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456 Jacaranda Retroactive 1 NSW Australian curriculum History Stage 4

DEPTH STUDY 6: EXPANDING CONTACTS

TOPIC 6d
Aboriginal and indigenous 
peoples, colonisation 
and contact history

6d.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the concepts covered in this topic.

LEARNING SEQUENCE
6d.1 Overview 456
6d.2 Colonisation and contact 457
6d.3 Life before the Europeans 460
6d.4 Dispute and dispossession 464
6d.5 America’s Trail of Tears 466
6d.6 Australia’s first contact 470
6d.7 Aboriginal land, Dreaming and law 473
6d.8 Battling to survive 475
6d.9 Protected’ lives 477

6d.10 The colonial legacy 482
6d.11 Research project: The Lewis and Clark blog 484
6d.12 Review 486

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The nature of colonisation of one indigenous community such as North America, the Pacific region, China, 
Africa, South-east Asia or South Asia 6d.2, 6d.3, 6d.4

• The nature of contact following colonisation of the chosen indigenous people 6d.4, 6d.5
• The consequences of the colonisation of the chosen indigenous people 6d.2, 6d.4, 6d.5
• The nature of British colonisation of Australia 6d.6, 6d.7, 6d.8, 6d.9
• A comparison of the colonising movement 6d.10

6d.1.1 Introduction
For tens of thousands of years, many different groups of Aboriginal people lived on the Australian  continent. 
When Europeans arrived in 1788, the history of Australia’s indigenous people changed forever. European 
contact and colonisation began years of Aboriginal resistance to their loss of land and livelihood. By the 
end of the nineteenth century, Europeans had taken control and Aboriginal people were not even considered 
citizens of the land that had been theirs for countless generations. This story of the dispossession that came 
with European settlement and colonisation was repeated in many places around the world. In Africa, Asia 
and in the ‘New World’ of the Americas, contact and colonisation was to have a disastrous effect on the 
indigenous people and their way of life.
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6d.2 Colonisation and contact
6d.2.1 European rule
From the sixteenth century, powerful European countries began to establish their rule in parts of the world 
they had explored, invaded and conquered. There were various reasons given by Europeans for extending 
their control over foreign peoples and establishing colonies. European nations such as Germany, France, 
Spain, Portugal, Holland and Britain occupied and then settled foreign lands because of:
 • politics — colonies provided status, power and influence
 • religion — colonies provided an opportunity to spread Christianity
 • economics — colonies provided access to natural resources, goods for trade, new trade routes and 

markets.
Throughout history, different civilisations have extended their power and territory by taking land, and 

establishing settlements and governments to rule over conquered peoples. Early in the sixteenth century, 

Starter questions
1. In your own words, define the term first peoples.
2. In your own words, define the term heritage.
3. What is meant by the term conservation?
4. Colonialism occurs when one country gains a position of political power over another, and then takes control 

of government, the people and the resources. The European colonial period was the era from the 16th 
century to the middle of the 20th century. Match up the European  nations in the column below with the 
modern day countries or regions they controlled:

(a) France 1. Antigua, Bechuanaland, Fiji

 (b) Britain 2. Libya, Eritrea, Somaliland

 (c) Russia 3. Algeria, Polynesia, Guinea

 (d) Italy 4. Goa, Timor, Macau

 (e) Portugal 5. Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Altai

5. Contestability is an important concept in history. What does the word contestability in the study of 
history mean?

SOURCE 1 A friendly relationship between Indigenous Australians and European soldiers is illustrated in 
Panoramic view of King George’s Sound, part of the colony of Swan River, a hand-coloured print published in 
1834 by Robert Havell (1769–1832), based on sketches by Robert Dale (1812–1853).

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



458 Jacaranda Retroactive 1 NSW Australian curriculum History Stage 4

c06dAboriginalAndIndigenousPeoplesColonisationAndContactHistory.indd Page 458 17/07/17  7:22 AM

the British government pursued an ambitious colonial policy which encouraged explorers, adventurers and 
traders to seize foreign territory for Britain. Europeans justified colonisation by claiming that the native, 
or indigenous, people were backward. The European colonisers saw the way of life and cultural tradi-
tions of the original inhabitants as unproductive, and believed that the indigenous people were obstacles to 
development.

Europeans saw their world as the centre of civilisation and Christianity as the only true religion. Farmers 
and missionaries followed the explorers, and from this time the map of the modern world was drawn.

Nineteenth-century Australian colonial society built itself on a belief in the superiority of the white race. 
Europeans saw signs of their own ‘superiority’ in the construction of their grand buildings, towns and 
farms. Europeans believed that rule over other people and lands provided the most impressive evidence of 
European superiority.
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2  Yanomami
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  6  Ainu
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11  Dani
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  1  Mayans
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  4  Mohawks
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  6  Navajo
  7  Apaches
  8  Sioux
  9  Cheyenne
10  Yellowknife
11  Innu
12  Aleut

1  Bedouins
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SOURCE 1 Map of the world’s indigenous peoples

6d.2.2 Contact and colonisation in the Pacific
In 1513, a Spaniard named Nunez Balboa crossed the Atlantic Ocean to the isthmus, or narrow strip of 
land, that is Panama. This was the era of European discovery, and Balboa is credited as being the first Euro-
pean to gaze over the water of the Pacific Ocean. Seven years later, a Portuguese sailor named Magellan 
realised he had found the ‘great southern ocean’ when he sailed into its tranquil waters. He named it the 
Pacific Ocean.

The Pacific had been settled thousands of years before European exploration and colonisation. The 
remote Pacific islands were already home to people who practised agriculture and built canoes that could 
travel over vast distances. In Australia and the western Melanesian islands, hunters and gatherers lived off 
the rich natural resources of their land. On the other side of the great Pacific Ocean lay the continents of 
North and South America, which had been settled about 30  000 years before by people from Asia. Before 
Europeans came to the Pacific, many civilisations had already come and gone, and the ocean had witnessed 
thousands of years of human history.
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The impact of contact and colonisation
Colonialism was typically destructive for indigenous society because it resulted in discrimination, disad-
vantage, disease and a struggle for survival. Traditional ways of life, which had supported indigenous com-
munities for generations, came to an end when colonists took over the most productive land and pushed 
the indigenous people into harsh and inhospitable environments. Loss of land meant loss of livelihood, 
independence, culture and identity.

The European theft of the land was a 
huge blow to the people of the Pacific 
islands and Australia. Land, and the 
Pacific people’s link to it (see topic 5c), 
was central to culture because it had 
great religious and symbolic significance. 
The impact of losing the land became 
even worse when combined with Euro-
pean diseases, alcohol and exploitation.

Throughout the lands around and 
within the Pacific, white settlers came 
to dominate society, control the natural 
resources and determine the way the 
Pacific people governed themselves. A 
major decline in the population and a 
rapid breakdown of traditional culture 
was the sad experience shared by the 
people of the Pacific with other indige-
nous communities around the world.

SOURCE 2 Images of indigenous people from around the world

6d.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
Briefly explain why European powers established colonies and the impact of colonial power on indigenous peoples.

6d.2.3 Skill builder: Contestability - settlement or invasion
Historians often disagree about what happened in the past. Historical explanations are subjective, because 
the evidence of the past is incomplete. Historians form conclusions about what they think happened after they 
have studied and analysed all the available evidence. When history is discussed on the television and in the 
newspapers, it is often because historians are engaging in a debate about the nature and significance of past 
events. Historians disagree and ‘contest’ different interpretations and individual understandings of the meaning 
of evidence, events or issues. Debates and discussions help historians to develop their understanding of history 
and arrive at what they believe to be the truth.

Throughout this topic you will be studying the nature, consequences and legacy of colonisation for the 
indigenous peoples of Australia and North America. As you go through the primary and secondary source 
material, you will find many areas of contestability, or debate. You will engage in historical debates; such as 
whether the period of colonial Australia is a history of invasion or peaceful settlement and whether colonial 
treatment of indigenous people is a history of ‘protection’ or exploitation. You will also see how the history of 
Native American people since contact with Europeans can be seen as a story of terrible loss or remarkable 
triumph. As you go through this topic, try to identify all the issues, sources and events of contestability. At the 
conclusion of the topic, conduct a class debate on the following subject: History is how historians interpret the 
past, rather than what really happened.
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6d.3 Life before the Europeans
6d.3.1 Early human settlement
There are many similarities between the early human settlement of the Americas and the early human 
settlement of Australia. People were able to move into new areas from parts of Asia because the Ice Ages 
caused vast areas of water to freeze and the water level of the oceans dropped. This created ‘bridges’ 
between lands that had been separated. The exposed strip of land that joined north-east Asia and North 
America has been named Beringia, after the Bering Strait which now separates Siberia from Alaska.

The process of human settlement in the Americas may have started 30  000 years ago or even earlier. By 
9000 BC, indigenous Americans occupied sites stretching from the Arctic Circle in the north to the south-
ernmost regions of South America. Many cultures developed in the various regions of the Americas. These 
cultures developed in different ways.

6d.3.2 The first Americans
Before the arrival of Europeans in North America, 
the Indians had developed different ways of living 
that were influenced by the environment in which 
they lived. Indian communities were located in three 
main regions:
 • the eastern woodlands and coastal regions
 • the great plains of the centre
 • the south-west.

Eastern woodlands and coastal regions
The Indians living on the east coast and in the wood-
lands of North America developed a distinctive way 
of life, using the resources available to them. The 
rivers and the seas were their highways for trade and 
communication, and the trees and animals were their 
major source of supplies. For most of the year the 
climate was mild. It could often be hot and humid 
in summer. Winter brought snow, which could make 
travel difficult. The plentiful resources for most of 
the year and the enforced leisure of a snowbound 
winter combined to encourage the development of a 
rich cultural life.

