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DEPTH STUDY 5: THE GLOBALISING WORLD

TOPIC 5a  
Popular culture

5a.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic

5a.1.1 Introduction
The idea of popular culture refers to the way of life, ideas and activities that are the mainstream of a given 
society. Heavily influenced by mass media such as radio, television and the internet, popular culture is 
ever-evolving.

In the twenty-first century, Australians can be almost instantly linked to events that happen anywhere. 
A clip on YouTube can be seen by thousands around the world in a matter of hours. Mobile phones 
provide the ability to communicate virtually anywhere, at any time, with anyone. But at the start of 
the twentieth century, it was totally different. There was no radio or television and very few people 
had access to a telephone. In 1950, a computer with far less capacity than a modern laptop would fill a 
whole room. It was not until the late 1990s that the internet began to take off, and there was no Google 
before 1997.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The nature of popular culture in Australia at the end of World War II, including music, film and 
sport 5a.2

• Developments in popular culture in post-war Australia and their impact on society, including the 
introduction of television and rock‘n’roll 5a.3, 5a.4, 5a.5

• The changing nature of the music, film and television industry in Australia during the post-war period, 
including the influence of overseas developments (such as Hollywood, Bollywood and the animation 
film industry in China and Japan) 5a.4, 5a.5

• Australia’s contribution to international popular culture (music, film, television, sport) 5a.6, 5a.7 Continuity 
and change in beliefs and values that have influenced the Australian way of life 5a.8
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Developments in technology have created a more global society, particularly among Western cultures. In 
the twenty-first century, popular culture crosses borders and oceans, with trends readily transferred from 
one place to another. In this topic we will explore the development of popular culture in Australia from the 
post-war era through to the present day. We will examine how technology and influences from overseas 
have helped shape our popular culture and also look at the influence that we have had on the world.

Starter questions
<content to come>

A photograph of popular performer Lonnie Lee on the ABC’s Six O’Clock Rock in 1959

 Watch this eLesson: Popular culture (eles-0000) 

ONLINE ONLY
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  5a.2  Popular culture at the end of World War II 
 5a.2.1 Radio 
 Until the 1930s, people generally created their own entertain-
ment in their homes. Reading, playing card games or having 
a sing-along around the piano were common pastimes. Some 
well-off families might have had a gramophone — an early 
recorded music player — and been able to listen to clas-
sical or popular music of the day. At weekends people might 
watch their local football team, without having to pay. Many 
would go to the horse races or play sport themselves. Then, 
as now, sports such as cricket, rugby and Australian Rules 
football were hugely popular and played a key role in Aus-
tralian social life. Other organised entertainments included 
ice-skating on indoor ice rinks, rollerskating, and community 
dances with music provided by a live band. 

 By 1945, two new technologies, developed in the late 
1920s and early 1930s, had become very popular means of 
entertainment: radio and the ‘talking’ movie.  

 Australia’s fi rst radio broadcast stations began transmitting in 1924, just a couple of years after those in 
the United States and Britain. 

 By the late 1930s, almost every Australian home in cities and towns had a radio. Radio played an impor-
tant role in people’s lives. It created a new sense of community as people all over the country could tune in 
to the same programs at the same time. It even helped in developing a common Australian accent. 

 Radio broadcasts were particularly important during World War II. As well as keeping the population 
informed about the progress of the war, it also helped to keep up the spirits of those whose loved ones were 
away at war. Some radio programs were broadcast to soldiers overseas and taped messages from soldiers 
were played in Australia. 

 The main programs transmitted included dramas, music, news and quiz shows. The day would start with 
news bulletins. During the day there would be music and serials aimed at housewives. In the afternoon, 
children would listen to serials specially designed for them and at night there would be radio dramas, talent 
programs and quiz shows. 

 Radio serials 
 Most of the major feature series on commercial 
radio had a single commercial sponsor. Sponsors 
set up their own production companies to take full 
control of how the shows were presented and how 
their products were featured. 

 Australia’s most popular early radio serial was 
 Dad and Dave . It was based on Steele Rudd’s sto-
ries of simple farmers trying to make a living,  On 
Our Selection . 

  Dad and Dave  was broadcast four times a 
week — from 1937 to 1953 — a total of 2276 
episodes. It has been estimated that up to 90 per 
cent of those who had radios listened to the 
evening performances.  

   SOURCE 1  A 1940s-style radio 

   SOURCE 2  A photograph of  Dad and Dave  
performers and the scriptwriter in a radio studio, 
holding their scripts 
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The show was sponsored by the chewing-gum manufacturer Wrigley, an American company that had set 
up a factory in Australia. Many Australians considered chewing gum to be ‘a dirty American habit’. By 
associating itself with a classic Australian story, Wrigley was trying to promote chewing gum and make it 
acceptable to Australians.

Soap operas
The major sponsors of radio dramas in Australia, as in the United States, were soap companies and this is 
where the term ‘soap opera’ came from. In Australia the two competing soap companies were the British 
company Lever and Kitchen, which had a soap-making factory in Australia from 1895, and the US-owned 
Colgate-Palmolive company, which had an Australian branch from the early 1920s.

One of Lever and Kitchen’s products was Lux soap, which became a very popular product in the United 
States, largely due to its endorsement by film stars of the time. In March 1939, the Lux Radio Theatre 
began transmission. The show was broadcast across Australia at 8 pm on Sunday nights, a peak listening 
time. It had already run for five years in the United States and the early shows in Australia were recordings 
from the United States.

Quiz shows
Quiz shows were also very popular with the Australian audi-
ence. One show sponsored first by Colgate- Palmolive (and later 
by British Petroleum) was the quiz program Pick a Box hosted by 
Bob Dyer (1909–84). Quiz winners could choose between a cash 
prize and a mystery prize that could be worth more or less than the 
money offered. The show began on radio in 1948, and then moved 
to television in 1957 where it continued until 1971.

Popular music
In addition to serials, news and quiz shows, the radio also pro-
vided listeners with access to popular music. In Australia in the 
mid 1940s, strong influences from the United States were already 

RETROFILE
Perhaps the most famous of all Australian radio serials was Blue Hills, which was broadcast on ABC Radio in the 
middle of the day as a 15-minute segment of the Country Hour. It dealt with the ups and downs of the Gordon 
family in the fictional country town of Tanimbla. It ran from February 1949 to September 1976 for a total of 5795 
episodes and at one time was the world’s longest running radio serial. It was one of the few radio programs 
to continue long after the introduction of television, partly because it was some time before television reached 
country towns and country people still relied on the radio for entertainment.

SOURCE 3 A transcript of the advertiser’s promotion at the start of Lux Radio Theatre. This was read live and 
placed between the introductory music and announcement, and the play itself.

Imagine if you were called up tomorrow to be tested for a part in an Australian film. How would your complexion 
look in the romantic close-up? As flawless as a film star’s? Bring out the film star beauty in your skin. Start your 
daily active lather facials with pure white Lux toilet soap right away.

Lux toilet soap is a pure soap. It’s a white soap, and it stands to reason that in a white soap, any impurity will 
show. Well, Lux toilet soap is always, always consistently white. That shows it’s pure. The world’s most beautiful 
film stars all agree that it’s the beauty care that really works. Tests by leading skin specialists back their statements. 
They’ve proved that three out of four complexions grow lovelier in a very short time, with daily Lux toilet soap care.

From The Golden Years of Australian Commercial Radio, p. 89.

SOURCE 4 Photograph of Bob Dyer, 
host of Pick a Box, and his wife, Dolly, 
who co-hosted the show with him
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evident in the popular music of the day. Swing, jazz and big band styles were popular, as were smooth, 
laid-back ‘crooners’ such as Bing Crosby, and harmony groups such as The Andrews Sisters, whose jump-
blues number  The Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B  was a huge hit in the early 1940s. The Andrews 
Sisters’ style would later infl uence modern-day artists such as Christina Aguilera, whose song  Candyman  
was inspired by  Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy . 

 5a.2.2 The movies 
 In the early days of silent movies, Australia had a strong fi lm industry. In the 1890s, the Salvation Army 
set up a fi lm unit and in 1900 told the stories of the early Christian martyrs in  Soldiers of the Cross , a 
multimedia presentation that had fi fteen 90-second fi lm clips and hand-coloured slides accompanied by a 
20-piece orchestra and a small choir, with a narration by Herbert Booth. The unit was also commissioned 
to produce fi lms for others, such as a 35-minute fi lm commissioned by the New South Wales government 
to record the events celebrating Australia becoming a federation in 1901. 

 In 1906, just 26 years after Ned Kelly had been hanged, a fi lm unit in Victoria produced  The Story of Ned 
Kelly . This ran for 40 minutes and is considered to be the fi rst feature fi lm in the world.  

 The talkies 
 There had been many experiments in adding sound to fi lms. In 1929 Warner Bros released the movie  The 
Jazz Singer , starring Al Jolson. Although only sections of the fi lm had sound, it proved the popularity of 
the medium. 

 It was not long before all fi lms began to have a soundtrack included on the fi lm. It was expensive to set 
up sound studios, and for this and other reasons, the Australian fi lm industry found it hard to compete with 
imported product from the UK and the US. It is estimated 
that over 90 per cent of the movies shown in Australian 
cinemas in the 1920s were American-made. The industry 
continued to develop throughout the 1930s and 1940s, 
and during the war provided an important source of 
information through the production of weekly newsreels. 
American fi lms, however, were now a well-established 
part of the Australian cinema experience. American 
movie stars, such as Humphrey Bogart, Gregory Peck, 
Lana Turner and Rita Hayworth, became household 
names and their infl uence in areas such as hairstyles and 
fashion began to be felt. 

 5a.2.3 Fashion  
 During World War II, because of the need to make mili-
tary uniforms, clothing material for women was limited. 
Dresses  had square shoulders and knee-length narrow 
skirts. Simply styled, form-fi tting suits were a common 
feature of women’s wardrobes. However, with the end of 
the war, this began to change. 

 For Australians in the late 1940s, France was the 
centre of fashion and from 1946 to 1949 the   Women’s 
Weekly  magazine held annual French Fashion Parades. In 

 RETROFILE 
 In 1948, the screening of horror fi lms was banned in Australia. It was not until 1968 that the ban was lifted. 

   SOURCE 5  A wartime couple on a Sydney 
Street c.1944 
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what was called the ‘New Look’, clothing styles became what were considered far more feminine — with 
sloping shoulders, very narrow waists and long spreading skirts. Christian Dior, a leading French designer, 
gave permission for his designs to be presented at the 1948 Autumn/Winter Collection at David Jones in 
Sydney.

5a.3 Changes in the post-war period
5a.3.1 Beginnings of change
By the end of 1945, World War II had come to an end with the defeat of Germany and Japan. However, the 
period 1950 to 1970 was dominated by a new threat. It was a period of political rivalry between the United 
States and the Soviet Union — seen as a struggle between capitalism and communism.

Because there was no direct military attack it was known as the Cold War, but each country had a stock-
pile of nuclear weapons — enough for each country to wipe out the other. The most direct threat of nuclear 
war came in October 1962 when the Soviet Union began installing missile launchers in Cuba, an island 
just south of the United States. After nearly two weeks of tension and uncertainty, the issue was resolved 
without major incident.

There had been American influences on Australia before World War II, but this became more direct 
during the war as thousands of US soldiers passed through the major cities on their way to and from the 
Pacific.

There were also similarities in the development of the two countries after the war. Most European coun-
tries had suffered the effects of military invasion, but this did not happen to Australia or the United States. 
Both countries accepted a large number of refugees from European states that had been affected by war. 
Also, as soldiers returned home and began establishing families, the economies of both countries began to 
grow. This post-war ‘boom’ period brought a continual rise in living standards. In Australia, only half the 
population owned a home in 1947 but by 1961 this had increased to 70 per cent.

