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DEPTH STUDY 3: AUSTRALIA AT WAR (WORLD WARS I AND II)

TOPIC 3b
World War II

3b.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, 
in your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts cov-
ered in this topic.

3b.1.1 Introduction
In the 1930s, Hitler’s Nazis took power in Germany, Mussolini’s Italy became increasingly nationalistic 
and Japan’s military leaders made government decisions.

The League of Nations, created to maintain peace, failed. Germany, Italy and Japan expanded their ter-
ritories, and the United States, Britain and France did not curb the growing power or ambitions of these 
nations. By 1939, the world was again at war.

Nearly one million Australians served in World War II. In 1942, attacks on Darwin and Sydney brought 
the war to the Australian mainland and heralded Australia’s growing allegiance to the United States.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
In this topic students will investigate:

• An overview of the causes of the wars, why men enlisted and where Australians fought 3b.2, 3b.3,  
3b.4, 3b.7

• The scope and nature of warfare 3b.3, 3b.4, 3b.5, 3b.6, 3b.7, 3b.9
• Significant events and the experiences of Australians at war 3b.2, 3b.4, 3b.7, 3b.8, 3b.10, 3b.11
• Impact of the wars on Australia 3b.10, 3b.11
• Significance of the wars to Australia 3b.12, 3b.13
• Commemorations and the nature of the ANZAC legend 3b.12
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 By war’s end in 1945, up to 25 million soldiers and 55 million civilians had died. Six million Jews had 
perished in Nazi camps. Thousands died and suffered horrifi c burns when the United States used atomic 
bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 In the postwar world, the United Nations was founded to promote peace and human rights at the same 
time as the United States and the Soviet Union began the 45-year rivalry we call the Cold War.    

 Starter questions 

 <content to come> 

 Artist Walter Jardine’s 1941 recruitment poster, ‘This is a Man’s job! Join the RAAF.’ In the background is the 
roundel (military insignia) that the RAAF used at that time.  

AWM ARTV 04283

  Watch this eLesson:    World War II  

 ONLINE ONLY
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3b.2 The origins of World War II
3b.2.1 The end of World War I
When World War I came to an end on 11 November 1918, French president Georges Clemenceau com-
mented, ‘We’ve won the war; now we have to win the peace and it may be more difficult.’ Just over 
20 years later, the world was once again at war.

World War II broke out on 1 September 1939 and officially ended on 2 September 1945. It had its origins in:
 • the Treaty of Versailles, the Allies’ flawed peace settlement with Germany following World War I
 • the expansionist policies of Germany, Italy and Japan in the 1930s
 • the weaknesses of the international peace-keeping body, the League of Nations
 • the failure of Britain and France’s appeasement policy (see later in this unit).

3b.2.2 The Treaty of Versailles, 28 June 1919
As a condition of granting Germany’s request for an armistice, the United States demanded that Germany 
form a new and democratic government. On 9 November 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated. Amid large-
scale civil unrest, Germany’s two socialist parties (the SPD and the USPD) formed a new government and 
announced elections that would make Germany a democratic republic.

Key groups within Germany were bitterly opposed to this idea, including the left-wing Spartacists (com-
munists), who staged an unsuccessful attempt to take power in January 1919. The right-wing conserva-
tives within the Reichswehr (the German army), the civil service and the judiciary were also opposed to 
becoming a democratic republic. They did not want to implement the reforms put forward by the govern-
ment of Germany’s new Weimar Republic and were especially hostile to its acceptance of the terms of the 
Versailles peace treaty.

Treaty terms
The armistice of 11 November 1918 brought about the ceasefire that ended World War I. In January 1919, 
the victorious Allies met at the Paris Peace Conference to decide the terms they would impose on Germany 
and on each of the defeated Central Powers.

On 7 May 1919, after much disagreement and discussion (none involving Germany), the Allies presented 
the German delegation with their terms. The terms were harsh and the German government had three 
weeks to propose amendments. The Allies addressed some of these in Germany’s favour. Germany had 

The ‘war guilt’ clause 
Under Article 231, Germany had to 
accept sole blame for starting the 
war.

Reparations
The ‘war guilt’ clause justi�ed the Allies’ 
demand that Germany pay reparations 
— an amount set in 1921 at £6600 million.

Military restrictions
• Army limited to 100   000 men
• Conscription banned, volunteers only
• Navy limited to 15   000 men and 6 

battleships, submarines banned
• No airforce
• Heavy artillery, poison gas, tanks banned
• No German troops allowed in the Rhineland 

(on the French border)

Loss of land and resources
• Loss of  overseas colonies
• Loss of  West Prussia, Posen, Upper 

Silesia, part of East Prussia, Alsace, 
Lorraine, North Schleswig, Eupen and 
Malmedy

• Forbidden to unite with Austria
• Loss of 16% of coal sources
• Loss of 10% of land

Germany’s main losses under the Treaty of Versailles

SOURCE 1 Diagram showing Germany’s main losses under the Treaty of Versailles
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little choice other than to accept the rest. On 28 June 1919, Germany’s representatives signed the treaty at 
the Palace of Versailles outside Paris (see SOURCE 2).

The German government’s acceptance of the treaty’s harsh terms made it even more unpopular with 
its left- and right-wing enemies. Right-wing groups referred to the men who signed the armistice as the 
‘November criminals’ and began what has become known as the ‘stab in the back’ legend — the idea that 
Germany could have won the war had republican supporters not betrayed it. They were especially hostile 
to Article 231 of the treaty, which stated that Germany was solely responsible for the outbreak of the war. 
In the 1920s and early 1930s, enemies of the Weimar Republic used people’s hostility to the Treaty of 
Versailles to undermine, and ultimately destroy, the government and to win support for their own nation-
alist goals.

SOURCE 2 The signing of peace in the Hall of Mirrors, Versailles, 28 June 1919, by Irish artist Sir 
William Orpen (1878–1931), 1919. The image shows the Allied leaders at the centre of the long 
table and the two German representatives at the small table in front of them.

Australian Prime Minister  
William Morris Hughes

German Minister 
for  Colonial Affairs 
Dr  Johannes Bell

German Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 
Hermann Müller

British Prime Minister 
Lloyd George

US President 
Woodrow Wilson

French President Georges 
Clemenceau
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3b.2.3 Hitler and the rise of Nazism
Hitler and the Nazi Party, 1919–23
The small, right-wing National Socialist German Workers’ Party — the NSDAP or Nazi Party — hated 
the Weimar Republic. One of its members, Adolf Hitler, worked hard to increase the party’s public profile. 
He issued a 25-point program outlining the party’s goals; encouraged the use of its symbol, the swastika; 
and organised mass meetings and a party newspaper to promote its ideas and help spread these to a wider 
audience. When the Nazi Party formed in 1919, it had 50 members. By 1923, it had over 50 000 members, 
Adolf Hitler had become its leader and the party had its own armed force of storm-troopers (the Sturma-
bteilung or SA) to attack those who opposed it.

In November 1923, Hitler and the Nazis attempted to overthrow the government of the German city of 
Munich. This attempt, known as the Beer Hall Putsch (rhymes with ‘butch’ as in ‘butcher’), failed. Hitler 
was arrested, charged with treason, tried, convicted and sentenced to five years imprisonment. He was eli-
gible for parole after six months and was out of jail in time for Christmas 1924.

Hitler and the Nazi Party, 1924–32
After his release, Hitler re-organised the Nazi Party and worked to gain power by legal means. In May 1924, 
the NSDAP gained 24 seats in Germany’s parliament, the Reichstag. The onset of the Great Depression 
created a situation that the Nazis used to gain a major increase in support.

Hitler flew all over Germany making speeches claiming that the Weimar Republic’s policies had caused 
the Great Depression, that the Jews were responsible for all of Germany’s problems and that the govern-
ment’s signing of the Treaty of Versailles had been a ‘stab in the back’ for the German nation. Crowds of 
uniformed, flag-waving Nazis marched through city streets stirring up nationalist sentiment in support of 
their leader. In the 1930 Reichstag elections, the Nazi party won 107 seats.

By late 1932, about eight million Germans were unemployed and those who had jobs worked part time 
and/or at greatly reduced wages. The Weimar Republic, at this time a coalition of up to five parties, strug-
gled to agree on policies that would help the problems of unemployment and homelessness.

RETROFILE
The signing of the Treaty of Versailles (pronounced vair-sigh) occurred on the fifth anniversary of the 
assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand. It took place in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, 
where Germany had humiliated France in 1871 by making it sign a treaty giving away the provinces of Alsace 
and Lorraine. On 3 October 2010, Germany made its final reparations payment — the sum of £59.5 million 
(€69.9 million).

SOURCE 3 An extract outlining Hitler’s goals, from the German newspaper Kreuzzeitung, on 28 December 1922

Hitler is in close contact with the Germans of Czechoslovakia and Austria, and he demands the union of all 
Germans in a greater Germany …

Hitler demands the cancellation of the Treaties of Versailles and Saint Germain [the peace treaty that the 
Allies signed with Austria–Hungary] and the restoration of the German colonies.

A very important part of the Party Programme is the idea of race … He wants only people of German race to 
be citizens of Germany … He wants all immigrants into Germany since 1914 to be expelled.

Hitler opposes the parliamentary system. Hitler’s party wants first of all to set up a dictatorship which will last 
until Germany’s present troubles are ended … The dictator in question is evidently Hitler.

The party’s economic programme is as follows: … profit-sharing among workers of profits from large 
companies, public ownership of big shops, help for small industry and the middle class.
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In the November 1932 elections, the Nazis gained 196 seats and 33 per cent of the total vote. While it did 
not have a majority, the Nazi party held more seats and a higher percentage of the vote than any of the other 
parties. In January 1933, the German President, Paul von Hindenburg, invited Hitler to become Chancellor 
of Germany and head a coalition government, that is, a government made up of different political parties.

Hitler and the Nazi party, 1933–38
As chancellor, Hitler acted quickly to decrease 
the power of his coalition partners. He encour-
aged fear of communism and imprisoned 
thousands of his Communist and other polit-
ical opponents. By August 1934, Germany 
was a one-party state and Hitler the dictator 
to whom the German army swore an oath of 
personal loyalty. He used his power to reverse 
key decisions and limitations imposed by the 
Treaty of Versailles.

3b.2.4 The League, 
appeasement and right-wing 
power
The 1930s brought financial hardship, an 
increase in the power of right-wing parties and 
the weakening of democratic forces. Hitler 
sought to revive German power. Italy’s fas-
cist leader, Mussolini, dreamed of recreating 
the glories of the ancient Roman Empire. 
Japan’s military-dominated government was 
determined to create an empire in Asia. All 
three nations embarked on actions that made 
another war more likely, especially when the 
League of Nations proved too weak to pre-
vent them.

The League of Nations came into being in 
1920 with the intention of promoting inter-
national cooperation and maintaining peace 
through collective security. While the League 
had some success in the 1920s, it failed to 
take effective action to control the aggression 
that Germany, Italy and Japan unleashed in 
the 1930s. The United States pursued a policy 

of isolationism and never joined the League. France and Great Britain followed a policy of appeasement 
and self-interest that encouraged Germany, Italy and Japan to believe that they could pursue aggression 
without penalty. Germany and Japan both left the League in 1933 and Italy left in 1937.

Italy and the origins of World War II
In December 1934, Italy claimed part of Abyssinia in east Africa. Haile Selassie, the Abyssinian emperor, 
asked the League for help. While it was trying to settle the dispute, Mussolini prepared for invasion.  
In September 1935 the League proposed that Abyssinia give some of its land to Italy. In October, Italian 
troops invaded Abyssinia.

SOURCE 4 German artist Hermann Otto Hoyer’s c.1937 
painting In the beginning was the Word (the opening 
words of St John’s Gospel in the Bible), depicting Hitler 
addressing war veterans, members of the SA and other 
supporters in the 1920s

SOURCE 5 Photograph by Hitler’s personal photographer, 
Hugo Jaeger, showing Hitler saluting German troops in 
Adolf Hitler Platz, 1 September 1938

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 3b World War II 275

c03bWorldWarII.indd Page 275 27/07/17  7:27 AM

Italy was clearly at fault. The League imposed a series of trade bans. League members were not to sell 
arms, rubber, tin or metals to Italy. They could not lend money to Italy nor could they import goods from 
Italy. Oil sales to Italy continued.

Britain and France feared the negative impact of the bans on their economies and secretly planned a deal 
that would allow Italy to take two-thirds of Abyssinia. In May 1936, Italy took control of all of Abyssinia 
and in November joined Germany in an agreement known as the Rome–Berlin Axis. In April 1939, in 
another expansionist move, Italy invaded Albania.

Germany and the origins of World War II
Hitler withdrew Germany from the League of Nations in 1933 and began overturning restrictions on Ger-
many’s power imposed by the Treaty of Versailles. In 1935, he announced re-armament and conscription 
to the army. In 1936, he sent troops into the Rhineland and introduced a four-year plan to get the German 
economy ready for war. In 1938, his troops took over Austria. He was well on the way to achieving his 
goals of uniting all Germans and creating more living space (lebensraum) for them.

Britain believed that some of Germany’s claims were justified and was economically and militarily unpre-
pared to risk war with Germany. Her response was to try and appease Germany. Germany’s actions in the 
Rhineland in 1936 were a direct threat to French security, yet France did nothing to stop them. France would not 
act without British support and was weakened by tensions between left- and right-wing forces within France.

Appeasement and ‘peace in our time’
The most significant example of appeasement happened after Hitler’s May 1938 claim to German-inhabited 
parts of the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia. With France and Britain both promising to protect Czechoslo-
vakia against Hitler’s aggression, Europeans expected war. Instead, in September 1938, France and Britain 
proposed that Germany should be allowed these areas. Hitler then demanded all of the Sudetenland.

On 29 September 1938, the leaders of France, Britain and Italy met with Hitler in Munich. Without 
consulting Czechoslovakia, they signed the Munich Agreement giving Hitler all of the Sudetenland. Hitler 
said he would not demand any more territory. British 
Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, then came to a 
private agreement with Hitler stating their joint commit-
ment to the use of consultation and negotiation to resolve 
any future issues between them. Chamberlain famously 
claimed this would bring ‘peace in our time’.

In March 1939, Hitler’s troops took over the rest of 
Czechoslovakia. Poland was his next likely target and 
Britain and France told him they would go to war with 
Germany if he invaded Poland. Hitler did not take this 
threat seriously. Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 
1939. On 3 September, Britain and France declared war 
on Germany.

Appeasement was at an end and Europe was at war. 
Within the next few months, German forces took over Bel-
gium, Norway, the Netherlands and 60 per cent of France.

Japan and the origins of World War II
Japan suffered significantly during the Great Depression, 
especially when both China and the United States placed 
trade barriers on Japanese imports. The military gradually 
extended its influence within Japan’s government. Its goal 
was to make Japan a world power and solve Japan’s prob-
lems by forcefully taking land elsewhere.

SOURCE 6 The famous photograph of 1 
October 1938 showing Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain waving the piece of paper that 
he claimed would create ‘peace in our time’
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In 1931, Japanese forces invaded Manchuria and in 1932 established it as the ‘independent’ state of 
Manzhuguo (Manchukuo). This gave Japan access to important timber, coal, iron, oil and gold resources. 
Military commanders refused to obey Japan’s civilian government’s orders to withdraw and also began 
attacks on the Chinese city of Shanghai. In early 1933, the League of Nations ordered the Japanese out of 
Manchuria. Japan resigned its membership. The League had no army to enforce its decision and could not 
rely on its members to provide one.

In July 1937, Japanese forces invaded east China. Japan also took advantage of the weaknesses of the 
powers who were involved in war in Europe. In 1940, Japan occupied French Indochina. Its next target was the 
rubber and oil resources in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia). US President Franklin Roosevelt responded by:
 • giving loans and military assistance to China
 • freezing Japan’s assets in the United States
 • placing increasingly severe restrictions on trade with Japan.

On 7 December 1941, the US naval fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii was attacked by 300 Japanese planes. 
The following day, the United States announced that it was at war with Japan. The war in the Pacific had begun.

In 1940, Japan, Italy and Germany had signed the Three Power Pact, cementing their Axis power partner-
ship. Because of this pact, Hitler declared war on the United States on 11 December 1941 bringing the United 
States into the European war as well. Britain drew her former colonies into the conflict. In June 1941, German 
troops invaded the Soviet Union (officially the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or USSR). The war, which 
now involved nations all around the globe, was basically fought between the Axis powers (supported by pro-

Nazi governments in Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Romania and Slo-
vakia) and the Allied powers 
(the Allies), which included 
the Soviet Union (USSR), the 
United States and Britain and 
its former colonies.

Australia’s involvement
For Australian Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies, Britain’s 
involvement in war against 
Germany meant that he had 
to declare Australia’s involve-
ment as well. Australians 
had a more realistic under-
standing of what war would 
demand of them than they had 
in 1914. They had supported 
appeasement because they did 
not want to have to support 
Britain in a European war, at a 
time when the growth of Jap-
anese power made invasion of 
Australia a possibility.

The Australian Labor Party 
declared its opposition to Aus-
tralians serving outside Aus-
tralian territory and men did 

not rush to enlist as they had in 1914. At the same time, most Australians still had strong ties of loyalty to 

SOURCE 7 ‘The Doormat’, a cartoon by famous New Zealand cartoonist David 
Low (1891–1963), whose work for the London newspaper The Evening Standard 
in the 1930s and 1940s led to the Gestapo placing him on a death list

 5

 1

 2

 3

 4

6

 7

 8

David Low, The Evening Standard, 19th January 1933. The British Cartoon Archive, University of Kent.

