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DEPTH STUDY 2: AUSTRALIA AND ASIA

TOPIC 2b
China and the world

2b.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in your 
learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and  concepts covered in this 
topic.

2b.1.1 Introduction
The long history of imperial China is one of struggle against foreign invasion and the rise and fall of 
ruling families. The Chinese maintained their strong central government through the rule of a single 
emperor and his dynasty. China’s revered philosopher Confucius developed a set of principles that had 
been woven into every aspect of life, including this system of government.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, China was torn between these ancient traditions and the 
pressures of the modern world. The ruling Qing dynasty was failing to provide the strong central lead-
ership expected of emperors whose position was granted by the ‘mandate of heaven’. China’s ‘Dragon 
Throne’ was riddled with corruption and weakened by defeat. Foreign powers came to trade, invaded, 
and then carved the mighty land up between them.

China was ruled from 1861 to 1908 by the deeply conservative and cunning Empress Cixi. The last 
Qing emperors to sit on the throne were children under the power of Cixi. She resisted reform, hated 
foreigners and failed to strengthen China against the perils of a rapidly changing world. The Chinese 
fought the foreign powers and then, in 1911, rebelled against the Qing. Over 2000 years of imperial 
history came to an end with the collapse of China’s last dynasty.

LEARNING SEQUENCE
2b.1 Overview 176
2b.2 China — the Middle Kingdom 178
2b.3 Traditional Chinese society 180
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The key features (social, cultural, economic, political) of one Asian society (such as China, Japan, India, 
Dutch East Indies) at the start of the period 2b.2, 2b.3, 2b.4, 2b.5

• Change and continuity in the Asian society during this period, including any effects of contact (intended 
and unintended) with European power(s) 2b.4, 2b.5, 2b.6, 2b.7, 2b.8

• The position of the Asian society in relation to other nations in the world around the turn of the twentieth 
century (that is 1900), including the influence of key ideas such as nationalism 2b.6, 2b.8

• The significance of one key event that involved the chosen Asian society and European power(s), including 
different perspectives of the event at the time 2b.6, 2b.8
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  This seventeenth-century silk painting shows the Emperor Yang Ti, from the Sui dynasty, strolling in his gardens 
with his wives. 

Starter questions
<content to come>
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  2b.2  China — the Middle Kingdom 
 2b.2.1 The land of China 
 For centuries, a harsh landscape and vast distances separated the enormous land of China from other world 
civilisations, as shown in the  SOURCE 1  map. 
 •    China is bordered on the east by the Pacifi c Ocean and on the west by the massive Himalayas and 

Tibetan Plateau.  
 •   The Gobi Desert lies to the north, and to the south are dense jungles and mountain ranges.   

 China is also divided into north and south by differences in climate. Northern China has long winters of 
snow and wind and short, hot summers. Southern China’s summers are wet and the land is green all year. 
The high plateau of the mountain country is cold,  arid  and empty. The seasons and the natural environment 
shaped Chinese daily life and culture. China’s large population was concentrated in the river valleys.   

 Watch this eLesson: China (1750-1918) (eles-2397) 
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     SOURCE 1  Map of China during the Qing dynasty. The Qing dynasty was established by a nomadic people 
originally from Manchuria, located to China’s north. The Qing dynasty is also referred to as the Manchu dynasty. 
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 2b.2.2 China’s rivers 
 China’s very long rivers created Chinese society and civilisation. Chinese civilisation began in the valley of 
the Huang He, or Yellow River. The river has often been called ‘China’s sorrow’ because it has fl ooded and 
changed its course over many centuries. Its name comes from the rich yellow soil, known as loess, which 
it collects on the journey across the great agricultural regions of China. The loess is blown across northern 
China by winds from Mongolia and then travels with the river. The loess gradually sinks to the riverbed 
and forms a thick layer of silt. The silt causes fl oods, but it is also left behind as a rich deposit of soil on 
the farming fi elds of China. The Chinese called their land the Middle Kingdom because they believed it lay 
between heaven and earth.   

Middle

Kingdom

   SOURCE 2  
The Chinese 
characters 
for the word 
‘China’ 
(Zhongguo); 
 Zhong  means 
‘middle’ and 
 guo  means 
‘kingdom’. 

 2b.2 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.   

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    From the information in the text and the  SOURCE 1  map of China, explain how the natural features of the land 

protected the Chinese and infl uenced the way they lived.   

 Develop source skills 
2.    Refer to  SOURCE 1  to answer the following questions. 

(a)    Locate the following places on your map that are of importance to the study of this period: Beijing, 
Canton, Hong Kong, Huang He River, Macao, Manchuria, Shanghai, the Great Wall.  

(b)   Make a separate list of these locations, with a short summary of their signifi cance to the study of Qing 
China. Refer to the text throughout this topic for your information.    

3.   Refer to  SOURCE 2  and then copy the Chinese characters for  China  into your exercise book. Explain what it 
suggests about how the Chinese felt about their land.   

   SOURCE 3  Ancient village along the Huang He River, China 
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  2b.3  Traditional Chinese society 
 2b.3.1 Society and status 
 In traditional Chinese society the differences between male and female, young and old, and people’s occu-
pations were very important and determined an individual’s social status. Chinese society was broadly 
divided into four class groupings that were based on what was regarded as the importance of the group to 
the country: 
 •    scholars: regarded as the ruling class and 

usually drawn from the leading landowning 
families  

 •   farmers: essential workers because they pro-
duced China’s food and were the economic 
foundation of Chinese society  

 •   artisans and tradesmen: admired because they 
turned raw materials into the tools, beautiful 
and useful objects of everyday life  

 •   merchants: the lowest status social group 
because they were not seen as producing any-
thing of real value. Merchants were engaged in 
the trade of the goods produced by others.   
 Inequality was a feature of the social structure 

of Chinese society. Rich or poor, the father made 
all the family decisions that the rest of the family 
were expected to obey without question. Women 
were confi ned to the home; wives had little con-
trol over family life, while sons were considered 
much more important than daughters.    

 2b.3.2 The emperor 
 Chinese society was headed by the emperor, who ruled with the help of a highly trained, elite group of 
offi cials. The emperor expected complete obedience from his people. The emperor led all the ceremonies 
requesting favours from the gods, such as a good harvest and prosperity. He lived in the innermost apart-
ments of the sprawling palace complex, known as the Forbidden City, and was attended by an army of 
servants and advisers. 

 In his position as the head of government the emperor decided all important state matters. He: 
 •    commanded the army  
 •   made treaties with foreign powers  
 •   enacted, abolished and amended laws  

   SOURCE 1  Two members of the Qing nobility. By the 
Qing dynasty the poverty of the peasantry contrasted 
sharply with the power and privilege of the ruling class. 

 SOURCE 2  Confucian saying

 A woman’s business is simply the preparation 
and supplying of wine and food. She may take 
no step of her own motion and she may come 
to no conclusion of her own mind. Beyond the 
threshold of her apartment, she should not be 
known for evil or good. She may not cross the 
boundaries of a state to accompany a funeral. 
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 •   granted pardons and heard legal cases as the highest court of appeal  
 •   conferred titles, awarded pensions and approved promotions  
 •   ordered the administration of all provincial and city exams  
 •   headed all religious groups such as the Daoist priesthood.   

 The powerful position of the emperor was expressed through a centuries-old ritual known as the  kow tow . 
Performing the kow tow signifi ed one’s loyalty and respect for the emperor. The kow tow ceremony was 
performed before the emperor while he was 
seated on his throne. Subjects would kneel and 
touch their heads to the ground three times 
before standing. The action was repeated three 
times to show an acceptance of the authority 
of the emperor who ruled with the mandate 
of heaven. The nineteenth-century foreigners 
who came to the emperor’s court bearing trib-
utes from the kings of Europe were expected 
to perform the kow tow. The  envoy  sent by 
Britain’s King George III found the kow tow 
deeply humiliating and compromised with a 
deep bow.    

 2b.3.3 The mandarins 
 The scholars who fi lled the offi cial roles in Chinese society were called 
mandarins. They formed a learned and wealthy class who gained their 
political power by passing through the imperial examination system. 
According to Confucius, a good society was one where harmony 
existed between the offi cial class and the peasants who laboured in the 
fi elds and forests of China. The offi cial class held political power in 
China and so they remained at the top of the social structure. Women 
were excluded from the exam system, so they were not entitled to 
enter into most areas of government service. 

 The offi cials provided the emperor with the highly skilled work-
force needed for rule, and an army and police force to control and 
monitor the population. Their knowledge was gained through rigorous 

   SOURCE 3  The Qing Emperor Qianlong who ruled China 
for 60 years, from 1736 to 1795. Qing China gained 
greater territory and wealth under his rule. He maintained 
total power over his empire. 

 SOURCE 4  An account of the performance 
of the traditional kow tow, in recognition of 
the position of the emperor

 It consisted of three separate kneelings, 
each kneeling accompanied by three 
separate prostrations, and the whole 
performed at the strident command of a 
lowly usher — ‘Kneel!’, ‘Fall Prostrate!’ 
‘Rise to your knees!’, ‘Fall Prostrate!’ 
and so on. An envoy went through this 
callisthenic ceremony not once but many 
times … It was the rite above all others 
which left no doubt, least of all in the 
mind of the performer, as to who was the 
superior, and who the inferior in status. 

 RETROFILE 
 The Chinese practised foot 
binding. The process of 
binding feet to make them very 
small began in a girl’s early 
childhood. Long strips of white 
cloth were wound around the 
feet to bend all toes, except the 
big toe, beneath the sole. The 
arch of the foot was crushed 
and fl attened. This mutilation 
was believed to make women 
more attractive. 
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study of the classical texts and the ability to compose the ‘eight-legged essay’, called the  pa-ku wen . Exam 
success was established according to the scholar’s ability to write a poetic and concise response to an essay 
topic, and his great skill in calligraphy. The exam was narrow and impractical. Literary skill and beautiful 
calligraphy did not necessarily produce great administrators. 

 Within the mandarin group there was a strict ranking order, from those offi cials at the top who were 
directly responsible to the emperor, to the offi cials serving provincial governors. The mandarin class was 
a deeply conservative force in China because their education system reinforced all the traditional values. 
This suited China’s imperial system, but left Qing China without the leadership needed to deal with the 
challenges of a changing nineteenth-century world.  