The baby boom
People who lived through the Great Depression of the early 1930s were hesitant about having large 
families.  Then from 1939 to 1945 a large number of men were away fighting or held as prisoners of 
war overseas. When many of these men returned home in 1945, they married and had families. In Australia, 
this led to an increase in the number of children born, which continued into the 1950s and 1960s with the 
post-war migration of young couples to Australia.

5a.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Name two important contributions the introduction of radio made to developing an Australian identity.
2. (a) Name three companies that sponsored Australian radio programs.
 (b) In what countries did each of these companies have their parent company?
3. Through what media was Australia experiencing overseas influence at the end of World War II?

Develop source skills
4. What advantages did the presentation of the radio play have for both the writer and the producer?
5. Refer to SOURCE 3. List the ways in which the promotion tried to persuade women to buy Lux soap.
6. Refer to SOURCE 5 and answer the following questions.

(a) What features of the woman’s dress indicate that this photograph was taken early in the 1940s?
(b) Why was it necessary to dress like this during the war?
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 Expanding suburbia 
 To cope with the rapid increase in population, houses were built further out from the existing centres 
and new suburbs occupied what had once been farms. There was little public transport, and having a car 
for transport seemed almost essential. Thus, another feature of the post-war boom was a rapid rise in car 
ownership. 

 City shops were a long distance away from these new suburbs, and to replace these city shops the 
self-contained shopping mall was introduced. The fi rst of these was in the Brisbane suburb of Chermside, 
which was opened in May 1957. It covered 11 000 square metres and had parking for 650 cars. A shop-
ping centre was opened in Sydney at Top Ryde in November of the same year. The fi rst shopping mall in 
Victoria was the Chadstone Shopping Centre, which was built and owned by the Myer Emporium. This 
was opened in October 1960 and was the largest in Australia until the Roselands Shopping Centre in south-
western Sydney was opened in June 1964.  

  SOURCE 1  The percentage of the population in each age group from 1955 to 1975, with a comparison to 2012  

 Age group (years)  1955  1960  1965  1970  1975  2012 

 0–9  21.0  20.6  20.3  19.3  18.1  12.7 

 10–19  14.7  17.0  18.3  18.3  18.2  12.5 

 20–29  14.0  12.7  13.6  15.7  16.7  14.6 

 30–39  14.9  13.8  12.8  12.1  12.4  13.8 

 40–49  13.1  12.7  12.6  12.5  11.2  14.0 

 50–59   9.8   9.7  10.2   9.9  10.0  12.7 

 60 and over   8.5  12.3  12.3  12.2  12.9  19.6 

 Data extracted and summarised from ABS 2008,  Australian Historical Population Statistics , table 4.1, cat. no. 3105.0.65.001. 

   SOURCE 2  A photograph of the Chadstone Shopping Centre c.1960 
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5a.3.2 The rise of a youth culture and a youth market
Increasing leisure time
In the years before World War II there was little leisure time for most young people. Most left school 
between the ages of 12 and 15 and worked long hours in factories, offices or on farms. Their main enter-
tainment was sporting events on Saturday afternoons or dances on Saturday night.

In the post-war years, in both the workplace and at home, machines began to replace manual labour. As 
society became more complex and blue-collar jobs were being replaced by white-collar jobs, a longer 
period of education became important. Until the early 1960s, most children in Australian schools did not 
stay at school beyond what is now Year 9. After primary school, the majority of boys and girls went to 
junior secondary schools. Here, as well as being taught basic maths, English, science and social studies, 
boys did courses in woodwork and metalwork and basic accountancy (book-keeping), while girls did 
courses in domestic science and secretarial work such as typing and shorthand. Only a few students went 
on to full high schools, where they completed an exam before going on to university.

In most states during the 1960s, all secondary schools became comprehensive high schools, with a three- or 
four-year course leading to the school certificate and then another two-year course before sitting for exams for 
university entrance. Increasingly, more students 
stayed on to Year 12 and went on to university.

Increasing prosperity
Young people, particularly in the United States 
and Australia, lived in the most prosperous period 
the world had known up to then. Britain, France 
and Italy, which had experienced the effects of 
war directly, took longer to recover but were also 
becoming wealthier by the mid 1960s. Young 
people were staying longer at school, having food 
and accommodation provided by their parents 
and often receiving pocket money that they sup-
plemented with part-time work. For the music, 
fashion and entertainment industries, here was a 
new market ready to be exploited.

5a.3 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What was seen by Australians as the main external threat:

(a) from 1943 to 1945
(b) from 1950 to the late 1960s?

2. Name two factors resulting in a low number of children being born between 1930 and 1945.
3. What does the word ‘boom’ refer to in the term baby boomers?
4. What were two factors in the post-war period that led to teenagers being seen as a marketing opportunity?
5. How old is the baby-boomer generation now?
6. Use the text and SOURCE 1 to answer these questions.

(a) What are two reasons for the population of the ‘60 years and over’ generation in 2012 being larger than 
that of 1955?

(b) What change has there been in the proportion of those under 10 years between 1955 and 2012? What 
effect may this have on society?

SOURCE 3 Twin sisters celebrate their 20th birthday 
on New Years Eve, 1962.
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5a.4 Influences from the US and Britain
5a.4.1 American influence
In the United States, rock’n’roll music was one of the key ways in which teenagers distinguished them-
selves from their parents’ generation. It had its origins in the strong pulsing rhythms of African music. In 
the 1930s and 1940s it became blended with gospel and more classical influences such as blues and jazz, 
but this music style still appealed more to an adult audience than to younger people.

Two significant events marked the explosion of rock’n’roll into the popular adolescent market:
 • In the 1955 movie Blackboard Jungle — about an idealistic young teacher confronting rebellious boys 

in a tough city school — the opening song was Rock Around the Clock. It was recorded by Bill Haley, 
who had brought together country and rock’n’roll influences.

 • In 1956 Elvis Presley recorded his first major hit — Heartbreak Hotel. Elvis brought together a strong 
gospel influence from southern churches combined with the country and blues influence of Memphis. 
He was, in effect, a white man singing black music and brought a style of black music into the 
mainstream.
By the early 1960s, the rougher edges of rock’n’roll had been tamed in order to reach a wider audience, 

and music became more ‘pop’ than ‘rock.’ However, three movements can be identified.

Motown
Elvis Presley had made black music acceptable and there was a resurgence of black music with a strong 
rhythm and blues influence. The outstanding example of a label promoting black music was the Detroit-based 
Motown Company, which became the largest black-owned corporation in the United States. Detroit had a 
large African American population who had fled the segregation in the south and found work in the motor 
industry. (This was where the name Motown came from.) Some of its key artists were the Supremes, Marvin 
Gaye and Stevie Wonder. It was a time in which African Americans were encouraged to take pride in their 
ancestry and songs such as Otis Redding’s Respect and Nina Simone’s Young, Gifted and Black reflected this.

Perspectives and interpretations
7. (a)  In what ways were young people’s experiences of the world while growing up quite different from those 

of their parents?
 (b) How might this explain their different attitudes to life?

Research and communicate
8. Gather images to show the main changes in portable music systems from the 1960s to today and research 

what technology made each of these changes possible.

Develop source skills
9. Refer to SOURCE 1 and answer the following questions.

(a) In which year or years was the proportion of each of the following age groups at its highest?
(i) 0–9 years old
(ii) 10–19 years old
(iii) 20–29 years old
(iv) 60 years and over

(b) In each case:
(i) explain why this occurred
(ii) describe the effects this might have on society in general and on government services.

10. Refer to SOURCE 1 and answer the following questions.
(a) When were these sisters born? Would they be considered baby boomers? Why or why not?
(b) Compare the hair styles and clothing with later images in this topic. What differences do you notice?
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The ‘protest’ songs
A famous protest singer in the 1930s was 
Woody Guthrie, whose song This Land 
is Your Land carried the message that all 
people deserved an equal share in the 
wealth of the country. As a student, Bob 
Dylan became interested in this music 
and, at the age of 20, he gave up college 
and moved to New York where he made 
his name as a folk singer/songwriter with 
his second album The Freewheelin’ Bob 
Dylan, released in 1963.

Two songs on the album became par-
ticularly significant. Blowin’ in the Wind 
was a song about the desire for social 
change to create a society in which all 
people were truly equal, while A Hard 
Rain’s a-Gonna Fall, with implied 
references to a nuclear annihilation, 
resonated with a society wary of nuclear 
warfare, particularly after the stand-off 
between the Soviet Union and the United 
States in the Cuban missile crisis of 
October 1962.

Other singers in the American folk scene 
included Joan Baez and the group Peter, 
Paul and Mary. This music was particu-
larly popular among university students, as 
it expressed in song many of the changing 
attitudes and desires for a different world 
held by much of this new generation of 
young adults.

Surf music
Surfing was a very popular activity in 
California and a particular style of music 
developed to accompany it. At first this 
was just instrumental, but the highly 
successful band The Beach Boys incor-
porated lyrics that included surfing slang 
and favourite surfing locations. In 1963, 
American surfing songs such as Pipe-
line, Wipeout and The Beach Boys’ hit 
Surfin’ USA were all high in the music 
charts — not just in the United States 
but also in Australia, where the influence 
of American pop culture was growing in 
strength.

SOURCE 1 A photograph from 1968 showing the Supremes 
meeting the Queen Mother in London after the Royal Variety 
Performance

SOURCE 2 Photograph of Joan Baez and Bob Dylan 
performing at the Civil Rights March on Washington in 1963

SOURCE 3 The Beach Boys performing in California in 1964
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In 1957, American entertainer Bill Haley came to 
Australia to perform his hit song Rock Around the 
Clock. His warm-up act was Australian band Johnny 
O’Keefe and the Dee Jays. In 1958, Johnny O’Keefe’s 
recording of The Wild One gave him the first Australian 
single to appear on the rock’n’roll charts. ‘The Wild 
One’ became the nickname that stayed with him for the 
rest of his life.

Television came to Australia in 1956 and by 1960 
there were two popular music shows on television. The 
first, starting in 1958, was Bandstand on Channel 9, 
which was hosted by New Zealand-born Brian Hen-
derson. The following year, the ABC introduced Six 
O’Clock Rock, which was based on a BBC show, 6.5 
Special. Johnny O’Keefe began as a performer on 
Six O’Clock Rock and then became its compere. By 
the early 1960s, Johnny O’Keefe was rock’n’roll in 
Australia.

As well as rock’n’roll, both the folk and surfing 
movements had a great influence on the paths taken 
by  Australian popular music, and created two Aus-
tralian superstars of the sixties: the Seekers and Little 
Pattie.

5a.4.2 Folk music and The Seekers
Australia had its own folk-based group who performed in a style similar to the US group Peter, Paul and 
Mary: The Seekers. In the mid 1960s, world sales of their singles rivalled those of the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones. The male members of the group — Athol Guy, Keith Potger and Bruce Woodley — went 
to school together in Melbourne in the mid 1950s and later formed their own bands. In the early 1960s they 
joined forces to form The Seekers, and at the end of 1962 they enlisted the vocally gifted Judith Durham 
as their lead singer.

The band produced its first album in 1963 and the following year travelled to London, where they found 
huge success. Over the next few years, The Seekers had a string of chart-topping hits and toured interna-
tionally, performing to large audiences in the United Kingdom, Europe and the United States.

The Seekers returned to Australia for a very popular concert tour — the crowd at their Melbourne perfor-
mance in 1967 was in excess of 200 000 people! Highlighting their tremendous popularity and international 

SOURCE 4 Johnny O’Keefe and the Dee 
Jays, Australia’s first professional rock band, 
performing at the Melbourne Town Hall in 1960

SOURCE 5 George Negus describes the early history of rock music on Australian television.

Well, around the same time that Rosalie was in front of the cameras making Jedda, rock’n’roll arrived on the 
Australian television scene, and pretty quickly, the two formed a deep and lasting relationship. By the late ‘50s, 
we had two national TV rock shows — Bandstand with its family approach, and the ABC’s Six O’Clock Rock, 
directed largely at the teen audience that tended to walk a little more on the wild side, you could say. Indeed, it 
was hosted by the legendary ‘Wild One’ himself, J.O’K.