Nature provided what the eastern coast and wood-
land Indians required:
•  They grew crops of corn, pumpkin, sunflowers and beans, and collected berries and herbs in the forests.
•  They hunted deer for their meat and skin. Deerskin was the basis of most of their clothes, with cloaks 

of bear or beaver fur also worn during winter.
•  They used wood extensively. Birchbark or dugout canoes were the main form of transport, while 

hickory was used for bows and viburnum for arrows.
The vast forests of elm trees supplied the materials for houses and the surrounding stockades. The  woodland 

Indians built permanent homes with frames of elm saplings, which were then covered in sheafs of elm bark. 
In summer the bark would be removed from the walls to allow ventilation, while in winter they would line 
the walls with skins and furs to keep in the warmth. These homes were known as longhouses because of 
their shape. They had a central corridor along which fires were placed at regular intervals. The families either 
side of the corridor would share the fire between them. People slept around the walls on benches. Each clan 

SOURCE 1 A painting of Roanoke Indians at work, 
by one of the first Europeans to visit the east coast 
of the present-day United States

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 6d Aboriginal and indigenous peoples, colonisation and contact history 461

c06dAboriginalAndIndigenousPeoplesColonisationAndContactHistory.indd Page 461 17/07/17  7:22 AM

had its own longhouse and all the families in that clan, or totem, 
shared the building. 

 The longhouses were managed by the women of the tribe. When 
a man was married, he would go to live in his wife’s longhouse. 
The women would meet and decide who would be the leader of 
the clan (usually a male) but if they disagreed with his decisions 
they were able to replace him with someone else.  

 The plains Indians 
 Very few Indians lived in the plains region of America before the 
coming of the Europeans. Most lived in the more fertile regions of 
the eastern woodlands or the west coast. A few lived in villages 
along the edge of the plains, where they grew maize, pumpkins and 
beans. Occasionally they could supplement their diet with  buffalo 
meat. The Indians had no horses before the  eighteenth century, so 
hunting was very diffi cult and was done on foot. Men would cover 
themselves with buffalo skins in an attempt to get close enough to 
make a kill. When they moved in search of buffalo in summer, they 
rolled up their  tepees  and attached them to two long poles, which 
were then dragged by a dog. 

 Two factors changed the plains Indian life: 
 •    the introduction of the horse into New Mexico by the Spanish in the 1590s. Indians acquired the horses 

by trade, by stealing and from the herds of wild horses that had escaped from the European settlements. 
The horse greatly increased the success of buffalo hunting.  

 •    the movement into the plains of woodland Indians, forced off their land by the Europeans.    

  SOURCE 2  A 1586 painting of 
a woodland Secotan village, by 
John White  

Pelt: clothing
and blankets

 

Horns:
toys,
decorations,
cutlery,
cooking
utensils
and cups

Tongue: food

Manure: fuel
(also known as
buffalo chips)

Meat: eaten cooked, dried
(for the winter) or raw

Untanned skins: harnesses, belts, rope
ties, string, shields and bags
Tanned skins: moccasins, clothing, tent
covers, bags, dolls and saddle blankets

Tendons:
sewing thread
and bowstrings

Bones:
sewing needles,
arrowheads, saddle
frames, sledge
runners, knives
and tools

Tail: decorations
and �y swat

Hair: pillow and saddle
stuf�ng, clothing
decorations and rope

Fat: used for
cooking and to
make soap

Brain: for
tanning hide

Skull:
religious
rituals

Stomach:
buckets and
cooking pots 

 

Hooves: glue and tools

 

  SOURCE 4  The buffalo was the key to survival for the plains 
Indians.  

  SOURCE 3  Black Elk, a holy man of the 
Oglala Sioux, was born in 1863. Here he 
describes the importance of the circle in 
Sioux culture. 

 My friend, I am going to tell you the story 
of my life. It is the story of all life that is 
holy and is good to tell, and of us two-
leggeds sharing it with the four-leggeds 
and the wings of the air — all green things; 
for these are children of one mother (the 
Earth) and their father is one spirit. 

 You have noticed that everything an 
Indian does is in a circle and that is 
because the Power of the World always 
works in circles. The sky is round and I 
have heard that the Earth is round like 
a ball. The wind, in its greatest power, 
whirls. Birds make their nests in circles. 
Even the seasons form a great circle and 
always come back again to where they 
were. The life of a man is a circle from 
childhood to childhood. Our tepees were 
round like the nests of the birds and these 
were always set in a circle. 

 J. G. Neihardt (ed.),  Black Elk Speaks , 
Abacus/Sphere Books, 1974, pp. 13, 19. 
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The buffalo was a central part of the plains Indians’ culture. It featured in ceremonies, dances and  various 
rituals. The Sioux were just one of many tribes who based their lives around the herds.

The Sioux divided tasks between the sexes. Women were responsible for cooking, for cleaning and 
treating of the buffalo hides, and for making clothes. Preparing buffalo hides was an important and time- 
consuming task that needed to be done 
soon after buffalo were killed. Several 
women often worked together to com-
plete this task.

The man’s primary role was to hunt. 
This was very dangerous, as animals 
like buffalo could run faster than a man, 
were often taller and could weigh well 
over a tonne. They could easily kill the 
inexperienced, unskilled or unlucky 
warrior. As a result, there were many 
more women than men in most Sioux 
villages, so a warrior often had more 
than one wife. It was the husband’s 
responsibility to provide buffalo or 
other animals to feed, clothe and house 
his wives and children. A skilled hunter 
might have as many as five wives.

RETROFILE
The tepees built by the plains Indians were made from the hides of approximately 12 buffalo.

Indians of the south-west
The pueblo Indians lived in a high, desert-like environment. In summer it was extremely hot and dry, while 
in winter there was usually heavy snowfall due to the altitude. Because of the lack of rainfall for most of 
the year, it was important for the people who lived in this area to find a way to store the melted winter snow 
for the rest of the year.

The major pueblo tribes were the Anasazi, Hopi and Zuni, and towards the end of the European Middle 
Ages these tribes were joined in the high desert by the Apache and the Navajo.

The harsh desert climate encouraged people to establish stable, settled communities called pueblos. 
They dammed the melting snow and used it to irrigate crops such as corn, beans and pumpkins. They 
supplemented these staples with animals such as buffalo, which were hunted when they wandered into the 
region. Tribes such as the Hopi made good use of their native plant, the cactus, which provided a store of 
precious liquid for the thirsty traveller. The juice was fermented and used to make a potent alcoholic drink, 
while the ‘meat’ of the cacti, peeled and preserved, was one of their favourite foods.

The Indians of the south-west developed a unique way of life in response to the challenges of their envi-
ronment. Their communities featured:

 • houses mainly dug out of the ground, with strong roofs for protection from the heat and cold.

 • storage houses built above the ground and later converted into communal housing areas

 • external wooden ladders used to get from one building level to the next

 • large communal ovens for baking bread

 • underground pit houses that served as religious centres, known as kivas — used for religious rituals, 
teaching, and meeting places

SOURCE 5 The Sioux homes were called tepees. This picture 
was painted by Karl Bodmer in 1833.
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The midday summer heat and the long, snowbound winters gave the pueblo Indians much leisure time. 
Crafts flourished and became an important part of community life. The Indians of the pueblos are famous 
for their pottery, basket weaving, richly coloured cotton clothing and blankets, and fine jewellery.

6d.3.3 The first Europeans
By approximately 1000 CE, Vikings from northern Europe had established small communities and explored 
along the coastline of the Labrador Sea, in modern Canada. The settlements did not develop into permanent 
homes and were established mainly for the cutting of timber and collection of furs. Ongoing trade between 
North American Indians and the Vikings is believed to have continued for as long as 400 years. North 
America, known as Vinland, is referred to in twelfth-century Viking stories. Proof of Viking journeys to 
North America was established in the 1960s when the archaeological remains of a Viking settlement were 
found in Newfoundland at L’Anse aux Meadows. In 2012, archaeologists found further evidence of Viking 
outposts.

The Viking settlements of North America were temporary. Viking settlers perished in the harsh environ-
ment or returned to northern Europe. It would be another 500 years before Europeans would again attempt 
to build permanent settlements in North America.

RETROFILE
The indigenous people of the far north of America were known as the Inuit. They built their homes out of blocks 
of ice in winter. In summer they used soil, wood and whale bone.

6d.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Copy and complete the following table, to show the differences between the lives and communities of 

Indians on the west coast, plains and east coast.

2. Indians made use of a variety of natural resources. Find one use for each of the following materials:
(a) cactus plants
(b) buffalo horns
(c) wood from the hickory tree.

Develop source skills
3. Refer to SOURCE 1.

(a) What two different ways of catching fish are shown in the picture?
(b) How many different fish can you identify in the picture? What does this suggest to you about the 

Indians’ diet?

West coast Plains East coast

Environment

Main foods

Housing

Activities
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6d.4 Dispute and dispossession
6d.4.1 The Europeans in North America
The French
In sixteenth-century Europe, there were many stories about the riches available to explorers in the Amer-
icas. Jacques Cartier began the French wave of interest, making voyages of exploration in 1534 and 1543. 
He quickly discovered the Indians of the north did not have gold and silver as the Aztecs and Incas did, 
but they had another sort of treasure. The woodland and coastal Indians he met lived in forests whose 
trees were a valuable resource. The forests also teemed with animals whose fur was highly valued in 
Europe. The rivers and oceans had an abundance of fish which, when dried, were a popular food source. 
For a trader, these natural resources represented great riches. The first French settlement was established at 
Quebec in 1608.

The English
In 1497, only five years after Columbus had made his voyage of discovery to the ‘New World’, Henry VII 
of England sent an Italian explorer, Giovanni Caboto (the English called him John Cabot), on a voyage to 
find a way to Asia around the top of North America. A century later, in the reign of James I, the first suc-
cessful colonies were established. In 1606, King James I set up two trading companies, based in the two 
English cities of London and Plymouth.

The London Company established 
Jamestown in Virginia in 1607. At the 
same time, the British government adopted 
a policy of unrestricted immigration to 
their American colonies. Settlers were 
therefore encouraged to go to America 
for the business opportunities and the 
 independence that the new land offered.

In the earliest years of contact, the Euro-
peans and Indians were on equal terms. 
The Europeans had superior weapons but 
were in a strange land. The Europeans 
traded their cloth, metal tools and utensils 
to obtain Indian food and valuable goods 
such as beaver and raccoon skins. During 
this early period, many treaties were signed 
between Europeans and Indian nations.

4. Refer to SOURCE 2. What image of Indian life in a woodland village is shown in the source? Describe the way 
of life.

5. Refer to SOURCE 3. Find eight examples of ‘circles’ that Black Elk found in the world around him.
6. Refer to SOURCE 4 to answer the following questions.