 Which nation does this represent? Why is the character in uniform?
 Who is she? How has the soldier treated her?
 The Covenant of the League of Nations (i.e. its rule book)
 Whose face? Why does it need saving? What is the significance?
 Where is it? What double meaning does it have here?
   British Foreign Secretary John Simon. What is his goal? What should have been his goal?
 What is he doing? What is he holding and why?
 Headquarters of the League of Nations

 1

 2
 3
 4
 5
 6
 7
 8
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Britain. Ultimately they supported involvement in the war, but few of those who remembered World War I 
were enthusiastic about what might lie ahead as a result. Socialists and pacifists were the only vocal oppo-
nents. In December 1941 Australia declared war on Japan in support of the United States, whom Australian 
Prime Minister John Curtin saw as the nation’s only hope against the Japanese advance through Asia.

During the six-year war, nearly one million Australians participated in military campaigns against:
 • German and Italian forces in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East
 • Japanese forces in South-East Asia and the Pacific.

The Australian mainland came under direct attack when the Japanese bombed towns in northern Aus-
tralia and Japanese midget submarines attacked Sydney Harbour.

Enlistment
Young men had three main reasons for enlistment:
 • a desire for adventure and new experiences linked to escaping boredom or unhappiness in their civilian 

lives
 • a sense of duty to protect Australia and other nations from German and Japanese aggression
 • a desire to be part of the military heritage associated with Australia’s efforts in World War I.

Many young men came to view the war as their opportunity to rival the wartime achievements of their 
fathers’ generation. A minority enlisted to gain better wages than they could obtain elsewhere.

Indigenous service
Around 3000 Indigenous Australians served in World War II. As during World War I, the government did 
not want them to enlist. In the early years of war many found ways to join up anyway and, from 1942, the 
government actively recruited them.

Indigenous Australians served in all three services across a number of different areas of battle, and also 
provided protection for remote areas of northern Australia. Depending on the unit to which they belonged, 
they might or might not have been treated equally. Those serving alongside white men received the same 
pay as their white counterparts and had some opportunities for promotion. Those serving in all-Indigenous 
units received only half pay. Only those who served overseas were granted full access to the benefits avail-
able to veterans.

SOURCE 8 An extract from Prime Minister Robert Menzies’ 3 September 1939 radio broadcast announcing 
Australia’s entry into war against Germany

Fellow Australians. It is my melancholy duty to inform you officially that, 
in consequence of the persistence by Germany in her invasion of Poland, 
Great Britain has declared war on her, and that, as a result, Australia is 
also at war …

It may be taken that Hitler’s ambition is not to unite all the German 
people under one rule, but to bring under that rule as many countries as 
can be subdued by force. If this is to go on, there can be no security in 
Europe and no peace for the world.

A halt has been called. Force has had to be resorted to, to check force. 
The right of independent people to live their own lives, honest dealing, the 
peaceful settlement of differences, the honoring of international obligations 
— all these things are at stake.

There was never any doubt as to where Great Britain stood in regard to 
them. There can be no doubt that where Great Britain stands, there stands 
the people of the entire British world.

Published in The Advertiser, Adelaide, 4 September 1939.
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3b.2.5 Skill builder: Identifying perspectives and interpretations
Political cartoonists use words and pictures to comment on a current event, issue and/or personality. To understand 
their cartoons, you have to know the situation to which they are referring and be able to recognise people they might 
include as caricatures.

Cartoonists often use symbols that have a deeper meaning than what is there on the surface. They can also use 
irony — words or images that state the opposite of their true meaning. To understand and interpret the political 
cartoons below, you need to identify:

• the context in which the cartoonists created them (i.e. the 1919 Paris Peace Conference has decided on the 
terms of its peace treaty with Germany)

• what each element in the cartoon represents. Look at the child crying behind a pillar, the man standing in front of 
a guillotine and the well-dressed men. Who are they? What are they doing?

• any words that have a double or a deeper meaning. Look at the cartoons’ captions and headings and the words 
‘1940 class’ and ‘Curious’. What might these things symbolise?

• the message of each cartoon.

SOURCE 9 Australian cartoonist Will Dyson’s 
famous 1919 cartoon ‘Peace and Future 
Cannon Fodder’ commenting on the Treaty 
of Versailles for London’s Daily Herald. ‘Tiger’ 
was the French leader Georges Clemenceau, 
who was determined that the treaty be a 
harsh one.

SOURCE 10 Thomas Theodor Heine’s cartoon for 
the 3 June 1919 edition of the German satirical 
magazine Simplicissimus. The caption was: ‘You too 
have the right of self-determination. Do you want your 
pockets cleared out before or after you’re dead?’ At 
the Peace Conference, Woodrow Wilson fought for 
self-determination, which is the moral principle of 
nations having the right to decide their own forms of 
government.

3b.2.6 Skill builder: Explanation and communication
Explanation is more than just description. It means you have to be able to make something clear to someone who 
might not otherwise understand it. The ‘something’ could be a situation, a problem or an idea. Depending on what 
you need to explain, you might have to organise relevant information, or express reasons or a justifi cation that will 
make the ‘something’ clear to someone else.
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3b.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What was the Weimar republic and what problems did it face?
2. Write a paragraph to explain how Hitler and the Nazis increased their power in the period from c.1923 to 1933.
3. Using appropriate historical terms, create a mind map to explain the factors leading to World War II. Use 

different colours to indicate those which are long- and short-term factors and/or those linked to specific 
countries or issues. Create a key to show what your colours represent. Alternatively, show this as a collage 
using words and images.

Develop source skills
4. Use SOURCE 1 to explain why the Treaty of Versailles made many Germans angry.
5. For each of SOURCES 9 and 10:

(a) provide three to five facts about the context for the cartoon
(b) describe what is happening
(c) identify and explain any symbols or irony
(d) explain the cartoonist’s message
(e) explain what the cartoon reveals about the perspective of the cartoonist.

6. Based on SOURCES 9 and 10 your own knowledge, to whose ideas is each cartoonist giving voice and 
what values and attitudes do these express?

7. What does SOURCE 3 indicate about to whom Hitler did and did not want to appeal?
8. What impression of Hitler is created in SOURCES 4 and 5?

(a) Explain the context for SOURCE 6.
9. Refer to SOURCE 7 and answer the following questions.

(a) Describe what is happening in SOURCE 7.
(b) What does SOURCE 9 indicate about Low’s attitude to:

(i) Japan
(ii) the League of Nations
(iii) Great Britain?

(c) What techniques does Low use to convey this message?
10. What is Menzies’ ‘melancholy duty’ in SOURCE 8 and how does he justify it?

To begin with, you have to understand what you are talking about. Otherwise, you will end up writing or reciting 
relevant information without being clear about what it means. You need to take the time to think through what you 
want to explain.

Expressing something clearly involves putting it into a logical pattern or sequence necessary to explain it. One 
way of doing this is by separating the main idea or argument you want to express from the information you need to 
support it. This is what people mean when they talk about writing paragraphs with topic sentences. It is the main 
technique used in an essay of argument.

The topic sentence begins your paragraph and makes a clear statement of the main idea you want to express in 
that paragraph. What follows are the sentences that provide the information that supports your main idea. Using this 
technique helps you to explain and communicate your ideas clearly and in a logical pattern.

As you work through this topic, look for paragraphs based on this model of providing a topic sentence followed 
by supporting information. Create and complete a table like the one below to show one example in which the topic 
sentence is clearly stating a point that the following sentences go on to support.

Topic sentence Supporting information
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         3b.3  The European war begins 
 3b.3.1 ‘Phoney war’, blitzkrieg and the Battle of Britain, 1939–40 
 Following their September 1939 invasion, German forces very quickly gained control of western Poland 
(Soviet troops took the east). For some months after that, during what became known as the ‘phoney war’, 
there was very little fi ghting. Then, from 9 April 1940, German troops began their occupation of Norway 
and Denmark and moved to take control of the Netherlands, Belgium and 60 per cent of France. By late 
June 1940, Germany controlled a large area of northern and western Europe. Of its western European 
opponents, only Britain remained free. 

  Contestability: Blitzkrieg 
 Some historians use the term  blitzkrieg , meaning ‘lightning war’, to describe German tactics and methods 
in the early part of the war. For them, blitzkrieg refers to German forces coordinating aircraft, artillery, 
infantry and tanks in short, quick attacks to gain control of territory before enemy forces had time to 
mobilise, organise defences and retaliate. German forces moved decisively at great speed and then moved 
on, having created panic among the civilian population and leaving the enemy government and its military 
confused and ineffectual. Reinforcements then took control of the newly gained territory. 

 Other historians contest this and argue that, rather than being a new, carefully planned form of warfare, 
Germany’s military actions at this time evolved in response to doing what was needed to gain quick victo-
ries. They say that blitzkrieg, a term invented by  Time  magazine reporters, became a convenient explana-
tion for the Allies’ early failures. 
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     SOURCE 1  Map showing German-controlled territory c. mid 1940 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 ĥ Causes of World War II
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The evacuation of Dunkirk, May–June 1940
By 20 May 1940, advancing German forces had pushed British, French and Belgian troops back to an area 
of coastline about 97 km in length and 24–40 km in width around the French port of Dunkirk, just south of 
the French–Belgian border. The Germans surrounded them and blocked potential support from the rest of 
the Allied forces in France.

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill called on anyone with a boat to make the trip across the English 
Channel and bring home the Allied troops. For some reason, the Germans halted their advance and enabled 
this to happen. Over a nine-day period from 26 May to 3 June 1940, people came in fishing boats, lifeboats, 
merchant marine ships, warships and yachts and succeeded in rescuing over 338 000 Allied troops.

The Battle of Britain
Germany’s air force, the Luftwaffe, conducted a major bombing campaign in Britain from early July until 
the end of October 1940. Its goal was to destroy the Royal Air Force (RAF) and the British navy in prepa-
ration for Operation Sea Lion, Hitler’s plan to invade Britain. Initially, German planes targeted convoys 
in an attempt to force RAF planes into the air to protect them, and also attacked RAF airfields and radar 
installations. The destruction of the RAF would make it much easier to bomb Royal Navy shipping.

Despite having well-trained crews and more planes than the British, the Luftwaffe failed to defeat the 
RAF. This failure was due to the RAF having:
 • more effective leadership and organisation
 • very good radar communication
 • Hurricane and Spitfire fighter planes, which were better suited to the battle conditions than the 

Germans’ Messerschmitts.

SOURCE 2 A section of Charles Ernest Cundall’s The withdrawal from Dunkirk, 1940. It shows the boats that 
transported men to the ships offshore and also the smoke from burning oil tanks.
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The Blitz
From 7 September 1940 until 10 May 1941, the Luftwaffe turned its attention to almost nightly bombing 
raids on London and other major British cities in a campaign known as the Blitz. Bombs included:
 • high explosives (usually with a timed fuse)
 • parachute mines, which had maximum impact on concrete and steel structures
 • incendiary bombs, designed to start fires.

The Germans hoped this cam-
paign would destroy civilian morale 
and inflict such serious damage on 
important industrial centres that 
Britain would ask for peace. Nearly 
43 000 civilians died, and in London 
bombing destroyed or damaged one 
million homes. Despite this, the 
bombing failed to either ruin Britain’s 
war industries or to demolish civilian 
morale. Eight months after the Blitz 
started, the German military aban-
doned its plan to invade Britain.

Australia’s early involvement
When war began, there were about 
450 Australian pilots serving within 
Britain’s RAF. They took part in cam-
paigns to try to prevent the German 
takeover of Norway, the Netherlands, 

Belgium and France. About 35 Australian fighter pilots also took part in the Battle of Britain either as part 
of RAF or with the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). From June 1940, the 18th and 25th Second Aus-
tralian Imperial Forces (2nd AIF) brigades served six months in Britain as part of a reserve force ready to 
fight off a German invasion.

The No. 10 RAAF squadron was already undergoing training in Britain. It stayed there throughout the 
war, taking part in anti-submarine patrols, sinking U-boats (German submarines), air-sea rescue operations 
and escorting Allied shipping convoys.

SOURCE 3 A member of a first-aid post describes the bombing of 14 September 1940.

The church was a popular shelter … The bomb had burst in the middle of the shelter. The scene resembled 
a massacre with bodies, limbs, blood and flesh mingled with little hats, coats and shoes. The people were 
literally blown to pieces. The work of the ARP [air-raid precaution] services was magnificent — by nine o’clock 
all the casualties were out …

After a heavy raid there was the task of piecing the bodies together in preparation for burial. The stench was 
the worst thing about it — that, and having to realise that these frightful pieces of flesh had once been living, 
breathing people. It became a grim and ghastly satisfaction when a body was reconstructed … There were 
always odd limbs which did not fit, and there were too many legs. Unless we kept a very firm grip on ourselves, 
nausea was inevitable.

From B. Walsh, GCSE Modern World History, 2nd edn, Hodder Education, London, 2001, p. 314.

SOURCE 4 Photo showing ruins near St Paul’s Cathedral after 
London’s heaviest night of bombing on 31 December 1940
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The Battle of the Atlantic, September 1939 – May 1945
From 1939 onwards, Britain imposed a naval blockade to prevent merchant ships delivering supplies for 
Germany’s war effort. Germany retaliated by sending U-boats to torpedo merchant ships supplying Britain 
from the United States. By late 1942, German U-boats had destroyed over 2600 ships and Britain was 
under severe threat.

Warships and the speedy, lightly armoured corvettes that accompanied merchant shipping were fitted 
with radar-like equipment. This helped crews detect submerged U-boats and launch depth charges to 
destroy them. Aircraft also helped pinpoint U-boats near the surface waiting to discharge torpedoes. By mid 
1943, these measures enabled convoys of war supplies for Britain to travel in relative safety.

3b.4 War in North Africa and the Mediterranean
3b.4.1 Greece and Crete, October 1940 – May 1941
Italy was economically weak and its soldiers ill-equipped, but its leader, Benito Mussolini, was determined 
to gain more land. On 10 June 1940, he declared war on France and Britain and successfully invaded 
southern France. In November 1940, Italy occupied territory in Corsica and south-eastern France. Musso-
lini also sought to expand his territory in Africa and into the Mediterranean.

In October 1940, Italian forces invaded Greece, where they were soon in retreat from Greek defenders. 
In March 1941, Allied troops came in to support Greece. When they gained control of Greece’s airfields, 
Hitler’s troops invaded from Axis ally Bulgaria on 5 April 1941.

Australia’s 6th Division, along with New Zealand, British and Polish troops, took a key role in the Allied 
defence of Greece. With little air support and shortages of tanks and anti-aircraft guns, they were no match 
for their well-equipped German enemies using the blitzkrieg tactic of coordinated ground troop, tank and 
air assaults. Language barriers and insufficient equipment made it difficult for them to coordinate actions 
with their Greek allies. Axis forces moved steadily southwards, forced the Allied forces to withdraw and, 
in so doing, prevented a likely British attack against Romania’s oil fields, on which the Germans relied as 
a source of fuel.

Australia began to pull out of Greece on 24 April 1941. Three hundred and twenty Australian soldiers 
had died there and over 2000 had become prisoners. Some troops were evacuated to Crete, which German 
parachutists invaded on 20 May. Following the German victory over Crete on 30 May, many more 
Australians became prisoners of war as there were not enough ships to evacuate them.

3b.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Use your own words to explain the terms phoney war, blitzkrieg and blitz.
2. Collect five images that show how British life changed between August 1939 and August 1940. Share and 

explain your images in pairs or with a small group.
3. How was the Battle of the Atlantic similar to and different from usual military battles?
4. As you work through this topic, record the names of the different types of weapons used during World 

War II.

Develop source skills
5. List the areas that Germany brought under its control by c. mid 1940
6. Explain how the artist has used his painting to convey a sense of the heroism of British efforts at Dunkirk.
7. What types of information does SOURCE 3 provide?
8. Find out some information about St Paul’s Cathedral and use it to explain how Londoners might have felt 

about sights like this during the Blitz.
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 3b.4.2 North Africa, June 1940 – May 1943 
 In June 1940, Italy launched attacks from their East African colonies (Ethiopia, Italian Somaliland and Eri-
trea) into the Sudan, Kenya and British Somaliland. They had some initial small successes and forced the 
British to evacuate their territory. From January 1941, Allied forces counter-attacked, regained control of 
British Somaliland and by November had largely defeated Italy in this region. 

 Libya 
 In September 1940, Italy sent 236 000 troops across the border from  Italian-controlled Libya into Brit-
ish-occupied Egypt. The Italians, unaware that they vastly outnumbered the 36 000 British troops stationed 
in Egypt, scattered their forces over too wide an area to be able to assist one another. The Italians’ outdated 
tanks and machine guns put them at a further disadvantage. When British and Indian troops launched a 
sudden attack in December, the Italians were unable to respond effectively.  

 In early 1941, Allied troops (now numbering 60 000 with reinforcements from India, New Zealand and 
the 6th and 7th divisions of the AIF) forced the Italians to retreat into Libya. On 4 January, soldiers from 
the 6th Division, with British tank support, captured Bardia, a fortress town on the Libyan coast. This was 
the Australian troops’ fi rst major involvement in the war. They then went on to capture the strategically 
important port of Tobruk on 22 January and the city of Benghazi (Libya’s ‘second capital’) on 6 February. 

 British General Wavell expected to cap off these victories by moving on to take the Libyan capital, 
Tripoli, and forcing Mussolini out of North Africa. Instead, Winston Churchill ordered most of Wavell’s 
troops to move on to Greece. Germany sent in General Erwin Rommel (1891–1944) and his  Afrika Corps , 
to assist the Italian efforts. Rommel’s well-trained troops soon forced the remaining Allied troops to retreat. 