From George Negus Tonight, television program, ABC Television, 17 November 2003.
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achievements, in 1967 the group was named Australian of the Year — the first popular music group to gain 
this honour. Following Judith Durham’s decision to pursue a solo career The Seekers disbanded in July 
1968, but have performed together from time to time in the years since. In 1995, the band was inducted into 
the Australian Record Industry Association’s Hall of Fame, in recognition of their significant contribution 
to the music industry in Australia and beyond.

SOURCE 6 Photograph of The Seekers at the height of their popularity

SOURCE 7 A description of The Seekers

If there hadn’t been the Seekers some shrewd manager would have invented them. One cuddly girl-next-door 
type (complete with nose-crinkling smile) and three sober cats who looked like bank tellers. They came from 
Australia [in 1964], singing nice harmonies for their supper on a boat bound for England. The English squares 
liked them immediately because they represented something they could understand and feel secure with. As 
for the rest, well, it was a good clean sound and the tunes were catchy.

Their sound was, for lack of a better name, pop-folk with the strong and vibrant voice of Judith Durham 
giving it definition and added distinction. They didn’t really click in America until ‘Georgy Girl’ (done for the film 
in 1966), which went on to become a White Rock radio commercial. After that there was success wherever 
you looked: back in Australia, where they visited in triumph, in England, with TV show after TV show, and in 
America. But by the summer of 1968, inexplicably, they were tired of it all. Their last hit in England was ‘The 
Carnival Is Over’, and it was.’

Extract from E. Nahe [ed.comp], Lillian Roxon’s Rock Encyclopedia, 
Workaman Publishing/Grosset and Dunlap, New York, 1969.
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 5a.4.3 Surfi ng music and Little Pattie 
 Surfi ng has played a large role in Australian self-image, 
and  locally produced surf music had a large following in 
the 1960s. In 1963 a Sydney group, The Atlantics, reached 
number one in the music charts with an instrumental called 
 Bombora . 

 It was at the end of 1963 that a 14-year-old school girl, 
Pattie Amphlett, had a hit with a surfi ng song called  He’s My 
Blonde-headed Stompie Wompie Real Gone Surfer Boy . The 
single went to number two on the charts and was second only 
to the Beatles  I Want to Hold Your Hand . In the following two 
years, ‘Little Pattie’ dominated the record awards as a female 
vocalist. 

 In August 1966 Little Pattie went to Vietnam with an older 
group, Col Joye and the Joy Boys. On 14 August they were 
performing at the Australian base on Nui Dat just before the 
battle of Long Tan took place. This was the largest single 
engagement in the Vietnam War, with 18 Australians killed 
and 24 wounded. In  SOURCE 8  at right, Pattie discusses her 
experiences in Vietnam.  

 5a.4.4 Hippies 
 The hippie movement began as a movement among young Americans in the mid 1960s. In 1966, San Fran-
cisco became the focus of the hippie movement as thousands of young people moved to the Haight-Ashbury 
region of the city, where cheap accommodation was available in large apartments. Hippies rejected the 
conservative and middle-class values of their parents and their emphasis on material goods. Some of the 
features of the hippie movement were: 
 •    opposition to nuclear weapons and the Vietnam War  
 •   embracing certain aspects of eastern religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism  
 •   a simplicity in living in what was seen as a more ‘natural’ way  
 •   sexual liberation.   

   SOURCE 8  Pattie Amphlett (pictured 
above with Col Joye in the late 1960s) 
refl ects on her experiences in Vietnam 
after the battle of Long Tan. 

 And it was obvious, though, that we had a job to do. We had to put a smile on the faces of the wounded. 
And, so, we were saying to each other in that great Aussie way of geeing each other up, ‘Are you OK?’ ‘Yep, 
I’m OK.’ ‘Are you OK?’ ‘Yep, I’m OK.’ ‘Righto, in we go.’ And into the hospital we went and suddenly it was 
horrible. White sheets, red blood, injured people, crying. I hadn’t experienced that before and I was sent to 
help out in that situation. I quickly realised what I needed to do and that was to smile and Col [Joye] and I sang 
some songs and lightened the atmosphere and we continued to do that whilst we were in Vietnam. But, yeah, 
it was a bit hard. And there’s no doubt it had a profound effect on me and I guess because I was so young and 
I took it all in and I observed so much, and, you know, it’s one of the best things I’ve ever done, with all the 
things I hated about it, it was a wonderful experience. 

 PETER THOMPSON: So, how was it one of the best things you’ve ever done? 
 LITTLE PATTIE: Well, I needed to grow up in a hurry, I think. I’d been protected quite a lot about the 

world. I lived a very protected life, even though I was in the music business. And I was sheltered somewhat. 
There I was in a war. It’s really hard to explain what you see and feel but it’s very different, it’s frightening, 
it’s wonderful, it’s exciting and it’s horrible. And to deal with that, as I said, with no counselling or no real 
preparation, you know, you sink or swim. 

  From  Talking Heads , television program, ABC Television, 12 February 2007.  
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For some it also included involvement 
with drugs such as marijuana and the mind- 
altering drug LSD.

Another key feature of hippie ideology 
was the belief in peace, love and a non-vi-
olent society. Hippies staged anti-Vietnam 
War protests during which they offered 
flowers to police and other authority figures 
and onlookers. The term ‘flower power’ 
was used to describe this approach and 
became the unofficial slogan of the hippie 
movement.

The 1967 song San Francisco summed 
it up: ‘If you’re going to San Francisco, 
be sure to wear some flowers in your hair. 
If you’re going to San Francisco, you’re 
gonna meet some gentle people there.’

The most famous of the hippies’ cele-
brations was the Woodstock Music and Art 
Fair held in August 1969 about 120   km 
north of New York. More than 30 popular 
music artists performed over a three-day 
period to a crowd that was estimated at over 
400 000 people. Despite attendees having to 
camp in wet, muddy, overcrowded condi-
tions with virtually no facilities, the festival 
was largely incident-free, and a testament 
to the peaceful hippie philosophy.

5a.4.5 The hippie movement 
in Australia
By the mid 1960s, television sets had 
become more affordable and ownership was 
increasing rapidly. The presence of televi-
sion meant that overseas influences arrived 
more quickly in Australia, and this was true 
of the hippie movement as well.

One of the first public demonstrations 
of hippie ideas was the musical Hair. This 
musical — with its anti-war, anti-establish-
ment and New Age ideas, and a brief nude 
scene — had already been a great success 
in America. The Broadway production of 1968 ran for over four years, with 1742 performances.

The Australian production of Hair was first staged in Sydney in June 1969. The title referred to the 
general practice of hippies, male and female, to let their hair grow long as a symbol of being unconven-
tional. The Australian producer, Jim Sharman, described it as ‘an absolute response to the Vietnam War 
[but] inside that was a kind of curiously conservative and rather Christian parable of the kind of Christ-like 
Claude representing an entire generation who are being sacrificed to a war that at the very least was highly 
questionable’.

SOURCE 9 A description in Time magazine, 7 July 1967, of 
the ‘Hippies’ code’

Do your own thing, wherever you have to do it and 
whenever you want. Drop out. Leave society as you have 
known it. Leave it utterly. Blow the mind of every straight 
person you can reach. Turn them on, if not to drugs then to 
beauty, love, honesty, fun …

SOURCE 10 A poster advertising the Woodstock music 
festival, 1969
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 Although it created a great deal of controversy at the time, the show was permitted to be staged uncen-
sored. It proved highly successful, running for nearly two years in Sydney before touring the rest of the 
country. 

 In January 1970, Australia had its fi rst rock festival. This was held on the Australia Day weekend on 
a farm at Ourimbah, near Gosford, New South Wales. By the second day of the festival the crowd had 
reached 10 000. The response to the event was generally positive. The Sydney  Sun  reported, ‘For once the 
hippies lived up to their reputation for gentleness’, and a psychiatrist in charge of the fi rst-aid post com-
mented, ‘Obviously all this is an expression of dissatisfaction with our society, and of yearning to return to 
the tribal group’.  

 5a.4.6 British infl uence 
 By the early 1960s, Britain had recovered from the destruction of the war and had become a centre of both 
fashion and music. London took over from Paris and Milan as the fashion capital of the world. One of the 
leading British fashion designers was Mary Quant (1934–). She tailored clothes with higher hemlines in a 
style that expressed the greater sense of freedom of the post-war generation of young women. Named after 

   SOURCE 11  Photograph from a performance of the musical  Hair  in Vienna in 1969 
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her favourite car, the Mini Minor, Quant’s ‘mini skirt’ became a worldwide fashion sensation. A mini skirt 
caused quite a stir in Australia when top fashion model Jean Shrimpton wore a dress with a hemline that 
was 10 centimetres above her knees to the Derby Day races in Melbourne in 1965. This was considered 
by many people to be inappropriate attire (see the Practise your historical skills section at the end of this 
topic).

A hugely significant British musical influence came out of the industrial city of Liverpool on the north-
western coast of England. Three Liverpool teenagers, John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison, 
had been playing music together in various groups since 1957 (their ages ranged from 15 to 17 at that 
time). In 1960, they adopted the name The Beatles. In 1962, Ringo Starr replaced the original drummer 
and, in May 1963, The Beatles had their first number one hit, From Me to You. On the basis of this, the 
band’s manager, Brian Epstein, decided to try to break into the American market, something that no other 
British group had been able to do. It turned out to be an extraordinary success — the musical influence of 
The Beatles continues to this day.

British influence in the key areas of music and fashion spread throughout much of the world, and Aus-
tralia was no exception. Young Australians, keen to be at the heart of the cultural change that was hap-
pening, flocked to Britain to join in the fun and freedom of the ‘swinging sixties’. Jenny Kee was among 
them.

Born to Chinese and Italian parents in Sydney in 1947, as a teenager Jenny started out as a fashion model. 
She headed to London in 1965 and soon became involved in the fashion scene. This included working at 
Biba, one of the first stores to sell fashion at a price that was affordable to the average working girl. She 
returned to Sydney in 1973 and, drawing on her British experience, set up her own store, Flamingo Park, 
in the Strand Arcade.

SOURCE 12 An attempt to explain the Beatles success in the United States

It is impossible to find any one reason why America fell so quickly to the Beatles. Certainly they were fresh 
and different … Their hair was outrageously long for the times, and their exaggerated Scouse accents won 
hardened press hearts. They were witty, dominating press conferences with clever off-the-cuff remarks. The 
timing of the visit was also fortunate. The Beatles arrived at the end of a winter of mourning over the loss 
of President John F. Kennedy. The Beatles could never be a Kennedy substitute in political terms, but they 
seem to have been in emotional terms. The excitement of Beatlemania heralded the end of mourning and the 
start of a new era. The Beatles found themselves the focus of all the dreams and hopes that Kennedy had 
inspired.

Above everything was the music. It was a simple fact that the Beatles wrote great pop songs. In 1964 they 
produced consecutive number ones with Can’t Buy Me Love, A Hard Day’s Night and I Feel Fine.

From Bernie Howitt, Rock Through History, Longman Cheshire, Melbourne, 1989.

SOURCE 13 Extract from an interview with Australian fashion designer Jenny Kee

Australia was a very, very bland place in the early sixties and we were young people crying out for 
change …

I had the good fortune of meeting the Beatles and I knew it was happening in London and it certainly 
wasn’t happening in Australia and that beat me a path to London and I arrived there in 1965.
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Jenny cites meeting the Beatles as the impetus for 
her move to London. The Beatles’ visit to Australia 
seemed like a life-changing event for many young 
people at the time — in 1964, Australia, like America, 
was well and truly in the grip of ‘Beatlemania’.

The Beatles in Australia
The Beatles’ tour of Australia in June 1964 — just a 
few months after the American and European tours 
— was possible only because a deal had been made 
in England in July 1963 before the band had become 
famous. At that time it was agreed that the band 
would tour for only $2000 a week.