(a) What parts of the buffalo were used for clothes?
(b) What parts of the buffalo were eaten?
(c) What were ‘buffalo chips’ and what were they used for?

7. Refer to SOURCE 5 to answer the following questions.
(a) The Indian homes are called tepees. From what materials do they appear to be made?
(b) What would be the advantages and disadvantages of this type of shelter?
(c) There is another structure on the right-hand side of the picture. What do you think it was for?

SOURCE 1 Engraving showing native Americans trading furs 
with Europeans exploring the New World
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6d.4.2 The Seven Years War
In 1756 the British and French began a battle for territory and power in the world beyond Europe. During 
the Seven Years War, also known as the French and Indian War, Britain gained control of India and of 
French territory in North America. The territory lost by the French included Canada and all land east of the 
Mississippi River. The war came to an end in 1763 with the signing of an agreement called the Treaty of 
Paris. This treaty began the nation building that shaped modern North America.

6d.4.3 American independence
Under the leadership of General George  Washington, 
13 North American colonies of Britain declared them-
selves to be ‘free and  independent states’. In 1783, 
Britain was forced to formally recognise the Amer-
ican Revolution and the  independence of the colonies. 
George Washington was unanimously elected as the 
first  president of the United States of America, the 
head of a  government composed entirely of white 
men. Under the slogan manifest destiny, the expan-
sion of white settlement in North America began. The 
term expressed the settlers’ belief in the destiny of 
their new nation and in their duty to colonise.

In 1867, the four British colonies of Canada became 
independent when Britain granted them home rule.

6d.4.4 Traders, trappers and treaties
By the beginning of the nineteenth century, about four million Europeans had arrived in North America. 
Most of them lived along North America’s eastern coast and around the Great Lakes in Canada.

In 1804, the third president of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, sent army officers Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark on an expedition to open up the west.

Trappers and traders were the first to follow, and then came thousands of families in packed wagons. The 
settlers undertook a treacherous journey over the Appalachian Mountains then across the Great Plains to 
Oregon and California. So many went west that their route became known as the Oregon and California trails.

In America, the frontier continued to expand across the traditional homes and hunting grounds of Indians. 
Between 1816 and 1821, six new western states were created. White settlers outnumbered Native Ameri-
cans, so farmers, miners, cattlemen and the US cavalry pushed Indians further from their homelands. The 
advance of white settlement was swift. As quickly as new treaties were negotiated with Indian tribes, they 
were broken by the demands of white settlers for land. In the Ohio Valley alone, Indians lost 40 million 
hectares of land to white settlement between 1801 and 1810.

SOURCE 2 In 1872, the American artist John 
Gast expressed the nineteenth-century image of 
American achievement in the west.

SOURCE 3 Chief Tecumseh of the Shawnee asked the King of Great Britain to prevent expansion of white 
settlement. Tecumseh had allied his people with the British against the American settlers during the 1775–83 
American Revolution.

Father, listen to your children! You have them now all before you. The war before this, our British father gave the 
hatchet to his red children, when old chiefs were alive. They are now dead …

Listen! When war was declared, our father stood up and gave us the tomahawk, and told us that he was 
ready to strike the Americans; that he wanted our assistance, and that he would certainly get us our lands back, 
which the Americans had taken from us.

Listen! You told us, at that time, to bring forward our families to this place, and we did so — and you 
promised to take care of them …

F. Moore (ed.), American Eloquence, New York, 1864, in H. S. Commager and A. Nevins (eds), 
The Heritage of America, Little Brown, Boston, 1943, pp. 237–8.
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6d.5 America’s Trail of Tears
6d.5.1 Life on the reservation
In 1825, the government responded to pressure from white settlers by adopting a policy of forced removal 
of Indian communities from land previously granted to them in the eastern states. The government offered 
a permanent home for Indians on land west of the Missouri River, and forced native communities to accept 
life on the new reservations. Indians were expected to abandon the old ways and adapt to the European way 
of life by becoming farmers. They were granted land that had not been taken by white settlers because it was 
too remote or inhospitable. Reservation land was usually poor land for agriculture and so was unable to pro-
vide sufficient crop yields. Government supplies were essential for the survival of Indians on this land. In 
1831, the Indian reservations were already being described as ‘communities dependent on the United States’.

6d.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. True or false?

(a) The early years of contact between Europeans and Indians involved constant warfare.
(b) Timber was a valuable resource for European traders.
(c) The Seven Years War began in 1756 and was fought between the French and the British.
(d) Britain recognised the independence of the American colonies in 1783.
(e) The term manifest destiny expressed the belief that the North American continent should be shared by 

Europeans and Indians.

Develop source skills
2. Describe what is happening in SOURCE 1 and what you think it communicates about the relationship 

between European settlers and the Indians.
3. Read SOURCE 3 and explain why Tecumseh is prepared to ally his people with the British.
4. How has the artist of SOURCE 2 depicted white settlement of North America?

SOURCE 1 The plains Indian leader White Eagle (who died in 1879) described the removal of Native American 
communities from their land and the loss of life that followed.

The soldiers came to the borders of the village and forced us across the Niobrara to the other side, just as one 
would drive a herd of ponies; and the soldiers pushed us on until we came to the Platte River. They drove us 
on … just as if we were a herd of ponies, and I said, ‘If I have to go, I’ll go to that land. Let the soldiers go away, 
our women are afraid of them.’ And so I reached the Warm Land. We found the land there was bad and we were 
dying one after another, and we said, ‘What man will take pity on us?’ And our animals died. Oh, it was very 
hot. ‘This land is truly sickly, and we’ll be apt to die here and we hope the Great Father will take us back again.’ 
That is what we said. There were one hundred of us died there.

North American Indians, Chartwell Books, New Jersey, 1992, p. 108.

6d.5.2 Losing the land
The discovery of gold in Georgia in 1829 sparked the first gold rush in American history. Settlers and 
 prospectors invaded Cherokee lands in their quest for wealth. The rush overwhelmed the Cherokee. The 
 settlers used this as an opportunity to increase their efforts to cancel Indian land ownership rights and remove 
the Cherokee from their traditional homes. During the 1830s, cholera and measles epidemics took thousands 
of Indian lives when they swept through communities already exhausted by dispossession and poverty.
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The Cherokee appealed to the government to honour the land agreements already made. President Andrew 
Jackson rejected their claim for protection. The white settlers of Georgia held lotteries to divide the tradi-
tional Cherokee territory because they were certain the government would order Indian removal. In 1838 a 
community of 15 000 Cherokee began the walk west from Georgia to the new Indian territory, located in 
present-day Oklahoma. Over 4000 members of the community died from starvation and disease along the 
way. In the Cherokee language the event was known as Nunna Dual Isunyi, ‘the trail where they cried’.

SOURCE 2 Extract from President Andrew Jackson’s Seventh Annual Message to Congress, December 1835. 
President Jackson’s Indian removal policy forced the Cherokee off their homeland east of the Mississippi River.

The plan of removing the aboriginal people who yet remain within the settled portions of the United States to 
the country west of the Mississippi River approaches its consummation … All preceding experiments for the 
improvement of the Indians have failed. It seems now to be an established fact that they can not live in contact 
with a civilized community and prosper. Ages of fruitless endeavors have at length brought us to a knowledge 
of this principle of intercommunication with them. The past we can not recall, but the future we can provide 
for. Independently of the treaty stipulations into which we have entered with the various tribes for the [property] 
rights they have ceded to us, no one can doubt the moral duty of the Government of the United States to 
protect and … preserve and perpetuate the scattered remnants of this race which are left within our borders. In 
the discharge of this duty an extensive region in the West has been assigned for their permanent residence. It 
has been divided into districts and allotted among them. Many have already removed and others are preparing 
to go, and with the exception of two small bands living in Ohio and Indiana … and of the Cherokees, all the 
tribes on the east side of the Mississippi, and extending from Lake Michigan to Florida, have entered into 
engagements which will lead to their transplantation.

Soldiers

Note the
historical detail:

covered wagons.

Note the image
of women

bowed down
and clutching
child’s hand,

emphasising the
vulnerability of

the Indians.

Note the colour
and tone of
the painting,
which creates
an atmosphere
of doom and
despair.

Note the
posture of �gure
in the foreground,
representing
fatigue and cold.

SOURCE 3 Painting The Trail of Tears, 1942, by Robert Lindneux (1871–1970)

Subject Note the date — painted 
100 years after the event.

Creator

One by one the tribes of the eastern states were removed to reservations on the Great Plains. By 1840 
over 90  000 people from tribes such as the Delaware, Ottawa and Pawnee had been pushed west at the 
point of a gun. The tribes who now shared this land were not one people; they spoke many languages and 
they had diverse cultural traditions and religious rituals. The once proudly independent Indian nations were 
forced to live behind an imaginary line called the Permanent Indian Frontier.
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6d.5.3 Treaties and betrayal
Up until the middle of the nineteenth century, the great plains of America remained Indian territory. White 
settlers regarded this land as good hunting grounds, but too harsh for agriculture.

In 1851, ten thousand plains Indians, representing nine Indian nations, gathered at Fort Laramie to 
 witness the signing of a treaty between the Indians and the US government. In the treaty, the Indians 
agreed that the government could have limited access to Indian territory for the construction of roads and 
military bases and guaranteed safe passage for the wagon trains carrying settlers moving to the American 
 north-west. In return, the US government promised to give Indians protection and financial assistance, 
 protection and control of the Great Plains ‘for as long as the river flows and the eagle flies’.

Trail of Tears national historic trail: Land route Water route Other major routes
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SOURCE 4 Map showing the ‘Trail of Tears’ routes taken by the Cherokee people as they moved west from 
Georgia to Oklahoma

SOURCE 5 An eyewitness account of the Trail of Tears by John Burnett, an interpreter for the US army

I saw the helpless Cherokees arrested and dragged from their homes, and driven at the bayonet point into the 
stockades. And in the chill of a drizzling rain on an October morning I saw them loaded like cattle or sheep into 
six hundred and forty-five wagons and started toward the west.