 2b.3.4 The eunuchs 
 Thousands of Chinese were also employed in the 
administration of the emperor’s palaces. Young 
boys were selected to become the  eunuchs  who 
would spend their lives in the service of the 
emperor. They were  castrated  with the permis-
sion of their parents in the hope that they might 
have the opportunity to gain positions of impor-
tance within the palace. Their duties were wide 
ranging; the eunuchs worked within the women’s 
apartments, supervised workshops and temples and 
were responsible for palace maintenance. They also 
oversaw the production of silk, royal jewellery and 
weapons. They were often loathed by the man-
darins, but were too useful to the emperors to be 
banished from court. Castration meant they could 
never have a family of their own, and so found a 
dynasty that could challenge the emperor’s  lineage .  

 2b.3.5 The peasants, workers 
and merchants 
 The vast majority of China’s people were poor 
peasant farmers living on less than a hectare of 
land. Most of China’s revenue came from taxing 
the peasants and their land. There was also a heavy 
tax on salt and tea. Throughout Chinese history 
the peasants remained overtaxed and overworked. 

 The traditional life of China revolved around 
the village, where patterns of Chinese work, belief 
and culture developed. Confucianism honoured 
the work of peasants above all other labour. It was 
their tireless efforts in planting and harvesting 
crops that provided China’s food supply. The 
work of the peasant remained the economic foun-
dation of Chinese society. 

 From birth, the Chinese learnt their responsi-
bility to the family and the village community. 
The Chinese peasants worked with the family 
according to the Confucian ideal, which valued 

   SOURCE 5  Li Lien-ying, the Chief Eunuch serving the 
nineteenth-century Qing Empress Cixi. His importance 
to her government is represented through the symbols 
of scholarship around him, including calligraphy 
brushes and Chinese classical texts. 
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the good of all above the happiness of the individual. It was considered good fortune to have five genera-
tions of a family living under one roof.

Chinese villages were run by a headman who was chosen by the community and had a range of 
responsibilities:
 • collecting government tax and ensuring the grain produced by the village was presented at the govern-

ment storehouse every year
 • monitoring village welfare, including resolving general law and order issues
 • supervising and organising the administration of the village market places.

China’s agriculture was concentrated along the 
coasts and river plains. Rivers and coasts also 
provided a staple diet of fish. Wheat was farmed 
in the north and rice in the south. In the harsh 
dry lands of the west, the people lived a semi- 
nomadic existence herding sheep, goats and yak. 
Every member of a large farming family was 
needed to work the land. The Industrial Revo-
lution had done little to alter traditional farming 
practice in nineteenth-century China. The use of 
machinery had not yet replaced the cheap family 
labour provided by the peasantry.

The life of peasant families working their 
small plots of land was harsh, but conditions 
for landless workers were even more difficult. 
These agricultural workers lived with starvation 
and homelessness as they moved with the sea-
sons in their constant search for employment. 
They were the poorest of China’s people, but not 
the lowest in status. The lowest group on Chi-
na’s social scale was the merchants. Merchants 
did not live according to the Confucian ideals of 
loyalty, obedience and virtuous behaviour. They 
made their wealth by trading goods that others 
had produced, so were regarded as ‘parasites’, 
living off the hard work of peasants.

SOURCE 6 A Qing dynasty painting showing the 
traditional agricultural life of the Chinese peasants at 
harvest time. The whole family worked together to reap 
the rice crop.

2b.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Imagine you are a mandarin scholar. Some groups within Qing society are beginning to question Chinese 

values, social structure and government. Write a speech outlining Chinese traditions and organisation, and 
why you believe it is important to maintain the old ways.

Develop source skills
2. Traditional Confucian teachings stressed the importance of accepting one’s place and position in life.
3. Consider the perspective, or view, of life in China expressed in SOURCES 1 and 2. Write a letter to the Qing 

nobleman’s wife explaining the difference between your own modern values and the Confucian values 
expressed through the sources.
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  2b.4  The leadership of the Dragon Throne 
 2b.4.1 The Dragon Throne 
 For over 2000 years, China was under the leader-
ship of emperors who headed the ruling  dynasties , 
or families. The 157 emperors of China sat on their 
Dragon Throne and ruled over hundreds of millions 
of people. The dragon was the symbol of power 
throughout Chinese Imperial history. The Chinese 
believed that in death their fi rst emperor was trans-
formed into a dragon. The dragon was a motif, or 
recurring subject, carved into palaces and embroi-
dered onto royal robes.  

 From the time of the fi rst Chinese empire, estab-
lished in 221 BCE, the emperor was regarded as a 
son of heaven with total authority over his earthly 
kingdom. Every member of Chinese society had a 
duty to serve the emperor and was bound to honour 
him. The Chinese were taught to accept their posi-
tion and place in life. 

 The Chinese believed the ruling family’s power 
was granted by heaven and was part of the natural 
order of the universe. The emperor’s duty was to 
rule with wisdom and goodness. A failure to pro-
tect the people and acts of selfi shness or poor gov-
ernment were a sign that heaven had withdrawn the 
 mandate  to rule. This would lead to rebellion. The 
last Xia king, Chieh, was cruel and unworthy and so 
the ‘mandate of heaven’ was taken from him. Chieh 
was chased from the throne by people from western 
China who were known as the Shang.  

4.   The Emperor Qianlong was said to maintain his power through his Manchu skills as a military leader and his 
deep understanding of Chinese tradition and law. Suggest how the  SOURCE 3  artist expressed Qianlong’s 
image as both a Manchu and Chinese leader.  

5.   Write a letter to the envoy sent to China by King George III explaining the  kow tow  and its signifi cance to the 
Chinese. Refer to  SOURCE 4  for your details.  

6.   Describe how the position of the eunuch in Chinese society is expressed through the  SOURCE 5  image.  
7.   Using  SOURCE 6  as your evidence, suggest why the family was so important to the traditional Chinese way 

of life.   

   SOURCE 1  The robe worn by the Qing dynasty 
emperor. Imperial yellow was the colour an emperor 
wore to signify his position of power. This gown was 
embroidered with seed pearls and coral to create 
images of imperial power. The image of bats was also 
included in the robe design because they were the 
symbol of happiness. 

 RETROFILE 
 According to Chinese legend, the fi rst of the 22 ruling dynasties of China was founded by the Xia, or Hsia. 
The Xia were remembered by the generations that followed through the legends of the great Xia king Yu. Yu 
built dams and canals to protect the people from the terrifying fl ood waters of Huang He, the ‘yellow river’. 
According to legend, Yu’s wisdom was recognised by the people who demanded his son become their next 
ruler. Until this time the throne had passed from the king to the wisest man in the kingdom. When Yu’s son came 
to the throne the fi rst Chinese dynasty began. 
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 2b.4.2 The Manchu conquerors 
 China’s system of government was remarkably resilient, surviving from ancient times to the modern era of 
electricity and automobiles. Weak dynasties were replaced by new ruling families, according to the rules of 
the mandate of heaven. 

 The last dynasty of imperial China had its origins in the region of Manchuria, lying north east of the 
Great Wall. In 1644 the brilliant Ming dynasty collapsed. While the Ming’s cultural achievements reached 
a high point in Chinese history, their government had become ineffi cient and corrupt. The powerful Man-
churian army took advantage of Ming weakness and moved their soldiers and cavalry south, taking control 
of the seat of Ming power in Beijing. The Manchu moved into the Chinese emperor’s palace, the Forbidden 
City, and named their new dynasty  Qing , meaning ‘pure’. 

 Over time the Manchu conquerors adopted the Chinese Confucian values and system of government. 
Despite their traditional Chinese outward appearance, the Manchu were always regarded as foreigners by 
the majority Han Chinese population. The Manchu rulers also maintained their distance from the people. 
Their Han Chinese subjects were made to show their submission to the Manchu by shaving the front of 
their heads and wearing their hair in long pigtails. Marriage between Manchu and Han was forbidden. The 
Manchu were never more than 2 per cent of the total population, yet the Manchu nobility took the best land 
and remained a privileged group. 

 The Manchu conquerors’ Qing dynasty was a period of territorial expansion and wealth. At the height of 
power, Qing China was regarded as the richest land on Earth.   

 2b.4 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.     

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Describe what happened to the last Xia king and then explain the concept of the ‘mandate of heaven’. Write 

your own short defi nition of the term.   

c.1500–1122 BCE
• Shang

1122–255 BCE
• Zhou

206 BCE–9 CE
• Western Han 618–908 CE

• Tang

581–618 CE
• Sui

9–23 CE
• Wang
 Mang

The Five
Dynasties

907–923 CE
• Later Liang
923–925 CE
• Later Tang

936–947 CE
• Later Jin
947–951 CE
• Later Han
951–960 CE
• Later Zhou

960–1279 CE
• Song

1279–1368 CE
• Yuan

1368–1644 CE
• Ming

16001500 1400 11001300 1200 1000 150014001300120011001000 18001700 1900

25–220 CE
• Eastern Han

221–207 BCE
• Qin

265–281 CE
• Period of Disunion

1644–1912 CE
• Qing

   SOURCE 2  Timeline of imperial dynasties 
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2b.5 Chinese culture and beliefs
2b.5.1 Living with the land
Agriculture shaped the Chinese economy, religion, beliefs and cultural traditions. Feeding the world’s 
largest population placed great pressure on China’s agricultural workers. Historians estimate that, by 
the end of the nineteenth century, China’s population could have reached 500 million. Agricultural pro-
duction was limited because only 20 per cent of the land was owned by the peasants who farmed it. 
Most of China’s farms were owned by landlords, who were unwilling to spend their money on modern 
schemes to improve agricultural production. China’s farming land was therefore over-used and increas-
ingly under-fertilised.

Living in harmony with the forces of nature and her seasons was at the core of religion and philosophy. 
China’s earliest beliefs showed great reverence for the mountains, rivers and the soil of the land. The people 
prayed to the gods for good crops and gave thanks for their harvest. From this basis of nature worship, the 
three main beliefs in China developed:
 • Confucianism
 • Daoism
 • Buddhism.

2b.5.2 Confucianism
Confucius was a philosopher and teacher who established a set of beliefs and practices that shaped Chi-
nese government, values and society for over two thousand years. Confucius was born in 551 BCE into 
a poor family in the feudal state of Lu. He studied the ancient traditions and customs of his society, and 
the problems his people had to face. Confucius believed that the suffering of the poor could be relieved 
through government reforms. He devoted his life to teaching and spreading his message of good govern-
ment through good behaviour. The teachings were compiled into The Analects of Confucius and published 
after his death.