The tour was a hectic one. In just three weeks 
the band performed 32 concerts in eight different 
cities: Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane 
in Australia and Wellington, Auckland, Dunedin and 
Christchurch in New Zealand. Wherever the Beatles 
went, there were crowds not seen before in Australia. 
In Adelaide it was estimated that there was a crowd 
of 300 000, which at that time was one-third of Ade-
laide’s population. The band performed in Sydney in a 
boxing stadium at Rushcutters Bay, which at the time 
was the only venue big enough to host major shows.

For the next three years the Beatles had a series of 
hits, and at one stage they held the first five places on the American charts. They also toured extensively. 

SOURCE 14 The Beatles featured on the cover of 
Life magazine on 28 August 1964.

SOURCE 15 A photograph of part of the huge crowd of fans who lined the streets in 
Melbourne in 1964 trying to catch a glimpse of the ‘Fab Four’
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However, the pressure of public attention and the fact that the music could not be heard over the screaming 
of the audience resulted in the band deciding in 1966 to no longer perform in public.

In the last years of the 1960s, the band members began to follow different paths and they recorded their last 
album Abbey Road in 1969 and disbanded in 1970, to the utter dismay of their millions of fans across the globe.

SOURCE 16 A woman recalls the Beatles’ visit to Melbourne in June 1964.

The day The Beatles arrived in Melbourne was chaos — crowds at the airport and later outside the Melbourne 
Town Hall, where they appeared on the balcony. They were given a reception and the keys to the city. Streets 
were absolutely jammed tight with screaming girls, and every vantage point was taken to view them on the 
Town Hall balcony. I would have loved to have taken a ‘sickie’ off work but couldn’t.

The Southern Cross Hotel, where The Beatles were staying, was only around the corner from my work and 
I planned to nip around there in my lunch-hour to see them and nip back to work. Ha Ha, little did I know! 
Nobody at work would change lunch-hours and I was devastated when I couldn’t get away, I almost cried 
all afternoon. But the next day when I read the newspaper, I realised what a terrible crush there had been at 
the hotel, police to control crowds, streets jammed, I would never have got out! The CBD of Melbourne was 
brought to a halt by The Beatles and Beatlemania had hit Melbourne in a big way.

That night my sister and I saw their concert at the Stadium (Festival Hall) … I really wasn’t impressed; they 
had no stage presence in my opinion, and certainly no rapport with the audience, no chat, jokes, nothing. 
Very dour. They played, mumbled a few words, and went off. Everything was completely drowned out by 
the incessant screaming of all the girls, it was horrible. We came out with a headache. That was my close 
encounter with the legendary Beatles — and I just wasn’t all that impressed! I only wish I’d kept the program 
and tickets; they would be worth a lot now!

Extract from Living Memory website, www.seniors.gov.au.

5a.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. What were the two musical influences Elvis brought together in his music?
2. Why did Detroit have such a large African American population?
3. There were many categories of popular music in the 1960s. What type of music was associated with each 

of the following?
(a) Peter, Paul and Mary
(b) Bill Haley
(c) The Beach Boys
(d) Stevie Wonder

4. (a) Make a list of the things that hippies wanted.
 (b) Make a similar list of things that the hippies would reject.
5. Which US city was seen as the centre of hippie culture?
6. Match each of the events in the left-hand column below with the correct date in the right-hand column.W

Event Date

The Seekers declared Australian of the Year 1956

Bill Haley performs in Australia 1957

Six O’Clock Rock begins on the ABC 1958

Ourimbah Rock Festival 1959

First television in Australia 1963

(Continued)
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Research and communicate
7. The poster in SOURCE 10 calls the Woodstock festival an ‘Aquarian Exposition’. Research the connection 

between the ‘Age of Aquarius’ and the hippie movement.
8. There were many other significant Australian singers and groups in the 1960s. Research one of these and 

prepare a brief PowerPoint presentation outlining your findings. Artists you might choose from include:
• Glenn Shorrock
• Billy Thorpe and the Aztecs
• Ray Brown and the Whispers.

9. Popular music today takes many different forms. Choose one type of music, describe its special features and 
research one group who plays or played it.

10. Collect a series of images of Jenny Kee’s designs and write about the possible influences on these.

Develop source skills
11. Who were the Supremes and from which US city did the band come?
12. What evidence does SOURCE 1 provide to show that the British monarchy was itself affected by changes in 

the 1960s?
13. Refer to SOURCE 3 and answer the following questions.

(a) How does the band’s dress compare with a typical rock group today?
(b) What similarities does it still have with the typical rock group?
(c) Why would this music have been particularly popular on the east coast of Australia?

14. Refer to SOURCE 4. Although the dress of Johnny O’Keefe and his band seems conservative in comparison to 
a modern rock group, in what ways were their clothing and the style of their performance still unconventional?

15. Refer to SOURCE 5 and answer the following questions.
(a) In SOURCE 5 comparing Bandstand and Six O’Clock Rock, what does George Negus define as:

(i) the different audiences they catered for
(ii) the different types of music they played?

(c) How are these differences indicated in the different titles for the two shows?
(d) Why do you think rock’n’roll and television have had a ‘lasting relationship’?

16. Identify aspects of Lillian Roxon’s description of The Seekers in SOURCE 7 that are supported by the photo in 
SOURCE 6.

17. Outline the reasons given for the popularity of The Seekers.
18. Refer to SOURCE 8 and answer the following questions.

(a) How old was Pattie Amphlett when she went to Vietnam?
(b) What did she think she gained from the experience?

19. Several features of the hippie movement are listed in the text.
(a) Find examples of each of these in SOURCES 9 and 10.
(b) What other aspects of the hippie movement are shown in these sources?

20. From a study of SOURCE 11 and the text, what connections can be made between Hair and the hippie 
movement?

21. One of the most popular songs from Hair was Age of Aquarius. What connection does this have with 
Woodstock (see SOURCE 10)?

22. According to SOURCE 12, what personal characteristics of the Beatles appealed to the Americans?
23. President Kennedy had been assassinated in November 1963 (SOURCE 12).

(a) Why had this assassination had such an effect on the American people?
(b) What did the Beatles offer in return?

24. Refer to SOURCE 16 and answer the following questions.
(a) What evidence is there that this woman was initially affected by what was called ‘Beatlemania’?
(b) Why was she eventually unimpressed by the actual concert?

Event Date

Bandstand begins on television 1967

Jenny Kee opens Flamingo Park 1969

First Seekers album released 1970

The musical Hair staged in Sydney 1973
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  5a.5  The impact of television and communication 
technologies 
 5a.5.1 Changing technologies 
 Popular culture depends on a medium that can create and bring together a mass audience. In the early 
twentieth century, this was the newspaper. From the 1920s to the 1950s, cinema, radio and mass circulation 
magazines also played an important role. 

 But it was the introduction of television that would play the most signifi cant role in the development 
of popular culture in the post-war period. Although television had existed in the United States and Britain 
before World War II, it was not until after the war that its popularity took off. Television transmission 
in Australia commenced in 1956 and, with improvements in reception and affordability in the following 
years, television ownership increased throughout the 1960s. Much of the early programming came from 
the United States and, in this way, American infl uence found its way into Australian homes in a way that 
previously had not been possible. 

 During the 1960s and 1970s there 
were further important developments 
in television. The outside broad-
casting truck made possible the direct 
transmission of news and sporting 
events, and the increasing use of sat-
ellite transmission in the second half 
of the 1960s meant that events any-
where around the world could be seen 
immediately in Australian homes. On 
20 July 1969, Australian schools and 
businesses stopped to watch a live tel-
ecast of the Apollo 11 landing on the 
Moon. Colour television was intro-
duced in 1975 and within three years 
more than half of the households in 
Sydney and Melbourne had a colour 
television set. 

 As in Britain and the United States, 
developments in television had wide-
ranging effects on many aspects of 
popular culture in Australia, including 
radio, music, cinema and sport.  

 5a.5.2 Effect on radio 
 The introduction of television had a profound impact on radio. Where families had once gathered around 
the radio for their evening entertainment, this role was gradually taken over by television. Previously pop-
ular radio formats such as quizzes were adapted for this new medium and live variety programs and dramas 
were also popular. The introduction of outside broadcasting vans meant that sporting events could also be 
shown live on television. Many people thought that radio might not survive, but by adapting to suit dif-
ferent audiences, radio has continued to remain an important social medium. 

 Commercial FM radio was introduced in 1980. This enabled programs to be transmitted in stereo, pro-
ducing a quality of sound far superior to that of the older AM radio format. The new FM radio stations 

   SOURCE 1  Photograph of a family watching television in the 
late 1950s 
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focused on presenting music — generally choosing a particular target audience. Some stations focused on 
the teen and young adult market, playing pop and contemporary rock music. Others looked to an older 
audience, playing ‘classic rock’ from the 1960s and 1970s (and later the 1980s and 1990s) — music from 
the time when their intended audience was young. Other stations presented classical music programs. Sta-
tions such as the ABC’s Triple J have focused on presenting less mainstream music, championing inde-
pendent and Australian musical artists.

The AM stations, on the other hand, have tended to focus on discussion and news-based programming. 
The ABC, for instance, added a new station that broadcast Federal Parliament when it was in session and 
continuous news at other times. Some commercial AM stations focused on the talkback format, in which 
listeners could phone in with their comments. Commercial talkback radio has tended to be popular with an 
older, more conservative audience, and has often played on fears about issues such as law and order, and 
migration.

5a.5.3 Effect on sport
The introduction of television and the ability to present live broadcasts of sporting events began a process 
of enormous change in Australian and international sport.

Colour television was particularly suited to sporting coverage. It added to the spectacle of sport, and 
sports adapted their dress and rules to the new medium. Cricketers traditionally played in white uniforms 
and a match would cover four innings over five days. With the introduction of World Series Cricket, Head 
of Channel 9 Kerry Packer brought in changes to make the game more attractive for television viewers. 
Opposing teams were dressed in bright colours, and limited-over one-day and day–night matches were 
introduced.

Since the 1980s, sports such as rugby league and Australian Rules football have followed similar paths — 
they needed to produce a product to sell to commercial television companies, and use this in turn to attract 
money from commercial sponsors. The three television networks were now national organisations and the 
sports saw the need to expand their supporter base to appeal to a national audience.

Rugby league first expanded, with the addition of Canberra and Illawarra to the competition in 1982, 
followed by Brisbane, Newcastle and the Gold Coast in 1988, and Perth and Auckland in 1995. In 1998, it 
underwent an organisational transformation to become the National Rugby League (NRL), which saw the 
introduction of a Melbourne team to the competition — an important step in increasing the national support 
base of the sport.

SOURCE 2 Comments of a social historian about talkback radio

While talkback can harness disaffection, racism and xenophobia, it can also entertain, provide information and 
provide a sense of belonging. When Canberra talkback caller ‘Sylvia from Turner’ died in a house fire in 2003, 
fellow listeners described their grief, one caller explaining: ‘Truthfully, I was a ridiculous blubbering mess, and 
I didn’t even know her.’

The host was crucial to successful talkback, and they were increasingly required to exhibit strong opinions 
to generate reaction. An extreme case of this was Ron Casey, who was suspended from his talkback position 
in 1987 when he advised a woman who complained her husband had been excluded from a CES job creation 
program to see a plastic surgeon to have his eyes made ‘slopey, slopey, one-uppy, one-downy’. Successful 
talkback hosts tended to be male, middle-aged, highly opinionated and (usually) conservative, and presented 
themselves as aware of ‘ordinary’ people’s concerns but simultaneously influential with those in power.

One of the main accusations levelled at the talkback format is that it fuelled racist or xenophobic sentiment, 
exemplified by the role played by talkback host Alan Jones in amplifying the anti-Muslim feeling that erupted 
into the Cronulla riots in 2005.