One can never forget the sadness and solemnity of that morning. Chief John Ross led in prayer and when the 
bugle sounded and the wagons started rolling many of the children rose to their feet and waved their little hands 
good-by to their mountain homes, knowing they were leaving them forever. Many of these helpless people did 
not have blankets and many of them had been driven from home barefooted.

On the morning of November the 17th we encountered a terrific sleet and snow storm with freezing 
temperatures and from that day until we reached the end of the fateful journey on March the 26th, 1839, the 
sufferings of the Cherokees were awful. The trail of the exiles was a trail of death. They had to sleep in the 
wagons and on the ground without fire. And I have known as many as twenty-two of them to die in one night of 
pneumonia due to ill treatment, cold, and exposure …

… The long painful journey to the west ended March 26th, 1839, with four-thousand silent graves reaching 
from the foothills of the Smoky Mountains to what is known as Indian territory in the West. And covetousness 
on the part of the white race was the cause of all that the Cherokees had to suffer.
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6d.5.4 Fighting on the frontier
Gold was found in California in 1848. It attracted thousands of new settlers seeking their fortune. In the 
spring of 1850, fifty thousand settlers moved through the state of Oregon on their way to California, leaving 
a trail of dead buffalo and cholera.

In 1859, more gold was discovered in the Colorado Mountains, near territory granted to the Arapahos and 
the Cheyenne. Agreements made with Indians were quickly forgotten, and the US government advanced 
the western frontier by bringing the state of Colorado into the Union. Fierce fighting was inevitable as 
treaties were broken and Native Americans were forced off their land again. The US army moved savagely 
against Indians who did not stay on their reservations.

In 1864, Colonel John Chivington led a regiment of 1000 men against the Cheyenne people and their 
chief, Black Kettle. On the morning of November 29, Chivington ordered his troops to attack an unarmed 
Cheyenne village. The Sand Creek Massacre, as it became known, resulted in the death and mutilation of 
an estimated 200 Cheyenne, mainly women and children. Reports of a massacre of a Cheyenne community 
united the Arapahos, Comanches and Sioux. Indian attacks on settlers and mail coaches increased during 
the following months. The next two decades saw almost continual warfare between Europeans and Native 
Americans.

SOURCE 6 The Cheyenne tried to live according to the government’s instructions and even spoke against 
going to war against the settlers. Little Wolf of the Northern Cheyennes (who died in 1879) spoke of the brutality 
of colonial expansion.

We have been south and suffered a great deal down there. Many have died of diseases which we have no name 
for. Our hearts looked and longed for this country where we were born. There are only a few of us left, and we 
only wanted a little ground, where we could live. We left our lodges standing, and ran away in the night. The 
troops followed us. I rode out and told the troops we did not want to fight; we only wanted to go north, and 
if they would let us alone we would kill no one. The only reply we got was a volley. After that we had to fight 
our way, but we killed none who did not fire at us first. My brother, Dull Knife, took one-half of the band and 
surrendered near Fort Robinson … They gave up their guns, and then the whites killed them all.

North American Indians, Chartwell Books, New Jersey, 1992, p. 105.

Buffalo
The fate of the American buffalo (or bison) is a symbol of the destruction of the traditional Indian life-
style. The plains Indians had followed the buffalo herds and relied on them for food, shelter and clothing. 
 European colonisation provided plains Indians with the chance to trade buffalo for guns, tobacco and 
whiskey. By the 1840s, traders were shipping 100  000 buffalo hides every year to the eastern states.

In the mid nineteenth century, 
there were still about 50  million 
buffalo roaming free. By the 
1870s, professional hunters with 
long-range rifles joined the Indians 
in the killing of buffalo. They were 
mowing down three million buf-
falo a year. By 1883, the mighty 
buffalo herds of the south were 
extinct and in the north only 200 
buffalo were counted. The loss of 
the buffalo sealed the fate of tradi-
tional Native American life.

SOURCE 7 A photograph of 40  000 buffalo hides stacked high in 
Dodge City, Kansas, in 1874
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6d.6 Australia’s first contact
6d.6.1 Early visitors
For hundreds of years, Aboriginal communities living along Australia’s northern coastline had contact with 
Torres Strait Islander and Macassan (eastern Indonesian) fishermen.

6d.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Match the events in column A with the descriptions in column B.

2. Explain why Native American communities were described as ‘dependent on the United States’ as early 
as 1831.

3. Consider what was agreed to at Fort Laramie in 1851 and then explain why this did not end fighting on 
the frontier.

Develop source skills
4. How does SOURCE 1 explain the claim that Native Americans were becoming a people who were 

‘dependent’ on government handouts?
5. List the main sources of evidence from this chapter supporting the claim that contact with Europeans had a 

disastrous effect on the Native American way of life.
6. Using the information from the sources, draw a mind map showing the factors leading to the destruction of 

traditional Indian life.
7. Working in small groups, analyse SOURCES 2 and 5 by answering the following questions:

• What is the source?
• When was the source written and who wrote it?
• Who was the audience the source was written for?
• Why do you think the source was written?
• What are three points being made in each source?
• What evidence does the source provide to explain how and why the Indians were dispossessed of their 

land, and what the impact of contact and colonisation was on the indigenous people of North America?
8. Using the information provided in the sources, write a letter to President Andrew Jackson expressing an 

Indian response to ‘the plan of removing the aboriginal people who yet remain within the settled portions of 
the United States’.

9. This topic explores the impact of colonisation on indigenous peoples. Using SOURCE 7 as your starting 
point, explain what colonisation did to the way of life and culture of the Indians of North America.

Research and communicate
10. Write a news story covering the journey of the Cherokee nation as they walked west on their Trail of Tears. 

In your story, refer to accounts from eyewitnesses, such as the following by a soldier from Georgia: ‘I fought 
through the war between the states and have seen many men shot, but the Cherokee removal was the 
cruellest work I ever knew.’

Column A Column B

1. The gold rush of 1829 a. Left a trail of dead buffalo and cholera

2. The relocation of the Cherokee b. Was at Fort Laramie for the purpose of a treaty signing

3. The line marking Indian land c. Known as Nunna Dual Isunyi

4. The gold rush of 1848 d. Known as the Permanent Indian Frontier

5. The 1851 plains Indians gathering e. Used as an opportunity to occupy Indian land
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 In 1606, on a ship 
named the  Duyfken , 
Dutch sailors recorded 
the sighting of the Aus-
tralian mainland. The 
Dutch were not inter-
ested in establishing a 
 colony  on the large arid 
land, because they found 
nothing of particular 
value to trade or conquer. 

 William Dampier was 
the fi rst English person 
to visit Australian shores, 
landing on the west coast 
of Australia. He pub-
lished an account of his 
journey in 1697. In  A 
New Voyage Round the 
World , Dampier sug-
gested that the coast of 
New Holland was worth 
further exploration.  

 Captain Cook 
 In April 1770, Captain 
Cook sailed his vessel, the 
Endeavour , into the Bay of Gamay and disembarked on the land 
of the Eora and Dharawal people. It had been a wet autumn and 
water was in good supply. Cook spent a week gathering plant 
specimens and noting the potential of the region for farming and 
agriculture.  

 On 7 May, the  Endeavour  set sail again, with Cook 
recording the name of the land as Botany Bay. James Cook 
believed the east coast of Australia was important enough to 
claim for King George III. He named this land New South 
Wales. 

 In August 1770, the  Endeavour  sailed into the Torres Strait. 
Captain Cook recorded in his journal his encounter with 
‘Indians’ armed with bows and arrows and men wearing large 
breastplates made of the pearl of oyster shells. Cook placed 
the Torres Strait on British maps and claimed the islands for 
King George III. 

 ‘Land belonging to no-one’ 
 James Cook claimed the land for the British crown under the European law of  terra nullius , a Latin 
term meaning ‘land belonging to no-one’. According to eighteenth-century British law, a land that had 
no owner could be lawfully taken over by the people of another land. This concept had helped European 
powers to justify occupying the lands of people who were not Christian. Cook noted the  campfi res of 

N0 250 500 km

Tasman 1642

Cook 1770

Hartog 1616

Pelsaert 1629

Tasman 1644
Dampier 1699

Houtman 1618

  SOURCE 1  A map showing some of the paths of the explorers who reached 
Australia, 1606–1770  

  SOURCE 2  The great navigator and 
explorer of the Pacifi c, James Cook 
(1728–79)  
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Aboriginal communities as he sailed the length of the east coast, but he did not see European-style farming 
or ‘fix’d habitations’. To the British, therefore, the land was not occupied. Without any agreement from the 
 indigenous people, Cook claimed possession of the continent.

According to British law, if Australia was bought or conquered, the British would have to recognise the 
indigenous people’s rights to the land. (In 1763, the British government had recognised the principle of 
native title with the declaration that native Americans owned their traditional hunting grounds.) Granting 
native title in Australia would have provided legal recognition of the existence of indigenous people’s law 
and land ownership before European settlement in 1788. In denying the existence of the Australian Aborig-
inal people, Britain denied Aboriginal people the right to negotiate treaties or claim ownership of the land.

6d.6.2 British settlement
The first British settlers arrived in Australia in January 1788 under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip, 
who was named Governor of the new colony. Their settlement was established on the land of the Gadigal 
people. When the governor fired a salute to King George III of Great Britain and named the settlement after 
the British Home Secretary, Lord Sydney, the dispossession of the Aboriginal people began. The Gadigal 
people did not know that with the arrival of the First Fleet in Sydney they had just been made British sub-
jects, that all their land had been declared British territory, or that they would now be expected to obey the 
laws of Great Britain.

The arrival of the British began the process that saw the Gadigal lose their lands and their self-sufficient 
hunting-and-gathering way of life. Aboriginal communities had lived well on the harbour’s fish, oysters, 
mussels and cockles. The foreshores provided plentiful vegetables, grubs, possums, wombats and kanga-
roos. Contact with the British brought:
 • fatal European diseases
 • competition for clean water and food sources
 • destruction of the natural environment as the new colonists cut down trees and polluted waterholes
 • desecration of sacred sites
 • loss of land and property such as spears and fishing lines.

Governor Phillip was under British orders to establish good relations with the indigenous people, so he 
commanded that ‘the natives should not be offended or molested on any account’. There were early attempts 
at establishing friendly relationships. However, these attempts began to fail when the clash over land and 
culture began.