Respect for the traditions, customs and the people of the past remained central to Confucianism. Con-
fucius identified ‘li’ as the basis of good behaviour, and modelled the organisation of society on the 
relationship between family members. A good family and a well-governed state were established on the 
same principles. Confucius believed that an ordered and fair society would develop by following ‘li’ and 
observing the correct relationships between all members of Chinese society.

RETROFILE
All things in the universe were believed to be connected by the yin and the yang. The yang was the male force 
found in fire and sunlight, and the yin was the female force found in things soft and mysterious.

Research and communicate
2. The period of the Qing was the last ruling dynasty of China. Using SOURCE 2 as your starting point, create 

your own timeline of Chinese history. Research the key features and events of the main dynasties and add 
them to your timeline as bullet points. Illustrate your timeline with images of some of the key events of 
Chinese imperial history.

3. Images of the dragon can be found everywhere in Chinese culture. Find illustrations of China’s dragons and 
use them to illustrate your work.

4. Identify a symbol of power from the SOURCE 1 image of the imperial robes and then suggest what this 
source indicates about the emperor’s position in China at the end of the Qing dynasty.
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Confucius believed the ruler of China should 
be regarded as the wise head of his family, 
which included all of the people of his Chi-
nese kingdom. The Chinese concept of family 
included not only the living but the honoured 
dead. In family life, the child was taught 
respect for parents and duty to the family. 
The ruler’s primary responsibility was to look 
after his people. China’s emperors were granted 
the ‘mandate of heaven’ because they were 
regarded as the father of their people.

2b.5.3 Daoism
Confucius provided the Chinese with an expla-
nation of their place in a society that was full 
of injustice. Other scholars also attempted to 
make sense of a violent and troubled world. The 
philosopher Lao Zi lived at the same time as 
Confucius and dedicated himself to improving 
life for his people. Lao Zi taught the Chinese 
about their place in nature. Lao Zi believed that 
through observing the yin and the yang of the 
universe, people could live in simplicity and 
in harmony with nature, without the interfer-
ence of governments. He taught that the noblest 
people in any society were the peasants because 
of their understanding of the natural world. Lao Zi’s way of thinking became known as Daoism (sometimes 
spelt as Taoism). According to Lao Zi, all the troubles of the world were due to people rejecting nature and 
wanting possessions. Daoism eventually became a religion with deities, temples and priests. Lao Zi’s cele-
bration of nature had a great influence on the artists and the writers who came after him.

SOURCE 1 The teachings of Confucius shaped Chinese 
society and government for over 2000 years.

China was considered to
be the Middle Kingdom

between heaven and earth

Emperor was the
‘son of heaven’, 

leader of a dynasty

Emperor’s right to rule was
based on approval from 

heaven (a ‘mandate’)

Emperor’s subjects had
right to rebel against dynasty

if ‘mandate’ changed
(droughts, floods, famine)

Educated scholars
advised emperor

Loyal, well-mannered,
obedient ‘model citizens’

Social system of
superior/inferior social
relationships existed

(e.g. emperor/subjects;
husband/ wife; older/

younger person)

China’s neighbours
considered inferior and paid
tribute to China each year

Society was based
on ideas of Confucius

(b. 551 BC)

Traditional Confucian
Chinese society during

Qing dynasty

SOURCE 2 The main features of the Qing dynasty reflected the traditional elements 
of a Confucian society.
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 2b.5.4 Buddhism 
 Buddhism spread from Central Asia to China in the fi rst century CE. Buddhist beliefs in rebirth and enlight-
enment were not always in agreement with Confucian values. The family unit was regarded by Confucian 
scholars as the basis of a well-ordered society, whereas Buddhist monks did not marry or have families. 
Despite the differences in some of the central beliefs, Buddhism was eventually tolerated and eventually 
absorbed into Chinese culture. 

 Buddhism offered a path for life after death, and so provided the Chinese with spiritual comfort. The 
Buddha taught four ‘noble truths’: 
 •    suffering is a part of life  
 •   suffering is due to selfi shness and personal desire  
 •   suffering will cease when personal desires are overcome  
 •   following the eightfold path is the way to defeat desire.   

 The eightfold path reinforced many of the Confucian teachings. The path emphasised the importance of 
having the right viewpoint, right values, right speech, right behaviour, right living, right effort, right mind-
fulness and right contemplation. 

RETROFILE
According to legend, Lao Zi became so saddened by the wars provoked by China’s nobility that he left China, at 
the age of 160, in a wagon pulled by oxen and was never seen again.

A peasant 
walking away 
from the sleeping 
man, and so 
rejecting a ‘lazy 
life’

Sleeping fi gure 
indicating 
laziness 
and missed 
opportunities’

Peaceful natural setting 
symbolising the ideal in 
human relationships

Friends bowing 
to each other 
showing the 
qualities of 
respect and 
humility

Group living in harmony 
because they are well 
educated, particularly in 
music and dance

Respectful 
conversation 
between friends

   SOURCE 3  Chinese painting illustrating the Confucian value of living harmoniously and always behaving 
appropriately 
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 2b.5.5 Christianity  
 With the discovery of sixteenth-century trade routes 
between Europe and Asia, the Catholic Church 
looked to spreading the Christian faith to China. The 
main missionaries were Jesuits from Portugal. In 
1573 Alessandro Valignano left Lisbon for Macao, 
with the aim of establishing a new mission in China. 
Valignano believed that Christianity should enter 
China quietly, learn Chinese traditions and values, 
and then begin to spread the Catholic faith. The Jes-
uits were instructed to read, write and speak Chinese 
before attempting any missionary work. Valignano 
was followed by Matteo Ricci in 1582, who was 
invited to China as a mathematician and maker of 
scientifi c instruments. Ricci’s work and the Euro-
pean inventions of mechanical clocks and  quadrants  
impressed scholars and offi cials. Ricci succeeded in 
establishing a place in Chinese society and having 
the Chinese look upon foreigners as strangers who 
fi nally had something to offer China. By the end of 
his life, Ricci was no longer regarded as a foreigner. 
He died in China in 1610 leaving a dedicated group 
of Jesuits to continue his work. 

 Ricci and his followers avoided religious confl ict 
with China. They used Chinese ideas and values 
to express Christian teachings and respected Chi-
nese cultural traditions. Later European missionary 
groups, such as the Franciscan and Dominican 
orders, thought Chinese belief to be the work of the devil and a betrayal of Christianity. By the end of the eight-
eenth century the Jesuit missionary work in China was at an end and the infl uence of Christianity was declining.  

   SOURCE 4  Matteo Ricci, the Italian priest who 
introduced European education to the Chinese in an 
attempt to establish Christianity. He is pictured with Ly 
Paulus who was a Chinese convert to Christianity. 

 2b.5 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.     

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Explain how religion infl uenced Chinese government and society.   

 Research and communicate 
2.    The fall of the Ming dynasty and the Manchu invasion brought unrest to China. The art of the Qing period 

often refl ects the diffi culties of the time. Landscape art developed to a high artistic form as painters made 
a statement against the Manchu by celebrating traditional Chinese forms. Research the art, craft and 
architecture of the Qing dynasty. Select fi ve examples of Qing artistic achievement. Identify the subject 
matter and any particular signifi cance your chosen works have to religion or traditional values. Create a class 
gallery of objects expressing Qing culture.   

 Develop source skills 
3.    According to the information in  SOURCE 2 , explain the strengths and weaknesses of the Qing emperor in 

traditional Chinese society.  
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  2b.6  Contact, confl ict and change 
 2b.6.1 China’s contact with the European world 
 China did not welcome the arrival of Europeans and attempted to restrict the entry of foreigners into the 
Middle Kingdom. The behaviour of Portuguese sailors during the sixteenth century had set Chinese atti-
tudes against Europeans. The Portuguese were accused of  piracy , fi ghting, drunkenness and disrespectful-
ness. China barred these troublesome Europeans from entering the kingdom, offi cially referring to them as 
‘barbarians from the Western Ocean’. While European traders continued to seek Chinese products such as 
silk, tea and porcelain, the Chinese expressed no desire for European goods. The Spaniards, Dutch, English 
and Russians also tried to gain entry into China but obtained only very limited access to a few of her ports. 

 China’s lack of interest in trade with the world beyond was due to two key factors: 
 •    The Chinese economy was self-suffi cient, producing everything that the Chinese required.  
 •   The Chinese believed that their technology and way of life were superior to other world civilisations and 

so did not feel the need to learn from other peoples.   
 As seventeenth-century trade links between Europe and other parts of Asia began to grow, China 

remained off limits. The Chinese continued to regard foreigners as barbarians and declined any attempts at 
establishing diplomacy with European governments. 

 2b.6.2 Merchants and trading ports 
 By the eighteenth century more pressure was placed 
on the British government to obtain trading rights 
with China. In 1793 King George III sent a group 
of royal envoys, headed by Lord McCartney, to the 
court of the Chinese Qing dynasty emperor, Qian-
long (1736–1795). The British requested the oppor-
tunity to establish trade links with fewer limitations. 
Lord McCartney took with him a group of artists 
and scientists, and objects showcasing Europe’s 
latest technology including telescopes, guns and air 
balloons. The Chinese were unimpressed: 

 ‘As your ambassador can see for himself, we 
possess all things. We set no value on objects 
strange or ingenious, and have no use for your 
country’s manufactures.’  

 Emperor Qianlong managed to confi ne the British presence in China to some ports in Canton, and the 
Portuguese traders to a narrow strip of waterfront territory in Macao. Strict rules were placed on visiting 
foreigners. They were: 
 •    forbidden entry into the Chinese cities  
 •   not permitted to bring families into Chinese territory  
 •   subject to Chinese laws (considered brutal by European standards)  
 •   allowed to conduct their business only through government appointed agents, called the Cohong.   

4.   List reasons why Qing society did not embrace change.  
5.   From your reading of the text and  SOURCE 3  analysis, write a new caption explaining the signifi cance of the 

painting as a means of teaching people about Confucian values.  
6.   What evidence does  SOURCE 4  provide to support the claim that the Jesuits attempted to adapt their 

mission as Christians to Chinese values and culture?   

   SOURCE 1  A drawing of the important trade centre 
of Canton in 1860. Canton became the centre of the 
opium trade. 
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 Britain made another attempt to establish a more open trade agreement with China at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century. In 1816 a British  emissary  named Lord Amherst requested an audience with the emperor. Court 
offi cials insisted that on entering the emperor’s presence, the British emissary perform the kow tow on hands and 
knees. Lord Amherst angrily refused and with that the distrust between China and the West further increased. 