 The Rats of Tobruk, 11 April – late 
December 1941 
 From 10 April 1941, Rommel’s Afrika Corps laid 
siege  to Tobruk, a key base from which the Allies 
could defend Egypt and the Suez Canal. The 9th 
AIF Division and part of the 7th were sent to help 
defend Tobruk for ‘at least eight weeks’. By con-
trolling Tobruk and its harbour, the Allies could 
force the Germans to rely on supplies from Tripoli, 
1400 km away across the desert. Ships from the 
British Royal Navy and the Royal Australian Navy 
braved enemy bombardment to deliver supplies to 
the Tobruk garrison. 

 The Allies at Tobruk faced a force twice as 
large, together with ongoing shelling, bombing and 
ground attacks. Germany’s English language prop-
aganda program described them as ‘rats caught in 
a trap’. The term became a symbol of pride for the 
14 000 Australians who made up over 50 per cent 
of the Allied soldiers defending the garrison.  

 During the eight-month siege, the ‘Rats’ 
strengthened the garrison’s defences by installing 
barbed wire and mines around the town’s perim-
eter. They fought from trenches on three sides of 
the town to fend off enemy attacks and conducted 
night-time raids to sabotage enemy equipment and 
attack enemy soldiers. 

   SOURCE 1  General Erwin Rommel, nicknamed the 
‘Desert Fox’, on the cover of the German propaganda 
magazine  Signal  in September 1942 
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 It was late November before Allied reinforcements arrived with the numbers and supplies necessary to 
defeat the siege, the fi rst major setback for German forces. By this time, the Royal Navy had evacuated 
most of the Australians for service closer to home. The siege resulted in 559 Australian deaths, nearly 
2500 wounded and 941 Australian prisoners of war. Rommel’s surprise counterattack on l January 1942 
forced the British-led Eighth Army to retreat but ended in a stalemate while each side rebuilt its fi ghting 
capability.  
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     SOURCE 2  The key areas where the Allied and Axis powers battled for the control of 
North Africa 

  SOURCE 3  An Australian soldier’s description of fi ghting conditions at Tobruk 

 Dust storms, heat, fl eas, fl ies, sleepless nights, when the earth shook with the roar of the enemy’s fury, daring 
raids into no man’s land through mine fi elds and barbed wire, scorching day after day in the front line, where no 
man dared stand upright, but crouched behind a knee-high protection of rocks — all these things had been the 
lot of the defenders of Tobruk. 

  The Age , 24 November 1941. 
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War in Egypt
For strategic reasons, both sides needed to control North Africa. The Allies needed to be able to maintain a 
supply route via the Suez Canal. Germany needed access to Middle East oil supplies. The British defeat of 
the siege of Tobruk helped the Allies regain the advantage, but by mid 1942 Rommel’s troops had gained a 
good foothold in Egypt and were threatening Britain’s control of the Suez Canal.

In July 1942, with the First Battle of El Alamein, Allied forces halted the German advance. Both sides 
paused to regain their strength. Rommel’s men were exhausted and struggling to obtain supplies, especially 
fuel supplies. Then in August 1942, British General Bernard Montgomery (1887–1976) took charge and 
began to put Rommel under further pressure. Montgomery’s plan was to train and build up Allied forces to 
the point where they could destroy the Panzer Army Africa.

The Second Battle of El Alamein, 23 October – 4 November 1942
On October 23 1942, General Montgomery launched a counter-offensive westward against the Panzer Army 
Africa at El Alamein. By this time, the Panzer Army Africa had dug in behind barbed wire and a minefield 
with as many as 500 000 mines. Montgomery had twice the number of men and twice as many tanks.

When the offensive failed to break through the German lines, Montgomery ordered the 9th AIF Division 
to attack from the enemy’s heavily defended northern side. The Australians advanced against Rommel’s 
troops in a week of intense fighting and Rommel had to call for reinforcements from the south. This opened 
the south to a successful Allied tank advance.

On 4 November Montgomery’s army broke through the German lines and forced the Afrika Corps into a 
general retreat, having sustained huge losses. Montgomery praised the role of the AIF’s ‘magnificent’ 9th 

SOURCE 4 Photograph showing Australian troops on sentry duty near Tobruk in September 1941

AWM 020623
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Division in this campaign. It had had 6000 casualties between July and November 1942. The 9th Division 
returned to Australia in January 1943, thus ending Australia’s involvement in the campaign in North Africa.

The Allies continued westwards towards areas of North Africa controlled by Vichy France. By April the 
Axis forces faced the Eighth Army on one side and the US First Army on the other. They surrendered on 
13 May 1943. The Allies captured over 250 000 prisoners of war, although Rommel was not among them.

The significance of El Alamein
By mid 1942, Germany controlled most of western Europe and had made significant advances into eastern 
Europe, and its U-boats were severely interrupting supply routes between the United States and Britain. 
The defeat of Rommel at El Alamein changed this trend.

The North African front strained Germany’s resources and cost it some of its best soldiers. Allied success 
there ended Germany’s plans of controlling the Middle East oil fields and gave the Allies control of Medi-
terranean shipping and a base from which to launch attacks on Italy and the Balkans.

3b.5 The Eastern Front
3b.5.1 Operation Barbarossa, 22 June 1941
On 22 June 1941, Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa — the invasion of the Soviet Union — and thus 
opened a new fighting front. The massive attack involved approximately 3.3 million men, 3500 tanks and 
thousands of aircraft along a 2900-kilometre front from Leningrad in the north to Odessa in the south. His 
goals were to:
 • gain land (‘living space’ or lebensraum)
 • gain much-needed agricultural and oil resources
 • gain a slave labour force from people Hitler considered racially inferior
 • destroy the Soviet Union’s Communist government.

The attack surprised Soviet forces and they were unable to respond effectively. German forces captured 
the cities of Minsk and Smolensk within weeks. They laid siege to Leningrad in August, took the city of 
Kiev and captured over 600 000 Soviet troops in September and were on the outskirts of Moscow, the 

RETROFILE
When Nazi leaders learned that Rommel sympathised with the views of those involved in the July 1944 plot to 
kill Hitler, they offered him the choice of a trial or a cyanide pill. Rommel committed suicide on 14 October 1944. 
The government was determined to maintain his image as a hero. It stated that he had died of wounds caused 
during an Allied aerial attack, gave him a state funeral and buried him with full military honours.

3b.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. How did Italy’s goals in North Africa differ from those of Germany and Britain?
2. What advantages did Montgomery have over Rommel in the North African campaign?
3. What role did Australian troops play in North Africa?
4. Why was victory in North Africa important to the Allies?

Develop source skills
5. Identify six towns where battles were fought in North Africa, and the country in which each is located.
6. How do SOURCES 3 and 4 differ in the information they provide about the siege of Tobruk?
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Soviet capital, by November 1941. By this stage, over one million Russians were dead, over three million 
were prisoners of war and the Soviet Union had lost control of approximately 60 per cent of its aluminium, 
coal, iron and steel resources. 

 Germany’s forces then began to fall victim to shortages of fuel and equipment and to the bitterly cold 
Russian winter for which they didn’t have proper clothing. The cold also made it hard for them to operate 
their tanks. They were unable to gain control of Moscow, and Leningrad remained under siege but not 
defeated. Against the advice of his generals, Hitler redirected the bulk of his troops towards the south of 
the Soviet Union. 

  The Battle of Stalingrad, 23 August 1942 – 2 February 1943 
 In June 1942, the German army’s goals were to defeat Soviet forces in the south of the Soviet Union, to 
capture and control the Baku oilfi elds, and to cut off Stalingrad on the River Volga. Stalingrad was one of 
the Soviet Union’s key industrial and manufacturing cities and an important rail and water link between the 
north and the south. 

 German forces were initially successful as they proceeded south and, by 23 August 1942, they had encir-
cled Stalingrad. In early September, German air force bombing destroyed most of the city. General von 
Paulus’ Sixth Army advanced into the city, where it soon found itself engaged in months of street fi ghting, 
battling Soviet soldiers for control of the city. One million Soviet troops — supported by tanks, aircraft and 
rocket batteries — came to defend Stalingrad and leaders kept sending in reinforcements. As winter set in, 
the German troops were cut off from ammunition and food supplies and, facing starvation, had no rations 
for their 12 000 wounded soldiers. 
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     SOURCE 1  Map showing Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union from 1941 to late 1942 
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 By 2 February 1943, General von 
Paulus and all the German troops had 
surrendered. The battle marked an 
important turning point in the war. 
From Stalingrad onwards, Soviet 
troops began to regain territory and the 
German forces were in retreat.  

 The Battle of Kursk, 
July–August 1943 
 In July 1943, the Germans waged a 
counter-attack against Soviet troops 
at Kursk. By this time, Soviet forces 
had vast resources at their disposal — 
tanks, aircraft and anti-tank rockets — 
all of which, unlike the Germans, they 
could quickly replace. They also had 
the advantage of several months of 
forewarning, which enabled them to 
prepare a sophisticated and effective 
defence system that would wear the Germans down. 

 With Luftwaffe aircraft called home to assist with defence against Allied bombing attacks on Germany’s 
railroads and factories, Germany’s troops at Kursk were severely weakened. The great tank battle of Kursk 
ended in German defeat and confi rmed Germany’s retreat from the Soviet Union. 

 German forces were in retreat on the eastern front from the time of the Russian victory at the Battle of 
Stalingrad in early 1943. Stalin had long demanded that his Allies establish a western front so that Russia 
did not have the full burden of defeating Germany in Europe. This was slow to eventuate, and planning for 
an invasion force to defeat Germany from the west continued throughout most of 1942 and 1943.   

   SOURCE 3  Photograph taken on 1 July 1943 during the Battle of Kursk, said to be the largest tank battle in 
history 

   SOURCE 2  Photograph showing German prisoners of war after 
the Battle of Stalingrad 
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3b.6 The Holocaust
3b.6.1 Nazi racial theory
The Holocaust, also called the Shoah, was the Nazi-organised killing of over six million Jewish men, 
women and children — two-thirds of Europe’s Jewish population — during World War II. In the years prior 
to the Holocaust, the Nazi Party had already denied Jews their rights as citizens and as humans and had 
increasingly made them social outcasts.

The Nazis believed that humans belonged to a hierarchy of different racial groups, of which a supposed 
Aryan master race — characterised by people who were tall, with light brown or blonde hair and blue or 
light-coloured eyes — was at the top and untermenschen (sub-humans) were at the bottom. According to 
this theory, Slavic peoples (e.g. Russians, Poles and Serbs) were sub-human and useful as slave labour 
only. Lower still were those Hitler labelled ‘life unworthy of life’ — a group including criminals, homosex-
uals, the mentally ill, gypsies and, especially, Jews. Schools taught these ideas as scientific ‘fact’.

Nazis believed that Germany could become strong again by regenerating its master race and eliminating 
those at the bottom of this hierarchy. They used their racial beliefs to encourage people’s pride in mem-
bership of a master race and to channel their discontent into hostility towards Jews, whom they blamed for 
Germany’s economic hardships.

3b.6.2 Anti-Semitic policies
From the time the Nazis came to power in 1933, they used the law and propaganda to pursue their 
anti-Semitic beliefs. For example, the Nazis:
 • enforced a national boycott of Jewish businesses (marked with a Star of David emblem)
 • dismissed Jews working in the civil service (1933)
 • limited Jews’ access to schools and universities (1933)
 • prevented Jewish lawyers from working within the legal system (1933) and Jewish doctors from 

obtaining medical insurance (1934)
 • excluded Jews from German citizenship under the 1935 Nuremberg Laws
 • denied Jews their property rights (from 1937)
 • organised Kristallnacht, a violent attack on Jews and their property (November 1938).

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 ĥ World War II in Europe

3b.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. How did Germany’s situation on the Russian Front change in the period from June 1941 to  

August 1943?
2. What was the significance of war on the eastern front for (a) Germany and (b) the Allies?

Develop source skills
3. What evidence does SOURCE 1 provide of the success of Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union?
4. What types of information could a historian learn from SOURCES 2 and 3?
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 Nazi propaganda messages and images portrayed Jews in a negative way and encouraged people to 
exclude Jews from mainstream society by forbidding them entry to cafés, transport and public facilities 
such as swimming pools. 

 3b.6.3 The ‘fi nal solution’ 
 As Nazis gained control of other areas of Europe, more Jews became victims of their anti-Semitic policies. 
These became more threatening, isolating and violent from 1939 onwards. Nazis ordered Jews to wear 
the Star of David on their clothing. They rounded Jews up, forcibly evicted them from their homes and 
transported them to overcrowded and unsanitary conditions in  ghettos  and from there to  concentration  
(or  labour )  camps . 

 In the period from mid 1941 to mid 1942, Nazi  Schutzstaffel  (SS) troops began to systematically kill 
Jews by means of a series of mass shootings in the Soviet Union. At Babi Yar, near Kiev, they killed over 
33 000 Jews over two days in late September 1941. By this time, Hitler had decided that mass extermina-
tion of all the Jews in Nazi-controlled territory would be the ‘fi nal solution’ to the Jewish ‘problem’.  

  SOURCE 1    (a)     An illustration from the 1936 children’s book  Trust No Fox on his Green Heath and No Jew on 
his Oath . It depicts the ‘benefi ts’ of the 1933 exclusion of Jewish teachers from schools and the 
limiting of Jewish students to 1.5 per cent within any particular school. 

(b)    The text that accompanied the illustration above. The author and illustrator was Elvira Bauer, an 
18-year-old art student. The print run for the book was 100 000 copies.    

(a)   

(b)    It’s going to be fi ne in the schools at last,   For all the Jews must leave.   For big and small it’s all 
alike.   Anger and rage do not avail   Nor utmost Jewish whine nor wail.   Away with all the Jewish 
breed.   ’Tis the German teacher we desire.   Now he leads the way to cleverness,   Wanders and plays 
with us, but yet   Keeps us children in good order.   He makes jokes with us and laughs   So going to 
school is quite a joy.   

(a) 
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  At a conference at Wannsee, Berlin, in January 1942, senior offi cials met to decide how to implement 
this. SS offi cials, concerned that mass shootings were undermining SS morale, decided to change the killing 
method to mass gassings. Concentration and labour camps already existed throughout the territories they 
controlled. The Nazis converted six of these, in mainly remote areas of Poland, into extermination (death) 
camps.  

 After gassing people in sealed vans (at Chelmno) or in gas chambers, the Nazis made other camp inmates 
dispose of the bodies by dumping them in mass burial pits or cremating them in ovens. The Nazis also col-
lected from the bodies any money or jewellery that had been hidden and anything, including hair, that they 
could adapt to other uses. 

 Millions of Jews also died from diseases such as typhus, forced labour conditions, starvation, and as 
victims of medical experiments and individual shootings.   

  SOURCE 3  Table showing extermination camps and approximate numbers killed by gassing  

  Camp    Use as a death camp    No. of Jews killed (approx.)  

 Chelmno  December 1941 – March 1943  
June 1944 – January 1945 

 152 000–320 000  
(some by mass shooting) 

 Auschwitz-Birkenau  Early 1942 – January 1945       1 000 000 

 Majdanek  Early 1942 – July 1944     59 000–125 000 

 Sobibor  May 1942 – October 1943          250 000 

 Treblinka  July 1942 – October 1943          870 000 

 Belzec  March 1942 – June 1943          600 000 
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       SOURCE 2  Map showing the location of the main Nazi concentration and extermination 
camps 
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  3b.7  The Pacifi c 
 3b.7.1 Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941 
 In 1940, Japan allied itself with the Axis powers. By 1941, Japan had effectively been engaged in a 10-year 
campaign of expansion in East Asia (see  unit 2.1 ) in the quest for much needed resources, especially oil. 

 Japan resented the United States for freezing its US assets, restricting its trade opportunities and pro-
viding military and fi nancial assistance to Japan’s enemies. Before expanding further into South-East Asia, 
Japan wanted to remove the threat of the US Navy based at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

   SOURCE 4  Photograph from 12 April 1945, showing rows of bodies at the Nazi concentration 
camp at Nordhausen, Germany, which US troops had discovered the previous day 

 3b.6 Activities 
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.  

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Explain the Nazis’ racial ideas regarding the Jews.  
2.   Create a fl ow chart to show the steps the Nazis took to put these ideas into practice.   

 Develop source skills 
3.    Create a two-column table to compare the ways in which Aryans and Jews are depicted in  SOURCE 1  (a) 

and (b). What message were children meant to pick up from this book?  
4.   Identify the camps that were established as extermination camps.   
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War in the Pacific began with Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941. In two hours 
of bombing, Japan:
 • sank or damaged 21 American ships, including eight battleships and four destroyers
 • destroyed 188 aircraft and damaged 159
 • killed nearly 2400 American military personnel
 • wounded over 1000 people (including civilians).

Fortunately for the US, none of its three aircraft carriers was at the base at the time. The Japanese also 
missed damaging the navy’s facilities on land and its submarine base.

Until this time, Americans had been divided over the question of involvement in the war. The shock 
attack united them in a commitment to working for Allied military victory. On 8 December 1941, the 
United States declared war on Japan. On 11 December, Hitler declared war on the United States and so 
brought the United States into the European war.

Australia’s response
In response to Japanese expansion, Australia had stationed its 8th Division in Malaya from 1940. On 9 
December 1941, following Japan’s declaration of war on Britain and the Commonwealth, Labor Party 
Prime Minister John Curtin announced Australia’s declaration of war on Japan. By this time, the Japanese 
had begun their attack on Singapore, the island at the southern end of the Malay Peninsula and the home 
of Britain’s navy in Asia.