From Michelle Arrow 2009, Friday on our minds: Popular culture in Australia since 1945, 
University of New South Wales Press, p. 175.
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In Australian Rules football, the South Melbourne club relocated to New South Wales to become the 
Sydney Swans in 1982. The West Coast Eagles and Brisbane Bears (later to become the Brisbane Lions, 
after their merger with Fitzroy) were added to the competition in 1987. In 1990, the Victorian Football 
League (VFL) changed its name to the Australian Football League (AFL), reflecting its move to become a 
national competition. With the inclusion of teams from South Australia (Adelaide Crows in 1991, Port Ade-
laide Power in 1997), and second teams from Western Australia (Fremantle in 1995), Queensland (Gold 
Coast Suns in 2011) and New South Wales (Greater Western Sydney in 2012), the AFL has established a 
strong national support base and, similarly to rugby league and cricket, has changed enormously as a result 
of the role of television in Australian life.

Sport has been good business for the tel-
evision stations. Sports programming has 
been a cost-effective way of meeting local 
content quota requirements, and has also 
attracted advertisers keen to promote their 
products to the large audiences that sports 
programs draw.

The link between television and sport also 
helped cigarette companies. When restric-
tions were placed on advertising cigarettes 
because of the health concerns associated 
with smoking, they used the sponsorship 
of sport to promote their brand name: Win-
field promoted rugby league and Benson 
and Hedges promoted cricket. This has now 
been banned.

5a.5.4 Later changes in technology
New technologies that appeared in the early 1980s have revolutionised the ways we are entertained and the 
ways in which we communicate. The video cassette recorder (VCR) arrived in Australia in 1979 and by the 
mid 1980s became affordable enough for most families to be able to purchase one. By 1990, almost 70 per 
cent of homes had a VCR. The VCR was also a boon for migrant communities as they could hire and watch 
movies in their own languages. Once recorders became affordable, people could record television programs 
and watch them at a time that suited them. They could also hire and watch tapes of recent movies on their 
own television. The proliferation of the VCR led to a significant drop in cinema attendance in the mid 1980s, 
prompting a range of measures by cinema operators to try to lure audiences back. These included the intro-
duction of multiplex cinemas with multiple screens to allow the screening of more movies with more session 
times, surround sound and larger screens. In recent years, cinemas have introduced other features such as the 
‘premium movie experience’, including recliner lounge seating and meals and drinks service during the movie.

Early digital technology
However, the biggest impact in the last 30 years has been caused by digital technologies. With the develop-
ment of the silicon integrated circuit microchip, the size of computers was able to be reduced dramatically. 
Whereas computers would once have filled entire rooms, they could now be made to fit on a desktop. As a 
result, the early 1980s saw the first widespread introduction of personal computers into businesses and then 
homes, with the Apple IIe and the Commodore 64. Both of these had a random access memory (RAM) of 
only 64 kilobytes.

The first compact discs (CDs) were produced in 1982. On a CD the music was recorded digitally and this 
meant that, unlike cassette tapes and vinyl records, exact copies could be made without any deterioration 
in the sound.

SOURCE 3 Picture of Rugby League scoreboard featuring 
cigarette sponsorship
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A primitive internet was born when, 
in 1984, a few American universities 
linked their computers with modems 
and telephone lines. However, because 
people were working with many dif-
ferent computer systems, a common 
language — called a protocol — had to 
be devised if all computers were to be 
able to communicate with each other. 
Many people contributed to this, but its 
final form — called hypertext — was 
created in 1990 by computer scientist 
Tim Berners-Lee to allow physicists 
in different universities to share data. 
Berners-Lee decided not to patent this 
but to make it available to anyone who 
wanted to use it. By the late 1990s, the 
World Wide Web, as he called it, had taken off.

In the early 1990s, most home computers were connected to the internet 
by dialling a telephone number provided by an internet provider (‘dial 
up’), and download speeds were very slow. Telephone calls could not be 
made while the internet was being used. As people moved to ADSL (asym-
metric digital subscriber line), download speeds increased and it was not 
long before it became possible for people to stream movies and television 
programs directly to their home computers or television screens.

The rapid rise of digital technology
In the late 1990s, the DVD (digital versatile disc) began to replace the 
VCR. It was ‘versatile’ because it could store and record visual data as 
well as data from a computer. The DVD first appeared in Japan in 1996 
and in Australia in 1999. It had many advantages over the VCR. Because 
the images on a DVD were digitally recorded, they would play back per-
fectly each time unless the surface was damaged physically. DVDs could 
also offer choices such as subtitles or scene selection and they were light, 
easy to store and easy to copy — legally or illegally.

Digital cameras and video cameras were introduced that stored images 
on tiny cards. Video cameras could be extremely light so reporters could 
obtain images from the most remote parts of the world. People could also 
make their own videos and share them with others by uploading to the 
internet.

In the world of cinema, digital technologies such as computer-gener-
ated imaging (CGI) have allowed film-makers to create extraordinary spe-
cial effects and animations that were previously impossible to imagine.

Digital technologies have also affected the music industry, with 
numerous artists now choosing to build their following through an online 
audience, rather than through traditional music recording and distribution 
channels. Artists can become overnight global sensations, as demonstrated 
by Korean performer Psy’s 2012 release Gangnam Style, which had over 
1.7 billion YouTube hits.

SOURCE 4 A computer-based office in the mid 1980s

SOURCE 5 A mobile phone 
from the early 1990s
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 The rapid growth in mobile phone technology — from its development in the late 1980s, when phones 
were referred to as ‘bricks’ and could cost around $4000 each, to today’s slimline, lightweight devices that 
allow the user not just to make phone calls but also to send text messages, take photos and record videos 
and to be online almost anywhere, at any time. The popularity of social networking forums such as Face-
book and Twitter and the development of interactive television programming mean people from around the 
globe can be connected instantly — making the spread of popular culture easier than ever before.   

  5a.6  Contributions to international sport 
 5a.6.1 The Olympic Games 
 The 1950s and 1960s have been called the golden age of Australian sport. It was a time when Australian 
athletes, male and female, dominated the world in many areas. Our success in sport was helped by our 
climate, which encourages people to be active all year round. Also the introduction of the fi ve-day, 40-hour 

 5a.5 Activities 
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Black and white television fi rst arrived in Australia in 1956, but it was available only in capital cities and not 

many people could afford to buy a television for their homes. Make a list of the advances between 1956 and 
1978, when more than half of Australian households had a colour television.  

2.   What different audiences were catered for by AM and FM radio?  
3.   What were the advantages of the VCR and the DVD for migrant communities in Australia?  
4.   What advantages did music recorded on compact discs have over that recorded on vinyl records or 

magnetic tapes?  
5.   Why was the creation of hypertext important to the development of the modern internet?  
6.   What advantages did ADSL have over dial-up as a way of accessing the internet?  
7.   What does the ‘V’ in DVD stand for?   

 Research 
8.    By referring to specifi c events, make a list of the ways in which advances in television and communication 

technologies have changed one of the following. 
•    Our access to world news 
•    The organisation of a particular sport 
•    The music industry     

 Develop source skills 
9.    Refer to SOURCE 2 and answer the following questions. 

(a)    List the (i) positive and (ii) negative effects of talkback radio.  
(b)   What was Ron Casey implying when he spoke to a woman whose husband had not been offered a CES 

(Commonwealth Employments Service) program?  
(c)   Why do some people believe that Alan Jones contributed to the  Cronulla riots  of 2005?    

10.   Look at SOURCE 3. Why would this have been an effective way of advertising, even though it does not 
specifi cally mention cigarettes?   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 �    Global media   
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week and four weeks’ annual leave in 1947 
increased the amount of leisure time available.

Another factor operated in the 1950s and 
1960s — Australia did not suffer as Europe 
had during World War II. In Europe, many 
countries had been devastated by bombing 
and battles fought on their soil and would not 
recover until the 1960s. Sport for them was a 
lower priority.

One highlight of the period was the 
hosting of the Olympic Games by Mel-
bourne in 1956, the same year that televi-
sion was introduced. Although Australia had 
participated in the Olympic Games from 
the first modern games in Athens in 1896, 
this was the first time that the games had 
been held in the southern hemisphere and 
only the third time it had been held outside 
Europe (the other two times were in the 
United States).

There were 145 events and Australia won 35 
medals. The leading medal winners were the 
Soviet Union with 98 medals and the United 
States with 74, but both these countries had pop-
ulations 30 times the size of Australia. Twelve 
of Australia’s gold medals were shared between 
swimming and athletics. Dawn Fraser and 
Murray Rose won medals in swimming, while in athletics Betty Cuthbert won both the 100- and 200-metre 
sprints and Shirley Strickland won the 80-metre hurdles.

Dawn Fraser went on to win gold medals at the Rome Olympics in 1960 and the Tokyo Olympics in 1964. 
She won another six gold medals in the Commonwealth Games in Cardiff, Wales, in 1958 and Perth in 1962.

By the 1970s Australia’s results started to fall behind; and in the 1976 Olympic Games held in Montreal, 
Canada, Australia won a total of only five 
medals — one silver and four bronze. Concern 
about this prompted the government to set up 
the Australian Institute of Sport to develop and 
support potential athletes.

At the 1996 Olympics held in Atlanta 
in the United States, Australia achieved a 
total of 41 medals; and in the 2000 Olym-
pics held in Sydney, Australia won a total 
of 58 medals, including 16 gold. One of 
the highlights of the Sydney Olympic 
Games was Cathy Freeman’s win in the 
400 metres final. Australia’s results were 
similar in Athens in 2004 and Beijing in 
2008, but in London in 2012 the medal 
tally dropped again to 35, with just seven 
of these being gold.

SOURCE 1 The ABC recording of the 1956 Olympics

SOURCE 2 Photograph of Cathy Freeman winning the 
400 metre final at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney
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5a.6.2 Tennis and squash
Australia dominated world tennis from the 1950s to the 1970s. In the 18 years from 1950–67 Australian teams 
won the Davis Cup 15 times, losing on only three occasions to the United States. Players such as Lew Hoad, 
Ken Rosewall and Rod Laver dominated men’s tennis in the 1950s and 1960s, sometimes playing each other 
in the Wimbledon finals. In the 1960s Rod Laver won 
the Grand Slam twice. During the same era and into the 
early 1970s, Australia’s Margaret Court won Wimbledon 
three times, the French and US Opens five times each, 
and the Australian Open 11 times. Considered by some to 
be the greatest female tennis player of all time, Court won 
the Mixed Doubles Grand Slam in 1963 and 1965 and the 
singles Grand Slam in 1970.

In 1971, Margaret Court lost the Wimbledon final to 
a 19-year-old Indigenous Australian, Evonne Goolagong. 
Evonne was one of the world’s leading players in the 
1970s and early 1980s, when she won 14 Grand Slam 
titles: seven in singles (four Australian Opens, two Wim-
bledon and one French Open), six in women’s doubles 
and one in mixed doubles.

Another outstanding Australian sportswoman is Heather 
McKay, who dominated international women’s squash for 
two decades. In the 1960s and 1970s, the British Open 
was effectively the squash world championship. Heather 
McKay won this event 16 years in a row from 1962 to 
1977. Her abilities extended to other sports as well — she 
was a member of the Australian Women’s Hockey Team 
in 1967 and 1971, and from the late 1970s to mid 1980s 
she won numerous racquetball championship titles in the 
United States and Canada.

SOURCE 3 Lew Hoad and Ken Rosewall, 
both 19 years old, hold the Davis Cup after 
winning it from the United States in 1953.

SOURCE 4 An extract from a newspaper article in 1970 on Evonne Goolagong

‘Tag’ replaced by stamp of Champion
When Evonne Goolagong won her Federation Cup match in Perth yesterday she probably hoped she had 
become simply a tennis player.

Since she first came to prominence as a spindle-legged nine-year old, 10 years ago, she has had the 
‘Aboriginal’ tag attached to her every tennis feat.