 2b.6.3 The Opium War 
 The trade in opium 
 China was drawn into closer contact with the Western world through war over the trade in opium. Opium 
was introduced to China by Arab merchants in the eighth century CE. It was valued as a painkiller and 
imported into China in small quantities. The Portuguese dominated the trade in opium in the sixteenth cen-
tury and increased the quantity of opium being exported from India to China. During China’s later Ming 
dynasty, opium began to be used by wealthier people in China’s southern provinces for its  narcotic  qualities. 
The Chinese government was very concerned about this use of the drug and moved to ban it for anything 
other than medical use. Emperor Qianlong directed harsh punishments for those involved in the illegal opium 
trade. Chinese law sentenced opium dealers to fl oggings, banishment from China and hard labour in remote 
prison camps. Opium addicts were also punished if they continued using the drug. Medical treatment was also 
offered to addicts to ease the painful symptoms that came with withdrawal from opium.  

 Despite all government efforts, the traders ignored the royal edict and the volume of opium entering China 
continued to steadily increase during the nineteenth century. The British now dominated the opium trade 
and found that they could exchange opium for 
valuable Chinese trade goods and silver. By 
the 1830s, the smoking of opium had become 
a major social problem, with thousands of 
people regularly smoking opium in southern 
China. China’s addiction to opium reached a 
point where British opium traders had diffi -
culty meeting the demand. The British made 
fortunes from China’s misery as they con-
tinued smuggling opium into the secret water-
front warehouses of ports such as Canton.   

 By the 1830s, the problems stemming from 
opium smoking had reached crisis point in 
China: 
 •    Of the estimated two million opium addicts, 

many were from the educated classes who 
had traditionally provided China with her 
offi cials and leadership. Good government 
and political leadership were threatened.  

 •   Opium being imported into China was paid 
for in silver, China’s standard currency since the fourteenth 
century. The stability of China’s economy was under threat as 
huge amounts of silver left China for the return of a product 
that was damaging China. The value of Chinese currency 
declined and the amount of taxation collected was reduced.  

 •   Opium smuggling encouraged crime and social unrest. Society 
was becoming more violent and politically unstable. Secret 
societies were emerging that organised criminal activity, 
bribed offi cials and undermined Chinese government further.  

 SOURCE 3  The annual number of chests 
of opium imported into China

 1820–24  7 889 

 1825–29  12 576 

 1830–34  20 331 

 1835–38  35 445 

   SOURCE 2  An opium den in China 
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 • Europeans became familiar with China and her weaknesses. European attitudes towards China changed 
from admiration and respect for the brilliance of Chinese culture to contempt for China and her people.

China’s attempt to destroy the opium trade
In 1838 the Qing emperor ordered the High Commissioner of Canton, Lin Zexu, to destroy the opium trade 
in Canton. Commissioner Lin ordered all stocks of opium be handed in and all opium trade with Europeans 
stopped. European opium merchants tried to bargain with Commissioner Lin into keeping their trade. The 
commissioner cut off supplies and had the British confined to their small residential area outside of the city. 
British superintendent Charles Elliott ordered the British merchants to comply with Commissioner Lin’s 
demands, and then surrendered over 20 000 cases of opium. The huge quantity of opium was mixed with 
lime and salt and dumped into the Pearl River. European merchants wishing to continue working in China 
were then forced to sign a document pledging withdrawal from the opium trade.

The first Opium War begins
In July 1839 a Chinese man, Lin Weihe, was killed in a fight with British and American sailors in the city 
of Kowloon near the Pearl River. Commissioner Lin demanded the British hand over six sailors to Chinese 
authorities for trial. The British refused the request and held their own investigation, eventually finding the 
sailors guilty of the man’s death. The British court sentenced them to a maximum of six months impris-
onment and a fine. The Chinese were furious at the defiant attitude displayed to Chinese law. The emperor 
directed Commissioner Lin to retaliate by stopping supplies reaching the British community living in 
Macao, the British headquarters in Asia. Charles Elliott, the Chief Superintendent of British trade, ordered 
ships to transport British families to Hong Kong and brought in armed reinforcements from India.

SOURCE 4 Lin Zexu wrote letters to Queen Victoria explaining the damage that opium was doing to China and 
requesting her support in banning the opium trade and ensuring British merchants operate their businesses 
legally in China.

We find that your country is sixty or seventy thousand li [three li make one mile, ordinarily] from China. Yet there are 
barbarian ships that strive to come here for trade for the purpose of making great profit. The wealth of China is used 
to profit from the barbarians. That is to say, the great profit made by barbarians is all taken from the rightful share of 
China. By what right do they then in return use the poisonous drug to injure the Chinese people? Even though the 
barbarians may not necessarily intend to do us harm, yet in coveting profit to an extreme, they have no regard for 
injuring others. Let us ask, where is your conscience? I have heard that the smoking of opium is very strictly forbidden 
by your country; that is because the harm caused by opium is clearly understood. Since it is not permitted to do harm 
to your own country, then even less should you let it be passed on to the harm of other countries — how much less to 
China! Of all that China exports to foreign countries, there is not a single thing which is not beneficial to people: they 
are of benefit when eaten, or of benefit when used, or of benefit when resold: all are beneficial. Is there a single article 
from China which has done any harm to foreign countries? Take tea and rhubarb, for example; the foreign countries 
cannot get along for a single day without them. If China cuts off these benefits with no sympathy for those who are to 
suffer, what can the barbarians rely upon to keep themselves alive? Moreover the woolens, camlets, and longells [i.e., 
textiles] of foreign countries cannot be woven unless they obtain Chinese silk. If China, again, cuts off this beneficial 
export, what profit can the barbarians expect to make? As for other foodstuffs, beginning with candy, ginger, 
cinnamon, and so forth, and articles for use, beginning with silk, satin, chinaware, and so on, all the things that must 
be had by foreign countries are innumerable. On the other hand, articles coming from the outside to China can only 
be used as toys. We can take them or get along without them. Since they are not needed by China, what difficulty 
would there be if we closed the frontier and simply stopped the trade? Nevertheless our Celestial Court lets tea, silk, 
and other goods be shipped without limit and circulated everywhere without begrudging it in the slightest. This is for 
no other reason but to share the benefit with the people of the whole world.

Having established new regulations, we presume that the ruler of your honourable country, who takes delight 
in our culture and whose disposition is inclined towards us, must be able to instruct the various barbarians to 
observe the law with care. It is only necessary to explain to them the advantages and disadvantages and then 
they will know that the legal code of the Celestial Court must be absolutely obeyed with awe.
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 The fi rst Anglo-Chinese War, also known as the Opium War, began. British troops easily defeated Chi-
na’s soldiers because: 
 •    China’s part-time soldiers lacked training, strong leadership and organisation, and suffered from low morale  
 •   Britain had a highly trained army equipped with superior weaponry including modern  artillery , muskets 

and fast steam-powered gunboats.    

 2b.6.4 The Treaty of Nanjing 
 Following their defeat, the Chinese were forced to sign the Treaty of Nanjing in August 1842. With this 
treaty, the British forced China into a peace that had disastrous consequences for the country: 
 •    Hong Kong was  ceded  to Britain as a base.  
 •   Five important Chinese ports were opened to British residence and trade.  
 •   The opium trade was legalised and Britain was paid compensation for the opium destroyed by Commis-

sioner Lin and the cost of the war.  
 •   British subjects in China were no longer under Chinese law and could trade without restrictions.  
 •   British missionaries were to be allowed into China.   

 The treaty of Nanjing opened China’s doors without her consent, and ushered China into a century of 
humiliation at the hands of Europeans. Nanjing was the fi rst stage of the destruction of China’s right to 
make her own economic, political, social and territorial decisions. 

   SOURCE 5  A British attack on Chinese war junks during the fi rst Opium War of 1841 

RETROFILE
Treaties with Europeans included the right of various Christian church groups to establish missions in China. 
The French gained the right to establish Catholic churches in the treaty ports, and the right to protect 
the Catholic missions located across China. The Catholics attempted to revive the Catholic communities 
established by the sixteenth-century Jesuits. Protestants established some schools and medical services in the 
ports and ventured into the countryside to preach the Christian gospel. They were generally less tolerant than 
the Catholics of traditional Chinese beliefs, attacking Buddhism and the ‘idols’ of China’s ancient religions.
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2b.6.5 The spread of European power in China
The United States of America, Holland and France took advantage of Britain’s victory and worked to obtain 
similar conditions and trade concessions with China. The Qing government mistakenly believed gaining the 
support of rival European nations would help them keep some control of British power in China.

During the 1860s several thousand British and French troops occupied Beijing to ensure the conditions 
the various treaties imposed on China were enforced. Dozens of new European trading companies were 
established. By the 1860s, the quantity of opium imported annually into China was double what it had been 
in the 1830s. European and American control of China crept relentlessly north from Canton to the city of 
Shanghai, which became another important European commercial and settlement centre. European interests 
in the ports were protected by European gunboats and operated under European systems of government. 
Meanwhile, Russian commercial and territorial interests in China moved south from the Siberian–Manchu-
rian border towards Beijing. European power was closing in on China.

2b.6.6 The Taiping Rebellion
Reasons for rebellion
Conditions in nineteenth-century China were ripe for rebellion. Emperor Qianlong was followed by a series 
of weak nineteenth-century Qing emperors who had no answers to European economic and political domi-
nance, and superior Western technology. The policy of ‘splendid isolation’, which China pursued for gener-
ations as her protection, no longer kept the foreigners away. China was poorly run by corrupt officials and 
weakened by costly wars. Corruption, crime, a failing Chinese economy, rising taxation and the increasing 
presence of foreigners on China’s soil led to riots within China:
 • Red Turban armies fought against the Qing dynasty to bring back the power of the fifteenth- and six-

teenth-century Ming dynasty.
 • Muslim separatists took control of Yunnan Province and waged war in Shaanxi and Gansu provinces.
 • Armed groups of peasant bandits roamed across the area north of the Huai River.
 • Triad groups took control of Xiamen and Shanghai.

To many Chinese, it appeared that the Qing dynasty had lost the ‘mandate of heaven’. The greatest threat 
to the survival of the Qing dynasty now came from within China.

The Taiping movement
In 1837 a young teacher named Hong Xiuquan failed his imperial exams, became sick and, while in a 
coma, claimed that he had a vision. He believed that God had taken him to heaven and directed him to 
establish the kingdom of God on earth. After his vision he came to believe that he was the younger brother 
of Jesus Christ, given the task by god of bringing Christianity to China. He preached a mixture of Confu-
cianism and Christianity, declaring a new dynasty called the Taiping, meaning Heavenly Kingdom of Great 
Peace, and proclaiming himself Tian Wang, Heavenly King.