War was coming closer to Australia and the British navy was clearly unable to protect it. Australia’s 
trained troops were all serving overseas. There were only 15 RAAF squadrons and the Citizens’ Military 

SOURCE 1 Photograph showing U.S. Navy battleships USS West Virginia (sunken at left) and USS 
Tennessee shrouded in smoke following the Japanese air raid on Pearl Harbor
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Forces infantry reserve available for home defence. Against the wishes of British Prime Minister Churchill, 
Prime Minister Curtin transferred the 6th and 7th AIF divisions from the Middle East to service closer 
to home and announced the need for Australia to look to the United States for assistance. In early 1942, 
Churchill and Curtin engaged in a ‘war of cablegrams’ as Churchill tried to influence Curtin to submit to 
his will.

3b.7.2 The fall of Singapore, 15 February 1942
The Pearl Harbor attack was part of a series of Japanese attacks around the Pacific. The day after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Japan invaded the Malay Peninsula and Japanese soldiers began their advance through the 
Malay jungle towards Singapore. At the same time, Japanese aircraft began bombing Singapore’s key sites.

Singapore had expected an attack from the sea and Allied forces struggled to respond effectively. Their 
fighting power was even weaker after Japanese bombers sank the British warships Repulse and Prince of 
Wales off the Malay coast on 10 December 1941.

In late December, RAAF squadrons were ordered to evacuate the area and British, Indian and Australian 
troops, along with thousands of refugees, retreated to the island of Singapore. The Japanese attack there 
began on 8 February and within six days had reached Singapore city. Allied forces were battle weary, 
depleted in numbers and weakened by a poorly coordinated defence strategy. Royal Australian Navy (RAN) 
warships escorted merchant and other ships that were struggling to help people escape capture.

The fall of Singapore and its British naval base on 15 February 1942 was a significant blow. The British 
had believed Singapore could not be taken, especially by the Japanese whom they thought of as infe-
rior fighters. Australia had believed that Britain’s presence in Singapore would protect it from a Japanese 
invasion.

Allied attempts to hold Singapore led to the capture of 85 000 troops, including 15 000 of the Australian 
8th Division. By early 1942, 2000 Australians had died fighting the Japanese and 22 000 had become pris-
oners of war. The Japanese continued to gain territory.

Fighting to the north of Australia
The Australian government sent troops to the islands north of Australia to prevent Japan taking airfields from 
where it could launch attacks on the Australian mainland. Lark Force, comprising infantry, coastal artillery 
and an RAAF bomber squadron, unsuccessfully attempted the defence of the port of Rabaul in Papua New 
Guinea. Japan took the port on 23 January 1942 and Rabaul became its south Pacific headquarters.

By mid March 1942, the Japanese had:
 • defeated AIF troops sent to Ambon in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and Koepang in West Timor
 • bombed Darwin (see section 3b:9)
 • engaged in (ultimately successful) guerrilla warfare against the AIF and Dutch forces in Portuguese 

Timor

SOURCE 2 Australian Prime Minister John Curtin’s December 1941 speech announcing a changed relationship 
with Britain and the United States

[The] United States and Australia must have the fullest say in the direction of the [Pacific] fighting plan … I 
make it quite clear that Australia looks to America free of any pangs as to our traditional links or kinship with 
the United Kingdom. We know the problems the United Kingdom faces. We know the constant threat of 
invasion … but we know too that Australia can go, and Britain can still hold on … We are therefore determined 
that Australia shall not go and we shall exert all our energies towards the shaping of a plan, with the United 
States as its keystone, which will give our country confidence of being able to hold out until the tide of battle 
swings against the enemy.

The Herald, 27 December 1941.
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•     forced the surrender of Allied forces in Java 
(Indonesia). The USS  Houston  and the HMAS  Perth  
had both sunk while trying to prevent the Japanese 
landing on Java.   
 By late March 1942, Japan controlled a large empire 

in Asia and the Pacifi c. Australia, fearing a Japanese 
invasion, was relieved to hear that the United States 
would establish its main south-west Pacifi c base within 
Australia and welcomed the arrival of American troops. 
US General Douglas Macarthur became Commander of 
the Allied forces in the south-west Pacifi c.  

 3b.7.3 The Battle of the Coral Sea, 
4–8 May 1942 
 The Japanese goal at this time was to establish a 
blockade to prevent Australia receiving supplies from 
the United States. To achieve this, Japan intended to 
establish bases in Fiji, the New Hebrides, Papua New 
Guinea, Samoa and the Solomon Islands. In early May 
1942, Japan set out to take Port Moresby in Papua New 
Guinea and sent aircraft carriers to patrol the area from 
which Allied ships might try to stop them. 
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      SOURCE 3  Map showing the extent of Japanese military expansion in South-East Asia from 
1931 to 1942 

   SOURCE 4  Cover of  The Australian Women’s 
Weekly  on 25 July 1942 
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 Allied code-breakers gained advance knowledge of the planned invasion. US aircraft carriers and Aus-
tralian cruisers and destroyers engaged the Japanese in the Battle of the Coral Sea and forced the Japanese 
to abandon their plans. This combined US/Australian victory marked the fi rst time the Allies had been able 
to halt the Japanese advance in the Pacifi c.  

 3b.7.4 The battle of Midway, 3–6 June 1942 
 Japan realised that in order to maintain its empire, it needed to destroy US power in the Pacifi c. In early 
June 1942, Japan attacked Midway, an atoll on the western side of the Hawaiian islands. The Japanese 
hoped that by luring the United States into a battle here, it would be able to destroy the US threat once and 
for all and, at the same time, further extend its empire and acquire a base from which to attack Fiji, the 
New Hebrides and Samoa. 

 Once again, code-breakers had provided the United States with advance information of the timing and 
location of the attack. US naval forces sank four Japanese aircraft carriers and one cruiser and destroyed 
nearly 250 aircraft. Over 3000 Japanese died compared to 300 Americans. The United States had achieved 
its fi rst major victory over Japan and, by weakening Japanese sea power, forced Japan to abandon its plan 
for conquering other Pacifi c islands. 

 3b.7.5 Battling the Kokoda Trail: July–November 1942 
 On 21 July 1942, the Japanese invaded Gona on Papua New Guinea’s north coast. Their goal was the town 
of Port Moresby in the south. Control of Port Moresby would: 
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     SOURCE 5  Map showing the Kokoda Trail and the links between it and the northern and southern coasts of 
Papua New Guinea and a cross section showing its terrain 
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 • give them a base from which to launch bombing raids against Allied bases in northern Australia
 • aid in their plan to cut off supply lines between Australia and the United States.

The Battle of the Coral Sea had interrupted Japanese plans to capture Port Moresby via a seaborne 
invasion. To get there over land, the Japanese had to go via the Kokoda Trail, a narrow, 90-kilometre 
track through dense jungle from the village of Wairopi, on the edge of the Owen Stanley Mountains, to 
Owers’ Corner, not far from Port Moresby. It could be travelled only on foot and in single file. The village 
of Kokoda, the location of the only air strip between Port Moresby and the north coast, was towards the 
northern end.

From July to September, the Japanese advanced rapidly and succeeded in pushing Australia’s 39th 
Infantry Battalion, along with members of the Papuan Infantry Battalion, back to Imita Ridge in the 
south. Australian field guns located at Owers’ Corner (see SOURCE 5) halted the Japanese at Ioribaiwa.

Up until this time, the Australians had been struggling with problems related to:
 • their inexperience in jungle warfare
 • hot, humid weather during the day and bitterly cold nights
 • difficulties in the terrain
 • tropical diseases, especially malaria
 • outdated maps and poor intelligence
 • inadequate equipment such as World War I weapons and ammunition shortages
 • exhaustion
 • difficulties in obtaining supplies.

With jeeps able to gain road access as far as Owers’ Corner, the Australians could now replenish their 
supplies. By contrast, the Japanese had to rely on uncertain supplies from Gona. The arrival of reinforce-
ments from the Middle East and news of Australian success at Milne Bay gave a further boost to the Aus-
tralian soldiers’ efforts.

From August 1942, Japanese troops had also 
been fighting the Americans on the island of 
Guadalcanal. As a result of their losses there, 
Japanese military leaders ordered their troops 
in Papua New Guinea to retreat and defend 
their positions at Gona, Buna and Sanananda 
on the north coast.

The Australians then fought the Japanese 
all the way back to the beaches of the north 
coast. Nine thousand Japanese (including 
fresh reinforcements), armed with machine 
guns and mortars, were ready to defend their 
well-prepared beachheads against battle-weary 
Australian forces joined by inexperienced and 
inadequately trained young US soldiers. It took 
until 23 January 1943 for the Allied forces 
to defeat the Japanese and be able to claim 
victory.

About 600 Australians lost their lives in the 
Kokoda campaign, 1600 were wounded and 
up to another 4000 contracted tropical dis-
eases and other health problems. Many owed 
their lives to the efforts of the ‘fuzzy-wuzzy 
angels’, who delivered supplies and carried out 
the wounded.

SOURCE 6 Photograph showing the ‘Golden Stairs’, 
part of the 3000 steps that army engineers cut into the 
Kokoda Trail during the initial climb up from Owers’ 
Corner to Imita Ridge. They marked the beginning of the 
steepest section of the trail and were slippery and often 
covered in mud and water.

AWM 026821
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From late August until early September 1942, Australians had also succeeded in repelling a Japanese 
invasion of the Allied base at Milne Bay on the south-east tip of Papua New Guinea. This and the Kokoda 
Trail victory were the start of the Japanese retreat on land.

3b.7.6 Guadalcanal: a turning point, August 1942 – February 1943
On 7 August 1942, American and other Allied forces launched a surprise offensive against the Japanese at 
Guadalcanal and its neighbouring islands in the southern Solomons. The Japanese were in the process of 
constructing an airfield at Guadalcanal and had a seaplane base on an island nearby. They saw these islands 
as bases from which to disrupt supply and communication links between Australia and the United States. 
For the Americans, the islands would serve as bases from which to neutralise Japan’s major south Pacific 
base at Rabaul in Papua New Guinea.

Twenty thousand US Marines landed with support from American cruisers and destroyers and HMAS 
Australia, HMAS Canberra and HMAS Hobart. They managed to seize the airfield quickly but near mid-
night the following evening the Allies lost three ships, including the HMAS Canberra, during a surprise 
Japanese counter-attack from Rabaul.

The following months were marked by bitter and costly fighting involving land, sea and air battles and 
strained the supply capabilities of both sides. The Americans lost over 1500 personnel. They were able to 
replace men and resources more easily than the Japanese, who were significantly weakened by their aircraft 
and shipping losses and by the deaths of 25 000 trained and experienced infantry (14 000 were killed in 
action and 9000 died from disease or starvation). By November, the Japanese were planning to evacuate 
and by early February 1943, they had evacuated their remaining forces.

Significance of the battle
The battles at Guadalcanal were a turning point in the Pacific war. Their victory at Guadalcanal convinced 
the Allies that they could win the war in the Pacific. From Guadalcanal onwards, they were on the offensive 
in the Pacific and the Japanese on the defensive. The Allies went on to neutralise Rabaul and embark on the 
campaign of island hopping that would lead them steadily towards Japan.

Japanese efforts at Guadalcanal weakened Japan’s abilities to succeed elsewhere, notably in the battles 
to defend their bases along the north coast of Papua New Guinea in late 1942. From this time onwards, the 
Japanese empire was contracting not expanding. Japanese forces could no longer control all of the territory 
they had taken and were in retreat on both land and sea.

3b.7.7 Island hopping, November 1943 – June 1945
General Douglas Macarthur and Admiral Chester Nimitz led the implementation of the island-hopping 
strategy. They wanted to position American forces within bombing range of Japan by capturing key islands 
one at a time, and using each newly acquired island as a base from which to ‘leapfrog’ to the next. They 
targeted those where Japan was weak and avoided those where Japanese forces had a strong presence.

General Macarthur’s US and Australian forces headed to north-eastern Papua New Guinea and from 
there on to the Philippines. Admiral Nimitz’s naval forces focused on retaking key islands from the island 

SOURCE 7 An Australian soldier’s account of conditions on the Kokoda Trail

I was one of a party of considerable size, who were cut off in the dense jungle for fourteen long weary days 
without food.

All I had to eat for the first ten days was one tin of bully beef, one packet of hard biscuits, half pound 
dehydrated ration and a little chocolate ration.

… When we were permitted to light a fire, it was often too wet, as it rains up here every day and every night. 
We would be wet through and have to sleep in wet clothes, and would we shiver! … All we had to sleep in was 
a holey ground sheet. The ground up in the jungle is never dry, and smells terribly, the leaves and trees are 
simply rotten through no sun ever penetrating the thick foliage.
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groups in the central Pacific — the Gilberts, the Marshalls, the Marianas and the Palaus — and then moved 
on to the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

The battles were sometimes one-sided, often hard-fought, brutal and costly for both sides with the Japa-
nese mounting determined resistance and willing to fight to the death rather than surrender. On Saipan (the 
Marianas), American forces sustained over 14 000 casualties, while nearly all of Saipan’s 31 000 Japanese 
soldiers died, some as a result of a final desperate banzai charge. An estimated 22 000 of Saipan’s civilians, 
believing propaganda accounts of American barbarism, jumped from the cliffs in a mass suicide attempt.

From late 1944 onwards, as the Allies drew closer to Japan’s home islands, the Japanese military called 
for kamikaze pilots to use their planes as manned missiles. Their goal was to destroy aircraft carriers and 

SOURCE 9 Table showing Allied and Japanese deaths in some of the island-hopping battles

Place Date Japanese deaths US deaths

Peleliu (the Palaus) 15 September – 25 
November 1944

   10 695  2 336

Leyte Gulf (Philippines) 23–26 October 1944     10 500  2 800

Iwo Jima (Japan) 19 February – 9 April 1945     20 000  7 800

Okinawa (Japan) 1 April – 21 June 1945 110 000 military
 75 000 civilians
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other enemy shipping and inflict large numbers of casualties. That the Japanese were willing to sacrifice 
these men and aircraft shows the lengths to which they were willing to go to avoid surrender. The Allies 
developed tactics to provide good defence against the kamikaze threat and became skilled in destroying 
these planes before they reached their targets.

In early April 1945, the US and British Pacific Fleets defeated the last Japanese naval threat. When ground 
troops took Okinawa, the final island, in June 1945, it seemed the Pacific war would soon be drawing to a 
close. The Allies bombed and firebombed Tokyo and other Japanese cities in preparation for the planned inva-
sion of the Japanese mainland. They also placed mines in Japanese ports and waterways to destroy Japanese 
shipping and used their submarines to enforce a blockade preventing supplies reaching Japan.

3b.8 Prisoners of war
3b.8.1 POWs
In the course of World War II, approximately 37 000 Australians became prisoners of war (POWs). 
German and Italian forces captured about 15 500 of these in campaigns in Europe and the Middle East. 
They became POWs in camps in Austria, Germany and Poland. The Japanese captured over 22 000 
Australians, who then became POWs in camps throughout East Asia. Those in POW camps in Europe had 
a much better survival rate than those in Japanese camps, where 36 per cent of the prisoners died and where 
forced labour, beatings, disease and starvation were common.

On 12 February 1942, 65 Australian nurses attempted to escape capture in Singapore by leaving on the 
ship the Vyner Brooke. Two days later, Japanese bombers attacked the ship and it sank just off Bangka Island. 
Twenty-two nurses made it to shore only to be shot by Japanese soldiers. The sole survivor of this group, 
Sister Vivian Bullwinkel, spent 10 days in the jungle before being captured. She, along with 31 other nurses 
who had survived the sinking, became a POW in Indonesia. Only 24 of these women survived the war.

3b.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. How and why did the Pearl Harbor attack affect US attitudes to involvement in World War II?
2. Explain why the fall of Singapore was significant.
3. Outline the role of Australians in the Pacific war.
4. Identify and explain two turning points in the Pacific war.
5. What was island hopping and how did the Japanese respond to it?
6. Explain how the US position in the Pacific changed between December 1941 and June 1945.

Develop source skills
7. Write three to five lines to describe the context that prompted Prime Minister Curtin to make this 

speech.
8. What was the significance of SOURCE 3 for Australia?
9. Refer to SOURCE 4. Explain why The Australian Women’s Weekly would have used an image like this on its 

front cover at this time.
10. Which problems of fighting on the Kokoda Trail are evidenced in SOURCES 5, 6 and 7?
11. How would you explain the high numbers of Japanese deaths shown in SOURCE 9?

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 ĥ World War II in the Pacific
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3b.8.2 Changi
Changi in Singapore was the main Japanese POW camp. It comprised a former British Army barracks set 
amid thousands of acres of land at Selerang and a fairly new and modern civilian prison in the village of 
Changi, two kilometres away. While Changi had to accommodate 15 000 prisoners in facilities designed 
for the use of about 1500, conditions there were, to begin with, comparatively better than those in other 
Japanese-run POW camps. Their captors provided adequate food and medicine, and the soldiers (at 
Selerang) continued to observe the military discipline of their former lives and had freedom to organise 
their own entertainment.

The Japanese organised prisoners into work parties there, and then often sent them to work at forced 
labour camps in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Indochina, Burma, Manchuria, Korea, Formosa (Taiwan) 
and in Japan itself. Sea voyages to these places left the POWs vulnerable to attacks by US submarines 
patrolling these areas. Three such attacks resulted in the deaths of 1700 POWs.