SOURCE 3 A painting by the convict artist Thomas 
Watling, titled A native going to fish with a torch and 
flambeaux while his wife and children are cooking fish for 
their supper, c.1788–95

SOURCE 4 Lieutenant William Bradley’s 1788 
journal entry records his observation of the 
movements of the Port Jackson and Botany 
Bay people.

In the course of the last month, the Natives 
appear to be very numerous & the Fish to 
come in great quantities into the Harbour, 
from which circumstances I still support 
the opinion of their not having any fixed 
residence & that the Fish as well as 
considerable part of the Natives incline to the 
N’ ward during the Winter.

Extract from A Voyage to NSW: the 
Journal of Lieutenant William Bradley R.N. 

of HMS Sirius 1786–92, reproduced from 
original manuscript by the Library of New 

South Wales and Ure Smith, Sydney, 1969.
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6d.7 Aboriginal land, Dreaming and law
6d.7.1 The Dreaming
Indigenous people all around the world have a very close relationship to the land. The existence of 
 indigenous communities depended on a close understanding of the seasons, the landforms and the types 
of foods available at different times and places. Because the land provided everything, indigenous people 
had to understand its different moods and protect it. In a society without writing, this knowledge and 
 understanding was passed on through stories, song cycles, ceremonies, laws, dance and art.

Today, the closest English word for this knowledge is the Dreaming, but each indigenous language 
group had its own word. Before British colonisation there were about 260 major Aboriginal language 
groups across Australia. Each  language group had its own customs, laws and sacred sites that formed 

6d.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Explain the meaning of the term terra nullius.
2. Using the information from the text, write a short response to Cook explaining why he was incorrect in 

declaring the land terra nullius.

Develop source skills
3. Refer to the map in SOURCE 1.

(a) Which European explorer is credited with being the first to step on Australian soil?
(b) Which part of the Australian coastline did Europeans first explore?
(c) Explain why Van Diemen’s Land was renamed Tasmania in 1856.
(d) Where did Cook’s voyage of discovery take him and why do you think it was regarded as such a 

remarkable achievement?

SOURCE 1 A photo of indigenous art on a rock wall in the Kakadu region of the Northern Territory
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its own Dreaming. The Dreaming 
of a particular group related to its 
 traditional lands, explaining:
 • key features of their world and 

how it came to be
 • the particular significance of 

sacred sites
 • the laws and the rules governing 

how people should behave
 • kinship relationships determining 

the obligations people had to 
each other

 • the rituals and ceremonies that 
needed to be observed.
The land also connected the 

indigenous people with their ances-
tral beings. Each group’s Dreaming 
told of how the ancestor spirits 
emerged from the ground, sky and 
seas. Many could change their form, 
from human to plant or animal. As 
they journeyed over what was then a 
flat land, they created both the land-
scape features and all life forms.

Indigenous people believe that, as 
descendants of the ancestral beings 
who created their land, they have 
a duty to care for the sacred places 
on their land that house their ances-
tors, or are the site of important 
Dreaming events. Links with their 
ancestors are preserved by:
 • caring for the land and for living things
 • carrying out certain rituals and ceremonies
 • passing on Dreaming secrets to the next 

generation.

Keeping the knowledge
Passing on practical and spiritual knowledge from 
one generation to the next was very important in 
Aboriginal society. Children gained a general 
spiritual knowledge by listening to stories told by 
their elders and by attending those corroborees 
and ceremonies that were open to everyone. Chil-
dren also learned about survival when they went 
with their parents and the rest of the group to col-
lect food. Some spiritual knowledge was so impor-
tant that it could not be passed on until children 
became adults.

SOURCE 2 The following Dreaming story is told by Aunty Beryl 
Carmichael, from the Ngiyaampaa people of western New South 
Wales. It tells the story of Ngiyaampaa country and how the Darling 
River was created.

Now long, long time ago of course, in the beginning, when there was 
no people, no trees, no plants whatever on this land, ‘Guthi-guthi’, 
the spirit of our ancestral being, he lived up in the sky.

So he came down and he wanted to create the special land for 
people and animals and birds to live in.

So Guthi-guthi came down and he went on creating the land for 
the people — after he’d set the borders in place and the sacred 
sites, the birthing places of all the Dreamings, where all our 
Dreamings were to come out of.

Guthi-guthi put one foot on Gunderbooka Mountain and another 
one at Mt Grenfell.

And he looked out over the land and he could see that the land 
was bare. There was no water in sight, there was nothing growing. 
So Guthi-guthi knew that trapped in a mountain — Mt Minara — the 
water serpent, Weowie, he was trapped in the mountain. So Guthi-
guthi called out to him, ‘Weowie, Weowie’, but because Weowie was 
trapped right in the middle of the mountain, he couldn’t hear him.

Guthi-guthi went back up into the sky and he called out once 
more, ‘Weowie’, but once again Weowie didn’t respond. So 
Guthi-guthi came down with a roar like thunder and banged on 
the mountain and the mountain split open. Weowie the water 
serpent came out. And where the water serpent travelled he made 
waterholes and streams and depressions in the land.

So once all that was finished, of course, Weowie went back into 
the mountain to live and that’s where Weowie lives now, in Mount 
Minara … Old Pundu, the cod, it was his duty to drag and create the 
river known as the Darling River today …

So what I’m telling you — the stories that were handed down to 
me — all come from within this country.

The Australian Museum, www.dreamtime.net.au/creation

SOURCE 3 Illustration of an Aboriginal funeral near 
Sydney Harbour. Mourners painted with white clay 
carry the body of the deceased, which is wrapped in 
bark. The clay on the bodies of mourners was a sign 
of grieving.

Joseph Lycett, 17.6 × 27.7 cm, watercolour National Library 
of Australia
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6d.8 Battling to survive
6d.8.1 The impact of white settlement
With the arrival of the First Fleet in New South Wales in 1788, the Port Jackson area had to provide for 
an additional 1000 people. By the first winter of 1788, the Aboriginal communities of the Sydney region 
began to experience hardship and hunger: the colonists took the best land, and Aboriginal communities 
were forced onto the lands of neighbouring clans in order to hunt and gather food.

After the departure of Governor Phillip in 1792, the rapid expansion of European settlement continued. 
The battle for survival had begun.

6d.8.2 The Black War
Aboriginal resistance to European invasion is the story of a long and bitter war. With the crossing of 
the Blue Mountains in 1813, the frontiers of European settlement were rapidly pushed across the conti-
nent. Aboriginal warriors used guerrilla tactics against shepherds and stockmen, killed stock and attacked 
camps. In 1795, Governor Hunter sent troops to protect the 400 farmers of the Hawkesbury River area. 
Aborigines claimed the colonists’ farms blocked their access to the waterways. The colonists claimed the 
Aboriginal hunting parties were burning their crops. Conflict escalated, with deaths on both sides.

6d.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Explain what the Dreaming is and why it is so important to Aboriginal people.

Develop source skills
2. Describe what is illustrated in SOURCE 1 and explain the significance of rock paintings to Aboriginal culture.
3. Read the Dreaming story in SOURCE 2. Describe what this Dreaming story is about and what the purpose of 

the story would have been.
4. Describe what is being illustrated in SOURCE 3 and what details of the source could be useful to 

archaeologists studying Aboriginal customs and culture.

SOURCE 1 Extract from a letter by Reverend Fyshe Palmer to Doctor John Disney in June 1795 explaining the 
impact of white settlement on the people of the Hawkesbury region

The natives of the Hawkesbury lived on the wild yams on the banks. Cultivation has rooted out these, and 
poverty compelled them to steal Indian corn to support nature. The unfeeling settlers resented this by 
unparalleled severities. The blacks in return speared two or three whites, but tired out they came unarmed, and 
sued for peace. This, government thought proper to deny them, and last week sent sixty soldiers to kill and 
destroy all they could meet with, and drive them utterly from the Hawkesbury. They seized a native boy who had 
lived with a settler, and made him discover where his parents and relations concealed themselves. They came 
upon them unarmed, and unexpected, killed five and wounded many more.

Pemulwuy
Between 1790 and 1802, Pemulwuy of the Eora people led coordinated attacks against the soldiers and col-
onists on the outskirts of Sydney. His forces used guerilla tactics as a way of fighting against the superior 
firepower of the British soldiers.
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Pemulwuy’s reputation 
grew among both Aborig-
ines and Europeans as he 
continued to evade capture. 
It was commonly reported 
that he was invincible 
and the English muskets 
(long-barrelled guns) could 
never kill him. In 1802, 
Pemulwuy was leading a 
war party when he was shot 
down by two British colo-
nists. His head was severed, 
presented to the governor, 
pickled, and sent to Sir 
Joseph Banks in England. 
The British claimed that 
with the death of the warrior 
Pemulwuy, the Eora people 
had now been conquered.

Guerilla war was still 
so effective in 1816 that 
 Governor Macquarie formed 
three new military outposts, 
and forbade Aborigines from carrying firearms within two kilometres of a house or town. In 1838 violence 
on the frontier escalated as the Aboriginal hunting and  gathering land was destroyed by sheep:
 • Fourteen colonists were killed when George Faithful and his men were attacked while driving stock 

through the Benalla area. A six-hour battle followed, during which even Aboriginal women and 
children ran into the line of fire in order to retrieve the warriors’ spears.

 • In the Liverpool Plains area of northern New South Wales a series of terrible revenge attacks took 
place. Captain Nunn and 23 troopers slaughtered at least 100 Aboriginal people in retaliation for the 
killing of several shepherds.

SOURCE 3 This Sydney Herald editorial of 5 November 1838 expressed a widely held European view of the 
source of racial violence during the colonial period.

We assert it broadly, then, in the name of the settlers, that … they WILL NOT allow the blacks to plunder the 
whites of their property or to murder them with impunity. In the present state of the law, the blacks really do so, 
and no exertions are made by the Government … to bring the marauders to justice — to hang them as whites 
would be hanged, even for minor offences. Under such circumstances, we assert the law is unequal … Well, 
then, such being the case — what is to be done? We say, protect the white settler, his wife, and children, in 
remote places, from the filthy, brutal cannibals of New Holland. We say the Colonists, since the Government 
makes no adequate exertion to protect you, protect yourselves; and if the ferocious savages endeavour to 
plunder or destroy your property, or to murder yourselves, your families, or your servants, do to them as you 
would do to any white robbers or murderers — SHOOT THEM DEAD, if you can.