Hong Xiuquan organised Chinese peasants and bandits into an army. At this time China was in a severe 
famine and Chinese peasants were walking the countryside in search of food. The Qing government provided 
no relief or support and so Hong Xiuquan found many peasants willing to follow him. In 1853 Hong Xiuquan’s 
army marched north and conquered the beautiful city of Nanjing. Nanjing was then declared the capital of the 
new Taiping dynasty. It was the beginning of the Taiping Rebellion, a ten-year revolt against the Qing dynasty.

RETROFILE
Hong Xiuquan came from a poor family background and had gained an opportunity for an education only 
because the entire village had realised his talents and decided to support him in his studies. Hong Xiuquan 
belonged to the Hakka ethnic group, a people with their own distinctive dialect and customs. The Hakka of 
Guangzhou, in China’s south, were descended from refugees originating in China’s north. The Hakka were 
looked down on by the southerners and regarded as second-class citizens.
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Taiping reforms
The Taiping movement was revolutionary. The rebels destroyed idols and temples, and demanded reforms 
such as land redistribution, and an end to foot binding and slavery. In regions of China under Taiping con-
trol some remarkable reforms were established:
 • private ownership of land was abolished and replaced by communes
 • citizens were given the right to vote for officials in their government
 • slavery in any form was forbidden
 • silk and cotton manufacturing was nationalised
 • the Chinese script was simplified to encourage literacy
 • women were given greater equality with men, although still expected to remain obedient wives and daughters.

War with European powers
The Qing dynasty faced attack from the Taiping, and then in 1856 faced another war with Europeans. The 
British and French used the brutal killing of a Catholic priest and the arrest of some sailors from a British ship 
as excuses to attack China again. European soldiers conquered the great city of Beijing and then marched into 
the emperor’s summer palace, burning and looting it. The outcome was the Treaties of Tianjin (1858–60), further 
‘agreements’ imposed on China, which opened all of China to the British, French, Americans and Russians.

SOURCE 6 Image of the Taiping rebels taking control of towns in the south of China. The Taiping aimed to 
destroy the Qing government and establish a new style of government based on strict discipline and ideas that 
were both Christian and Confucian. The Taiping Rebellion is often interpreted by historians as signalling the 
beginning of the revolutionary movements that would eventually topple China’s imperial system of government.

SOURCE 7 A description by Count d’Hérisson, a French observer, of the destruction of Beijing’s magnificent 
Summer Palace, and the theft of the precious objects inside

Some soldiers had buried their heads in the red-lacquered chests of the Empress, others were half-hidden 
among heaps of embroidered fabrics and silkware, still others were filling their pockets, shirts and kepis 
[French military hats] with rubies, sapphires, pearls, and pieces of crystal, or again were loading their chests 
with necklaces made of large pearls. Others were leaving the grounds with armfuls of clocks and watches. 
Sappers [engineers] had brought their axes and were smashing the furniture in order to collect the jewels which 
were set in the wood. One of them, looking very earnest, kept striking a lovely Louis XV clock in order to get its 
dial showing the hours with figures in crystal, which he believed to be diamonds.…

It was a virtual nightmare.
Before sunrise, the looting began all over again.
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 Once the foreign powers had the concessions they wanted from the Qing, they joined in the Qing battle 
against the Taiping rebels. The Americans and Europeans also feared the Taiping government because they 
believed it could threaten the trading rights they had gained across China. 

 The end of the Taiping Rebellion 
 The foreigners supplied the Qing with weapons and ships. At the end of the 1850s the Taiping armies were 
failing due to a lack of leadership and constant fi ghting within the Taiping government. In 1864 Nanjing 
fi nally fell to Qing forces, Hong Xiuquan drank poison and died. Most of the remaining Taiping rebels were 
killed in battle or committed suicide. By 1865 the Taiping Rebellion was over. Historians estimate that the 
revolt had destroyed hundreds of China’s towns and villages, and cost China at least 20 million lives. 

 The power of Chinese tradition 
 The Industrial Revolution changed the nineteenth-century world beyond China at a frightening pace. Euro-
peans were taking territory and establishing colonies across Africa and Asia. This generation of European 
adventurers cared less about respecting local traditions and sensitivities than their predecessors had. They 
believed their sophisticated technology gave them a moral superiority and the right to rule the people of the 
non-European world. 

 China’s inability to defend herself against European power was largely due to her resistance to change 
and failure to modernise. China clung to her Confucian traditions and continued to regard Chinese civilisa-
tion as superior to all others. The Confucian scholars who ruled China for centuries believed that Chinese 
classical literature still contained all the wisdom and knowledge necessary for good government. 

 China’s population grew rapidly during the Qing dynasty, despite the civil wars and the disruption to life 
that came with foreign conquest. In this vast land, life continued as it had for centuries. China remained a rural 
society with hundreds of millions of peasants farming the fi elds every day. The modernisation of agriculture 
that accompanied the Industrial Revolution in Europe had not transformed China’s farms. The introduction 

   SOURCE 8  The Summer Palace in Beijing today 
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of railways and Western technology did little to lift the 
burden of unceasing work from the shoulders of the 
peasantry. China’s peasants fought famine and flood, 
pests, and poor harvests. They still lived in their tra-
ditional mud-brick houses and worked their land by 
hand. Life continued to be ruled by the seasons and 
a life of grinding poverty remained their fate. China’s 
Confucian social order, religions, traditions and cus-
toms remained largely unchanged by the foreign con-
tact of the nineteenth century.

SOURCE 9 The words of a traditional Chinese folk 
song expressing the harshness of the peasant’s life

This year famine, Next year flood,
Grass, roots, tree bark gone for food.
Deep in debt, When the debt comes due:
One picul [unit of weight] is repaid as two.

2b.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What aspects of life in China were unchanged by contact with the outside world?
2. Create a mind map identifying the key events of nineteenth-century Chinese history and the impact of these 

events on Qing dynasty China.
3. Merchants, such as those who belonged to the Cohong, were regarded as being at the bottom of the 

Chinese social scaIe. The tea and silk merchants controlled the distribution of these goods throughout 
the world and so became enormously wealthy. Despite their power and money, their commercial activities 
were regarded as being below the dignity of the mandarin scholar class and less worthy than the toil of the 
peasants.
(a) Historians believe that the Chinese attitude towards merchants and trade stopped the development of 

a strong Chinese middle class. In small groups discuss the meaning of the term middle class, and its 
importance to society and government.

(b) With reference to the text, explain the role of the Cohong from the perspective of the merchant and the 
attitude you think the Cohong members would have had to trade with Europe.

Research and communicate
4. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Chinese called themselves the people of the 'Middle 

Kingdom' and believed people living outside China were barbarians. Role-play a conversation 
between a Confucian scholar and a British merchant in Canton explaining their two different views of 
the world. You will need to research the changes that have taken place in Europe during the previous 
century, such as the Industrial Revolution, and the basic principles of Confucian values and codes of 
behaviour.

5. Research the Summer Palace.
(a) What was it?
(b) Who built it?
(c) Why was it built?

6. Design the front cover for a book on the history of the Summer Palace and compile a contents page 
indicating the title of each new chapter in the book.

Develop source skills
7. The port of Canton was opened to trade with Europeans in the seventeenth century. It quickly became 

the most prosperous port because of its close location to South-East Asia. Canton’s population entirely 
depended on foreign trade for their livelihood, and so in the mid eighteenth century the Qing government 
left it as the only port open to trade with the outside world.

8. Imagine you are a nineteenth-century British merchant newly arrived in China. Write a letter to your family 
at home describing your image of the trade centre of Canton. Refer to SOURCE 1 for your evidence of the 
port’s appearance.

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS

diacriTech
Highlight



198 Jacaranda Retroactive 2 NSW Australian curriculum History Stage 5

c02bChinaAndTheWorld.indd Page 198 25/07/17  11:03 AM

2b.7 Empress Dowager Cixi
2b.7.1 Empress Dowager Cixi
The Empress Dowager Cixi was the only woman 
to achieve political power during the Qing dynasty. 
Cixi was born in 1835, the daughter of a humble 
government official. She was selected as a lowly 
ranked concubine at the court of Emperor Xianfeng 
and transported to Beijing’s Forbidden City in 1852. 
The secluded household she now joined was home to 
about 6000 people. The emperor was the household’s 
only adult male. He was looked after by approxi-
mately 3000 women and 3000 eunuchs. Cixi was 
one of approximately 70 concubines given her own 
apartment to live in, and four eunuchs as her personal 
servants.

Cixi impressed the emperor and was promoted to 
the position of consort, or wife, after the birth of her 
son, the future Emperor Tongzhi. In 1861 Emperor 
Xianfeng died and was succeeded by five-year-old 
Tonghzi. Cixi then began her amazing rise to power, 
gaining the position of the dowager empress and 
the title of the Empress of the Western Palace. From 
this point, Cixi dominated government by manip-
ulating one personality against another and steadily 
building her own power base of supporters. Cixi was 
authoritarian, ruthless and conservative. While she 
had allowed reforms to take place during the earlier 
years of her rule, ultimately she clung to China’s past, 
resisting fundamental change and the reforms that 
could threaten her absolute power and dynastic privi-
leges. Cixi saw modernisation as a threat to the Qing 
dynasty.

Cixi ruled from behind a large silk screen. Qing 
China’s attitudes towards women were deeply conservative. Literacy and learning was still denied to all but a 
small group of women, and Cixi’s power could be exercised only through her son. Women were not permitted 

9. Britain’s opium trade in China is regarded as one of her most shameful acts. Design a poster based on the 
evidence provided in the sources to draw the attention of the nineteenth-century British public to the opium 
trade, and the need to bring it to an end.

10. Imagine that you are a Chinese historian writing a text on the history of nineteenth-century China and the 
West. Write a new extended caption for SOURCE 5 describing the scene from the Chinese perspective. In 
your caption, provide some background to the Opium Wars.

11. Briefly describe what happened to the Summer Palace based on the SOURCE 7 account.
12. Write a short analysis of the significance to China of the events at the Summer Palace, from the point of 

view of a mandarin scholar official.
13. Suggest why the experience of the peasantry as expressed in SOURCE 9 was a threat to the survival of the 

Qing dynasty.