Death before dishonour
The Japanese were not prepared for the large numbers of Allied prisoners they had under their control. Jap-
anese soldiers thought it dishonourable to be taken prisoner and were more likely to commit suicide than 
allow this to happen. For them, a soldier’s duty was to fight to the death and they had little respect for those 
who surrendered. The Japanese treated their prisoners in accordance with the attitude that those who had 
chosen to live rather than to die honourably deserved little.

By late 1942, conditions at Changi, like those at most camps, were more in line with these attitudes. 
Changi POWs worked on heavy labour tasks around Singapore, loading ships, clearing sewers, building 
roads and repairing the docks. The Japanese made dramatic cuts to food and medical supplies and the 
daily rice ration comprised only half the calorie count needed for survival. The Japanese had not signed the 
Geneva Convention and did not abide by it.

Life in a POW camp was a daily struggle for survival. Some of the worst experiences were suffered by 
prisoners in Indonesia and Thailand. Over 18 months in 1942 and 1943 the Japanese forced 60 000 POWs 
to work on the construction of the Thai–Burma Railway from Bangkok in Thailand to Rangoon in Burma. 
There were 2815 Australians among the 16 000 who died there. In 1945, the Japanese ordered two forced 

SOURCE 1 An account of the POW experiences of the Australian nurses who had survived the sinking of the 
Vyner Brooke

The nurses sent the civilian women and children on ahead, remaining with the wounded on the beach. When 
the Japanese arrived, they marched the men around the corner of the beachhead, returning minutes later with 
bloodstained bayonets. The Australian nurses were then forced into the water and shot from behind. Only one, 
Staff Nurse Vivian Bullwinkel, survived the shooting. That is how we know about it. She was the tallest of the 
women and the bullet that struck her passed through her side just below waist level. After many days of living 
in the jungle, scrounging for food in the native villages and caring for the only male survivor, Private Kingsley, 
the two … once more surrendered to the Japanese. This time they were taken into custody. Kingsley later 
died, but Bullwinkel survived and was reunited with thirty-one of her colleagues [who became] prisoners of the 
Japanese on Bangka Island, together with hundreds of other women and men.

The men were separated almost immediately. The women were to be moved many times during the next 
three and a half years, spending most of their time at Palembang in Sumatra. The Japanese refused to 
recognise the Australian nurses as military personnel … they received no Red Cross parcels and were not 
permitted to write home for eighteen months, or receive mail … through it all they retained dignity, close 
friendships, an ability to cope and adapt … the last few months were very hard … eight of the women died in 
those final months.

G. Hunter-Payne, quoted in On the Duckboards: Experiences of the Other Side of War, Allen & Unwin, 
Sydney, 1995, pp. 44–6.
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‘death marches’ of Australian and British POWs from Sandakan on the coast of Borneo (Indonesia) to 
Ranau, 2000 metres higher. Six of the original 2345 survived.

SOURCE 2 An extract from Stan Arneil’s account of his period on the Thai–Burma railway from  
May–December 1943

It has been estimated that 100 000 prisoners and coolies* died during the construction of the railway, 
approximately 393 people for every mile of the track. Troops died from every known tropical disease and from 
sheer exhaustion.

So constant was the torrential rain that the troops were wet for months on end, many of them had no shirts, 
others only lap laps and most in bare feet. Men died in such numbers that the traditional ‘Last Post’, the 
haunting bugle call normally played at military funerals, was played only once per week, for all those who had 
died during the week. It was thought that the sounding of the ‘Last Post’ for every death, sometimes six or 
seven a day, would have had a depressing effect on the troops.

The group of prisoners of whom I was a member was known as F Force and suffered the highest percentage 
of deaths of any force on the railway. Of a force of 7000 men, 3096 died, forty four per cent of its original 
strength, in nine months. Many more died later as a result of the disease and privation they had suffered on the 
railway.

The rate of deaths was so great that there was not time, and not sufficient men strong enough, to dig graves. 
The dead were cremated on bamboo fires and a handful of ashes of each man collected in a separate bamboo 
container cut straight from the bamboo.

Many of those who returned from the railway never recovered their former health.
It was a period when the Australians concentrated solely on the business of living, almost willing themselves 

to live.

Stan Arneil, One Man’s War, Sun Books (Pan Macmillan), Melbourne, 1982, p. 91.
* Australians at that time did not distinguish between different Asian groups such as Chinese or Indian, and just used a 
general term for unskilled labourers.

SOURCE 3 Photograph of the Changi hospital ward in September 1945 showing 
members of the AIF’s 8th Division, recently released after the Japanese surrender and all 
suffering from malnutrition

AWM 019199
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  3b.9  Ending the war 
 3b.9.1 Defeating Germany 
 Defeating Germany was the United States’ fi rst priority. From 1942 onwards, US General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (1890–1969), Supreme Commander of the Allied forces in Europe, was planning to invade 
western Europe. By creating a second European front, the invasion would relieve the fi ghting burden of the 
Soviet Union. Knowing that invasion preparations would not be fi nalised until 1944, Britain and the United 
States continued and intensifi ed their aerial bombing campaign against military, industrial and, increas-
ingly, civilian targets within Germany.  

 The bombing of Hamburg and Dresden 
 The bombing of Hamburg in 1943 and Dresden in 1945 led people to ask whether there was any moral 
justifi cation for these air raids. On 24 July 1943, RAF and US Eighth Air Force squadrons began a seven-

night bombing campaign over Hamburg. 
On the night of 27–28 July, in just over 
30 minutes, 739 planes dropped 500–600 
bombs within an area of 5.2 km 2  just east of 
the city centre. The combination of bombs 
and hot, dry weather produced a tornado-
like fi restorm with powerful winds and 
temperatures of 800°C that set pavements 
alight and took oxygen from the air. It lasted 
three hours, killing 40 000 people, destroying 
16 000 apartment buildings and forcing 1.2 
million people to fl ee. 

 The Allied bombing of Dresden was a 
three-day campaign in mid February 1945 
in which 3600 planes dropped 650 000 
 incendiaries  and other high explosives, 
destroying 39 square kilometres of the city 
centre and killing 25 000 people. Dresden 
was known for its historic and cultural 
signifi cance. Bombers did not target either its 
bridges or its industrial areas. 

 3b.8 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.   

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    How many Australians became POWs and where were they imprisoned?  
2.   What was the Japanese attitude towards POWs and how did they show this?   

 Develop source skills 
3.    What message is the writer trying to convey in  SOURCE 1  and what evidence supports this message?  
4.   Use  SOURCES 2  and  3  and your own knowledge to explain why prisoners found it hard to survive a 

Japanese POW camp.   

   SOURCE 1  Photograph showing the impact of Allied 
bombing on Dresden 
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D-Day, 6 June 1944
From early 1944, the Allies were implementing Operation Fortitude, the plan to deceive the Germans about 
the timing, location and nature of their planned invasion. They convinced the Germans that the invasion 
would occur via the Pas de Calais, the region closest to Britain, and that it would occur much later than the 
actual scheduled date, D-Day.

The Allied invasion of western Europe — Operation Overlord — finally began on 6 June 1944. The Allies 
sent false radio messages and launched air attacks in other areas to divert German attention away from the 
beaches of Normandy, where 133 000 troops and 23 000 paratroopers were landing. Floating harbours, known 
as ‘Mulberries’, and floating piers made the landings and the provision of troops, equipment and other sup-
plies much easier. There were 10 000 Allied casualties on the first day, including more than 4000 deaths.

During the following months, troops advanced into France, forcing the Germans into retreat. Resistance 
fighters throughout western Europe also began concerted attacks on German forces. On 19 August, the 
French Resistance staged an uprising against the German garrison in Paris. US troops arrived on 24 August 
1944 and the garrison surrendered the following day.

Allied forces had landed in southern France on 15 August and were advancing against fascist forces in 
Italy at the same time. The Soviet army continued its advance from the east. German forces attempted one 
final offensive on the western front in mid December but this failed.

Germany surrenders
In March 1945, the Allies crossed into German territory from the west. On 25 April, they met with Soviet 
forces advancing from the east. Realising that defeat was at hand, Hitler committed suicide on 30 April. On 
1 May the Russians took Berlin, the German capital. On 2 May, German generals surrendered in Italy. On 
8 May 1945, following General Jodl’s signing of unconditional surrender the day before, all forces under 
German control in Europe ceased fighting. On 9 May, German leaders signed a formal document of sur-
render to the Soviet Union. The war in Europe was over.
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SOURCE 2 Map showing the D-Day landing locations on the Normandy coastline
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3b.9.2 Defeating Japan
Scientific discoveries in the late 1930s led some of the world’s leading physicists to predict that they could 
build an extraordinarily powerful bomb — an atomic bomb. From 1942, American physicist Robert Oppen-
heimer took charge of the Manhattan Project, the US $1.8 billion American effort to design, develop and 
assemble an atomic bomb.

Some of the world’s leading physicists, including some seeking refuge from Nazi Europe, contributed to 
its success. While there was some sharing of information with Britain, the Soviet Union did not know of 
these plans and its scientists were not 
involved. On 16 July 1945, the United 
States secretly conducted a successful 
explosion of the bomb at Alamogordo 
in New Mexico. Ten days later, in the 
Potsdam Declaration, Allied leaders 
demanded that Japan surrender uncon-
ditionally or face ‘prompt and utter 
destruction’. Japan chose to fight on.

The decision to use the 
atomic bomb
US President Truman now had a 
number of options to achieve the goal 
of ending the war with Japan:
 • invade the mainland (Operation 

Downfall planned from October 
1945 into 1946)

 • wear Japan down by continuing the bombing campaign and the blockade of supplies
 • wait for the support of the Soviet Union, which was planning to declare war on Japan
 • threaten Japanese officials by demonstrating the power of the new bomb
 • use the atomic bomb on one or more Japanese cities.

With the fighting capacity of its air force, navy and land forces largely severely weakened, Japan no 
longer had the military strength to win the war but seemed unwilling to surrender. Truman decided to try 
to force the Japanese to surrender by unleashing the most powerful and deadly weapon the world had ever 
known.

On 6 August 1945, the American bomber Enola Gay dropped a nuclear bomb, nicknamed ‘Little Boy’, 
on the city of Hiroshima. The explosion created a 300-metre-wide fireball with heat up to 4000 °C, tor-
nado-like winds and radiation. An estimated 70 000 people died instantly and many more perished in the 
months that followed. Hiroshima was totally destroyed. On 9 August, when the Japanese had still not sur-
rendered, a US bomber dropped a second atomic bomb, ‘Fat Man’, on the city of Nagasaki, killing at least 
40 000 people.

On 15 August 1945, Emperor Hirohito announced Japan’s surrender. Two weeks later, Allied forces 
began their occupation of Japan. On 2 September, the Japanese government signed the document of sur-
render aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. This brought an official end to the war.

Contestability: Why the US dropped the atomic bombs
Historians still debate the reasons for the US decision to drop atomic bombs. They question whether the 
main reason was simply to end the war quickly or, as some argue, to demonstrate US strength to the Soviet 
Union, its wartime ally and peacetime rival.

US military leaders advised the US President that, given the determination of the Japanese not to sur-
render, an invasion could cost it between 1.7 and 4 million American casualties including up to 800 000 

SOURCE 3 Photograph showing a Russian soldier raising the 
Soviet flag in Berlin after a nine-day battle for the German city
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deaths — more Americans than had died in the war so far. Reports of the Japanese government ordering 
civilians to arm themselves with bamboo sticks led US advisers to conclude that 5–10 million Japanese 
could die defending their land.

SOURCE 4 Photographs showing
(a) the city of Hiroshima reduced to ashes;

(b) the injuries suffered by 16-year-old Taniguchi Sumiteru, a survivor of the Nagasaki bombing

 a

 b
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The US air force had already inflicted severe bomb damage on Kobe, Nagoya, Osaka and Tokyo. Neither 
this nor the hardships caused by lack of supplies had led the Japanese to surrender.

The United States did not trust the Soviet Union and wanted to limit Soviet influence at the end of the 
war. For this reason, there were benefits to the United States forcing a Japanese surrender before it had to 
share this victory with the Soviet Union.

Aftermath
While people rejoiced at the news of war’s end in Europe and in the Pacific, they also had to face its high 
cost. Millions of people had died, been wounded, displaced from their homes or were refugees. Allied 
soldiers moving through Europe began to uncover the Nazi concentration camps that had killed 6 million 
Jews as part of the campaign of genocide that became known as the Holocaust. Governments had to rebuild 
economies and industries, and deal with damage to property and infrastructure. Much of Eastern Europe 
was under Soviet control as the USSR and the US emerged as superpower rivals.

3b.10 The home front
3b.10.1 A total war
World War II was a total war; that is, it was a war that included fighting on civilian territory and in its 
air space and one in which, to varying degrees, governments controlled and mobilised all their nations’ 
resources to the effort of winning. These governments:
 • conscripted men into the military
 • directed people to work in war-related industries
 • requisitioned land and buildings for war use
 • rationed food and other items in short supply
 • censored the press and all forms of generally available information
 • made extensive use of propaganda.

Total war meant that war dominated people’s lives and experiences on the home front. Bombing raids 
brought the war directly to civilians in Europe, North Africa and Asia. In Russia, the government relocated 

3b.9 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. List two things the Allies hoped to gain by an invasion of western Europe.
2. Explain why the Allied bombing campaign against Germany was controversial.
3. How did the Allies ensure that their D-Day invasion would surprise the Germans?
4. What were the Allies doing to defeat Germany from June to August 1945?
5. How and when did the war in Europe end?
6. What options did President Truman have for ending the war in Japan?
7. Create a mind map summary of the reasons people have put forward to explain why the United States 

dropped atomic bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
8. What problems did people have to deal with when the war ended?

Develop source skills
9. Explain how German and Russian soldiers would have differed in their responses to the photo in 

SOURCE 3.
10. What questions would historians ask regarding the decisions that led to the events depicted in SOURCE 4 

(a) and (b)?
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more than 1500 industrial businesses, along with their workers and equipment, from near its western bor-
ders to land thousands of kilometres further east. In Britain, city children were evacuated and billeted with 
people in the countryside or sent to Canada. In Japan, the government encouraged children to relocate from 
cities to country towns, where many high-school students took on factory work.

The German government, fearful of lowering civilian morale, tried to maintain normal living standards 
throughout the war by obtaining food and labour from countries it conquered. Germany began imple-
menting total war controls from February 1943. Even then, it failed to fully mobilise women for work 
in industries or to direct industries from manufacturing consumer products (such as wallpaper) to war 
materials.

3b.10.2 Wartime government controls
On Australia’s home front, the demands of war changed people’s daily lives and experiences. On 9 Sep-
tember 1939, by means of the National Security Act, the Australian government gained the additional 
powers it would need to control the war effort and impose total war. In particular, it could:
 • make laws in areas other than those allowed by the Constitution
 • create regulations that had the power of laws but needed the approval of only the governor-general and 

some key ministers rather than of both houses of Parliament.

CONSCRIPTION

At the start of the war, the government faced the same issue regarding conscription that it faced during 
World War I — it could not conscript men for service outside Australian territory. It responded by encour-
aging voluntary enlistment in the AIF, which could 
serve overseas, and calling up the 80 000-strong Cit-
izen Military Force (CMF) to serve within Australia. 
It also introduced compulsory three-month military 
training for single males aged 21 years.

From 1941 onwards, the government ordered all 
18-year-old males to register in the expectation that 
they would be needed to defend Australia from the 
Japanese. In mid 1942, it began conscripting all men 
aged 18–25 and single men aged 35–45 years into the 
CMF. They were eligible for service in areas including 
Australian territory in Papua.

By 1943, Australians had to face the reality:
 • of Japanese bombing and possible invasion threats
 • that the nation’s fighting capability was weakened 

because 20 000 Australians had become POWs 
(see section 3b:8)

 • that US conscripts were serving overseas to defend 
other countries and Australian conscripts were not.
Under the Defence (Citizen Military Forces) Act 

1943 (Cwlth), the government extended the area 
where conscripts could serve to the South-Western 
Pacific Zone, which included all Japanese-occupied 
islands south of the equator (that is, an area beyond 
Australian territory that took in the major war zones 
in the Pacific). This law also resulted in women being 
conscripted for work in the auxiliary services (see 
section 3b:11).

SOURCE 1 1940 recruitment poster, ‘We’re 
coming!’

AWM ARTV04333
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Manpower controls
In early 1942, the government’s newly cre-
ated Directorate of Manpower introduced 
laws to ensure that both men and women 
would work in industries important to 
the war effort. Those already employed 
in essential war industries were expected 
to stay there and the government directed 
other people to work in such industries. 
To make this easier, all adults had to have 
identity cards. Officials would raid hotels 
and racetracks to check for people who 
tried to avoid war work.

From January 1943, the Directorate of 
Manpower was able to conscript childless 
women aged 18–45 into specific areas of 
employment as needed. This addressed 
critical shortages in clothing and food pro-
duction and resulted also in the transfer of 
women to higher paying work available 
through the Women’s Employment Board 
(see section 3b:10) from traditional lowly 
paid ‘women’s work’.

