong 
space with a large central dome. While the dome of 
the mosque is slightly smaller — a diameter of 27 
metres compared with Hagia Sophia’s 31 metres —  
Sinan improved on the structural features. By using 
supports inside the building, fewer columns were 
needed to support the dome and more spaces for 
windows couldv be included. Hagia Sophia had eight 
columns on each side but the Suleiman Mosque had 
only two. Sinan also made extensive use of windows — the dome had 37 and there were many more in the 
walls, giving a light-filled weightlessness to the building. In the words of the art historian Henri Stierlin, the 
‘crystalline luminosity of the mosque differs strikingly from the shadowy mystery of the church’.

The Selimye Mosque in Edirne
Sinan’s techniques were extended 
even further in his greatest master-
piece, the Selimiye Mosque in 
Edirne, commenced in 1568 and 
completed in 1574. The dome is 31.5 
metres in diameter, exceeding Hagia 
Sophia by 50 centimetres. The four 
slender minarets on each corner 
are 82 metres high, and at their base 
provide buttressing to support the 
dome.

Sinan’s contributions also included 
great public works such as aqueducts 
bringing water into the city for the 
fountains and Turkish baths — public 
baths for men and women.

SOURCE 2 The Selimye Mosque in Edirne

SOURCE 3 The wall of the mosque at Edirne facing Mecca. In the centre 

is the mihrab, the niches that indicate the direction of Mecca; in the 
foreground is the dikka, the raised platform from which prayers are 
directed.
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4c.7.3 Ottoman art
The richness of Ottoman art was drawn from Persian 
traditions, as well as Byzantine and Turkish influ-
ences. Miniatures were created to illustrate manu-
scripts and were noted for their brilliant colours. With 
the Islamic ban on the portrayal of living beings, 
many artists expressed themselves through geometric 
designs and the representation of flowers in both styl-
ised and naturalistic ways. One popular art form was 
calligraphy, a flowing, highly decorative script that 
developed over the centuries. Because the Qur’an was 
written in Arabic, the letters themselves were seen 
to have a sacred quality and lettering itself became a 
highly prized skill. The word arabesque refers to the 
way the shapes of the letters can flow and intertwine, 
such as in the description of Sultan Mahmud II.

There was a strong tradition of carpet weaving 
among the nomadic cultures of the region and this 
spread to more settled societies. Carpets were both 
practical and highly decorative. They were used as 
floor coverings, room dividers, wall hangings and 
prayer mats.

Over time, Ottoman art moved away from the depic-
tion of imaginary worlds to depicting current events 
(such as the attack on Vienna in SOURCE 3, in section 
4c.5) or scenes from daily life. One of the most famous 
artists was Bihzad (c.1440–1514), who depicted scenes 
such as the building of a castle (SOURCE 4).

SOURCE 4 A painting depicting the building of a 
castle, by Bihzad (1440–1514)

4c.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Often a series of public buildings were placed around a mosque. List the buildings that were located around 

the Bayezit II mosque.
2. How many mosques did the architect Sinan build? What were some of his other buildings?
3. (a) What is calligraphy?

(b)  In mosques, calligraphy, composed of words from the Qur’an, is used instead of statues or paintings. 
Why is this done?

Develop source skills
4. (a) List the colours used on the tiles in SOURCE 1.

(b)  Why were tiles used for decorating mosques rather than statues or paintings?
5. In SOURCE 2 the four minarets help frame the central building. What other purpose do they serve? (See the 

text for help.)
6. Refer to SOURCE 3 to answer the following.

(a) What did the niches in the centre indicate the direction of?
(b) Why is this important in a mosque?
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4c.8 Literature and science
4c.8.1 Language and literature
The Turkish language is related to languages spoken in cen-
tral Asia in places such as Azerbaijan and western China — 
the area from which their ancestors came.