SOURCE 1 The Empress Cixi was only 1.5 metres 
tall and quietly spoken, but displayed determination 
and strength from the time she entered the Forbidden 
City. She became the most powerful person in late 
nineteenth-century China.
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to appear at the Imperial audiences and so the young Tonghzi sat on the throne while Cixi directed events 
from behind her screen. When her son died in 1875 she took sole control of government and then selected her 
nephew, Guangxu, as the new emperor in 1889.

The challenges to Qing power appeared to be brought under control during the decades of Cixi’s rule. 
The Qing largely rejected the foreign influences and the changing world around them. Late nineteenth-cen-
tury life in China went on as usual: an estimated 13 million peasants died in the Great North China famine 
of 1877–78, China’s ruling class maintained their monopoly on power and Cixi built a marble boat to sail 
upon the lakes at her Summer Palace.

2b.8 China in the modern world
2b.8.1 The Self-Strengthening Movement
Despite the Empress Cixi’s lack of support for modernisation and reform, change did come to China at 
the end of the nineteenth century. The first movement for modernisation appeared in 1860 with ziqiang, or 
the ‘Self-Strengthening Movement’. The movement promoted the need for China to learn from the Euro-
peans through the study of modern Western science and languages. The Self-Strengthening Movement was 
encouraged by some key personalities in China, such as Zhaeng Guofan, the governor of Hunan. Zhaeng 
Guofan was a distinguished Confucian scholar who recognised the advantages of foreign technology. 
He believed that China needed modernisation for self-defence and that modernisation could be achieved 
without the sacrifice of traditional Confucian principles.

Zhaeng Guofan encouraged the recruitment of highly skilled officials willing to learn about the Western 
way of life. His modernisation initiatives were carried on by his successor, Li Hongzhang. Li Hongzhang 
organised the finance for commercial development in China and established a range of government-super-
vised businesses such as:
 • a shipping line called the China Steam Merchants Navigation Company
 • the Kaiping coalmines to provide the coal power for the ships
 • a telegraph system to provide communication links for businesses across China
 • a textile mill.

Li Hongzhang also employed foreigners to teach the Chinese the expertise needed to run these modern 
businesses and an education program that in 1872 began sending Chinese students to Europe and Japan.

2b.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What does the experience of Cixi as a young woman suggest about the status of women in nineteenth-

century China?

Research and communicate
2. Have a class brainstorm about the meaning of feminism. How important are feminist ideas to the society in 

which we live? Design a poster expressing your ideas.

Develop source skills
3. Imagine that you are the fashion columnist for a nineteenth-century women’s magazine. Refer to SOURCE 1 

to write a short piece describing the appearance of the famous Empress Cixi. In your article explain how her 
appearance supports the claim that Cixi was a very conservative force in the government of Qing China.
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 Li Hongzhang realised the importance of improving China’s military and naval capabilities to ensure she 
was in a better position to defend herself against further foreign invasions of her territory. He purchased 
foreign weapons and trained his soldiers in Western methods of warfare. In 1864 he established an  arsenal  
in Shanghai to build China’s own gunboats and manufacture weaponry. The arsenal also translated Western 
texts on military training and strategy into Chinese. 

 2b.8.2 War and ‘peace’ 
 The Self-Strengthening Movement was not able to keep China safe from further armed struggle with for-
eign powers. The Chinese went to war against France between 1883 and 1885. This confl ict was Chi-
na’s fi rst real attempt at defending herself since the beginning of the Self-Strengthening Movement of the 
1860s. French forces had taken control of the area of modern-day Vietnam and then moved towards China. 
Li Hongzhang was wary of war with Europeans but was persuaded to send Chinese troops to Vietnam. The 
Chinese army had some victories against the French on land, but the power of the French Navy gave France 
victory and pushed China into another humiliating ‘peace’ known as the Treaty of Tianjin, 1885. 

 China faced other confl icts while battling France: 
 •    In 1876 Chinese troops fought against the British efforts to take control of Burma. Britain annexed 

Burma in 1886.  
 •   In 1894 China went to war against Japan for control of Korea, which had been a  vassal  state of China 

for centuries. Japan’s modern military force easily defeated Chinese troops. China was forced to 
sign the Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1885, which gave the Chinese territory of Taiwan and Liadong to 
Japan and a large compensation payment for the cost of the war. Additional ports were also opened 
to Japanese trade.    

   SOURCE 1  A Japanese painting of their victory over China, which fi nally resulted in Chinese humiliation at the 
Treaty of Shimonoseki. The Chinese are shown pleading for peace after their defeat at the Battle of Weihaiwei, 
a major land and sea engagement between the forces of Meiji Japan and Qing China. The Chinese commander, 
Dingruchang, is pictured surrendering to Japan’s Admiral Ito. Commander Dingruchang had in fact committed 
suicide rather than surrender. 
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 2b.8.3 The scramble for China 
 Japan followed the rise of modern 
 nationalism  and the industrialisation 
that changed Europe. Japan became a 
stunning example of what modernisa-
tion could achieve. Japan was the great 
military and naval power of Asia at the 
end of the nineteenth century. Japan 
scored easy victories against China both 
on land and at sea, moving into Man-
churia and then threatening Beijing. The 
defeat revealed China’s weakness and 
signalled the opportunity for European 
powers to carve out even larger slices 
of Chinese territory for themselves. The 
scramble for China reached a new level 
as Russia, Great Britain, France and 
Germany seized their chance to annex 
even more land.  

 The foreigners also wanted the rights 
to mining in China, control of transport 
systems and new industries. China in the late nineteenth century has been described as a game of Monopoly 
with foreigners racing across the land buying Chinese properties, railways and businesses at bargain prices. 
China was on the path to being divided into a series of European colonies. The Qing dynasty was threat-
ened with total destruction. 

 A sense of Chinese nationalism came with defeat. It was clear that the use of modern weaponry was not 
enough to protect China from the impact of contact with foreign powers. Modern leadership and organisa-
tion was needed. Mastering Western technology also required an understanding of European political and 
legal systems. 

 Many Confucian scholars saw efforts of 
reform and industrialisation as a threat to the 
classical Chinese values that had been the 
basis of Chinese culture for more than 2000 
years. In 1898, the young Emperor Guangxu 
(1875–1908) took the bold step of defying 
the deeply conservative scholars and initiated 
a series of reforms. He had the support of 
students, a few key offi cials and some mem-
bers of China’s educated elite. 

 This drive towards reform was led by a 
scholar from Canton named Kang Yuwei. 
Kang Yuwei was a nationalist who was deter-
mined to declare China’s independence and 
power as a modern nation under the leader-
ship of a strong Qing dynasty. He believed 
that Westernisation and Confucianism could 
exist together. Kang Yuwei impressed the 
emperor with his plans for the sweeping 

   SOURCE 2  A nineteenth-century cartoon from  Punch  magazine 
illustrating the European grab for control of China. Britain is 
shown holding the upper body while France, Germany and 
Russia pull at the limbs. 

   SOURCE 3  Cartoon from  Punch  magazine, 1896, of 
Empress Cixi’s destruction of the program of reform 
proposed by Emperor Guangxu. The dominance of the 
empress was widely recognised. 
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change he named the ‘Hundred Days of Reform’. Between June and September of 1898 forty decrees were 
announced including: 
 •    the establishment of a new school and university system including a curriculum based on the teaching of 

Western science and technology  
 •   a program of railroad construction  
 •   reforms aimed at retraining and modernising the army and navy  
 •   modernisation of the examinations used to select civil servants  
 •   the creation of a government department for the translation of European literature into Chinese  
 •   the creation of a national assembly, based on the model of a British parliament, to administer China.   

 Many powerful Qing scholars labelled the reforms as an attack on the age-old traditions. The Empress 
Cixi led the opposition to change. In late September the emperor was deposed in a  coup  led by Cixi. The 
emperor and his key advisers were arrested. The emperor remained a prisoner at court until his death. Kang 
Yuwei escaped from China and spent the rest of his life in exile. Less fortunate scholars were executed. It 
seemed China was not ready for modernisation.  

 2b.8.4 The Boxer Rebellion  
 The Order of Righteous and Harmonious Fists 
 In 1899 China was hit again by violence and troubles. A peasant secret society emerged in the northern 
province of Shandong, one of the poorest regions of China. The society was known as the  Yihe quan , 
translated as ‘The Order of Righteous and Harmo-
nious Fists’. The Yihe quan are known to history as 
the Boxers. The Boxers’ aim was to destroy foreign 
infl uence and control of China. Members claimed 
that special training in martial arts, diet and prayer 
gave them extraordinary powers. They believed that 
through their kung fu style boxing and communica-
tion with a spirit world, they were magically pro-
tected from bullets and swords. 

 The Boxer slogan was ‘Support the Qing, 
destroy the foreign’. Fifty years of humiliation had 
wounded Chinese national pride and bred a desire 
for revenge. This simple Boxer message gained 
support from peasants who were suffering from 
constant food shortages and hardship. The Boxers 
believed the foreign devils had attacked China, 
been granted privileges by a weak government and 
had to be stopped. 

 Groups of young peasant women known as the 
‘Red Lanterns’ spread the Boxer slogans while ‘The 
Cooking Pot Lantern’ women’s groups made sure 
the Boxers were fed and housed. The Empress Cixi 
publicly condemned Boxer violence but recognised 
the support the Boxers had from the Chinese peas-
antry. Empress Cixi saw the Boxers as an oppor-
tunity to deal with the problem of foreign powers 
in China. Empress Cixi had effectively crushed the 
1898 attempts at reform and now had the chance to 
direct Chinese discontent away from the Qing and 
towards the foreigners. 

   SOURCE 4  A drawing of a Boxer by Johannes 
Koekkoek, 1900. The Boxers were an impressive 
sight in their long red tunics. Around the waist they 
wore a cartridge belt and they held great two-
handed swords. They wore brightly coloured jackets 
and trousers that were frequently embroidered with 
dragons. 
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 ‘Death to foreigners’ 
 The real violence began in June 1900, following a 
severe drought that destroyed the season’s crops. 
The Boxers stirred the peasants by claiming the food 
shortages were a punishment for having abandoned 
the old ways and ancient beliefs in favour of the ‘for-
eign devils’ and their god. The work of Christian mis-
sionaries, Protestant and Catholic, was a major source 
of the anger of many Chinese. The slogan ‘Death to 
foreigners’ spread across China from remote villages 
to the cities. Aggression was particularly 
directed towards the Christian communities.   