Quoted in The Sydney Morning Herald: Major News Stories 1831–1990, John Fairfax Group, Sydney, 1990.

SOURCE 2 This image, entitled Sturt’s party threatened by blacks at the 
junction of the Murray and Darling, 1830, depicts one confrontation between 
European explorers and Aboriginal warriors. Violence was averted in this 
instance by the intervention of several other Aborigines with whom Sturt and 
his group had established friendly relations some days earlier. They arrived 
on the scene just as Sturt was set to fire his gun.
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The Myall Creek Massacre
In 1838, panic set in when Aborigines 
killed two European settlers living near 
present-day Inverell, in New South Wales. 
Twelve local stockmen, 11 of whom 
were ex-convicts, decided to avenge the 
murder. They rode to the nearest Aborig-
inal camp, near Myall Creek, and tied up 
28 of the people. The people, including 
children, protested their innocence as they 
had been in friendly contact with nearby 
settlers. The  stockmen  brutally beat the 
Aboriginal people to death while they 
were still tied together and their bodies 
were burned. Seven of the attackers were 
later tried for murder and hanged.

By 1860, the European settlement cov-
ered over 400 million hectares of Abo-
riginal land. Both the Aboriginal people 
and the colonists were being brutalised 
through the fierce resistances and ruth-
less battle for land. Later Europeans 
referred to the conflict as the Black War 
fought on the Australian frontier.

6d.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Write a twenty-first-century newspaper obituary for Pemulwuy explaining who he was, why he was engaged 

in a war with European settlers and why the conflict continued after his death.

Develop source skills
2. Explain why the author of SOURCE 3 wants to ‘shoot them dead’. Write a letter of reply, giving another 

explanation for the racial violence of the time. Base your letter on your analysis of SOURCES 1 and 4.

SOURCE 4 The memorial stone marking the site of the Myall 
Creek massacre. The bronze plaque reads: In memory of 
the Wirrayaraay people who were murdered on the slopes 
of this ridge in an unprovoked but premeditated act in the 
late afternoon of 10 June 1838. Erected on 10 June 2000 by 
a group of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians in an 
act of reconciliation, and in acknowledgment of the truth of 
our shared history. We remember them (Ngiyani winangay 
ganunga).

6d.9 ‘Protected’ lives
6d.9.1 ‘Civilising’ the natives
Between 1830 and 1850, over 200 000 British people migrated to Australia. This was the period of the 
greatest expansion of the settlers’ frontier.

For Aboriginal communities, it was no longer possible to live according to traditional ways. By the late 
1820s, the British were discussing the need to ‘protect’ Aboriginal people by removing them from their 
land and confining them to controlled reserves.

Sir George Gipps was appointed governor in 1838. His policy was to establish local officials who would 
have the responsibility of befriending and protecting Aboriginal people. Gipps gave these protectors land 
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grants and money to establish farms and schools for Aboriginal people and to ‘persuade’ them to ‘settle 
down’. Missionaries were encouraged to become involved, because spreading Christianity was considered 
important to the work of ‘civilising’ the natives.

6d.9.2 Truganini
In the part of New South Wales that later became Victoria, the most complete protection system was estab-
lished in 1838 under George Augustus Robinson. He was a Protestant missionary previously employed by 
the government to resettle Aborigines from Tasmania.

Robinson and an Aboriginal woman named Truganini made contact with the survivors of the Tasmanian 
frontier wars. These people were promised safety and a home on a ‘great island’ where they would be 
able to practise their own culture and customs. The reality was a miserable existence on the small, remote 
Flinders Island. They were made to wear European clothes, take European names and become Christians. 
Over 200 Aborigines were confined to the settlement. Within ten years, 150 of them were dead.

Nature of source Creator

SOURCE 1 Painting by Benjamin Duterrau, 1840, titled The Conciliation. It shows George 
Augustus Robinson on his conciliation mission, accompanied by Truganini, in an effort to 
gain some future security for the Aboriginal people of Tasmania.

George Robinson is in colonial ‘bush’ dress while the Aborigines are in their traditional dress.

Note the way 
the characters 
are positioned, 
the focus of the 
painting.

Note the dogs, 
introduced into 
Tasmania by 
Europeans, 
and the native 
animals.

Note the hand 
gestures and 
where characters 
are pointing.

Truganini

Date Note the artist’s perspective on events, which is 
communicated through the title of the painting.

Truganini died in Hobart in 1876 and was buried in the grounds of the women’s jail. It was incorrectly 
claimed that she was the last Tasmanian Aborigine, and so she was regarded with curiosity. Despite her 
request for final respect and peace, her remains were exhumed two years later and her skeleton was put on 
display in the Tasmanian Museum. She was finally cremated in 1976 and her ashes were scattered at sea.
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6d.9.3 Reserves
In 1849, George Robinson’s Pro-
tectorate in Victoria was cancelled 
because it was regarded as ineffec-
tive. Robinson could find no solu-
tion to the basic conflict between 
the welfare of Aboriginal communi-
ties and the European grab for land. 
The settlers continued to tighten 
their ownership of freehold land by 
moving into land with reliable water 
and the best pasture. They built 
fences and increasingly regarded 
Aboriginal people as trespassers.

The injustice of Aboriginal dis-
possession did not go unnoticed. 
The Aboriginal claim to the land was 
 discussed in Britain, and politicians 
attempted to pass laws in Australia that would recognise native title. Although the legislation was defeated, land 
in pastoral  districts was set aside for Aboriginal reserves in the 1850s.

The New South Wales Aborigines Protection Board was established in 1883 and was responsible for 
implementing the government policy that all ‘full-blood’ Aboriginal people should live on the 25 New 
South Wales reserves.

People were encouraged to establish farms on the reserves so that they would become self-sufficient. The 
reserves were located away from white towns and on areas too small to allow the population to support 
themselves. Establishing reserves was effectively separating Aborigines from white society.

6d.9.4 Managing the missions
As white expansion continued, Aboriginal survivors were left on the outskirts of white settlements. They 
worked on pastoral properties or took refuge on the reserves and missions (places for religious conversion 
or social improvement). Missionaries, inspired to bring Christianity to the Aborigines, established the mis-
sions. They aimed to ‘save the souls’ of Aborigines by turning them away from their languages and cultural 
practices. The missions did provide Aboriginal people with basic health and educational services and some 
protection from the cruelty and exploitation found on town fringes and pastoral properties.

SOURCE 2 The Flinders Island Aboriginal community was moved to 
an old penal colony at Oyster Cove in 1847. This photograph shows 
some of the survivors of the original 200.

SOURCE 3 Bishop Frodsham’s description of the role of missionaries in 1906

The Aborigines are disappearing. In the course of a generation or two, at the most, the last Australian 
blackfellow will have turned his face to warm mother earth … Missionary work then may be only smoothing the 
pillow of a dying race, but I think if the Lord Jesus came to Australia he would be moved with great compassion 
for these poor outcasts, living by the wayside, robbed of their land, wounded by the lust and passion of a 
stronger race, and dying.

Quoted in K. Cole, A Critical Appraisal of Anglican Mission Policy and Practice in Arnhem Land,  
1908–1939, Keith Cole Publications, Bendigo, 1985, p. 181.

Between 1860 and 1910, laws were passed to ‘protect’ and separate Aboriginal people from the white 
population. The government forced many Aboriginal people onto reserves and missions, with the expecta-
tion that they would abandon their traditional way of life and embrace European culture and values.
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 Cummeragunja 
 In 1874, a mission was established on eight hectares of Murray riverbank land at Maloga, on the New 
South Wales and Victorian border. Daniel Matthews used his own money to purchase the land because he 
was a Christian who wanted to spread his religious beliefs to Aboriginal people. After two years of efforts 
to gain political support by the residents of Maloga (both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal), the New South 
Wales government eventually granted the mission an additional 730 hectares of land. 

 In 1888, most of the Aboriginal residents walked off Maloga after disagreements over the disciplinarian 
way in which Daniel Matthews and his wife Janet controlled mission life. The ex-residents settled on the 
land granted by the government and named it Cummeragunja, (also known as Cummera) meaning ‘my 
country’. From a struggling start it became a model community of 300 people, with cottages, schools, a 
church and public buildings. By the close of the nineteenth century, the Cummeragunja property produced 
more wheat than most other district farms, and provided the residents with a stable and self-supporting way 
of life. Despite a lack of government support, the prosperity of Cummeragunja provided a happy childhood 
for famous Australian activists such as Margaret Tucker and Sir Douglas Nicholls. 

 The good times at Cummeragunja did not last. In 1907 the Aboriginal Protection Board appointed white 
administrators to manage the farm. Then in 1909 it forced 150 mixed race (known then as ‘half-caste’) 
people off the settlement. Within a decade, most of the able-bodied farm workers had gone and Cummera-
gunja could no longer survive. 

 At Coranderrk, in Victoria, the Aboriginal community grew hops and won prizes at the Melbourne 
International Exhibition for their produce. In 1893, white farmers pressured the government into taking 
half the reserve land from the Aboriginal resi-
dents. In 1923, the government leased or sold 
the remaining reserve land and moved the 
Aborigines to the poor agricultural land at 
Lake Tyers. The government also leased the 
Cummeragunja land to white farmers, thus 
ending another story of Aboriginal enterprise 
and survival. 

 6d.9.5 The Torres Strait 
Islanders 
 In July 1871, the London Missionary Society 
landed on Darnley Island in the Torres Strait. 
This was not the fi rst contact between Euro-
peans and Australia’s northern indigenous 
people. The people of Darnley had been in 
contact with European sailors since Captain 
Cook landed on a Torres Strait Island and 
claimed the whole east coast of Australia for 
Britain. Captain Bligh then voyaged through 
the straits in 1792. These early visitors had 
returned to their ships and moved on. The Mis-
sionary Society’s ambition was to bring the 
Christian gospel to the Torres Strait Islanders, 
get Islanders to wear clothes, impose Euro-
pean authority and government and establish 
a colonial system over this northern frontier. 
The colony of Queensland was also interested 

  SOURCE 4  A  Bulletin  cartoon of 1883 expresses the 
concerns many Australians must have had about the 
reasons behind Queensland’s annexation of the Torres 
Strait and attempts to take control of Papua. Queensland 
had already been criticised for the exploitation of the 
labour of Aboriginal people.  
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in annexing the islands to gain control of the valuable pearl shell trade making large sums of money in the 
marketplaces of London and New York.