She has grown a bit tired of this.
In an interview during her five month tour of Europe this year, she once quietly asked the reporter, ‘Why 

Aboriginal … why not simply Australian’.
Evonne is not ashamed of being an Aboriginal … far from it. She has a fierce pride in her race and is happy 

with her achievements.
It is simply that she wants to be recognised for what she is — as she proved conclusively at King’s Park 

yesterday — a very fine tennis player …
While it would be a perfect ending to a fairytale that Evonne swept all before her in her first attempt at 

Wimbledon unfortunately it’s not the case.
Still this young girl from Barellan could make them sit up and take notice when she returns to Wimbledon this 

year …

Alan Clarkson, The Sydney Morning Herald, 29 December 1970, p. 11.
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5a.6.3 Cricket
When the cricket tests resumed after World War II, Australia continued to dominate the Ashes against Eng-
land. Don Bradman, who had led the team to victories in the 1930s, remained as captain. The team that 
went to England in 1948 was known as the Invincibles; out of 34 matches, they won 27 and drew 7, but by 
the 1960s, many of the great bowlers had retired and matches often ended in a draw.

In the early 1970s, the ABC held a cricket broadcasting agreement with the Australian Cricket Board. 
In 1976, when Kerry Packer’s attempt to gain cricket broadcasting rights for Channel 9 failed, he set up 
an alternative competition called World Series Cricket, and contracted many key Australian and inter-
national players. Eventually the Australian Cricket Board came to an agreement with Packer, but this 
dispute, combined with controversy over a tour of South Africa, weakened Australian cricket for some 
years. However, from 1990 to 2010 Australian cricket returned to its former greatness. In this period they 
were unbeaten in all the Ashes series against England except 2005, and won the World Cup series three 
times in a row.

5a.6.4 Football codes
Australian Rules and rugby league remained the dominant football codes and in the 1950s they were still 
closely tied to working-class culture and suburban loyalties. However, this began to change, first with the 
legalisation of poker machines in New South Wales in 1956 and then with the selling of rights to commer-
cial television and later pay TV stations. With the income from the poker machines and televison rights, 
these football codes now became a big business and needed to appeal to a wider audience. New rules 
were brought in to make the game more suitable to commercial television, and players could demand high 
playing fees.

SOURCE 5 Australian cricketers celebrate a tie against South Africa in the 1999 World Cup semi-final. The tie 
allowed them to go on to the final where they defeated Pakistan.
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Before World War II soccer had been played by English immigrants, but after post-war immigration many 
European immigrants, such as the Italians, Dutch and Maltese, formed soccer teams. However, the leading 
star of the 1960s and 1970s was Johnny Warren, who grew up in the working class suburb of Botany in 
south Sydney. Between 1965 and 1974, he played in 42 full international matches and was captain in 24 
of these. He played in Australia’s only World Cup final in Germany in 1974. An important element in the 
popularity of soccer as a sport was the introduction of the Special Broadcasting Network (SBS) with its 
aim ‘to provide multilingual and multicultural radio and television services that inform, educate and enter-
tain all Australians and, in doing so, reflect Australia’s multicultural society’. SBS broadcast matches from 
European competitions and also saw a responsibility to film local matches, whose main support came from 
the migrant community. When SBS introduced advertising, it became easier for soccer to obtain sponsors.

Rugby union
Rugby union was slower to adapt. Up until the late 1970s, it had to rely on ABC Television for its coverage. 
It did not have a large team base in the states to build on and concentrated on international and regional 
competitions. This began with the first World Cup in 1987, hosted by Australia and New Zealand. Sixteen 
nations took part, with the New Zealand All Blacks defeating France in the final. The second tournament 
was hosted in England in 1991 and the Australian Wallabies defeated France in the final. This was also a 
commercial success, making $85 million.

The following year, rugby union was taken up by commercial television and, to ensure interest remained 
high during the four-year period between the World Cup competitions, the Tri-Nations competition between 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa and the Super 12 (later to become the Super 14) competition 
were launched.

SOURCE 6 Photograph of Australian Rules star Ron Barassi kicking a goal for Melbourne 
against Footscray in 1962
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5a.6.5 Women’s sport
Australian sportswomen have achieved enormous international success — both in individual events, such 
as tennis, squash, golf, swimming and track and field events, and in team sports, such as basketball, netball, 
cricket, soccer and hockey — but have never received the same level of media coverage as men’s sport.

The Australian women’s cricket team (nicknamed the Southern Stars) is easily the best in the world. The 
first Australian women’s cricket test series against 
England was played in 1934–35. The Women’s World 
Cup began in 1973 and, in the eight tournaments held 
since, Australia has been champion six times.

The Australian women’s soccer team, the Mat-
ildas, reached the quarter finals of the FIFA Wom-
en’s World Cup in both 2007 and 2011, and are 
ranked in the top ten teams in the world. The Aus-
tralian Netball Diamonds are widely considered the 
most successful international netball team, having 
won 10 of the 13 World Netball Championships 
held every four years since 1963. In international 
hockey, the Australian Hockeyroos have won three 
gold medals in six Olympic Games, the World Cup 
in 1994 and 1998, and Commonwealth Games gold 
medals in 1998 and 2006. From the late 1980s until 
2000, they were ranked number one in the world.

In women’s basketball, the Australian Opals have 
also achieved great success on the international 
sporting stage. They were bronze medallists in the 
World Championships of 1998 and 2002, and gold 
medallists in 2006. The Opals have also won a medal 
in each of the past five Olympic Games — bronze in 
1996 and 2012 and silver in 2000, 2004 and 2008 — 
second only to the dominant United States team.

SOURCE 7 The Hockeyroos celebrate their gold 
medal win at the Sydney Olympics in 2000, their 
third gold medal in Olympic women’s hockey.

5a.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. List the names of those Australian athletes who had high international achievements in each of the following 

sports in the 1950s to 1970s.
(a) Swimming
(b) Tennis
(c) Track events
(d) Squash

2. Australia dominated the Ashes matches in cricket from the 1930s to the 1950s. However, interest in cricket 
weakened during the 1960s. Why was this?

3. By the start of the 1970s the quality of outside broadcasting had improved greatly and in 1975 colour 
television came to Australia. What was its impact on the commercial television broadcasting of cricket at 
the end of the 1970s?

4. What characteristic of soccer in Australia made it seem that SBS was the most suitable station to broadcast 
games?
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  5a.7  Contributions to music, fi lm and television 
 5a.7.1 Music 
 In addition to acts such as The Seekers and Little Pattie, Australia had numerous other internationally suc-
cessful performers in the 1960s. These included The Easybeats, whose 1966 hit,  Friday on My Mind , was 
voted Best Australian Song of all time by the Australasian Performing Right Association in 2001, and The 
Bee Gees, who would go on to become synonymous with the disco era of the 1970s through their music 
soundtrack to the fi lm  Saturday Night Fever . 

 The music scene in Australia has always had a unique fl avour. Most of the rock groups of the 1970s and 
1980s learned their skills on the pub rock circuit where both talent and enormous energy were necessary 
to attract and maintain the attention of the audience. One of the early groups to build up their skills in this 
way was AC/DC. 

 AC/DC toured England in 1976 and had an infl uence on the punk rock scene that was developing there. 
The band then went to the United States, where the energy of its performances attracted a lot of attention. 
Lead singer Bon Scott died in 1980, but by the end of that year the band had found a new lead singer and 
recorded the heavy rock album  Back in Black . The album spent fi ve months in the top 10 in the United 
States. 

 The band Midnight Oil had its origins in the northern Sydney Beach suburbs and was fronted by Peter 
Garrett, who in 2010 became Education Minister in the federal Labor government. Midnight Oil refused to 
appear on music television shows such as the ABC’s  Countdown , and focused on issues such as the threat 
of nuclear warfare and the situation of Indigenous Australians. This included raising concern over the lack 
of a treaty recognising them as the original owners of the land, and the absence of an offi cial recognition of 
the Stolen Generations through failure to make an apology for what had happened. In the closing ceremony 

 Research and communicate 
5.    Choose one sportsperson from the 1950s to 1970s and another from the same sport from a more recent 

time. Research the life of each, and then prepare an interview or PowerPoint presentation describing their 
achievements and noting any differences between time periods.   

 Develop source skills 
6.    Refer to SOURCE 4 and answer the following questions. 

(a)    How old was Evonne Goolagong in 1970?  
(b)   What was her objection to the ‘tag’ Aboriginal always being used to describe her?  
(c)   What was the writer’s prediction about her results in Wimbledon? From the text, in which year was her 

fi rst Wimbledon win?    
7.   What are two ways in which  SOURCE 5  provides evidence of the infl uence of colour television on the 

presentation of cricket?  
8.   Name the Australian women’s teams that have had international success from the 1990s onwards in: 

(a)    soccer  
(b)   hockey  
(c)   cricket.    

9.   List the achievements of each at the international level that are mentioned in the text.  
10.   Research the history in the last two years of the three teams mentioned.  
11.   Why do you think women’s teams do not get the same amount of publicity as men’s sport?   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 �    Politics and sport   
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of the 2000 Sydney Olympics, Indigenous band Yothu Yindi sang  Treaty  and Midnight Oil sang  Beds are 
Burning  — a song about returning Aboriginal land — while wearing black suits with ‘Sorry’ written across 
them.  

 Other groups that achieved international success 
in the 1980s and 1990s included Air Supply, Little 
River Band, Men at Work, INXS and Crowded 
House. 

 Throughout the 1990s and into the 2000s, 
changes in liquor licensing laws and an increasing 
number of venues swapping live music for poker 
machines led to fears that Australia’s unique con-
temporary live music scene would not survive. But 
two other developments ensured its continuation: 
ABC rock station Triple J becoming a national 
broadcaster and championing local music, and 
the staging of independent music festivals all 
over Australia. The fi rst Big Day Out was held 
in Sydney in 1992. Other forms of contemporary 
music were presented at places like the Woodford 
Folk Festival in south-east Queensland, the Byron 
Bay Bluesfest (starting in 1990) on the New South Wales north coast and the WOMADelaide Festival 
(1992) for world music and dance. These festivals, which have grown in popularity over the years, have 
presented a huge number and range of both Australian and international acts to an ever-increasing audience. 

 The local group who achieved perhaps the greatest success overseas in the 1990s was Silverchair, 
from Newcastle. The group members were in high school when, in 1994, they won a national competition 
run by Triple J and the SBS program  Nomad . They were only 15 when they recorded their debut album, 
 Frogstomp , and became the fi rst Australian act to be in the US Billboard Top 10 since INXS.  

   SOURCE 1  Peter Garrett with Midnight Oil performing 
at the closing ceremony of the Sydney Olympics in 
2000 

   SOURCE 2  Silverchair performing in 2006 
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5a.7.2 Film
Unable to compete with the strength of its UK and US 
counterparts in the 1950s and 1960s, the Australian film 
industry found itself in an almost terminal slump. How-
ever, as a result of a number of government initiatives in 
the early 1970s, including the establishment of entities 
such as the Australian Film Development Corporation, 
the National Film and Television Training School and 
the Australian Film Commission — set up in order to 
help produce internationally competitive films — the 
industry was revitalised. Comedies such as The Adven-
tures of Barry McKenzie (1972) and Alvin Purple (1973) 
played up the larrikin side of the Australian character. 
But the 1970s also saw the production of some iconic 
drama classics of Australian film, including Picnic at 
Hanging Rock (1975), directed by Peter Weir, and My 
Brilliant Career (1979), starring Judy Davis.

In the 1980s, many movies explored a variety of periods 
in Australia’s past. Reflecting the new sense of nationalism 
developing at the time, two Australian movies had strong 
anti-British sentiment: Breaker Morant in 1980 and Gal-
lipoli in 1981. However, the standout Australian film in 
terms of popularity and international commercial success 
was Paul Hogan’s Crocodile Dundee. It was a romantic 
action comedy that told the story of a crocodile hunter 
who travelled from outback Australia to New York city. 
It remains the highest grossing Australian film ever pro-
duced, earning $48 million in Australia and $328 million 
worldwide.