 By May of 1900 the Boxers were advancing 
towards Beijing. They were destroying 
railway lines, attacking foreign embassies, 
burning and  looting  missions, and killing 
Christians. Many Christian missionaries 
had fl ed from remote areas of China to the 
‘safety’ of Beijing. Attacks on foreigners 
were not punished and the Empress Cixi did 
not order her troops to block the entry of the 
Boxers into Beijing. Foreigners believed that 
the imperial troops were now assisting the 
Boxers. The Qing government split into two 
groups: those who wanted to use the Boxers 
against foreign powers and those who feared 
Boxer violence would only bring further for-
eign interference.  

 Defeat of the Boxer rebels 
 The governments of the United States, Great Britain, Japan and other European powers responded 
to the Boxer Rebellion by sending an international force of approximately 20 thousand soldiers to 
protect the thousands of foreign businessmen, diplomats and missionaries seeking shelter in Beijing. 
Several thousand Chinese Christians were also starving and trapped inside Beijing’s Catholic cathe-
dral. The Boxers lay siege to Beijing for eight weeks. When the international force finally reached the 
city in July, the Empress Cixi and her imperial household fled Beijing disguised as peasants riding in 
wooden carts. 

 The Boxer Rebellion was defeated and Beijing captured by a foreign army. On entering Beijing the for-
eign forces began looting and killing. Europe had expressed outrage at Boxer brutality but remained silent 
when the violence was committed by the hands of Europeans.    

 The Chinese were once again forced into a humiliating treaty called the ‘Boxer Protocol’ of 1901. Li Hong-
zhang was brought out of retirement to negotiate the terms of the settlement between China and the foreign 
force. The Boxer Protocol was designed to protect the future business interests of foreigners and punish China 
for allowing the rebellion to occur. Under the agreement China was forced to: 
 •    erect monuments to the foreigners who had been killed  
 •   pay Western nations a huge sum of money in  compensation  over a 40-year period  
 •   accept the stationing of foreign troops at key points between Beijing and the main ports  
 •   execute ten high Chinese offi cials and punish hundreds of others  
 •   ban the importation of weapons into China for a period of two years.   

 SOURCE 5  Words from a wall poster 
expressing the Boxer message

 Rip up the railroad tracks! 
 Pull down the telegraph lines! 
 Quickly! Hurry up! Smash them … 
 When at last all the Foreign Devils 
 Are expelled to the very last man, 
 The Great Qing, united, together, 
 Will bring peace to our land. 

   SOURCE 6  Troops of the Eight Nation Alliance sent to 
defeat the Boxers. Standing left to right are soldiers from 
the British, American, Russian, Indian, German, French, 
Austro-Hungarian, Italian and Japanese armies. 
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 The doomed dynasty 
 The Boxer Rebellion had a profound effect on China. The fate of the Boxers spelt doom for the Qing 
dynasty. The Empress Cixi was permitted to return to Beijing, but the damage done to the government of 
the Qing dynasty was irreparable. Chinese patriots gave up any hope that the Qing had the power to save 
China. The Qing dynasty lost any respect the Chinese people had for it, or any belief that it could deliver 
improvements in China’s standard of living. The Qing dynasty was now used by the foreign powers to 
collect more Chinese taxes to pay compensation. China was treated like a colony belonging to a number of 
foreign powers who were only interested in exploiting her wealth. Cixi blamed the Boxer Rebellion on her 
advisers and then turned to regularly hosting parties for European guests as a way of dealing with foreign 
power over China. 

 2b.8.5 Twentieth-century China 
 China entered the twentieth century divided into fi ve ‘spheres of infl uence’: 
 •    Britain controlled the Yangtze Valley, Canton and Tibet.  
 •   France controlled the south-west provinces bordering Vietnam.  
 •   Germany controlled the Shantung peninsula.  
 •   Russia controlled outer Mongolia and Sinkiang.  
 •   Japan controlled Manchuria and Fukien.   

 In an attempt to keep the Qing dynasty alive the Empress Cixi pledged to introduce reforms aimed at 
modernisation: 
 •    Between 1901 and 1909 a number of schools and universities were established and the traditional 

Chinese curriculum broadened to include Western studies. Modern Western ideas such as nationalism 

   SOURCE 7  British and Japanese soldiers shown fi ghting 
together against the Qing armies during the Boxer Rebellion 

   SOURCE 8  An image from the Holy 
Transfi guration Monastery, Massachusetts, 
of the Chinese ‘martyrs’ murdered during 
the Boxer Rebellion. The rebellion led to the 
brutal deaths of 526 foreigners, including 
200 missionaries. Historians estimate that 
approximately 30 000 Chinese Christians lost 
their lives and that thousands more innocent 
Chinese civilians died in the murder and looting 
carried out by both Boxer and foreign armies. 

   SOURCE 9  Execution of Boxers after the crushing of the 
rebellion 
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and socialism spread as a result 
of educational reform.  

 •   The traditional Confucian exam 
system was replaced with a West-
ern-style exam system based on 
mastery of subjects such as science 
and engineering.  

 •   Military academies were created to 
train a new offi cer class in the tech-
nology and strategies of modern 
warfare. The new Chinese army 
had the ability to crush rebellions 
in China, but also had the ability to 
attack the weak Qing government.  

 •   Administrative reforms were intro-
duced to improve the effi ciency of 
the central Qing government.   
 Empress Cixi clung to the hope that 

with reform the Qing could remain a 
symbol of Chinese unity and national 
pride, and that modernisation and the 
introduction of Western technology 
would build China’s strength. The 
reforms came too late to save the Qing. 
The rise of a newly educated genera-
tion provided the recruits for revolu-
tionary organisations and the newly 
formed army used its resources against 
the dynasty it had been created to 
defend. 

 A new era 
 The vision that would move China into 
the modern twentieth-century world 
did not come from the Qing. A young 
group of Western-educated politicians 
emerged, inspired by democratic ideals 
and determined to see the overthrow 
of the corrupt Qing dynasty. China’s 
future was now shaped by revolu-
tionary leaders such as Dr Sun Yat-sen. 
Conservative Confucian ideals were replaced by the belief in: 
 •    nationalism, to create a strong and unifi ed China capable of defending herself against foreign control  
 •   democracy, to build a government to serve the people and be elected by the people  
 •   the People’s Livelihood, to provide all people with food, shelter and the right to own land.    

 In 1912 the Qing were fi nally overthrown and China became a republic. This was the fi rst step in a rev-
olution that would last for the next 38 years, and eventually create a completely new social and political 
system. In the twentieth century, over 2000 years of Imperial rule ended, and the new era of communist 
China began.    

   SOURCE 10  Sun Yat-sen (shown here) and Yuan Shih-Kai were the 
leaders of the revolution of 1911, which ended the Qing dynasty and 
created the Republic of China. Sun Yat-sen was the son of a Christian 
farmer. He studied medicine and entered politics in the 1890s, 
but was forced into exile by the Qing because of his revolutionary 
activities. His ‘three people’s principles’ of nationalism, democracy 
and social reform were the basis of revolution in China. He became 
China’s fi rst president. 
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2b.8.6 Skill builder: Identifying, locating, selecting and organising 
information
In this task, you will take on the role of a historian to conduct your own research into the position of China at the 
beginning of the twentieth century compared with that of the international community.
You will need to use ICT and library resources to investigate and analyse comparable data and facts about China and 
two other societies — one Asian and one non-Asian. First, establish the location and brief background history of your 
chosen countries. Next, to develop a deeper understanding of China and your chosen countries at this time, examine 
several key research topics, such as:

• size and ethnic background of population
• system of government
• religion and cultural characteristics
• economy and industry
• legal system and human rights
• military organisation and weaponry
• health and life expectancy
• education system and standards
• technological development and public facilities such as transport and communication systems.
Now you can begin to interpret and analyse the information you have found. From your initial findings, develop a list 

of further inquiries.
For example, consider facts about educational standards. In China in 1910 there were only 13 000 girls in school, 

from a population of over 500 million. In Britain, however, the literacy rates for males and females were nearly equal, 
due to late-nineteenth century legislation. The Forster Act of 1870 mandated that all children aged between 5 and 
13 should attend school and, in 1880, legislation was introduced to enforce school attendance. In Japan, the Meiji 
Restoration period brought great changes, particularly in education. In 1872, compulsory schooling was mandated for 
Japanese children aged between 6 and 12.

In analysing the information on education in China, Britain and Japan we can develop a series of questions to 
highlight the significance of our findings:

• What do the educational systems and standards of a country indicate about the position of women?
• What do levels of education for the majority of the people indicate about a country’s ability to enter the modern age?
• How does the educational system in China compare with countries like Britain and Japan at the same time in history?
Once you have completed your research, present your findings in a short speech titled ‘China’s place in the world 

at the beginning of the twentieth century’.

SOURCE 11 An excerpt from the statement of Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary program of 1905

But the revolutions in former generations, such as the Ming Dynasty and the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, were 
concerned only with the driving out of the barbarians and the restoration of Chinese rule. Aside from these 
they sought no other change. We today are different from people of former times. Besides the driving out of 
the barbarian dynasty and the restoration of China, it is necessary also to change the national policy and the 
people’s livelihood. And though there are a myriad ways and means to achieve this goal, the essential spirit 
that runs through them all is freedom, equality, and fraternity. Therefore in former days there were heroes’ 
revolutions, but today we have a national revolution [Kuo-min ko-ming, lit., revolution of the people of the 
country]. ‘National revolution’ means that all people in the nation will have the spirit of freedom, equality, and 
fraternity; that is, they will all bear the responsibility of revolution.
1. Drive out the Tartars: The Manchus of today were originally the eastern barbarians beyond the Great Wall. 

They frequently caused border troubles during the Ming dynasty; then when China was in a disturbed state 
they came inside Shanhaikuan, conquered China, and enslaved our Chinese people. Those who opposed 
them were killed by the hundreds of thousands, and our Chinese have been a people without a nation for 
two hundred and sixty years. The extreme cruelties and tyrannies of the Manchu government have now 
reached their limit. With the righteous army poised against them, we will overthrow that government, and 
restore our sovereign rights. Those Manchu and Chinese military men who have a change of heart and 
come over to us will be granted amnesty, while those who dare to resist will be slaughtered without mercy. 
Chinese who act as Chinese traitors in the cause of the Manchus will be treated in the same way.