Censorship and propaganda
The Menzies government introduced cen-
sorship within days of war breaking out 
and established a Department of Informa-
tion, initially headed by newspaper owner 
Keith Murdoch, to administer it. For 
the next six years, censors judged what 
aspects of radio broadcasts, newspapers, 
telegraph, telephone and postal commu-
nication were or were not safe for private 
individuals or the general public to know 

about. It was their job to encourage people to support the war and prevent the enemy learning of Australia’s 
war plans, strategies and military strength. Censors:
 • banned servicemen and servicewomen from gossiping and writing diaries about the war
 • checked letters and blacked out any information that might be useful to the enemy
 • ensured that newspapers and radios provided positive reports of the war, highlighting victories and 

minimising losses. For example, following air raids on Darwin in 1941, newspapers reported 17 dead 
and 24 wounded. In reality, the raids killed at least 243 people and resulted in up to 400 wounded.

3b.10.3 POWs and ‘enemy aliens’
Australians captured about 19 000 soldiers — Italians, Japanese and Germans — who became POWs 
within Australia. They were generally treated in accordance with the terms of the Geneva Convention, 
although officers reported that the Japanese tended to see this as evidence of fear and spiritual weakness.

The National Security Act 1939 (Cwlth) also gave the government power to put those designated 
enemy aliens into internment camps. These included Germans and Italians, ‘naturalised’ Australians, 

SOURCE 2 Australian artist James Northfield’s 1942 poster 
‘Ringed with Menace!’. Australia produced 700 Beaufort 
planes for the RAAF to use in the Pacific war.

AWM ARTV09061
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Australian-born people of ‘enemy’ descent, enemy aliens transferred here from overseas and some Austral-
ians labelled ‘enemies’ because of their political activities.

3b.10.4 Rationing, drills and defence
The government introduced petrol rationing in Australia in October 1940. In August 1942, Prime Minister 
John Curtin called on Australians to embark on a ‘season of austerity’ and ‘deprive themselves of every selfish 
comfortable habit’. In practical terms, this meant rationing of goods that were in short supply or for which 
the military had priority. The government distributed ration books from which people had to use coupons as 
well as money to purchase butter, meat, sugar, tea, clothing and footwear in accordance with the quantities the 
ration card specified. Rationing concluded between 1947 and 1950, depending on the product.

From late 1941 onwards, Australians prepared for air raids by constructing air-raid trenches and shelters. 
People practised air-raid drills and evacuation procedures. Home defence groups appointed local air-raid 
precaution (ARP) wardens to prepare for bomb disposal and check that people followed security procedures.

3b.10.5 Significant events on the Australian home front
The bombing of Darwin and northern Australia, 1942–43
From February 1942 until November 1943, Japanese aircraft conducted over 60 aerial attacks on the main-
land of northern Australia. The first was on Darwin on 19 February 1942. Coming just over two months 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor and only a few days after the fall of Singapore, it led many Australians to 
fear that the Japanese were about to invade.

The attack on Darwin began at 9.58 am. During the next 40 minutes, Japanese bombers systematically 
launched their bombs on the harbour, the US and RAN shipping docked there, water and electricity sup-
plies, military and civilian airports and the local hospital. One hour later, they destroyed 20 aircraft at 
Darwin’s RAAF base.

SOURCE 3 1943 poster ‘Our job to 
clothe the men who work and fight’

AWM ARTV01064

SOURCE 4 Ralph M. Warner’s poster 
depicting a cockatoo and an owl and 
reminding people of their wartime 
obligations

AWM ART02497
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    SOURCE 5       (a) A 1949 ration card for tea and butter. Rationing for these continued until 1950. 
   (b) A clothing ration card for 1945–46. Rationing for this continued until 1947. People could have 112 coupons a 
year; this card would originally have had 24 coupons.    

   SOURCE 6  Photograph c.1941 showing children in a Sydney kindergarten practising 
their air-raid drill. The headgear was intended to dull the sound of bombings, protect the 
children’s teeth and stop them biting their tongues. 

 b

 a
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Over the next 22 months, the Japanese launched bombing raids on towns across northern Australia. 
Another heavy attack on Darwin on 16 June 1942 succeeded in setting fire to fuel stored near the harbour 
and damaging railway facilities, stores and banks. By this time the US and Australian navies had relocated 
to Brisbane and Freemantle, leaving Darwin’s defence to the RAAF, which expanded its airfields and per-
sonnel in this area.

The Japanese submarine attack on Sydney Harbour, 31 May – 1 June 1942
On 31 May 1942, Japanese submarines released three midget submarines just off Sydney Heads with the 
intention of destroying Allied battleships and cruisers moored in Sydney Harbour. The first submarine 
became caught in anti-torpedo nets. Its two-man crew detonated a charge that destroyed it and killed them-
selves before an Australian naval vessel could reach them.

Just before 10 pm the same night, the navy detected the second midget submarine, which the USS Chi-
cago then fired on just near Garden Island. The Japanese retaliated by launching two torpedoes. One failed 
to explode but the other detonated under the HMAS Kuttabul, causing the death of 21 sailors. The subma-
rine escaped. Divers accidentally found its wreckage near Newport in 2006.

RETROFILE
Most of the RAAF fighter squadrons were on duty in Europe, the Middle East or North Africa. About 50 per 
cent of Darwin’s civilians fled south and 278 RAAF servicemen deserted the air base. It was unclear to what 
extent this was due to confusion about the orders issued and to what extent it resulted from concern that the 
Japanese were about to invade. The real goal of the Darwin bombing was to lower morale and to destroy any 
chances of military opposition to Japan’s planned invasion of Timor.

SOURCE 7 Photograph showing the explosion of an oil storage tank during the 1942 bombing raids on 
Darwin. The ship in the foreground is the HMAS Deloraine, which was not damaged.
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At 5 am the next day, the HMAS Yandra detected the third midget submarine and launched depth 
charges. Further RAN depth charges finally destroyed it not far from Taronga Park Zoo. The two Japanese 
crewmen committed suicide.

More attacks occurred the following week when submarines briefly opened fire on Sydney and New-
castle before being chased away by artillery fire. These incidents, along with the bombing of northern Aus-
tralia, brought the war to the Australian mainland.

The ‘Battle of Brisbane’, 26–27 November 1942
From 1942 onwards, nearly one million American troops were either based in or on leave in Australian 
cities. For many of them, coming from the horrors of war in the Pacific, being in Australia seemed like 
paradise. While Australians generally provided an enthusiastic welcome to these Americans, Australian 
servicemen often resented their better pay rates and their appeal to Australian women. It became common 
to hear the complaint that the Americans were ‘over-sexed, overpaid and over here’.

The ‘Battle of Brisbane’ showed the extreme to which the rivalry between the two groups could go. Sev-
eral outbreaks of violence between Australian and American servicemen occurred in October and November 
1942. On 26 November 1942 at about 7 pm, some Australian soldiers in Brisbane began swearing at an 
American military police (MP) officer, who they thought was unfairly arresting an intoxicated American 
private.

MPs had a reputation for arrogance and for using their batons unnecessarily. When the MP threatened 
one of the Australians with his baton, the Australians attacked him. This led to a brawl as more MPs and 
Australians joined in. Australians then began attacking the nearby Post Exchange (PX) and American Red 

SOURCE 8 Photograph taken by a Department of Information photographer showing the damage that 
Japanese shelling caused to a property in Sydney’s eastern suburbs, 1942

AWM 012593
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Cross Club. Fights involving up to 5000 people broke out throughout the city, with participants on both 
sides armed with weaponry. By 10 pm, the ground floor of the PX was destroyed, an Australian serviceman 
was dead and hundreds of people were wounded, some with gunshot wounds.

The following night, hundreds of Australian servicemen, some with grenades (which officers confis-
cated), gathered outside the American Red Cross Club. Fighting later resumed outside General MacArthur’s 
headquarters. A numbers of US soldiers were injured, but improved security on both sides helped limit the 
action. The military transferred units that had been involved and minimised opportunities for further violent 
outbreaks to occur. Censors on both sides controlled reporting of the incident.

Late 1942 – mid 1943: the Brisbane Line — myth or reality?
In October 1942, Labor Party politician Eddie Ward announced that the previous United Australia 
Party – Country Party coalition government had drawn up a plan to focus Australia’s defence on the 

SOURCE 9 Photograph showing troops from a US anti-aircraft unit arriving at an Australian port

AWM P02018.066

SOURCE 10 Writer Olga Masters’ (1919–86) description of an encounter with American soldiers in Sydney’s 
Hyde Park

Coming towards us was a group of American soldiers, very smart, very handsome. They stopped and said to 
my sister, ‘Excuse me but you’re beautiful.’ We thought it was a joke!

To this day I feel embarrassed to think of it. I thought he was being funny. I had never heard an Australian 
say to a perfect stranger, ‘You’re beautiful’, without having some ulterior motive in mind. I haven’t heard them 
anyway, ulterior motive or not. It was something entirely different to the Australian way. Australian men just 
didn’t talk like that to women.

When we brushed them off, taking it as a joke, they were quite hurt. They said, ‘That’s typical of Australians, 
give a compliment and look what happens’, and they sort of threw their hands in the air and strode on.

From D. O’Connell 1988, The War at Home, ABC Enterprises, Crow’s Nest, p. 116.
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industrial centres that lay between Brisbane and Melbourne. This would mean that in the event of a 
much-feared Japanese invasion the military would not defend northern Australia. 

 Ward continued with this claim into early 1943 and stated that someone in the Department of Defence 
had leaked the information to him. By May 1943, he was talking of a ‘Brisbane Line’ that would defi ne 
the northern limit of the nation’s defence. A royal commission investigating the matter in June found no 
evidence to support either Ward’s accusations against the Menzies government or his claim that there was 
a document missing from the offi cial fi les. 

 It seems he had formulated his idea of a ‘Brisbane Line’ in response to his own confused understanding 
of a range of proposed strategies — evacuation of civilians, a ‘scorched earth’ policy and defence prioriti-
sation of industrial areas — none of which involved the military abandonment of northern Australia. The 
controversy Ward stirred up contributed to the Labor Party victory in the August 1943 election but did little 
for his own political career. 

 The sinking of the  Centaur , 14 May 
1943  
 From June 1942 to December 1944, 27 Japanese 
submarines patrolled the coastline between Australia 
and New Guinea trying to sink enemy naval vessels. 
Australian hospital ships on duty there had to comply 
with the standard international markings that would 
prevent them from being fi red upon by mistake — 
white superstructures, multiple red crosses, green 
bands on their sides and Red Cross numbers on both 
sides of their bows. These were all well lit at night. 

 Just after 4 am on 14 May 1943, a Japanese 
submarine torpedoed AHS  Centaur  about 44 kilo-
metres off Queensland’s North Stradbroke Island. 
Most of those on board were asleep. The fuel tank 
ignited. There was no time to launch lifeboats or 
send distress calls. Within three minutes the burning 

ship had disappeared. It was 34 hours before anyone sighted the survivors and learned of the attack. Res-
cuers recovered only 64 of 332 passengers and crew. News of the tragedy was kept quiet for another three 
days so that the government could notify next of kin. People condemned the attack as a war crime and the 
government encouraged people to use their anger in increased determination to defeat the Japanese. 

 The Cowra breakout, 5 August 1944 
 By August 1944 there were more than 2000 Japanese POWs in Australia and half of these were in Camp 
B of the POW camp near Cowra, New South Wales. They saw their imprisonment as deeply shameful and 
viewed death as the only honourable alternative to capture. 

 In response to news that many of them were to be transferred to another camp, the Japanese planned 
a mass outbreak. On 5 August 1944, three groups of Japanese prisoners broke out of the camp, killing 
four guards and wounding three others as they made their escape. Of those who remained, many set fi re 
to prison huts or attempted suicide. Within 10 days, 334 had been recaptured, 234 were dead (many from 
suicide or having their friends kill them) and 108 were wounded.   

  SOURCE 11  Photograph showing the  Centaur  and 
some of the markings indicating its status as a 
hospital ship 

AWM 043235

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources and 
auto-marked questions:

 ĥ World War II at home

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 3b World War II 317

c03bWorldWarII.indd Page 317 27/07/17  7:27 AM

SOURCE 12 A poster encouraging Australians to increase their war efforts following the sinking of 
the AHS Centaur. A search team located the wreck of the Centaur on 20 December 2009.

AWM ARTV09088

3b.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. List five actions that the government took to control the war effort on the home front.
2. What evidence was there of both censorship and propaganda during the war?
3. What types of people were classified as enemy aliens and what was the government’s attitude towards 

them?
4. How did being at war affect the patterns of everyday life?

Develop source skills
5. Identify and explain the techniques used to convey the message of the poster in SOURCE 1.
6. Describe the image of Australia at peace that the poster in SOURCE 2 creates.
7. How useful and reliable is SOURCE 2 in relation to the threats facing Australia during World War II?
8. Refer to SOURCE 3 and answer the following questions.

(a) To whom is SOURCE 3 addressed and what is its purpose?
(b) Why was this poster needed at this stage of the war?
(c) What information does it emphasise and what does it omit in relation to women’s war work?
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3b.11 The changing roles of women
3b.11.1 The role of women in World War II
Australian women played a more active and important role in World War II than they had during World  
War I. They:
 • volunteered in the tens of thousands for work in and beyond their traditional roles
 • took on men’s roles in businesses, on production lines and on the land
 • took on non-combatant roles in the three branches of the military service.

When Japan entered the war in December 1941, Australian participation changed from that of Britain’s 
ally to that of a country engaged in its own national defence. As a result, from 1942 onwards, the ‘working’ 
woman was visible, in demand and (briefly) had higher status than the housewife — although her role also 
changed (see SOURCE 1).

3b.11.2 Voluntary work
Women knitted balaclavas, gloves, jumpers and socks to provide items for the Australian Comforts Fund to 
send to men serving overseas. They organised entertainment for men on leave and they formed organisations 
to coordinate less traditional voluntary work.

The Women’s Australian National Service (WANS) organised women to drive and service army vehicles, 
ambulances and aircraft. It also trained women in  air-raid drills, first aid and basic military drills. More spe-
cialised training targeted the development of skills in shooting, signalling and mechanics. Three hundred 
women trained with the Women’s Emergency Signalling Corps so that male postal workers could enlist in 
the armed services.

Women responded to the increased need for their efforts following Japan’s 1941 entry into the war. 
The Auxiliary of the National Defence League of Australia made most of the camouflage netting needed 

9. Refer to SOURCE 4 and answer the following questions.
(a) What is the link between the two birds chosen for the poster and the message the artist wants to convey?
(b) What wartime priority of the government does this poster depict?

10. Use the information available in each of the ration cards in SOURCE 5 to write a paragraph on what they 
reveal about each of the owners.

11. Provide three to five lines of additional information to explain the context for SOURCE 6.
12. Refer to SOURCE 7. What do you think would have been the government’s attitude towards publication of 

this photograph in 1942? Give reasons for your answer.
13. Why do you think the photographer took the photo in SOURCE 8? Give reasons for your answer.
14. Refer to SOURCES 9 and 10 and answer the following questions.
15. How do you think Australians at the time would have responded to SOURCES 9 and 10? Give reasons for 

your answer.
(a) How do you think Australians would respond to similar images and situations today?

SOURCE 1 An extract from writer Dorothy Hewett’s (1923–2002) comment on women’s wartime roles

I think one of the things that happened during the war was that women became the head of the family. They’d 
taken over all responsibility of handling the money, handling the disciplinary problems, handling what would 
happen to the children, making day-to-day decisions. That was an enormous change. And when the husbands 
came back the children in many cases had never seen their fathers, they’d never lived in the same house with 
them, they didn’t know who they were. They were strangers, and I think many of those children never related to 
those fathers again — nor the father to the children.

From J. Penglase and D. Horner 1992, When the War Came to Australia,  
Allen and Unwin, Sydney, p. 236.
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to disguise military equipment and potential targets from 
enemy aerial surveillance. The Red Cross raised money to 
fund its free blood transfusion service and provide books 
and toiletries for wounded men being treated in hospitals. 
Some women in Red Cross Aid Units and Voluntary Aid 
Detachments (VADs) provided medical support services in 
hospitals.

3b.11.3 Doing ‘men’s work’
From 1939–43, women’s participation in the paid work-
force increased by 31 per cent. They filled the increased 
need for workers in traditionally female jobs and also took 
on jobs traditionally done by men, freeing men to join the 
armed services. Women worked in factories in tasks ranging 
from food production to steel production. They became bus 
drivers and drove delivery carts and vans.

Japan’s entry into the war and then the fall of Singapore in 
1942 created huge growth in demand for munitions. Prime 
Minister John Curtin called for the ‘extensive employ-
ment of women in industry’ stating that their employment 
was ‘only for the duration of the war …’ Women made all 
kinds of weaponry from bullets to anti-tank shells. Univer-
sities and government laboratories employed them in optical 
munitions work, where they designed and ground lenses 
and tested optical instruments. They made a significant con-
tribution to Australia’s wartime production of binoculars, 
bomb and gun sights, cameras, periscopes, range finders and 
telescopes.

3b.11.4 The Australian Women’s Land 
Army
The Commonwealth Government established the Australian 
Women’s Land Army (AWLA) in July 1942. Members had 
to be British subjects aged between 18 and 50. The farmer, 
not the government, paid them for their work, because they 
volunteered rather than officially ‘enlisted’ for service.

Women could join the AWLA for 12 months as full mem-
bers, travelling to different areas according to demand, or 
they could join as auxiliary members doing seasonal work 
in their own areas. AWLA members did a four-week training 
course and then learned though practical experience. While 
they made useful contributions to the war effort, they took 
on roles that many women in rural areas already considered 
the norm.