Although many different languages were spoken throughout 
the Ottoman Empire, there were three official languages  
in use.
 • Turkish, written in Arabic script, was the language used 

in day-to-day settings such as markets and local courts.
 • Arabic was the language for studying the Qur’an and 

other religious purposes.
 • Persian was the language of government and 

administration. The Turks had developed their own 
administrative systems while working for the Persians.
The study of Persian was also considered a sign of a good 

education; just as a knowledge of Greek and Latin was con-
sidered part of a British education 50 years ago.

Some Ottoman poets such as Fuzuli (c.1483–1556) could 
write fluently in all three languages, while others who wrote 
mainly in Turkish would still borrow words from Persian 
and Arabic.

The epics
One favourite form of literature in Turkish was the epics. 
They were written down in the thirteenth century but were 
based on an oral tradition going back over hundreds of years 
to when the Turks were nomads in central Asia. One of these 
epics was called The Book of Dede Korkut (SOURCE 2). It was 
the story of a young prince, Uruz, who is captured by Geor-
gians when his father is out hunting near the Georgian border. 
Like most of the epics, it tells us about the Ottomans’ ances-
tors when they were still nomadic cattle herders.

SOURCE 1 A picture of an Ottoman garden 
party, with poet, guest and wine bearer, 
from the sixteenth-century, Dîvân-ı Bâkî

SOURCE 2 An extract from The Book of Dede Korkut. It describes how Kazan returns from a hunting expedition 
without his son. His wife questions him.

My prince, my warrior, Kazan!
You rose up from your place and stood,
With your son you leaped on to your black-maned Kazilik horse,
You sent out hunt over the great mountains with their lovely folds,
You caught and laid low the long-necked deer,
You loaded them on to your horses and turned homeward.
Two you went and one you came; where is my child?
Where is my child whom I got in the dark night?
My one prince is not to be seen, and my heart is on fire.
Kazan, have you let the boy fall from the overhanging rocks?
Have you let the mountain-lion eat him?
Or have you let him meet the infidel of dark religion?
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Folk poetry and songs
These works were usually in Turkish and were usually meant to be 
sung. Many were not written down and now have been lost. This 
poetry dealt with basic human emotions; some common themes are 
the value of country life, the search for love, and homesickness.

However, some of the songs, like hymns in Christian churches, 
dealt with religious issues. Many of these were written down. One 
of the most renowned of the composers of these songs was Yunus 
Emre (c.1238–1320). He still influences Turkish poetry today. He 
belonged to the Sufi mystical tradition, where he was interested in 
the relationship between religion and one’s daily life.

Non-fiction and science
The writings of Ottoman authors covered topics including  history, 
biographies, studies of government and travel. The huge book 
of travels by the civil servant Evliya Celebi (1611–1684) is both 
entertaining and informative. SOURCES 7 and 9 in section 4c.6 are 
extracts from this work that describe coffee houses and bazaars. 
One of the finest histories is The Crown of Histories, written 
by Sa’ddeddin (1536–1599). However, like much of Ottoman 
 literature, it is not available in English.

Katip Celebi (1609–1697) wrote 21 books — some over 1000 
pages long — on history and science. The Ottomans built on the 
science of the Greeks, Persians and Indians, especially in the areas 
of medicine and astronomy. Some people opposed this but Katip justified his work using parts of the 
Qur’an. His study of astronomy was inspired by the Qur’an verse ‘Do they see nothing in the governing of 
the heavens and the earth’, and the words of the prophet Mohammed, ‘Travel the earth and view the works 
of God’s power’ encouraged his study of geography.

SOURCE 3 A devotional poem by 
Yunus Emre

Knowledge is to understand
To understand who you are.
If you know not who you are
What’s the use of learning?

The aim in learning is
To understand God’s Truth.
Because without knowledge
It is wasted hard labour.

Do not say: I know it all,
I am obedient to my God.
If you know not who God is
That is sheer idle talk.

Twenty-eight syllables
You read from end to end.
You name the first ‘alpha’
What can it possibly mean?

Yunus Emre says also
Let me receive what I need.
The best possible thing
Is to find perfect peace.

Translated by Taner Baybars

SOURCE 4 An extract from one of Katip Celebi’s histories

It always pained me to see the attention and skill with which the Christians had studied and put forth this 
science they derived from the Greeks, and the denial and neglect, the ignorance and passivity of the Muslims 
with regard to this subject.