The total population of the approximately 100 islands of the strait was only between four and five thou-
sand when the Missionary Society arrived and began running the island communities. Historians believe 
that the European diseases carried by early European seamen had led to a sharp decline in the Islander 
population. The two missionary teachers on Darnley believed the Torres Strait Islanders were a ‘people 
prepared for the Lord’. The mission also believed it had a role to play in protecting the people from the 
pearlers and trepangers who had been forcing the Islanders to work for them.

The first rule of the Missionary government was that all Islanders should attend church. The London 
Missionary Society found a willing congregation who practised the new Christian faith with enthusiasm. 
Mission authority was backed up with punishments such as flogging, head shaving and placing sinners in 
stocks, with the neck and wrists bound to restrict movement. Traditional island dancing, customs such as 
mummification, and belief in the island’s ‘idol gods’ were strongly condemned.

Fearing a rival colonial power gaining control of the strait, the Queensland government annexed islands 
within a 60-mile (100-kilometre) radius of the Queensland coast. By the late 1880s, the interests of the 
London Missionary Society were more focused on the many thousands of ‘souls to be saved’ on the large 
island of Papua New Guinea, and so control was handed to the Queensland government.

In 1886, the centre of colonial rule was established on Thursday Island and the Honourable John 
Douglas was appointed governor of the Torres Strait Islanders. Douglas fought for Islander rights and 
allowed Islanders to elect their own representatives to advise him in government, claiming that they ‘should 
exercise all the rights of British citizens, and ought to be regarded as such’.

The ‘protectors’ who followed Douglas did not share his belief in human rights. By 1904, the Islanders 
were forced to live with the same restrictive rules as those endured by Aboriginal communities on the 
mainland. The Islanders then experienced the decline in traditional culture and breakdown of society that 
was the experience of so many Aboriginal communities.

6d.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Fill in the gaps in the following summary paragraph:
 The government solution to the destruction of traditional Aboriginal communities was to place people on 

________. Sir George __________ was made governor in _________. He appointed _________ who were 
responsible for the supervision of districts where Aboriginal people could live. Under this system Aboriginal 
people were denied basic ________ __________. A Protestant missionary named ________ _________ was 
appointed to resettle the Aboriginal people of Tasmania.

2. Explain why reserves were established.
3. In small groups, discuss the changes that were made to traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander life 

as a result of ‘protection’. Write a paragraph to explain the significance of ‘protection’ to the history of Torres 
Strait and Aboriginal peoples.

Develop source skills
4. Examine SOURCE 3 and explain what the missionary view of Aborigines was by the end of the nineteenth 

century.
5. SOURCE 1 presents an idealised view of the work of George Robinson. Note the way that Robinson has 

been portrayed in contrast to the Aboriginal people around him. Contrast this view of government control 
with that expressed in the SOURCE 4 cartoon. Describe the two images of colonialism as expressed in the 
sources, and consider the range of interpretations of the colonial experience presented in this topic. In 
groups of three, conduct a role-play in which each student represents a different perspective. Tell the story of 
colonisation as a missionary or government ‘protector’, an Islander and an Aboriginal person.
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6d.10 The colonial legacy
6d.10.1 The Cherokee example
The struggle of the Cherokee nation of North America vividly expresses the nature and impact of colonisa-
tion on indigenous people around the world. Before European colonisation of North America, the Cherokee 
homeland covered eight states. When the seventeenth-century European settlers came to the New World, 
the Cherokee traded with the newcomers and coexisted peacefully. In 1809, a Cherokee craftsman named 
Sequoyah realised the importance of reading and writing. He began to develop a system of writing suitable 
for the Cherokee language. By 1821, his written Cherokee language, or syllabary, was complete. Within 
seven years the Cherokee nation had literacy levels comparable with those of the Western world and were 
publishing a newspaper called the Cherokee Phoenix.

Despite the resilience of the Cherokee people, the white settlers’ grab for land and the miners’ lust for 
gold took them deep into Cherokee territory and savagely attacked Indian independence. The Cherokee 
nation seemed doomed when its people were forced from their homeland and made to travel the Trail 
of Tears.

6d.10.2 The pioneers of reconciliation
A sense of humanity and decency was not always lost in the story of contact and colonisation. Governor 
Macquarie saw Aboriginal people as an asset to the colony, believing that they had an important role to 
play as workers in the new Australian society. During the 1830s, the colonist Alexander Berry employed 
local Aboriginal people and convicts, and also provided educational opportunities for children.

The Ogilvie brothers were among the first white colonists of northern New South Wales. They joined 
other settlers in the battle for land with the Bundjalung people living along the Clarence River. Edward 
Oglivie formed a friendship with a Bundjalung boy named Pundoon and became fluent in the Bundjalung 
language.

In July 1842, Edward Ogilvie wrote to the Sydney Herald to describe an encounter he had with a group 
of Bundjalung people. Ogilvie and the Bundjalung reached an agreement on guaranteeing access to water 
and hunting rights in exchange for access to grazing lands. Ogilvie’s letter expressed a belief in the benefits 
of a shared future for Aboriginal and European people. When white settlers flocked to the goldfields in the 
gold rush years, Aboriginal employees became essential workers at Yulgilbar. In maintaining their place on 
traditional lands, the Bundjalung community remained intact when other Aboriginal communities in New 
South Wales were being torn apart.

SOURCE 1 An extract from Edward Ogilvie’s letter to the Sydney Herald, in July 1842

We said that we had made war upon them because they had killed white people, but that now our anger was 
gone and we wished to live in peace with them; we wanted nothing in their country but the grass, and would 
leave them their kangaroos, their opossums, and their fish. Toolbillibam here interposed, to know if we would 
not leave them their honey also. We assured him that it was quite at his service, and that he might make himself 
perfectly easy about rats, bandicoots, grubs and all other small game. All this appeared extremely satisfactory 
to our audience …

… without entering into the details, I could not have attained the object I had in view, namely, to show the 
very placable disposition and unrevengeful spirit of these people, and to convince those who are in the habit of 
looking upon them as little better than beasts, that they are mistaken.

6d.10.3 Survival and revival
Despite the harsh history of contact and colonisation, the story of the Torres Strait Islanders, the  Australian 
Aboriginal peoples and the North American Indians is one of survival. The Cherokee are now one of 
the largest Native American tribes of the United States and there are more than 15  000 speakers of the 
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Cherokee language. During the 1960s, the Native American people used the US courts to win back land 
and gain compensation for the injustices of the past.

In the 1970s, the Aboriginal Advancement League began campaigns for land rights and compensation. In 
1982, a group of Torres Strait Islanders led by Eddie Koi Koi Mabo began their campaign for recognition 
of ownership rights over plots of land on their island home. On 3 June 1992, Australia’s High Court handed 
down the historic Mabo decision. The colonial claim that Australia was terra nullius, a land belonging to 
no-one at the time of European settlement, was overturned.

SOURCE 2 Excerpt from Prime Minister Paul Keating’s Redfern speech, December 1992, to mark the launch of 
the International Year for the World’s Indigenous People

And, as I say, the starting point might be to recognise that the problem starts with us non-Aboriginal Australians.
It begins, I think, with that act of recognition. Recognition that it was we who did the dispossessing. We 

took the traditional lands and smashed the traditional way of life. We brought the diseases. The alcohol. We 
committed the murders. We took the children from their mothers. We practised discrimination and exclusion.

It was our ignorance and our prejudice. And our failure to imagine these things being done to us. With some 
noble exceptions, we failed to make the most basic human response and enter into their hearts and minds. We 
failed to ask — how would I feel if this were done to me?

© Former Australian Prime Minister the Honourable Paul Keating.

SOURCE 3 Pow wows (Indian ceremonies 
accompanied by magic, feasting and dancing) are 
a feature of cultural celebration in modern Indian 
communities. These dancers are performing in a 
traditional Cherokee celebration.

SOURCE 4 In a London park in May 2009, 
Aboriginal Ngarrindjeri elder Major Sumner 
performs a ritual during a ceremony to mark the 
return of indigenous Australians' remains to their 
homeland. Many Aboriginal remains are held in 
museums all over the world.

Pride in traditions, skills, ceremonies, art and history came with the revival of Native American and 
Australian rights. In 1988, the Cherokee Nation held commemorations for the 150th anniversary of the 
Trail of Tears. They called it ‘A New Beginning’. In the 1970s, a new Australian magazine was published 
to provide an opportunity for Aboriginal writers to be heard. It was named Identity. It presented a view of 
Australia through the eyes of Aboriginal poets, novelists and playwrights such as Oodgeroo Noonuccal and 
Jack Davis. The tradition of telling stories to create a sense of identity is central to the Native American and 
Australian cultures. These stories and voices now provide an understanding of the traditional beliefs and 
shared colonial experiences of indigenous peoples.
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6d.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Describe the response of the Cherokee people to European colonisation.
2. Match the person or group in column A with the achievement in column B.

Develop source skills
3. Using SOURCE 1 as your evidence, explain the agreement Edward Oglivie reached with the Bundjalung 

people.
4. Consider the meaning of reconciliation as expressed in SOURCE 2. In your own words, explain the effects of 

dispossession and the overall message of SOURCE 2.

Research and communicate
5. Sequoyah was born in 1776. Research his remarkable story and present a report on his life and the 

contribution he made to American culture and history.

Column A Column B

Alexander Berry Developed a system of writing suitable for the Cherokee language

Edward Ogilvie Fought for recognition of traditional Torres Strait Islander land rights

Eddie Mabo Expressed Aboriginal culture and identity through modern literature

Jack Davis Established pastoral industry in Clarence River region by reaching agreement 
with the Bundjalung people

Sequoyah Early colonist who promoted educational opportunity for Aboriginal children

6d.11 Research project: The Lewis and Clark blog
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON 
title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

6d.11.1 Scenario and task
Welcome to the future. Non-disruptive time travel has been 
invented; this allows you to look, hear and even smell the past but 
not affect it. That's right - they don't know you're there…

Your company, Two Places At Once, is sending you back to 
the early 19th Century to accompany Lewis and Clark on their 
iconic expedition, with a view to creating a real time blog that will 
encourage members of the public to also become, like you, time 
adventurers.