3b.11.5 Women in the military
Just under 80 000 women enlisted in Australia’s military ser-
vices during World War II and about five per cent of these 

SOURCE 2 A photograph showing a 
woman checking and counting bullets in a 
World War II munitions factory

AWM 007731

SOURCE 3 Recruitment poster for the 
Australian Women’s Land Army

AWM ARTV06446
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served overseas. A number of Aboriginal women undertook domestic duties and work as hospital orderlies 
within the military. Many Australians, including military personnel, were prejudiced against women’s par-
ticipation in the military services and accepted it only because of need. Some women thought that military 
service would undermine their femininity.   

 The Women’s Auxiliary Australian 
Air Force 
 Australia’s air force took the lead in enlisting 
women when, in October 1940, it announced 
the establishment of the Women’s Auxiliary 
Australian Air Force (WAAAF). This enabled 
it to address its urgent need for trained tele-
graph operators. 

 By 1944, the WAAAF employed 18 000 
women — temporarily and at two-thirds the pay 
rate of the men they replaced. They worked on the 
ground in communications as wireless and tele-
graph operators and also undertook mechanical 
repair work. About 600 nurses joined the Royal 
Australian Air Force Nursing Service (RAAFNS) 
and served in RAAF hospitals within Australia 
and in medical units evacuating wounded ser-
vicemen from New Guinea and Indonesia. 

 The Women’s Royal Australian 
Naval Service 
 The Women’s Royal Australian Naval Ser-
vice (WRANS) began in 1941, amid general 
reluctance from the Naval Board. Like the 
WAAAF, it too confi ned women to service on 
land working as interpreters, wireless telegra-
phists, coders, typists, clerks, drivers and in 
many other roles. Pay rates were restricted to 
about two-thirds that of males in the navy. 

 The Australian Women’s Army Service 
 The Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) 
began enlisting women in November 1941 
and by the end of the war had taken in 31 000 
recruits. These women took over ‘male’ jobs in 
communications, maintenance and transport. 

 As full members of the army, they also trained in combat with the expectation that they would participate 
in Australia’s defence if Japan invaded. One hundred AWAS members served at Cowra, which was offi -
cially designated a theatre of war when Japanese POWs broke out of the camp there in August 1944 (see 
 section 3b:9 ). The government also assigned 500 AWAS members to service in New Guinea.   

 The Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
 The Australian Army Medical Women’s Service (AAMWS) began in December 1942 as a full-time ser-
vice incorporating 10 000 workers previously associated with Voluntary Aid Detachments. These women 

   SOURCE 5  Cartoon by Mollie Horseman from the  Bulletin , 
29 July 1942 

SOURCE 4 Maurice Bramley’s 1943 recruitment poster 
for the National Service Offi ce gives an offi cial ‘seal of 
approval’ to women entering new roles.

AWM ARTV00332
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worked in nursing and radiography units and in laboratories, as well as assisting with dental, clerical and 
kitchen tasks.

The Australian Army Nursing Service
The Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS) was already in existence when war broke out. Its nurses 
were the only Australian women to serve overseas during World War II, beginning with service in Palestine 
in 1940. They worked on land and in hospital and transport ships wherever the Australian Army fought.

In February 1942, 65 members of the AANS were escaping Singapore aboard the Vyner Brooke (see 
section 3b:7), when the Japanese bombed the ship. In May 1943, eleven nurses were among the 332 people 
who died when a Japanese submarine sank the hospital ship AHS Centaur just off the Queensland coast.

3b.11.6 Attitudes to women’s paid work
Australians often ridiculed women for attempting ‘male’ work. Archbishop Daniel Mannix was one of a 
number of church leaders who criticised the government and employers for encouraging married women 
into the paid workforce. They viewed this as a precedent that could threaten the family life that was seen 
as women’s primary role.

Despite patriotic appeals to recruit them into the paid workforce, women did not enter in the numbers 
needed. The AWLA and the military services paid only ‘women’s wages’. The low wages and poor con-
ditions of traditional factory work held little attraction. Neither the government nor employers made any 
allowances for the double burden of women’s responsibilities in the home and workplace. They juggled 
housework, child care and shopping alongside work in factories and essential services. Some people criti-
cised working women for not caring adequately for their children; others criticised them for taking time off 
to look after their children.

The Women’s Employment Board
Employers benefited from women’s work skills and from initially being expected to pay them only 54 per 
cent of the male rate for the same or similar work. Trade unions feared that women’s cheap labour would 
undermine men’s positions and wage levels in the workforce. The ACTU campaigned for women in heavy 
industries to receive the same wages as men for the duration of the war. The Commonwealth Government 
feared that this would cause women to expect improved pay in all areas of work and that it would lose the 
support of employers if it allowed such a measure.

As a compromise, in March 1942, the government established the Women’s Employment Board (WEB) 
to decide women’s rates of pay within a range of 60–100 per cent of male rates and in areas of work that 
had no fixed rates for women employees. About nine per cent of female workers benefited significantly 
from this system, with women in the aircraft, metal and munitions industries earning 90 per cent of the 
male rate. A small number of women — federal public service clerks, medical officers, telegraphists and 
tram conductors — earned 100 per cent. Other women continued with their pay restricted to 54 per cent of 
the male rate.

SOURCE 6 An extract from Dorothea Skov’s recollection of her service in AWAS

At first, it was a total battle to get men to accept us as workers. They were very hostile … Articles in the press 
didn’t help. ‘Servicewomen keep their femininity’ and ‘Girls don’t lose their femininity in barracks’. This type of 
article abounded. The soldiers saw us as playing at war. Women had gone into the services with such a load of 
enthusiasm; they’d go from dawn to next daylight. Soon officers said, ‘The morale and behaviour of men have 
lifted since women joined the service.’ … Every girl who enlisted expected to release a man for active service. 
The returned men appreciated this when they got used to seeing us around.

Dorothea Skov, quoted in Patsy Adam-Smith, Australian Women at War,  
Penguin, Melbourne, 1984, pp. 195–6.
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  SOURCE 7  World War II poster entitled ‘If  you  can’t go to the factory, help the neighbour who  can ’ 

AWM ARTV01970
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The WEB was a threat to employers who saw women as a source of cheap labour. Some blatantly 
refused to pay women WEB rates, or reclassified their work so as to avoid paying them the proper rate. 
Women responded with work stoppages, with threats to work only to the capacity that was in keeping with 
their wages and with complaints to union organisers. Women obviously preferred employment in work 
paying WEB rates to traditional forms of employment that paid much less. By the end of the war, half the 
female workforce was unionised compared to only a third at the beginning.

The situation changed again in 1943 with the arrival of US forces in the Pacific and on Australian terri-
tory. The United States then began to provide most of Australia’s munitions and heavy industrial materials. 
Some employers used the threat of Directorate of Manpower transfers to quash women’s demands for 
such things as hygienic working environments, adequate ventilation, properly-sized protective clothing and 
designated women’s toilets. Given the importance of women’s work, the government eventually intervened 
and, for the duration of the war, granted women 75 per cent of the male pay rate if they worked in indus-
tries essential to the war effort.

3b.11 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Identify the arguments that support the view that Australian women in World War II were treated as a 

‘reserve army’ of labour.
2. What were the advantages of women’s wartime employment opportunities?
3. Which form of women’s wartime work seemed to offer the greatest change from their pre-war roles? Give 

reasons for your answer.

Develop source skills
4. What does SOURCE 1 reveal about changes to women’s wartime role within the home?
5. Discuss the reliability and usefulness of SOURCE 2 for our understanding of the nature of women’s work in 

World War II.
6. Identify the artist’s purpose in SOURCE 3 and explain the methods for achieving this.
7. Refer to SOURCE 4 and answer the following questions.

(a) Who is the audience for SOURCE 4?
(b) What is the artist’s message and purpose?

8. Explain how SOURCE 5 could be useful to someone investigating women’s changing roles during  
World War II.

9. What theme do SOURCES 5 and 6 share and what does this show about attitudes towards 
servicewomen?

10. Refer to SOURCE 7 and answer the following questions.

SOURCE 8 An extract from Helen Crisp’s article ‘Women in munitions’, Australian Quarterly, September 1941

The girls were obviously attracted by the higher wages offering in munitions work and the vast majority were 
prepared to do overtime for the extra pay. They were expected to work six days a week and, eventually, to go 
on to two shifts. When asked why they were taking up the work, some said that they wanted to do something 
to help the war effort: but, if questioned directly, the majority admitted that the relatively high wages had also 
affected their decision. It is unlikely, however, that girls would deliberately give up so much of their leisure and 
work such inconvenient hours, if they had not felt in return that they were doing a worthwhile job. Munitions 
work is made more attractive by its aura of respectability and patriotism. Many girls who had not liked to enter 
factories before, felt no compunction in becoming cogs in Australia’s war machine.

Subject matter

Perspective

Date
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3b.12 Significance, impact and commemoration
3b.12.1 World War II’s significance for Australia
The war cost thousands of Australian lives and six years of Australia’s peacetime existence. The Australian 
War Memorial lists the death toll from September 1939 to June 1947 as 39 649, two-thirds the number that 
died in World War I. Approximately 23 000 were wounded.

War led Australia to develop a more independent national identity. Australia declared war on Japan inde-
pendently of Britain. In defiance of British Prime Minister Churchill’s efforts to have Australian troops 
sent to Burma, Prime Minister Curtin insisted that they return to fight against the Japanese in New Guinea. 
Australia developed a new relationship with the United States. In 1942, Federal Parliament passed the 
Statute of Westminster Adoption Act, resulting in Britain no longer having the right to make decisions on 
Australia’s behalf.

Some historians argue that gaining the US as an ally was changing one master for another. Prime 
Minister Curtin accepted US General Douglas MacArthur’s appointment as Supreme Commander of 
Allied Forces in the south-west Pacific. This placed Australian forces under US command and lim-
ited Australia’s independence and influence in key decision-making. As the Pacific war drew to a 
close, MacArthur sent Australian troops on ‘mopping up’ operations against the Japanese rather than 

have them participate in the strategically 
important campaigns that would win the 
war.

War made Australia conscious that its 
population was too small for self-defence 
and that it needed more skilled workers for 
post-war reconstruction and the development 
of Australia’s industries. In the view of the 
Commonwealth government, it was a case of 
‘populate or perish’.

The government launched its immig-ration 
program in 1947 and, by 1955, over one million 
new immigrants, many of whom were refugees 
and displaced persons, had settled here. Large 
numbers of Europeans sought to retain their 
old culture in their new country. European 
traditions and food slowly challenged and 
enlivened Australia’s largely British-based 
culture.

(a) Describe what is shown in SOURCE 7.
(b) What types of people would have made up the intended audience for this poster?
(c) How does it depict the attitudes of the people in the picture?
(d) What does it show about the wartime needs of the government?

11. Use SOURCE 8 to answer the following questions.
(a) What was the main reason women liked to work in the munitions industry?
(b) Identify other attractions this form of work held for them.
(c) Explain what Crisp means by ‘felt no compunction in becoming cogs in Australia’s war machine’? What 

does it reveal of her perspective?
(d) Assess the reliability and usefulness of SOURCE 8 for a historian studying the role of women in Australia 

in World War II.

SOURCE 1 Photo showing Australian Immigration Minister 
Arthur Calwell addressing immigrants departing from San 
Francisco to Australia in 1947. They are the husbands and 
children of Australian war brides.
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3b.12.2 War’s impact on ex-soldiers
Demobilisation
Returning home could be a slow process. From October 1945, the government began releasing nearly 600 
000 male and female personnel from military service. The Department of Post War Reconstruction gave 
each person a points score based on age, marital status, years of service and future employment prospects. 
The higher the score, the sooner people could obtain discharge papers that would allow them home. People 
could also apply to move up the queue on compassionate grounds. Some were allowed home on leave 
while they waited for their papers to come through.

For the 244 000 still serving overseas, getting home also depended on the availability of shipping. Former 
prisoners of war had high priority due to their very poor physical condition. By mid 1946, 80 per cent of 
military personnel had been discharged. The last of them did not obtain their release until February 1947.

Medical care
Some ex-soldiers faced a long period of hospitalisation, convalescence and occupational therapy before 
they could resume life in civilian society. The Repatriation Commission took control of former army hospi-
tals, such as Sydney’s Concord Repatriation General Hospital, and built new hospitals to cater for patients 
with tuberculosis and mental illnesses.

SOURCE 2 Harold Abbott’s 1943 painting Occupational Therapy. The loom the soldier is using helped to 
strengthen movement of the arms, wrist and fingers.

AWM ART22317
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A shortage of people with expertise in psychiatric problems and treatment made it difficult to adequately 
care for ex-soldiers who suffered from these conditions. There was some understanding of what we now 
call ‘ post–traumatic stress disorder’ (PTSD) but few techniques that could really treat its victims, and it 
was therefore more likely to become a long-term problem.

Getting back to ‘normal’
Commonwealth and state governments provided 
ex-soldiers with general guidelines about a range 
of things that would help address their practical 
needs. These included advice about:
 •  career and retraining options
 •  the availability of employment
 •  cheap housing created for their benefit.

Ex-soldiers came home to a society that had little 
direct experience of war. Its knowledge was mainly 
of the sacrifices demanded on the home front and 
the emotional impact of the loss of loved ones. Few 
people outside the military had much idea of what 
it felt like to be in a battle or to have been a pris-
oner of war.

People expected ex-soldiers to get back to their 
pre-war lives. To begin with, few realised how 
long that might take or that, for some ex-sol-
diers, it might not be possible. There was a divi-
sion between those who had served in the war and 
those who had not. Some ex-soldiers never spoke 
of their wartime experiences; some had difficul-
ties re-establishing relationships with families or 
friends; some engaged in domestic violence or 
struggled with alcoholism.

3b.12.3 War’s impact on civilians
An end to government controls?
The government had to manage the transition to 
peace and to a peacetime economy. Government 
departments had to decide whether to relax or 
maintain their wartime controls on the home front. 
They removed minor restrictions very quickly – 
for example on the production of prams, clothing 
and shoes. Removing or relaxing others depended 
on the speed with which departments could decide 
if they were still needed.

The main economic concern was avoiding infla-
tion. To do this, the government continued price 
controls and rationing of goods in short supply. 
In theory, rationing helped ensure that everyone 
would have the same access to goods that were 
scarce; in reality, by 1945 many wealthy people 
had found ways around this. Wartime price controls 

SOURCE 3 Photo from March 1946 of an Australian 
Army sergeant reading the sign outside a civil 
rehabilitation centre in Melbourne

AWM 126088

SOURCE 4 Photo showing ex-servicemen in 
a plastering class run by the Commonwealth 
Rehabilitation Training School in August 1946

AWM 131200
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continued and, in the immediate post-war era, the government controlled rents and land values, wages, and 
the costs of building supplies.

Women
For a few years, war allowed and even 
pressured women to move beyond their 
traditional roles. At the same time, wom-
en’s war efforts outside the home did little 
to change people’s traditional view of their 
role within society. Society as a whole 
showed little appreciation of women’s par-
ticipation in the paid workforce, especially 
in jobs traditionally dominated by men. It 
treated women as a reserve labour force. 
In keeping with the values of Australian 
society, many women saw the end of the 
war as a chance to return to a life centred 
on family and domestic duties.

A baby boom
War brought about an increased number of 
marriages and a lowering of the average 
age at which couples married. The coming 
of peace encouraged even more couples 
to marry and led to a huge increase in the 
birth rate. Four million Australian babies 
were born in the ‘baby boom’ of 1946 to 
1961.

Housing shortages
A shortage of building materials and 
skilled labour affected both the rate and 
style of housing construction, which 
could not keep up with demand. By the 
end of the war, Australia needed around 
250 000–300 000 new homes.

The shortage of materials meant that people could not reproduce the more decorative styles of the pre-war 
era. Instea they had to adopt modern, minimalist, space-efficient architectural styles. Post-war houses were 
small, plain, single-storey houses with around five rooms and an indoor toilet. Outside was a parking space 
for a car, which was likely to be the next big purchase a family would make. People wanted to own their 
own homes and many built them themselves.

Ex-soldiers could apply for a loan to build one of the War Service Home Scheme’s architect-designed 
homes or they could apply for permission to build something different.

SOURCE 5 Photograph showing people queuing for ration 
books in New South Wales, 1944

SOURCE 6 Fibro (asbestos cement) houses built in Australia 
in the 1950s, showing the influence of simple ‘modern’ homes 
in Australia’s post-war architecture

RETROFILE
Fibro sheeting was one of the most popular housing materials of the post-war era. It was readily available, cheap 
and durable. The compressed fibres contained in the sheeting were likely to be asbestos. What people did not 
know then was that exposure to asbestos fibres can cause life-threatening lung diseases, including cancer.
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3b.12.4 Commemoration
The war-dead and veterans of World War II now gave extra significance to Anzac and Remembrance Day 
services. As for World War I, communities built memorials and erected rolls of honour to remember those 
who had lost their lives in World War II. In recent years, people have walked the Kokoda Trail and visited 
other key battle areas to commemorate specific anniversaries.

SOURCE 7 Photo showing the grave of an Australian soldier at Singapore’s Kranji War 
Memorial, dedicated to those who died while defending Singapore and Malaya against 
Japanese forces

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



TOPIC 3b World War II 329

c03bWorldWarII.indd Page 329 27/07/17  7:27 AM

3b.13 International relationships
3b.13.1 Australia, Britain and the United States
World War II caused Australia to re-evaluate its ties with Great Britain. In 1939, Prime Minister Menzies 
announced that Australia was ‘automatically’ at war in support of Great Britain. Australia’s navy and air 
force then went to serve under British command.

By 1941, attitudes had changed. Prime Minister Curtin did not wait to see what Britain was doing before 
declaring war on Japan. He announced that Australia would ‘look to America’ for assistance in battles 
against Japan and, from 1942, the United States had bases on Australian soil. In 1942, as Japan moved 
closer to Australia, Curtin defied British Prime Minister Winston Churchill by insisting that Australian 
troops be recalled from the Middle East for duty closer to home.