4c.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. (a) Apart from their native Turkish language, what two other languages were used in Ottoman literature?

(b) Explain how these two other languages came to be used.
2. What way of life did the epics tell about?
3. What two main forms did poetry and songs take in Ottoman literature?
4. What are four areas covered in Ottoman non-fiction writings?

Develop source skills
5. In SOURCE 1, what level of society is being shown? What does this indicate about the respect for poetry in 

Ottoman culture?
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6. Carefully study SOURCE 2 and the text.
(a) What had actually happened to the boy?
(b) What three animals are mentioned?
(c) What did the mother fear had happened to him?

7. Carefully read SOURCE 3.
(a) In the first stanza, what does the poet say is the main reason for learning?
(b) In the second stanza, how is this connected with religion?
(c) What does the poet include in the first line of the last stanza? (This was a common practice in Ottoman 

poetry of this period.)

4c.9 Review
4c.9.1 Review

4c.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON title at 
www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
Balkans the mountainous area of south-east Europe from Bulgaria in the north to Greece in the south
bedesten a secure area within a bazaar for storing valuable products
caravanserai depots where those on camel caravans could stay overnight
Dardanelles a narrow strip of water providing the entrance from the Mediterranean Sea to the Black Sea
devshirme the Ottoman practice of capturing young Christian men, converting them to Islam, and training them 
to be palace staff
epic a long poem describing heroic deeds or events
minaret a tower attached to a mosque, from which calls to prayer are made five times a day
People of the Book the term Muslims use to refer to Christians and Jews who share with them the Jewish 
Bible (the Christian Old Testament)
Silk Road the main trade route between China and the west
Sufi a mystical sect within Islam

Practise your historical skills
Comprehension: Chronology, terms and concepts
1. Match the terms, places and names in the left-hand column with the correct definition or description in the 

right-hand column.

Name/term Meaning

1. Patriarch a. The language used in government

2. Persian b.  The European city that the Ottomans repeatedly failed to take, which marked the 
western limit of its empire

3. Byzantium c. Religious communities within the Ottoman Empire

4. Minaret d. The most famous of the Ottoman architects
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Name/term Meaning

5. Vienna e. These were often closed to prevent political discussion.

6. Coffee shops f. The church that was first converted to a mosque and then to a museum

7. Hagia Sophia g. The original name of Constantinople

8. Millet h. The narrow strip of water one needs to pass through to enter the Black Sea

9. Sinan i. The tall towers at the corner of a mosque

10. The Lawgiver j. The language most commonly used in religious practice

11. Arabic k. Leader of the Orthodox Christian Church, based in Constantinople

12. Dardanelles l. The title given to Suleiman by Turkish historians

2. Arrange the dates below on a timeline from 1200 to 1700 and match them with the correct event. (Hint: First 
arrange the events in their correct chronological order.)

1298 • Building of Selimye Mosque in Edirne commences

1365 • Jews expelled from Spain take refuge in Ottoman cities

1402 • Bayezit II killed after defeat by Mongolians

1453 • Final defeat of Ottomans at Vienna — start of empire’s decline

1492 • Osman I establishes Ottoman Empire

1517 • Edirne becomes new Ottoman capital

1521 • Holy City of Mecca under Ottoman rule

1522 • Mehmet II conquers Constantinople

1568 • Island of Rhodes seized from knights of St John

1683 • Suleiman the Magnificent comes to power

Perspectives and Interpretations
3. SOURCE 1 is a photo taken inside Hagia Sophia as it is today. Hagia Sophia was a Christian church that was 

converted to a mosque and in recent times has become a museum.
(a) What Islamic features were added to the church?
(b) What Christian features can be seen? (Hint: Islam would not permit images in a mosque.)
(c) What does the way the building looks and the way in which it is used today show about the attitude of the 

modern Turkish government to other religions?