Using special technology that allows you to send messages back 
from the past, you will create, as an invisible member of the Lewis 
and Clark expedition, a traveler's blog for the expedition. This will 
capture a sense of the wonder of the Westerner's meetings with 
amazing new native cultures, fauna, flora and the landscape very 
few white men have probably ever seen before. The task, which 
can either be completed by individuals or as a member of a team, 
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should look at creating a minimum 
of five blog entries per person. The 
idea is to create an imaginative rec-
reation of what it was like to be 
there - and, of course, you will be 
there in almost every sense of the 
word.

6d.11.2 Process
 • Watch the introductory video at 

the beginning of this subtopic. 
You can complete this project 
individually or invite other 
members of your class to form 
a group.

 • Decide on a research topic. 
If working in a team allocate 
the part of the expedition each 
member will research and for which they'll create entries. If an individual you might like to sample 
five points on the whole journey, remembering your key goal is to recapture the wonder of this amazing 
expedition and the new experiences and sights and peoples you meet.

 • Find at least two sources (other than the text book and at least one off-line such as a book or 
encyclopaedia) to help you discover extra information about each of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
Record key information, 'cool' facts and intriguing ideas as articles.

 • Navigate to the Resources tab and download the "How to build a Google Blog" document to help 
you create your blog. You will also find a sample blog entry and a selection of images that you can 
download and use to add richness to your blog.

 • Create your Blog using Blogger or any other blogging website. You can write in the first person of 
these amazing facts in your blog. Remember, you are living the dream. Be creative but don't stray 
beyond the realities of the expedition.
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Key terms
annex to incorporate territory into a region of control
colony settlement in one country controlled by another country from which the settlers originally came
Dreaming knowledge and understanding passed on through stories, song cycles, ceremonies, laws, dance 
and art
guerrilla tactics tactics of small, independent soldiers or fighters who harass the enemy with surprise raids
native title the rights of indigenous people over the land and water with which they have a proven connection
reservation an area of land set apart for a special purpose, such as housing an Indian community
reserve land set aside for a certain purpose
subjective something that we understand through thinking and discussion rather than direct observation
trepanger someone who harvests trepan, a species of sea slug used by the Chinese in cooking and as a 
medicine

6d.12 Review
6d.12.1 Review

6d.12 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses go to your learnON title at 
www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly..

6d.12 Activity 1: Check your understanding
6d.12 Activity 2: Practise your historical skills
6d.12 Activity 3: Multiple choice quiz
Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

ONLINE ONLY

Practise your historical skills
Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Match the terms in the left-hand column with the correct definition on the right.

  1. Mission a. A settlement in one country controlled by the country from which the settlers came

  2. Reserve b.  A conical tent made from buffalo hides

  3. Colony c.  A place established by the Church for the conversion and supervision of daily life of 
indigenous people

  4. Mabo d.  One of the major pueblo tribes of North America

  5. Terra nullius e.  Animal providing food, shelter and clothing for the plains Indians

  6. Bandjalung f.  People living in the Clarence River region of northern New South Wales

  7. Longhouse g.  High Court judgement overturning terra nullius

  8. Tepee h.  Government land set aside to provide housing and ‘protection’ for indigenous 
people

  9. Anasazi i. Term meaning ‘land belonging to no-one’

10. Buffalo j. Building shared by all the families of a North American Indian clan
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Analysis and use of sources
2. SOURCE 1 presents one image of life on an Aboriginal reserve. Working in small groups, discuss what the 

subject of the photograph is and how useful it would be to historians studying the impact of colonisation 
and government policies on Aboriginal people. Research life on the reserves and collect some additional 
primary source material showing images of this life. Collate your evidence of reserve life into a short 
PowerPoint presentation showing differing experiences.

Perspectives and interpretations
3. The colonisation of indigenous communities brought forward many important and influential personalities. 

In groups, research the lives of a number of personalities from this period — for example, Edward Ogilvie, 
Vincent Colyer (a nineteenth-century advocate of justice for Native Americans), Simon Wonga and White 
Eagle (a plains Indian leader). Write a list of questions you would like to ask your personalities, and interview 
one of your expert witnesses about the effects of colonisation. Present your findings to the class.

4. On 4 July 1776, the Americans made their Declaration of Independence. Research Thomas Jefferson and 
the Declaration and explain what Jefferson meant when he wrote ‘all men are created equal’. Write an essay 
or present a speech to the class, explaining the significance of the American Declaration of Independence in 
the modern world. In your response, you should consider the experiences of the indigenous communities of 
both Australia and America.

Empathetic understanding
5. Research the life and work of George Robinson. Consider these two contrasting representations of 

Robinson:
–  Robinson was well rewarded for his work, which made Tasmania safe for European settlers and their 

sheep; in this sense, he was the paid servant of the woolgrowers.
–  Robinson was a devout Christian who tried to help the Aborigines but failed.
Consider the available historical evidence, the historical context (what else was taking place at the time) and 
the two interpretations of Robinson. Hold a class debate on the merits and shortcomings of each point of 
view. When you have developed some ideas about what you believe motivated Robinson, write a speech 
expressing his point of view. In your speech, you need to explain his understanding of the impact of the 
frontier wars on the Aboriginal people of Tasmania, and what he believed was the right course of action.

SOURCE 1 A group of Aboriginal villagers pictured outside the church at Hermannsburg Mission, 
1930. Founded by Lutheran Christian missionaries in 1877, Hermannsburg Mission was located 
approximately 130 kilometres from Alice Springs in the Northern Territory. The mission sought to 
provide general schooling and religious instruction, as well as medical assistance and food rations, 
to the local Arrernte people. It also served as a place of refuge from the violent conflict that often 
occurred between Aborigines and early pastoralists, with missionaries acting as mediators between 
police, pastoralists and the local Aboriginal community. The land was returned to traditional 
ownership in 1982, and the Hermannsburg Historic Precinct was added to the Australian National 
Heritage List in 2006.
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6. Follow Pat Dodson’s direction in SOURCE 2 to imagine you are an Aboriginal Australian ‘and the white 
invasion is about to occur’. Write a poem or draw a picture expressing what your life is like and how you 
view the white invader.

Research
7. Research the technology of Native American, Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal peoples at the time of 

European contact. Examples of technology would be the umiak, kayak, outrigger canoe, woomera and 
boomerang. Prepare illustrations, models or diagrams to communicate your research.

8. The history of contact and colonisation is usually portrayed as a story of destruction and defeat. Research 
and present to your class the continuing story of North American Indian cultural renewal that began with the 
New Deal in 1933. Identify the significance of culture as referred to by Chief Mankiller in SOURCE 3, and the 
proof of its survival through such things as the modern celebration of Indian ceremonies and the teaching of 
languages and skills.

SOURCE 2 Extract from a speech by Pat Dodson delivered to the Catholic Commission for Justice 
and Peace in Sydney on 25 August 1986. Pat Dodson is Australia’s first Aboriginal Catholic priest, 
first Aboriginal Royal Commissioner and a leading figure in the reconciliation movement.

I want you to try two exercises in imagination. The first is this. I want you to imagine you are black. An 
Aboriginal Australian. The time is the present. And I want you to also imagine that the white invasion 
is just about to occur.

How would you be living your life? About three days in every week would be devoted to gathering 
your food. Hunting, collecting — a bit less in places of plenty, a bit more in the hard country. The 
rest of your time would be spent socialising, or in religious observances of different kinds. As to 
your knowledge of the land, your country, you would know every tree, every rock, because in the 
dreamtime the great ancestors came this way. And they are still here. They live. They must be 
revered, appeased, paid attention to. It is they who cause conception as a woman walks near. When 
the child is born he calls that part of the country ‘Father’. You would husband the land. You would 
burn the grasses to promote new growth and to make sure that the delicate balance of nature that 
has been created has been preserved.

There is a rich and complicated legal system which is administered by elders and to which all are 
bound … The children are more deeply loved than perhaps any children on earth … They are tutored 
in the life of the spirit, in respect of the elders and kinship and the ways of the country.

Into this world comes the white invader. Their first act is to say that the land is terra nullius, that 
no-one owns the land, that it is not used. They knock down the trees, and blast the places sacred 
to you. They fence around the best water for their cattle. When you resist they shoot and poison 
your people. Thus begins the Australian Civil War. It can also be called the two hundred years war 
because it still continues. They still say that they know more than you about land and what your 
wants and needs are. They say it is important to fence it, to graze it, to mine it. You have difficulty in 
understanding how they could make such a preposterous claim to ownership. And only you can call 
the land your father. If a white man stumbles into the hard country without water he will die. If the 
land is taken from you or you are taken from the land your spirit will perish just as surely. Your body 
becomes like a drought without mercy on the land; and your spirit without life blows across it.

Extract from ‘Restore Dignity, Restore Land, Restore Life’, an address by Pat Dodson to the 
Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace, Sydney, 25 August 1986. © Patrick Dodson.

SOURCE 3 An address to the Cherokee nation by Chief Mankiller in 1990

As we approach the twenty-first century I can’t help but feel hopeful about our future. Despite 
everything that’s happened to our people throughout history we’ve managed to hang on to our 
culture, we’ve managed to hang on to our sense of being Cherokee …

Two hundred years from now people will gather right here in this very place and there will be a very 
strong Cherokee Nation.

R. Rees and S. Styles, The Plains Indians, Longman Group UK, London, 1993, p. 80.
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Explanation and communication
9. Imagine that you are the curator of a gallery of Native American or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art. 

Give a guest lecture in which you explain to your interested classroom audience what they should expect to 
see if they were to visit your beautiful gallery.

10. Pat Dodson (SOURCE 2) and Prime Minister Paul Keating (SOURCE 3 in section 6d.10) offered messages 
of reconciliation in the twentieth century. Consider the pioneers of reconciliation from the earliest years of 
contact and colonisation to the present day. In your own words, express what you believe reconciliation 
means and then use your definition as the centrepiece for a reconciliation poster.
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