In 1942, in a further burst of independence, the Federal Parliament finally adopted the Statute of 
Westminster, a 1931 Act of British Parliament giving legal recognition to the independence of dominions 
within the British Commonwealth.

Australia benefited from the US government’s Lend Lease Scheme and responded to MacArthur’s 
complaints regarding Australia’s conscription policy. MacArthur questioned why American conscripts 
should protect Australia when Australian conscripts couldn’t serve beyond New Guinea. Curtin agreed to 
have Australian conscripts serve ‘overseas’ and thus put Australia in a better position to call on American 
protection and resources.

Nearly one million US troops spent short periods of time in Australia from late 1942. Australians and 
Americans generally got on well together and this period of time marked a new phase in Australia’s 
relationship with the United States. American customs and attitudes opened Australia’s eyes to ideas other 
than those emanating from British traditions. By late 1944, most of the US troops had left — some by this 
time having married Australian war brides.

In 1951, Australia and New Zealand joined with the United States to sign the ANZUS Treaty. Under 
the terms of the treaty, the nations each viewed an attack on any one of them as a threat to the security  
of them all. Australia welcomed the ANZUS Treaty as a means of strengthening its alliance  
with the United States, even though the treaty did not commit the United States to providing military 
support to Australia.

3b.12 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Identify the ways in which war changed Australia.
2. List the problems that ex-soldiers had to try to overcome.
3. Identify some of the main post-war goals of Australian civilians.
4. Identify the arguments supporting the view that Australian women in World War II were treated as a ‘reserve 

army’ of labour.

Develop source skills
5. Refer to SOURCE 3 and answer the following questions.

(a) List three subjects about which the centre shown in SOURCE 3 provided advice.
(b) For what purposes could ex-soldiers apply for loans?

6. What might have motivated the Rehabilitation Training School to organise photos like the one in 
SOURCE 4?

7. What features of post-war home building does SOURCE 6 provide evidence of?
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 3b.13.2 Australia and the 
UN in the post-war world 
 The atrocities of World War II led to 
renewed efforts to establish a framework 
for maintaining international peace and 
for ensuring the recognition of people’s 
human rights. The United Nations (UN) 
offi cially came into being on 24 October 
1945 as an organisation dedicated to the 
maintenance of world peace and security. 
Australia was one of the UN’s founding 
members and has participated through 
diplomatic missions and UN ambassa-
dors in its key bodies, especially the UN 
General Assembly in New York. 

 Australia has also contributed to a 
number of UN peacekeeping missions 
(such as leading multinational peace-

keeping forces in Timor-Leste from 1999 to 2005); has provided humanitarian aid to areas of Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East; and has shown its support for UN conventions and treaties by having them incorpo-
rated within Australian laws prohibiting discrimination and supporting human rights principles. 

   SOURCE 2  Photo showing US President George W. Bush and Australian Governor-General Sir Michael Jeffries 
during the 2007 APEC conference in Sydney 

   SOURCE 1  Photograph of US President George W. Bush and 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard inspecting a naval guard 
in Washington DC in 2001 at the time of the fi ftieth anniversary 
of the ANZUS alliance 
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3b.13.3 Australia and Asia in the post-war world
In the years since World War II, Australia has sought to enhance its security and economic prosperity 
through a range of agreements in the Asia–Pacific region. Australia is one of the 21 member econo-
mies of the Asia–Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), which came into being in 1989. Together these 
member economies make up over one-third of the world’s population and contribute nearly half of the 
world’s trade.

Australia is also one of the ten dialogue partners of ASEAN, the Association of South-East Asian Nations. 
As such, Australia contributes to the ASEAN Regional Forum, which is Asia’s main forum for discussion 
of security issues. In 2005, Australia was one of the founding members of the East Asia Summit, which 
facilitates dialogue on regional cooperation and integration.

3b.14 Research project: Why did the 
government withhold details about the bombing 
of Darwin? 
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au.

3b.14.1 Scenario and task
During World War II, Australia faced a range of threats. One of the most serious perceived threats was 
that of invasion by Japan. The Japanese forces had expanded throughout South-East Asia with such speed 
that many Australians felt that we were surely the next target. On 19 February 1942, the belief in immi-
nent invasion was reinforced by the bombing of Darwin. It was the first time an enemy had attacked the 
Australian mainland, and it signalled the beginning of a series of attacks across the northern part of the 
continent.

3b.13 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question,
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. How did World War II affect Australia’s relationship with:

(a) Britain
(b) the United States
(c) Asia?

2. When and why did Australia become involved in the UN and what has been the nature of Australia’s 
involvement?

Develop source skills
<Content to come>

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 Ĥ Australia’s international relationships
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We now know that around 250 people were killed in the raids of that day, and more than a dozen ships in 
the harbour were sunk or damaged. But, at the time, while the raid itself was made public, full details of the 
damage and casualties were not revealed. News reports the following day put the death toll at 17, and other 
information was limited. Why was this done? You will investigate to what extent the government censored 
information about the bombing.

Your task
As a newspaper reporter living in Darwin in 1942, you have experienced the Japanese bombing first hand. 
You will write an accurate account of what happened, but then decide whether it should be published after 
considering the purposes of censorship during wartime.

3b.14.2 Process

 • Watch the introductory video lesson. You will complete this project individual but first you should 
invite other members of your class to form a group so you can share your research.

 • The first part of this project is to research the events of February 19th 1942. The weblinks in your 
Resources tab will help you get started. Navigate to your Research Forum where topics have been 
loaded to provide a framework for your research. Enter your findings as articles under each topic in 
the Research Forum. You can also rate and comment on the articles posted by other members of your 
group.

 • Once you have completed your research you need to write a newspaper article of approximately 500 
words about what happened during the bombing of Darwin. Make sure you include some background 
about the war as a whole so that it can be seen in context. This will complete the first part of the 
project.

 • The second part of this project involves you investigating how much information the government 
revealed, or didn’t reveal, to the people of Australia. The weblinks in your Resources tab will help you 
discover the truth. Make some notes as you go, not just about how much the government didn’t tell the 
public, but why that information was kept secret.
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 •   Thirdly, as a newspaper reporter living 
in Darwin, and witnessing the bombing 
fi rst hand, your editor has left it up to 
you to decide whether or not to publish 
your accurate account of February 19th 
1942. Having looked at some reasons 
why the government kept information 
about the bombing secret you now need 
to weigh up the pros and cons of the story 
being published. Consider the purpose 
of censorship during wartime, and what 
the government was hoping to achieve by 
keeping certain information secret. Was 
it to avoid panic? Or was just enough 
information revealed to highlight the need 
for wartime preparedness? You have to come 
to a conclusion, and be able to explain and 
defend it.  

 •   Your fi nal task is to write a letter to your 
editor explaining why your accurate article 
on the bombing of Darwin should or 
shouldn’t be published. In your letter you 
need to provide your reasoning for your 
particular beliefs. It should also indicate 
what your thoughts are on the necessity of censorship during times of war.  

 •   Once your letter is completed, print a copy of the research report and hand it in to your teacher with 
your newspaper article and your letter to your editor.        

  3b.15   Review  
 3b.15.1 Review 

Go online to access additional resources such as templates, images and weblinks.

 ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
39th Infantry Battalion mainly 18–19-year-old conscripts to the Citizen Military (home defence) Force; assigned 
in mid 1942 to block a Japanese advance via the Kokoda Trail.
ACTU Australian Council of Trade Unions.
Afrika Corps the ‘blocking force’ under the leadership of General Erwin Rommel, that Hitler sent to support 
Italian efforts in North Africa in February 1941.
Allies the name for the countries that allied themselves against the Axis powers during World War II. They 
included the United States, the Soviet Union and Britain and her former colonies.
anti-Semitic a term to describe hostility and prejudice towards Jews.
appeasement the policy that Britain and France pursued towards Germany from the mid 1930s until 1939. 
Their intention was to give in to some of Hitler’s demands in the hope of avoiding war.
armistice an agreement between opposing sides to stop fi ghting as a prelude to making peace.
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Axis powers the powers of Germany, Italy and Japan, who, along with their supporters, fought against the 
Allied powers in World War II.
banzai charge a mass attack against the enemy aimed at either succeeding or dying honourably rather than 
surrendering or being captured.
Boycott a form of protest that punishes people by imposing some kind of ban on them or refusing to have 
contact with them.
censorship government control over what the public can see, view or hear, to prevent the communication of 
information it judged to be objectionable, sensitive or harmful to the war effort.
cheap labour workers who are lowly paid, whose jobs are not protected and who have little access to the usual 
worker benefits.
collective security the idea that League member nations would act together against any nation that threatened 
any other member.
Communist political party that controlled Soviet government from 1917 to 1991.
concentration (or labour) camps initially camps that the Nazis created to imprison their enemies, especially 
Jews. From 1939, these became camps where inmates were used as slave labour and worked to death 
producing war materials for the Nazis.
conscription the compulsory enrolment of those whom the government calls up for military service.
D-Day a term for the first day of a planned military operation. ‘D minus 1’ would be the day before this and ‘D 
plus 1’ the day after.
democratic republic a government run on democratic principles with an elected rather than a hereditary head 
of state.
double burden a term used to describe society’s expectation that women continue to perform their unpaid 
household work while also participating in the paid workforce.
El Alamein a town on Egypt’s Mediterranean coast, 106 km west of Alexandria.
enemy aliens people living within a country with whom their own country is at war.
fascist used to describe someone who follows the political ideology that the individual should serve the state, 
which should be governed by a strong leader embodying the national will. Mussolini led this movement in Italy 
from 1919 until his execution in 1945.
fuzzy-wuzzy angels nickname for Papua New Guineans who carried injured soldiers down the Kokoda Trail.
Geneva Convention an international agreement on the rules for wartime treatment of POWs and the wounded.
ghetto an area within which Jews were confined and segregated from the rest of the people in a city.
Great Depression a period from the late 1920s until the outbreak of World War II when most nations suffered 
severe economic hardship and massive unemployment.
Holocaust the Nazis’ systematic killing of over six million of Europe’s nine million Jews in the period c.1939–45.
home front civilian participation in the war effort.
incendiaries bombs that burst into flames upon explosion.
internment the practice of keeping people under guard in a certain area.
island hopping the US strategy of having its forces conquer one by one the Pacific islands that would facilitate 
the invasion of Japan.
isolationism the term used to describe the US foreign policy of withdrawing from involvement in international 
(and especially European) affairs except in defence of its own interests.
kamikaze pilots pilots who, as Japan neared defeat, embarked on suicide missions, crashing planes loaded 
with ombs, torpedoes and explosives into Allied warships.
munitions weaponry, ammunition and other materials used in war.
Panzer Army Africa the name for Rommel’s Axis forces in Africa in 1941. It incorporated an enlarged Afrika 
Corps as well as Italian troops.
Post Exchange (PX) a store where American servicemen could purchase goods and services that were not 
subject to local taxes.
post–traumatic stress disorder a mental health disorder caused by involvement in a threatening and terrifying 
situation (for example, combat or being a POW). Symptoms include severe anxiety, involuntarily mentally re-
living the event, and recurring nightmares about it.
prisoners of war (POWs) people captured and imprisoned by their wartime enemy.
rationing allowing each person only a specific quantity of a particular product.
reserve labour force a term used to describe how women have been used as a ‘spare’ labour force in times of 
need.
right-wing describes people supporting nationalism, tradition and a social hierarchy, as opposed to those of 
the left wing, who support change to improve workers’ economic, political and social position.
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3b.15 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go 
to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Create a timeline of key events that led to the outbreak of World War II and Australia’s decision to be involved 

in it.
2. Create a timeline summarising Japanese expansion to 1941 and the main events of the war in the Pacific 

from 1941 to 1943. Colour-code the entries so that those related to Japanese expansion are in one colour 
and those related to Japanese retreat are in another.

3. Work in groups of two or three to create a group crossword using the following steps.
(a) Create a list of historical terms and clues relevant to your study of this topic.
(b) Feed these into a software program that allows you to create a crossword.
(c) Make these crosswords available for other groups to try.
(d) Award a prize for the best crossword.

Analysis and use of sources
4. Look at SOURCE 1 and then, using the source and your own knowledge, answer the questions that follow.

(a) Who do the figures depicted in the cartoon represent?
(b) Describe what each of the three people is doing and list the other things the cartoonist has shown within 

the cartoon.
(c) What is meant by the words ‘long-distance thinking’?
(d) What situation or events do you think influenced the cartoonist in creating this cartoon?

5. Evaluate SOURCE 1 in terms of its reliability and usefulness for someone studying Australia’s wartime 
relationship with Great Britain.

6. Which of the following statements could you conclude after reading SOURCE 2 about Indigenous women’s 
experiences of wartime work?
(a) They were placed in the most dangerous forms of work.
(b) Their work area was segregated from that of non-Indigenous workers.
(c) Indigenous women enjoyed new experiences in the workplace.
(d) The government was committed to providing them with work that would extend their skills.

Perspectives and interpretations
7. What is the perspective of the SOURCE 1 cartoonist and what message does he want to convey to the 

readers of The Daily Telegraph?
8. Write a letter dated August 1942 to a relative serving overseas. Describe how the war has changed your life 

as a 15- or 16-year-old boy or girl in Australia. Make sure you include relevant factual detail about life on the 
home front. Swap your work with a neighbour who should act as censor, using a thick black pen to cross out 
any information that the enemy could potentially use. Then discuss the perspective of you as writer and your 
neighbour as censor.

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 ONLINE ONLY

siege surrounding a town so as to cut off supplies and military aid and force its defenders to surrender.
Vichy France the government of southern France that collaborated with the Axis powers and whose forces 
fought against the Allies in North Africa.
Weimar Republic the name of the German government from late 1918 to early 1933.
‘mopping up’ operation finishing off a military campaign by killing or capturing enemy troops who remain 
fighting after the main battle has been won.
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9. Read the following paragraph on the war in New Guinea and answer the following questions.

(a) Identify the two interpretations of Australia’s involvement in war in New Guinea.
(b) Why might participants in the fighting in New Guinea also support the idea of a ‘Battle for Australia’?
(c) Explain Dr Stanley’s message in relation to how people interpret these events.

Empathetic understanding
10. Why do you think Prime Minister Curtin continued to talk of the threat of invasion even after he knew this 

was unlikely?

SOURCE 1 Cartoon entitled ‘Long-distance thinking’, created by Sydney cartoonist William Mahony for the 
Daily Telegraph in 1942

SOURCE 2 An extract from Connie Alberts’ description of her war work

I knew the munitions was dangerous work, but I still liked it. I liked mixing with all the girls and I liked machine 
work. My cousin, Mary King, worked behind me, so we had all our friends right around us. Like a lot of women, 
I learned new skills. The women did well during this time. Our boss was a woman. A lot of girls became skilled 
mechanics and they had to fix the machines. Other girls became skilled tool setters …

Quoted in Alick Jackomos and Derek Fowell, Forgotten Heroes, 
Aborigines at War from the Somme to Vietnam, Victoria Press, Melbourne, 1993, p. 45.

Many people use the term ‘Battle for Australia’ to express their belief that Australians fought in New Guinea to 
protect their nation from a Japanese invasion. Historian Dr Peter Stanley, in 2006, described this as ‘historical 
nationalism, an interpretation … shaped to fit the needs of the future, not the evidence of the past’. Evidence 
indicates that, by early 1942, Japan had rejected any thoughts of invasion and was mainly concerned with 
isolating US military capabilities within Australia by controlling, from Port Moresby, the air and sea around it. 
Prime Minister Curtin knew this at the time but still spoke publicly of an invasion threat.
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Research
11. Identify the questions that would help guide further research into one of the following topics:

• Nazi treatment of Jews in Germany
• The fall of Singapore
• The Allied bombing of Germany

12. Identify and list sources available on the internet that would help you answer the questions you devised in 
question 11.

13. Make appropriate changes to your inquiry questions from question 11 to fit the information available to you in 
the sources you found in question 12.

Explanation and communication
14. On 24 August 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union signed the Nazi–Soviet Pact, an agreement not to go to 

war with one another for 10 years.
(a) Use books and internet sources to research and make notes on:

• the main terms of this agreement
• what motivated each of the two powers to sign this agreement
• French and British responses to the news of this agreement.

(b) Use your information from part a to write a three-page response to the topic: Explain the significance 
of the Nazi–Soviet Pact. Organise your answer into about six paragraphs, using the model of a topic 
sentence followed by supporting information for each one. Incorporate historical language and concepts 
into your response. Use footnotes and a correctly formatted bibliography to present your work in a 
professional manner.

15. Choose one of the following essay topics and use the guidelines below to help you respond to it.
(a) Explain how Hitler extended his control over Europe in the period from 1939 and how the Allies defeated 

Germany.
(b) Explain the main features of war in the Pacific and how it came to an end.

• Use the information provided in Topic 3b to work out a plan for your answer, and write the first draft. 
Make sure your work is organised into paragraphs, each starting with a topic sentence.

• Use books and the internet to conduct further research. Look for additional points that you can include 
in your essay to show a greater depth of information for some of your existing points.

• Create a second draft of your essay. Check to see that:
• it answers the question
• your information is well organised and logically sequenced
• you have provided good depth of information to support your main points
• you have incorporated historical language and concepts into your response.

• When you are happy with your corrections, write the final copy.
• Use footnotes and a correctly formatted bibliography to present your work in a professional manner.
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