SOURCE 3 A scene from Crocodile Dundee 
showing Mick Dundee (Paul Hogan) in New 
York

SOURCE 4 A description of the story of Crocodile Dundee. After meeting crocodile hunter Mick Dundee (Paul 
Hogan) in the Northern Territory, sophisticated New York reporter Sue Charlton (played by Linda Kozlowski) 
takes him back to New York.

Having seen how snugly Dundee fits into his unique bush environment, Sue, realising the potential of stories 
about the bushman in the city of seven million, invites him to travel with her back to New York. But the new 
environment fails to throw Dundee, who deals with big city life in the same off-hand manner he’s always used 
in the bush. He makes friends with his African-American driver (‘What tribe are you from?’), hotel doorman, 
New York city police and prostitutes with his customary laconic ease. He also shows Sue’s uppity fiancé the 
speed of his right cross when he tries to embarrass Dundee by inviting him to order in a sophisticated Italian 
restaurant.

In the film’s most famous scene, Dundee disarms a young mugger who has threatened him with a knife, 
brandishing his own blade with the boast, ‘That’s not a knife. THAT’S a knife.’ The finale, in a crowded New 
York subway station, reunites Sue and Mick for an ending as happy as the rest of this surprisingly engaging 
classic that proved equally entertaining for Australian and American audiences. Those who resided in big 
modern cities and were starved for adventure took do-it-his-way outback Mick into their hearts.

From Des Partridge 2006, 100 Greatest Films of Australian Cinema, 
Ed. S. Hocking, Scribal Publishing, Victoria, 2006. p. 76.
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Other films of this period dealt with more recent history. The Year of Living Dangerously (1982) looked 
at Indonesia during the overthrow of President Sukarno in 1965 and Evil Angels (1988) dramatised the trial 
of Lindy Chamberlain after her baby, Azaria, was taken by a dingo while on a camping trip at Uluru in the 
Northern Territory.

The 1990s saw the production of three distinctively Australian films that have become pop culture icons. 
Two of them — Muriel’s Wedding (1994) and The Castle (1997) — were humorous portrayals of suburban 
life, while Priscilla, Queen of the Desert was a musical comedy about three drag queens travelling by bus 
from Sydney to central Australia.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, a number of films reflected on European–Indigenous relations. These 
included Dead Heart (1996), The Tracker (2002) and Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002). One Night the Moon 
(2001) was based on a true story of a girl who went missing in 1932. It was directed and co-written by 
Rachel Perkins, the daughter of Indigenous rights activist Charles Perkins (see section 4.6 in Topic 4) with 
songs written by Australian singer/songwriter Paul Kelly.

The skills of Australian directors, cinematographers and actors have been recognised internationally. 
These include Gillian Armstrong, Baz Luhrmann and Peter Weir as directors, Bruce Beresford as a director 
and cinematographer and actors Cate Blanchett, Judy Davis, Mel Gibson, Guy Pearce, Toni Collette, Nicole 
Kidman, Geoffrey Rush, Sam Neill, Hugh Jackman, Heath Ledger and others.

With the establishment of Fox Studios Australia in Sydney in 1998, Australia now plays host to some of 
the most elaborate film productions. Films such as The Matrix and the latest Star Wars episodes have been 
produced here, using the talents and skills of many Australians who work in the industry.

5a.7.3 World movies
Australians are now able to watch movies from all around the world. SBS television has introduced many 
people to foreign movies and they are also available on DVDs. With subtitling, language is no barrier. Cin-
emas run international film festivals that are enthusiastically attended by both native language speakers and 
those who rely completely on subtitles for their understanding of the films.

The Indian Hindi film industry, known as Bollywood, is now one of the biggest centres of film produc-
tion in the world. Bollywood produces hundreds of movies each year, from musicals and romance stories to 
action and ‘Indian Mafia’ films. Australian director Baz Luhrmann has said that his blockbuster hit Moulin 
Rouge was inspired by the style of Bollywood musicals. In turn, the success of Moulin Rouge inspired 
other international film hits such as Mamma Mia, Hairspray and Slumdog Millionaire, which won eight 
Academy Awards.

SOURCE 5 A film critic comments on Rabbit-Proof Fence and its director Phillip Noyce.

Despite the sensitive nature of the subject matter, the political agenda takes a welcome back seat in favour 
of the human element. But that’s not to say that Noyce doesn’t resort to heavy-handed tactics when the 
screenplay demands it — witness the painful and protracted moment when the girls are taken; the defenceless 
kids staring from between the bars of their holding cage; or the starched wimples of the Mooree River nuns 
reinforcing white authority. Moreover, the fact that Aboriginal children were still being forcibly removed from 
their families as late as 1970 provides a sobering footnote to the film…

Regardless of the marketing, Rabbit-Proof Fence is no knee-jerk attempt at an apology. While there’s 
undeniably a pertinent message here for all Australians (whether they like it or not), the film’s overall concern 
is the unwritten maxim of screen true stories — the remarkable ability of the human spirit to triumph over 
adversity. By opting for sincerity over sentiment, Noyce has effectively turned a shameful chapter in our 
nation’s history into an emotionally resonant outback adventure.

From Scott Hocking 2006, 100 Greatest Films of Australian Cinema, 
Ed. S. Hocking, Scribal Publishing, Victoria, 2006. p. 176.
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In recent years, a number of Bollywood films have been shot on location in Australia, and Australian 
actress Tania Zaetta has even made the move into performing in these Indian productions.

5a.7.4 Television
Commercial and ABC television have produced some great miniseries, mainly based on historical events. 
These include: A Town like Alice (1981); The Dismissal (1983), about the end of the Whitlam government; 
and Bodyline (1984), about a controversial cricket test series in the 1930s. There have also been longer-run-
ning serial dramas beginning with The Sullivans (1976–82), Neighbours (begun in 1985) and Home and 
Away (begun in 1988).

Neighbours is broadcast in over 50 countries. Its highest ratings are in the United Kingdom, where three 
million viewers watch the daytime episode. It has brought the inhabitants of Ramsay Street in an idealised 
suburban location to the rest of the world. The exterior scenes are actually filmed in Pin Oak Court in the 
Melbourne suburb of South Vermont.

Kylie Minogue had her first major acting role playing Charlene Mitchell in Neighbours for two years 
from 1986 until 1988. Almost 20 million viewers in the United Kingdom watched Charlene marry Scott 
Robinson (played by Jason Donovan) in 1987.

Kylie is one of a number of Australian ‘soapie’ performers who have gone on to international careers. 
Others include singers Delta Goodrem and Natalie Imbruglia and actor Guy Pearce.

Television drama has traditionally been expensive to produce, so to fill out local content quotas other 
types of program have also been produced. Lifestyle programs, such as Burke’s Backyard (1987–2004) 
on commercial television and Gardening Australia on the ABC, proved relatively cheap to produce and 
attracted a large audience.

Various talent programs have also been produced, such as Australian Idol, which ran from 2003 to 2009. 
Between 2005 and 2007 it was also broadcast on commercial radio. It was also one of the first programs in 
which people could vote by SMS and in most series there were over 20 million SMS votes. Other programs 
have included Dancing with the Stars (2004–), MasterChef (2009–), My Kitchen Rules and task-based 
competition programs such as The Block. Many of these programs have been based on similar shows orig-
inating in Britain or America.

SOURCE 6 Pin Oak Court in suburban Melbourne, where the filming of 
Neighbours takes place
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 Another popular type of program has been so-called ‘reality television’. One of the earliest of these was 
 Sylvania Waters . It was a joint production of the ABC and BBC and fi lmed a family living in a waterside 
suburb of Sydney over a period of six months. The tightly edited version that went to air in 1992 ran for 
12 episodes and made instant celebrities of the participants — a phenomenon that has been repeated with 
other ‘reality’ shows, such as  Big Brother .   

  5a.8  Continuity and change in beliefs and values 
 5a.8.1 Australia in the twenty-fi rst century 
 In many ways, the Australia we know in the fi rst decades of the twenty-fi rst century is very different from 
that at the end of World War II. Many of these changes have been explored through fi lms, television pro-
grams, music and books and have also been covered in different sections of this book. However, despite 
these changes, some essential things have remained. Australia has retained many of its elements that refl ect 
‘fairness’. Its minimum wage for workers is one of the highest in the world and it has social welfare policies 
that help the elderly, the unemployed and the sick. Australia also has a strong democratic system, with each 
person’s vote carrying equal weight. Some areas in which changes have taken place include the following. 

 5a.7 Activities 
 To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.     

 Check knowledge and understanding 
1.    Match each of the following descriptions with an Australian music group mentioned in this section. 

•    Infl uenced punk rock music in England in 1976 and then toured the United States 
•    Included a focus on Indigenous and environmental issues and sang in the closing ceremony of the 2000 

Sydney Olympics    
2.   What is meant by ‘reality television’? What are its (a) strengths and (b) shortcomings as a form of popular culture?  
3.   Many other important Australian movies have been made in the last 30 years. Research one of these and 

provide an outline of its plot and a description of its category.   

 Develop source skills 
4.    Yothu Yindi and Midnight Oil performed at the closing ceremony of the 2000 Sydney Olympics. What political 

issues were they referring to and what position were they taking in each of the following? 
(a)    The song  Treaty   
(b)   The song  Beds are Burning   
(c)   Displaying the word ‘Sorry’ on their clothes    

5.   From which city did Silverchair come?  
6.   Which two media outlets played an important role in promoting them?  
7.   From a study of the  SOURCE 3  photograph and the  SOURCE 4  description of the plot of  Crocodile Dundee , 

what do you think made the fi lm attractive to viewers both in Australia and internationally?  
8.   What name refers to the Aboriginal children who were removed from their parents as part of government 

policy?  
9.   According to the fi lm critic in SOURCE 5, why is the fi lm more than just a description of a shameful period in 

our history?   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 �    Film and television   
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Gender equality
There has been a slow increase in the recognition of gender equality, and equal opportunity legislation now 
exists that makes it illegal for employers to discriminate on the basis of gender. But the legacy of traditional 
gender roles remains, with a significant gender gap still evident in the relative wages of men and women. 
Despite the fact that there is now general acceptance that women should be able to work in any field they 
choose, the question as to whether true gender equality exists in today’s Australian society is still often 
debated.

Multicultural society
Although some Australians’ attitudes towards refugees have retained the fear of ‘foreign invasion’ that was 
present in the Immigration Restriction Act 1901, since the 1950s migrants have arrived in Australia from 
all around the world. They came from con-
tinental Europe in the 1950s and 1960s, 
from Vietnam and other parts of Asia from 
the 1970s onwards and, more recently, 
migrants have come from areas such as the 
Middle East and Africa.

Australia has moved away from its ori-
gins as a fundamentally British society 
towards being a truly multicultural one. 
By taking in people whose home coun-
tries have been torn apart by wars, famine 
and political strife, a new and diverse 
Australian society has been created — 
one that is markedly different to that of 
the era before World War II.

Indigenous Australians
The ‘yes’ vote in the referendum of 1967, the Mabo decision of 1992 and the Australian government’s 
apology of 2008 to the Stolen Generations are signs of the recognition of past injustice (see Topic 4). 
Projects such as Closing the Gap, which aims to reduce the disparity in health, education and employment 
measures between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, are indicative of a desire to improve the 
lives of Indigenous Australians, but are also a reminder of the inequalities that have existed in the past.

Same-sex relationships
Harsh laws mainly affecting gay men have been removed and there has been a general legal acceptance of 
the legitimacy of gay and lesbian relationships, although a minority remain opposed to this. Popular televi-
sion shows including Home and Away and Neighbours have had gay and lesbian characters.

Recent parliamentary and social debate about the prospect of legalising same-sex marriage has shown 
that, while there are still competing opinions on this issue, there is an increasing trend in favour of the idea 
that same-sex couples should have the same rights to marriage as heterosexual couples.