Empathetic understandng
4. In section 4c:4 you read that Christian boys were often captured and 

brought to the palace to be educated in the Islamic tradition. Conduct 
some research into this practice, then imagine that you are a young man 
who, at the age of 20, has attained a high position in the palace. Write a 
200-word report in which you describe your life from the time you were 
captured.

Research
5. Australia is considered a multicultural society. Research ways in which 

it is possible for people to practise their beliefs in Australia, and also 
the limitations that are placed on this.

  Compare your findings with the ways Jews and Christians were 
treated in the Ottoman Empire. What are the main differences?

Analysis and use of sources
Bringing knowledge to a source can make it far more valuable. Read the 
information below and the article in SOURCE 2 before answering the questions that follow.

• Ramadan: the period of fasting is to encourage a time of reflection.
• The day of Eid: the festival celebrates Ibrahim’s willingness to sacrifice his son Ishmael. It is a time of giving 

to others.

SOURCE 1

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight

diacriTech
Highlight



TOPIC 4c The Ottoman Empire 325

c04cTheOttomanEmpire.indd Page 325 16/07/17  12:26 PM

• Rosh Hashanah: this Jewish festival marks the start of the Jewish New Year. It begins a ten-day period of 
reflection and penitence that ends with Yom Kippur.
(a) The article focuses on Australians practising Islam who have come from one country. What is this 

country?
(b) List at least three other countries from which Muslims have come to Australia.

6. Ramadan and Rosh Hashanah have a feature in common. What is it?
7. Name three kinds of sweets eaten at the end of Ramadan.
8. Give two reasons why so many pastries and sweets are made at this time of the Muslim year.
9. Two examples are mentioned in the article of times when Jews and Muslims had good relations with each 

other. What are they?

Explanation and communication
10. Prepare a web page that explains how a ruler such as Suleiman the Magnificent was able to successfully 

rule such a vast empire. You will need to provide evidence from areas such as: military strategy and 
equipment; diplomacy; economy and trade; treatment of different cultures; the devshirme system.

SOURCE 2 

Sweet celebration of Ramadan
BY ANDREW WEST
Farouk El Bahsa multiplied his daily turnover tenfold yesterday, selling 40 000 pieces of maamoul, the 
traditional Lebanese sweet pastry that is distributed during festivities marking the end of the Muslim 
season of Ramadan.

Depending on which Islamic scholar you follow, yesterday was either the last day of Ramadan — the 
traditional month of fasting, prayer and reflection — or the day of the Eid, when Muslims celebrate the end 
of Ramadan.

Either way, it is a time of hospitality in most Muslim homes, when visitors are showered with a rich 
array of baklava, boukaj, semolina and cakes and biscuits.

At Mr El Bahsa’s bakery in Auburn there was a stream of people 
stocking up for parties, including many that will begin at sunrise today.

‘The hospitality is part of the culture,’ said Mr El Bahsa, who has 
been baking sweets for 50 years and opened his first shop in Redfern 
in 1974.

‘Today we will do 10 to 12 times the business we do most days of 
the year. But we are also working 20 times as hard.’

This year’s festival also coincides with the Jewish new year, known 
as Rosh Hashanah. Many Muslims point out that long before there was 
tension between  
the two faiths, Jews and Muslims were friends for centuries.

Jamila Hussain, a lecturer in Islamic law at the University of 
Technology, Sydney, said that interfaith relations with Jews were 
especially strong during the period known as La Convivencia, 
stretching from about 700 to 1492, when the Muslims ruled Spain, and 
Muslims, Jews and Catholics lived in a peaceful coexistence.

‘Later, when the Jews were expelled from Spain, they found homes, 
and also positions of great trust and influence, in Muslim north Africa 
and throughout the Ottoman empire,’ she said.

Mr El Bahsa, originally from Lebanon, believes Eid is a great time of 
openness for Islam but still allows himself a little competition.

‘The Greeks and the Turks, yes, they make good baklava, but not as 
good as the Lebanese. The Greeks use too much syrup.’

The Sydney Morning 
Herald, 1 October 2008

A bakery employee 
prepares pastries for 
Ramadan.
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