2. Restore China: China is the China of the Chinese. The government of China should be in the hands of the 
Chinese. After driving out the Tartars we must restore our national state. Those who dare to act like Shih 
Ching-t’ang or Wu San-kuei [both were traitors] will be attacked by the whole country.
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2b.8 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. With reference to the sources and the text, briefly outline who the Boxers were, what motivated them, what 

they did, and what the consequences of their rebellion were.
2. Describe the Qing government’s response to the Boxer Rebellion.
3. Write a one-page response to the statement ‘The Boxer Rebellion brought the end of the Qing dynasty’.
4. Who was Sun Yat-sen and what was his role in the collapse of the Qing dynasty?

Research and communicate
5. The Boxer Rebellion began as a traditional peasant uprising against the domination of the Chinese by 

both the Manchu and foreign powers. By the end of the rebellion it had become deeply nationalistic, 
fought for the Qing dynasty and launched savage attacks on Chinese and European Christians. Working 
in small groups, research this complex event, the forces that motivated the rebellion and the different 
perspectives of the event at the time. Choose personalities to represent the range of experiences and 
interpretations of the rebellion’s significance, for example Chinese Christian, foreign missionary, Qing 
scholar, young Chinese nationalist, female member of the ‘Cooking Pot Lantern’ group, British soldier, 
Boxer. As your chosen personality, present a speech to your group outlining your experience and place 
in Chinese history during the period of the rebellion. Conclude with a statement of what the Boxer 
Rebellion meant to you.

6. The Boxer slogan ‘Support the Qing, destroy the foreign’ was an expression of nationalism. Research the 
meaning of the nationalism and how it was changing the nineteenth-century world. Imagine that you are a 
young nationalist follower of Sun Yat-sen and write a speech expressing why nationalists feel such hostility 
to the Qing dynasty.

7. Imagine that Sun Yat-sen has asked you to publicise his message for the illiterate peasants of China. Design 
a series of posters or cartoons expressing the concept of ‘freedom, equality and fraternity’.

Develop source skills
8. Refer to SOURCE 1 and answer the following questions.

(a) Describe how the Japanese have portrayed the Chinese in SOURCE 1.
(b) Describe how the Japanese are dressed and what this indicates about their attitude towards Western 

civilisation and power.
(c) Explain what SOURCE 1 suggests about the relationship between China and Japan, and Japan’s position 

in Asia at this time.
(d) The artist, Mizuno Toshikata, has not painted the Chinese surrender with historical accuracy. Explain 

what the inaccuracy is and why you think the event was not recorded truthfully.
(e) In small groups discuss how useful SOURCE 1 is for historians investigating the history of Qing dynasty 

China.
(f) Describe what you think a Chinese artist would have painted if recording the defeat of Chinese forces at 

the Battle of Weihaiwei.
9. Write a caption for the SOURCE 2 cartoon expressing China’s view on the actions of the foreign powers at 

the end of the nineteenth century.
10. Refer to SOURCE 3 and answer the following questions.

(a) What evidence does SOURCE 3 provide to suggest that in 1896 the Qing were losing the ‘mandate of 
heaven’?

(b) What comment does SOURCE 3 suggest about Empress Cixi’s attitude towards change and 
reform?

(c) With reference to the source, explain why the Hundred Days of Reform failed.
11. The Boxer message spread through word of mouth, patriotic slogans and bright posters. Create a poster showing 

the Boxers as they appear in SOURCE 4 and publicising the Boxer message as expressed in SOURCE 5.
12. Refer to SOURCE 6 and answer the following questions.

(a) According to the evidence from SOURCE 6, list the countries that joined together against the Boxers.
(b) Suggest how the arrival of the Eight Nation Alliance may have increased support for the Boxers within China.
(c) What was the nature of the foreign contact China had with the outside world, as shown in SOURCE 6?
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  2b.9  Review 
 2b.9.1 Review 
    

13.   Japan and China followed different paths during the nineteenth century. Refer to  SOURCE 7  to suggest 
Japan’s relationship with Europe at the time of the Boxer Rebellion.  

14.    Sources 8  and  9  show that the Boxer Rebellion was a complex event with many victims. With reference to 
the text and using the sources as your evidence, explain the outcome of the Boxer Rebellion.  

15.   The appearance of Sun Yat-sen and Soong Ching-ling in the  SOURCE 10  photo is in contrast to the images 
of members of the Qing dynasty. Describe the difference and then suggest what this indicates about the 
infl uence of the Western world at the end of the nineteenth century.  

16.   Summarise the main points being made in the  SOURCE 11  statement.  
17.   Suggest why Sun Yat-sen’s message of ‘freedom, equality and fraternity’ would have been such a challenge 

to Qing China.   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the 
following resources and auto-marked questions:

 �    China in the nineteenth century   

KEY TERMS
arid dry and without a source of moisture
arsenal military stores and equipment
artillery mounted light and heavy guns
castrate to remove the testicles
cede to surrender by treaty to another power
compensation payment made for loss or suffering
concubine secondary wife
coup use of force to bring change of government
dowager widow of an emperor
dynasty sequence of rulers from the same family
emissary agent sent on a mission
eunuch castrated man
feudal system of government based on holding of land and the relationship between the lord and his vassal 
[tenant]
lineage line of descendants of a particular family
looting stealing goods or valuables
mandate command or order from a superior power
narcotic substance that reduces pain or affects the senses
nationalise to bring under the control or ownership of the government
nationalism devotion to the interests of one’s own nation
piracy robbery or violence at sea
quadrant instrument used in astronomy and navigation
separatist one who works for separation from a larger group or organisation, such as a church or government
triad secret Chinese criminal organisation using the triangle as its symbol
vassal person obliged to provide a service to his superiorUNCORRECTED P
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  1. Cohong a. Ruling family

  2. eunuch b. People who came from the north to invade China and defeat Ming

  3. loess c. The guild of powerful Chinese merchants

  4. dynasty d. Rich yellow soil blown across north China

  5. Manchu e. Men who had been castrated so that they could serve the emperor

  6. Han f. Feminine force found in water and softness

  7. kow tow g. The quality that was the Confucian basis of good behaviour

  8. mandarin h. Ritual showing loyalty and respect for the emperor

  9. yang i. A highly ranked imperial scholar official

10. yin j. Ethnic group that is the majority of the Chinese population

11. li k. Positive force found in sunlight and fire

2b.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Put the following events in the correct chronological order.

(a) The Jesuit missionary Alessandro Valignano arrived in China.
(b) The Taiping Rebellion was crushed.
(c) The High Commissioner of Canton was ordered to destroy the opium trade.
(d) The Ming dynasty collapsed.
(e) The opium trade was introduced to China by Arab merchants.
(f) The Treaty of Nanjing was signed after the first Anglo-Chinese War.

(g) The British government sent envoys to China to establish trading rights.
(h) The Buddhist religion spread from Central Asia to China.
(i) The Emperor Qianlong commenced his rule of China.
(j) The Xia dynasty was founded.

(k) The philosopher Confucius was born.
(l) The collapse of Qing rule marked the birth of the Chinese Republic.

2. Match the terms in the left column with the correct definition.

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 ONLINE ONLY

Analysis and use of sources
3. Cartoons are a valuable source of information for historians. Consider the usefulness of SOURCES 1 and 2 

in providing an insight into the problems faced by China at the end of the nineteenth century. Research the 
background to the events and groups portrayed in the cartoons and then write your own source annotations 
explaining more fully the message being communicated.

Perspectives and interpretations
4. Imagine the year is 1910 and you are a young nationalist working for a revolutionary party that is pushing for reform 

through political change and modernisation. Design a political advertising campaign aimed at educating the peasants 
and gaining their support. Design badges, posters, leaflets, and slogans that can spread your revolutionary message.

5. Working in pairs, conduct your own research on the causes of the 1911 revolution. One partner should research 
long-term causes, and the other the short-term causes. Once you have completed your research, combine your 
findings and write a role-play of a discussion between an old Qing official and a young follower of Sun Yat-sen on 
the reasons for the fall of the Qing dynasty.

Empathetic understanding
6. Imagine that you are a character pictured in SOURCE 3. Write an account of why you are cutting your pigtail and why 

you feel this is such a significant moment in your life. In your account try to communicate an understanding of what 
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SOURCE 2 Cartoon illustrating 
nineteenth-century foreign attitudes 
towards China. Gathered around the 
crumbling ‘colossus’ are Italy, Great 
Britain, Japan, Russia, Germany, 
France and the United States.

‘Just one last vigorous push, and the colossus 
will shatter.’ Italy, Great Britain, Japan, Russia, 
Germany, France and the United States dance at 
China’s fall.

SOURCE 1 The evil of the opium trade is 
expressed in this nineteenth-century cartoon 
showing a British offi cial addressing a Chinese 
merchant. In the cartoon the offi cial informs 
the merchant, ‘You’re to buy this poison 
instantly so that we can have lots of tea to 
digest our roast beef.’ Two chests of opium 
are placed at their feet while a British bulldog 
tugs at the merchant’s robes.

SOURCE 3 The Manchu conquerors of Ming China 
forced the Chinese to wear their hair in one long plait. 
In 1911 millions of Chinese men cut this pigtail as a 
sign that the Manchu Qing dynasty had fallen.

it means to be Chinese at a time in history when the centuries 
old dynastic system is being replaced by a republic. Use the 
factual details in the image and the text in this topic as your 
starting point and use your imagination to fi ll in the detail.

Research
7. China was in a time of terrible diffi culty 2500 years before the 

fall of the Qing. This was during the Zhou dynasty, when the 
philosopher Confucius was alive. Research the teachings and 
philosophy of Confucius and the diffi culties Zhou China faced. 
Write a letter from Confucius to the people of Qing China 
explaining what the Confucian solution would have been to the 
violence and hardship of the last dynasty. In your letter include 
references to the Analects of Confucius.

8. Imagine you have the opportunity to interview the Empress 
Dowager Cixi about her opposition to reform and reasons 
for crushing the Hundred Days of Reform. Research the life 
and role of Cixi in the fall of the Qing and then compose the 
questions you would like to put to her. Use your questions 
to structure a small group discussion on the impact of Cixi 
on China’s history between 1861 and 1908. When you have 
completed your discussion, write a short biographical report 
titled ‘The extraordinary life of Empress Cixi’.

Explanation and communication
9. Pick an event from the history of Qing China and the early 

twentieth century and then create your own cartoon to 
communicate your understanding of the signifi cance of the 
event to history.

10. Working in groups, create a game of snakes and ladders 
covering the period of the Qing dynasty. Divide your board 
into squares that represent key events from the period. 
Decide how far each event would push your players. Some 
events moved people forward into the twentieth century, while 
other events pushed them back. Throw the dice and see 
where in Qing history you land.
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