Environmental concerns
Public awareness of environmental issues was raised in 1962 with the book The Silent Spring by Rachel 
Carson. She traced how the pesticide DDT had entered the food chain in the United States, killing many 
more insects than it was designed to, and eventually ending up in the fatty tissues of humans, where it could 
cause cancers. By the 1980s, environmental awareness had grown and included serious concerns about the 
destruction of the ozone layer in the stratosphere. The ozone layer prevents harmful ultraviolet light entering 
the atmosphere and its depletion was caused by a propellant used in aerosol cans. An  agreement between 

SOURCE 1 Australian society since World War II has become 
truly multicultural.
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countries to stop the use of the propellant was signed in Mon-
treal in 1987. The predominant environmental issue at present 
is that of possible large-scale climate changes caused by the 
build-up of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

 Environmental groups in Australia have existed for sev-
eral decades and continue to grow in strength and infl uence. 
Such groups focus on creating an environmentally conscious 
society that values and respects the environment and has 
sustainable principles at the core of everyday life.  

 Moving towards a more market-based economy 
 Successive Australian governments have moved away from 
protecting local industries to encouraging free trade between 
nations. At the same time, they have passed to private com-
panies the responsibility for areas that were once those of 
government, such as transport and telecommunications. The 
aim has been effi ciency but, without government intervention, 
such actions can also increase the gap between rich and poor.  

    5a.9  Research project: Life in Australia in 
the 1960s 
 Numerous  videos  and  interactivities  are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at  www.jacplus.com.au . 

 5a.9.1 Scenario and task 
 Your local council has asked you to make an individual contribution to their community history project: a 
photographic slideshow, with a voiceover, uncovering families’ involvement in Australia’s past. This slide-
show will be viewed by the public when they visit any local government council offi ce in the country. 

   SOURCE 2  Environmental concerns have 
led to an increased focus on the need for 
sustainable living practices in order to help 
‘save the Earth’. 

 5a.8 Activities 
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

 <content to come> 

 Research 
1.    Choose one of the subjects discussed in this section and carry out research to learn more about which 

aspects have changed since the end of World War II and which have stayed the same. Have infl uences from 
overseas played a role in any changes that have occurred? Prepare a poster or use PowerPoint to present 
your fi ndings to your class.   
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Your task
Create and deliver a photographic slideshow, with voiceover, uncovering Australia’s past. This will be 
based on research and interviews with your parents/grandparents and should focus on ordinary Australian 
residents’ daily lives in the 1960s. The expected length of your photographic slideshow and voiceover is 
around three minutes and should cover the following topics:
 • daily life
 • the role and work of various groups
 • the division of labour between men and women
 • rituals
 • family.

A resource sheet containing suggested interview questions for each of these topics is provided for you in 
your Resources tab.

5a.9.2 Process
 • Watch the introductory video lesson. You 

can complete this project individually or 
invite other members of the class to form 
a group. 

 • Navigate to your Research Forum where 
the slideshow topics have been loaded 
for you to provide a framework for your 
research. Find at least two sources other 
than your textbook to research extra 
information about life in Australia in the 
1960s. The weblinks in your Resources 
tab will help you get started. You can 
view and comment on other group 
members’ articles and rate the information 
they have entered.

 • When your online research is complete, 
it is time for each group member to go to 
a primary source — someone who lived 
in Australia in the 1960s. This might be 
a parent, grandparent or a family friend. 
You can record the interviews using your 
mobile phone or a free voice-recording 
program like Audacity, Garage Band or 
Windows recording software. Ask your 
sources if they can provide you with any 
images from life in the 1960s to use in 
your slideshow. It is likely they will have 
family photos from this decade.

 • When your interviews are recorded, 
share the audio files and photos you 
have gathered with the other members 
of your group and then work together 
to select the images and audio quotes 
that you would like to include in your 
voiceover. You may also like to record 
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your own intro and outro to the slideshow. 
Use the Storyboard template in your 
Resources tab to help you plan your final 
presentation.

 • Edit your voiceover using appropriate 
sound editing software and create a final 
soundtrack for your slideshow. Wavepad is 
a great free program for editing MP3s.

 • Use iPhoto, PowerPoint or other 
multimedia software to compile your 
photo slideshow, ensuring that the audio 
matches up with the images you have 
selected.

 • Print out your research report and hand it in 
to your teacher with your final slideshow.

Go online to access additional resources such as templates, images and weblinks.

 ONLINE ONLY

5a.10 Review
5a.10.1 Review

5a.10 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly..

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

 ONLINE ONLY

KEY TERMS
blue-collar jobs jobs in manufacturing industries
bombora a surfing term referring to waves breaking over a submerged rock shelf. It is the name given to a 
favourite surfing site near Manly.
Cuban missile crisis when the United States declared an air and sea blockade to prevent the Soviet Union 
placing nuclear missiles in Cuba, creating a real threat of conflict between the two nuclear-armed superpowers. 
Eventually a compromise settlement was negotiated between the two superpowers.
Cronulla riots an incident on Sunday 11 December 2005 when hundreds of protesters, some draped in 
Australian flags, arrived at Cronulla Beach, south of Sydney, in response to claims that Lebanese men were 
intimidating people on the beach. It began as a peaceful protest but turned violent, with people attacked simply 
because they were of ‘Middle Eastern appearance’.
white-collar jobs jobs in clerical industries
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Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Throughout this topic, the term popular culture has been used. Find three definitions of the term and then write a 

definition of your own that best fits the way the term has been used in this topic.
2. It is less than 15 years since the use of the internet has become widespread.

(a) Make a list of earlier developments that made the internet possible.
(b) Make a list of the ways this has affected many aspects of popular culture. Include the ways in which it has 

changed how people communicate with one another.

Analysis and use of sources
Use SOURCE 1, from a website in which senior citizens describe some of the events that took place when they were 
young, to answer questions 3 to 8.
3. Research the background to the Queen’s visit in 1954.

• How old was the Queen on this visit?
• How long had she been Queen?
• Who was the Australian prime minister at the time?

4. When was the person who wrote this extract born, and how old would they be today?
5. What does this extract tell us about popular culture at the time and the things children did to amuse or entertain 

themselves?
6. What does this extract tell us about attitudes to the Queen?
7. What were the special features of the author’s scrapbook that probably led it to be awarded first prize?
8. Make a list of the ways in which SOURCE 1 could be useful to a historian studying this period.

Perspectives and interpretations
9. In the 1960s, Britain, through the Beatles and other groups, had a great influence on popular culture in Australia. 

This was also true in fashion. Young people wanted to buy clothes that were more suited to their lifestyle. One of 
these items was the miniskirt, which caused a controversy when worn by an English model, Jean Shrimpton, at 
Flemington racecourse in 1965. From SOURCES 2 and 3, describe the major objections the regular racegoers had 
to what she wore.

Empathetic understanding
10. Imagine that you were a young adult when Jean Shrimpton appeared at the Melbourne races (see SOURCE 3). After 

reading the newspaper report, write a reply to the newspaper that supports her decision to dress in that way. It may 
help to conduct some further research on the fashion movement in England at that time, including the work of Mary 
Quant.

SOURCE 1 Memories of the Queen’s visit, 1954

At the time of the Queen’s visit in 1954 I was just 8 years old and in grade three in Brighton, Victoria. 
Unfortunately for a week or so during the royal visit I found myself in bed with the chicken pox followed 
shortly after by measles. Thanks to Mum I was never bored and always occupied with things to do, including 
reading comics, (I loved the Phantom) short stories, colouring-in books, constructing Meccano models 
or listening to the local ABC radio stories of the Magic Faraway Tree. There was no Television in Australia 
in 1954.

One day Mum bought me a big scrapbook with pictures of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on the 
cover. I filled this book with coloured pictures of the Queen, which I carefully cut out from various magazines 
Mum had bought. All the magazines had filled their pages with photos and stories, following her visit and 
activities around Australia, so I had lots of photos to choose from. Each picture was pasted to a page in 
chronological order and then I drew a red and blue border around each picture, making sure I included the 
caption describing the picture. I continued this for her entire visit, filling the whole book.

When I eventually returned to school, I found to my surprise that my teacher had asked the class to create 
some sort of project to commemorate the Queen’s visit. At the end of her visit, all the entries were displayed, 
and to my delight I had won first prize!
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Research
11. From the 1930s to the 1960s, the most widely spread 

medium of popular culture was radio. Describe three 
different types of radio program that were popular at the 
time and explain why they were popular.

12. Describe two television programs that have played a similar 
role to the radio programs you chose in question 11 and 
explain how they are similar and how they differ. Give an 
example of a program that would not have been possible 
on radio but is particularly suitable to television.

13. Films and popular music sometimes reflect political and 
social issues of the time. For each of the following films 
or songs, research the political or social issues they 
have explored. In the case of films, this is often done by 
presenting an interpretation of an event in the past.
Films: They’re a Weird Mob; My Brilliant Career; Gallipoli; 
Breaker Morant; Rabbit-Proof Fence; One Night the Moon
Music: I was Only Nineteen (Redgum); Beds are Burning 
(Midnight Oil); The Age of Aquarius (from the musical Hair); 
Blue Sky Mining (Midnight Oil)
Present your work in a table like the one below.

14. The introduction of colour television and improvements in 
filming of outside events has led to the major sports today 
becoming big businesses. Chose one sport and research 
the way it has changed over the last 30 years. What have 
been the advantages and disadvantages of this?

SOURCE 2 British fashion model Jean 
Shrimpton in a matching white knee-length 
dress and coat, Australia, 1965

Film or song Story Political or social issue

     

     

During her tour the Queen visited Melbourne and our family decided to go and see her. The times and places 
she visited were published in the newspaper each day. My parents, grandmother, brother and sister all hopped 
into the family car decorated with red, white and blue streamers, and motored off to the city to see the Queen. 
We also had an Australian flag stuck on the car window, but I remember it being blown off in the wind. We 
parked the car and eventually found a good spot to wait for her. We chose the steps of a building in Swanson 
Street, as this was slightly raised, and gave us a clear view above the crowd lining the street. The Queen and 
Duke were driven slowly down the street in a beautiful shiny black Rolls Royce with the Union Jack flying from 
the bonnet. They smiled and waved back to the cheering crowd. It was all over in a matter of minutes, but we 
were all so excited to have seen the Queen.

Extract from Living History website, www.seniors.gov.au.

SOURCE 3 A report about Jean Shrimpton in the Sun News-Pictorial (Melbourne) on 1 November 1965, page 1

There she was, the world’s highest paid fashion model, snubbing the iron-clad conventions of fashionable 
Flemington with a dress five inches above the knee, NO hat and NO stockings.

The shockwaves were still rumbling around fashionable Melbourne last night …
… Fashion-conscious Derby Day racegoers were horrified. ‘Insulting’ … ‘a disgrace’ … ‘how dare she?’ … ! 

If the skies had rained acid not a well-dressed woman there would have given The Shrimp an umbrella.
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Explanation and communication
15. Australian popular music has sometimes dealt with particular concerns and issues such as war, the urban or rural 

environment or indigenous issues. Choose one issue, either one of these or one of your own.
(a) Collect the lyrics of two or three songs that deal with this issue, noting the date and the artist. (Hint: Many 

websites provide copies of lyrics.)
(b) For each song, provide the background to the issue raised and describe the attitudes presented by the lyrics. 

If you can obtain a copy of the song being sung, that could be included in your report.

For hours, Flemington had baked and sweltered in 94-degree [34 °C] heat, waiting for the arrival of the 
English girl billed as the most beautiful on earth.

She walked in serene and poised, dressed in this ultra-short shift she designed herself, showing a lovely 
amount of lissom leg totally unhindered by nylon. Her long hair swung about in the hot wind …

Fashionably-dressed ladies who had been dying to see what heavenly outfit Jean would be wearing seemed 
very angry … especially as the VRC (Victorian Racing Club) flew Jean out here from America to present 
Fashions on the Field prizes.

Last night, 22-year-old Jean said she hadn’t known that Melbourne placed such heavy emphasis on 
conformity …

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS




