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DEPTH STUDY 5: THE GLOBALISING WORLD

TOPIC 5c
Migration experiences

5c.1 Overview
Numerous videos and interactivities are embedded just where you need them, at the point of learning, in 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. They will help you to learn the content and concepts covered 
in this topic.

5c.1.1 Introduction
Modern Australia is a multicultural nation. The ambitious immigration program established after World 
War II transformed Australia and produced a diverse modern society. Under the slogan ‘populate or perish’, 
the post-war Australian government began a massive immigration program with the intention of estab-
lishing a more secure Australia.

Between 1937 and 1951, nearly half a million migrants made Australia their home. In these early 
post-war years, all ethnic groups were expected to fit into the Australian way of life. Despite government 
policies, the ‘new Australians’ changed and enriched Australia forever with their foreign languages, food 
and customs.

In 1972, the new Labor Party government abolished race as part of the selection system for immigration 
to Australia. With race and skin colour no longer a barrier to entry into Australia, substantial immigration 
from Asia began. Along with changes to immigration policies came a shift in Australian foreign policy and 
an acknowledgement of our place in the Asia–Pacific region. Australia was now poised to develop into a 
multicultural nation of the twenty-first century.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES
In this topic students will investigate:

• The waves of post-World War II migration to Australia, including the influence of significant world 
events 5c.2

• The impact of changing government policies on Australia's migration patterns, including abolition of the 
White Australia Policy, ‘Populate or Perish’ 5c.3, 5c.4

• The impact of at least one world event or development and its significance for Australia, such as the 
Vietnam War and Indochinese refugees 5c.5

• The contribution of migration to Australia's changing identity as a nation and to its international 
relationships 5c.6
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5c.2 Post–World War II migration and world events
5c.2.1 Australia in 1945
During World War II Australians faced air attack and feared a full Japanese invasion. With the end of war 
came the need to establish a long-term defence strategy. The Australian government realised a larger popu-
lation was necessary for future economic growth and security. In 1945, the population of Australia was just 
over seven million. Australia had to ‘populate or perish’.

Starter questions
<content to come>

© Estate of David Moore

SOURCE 1 Migrants arriving in Sydney — 1966 by David Moore, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra.
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Safety in numbers — migration after 
World War II
The first federal minister for immigration, Arthur 
Calwell, wrote in 1945 that ‘the experience of the 
Pacific War has taught us one thing … seven million 
Australians cannot hold three million square miles 
of this earth’s surface indefinitely’. Reconstruction 
of the nation, expansion of the Australian population 
and building a more secure Australia shaped the gov-
ernment’s policies guiding the post-war immigration 
program.

Negotiations with Britain had begun in 1944 to 
establish a large-scale migration program to Aus-
tralia. Britain was traditionally the place Australia 
first looked to for potential migrants. The ethnic 
composition of the Australian population was not 
officially recorded before World War II; however, 
historians estimate that in 1945 approximately 
93 per cent of Australians were of Anglo-Celtic back-
ground. After 1945 Australia encouraged displaced 
people from north-west Europe to migrate through 
an assisted immigration program. The Australian 
government committed to accept at least 12 000 refu-
gees a year from camps across Europe. In September 
1947 the first wave of post-war migration began, with 
people from war-torn Britain and Poland arriving in 
Australia.

This intake of displaced people laid the founda-
tions for the creation of the multicultural Australia 
of the late twentieth century. While the percentage of 
British-born migrants remained high, the numbers of 
migrants from southern Europe rose sharply during 
the 1950s.

Immigration to Australia during the nine-
teenth-century gold rush years was the only time in 
Australia’s history when a large-scale increase in 
population was not the direct result of government 
immigration policies and programs. Between 1950 
and 1970, Australia signed many agreements with 

SOURCE 1 A 1942 World War II propaganda 
poster showing a Japanese soldier charging 
towards Australia from Asia. The experience 
of war on Australia’s doorstep promoted the 
post-war ‘populate or perish’ immigration 
program.

AWM ARTV09225

SOURCE 2 Migration poster from 1948

RETROFILE
In 1959 the Australian government requested that 
the Greek and Italian governments encourage 
unmarried Greek and Italian women to migrate to 
Australia. The Australian government was concerned 
about the number of young Greek and Italian men 
who could not find partners from their own ethnic 
communities.
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the nations of Europe to promote immigration. The number of Italian-born Australians rose from 34 000 in 
1947 to 267 000 in 1966 due to an agreement signed in 1951, and the number of Greek-born Australians 
rose from 12 000 in 1947 to 140 000 in 1966 due to an agreement signed in 1952.

5c.2.2 Influence of world events
World events also continued to influence patterns of immigration to Australia. The aftermath of the world 
wars, the rise of dictators and the collapse of civil order often determined the country of origin of migrants 
and the numbers of migrants. While the largest number of refugees accepted into Australia as migrants 
occurred between 1947 and 1952, a wide range of world political crises have created new groups of refu-
gees and waves of migration. For example:
 • Europeans escaping from conflict within communist countries, such as the civil unrest in Hungary in 

1956 and Czechoslovakia in 1968, brought 150 000 migrants
 • Latin Americans escaping dictatorships, such as the overthrow of the Allende government in Chile in 

1973 and the civil war in El Salvador, brought 53 000 migrants
 • the end of the Vietnam War brought approximately 300 000 migrants from Indochina to Australia and 

the first ‘boat people’ as refugees
 • the breakdown of the former Yugoslavia brought 120 000 migrants
 • civil war in Lebanon in 1975 brought over 20 000 Lebanese refugees, of whom over half were Muslim. 

The Lebanese community continued to grow in Australia during the 1980s as a result of the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon.

 • religious persecution of members of Iran’s Baha’i faith brought Iranians seeking refuge during the 
1980s and 1990s. The twenty-first-century Iranian community in Australia now numbers over 25 000 
and is representative of all Iran’s religious groups, with Muslims and the Baha’i being the largest 
communities.

 • religious and political conflict in Sudan, Liberia, Congo, Burundi and Sierra Leone brought African 
migrants to Australia under the humanitarian program of the 1990s.

SOURCE 3 The ethnic background of the Australian population between 1947 and the end of the twentieth 
century

Origin 1947 1978 1988 1999

Anglo-Celt (English, 
Irish, Scottish, Welsh)

89.82 76.61 74.51 69.88

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander

0.78 0.98 1.00 1.51

North & West 
European

5.74 7.49 7.39 6.89

South European 1.50 8.06 7.37 6.96

East European 0.61 3.85 3.86 4.36

Jewish 0.92 0.74 0.74 0.66

West Asian and 
North African

0.15 1.13 1.36 2.46

South Asian 0.11 0.28 0.59 1.31

South-East Asian 0.03 0.27 0.16 2.54

North-East Asian 0.23 0.33 1.46 2.72

Other (Pacific/
African/American 
etc.)

0.11 0.26 1.56 0.71

Total % 100 100 100 100

Total number 7 640 400 14 263 100 16 538 200 18 980 000
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 • the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union in 1979 resulted in over two million Afghans fleeing 
the conflict in their country. A small number arrived in Australia as refugees. The Afghani population in 
Australia reached approximately 1000 by the early 1990s. Civil war followed the Russian withdrawal 
of troops, with power being seized by the strictly Islamic government of the Taliban. The Taliban’s 
repressive government combined with severe drought in 2000 to create another wave of asylum seekers 
fleeing Afghanistan. These later groups often arrived in Australia by boat. The Afghani population of 
Australia now numbers over 17 000.
Between 1947 and 2000 the Australian population grew from 7.5 million to nearly 20 million. This 

increase was largely due to immigration. In the 60 years between 1950 and 2010 approximately one million 
migrants arrived in Australia in each decade. Today, nearly one in four Australians were born overseas.

5c.3 Government policies and patterns of 
migration
5c.3.1 Early migration from many lands
The first European migration to Australia began in 1788 with the transportation of criminals. By the mid 
nineteenth century Britain had shipped over 160 000 convicts to its Australian colony. The nineteenth-century 
migration of thousands of free people was then spurred on by both economic developments in Australia and 
world events such as:
 • the growth of the Australian wool industry in the 1820s, which created enormous employment 

opportunities

5c.2 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Using the text and sources as evidence, write a paragraph describing how the Australian population changed 

as a result of the immigration policies of the post-war period.
2. Outline the connection between world events and patterns of immigration to Australia.

Comprehension and communication
3. Imagine it is the beginning of the twenty-first century and the Australian population has just reached 20 

million. Write a magazine article celebrating the achievements of the post-war immigration program. In your 
article, explain to your readers what Arthur Calwell hoped to achieve in 1945 and the continuing impact of 
world events on the creation of the twenty-first century Australian population.

4. Use the internet to locate images expressing the many stories of twentieth-century immigration to Australia. 

Combine your article and images to create an illustrated double-page magazine spread.

Develop source skills
5. SOURCE 1 features a Japanese soldier armed with a machine gun stepping across the globe with the 

Imperial Japanese flag behind him. How does the source indicate that the Australian government used the 
experience of war to convince Australians that post-war population growth was necessary?

6. Using the text and SOURCE 1, explain what a larger population offered post-war Australia.
7. Outline the purpose of the SOURCE 2 migration poster. Explain the image of Australia that the poster expressed.
8. SOURCE 3 provides a summary of the changes in the ethnic background of the Australian population 

between 1947 and 1999. With reference to the source, identify:
(a) the largest ethnic groups in Australia during the post-war period
(b) the period when the number of South-East Asian people in Australia began to increase
(c) the largest non-European ethnic group in Australia in the post-war period.
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 • the Industrial Revolution, which created social change and the development of new industries requiring 
a new pool of workers, particularly in countries like Australia

 • the famine in Ireland during the 1840s, which pushed many Irish to escape poverty through migration
 • the gold rush of the 1850s, which brought large numbers of fortune seekers from Europe and China.

Nineteenth-century immigration peaked at around 50 000 new arrivals each year during the gold rush 
decade between 1850 and 1860. Throughout the 1870s and 1880s a large immigration program was encour-
aged through assisted passage schemes introduced by the colonial governments of South Australia and 
Queensland. Migrants from Britain remained the largest group of arrivals in Australia, but they were soon 
joined by groups such as the Germans, who began establishing their own communities in regions such as 
the Barossa Valley in South Australia from the 1840s.

The late nineteenth-century development of the Australian sugar industry was based on the cheap labour 
provided by Melanesian labourers in Queensland. Camel handlers from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkey 
were also brought to Australia to open up the vast Australian interior through the construction of telegraph 
lines, railways and roads. The pearling industry in the waters of northern Australia was established through 
the skill of Japanese pearl divers. The Chinese first came to Australia as farm labourers and then in the 
1850s to work on the goldfields.

Restrictions on immigration to stop cheap labour
In the late 1800s, many employers gave jobs to the Chinese as cheap labour in an attempt to pressure Anglo-
Celtic workers to accept lower wages and working conditions. In the 1880s, all the Australian colonies 
introduced legislation to limit Chinese immigration. The Chinese were forced to pay a 10-pound tax to enter 
any Australian colony and the number of Chinese that could travel on board a ship to Australia was limited. 

SOURCE 1 Photo of German migrants to Australia in the late nineteenth century
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During the economic depression of the 1890s, 
antagonism towards Asians grew because of fears 
that cheap non-white labour would increase unem-
ployment among the Anglo-Celtic population.  

 5c.3.2 The White Australia policy 
 Many viewed the white race as superior to others. 
They feared that non-white immigration would 
result in intermarriage between ethnic groups and 
a loss of racial purity. Others argued that Aus-
tralia needed time to create its own culture and 
traditions and that non-white immigration would 
undermine the process. 

 Commonwealth government control of immi-
gration came with federation of the colonies in 
1901. Most parties contesting the 1901 elections 
supported the view that immigration to Australia 
needed to be restricted to white migrants. This 
approach to immigration was known as the White 
Australia policy. The  Immigration Restriction Act  
became law on 23 December 1901. It remained in 
force until 1958, although the underlying policy of 
a ‘white’ Australia remained until 1973. The pur-
pose of the Act was to restrict non-white immigra-
tion using a dictation test. The Act of 1901 did not 
mention race or the policy of excluding any migrant 
according to their ethnic and racial background. 
Instead, immigration offi cers applied the dictation 
test to anyone they thought unsuitable. The test 
involved prospective migrants writing down a pas-
sage of about 50 words that the immigration offi cer 
dictated. At fi rst the passage had to be dictated in a 
European language, but eventually it could be given 
in any language at all. This meant that ‘unsuitable’ 
candidates could be given the test in a language 
with which they were unfamiliar to ensure they 
failed the test. The dictation test was removed from 
the Act in 1958, having been used fewer than 2000 
times in nearly six decades. Simply the threat of 
having to sit the dictation test was effective enough 
in discouraging non-white people from applying 
for migration to Australia. 

 The  Immigration Restriction Act  damaged rela-
tions between Australia and countries within Asia, 
especially Japan. It also reinforced the impact of 
the  Pacifi c Island Labourers Act  of 1901, which 
prohibited the employment of Pacifi c labourers 
and ordered the deportation of those Pacifi c 
Islanders already in Australia.  

   SOURCE 2  A Japanese pearl diver working off the 
coast of Thursday Island in the Torres Strait during the 
early part of the twentieth century 

   SOURCE 3  ‘The Mongolian octopus — his grip on 
Australia’, a cartoon by Phil May that appeared in 
 The Bulletin  in 1886 
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Migration after World War I
With the outbreak of World War I, immigration to Australia came 
to a standstill and some migrants who were previously acceptable 
were now classed as enemy aliens. Australians born in Germany, 
Bulgaria, Turkey or the region of the Austro-Hungarian empire 
faced internment, or restrictions on their movements. The restric-
tions on the entry of Turkish people into Australia were not lifted 
until 1930.

The end of World War I brought a revival of the assisted immi-
gration schemes of the nineteenth century. Between 1919 and 1922 
over 17 000 British ex-servicemen took up the offer of free passage 
and settlement in Australia. The beginning of the Great Depression 
brought an end to the assisted migration programs of the period 
between the wars. Nevertheless, an increasing number of young 
Italian and Greek men paid their own way and migrated to Australia 
in the 1920s and 1930s. The 1930s also saw a rise in Jewish migra-
tion to Australia in response to the persecution of Jews in Europe.

5c.3.3 Migration after World War II
In the decades after World War II, immigration was the strongest 
force changing Australia. After the experience of war in Asia and 
the Pacific, Australians felt vulnerable to attack. The war had 
frightened people into wanting immigration on a much larger scale 
than in the past.

‘Populate or perish’
The World War I prime minister, Billy Hughes, had stressed the importance of immigration with the slogan 
‘populate or perish’. After World War II, the Australian Labor government’s vision was to build a stronger 
Australia through immigration on a grand scale. The government proposed a yearly intake of 70 000 
migrants, which meant annually adding one new migrant to every 100 Australians.

SOURCE 4 An extract from the Immigration Restriction Act 1901

AN ACT TO PLACE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS ON IMMIGRATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
REMOVAL FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF PROHIBITED IMMIGRANTS

Be it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Australia as follows:
1. This Act may be cited as the Immigration Restriction Act 1901…
2. The immigration into the Commonwealth of the persons described in any of the following paragraphs of this 

section (herein-after called ‘prohibited immigrants’) is prohibited, namely:
(a) Any person who when asked to do so in front of an officer fails to write out at dictation and sign in the 

presence of the officer a passage of fifty words in length in a European language directed by the officer;
(b) any person likely in the opinion of the Minister or of an officer to become a charge upon the public or 

upon any public or charitable institution;
(c) any idiot or insane person;
(d) any person suffering an infectious or contagious disease of a loathsome or dangerous character;
(e) any person who has within three years been convicted of an offence, not being a mere political offence, 

and has been sentenced to imprisonment for one year or longer therefore, and has not received a 
pardon;

(f) any prostitute or person living on the prostitution of others;
(g) any persons under a contract or agreement to perform manual labour within the Commonwealth …

SOURCE 5 A migration poster from 
the 1920s designed to encourage 
young British men and women to 
Australia
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The government believed that an ambitious immigration program would provide:
 • a larger population for future military defence
 • a larger workforce to promote greater economic 

development and increase national wealth.

Renewed assisted passage schemes and 
displaced people
The Labor government established a Department of Immi-
gration, with Arthur Calwell serving as the first minister 
for immigration. In 1946 Calwell designed an assisted 
passage scheme to attract British migrants to Australia. 
Under this scheme, British ex-servicemen and their fami-
lies were given free passage to Australia, and other British 
migrants paid ten pounds for an adult fare and five pounds 
for a child. The scheme was offered on the condition that 
migrants remain in Australia for a minimum of two years.

British migrants choosing to return to Britain within 
two years were expected to refund the Australian govern-
ment the cost of their journey. This amounted to more than 
one hundred pounds, a very large sum in the 1950s. The 
expression ten-pound Pom popularly described the people 
from the British Isles who migrated to Australia under 
the scheme. Many famous Australians, including former 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard, who migrated from Wales in 
1966, began their lives in Australia as ten-pound Poms.

SOURCE 6 A 1929 cover of the New 
Australian magazine promoting British 
immigration to Australia through the Big 
Brother Movement

SOURCE 7 Excerpt from the White Alien Immigration Report 1944

The General Attitude to Alien Immigration
5. As it is likely that a much larger proportion of our future immigrants will be European aliens, the white alien 
must be regarded as an asset and not a person admitted on sufferance. It should be an important objective to 
ensure that the treatment and conditions of alien immigrants in the early post-war years will enhance Australia’s 
reputation in Europe. Considerations which have led to these conclusions are briefly as follows:

(a) Australia needs additional population for reasons of defence, economic development, and population 
growth. Defence reasons are obvious: the necessity for greater manpower has been demonstrated by 
events since December 1941.

Industries both primary and secondary would benefit from a larger home market. A policy of full 
employment would maintain a high level of national income and consequently a large demand for goods 
and services, especially ‘tertiary’ products and services, and thus there would be a strong demand for 
labour. In these conditions domestic supplies of new labour (from natural increase) would be insufficient 
and immigrant labour would be necessary.

Population growth in Australia, as in most countries of western civilisation, is not great enough to 
assure any considerable future growth …

(b) Migrants of British stock are unlikely to be available in sufficient numbers. In order to double our present 
numbers by the end of the century we would need about 60 000 immigrants a year …

The volume of migration from Britain … seems likely to be much smaller than in the twenties. Even 
so, Australia cannot expect to attract the whole of this British emigration; we have to compete with other 
countries.

(c) Migrants must therefore be obtained largely from non-British countries …

Quoted in J. Zubrzycki, Arthur Calwell and the Origin of Post-War Immigration, 
Bureau of Immigration, Multicultural and Population Research, Canberra, 1995.
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The following year Arthur Calwell toured the refugee camps of Europe where 11 million displaced 
people, the homeless survivors of the war, were waiting to be accepted for settlement in new lands. It was 
clear that British migrant numbers could not meet the government target of one per cent annual growth, but 
Arthur Calwell was aware of the Australian reluctance to accept non-British immigration. Calwell set out to 
change attitudes by declaring that immigrants:
 • would not take Australian jobs
 • would stimulate the economy and create more employment.

In November 1947 the first group of World War II refugees arrived: 843 Latvians, Lithuanians and Estonians. 
Within two years, 19 ships were regularly travelling between Naples and Australia bringing migrants under the 
Displaced Persons Scheme. When the scheme ceased in 1953, it had delivered 170 000 refugees to Australia.

5c.3.4 Assimilation
Assimilation guided immigration policy through the 1950s and most of the 1960s. It was based on the 
belief that Australia would be best served if all ethnic groups conformed to the ‘Australian way of life’ 
because that way of life was superior to any other. Australians expected the migrant community to quickly 
learn to speak English and take on all the social and cultural characteristics of the broader Anglo-Australian 
community. Assimilation required that traditional aspects of community life such as language, food and 
music be left behind in the ‘old country’.

SOURCE 9 Tony Maniaty — writer, broadcaster and son of a Greek migrant — describes what his father’s 
rejection of ‘Greekness’ meant for his own sense of identity and cultural heritage.

My father arrived in Australia in 1937 with the aim of assimilating as fast as he could. He was so keen to 
escape his Greekness that he married an Australian, he learnt English as fast as he could and dropped most 
of his Greek friends. Most of his generation did the same, but I think that their children are now starting to re-
embrace their culture.

I was quite clear about my culture when I was 15 years old. I was Australian and that was all there was to it. 
But now I’m confused about it … When I first went to Greece, it was as if I had discovered something that had 
been kept secret from me for 20 years.

In a way I’m more Greek than my father. He embraced Australianisms so much and so consciously got rid of 
his Greekness that I think he was pretty successful but maybe he didn’t have much choice … I feel as if I am 
permitted to feel and be Greek.

Tony Maniaty, quoted in The Age, 27 January 1986.

SOURCE 8 Arthur Calwell explains why Australia accepted refugees from Europe in 1947.

… These people, whose normal standards of living have been compatible with our own, and who even now do 
not, in a large proportion of cases, consist of depressed classes, represent an ideal source of migrants who will 
fit smoothly into our way of life and who will help to meet Australia’s labour shortages in the fields of industry 
and agriculture …

A former military camp at Bonegilla, near Wodonga, has been fitted out as a reception and training centre. 
At this camp the migrants will be given a further course of instruction in utilitarian English, Australian social 
conditions and other subjects which will assist their easy absorption into the community.

Australia, House of Representatives, Debates, 28 November 1947, vol. 195, pp. 2922–3.

RETROFILE
The largest real estate franchise in Australia, L.J. Hooker, was established in 1928 by a Chinese businessman, 
Tin You. He believed the Chinese name and image would be a disadvantage for his business. He chose his 
favourite position in rugby as his business name.
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5c.3.5 The end of the White Australia policy
World War II increased the Australian fear of Asia, but also forced Australians to take a much closer look 
at the region. Australia’s interest in Japan increased in the 1950s as Japan emerged from the period of 
reconstruction with a stable government and a developed economy. The post-war independence movement 
that swept European colonial power from Africa and Asia created independent Asian nations and offered 
Australia trade opportunities. From the 1950s, the immigration regulations imposed by the White Australia 
policy were gradually relaxed over the following stages:
 • In 1956 residents of Australia who were not of European background were allowed to apply for 

citizenship, and Japanese war brides were permitted settlement in Australia.
 • In 1958 the dictation test used to exclude ‘unsuitable’ immigration applicants was abolished.
 • In 1966 the policy of using immigration to maintain a ‘white Australia’ was rejected by the major 

Australian political parties.
 • In 1967 Australia entered into a migration agreement with Turkey, a non-European nation.

Obstacles to Australia’s relationship with Asia remained despite the gradual development of interest and 
understanding. The rise of communist China and the Cold War kept alive the racial stereotype of Asians 
as the ‘yellow peril’, capable of invading Australia and destroying its democratic way of life. During the 
1960s the Australian view of China began to shift. The Menzies Liberal government realised China’s poten-
tial as a market for Australia’s primary produce and began establishing trade agreements. Japan was also 
increasingly regarded as an important export market for Australian produce. By 1975, only 4 per cent of 
Australian trade went to Britain while 33 per cent went to Japan.

In 1972 Australia’s newly elected Labor government finally abolished the last traces of the White Aus-
tralia policy by replacing race and country of origin with personal attributes and occupation as the basis 
of migrant selection. In 1973 Australia was declared a multicultural nation. By 1975 laws were enacted to 
combat any form of racial discrimination within Australia.

The reasons for the changing attitudes towards Asia which eventually undermined the White Australia 
policy were many and varied:
 • International politics such as the independence movements began to break down beliefs in European 

superiority and the European right to rule over others.
 • Political developments such as the creation of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 

1967 used diplomacy to connect Australia to the region through trade, justice and defence agreements.
 • Economic developments, such as Britain’s decision to join the EEC in 1973, forced Australia to look to 

the Asia–Pacific region for new markets and trade links.
 • Popular culture brought images of Asia into our daily life, creating an understanding of the complexity 

and richness of Asian cultures.
 • Travel and tourism took many thousands of Australians to Asia and replaced fear with curiosity and an 

appreciation of foreign lands.

5c.3.6 One nation, many cultures — multiculturalism
The gathering together of a vast number of nationalities under Australian skies was dramatically changing 
the traditional Australian lifestyle. There was a growing need to reconsider the place of migrant communi-
ties in the broader Australian society.

RETROFILE
In the 1860s there were approximately 40 000 Chinese in Australia, which accounted for 3.4 per cent of the total 
population. By 1947, due to immigration restriction policies, only 6404 Chinese were recorded as residents of 
Australia. Numbers grew rapidly after the White Australia policy was dismantled in 1973. In 2000, there were 
1.03 million Asia-born Australians, and by 2010 this number had increased to 2.01 million.
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The ethnic and cultural diversity of the post-war immigration program changed Australia. The 
Whitlam government confirmed the multicultural nature of Australian society when the White Australia 
policy was replaced by a points system accounting for occupational groups, skills and family connec-
tions. By the 1970s Australia no longer described itself as white and British. The national anthem was 
changed from God Save the Queen to 
Advance Australia Fair, the British 
honours system was replaced with an 
Australian honours system and the term 
‘British subject’ was dropped from the 
Australian passport.

Multiculturalism acknowledged Aus-
tralia’s acceptance and appreciation of 
cultural diversity. Multiculturalism rec-
ognised the right of migrant Australians 
to maintain ethnic identity and the con-
tribution of post-war migration to Aus-
tralia from different parts of Europe, the 
Middle East, South America and Asia. 
This immigration program transformed 
a thinly populated and isolated Australia 
into a culturally diverse society.

SOURCE 10 Timeline of significant events of the twentieth century and Australian immigration policy

1901    The White Australia policy is formalised through the Immigration Restriction Act.
1943    Prime Minister John Curtin gives a wartime speech to the nation in which he stresses the need 

for a future increase in population to ensure Australian security.
1945    World War II ends and the Australian Department of Immigration is established.
1946    The assisted passage scheme is established to bring British migrants to Australia.
1947    Australia agrees to accept refugees from Europe as migrants.
1949    Construction of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme begins and establishes the need 

for a large migrant labour force.
1950    The Good Neighbour movement is established.
1955    The number of post-war migrants to Australia reaches one million.
1958    The Migration Act abolishes the dictation test with an entry permit system assessing skills as the 

basis for entry into Australia.
1965    The Labor Party removes ‘White Australia’ from its immigration policy.
1966    Prime Minister Harold Holt extends the skilled migration category to include some non-European 

applicants.
1972    The Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme is completed.
1973    The White Australia policy is officially dismantled.
1975    The Racial Discrimination Act is passed.
1977    A Charter for Multicultural Australia is drawn up by the Australian Ethnic Affairs Counci1.
1980    Channel 0/28 begins broadcasting multicultural television in Sydney and Melbourne.
1984    Professor Geoffrey Blainey creates national debate about the strength of multiculturalism and 

levels of immigration.
1989    The National Agenda for a Multicultural Australia report defines the commitment to Australia to 

be observed by all new arrivals.
1994    Humanitarian settlement from former Yugoslavia and the Middle East is increased.
1997    The One Nation party is founded on policies opposing multiculturalism and Asian immigration.
2000    Immigration policy favours skilled migration and proficiency in English language. Community 

debate begins about the treatment of asylum seekers.

SOURCE 11 The multiculturalism of modern Australia is in 
great contrast to the attitudes of the past, as shown in this 
cartoon from the Lone Hand, 2 March 1920.
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By the 1970s more than a third of Australians had been born overseas or were the children of those born 
overseas. In the major metropolitan centres of Sydney and Melbourne, Australians could enjoy interna-
tional live entertainment, festivals and food from all over the world. Australians from very different cultural 
and racial backgrounds also shared the pleasure of traditional Australian events like Anzac Day.

In 1975 the Racial Discrimination Act made it an offence to discriminate against a person on the basis 
of race, and in 1977 a charter for multicultural Australia was drawn up. This charter identified three basic 
principles necessary to multiculturalism:
 • economic efficiency — the need to maintain and develop the skills and talents of all Australians 

regardless of their background
 • cultural identity — the right of all to express and share their cultural heritage, language and religion
 • equality of opportunity — the right of all to equality of treatment and the removal of barriers of race, 

ethnicity, culture, religion, language, gender or place of birth.

SOURCE 12  A photograph of 21-year-old Dian 
Forsyth getting ready to take part in a Greek–
Australian community concert in Victoria in the mid 
1960s

SOURCE 13 A 1980s poster designed to promote 
Australian multiculturalism

5c.3 Activities  
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Create a mind map to summarise the reasons why the migration of free people to Australia increased in the 

nineteenth century.

UNCORRECTED P
AGE P

ROOFS



508 Jacaranda Radioactive 2 NSW Australian curriculum History Stage 5

c05cMigrationExperiences.indd Page 508 26/07/17  4:03 AM

            5c.4  Hardship and hostels 
 5c.4.1 Migrant arrivals 
 Most migrants arrived by ship to destinations in the major cities such as Sydney and Melbourne. They 
were then transported to migration hostels scattered throughout the rural regions, where for a period of 
four to six weeks they were ‘processed’ and prepared for life and work in Australia. Many migrants called 
the hostels home for months as the search for work continued. Early hostel accommodation was often 

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 �    Post-war migration to Australia   

2.   Outline the reasons for the 1901 introduction of the White Australia policy.  
3.   Briefl y explain the impact of the  Immigration Restriction Act  and how it was administered.  
4.   Write your own explanation of the term ‘populate or perish’.  
5.   Explain why the Australian government launched an ambitious immigration program in 1947.  
6.   Defi ne  assimilation  and outline the impact it had upon migrants to Australia.  
7.   Use the content of this unit to write a brief outline of the changes to Australia’s immigration policy and 

attitudes towards Asia over the last century. Use this as the basis for the promotional blurb for a book 
entitled  From White Australia to Multiculturalism .   

   Comprehension and communication 
8.    Imagine it is 1973 and you are the new minister for immigration. Write and present a speech explaining why 

the White Australia policy is being offi cially dismantled.   

 Develop source skills 
9.    Briefl y explain the SOURCE 3 cartoonist’s motivation, message and purpose.  

10.   Suggest the impact that the attitudes expressed in SOURCE 3 would have had on people like the pearl diver 
photographed in SOURCE 2.  

11.   Identify the sections in SOURCE 4 that address the concerns of Australia’s Anglo-Celtic population around 
1901.  

12.   What attitudes and values are expressed through SOURCE 4?  
13.   According to SOURCE 5, the stars of the Southern Cross shone over the land of opportunity. Using the 

source as evidence, explain why British migrants were needed and what they were offered.  
14.   Show your understanding of the beliefs underpinning the White Australia policy by writing a 20-line article 

promoting the 1920s assisted passage scheme for inclusion in the 1929 edition of the magazine in 
SOURCE 6.  

15.   Use SOURCE 7 to identify why the government initiated a massive post-war immigration scheme.  
16.   Read SOURCE 8 and describe the quality that Arthur Calwell identifi es in the migrants being accepted in 1947.  
17.   Refer to SOURCE 8 and outline the role of Bonegilla in the immigration process.  
18.   Using the argument for immigration presented in SOURCE 8, write the script for a 30-second radio 

advertisement promoting post-war immigration for a 1950s audience.  
19.   Read SOURCE 9 and suggest why Tony Maniaty’s father ‘didn’t have much choice’ in embracing the 

Australian way of life.  
20.   Defi ne the difference between the policies of assimilation and multiculturalism as expressed in the SOURCE 9 

account.  
21.   Describe the values and attitudes being expressed in SOURCE 11 and then suggest how the values 

expressed here contrast to the values of a modern multicultural Australia.  
22.   Describe how the SOURCE 12 photograph demonstrates the change that Australian society was 

experiencing as a result of post-war immigration.  
23.   Using SOURCE 13 for ideas to get you started, design your own poster to promote multicultural Australia.   
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hastily erected from materials left over 
from wartime such as corrugated iron 
Nissen huts. Conditions were basic. 
Men and women were housed in sep-
arate barracks with shared bathrooms 
and kitchens.

By 1951 special hostels were con-
structed as reception centres for the 
new Australians. The purpose of these 
centres was to:
 • provide temporary housing and 

general medical care and assessment
 • pay social services and provide basic 

provisions such as clothing
 • interview and assess for appropriate 

employment assignment
 • provide basic English language 

tuition and instruction in the 
Australian way of life.
The first hostel was Bonegilla Recep-

tion and Training Centre, established in 
1947 by the Department of Immigration. 
Bonegilla was created during the era of 
assimilation. It was located near Albury 
and had previously been an army camp. 
Conditions were hard for families as men 
and women were separated and housed 
in huts or tents accommodating between 
20 to 30 people. Conditions at Bonegilla 
improved when smaller huts were built, 
allowing families to be kept together. 
Thirty thousand people passed through 
Bonegilla before it was finally closed in 
1971.

5c.4.2 Italian Australians
According to the Australian census, the Italians are one of Australia’s largest and most widespread ethnic 
groups. The story of Italian immigration to Australia began with the arrival of small numbers of mission-
aries and settlers during the 1840s. With no direct shipping route to Australia, their journey was expensive 
and took over two months. Destinations such as the United States and South America were more popular 
until the 1850s gold rush drew thousands of Europeans to Australia in search of their fortune. When they 
did not strike gold, some settled into agricultural communities.

SOURCE 1 Arthur Calwell meeting immigrants who had just 
disembarked in Australia from the Egyptian ship SS Misr, on the 
morning of 20 April 1947

SOURCE 2 Photograph of the migrant hostel at Balgownie in 
New South Wales, 1957

RETROFILE
On 17 July 1961, more than 1000 migrants at Bonegilla rioted over a lack of employment opportunities. The 
camp’s employment office was wrecked and an immigration officer was injured.
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 After the signing of a treaty between the 
United Kingdom and Italy in 1883, Italian 
settlers gained the right to own property and 
run businesses in Australia. Italian farmers, 
 artisans  and labourers arrived in increasing 
numbers. By the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the census recorded over 5000 Ital-
ians in Australia employed in a wide range 
of industries. 

 Early Italian migrants were usually moti-
vated by a sense of responsibility for the 
extended family in Italy and generally did 
not consider permanent resettlement in Aus-
tralia. After World War I, signifi cant num-
bers of Italians began to arrive due to the 
economic diffi culties and political prob-
lems of their homeland. They came from 
small towns and villages in the poorer rural 
areas of Italy’s southern regions in search 
of employment and better living conditions. 
Women also began migrating from Italy in 
larger numbers and between 1930 and 1940 
reached 43 per cent of total arrivals. This 
group of migrants intended to stay long term 
in Australia.  

  SOURCE 3  Recollections of the voyage of the SS  Misr  

 It all happened so very long ago, in the confusing, half-forgotten 1940s, when she was barely 11 and her small 
world was being turned upside down … 

 Most vividly, though, she recalls the morning — in her memory it will always be a bright, shiny morning — of 
April 20, 1947. It was the day her ship, the Egyptian-registered SS  Misr , fi nally docked at Melbourne and she 
was reunited with her father. He had emigrated to Australia in 1939, expecting his young family to follow soon 
after, but the war had intervened. In eight years, the family had received only one of the letters he had written, 
some fi ve years after it was posted. 

 ‘We were looking over the side and my mama said, “Look, you can see your papa down there in all the 
people.” I looked and I looked, and when I see him I faint, I faint.’ Even today, at 71, the sudden rush of distant 
memory causes her to falter, her voice to crack, her eyes to fi ll with tears. ‘I was always my papa’s girl … All the 
time he is in Australia he has my picture in his wallet. To see him again, I never forget.’ 

 Although she did not know it, among the many thousands of friends, relatives and journalists waiting at 
Melbourne to welcome the  Misr  was the immigration minister, Arthur Calwell. Photographs of him shaking 
hands with adults and patting wide-eyed children on the head would appear on front pages throughout 
Australia the following day. 

 For such was the international newsworthiness of the ship and its multicultural human cargo: 624 men, 
women and children from 26 different ‘countries’, plucked from ports in the Mediterranean, Middle East and 
east Africa. Australian sailors, British migrants, displaced persons (most of them Greek), refugees, returning 
residents, family ‘reuniters’ like Paolina, South African footballers. Even a ‘coloured’ stowaway called Said 
Ismael … 

  Extract from an article ‘When the boat came in’, by John Huxley,  The Age , 10 March 2007.  

     SOURCE 4  Italian migrants on a picnic at Warrandyte, 
1959. Many of those pictured were displaced Giuliano-
Dalmati and had spent time at Bonegilla Migrant Reception 
Centre. 

Pictured are: Nonna Pistrin, Nadia, Guido and Macri Pistrin; Maria, Pietro, 
Sergio and Cristiana Cerne; Giovanna, Mirella, Giuseppe, Arianna and 
Pino Bartolomè; Walter Zavattiero, Giovanna Radetich.
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SOURCE 5 A modern artist’s impression of the facilities and activities at a typical block of a large migrant 
centre in Australia in the 1950s and 1960s

 1  Migrants arrived in Australia after a long sea voyage from Europe and were transported by train and bus to 
migrant reception centres.
 2  New arrivals queued with their papers and belongings at the Reception office. They were assigned to huts and 

received a supply of essentials, such as cutlery, crockery, linen and grey blankets.
 3  The camps were often in rural areas and the new arrivals, in their heavy European clothes, took some time to 

become used to the hot and dry conditions of summer.
 4  The laundry hut was always busy, with women queuing to use the wash tubs and washing lines. Although they 

spoke a variety of languages, the laundry hut was a social hub for many migrant women.
 5  People queued to use the communal showers and toilet facilities. The toilets were usually deep-pit latrines 

although some later blocks had flush toilets.
 6  Children from many European cultures overcame language barriers to make friends and play games to pass the 

long, often hot days at the camp.
 7  People of many religious denominations shared a small chapel for worship.
 8  In a central recreation hall, migrants organised concerts, dances and cultural celebrations. Movies were 

sometimes shown.
 9  There were always queues for the dining room, where food was served at a main counter and migrants sat at 

small table settings to eat.
 10  Some migrant centres were former army camps. The long huts were close together in blocks, and the blocks 
stretched over many hectares.
 11  Huts were timber-framed with corrugated iron cladding. They were hot and airless in summer and cold in winter.
 12  At first the huts had no internal partitions, and women and children were housed in separate huts from the men. 
Partitions for families were added later.
 13  The furnishings in the cubicles were basic and migrants added their own touches and possessions to remind 
them of home.
 14  In the classroom, migrants were taught basic English language skills and social customs to help them 
assimilate into Australian communities.
 15  Many men obtained work in distant towns or on building projects and left their families for long periods.

 1
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The outbreak of World War II was followed by large-scale internment of Italians in Australia. Italians 
who had taken Australian citizenship often escaped internment but were nevertheless kept under a secu-
rity watch by the Australian government. Despite this, with the end of the war thousands of Italians 
regarded the chance to immigrate to Australia as a wonderful opportunity. Italy had suffered great destruc-
tion during the last years of the war and the task of reconstructing the country was huge. By the middle 
of the 1950s, the number of Italians heading for Australia appeared as a mass migration. Italy became 
Australia’s major single source of non-British migrants.

After World War II the value of Italian migration to Australia’s economic development became clear. 
The government encouraged Italian immigration to Australia by establishing:
 • an immigration system designed to reunite European families separated by World War II
 • a system of assisted passage and recruitment for employment in Australian development projects.

The migrants of the 1950s and 1960s intended to remain in Australia permanently. During the three 
decades following the end of the war nearly 400 000 Italians migrated to Australia. These new arrivals 
often joined other family members in a process known as chain migration. After fulfilling their obligation 
to accept the location and nature of any employment provided by the Australian government, they settled 
where they found long-term jobs. By 1966, 75 per cent of the Italian community in Australia resided in 
the cities. In Sydney the community centre was located in the inner-city suburbs of Leichhardt and Glebe.

Migration from Italy began to dwindle by the 1970s, but the Italian place within Australian society was 
firmly established. By the end of the twentieth century, over 800 000 Australians were born in Italy or of 
Italian descent. Italian remains the second most widely spoken language in Australia. The Italian com-
munity is represented in all areas of Australian industry and society, but it is through the ordinary things 
such as cappuccino machines and Italian food that we see how deeply Italian culture is embedded in the 
everyday life of modern Australia.

SOURCE 6 Memories of migration: excerpt from Bruno Ladogna’s story

I was born in 1935. My mother Caterina and I were originally from Pola in Istria, then in Italian territory …
After the war there were no prospects for good jobs for me in Italy … we found out there was an International 

Refugee Organisation that paid the fare for migrants. We were accepted because we were refugees coming 
from Pola. From Taranto we went to another camp in Bari (Italy) to wait for a ship. After two years in camps, my 
mother had used up all the money, so we were forced to go anywhere we could …

As we had been refugees for two years and moved around a lot, so didn’t have a lot of luggage, just one 
suitcase and a baule (trunk) with our basic things like clothes and some saucepans. My mother also packed 
her special coffee grinder that she couldn’t live without. Just as well, when she tasted Australian Nescafe she 
said it tasted like acqua sporca (dirty water), very different to Italian coffee …

In 1951 when I was 16, my mother and I boarded the Castel Bianco in Naples and in one month, in August 
that same year, we arrived in Melbourne …

In Melbourne, we got on a train to Bonegilla. It was a bit better than the Italian camps we had stayed in. 
In Italy, the huts had large rooms divided by military blankets, but in Bonegilla we had a small hut divided by 
timber frames with metal panelling. My mother and I had a small room to ourselves and that was good. No 
cooking, we all ate together in the canteen but the food was not a hundred percent …

I was one of the first ones to go out to work from the group that came on our ship. I think it was only 10 days 
after we arrived that I left Bonegilla for my first job at the Chullora railway workshop in south-west Sydney … 
I had to leave my mother because we had signed an agreement to work and we didn’t want to complain.

After one week, I got a pass to go back to Bonegilla to see my mother but she had also been sent away. 
No-one knew she had gone. I wasn’t too happy but I knew that I would hear from her soon so I went back to 
Sydney to work. A week later I got a letter from her to say she was in Coolah, that is in north west of NSW. She 
was sent to Coolah District Hospital as a maid. I had to wait about a month for a pass to go to see her …

NSW Migration Heritage website, www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au.
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5c.5 The impact of world events on immigration 
to Australia
5c.5.1 Refugees
The waves of immigration to Australia have often been in response to global events, such as the massive 
displacement of people as a result of World War II. Most of these migrants were selected and arrived in 
Australia through government programs. Between 1947 and 1972 Australia took over 260 000 refugees 
through programs for permanent settlement.

Between 1972 and 2000 another 400 000 people settled in Australia under a variety of refugee programs 
established in response to world events and humanitarian crises. According to the United Nations (UN) 
definition, a refugee is a person who has ‘a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, membership of a particular group or political opinion’. Not all refugees arriving in 
Australia made their journey through government-sponsored programs.

5c.5.2 Impact of events in Indochina
About two million people became refugees as a result of the Vietnam War. In 1975 the communist-led 
forces of North Vietnam entered Saigon and conquered South Vietnam. Vietnam was reunited but, sadly, 
the suffering of Indochina — an area comprising Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia — had not ended. In neigh-
bouring Laos and Cambodia, communist governments also took power in 1975.

5c.4 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Create a series of diary entries recording the chain of events and experiences of a typical migrant arriving 

in Australia in the 1950s. Your entries should make references to the hardships that accompanied arrival in 
Australia.

2. Outline the process of chain migration and the role it played in bringing migrants to Australia.

Comprehension and communication
3. Write a brief tribute to the Italian Australian community, outlining their story of immigration to Australia and 

the place they have in modern Australian life.

Develop source skills
4. Using the evidence provided by SOURCES 1 and 3, describe why people chose to migrate to Australia and 

the hardships they had to endure.
5. The arrival of the SS Misr in 1947 received wide media coverage and protest.

(a) In small groups, discuss the reasons why this was such a controversial event in 1947.
(b) Compose a half-page response where you point out the strengths of a ‘multicultural human cargo’.

6. What event is captured in SOURCE 4?
7. Imagine you are one of the people in the SOURCE 4 photograph. Explain to an immigration official why the 

SOURCE 4 event was of such importance to your migrant community.
8. The SOURCE 6 account is a valuable piece of primary source evidence for historians researching Australian 

immigration. Read the account carefully and then complete the following.
(a) Identify the usefulness of this personal account to historians studying immigration.
(b) Identify any aspects of the account that would limit its usefulness as a source of historical information.
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 The boat people 
 In 1975 the fi rst boat people of modern times arrived in Australia. They 
made their way to Darwin as refugees fl eeing the aftermath of the Vietnam 
War. Many Indochinese fl ed their homelands to arrive in the desperately 
overcrowded refugee camps of Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and Hong 
Kong. Almost 700 000 Indochinese refugees arrived in Thailand alone. 
Thousands of people requiring shelter and food placed a heavy burden 
on these nations of fi rst  asylum . The Indochinese were stranded in these 
transit camps, waiting for years to lodge applications and be given consid-
eration as migrants in resettlement countries.  

 Thousands more Indochinese became boat people by sailing long dis-
tances in overcrowded and unseaworthy boats. They risked everything 
facing storms, pirate attack and starvation in their attempts to start life 
again in a new country. From 1976 to 1981, 56 boats carrying over 2000 
refugees reached Australia. Over 46 000 boat people had arrived in camps 
in Malaysia by 1978. The refugee problem became so serious that the 
Malaysian government began towing boatloads of Indochinese refugees 
back out to sea in an attempt to stop the fl ow.  

 As the number of refugees continued to increase, the problem became 
a major political and humanitarian issue and so a matter of international 
concern. In 1979, the Secretary-General of the UN convened a meeting in 
Geneva aimed at fi nding permanent homes for the refugees of Indochina. 

 Sixty-fi ve nations attended the conference to develop international agreements regarding the treatment of 
refugees. Vietnam acknowledged the large numbers of people leaving its shores illegally and agreed to allow 
orderly departure. Processing centres were established in refugee camps to speed up permanent resettlement. 

 There were many reasons such large numbers of Indochinese fl ed their countries, including: 
 •    people of ethnic Chinese descent feared being persecuted for their religious or political beliefs  
 •   people feared the new communist government because they had heard stories of the brutality of the new 

regimes  
 •   people who had worked with the defeated forces feared persecution because of their previous associations.   

 In Cambodia, power went in 1975 to the guerrilla forces known as the Khmer Rouge. Their leader 
Pol  Pot turned his country into a huge labour camp. Estimates vary, but between one and three million 

   SOURCE 1  Refugees 
from Indochina made life-
threatening sea voyages 
in overcrowded and 
fl imsy boats like this one, 
photographed in 1975. 
Countless numbers perished 
in their efforts to fi nd refuge 
in countries like Australia. 

  SOURCE 2  Nguyen Van Te was one of the 50 000 boat people existing in the harsh conditions of a Hong Kong 
refugee camp. Journalist Geoff Sims wrote the story of Te’s long journey to Australia and his experience of life 
as a refugee. 

 Three hundred people were crammed into a stone building about three times the size of an average home’s 
living room in most Western countries. They slept four to a single bunk with a board for a mattress and the 
bunks were stacked four high. They not only slept on them, they spent the day sitting on them. The only 
other space was the gap between the rows of bunks. There was nowhere to wash. There was little light or 
ventilation. The heat and humidity were stifl ing. 

 The building was just one of several. For ten minutes each afternoon the people held in this and the other 
buildings were allowed out into an exercise cage topped with barbed wire. 

 Green Island, just a stone’s throw off the western tip of Hong Kong Island, was the offi cial point of entry to the 
boat people, a ‘restricted area’ inaccessible to the media. It was here that the rudimentary processing was done — 
a basic sausage-machine approach, one might say in Hong Kong’s defence, by necessity. Hundreds more boat 
people were arriving in Hong Kong waters every day. People talked about the ‘record day’ when 2000 made the 
run into Hong Kong territorial waters after grouping and sheltering from a typhoon along the China coast. 

  G. Sims,  The Moving Story of Nguyen Van Te and Jim Ellis , ABC Books, 1991.  
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Cambodians were killed by the Khmer Rouge within a four-year period. Thousands more became refugees 
when they tried to escape the horror. All these refugees hoped for the chance for a better life away from the 
tragedy of Indochina.

Immigration and resettlement
Resettlement programs began under agreements made through the UN. In 
1979 a program of orderly departure from Vietnam was established for entry 
to Australia. It was primarily intended to deter the boat people. The Indo-
chinese refugees arrived in Australia in much the same way that refugees 
from previous wars had. Most were forced to leave all their possessions 
behind and many left their families. Thousands of families were torn apart 
during the conflict in Indochina and in the following long years of refugee 
life. Survivors of the war in Indochina are often part of a global immigrant 
community with close relatives scattered throughout the resettlement areas 
of Europe, America, Australia and Asia.

5c.5.3 Australia’s response to refugees
The arrival and settlement of refugees in Australia became a controversial 
issue in the 1970s. Refugee settlement after World War II was usually seen 
as a charitable act which was also of long-term benefit to Australia. Aus-
tralia has accepted refugees because:
 • refugees have been a welcome addition to our workforce
 • Australia has wanted to build a place in the world community by 

acknowledging the United Nations Convention of 1951, which defines 
who ‘refugees’ are and the legal responsibilities of all nations to provide 
refugees with protection

 • various religious and ethnic groups in Australia have strong family and 
cultural connections with refugee populations.

SOURCE 3 Excerpt from the book The Happiest Refugee by Anh Do, describing the desperation and suffering 
experienced by the Indochinese boat people on their voyages to destinations like Darwin

There was nothing but flat, blue water in every direction. The heat of the tropical afternoon sun clung to our 
skin and shoulders, and people tried to shield their eyes from the glare as the boat skidded along the frothy 
waves. The engine was spewing out thick petrol fumes and these, combined with the up-and-down motion, 
meant that our first few hours on-board were punctuated by bodies retching over the side of the vessel.

The boat was so small that we were jammed into every crevice, corner and spare patch of deck. It was 
almost impossible to get downstairs into the hold, which was heaving with sweating bodies and the suffocating 
stench of old fish. Forty people had transformed this tiny fishing boat into a living, seething mass of human 
desperation floating in the Eastern Sea.

Forty people on a nine by two and a half metre fishing boat, weighing the boat down so much that there was 
only half a metre of mossy wood between the rails of the boat and the waterline. Every time a big wave hit, 
we’d all scramble to bail out the water.

My mother, with a hot, crying child under each arm, stepped over and around bodies and made slow 
progress down into the hold, trying her best to calm two scared and delirious children. The boat’s provisions 
consisted mainly of rice and vegetables.

Dad and my uncles had decided we should hold off eating until evening, not just to preserve food but also to 
instil a sense of authority and discipline. By nightfall everyone was starving and found reasons to ask for more 
than their tiny share, but Dad had to be firm to make the rations last. After eating, people slumped in whatever 
space they could find and tried to sleep. I cried for a while then fell asleep next to mum. Despite all Mum’s 
attempts to soothe him, Khoa screamed throughout the night.

SOURCE 4 Anh Do (left), 
author of The Happiest 
Refugee, is now a 
successful comedian, actor 
and writer in Australia. He 
is pictured with his brother, 
Khoa Do, a filmmaker 
and community service 
volunteer who was named 
Young Australian of the 
Year in 2005.
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Between 1975 and 1987, most refugees arriving in Australia came from Asia and the Middle East, 
fleeing war in Indochina and Lebanon. The arrival of these asylum seekers in the 1970s stirred the early 
twentieth-century fears of a weakly defended Australia being swamped by millions of Asians coming from 
the north. The 1979 Orderly Departure Program appeared to provide a solution to the issues that came from 
unauthorised boat arrivals. In the 1990s, UN sanctions on Iraq and the continuing war in Afghanistan led to 
another increase in the number of boat arrivals seeking asylum. The government responded by placing this 
wave of refugees in detention centres. People arriving in Australia without immigration documentation had 
previously been housed in open reception centres while they awaited assessment of their claim for refugee 
status. Under the system of mandatory detention, anyone arriving in Australia without a visa is detained, 
and deported if not accepted as a refugee. Mandatory detention centres have been increasingly located in 
remote regions of Australia. Access to legal assistance and contact with Australian relatives has become 
difficult for refugees detained in remote locations.

Public opinion, expressed through the media, 
showed alarm and hostility to the ‘illegal’ arrivals of 
the 1990s. Media coverage of the arrival of asylum 
seekers made regular headline news. In 1999, the 
Australian Immigration Department responded by 
opening another detention centre at Woomera, a 
remote area of South Australia. Over 1000 men, 
women and children escaping from either the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan or Saddam Hussein’s regime in 
Iraq were detained at Woomera. Conditions there 
were harsh and, by 2002, detainees were staging 
hunger strikes in protest. Public sympathy for the 
plight of asylum seekers was limited by the suspi-
cion and anti-Muslim sentiment fuelled by the 2001 
terrorist attack on the United States.

Under the Border Protection Act 1999, Australian officials routinely inspect Indonesian fishing boats sus-
pected of carrying refugees into Australian waters. Such transportation of refugees into Australian waters, 
now known as ‘people smuggling’, has been seen by Australian governments as a criminal and terrorist threat 
to Australia’s national borders. The movement from humanitarian refugee resettlement schemes to manda-
tory detention continues to be the subject of much public debate. The detainment of children has been par-
ticularly controversial, with a 2004 Human Rights Commissioner’s report strongly condemning the policy.

Groups of asylum seekers from troubled lands such as Afghanistan continue to make the dangerous 
sea voyages from Indonesia to destinations such as 
Christmas Island and Ashmore Reef. In December 
2010, refugees aboard a boat hit by a fierce storm 
crashed against the cliffs of Christmas Island (see 
SOURCE 6). Of approximately 80 people on board, 
there were only 42 survivors. The public attitude 
and response to the arrival of asylum seekers in 
Australia is shaped by government press releases 
and the disturbing media images of such events. 
While homeland conflicts continue, desperate 
people will flee danger and persecution by any 
means possible. Maintaining a humane and sustain-
able response to the arrival of refugees in Australia 
remains the challenge.

SOURCE 5 Photograph of a barge carrying rescued 
suspected asylum seekers whose boat capsized off 
the coast of Christmas Island on 22 June, 2012

SOURCE 6 Photograph of an asylum-seeker 
boat being destroyed in a violent storm in 
December 2010
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SOURCE 7 Transcript of an ABC News report on mental health concerns for teenage asylum seekers

Tasmania’s Children’s Commissioner says some of the Pontville Detention Centre’s teenage asylum seekers are 
worried about their mental health and do not know why they are there.

Eileen Ashford met 29 of the 140 unaccompanied males aged between 13 and 17 at the centre near Hobart 
last week.

They are from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Kuwait.
Ms Ashford says some are worried about their mental health suffering while they wait for decisions on their 

status.
‘They actually have sleeping problems,’ she said.
‘There [are] mental health services out at Pontville and they have accessed them, but they are saying that 

they are very worried that they will “go mental” with worrying about what is going to happen to them and that is 
in their words.’

Ms Ashford says the detainees have not been given enough information.
‘They’ve been provided with no written information in their language regarding their status and their claims 

for asylum,’ the commissioner said.
‘So they’re quite worried what’s going to happen for them and when asked “are you bored”, their resounding 

voice (was) “we are really bored, we want to go to school and we want to be in the community”.’
Ms Ashford, who is the first person from the community to visit them, says English classes are provided and 

negotiations are continuing to have the detainees attend schools in the community.
While the centre has a gym, Ms Ashford says a sports ground is also needed.
‘They actually want to play soccer and cricket but there’s no oval at Pontville because of funds.’
‘So they’ve actually been playing soccer and cricket amongst themselves with no appropriate sports gear 

and actually injuring themselves.
‘Some of them had those stocking things you have on your feet.’
Pontville has a capacity for 260 minors.
Ms Ashford says most of the current group were transferred from Christmas Island and Leonora in Western 

Australia. Some have been in detention for up to six months.
She wants the group moved into the community while they await decisions on their future.
Ms Ashford has written to the Immigration Minister with her concerns.

ABC News, 4 March 2013.

5c.5 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Briefly explain why large numbers of Indochinese people became refugees in the 1970s.
2. Write a paragraph describing the response of the outside world to the refugee problem.

Investigate further
3. Using information from SOURCES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 the text and your own research, write a newspaper 

editorial drawing attention to the experience and continuing plight of the boat people who have made the 
journey to Australia.

4. Use Internet sources to learn more about Anh Do and Khoa Do. Create a short PowerPoint presentation on 
your findings.

Develop source skills
5. Use SOURCES 2–7 to briefly describe the challenges and difficulties faced by boat people refugees.
6. In small groups, discuss the usefulness of these sources to historians studying the impact of world events on 

immigration to Australia.
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5c.6 The migrant contribution to Australia
5c.6.1 The Good Neighbour Movement
In 1950 the Good Neighbour Movement was established by the Australian government to make migrants 
feel more welcome, and to encourage the established Australian community to accept newcomers. The gov-
ernment attempted to break down the prejudice against foreigners through special ABC broadcasts high-
lighting the contributions of migrant Australians.

Despite the policy of assimilation, ethnic communities were maintaining their identity through local 
community organisations, newspapers and social clubs. The influence of these ethnic communities was also 
changing Australia. The change to Australian society was most clearly seen through the revolution in eating 
and drinking habits. Before World War II eating out at restaurants was uncommon. Under the influence of a 
changed population, the menu broadened as it became popular to eat European and Asian food. Australians 
also discovered local wine was of world standard and so adopted the European custom of drinking wine 
with meals.

5c.6.2 Building a nation: the Snowy 
Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme
All assisted migrants over 16 years of age had to work. Immi-
gration provided the large and mobile workforce required for 
Australia’s ambitious post-war development plans. Migrants 
found work on farms, in factories, in the iron and steel indus-
tries and in the mines. The Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric 
Scheme was Australia’s largest post-war building project and 
one of the largest employers of migrant labour.

The Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme best expressed 
the Australian vision for the future. The grand scheme was 
designed to generate hydro-electricity by harnessing the power 
of the snow and rain that fell in the Snowy Mountains. The 
water was then channelled into massive tunnels to irrigate 
farming land to the west of the Great Dividing Range.

Huge post-war government building projects employed 
thousands of people. Two-thirds of the Snowy Mountains 
workers were migrants who had come from over 30 countries. 
In 1949 Australia had a shortage of scientific and engineering 
skills. A massive international recruitment program to find 
workers experienced in fields such as surveying, tunnelling, 
geology and hydrology was launched to meet the challenges 
posed by the Snowy Mountains project. With the highly 
skilled workers came many more thousands prepared to take 
whatever jobs they could find. They were the labour force that 
carved tunnels through the granite mountain range and built 
the 16 major dams. It was hard, dangerous and lonely work, 
with men often living in primitive conditions in basic camps 
for extended periods of time.

New towns were also built in the Snowy Mountains to accommodate the thousands of workers and their 
families. The cultural mix of these worker settlements established multicultural communities. In Cooma and 
Tumut delicatessens and restaurants opened offering a range of foods catering for European tastes. Despite 
Australian government policies promoting assimilation, the migrant workers of the Snowy Mountains did not 

SOURCE 1 Construction of the 
Eucumbene–Tumut tunnel, part of the 
Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme

SOURCE 2 The great variety of 
nationalities that came together to work 
on the government building programs 
established a vision of what multicultural 
Australia could achieve.
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leave behind the cultural practices and beliefs of their homelands. German carpenters continued to wear their 
traditional carpenters’ uniform of black corduroys, identifying them as members of the guild in Germany. The 
contribution of the migrant community to the construction of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme 
was recognised in 1959, when the town of Cooma built an avenue of flags acknowledging the people of 
many lands who had overcome hardship and isolation to bring the vision to reality.

5c.6.3 Migrant communities: Lebanese Australians
While the largest group of migrants to come to Australia have been from Britain, many nationalities have 
shaped the Australian identity and built our modern nation. From the middle of the nineteenth century, 
migrants from Lebanon began settling in Australia. They established one of New South Wales oldest and 
largest migrant communities. There have been four main periods of Lebanese immigration to Australia:
 • 1880s – 1920s: Before World War I, the 

country of Lebanon was under the control 
of the Ottoman Empire and located in the 
Ottoman province of Syria. Migrants from 
Lebanon were also known as Syrians or 
Ottomans and were issued with Turkish 
travel documents. With Federation, and the 
introduction of the White Australia policy, 
the Lebanese were classified as Asians and 
the government restricted further Lebanese 
immigration.

 • 1920–1945: From 1920, Lebanese 
migrants were granted access to Australian 
citizenship when the Australian government 
introduced the Nationality Act 1920, 
which allowed non-British residents living 
in Australia for five or more years to be 
naturalised. During this period, Lebanese communities became more widespread in urban and rural 
Australia and created a network of Lebanese businesses.

 • 1945 – 1960s: Lebanon gained independence in 1943 and the term ‘Lebanese’ was widely adopted. 
After the end of World War II, Lebanese migrants again began arriving in Australia in small numbers. 
By 1947 there were 1886 Lebanese-born Australians. They were overwhelmingly Christian and 
continued to establish communities in Sydney and the larger regional centres of rural Australia. In the 
1950s, the first groups of Muslim families arrived in Australia from north Lebanon.

 • 1970s – present: Civil war in Lebanon in the 1970s and 1980s brought greater numbers of Lebanese 
refugees to Australia, many helped by friends and relatives already settled. By 1991 there were over 
68 000 Lebanese-born Australians.

Contributing to Australia’s cultural and economic development — the Khoury Abi 
Esber family
Paul Khoury Abi Esber was born in 1914 in Kfarhata, Lebanon. He was the youngest of seven children 
and the son of the priest in the local Orthodox church. When Paul was 10 years of age, his sister, Elmose, 

RETROFILE
The Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme was the biggest engineering project ever undertaken in Australia. 
It was designed to include 16 massive dams, 80 km of aqueducts, 140 km of tunnels, seven power stations 
and seven regional towns. Work on the scheme was dangerous, with 150 workers losing their lives during 
construction. In 1975 the scheme was finally completed at a cost of $820 million.

SOURCE 3 The Cedars of Lebanon Folkloric Group 
performing in Sydney in 2011
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migrated to Australia with her husband. They settled in the New South Wales town of Narromine. With the 
death of Elmose’s husband, and her three young children to raise, Paul left Lebanon to be of help to his 
sister. With a loan of 25 pounds in his pocket, he arrived in Australia in 1937.

Paul Khoury spent some time with Elmose and the children, and then moved to the historic goldmining 
town of Gulgong where he opened the PK, Paul Khoury, Store. The PK store was a clothing and fabric 
shop, following the traditional Lebanese community practice of establishing small businesses selling cloth, 
sheets and towels. At the beginning of the twentieth century Lebanese communities grew in the inner-city 
suburbs of Redfern, Waterloo and Surry Hills. Members of the community opened warehouses and fac-
tories providing employment for the newly arrived. They also provided business opportunities, through 
the supply of small goods such as ribbons and fabric off-cuts on credit, to those prepared to try their luck 
selling these goods in country towns. The Lebanese community established a network of rural businesses 
and so encouraged the economic development of rural New South Wales. Churches and Lebanese commu-
nity organisations also helped to preserve the contact between these geographically scattered people.

When war broke out in 1939 Paul volunteered for enlistment. Lebanon was under the control of Vichy 
France and so the Lebanese in Australia were officially regarded as ‘enemy aliens’. This was despite the 
Lebanese contribution to Australia’s development during the previous decades. With the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor and Japan’s entry into the war every volunteer was needed. Paul enlisted in March 1940 into the 
2/3rd Battalions where he served in New Guinea for two years, with nine months on the Kokoda Track. 
Paul was discharged from the Australian army in March 1946 and returned to his shop in Gulgong.

Many non-British migrants who have arrived since 1945 were the friends and relatives of those who had 
landed before 1939. This process of chain migration began with the early European arrivals — the pioneer 

SOURCE 4 (a) The Esber family in Lebanon (b) Landing permit for the Esber Family, 1951 (c) Paul Khoury with 
his extended family, Anzac Day 2007 (d) Paul Khoury on his last day of army life, 21 March 1946 (e) Three 
generations of the Khoury Abi Esber family in Australia, 1954 (f) Paul Khoury on Anzac Day 1988

 a  b

 c  d  e  f
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settlers who wrote home to their relatives telling of the opportunities open to them in the new land. Letters 
and personal stories brought further migrants. Strong family ties, rather than just individual gain, were the 
force behind so much of the migration to Australia during the post-war period.

In January 1951 Paul’s 21-year-old niece, Angel, arrived in Sydney aboard the Florentia. She left Lebanon 
for a new life in Australia with her husband John and their infant daughter, Laudy. They settled with Paul in 
Gulgong and joined the family business. Another generation of the Khoury family was established in Australia.

When Paul Khoury died in June 2008, the local newspaper paid tribute to the hard work and contribu-
tion made by this treasured member of the Gulgong community. His service to the people of Gulgong was 
long, including 19 years of volunteer work for the hospital and nine years as president of the shire council. 
Before coming to Australia, Paul Khoury had been a teacher who spoke Arabic, French and English. In 
bringing pieces of his old world to his new land he enriched Australia. Paul Khoury’s place in the civic and 
social life of his town was expressed in the Gulgong Weekly eulogy. It said that to this community he was 
‘the impeccably dressed little man with the big smile and big heart, with his hand out to greet you and help 
you, he was always the gentleman. A fine citizen and a great Australian’.

Cultural diversity
Social habits changed in Australia in the 1960s and 1970s, along with the composition of the Australian 
population. In the mid 1960s skilled migrants were in demand and were admitted as permanent residents. 
By the 1960s only Israel had a higher immigrant population than Australia. By 1970 Australia had become 
a culturally diverse society, with more than 2.5 million Australians having been born overseas. Australian 
cities, under the influence of this massive post-war immigration, became more cosmopolitan.

The year 1988 was designated the Year of Citizenship. Representing the varied homelands of Australia’s 
migrants and symbolising Australia’s successful policy of multiculturalism were two people applying 
for citizenship: Ngoc Anh Nguyen, a Vietnamese refugee who arrived 
in 1981, and Nigel Stoker, a Scotsman who had arrived in Australia 
in 1984. They were granted the two millionth Australian citizenship.

Immigration has had a deep effect on the lives of all Australians 
and it continues to shape our nation. The preservation of people’s 
links with their countries of birth, including the use of native lan-
guages, has strengthened and enriched our cultural diversity. The 
real story of multicultural Australia is not one of immigration statis-
tics and government policies. It is a story of lives — the stories of 
hardship, loss, loneliness, determination and achievement — that 
are the migrant experience in Australia.

India
9.49%

UK 8.89%

Philippines
4.79%

South Africa 3.99%

Vietnam 2.19%
New Zealand 2.1% Spain 1.2%

USA 1.4%Malta 2.0%
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China 12.7%
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Other 16.4%
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10.4%
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Other 40.58%

SOURCE 6 Changing patterns of Australian immigration since the late 1950s

SOURCE 5 A citizenship ceremony 
expressing the identity and values 
of modern multicultural Australia
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5c.6.4 Australia and the world
Changing migration policies, and the final 
abolition of the White Australia policy, led to 
the emergence of a more independent Aus-
tralian foreign policy. A multicultural Aus-
tralia rejected racism and was in a position to 
develop new international relationships that 
would engage Australia more fully in world 
politics:
 • Australia opposed the apartheid system of 

government in South Africa and actively 
supported the movement for black majority 
rule in Rhodesia, renamed Zimbabwe.

 • Australia’s administration of Papua New 
Guinea was brought to an end with full 
independence being granted in 1975.

 • Australia opposed French testing of nuclear 
weapons at Mururoa Atoll in the South 
Pacific and took France to the International 
Court of Justice.
Asia was now regarded as Australia’s region of opportunity. Even before the ceasefire in Vietnam had 

been declared, the new Whitlam government recognised and then established diplomatic relationships 
with the old cold war enemy, the People’s Republic of China. The domino theory image of communism 
sweeping through Asia was replaced by a growing awareness of trade possibilities and diplomacy as the 
way to develop new partnerships.

New foreign policy initiatives were put in 
place to attain a stronger position for Australia 
in the Asia–Pacific region, including:
 • beginning diplomatic relations with Vietnam
 • establishing an Australian embassy in the 

Chinese capital, Beijing
 • replacing diplomacy with the SEATO 

military alliance
 • maintaining ANZUS because it was an 

alliance of Pacific nations
 • strengthening and promoting ASEAN 

(Association of South-East Asian Nations)
 • reassessing forward defence policy and 

withdrawing Australian troops from Asia.
In 1989 the nations of the Asia–Pacific 

region were brought together through an Aus-
tralian initiative called APEC, the Asia–Pacific 
Economic Cooperation. The objective was to bring to a close the Cold War rivalries of the past through 
encouraging cooperation in trade, investment, tourism, telecommunication and development projects.

Sydney was the host city for the 2007 APEC conference. Thirty-five years had passed since the White 
Australia policy had been abandoned. From a country that once regarded its region with suspicion has 
emerged a twenty-first century Australia that recognises and values this partnership with the nations of Asia 
and the wider world.

SOURCE 7 The leader of China, Mao Zedong, meeting 
with the Australian prime minister, Gough Whitlam. The 
1973 meeting marked the beginning of Australia’s official 
recognition of communist China.

SOURCE 8 Chinese New Year being celebrated with a 
dragon dance in Australia
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5c.6.5 Skill builder: Explaining and communicating historical 
experience: using a range of communication forms
Primary sources help to connect us to the past. They provide the evidence that enables us to construct the stories of 
past events, people and places. Primary sources are not only text-based written documents. Rich sources of primary 
evidence can be found in many places, such as family photo albums. Photographs provide a unique insight into 
personal life, particularly when combined with letters, diaries, paintings, memoirs and oral history.
Consider the photos shown in SOURCE 4, from the album of the Khoury Abi Esber family. The photos capture 
people and moments from the past. A collection of family photos can help the historian to develop empathetic 
understanding; in this case, the photos convey an appreciation of the complexity of the migrant experience. The 
photos help explain why the Khoury Abi Esber family made the long journey to Australia from Lebanon, how they 
adapted to life in their new land and how they contributed to the building of twentieth-century Australia.
Look through your family photo album to investigate your own heritage as expressed through the record of family 
photos. Explain and communicate your family’s story through graphic or digital forms. Your purpose is to create 
a treasured and unique historical record, based on the primary source evidence that photos provide. Begin your 
heritage photo album or digital record by:

• sorting your photos into chronological order to identify the changes that have occurred, and also to establish a 
sense of family continuity and belonging

• discussing the background to photos with older relatives to establish where and when photos were taken, who 
took them and what they show

• compiling a journal of family facts to provide a context, or background, to your primary source record
• constructing a family tree, including places and countries of birth.
Now design an album or digital record communicating the story of your family — this may include attaching other 

primary sources of evidence, such as marriage certificates, letters, fabric from clothing or favourite family recipes. Use 
your collected sources to convey your family’s unique story.

5c.6 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, 
go to your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Check knowledge and understanding
1. Create a mind map summarising the ways in which Australia changed as a result of the migration scheme 

established at the end of World War II.
2. Explain the contribution that Lebanese migrants made to the development of Australia before World War II.
3. Define the term enemy alien and explain what it meant for the Lebanese communities in Australia before 

World War II.

Comprehension and communication
4. Refer to the source photos and migrant memoirs in this unit. Imagine that you have been given the 

opportunity to give a speech to a group of senior citizens who arrived in Australia from Europe, the Middle 
East or Asia during the decades after World War II. Undertake your own historical investigation into the 
migrant contribution to the development of twenty-first century Australia. Identify the different phases of 
migration and settlement, and the major ethnic groups who have come to Australia. Focus your area of 
enquiry on the contribution made, despite the challenges faced. Write a speech of thanks outlining the 
contribution that these people made to the development of our multicultural nation, and recognising the 
hardship of their early years in this country.

Develop source skills
5. SOURCES 1 and 2 are two photographic records of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme. Using 

these sources as a starting point, discuss in small groups why the scheme was so important and why it is 
a significant part of the history of post-war Australia. In your discussion you should consider the particular 
contribution made by the migrant workforce to the successful completion of the scheme.

6. Design a poster celebrating the role of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme in forging our modern 
multicultural Australia.

7. SOURCE 3 captures an image of multicultural Australia. Write a letter to your local paper describing an event 
like this that has taken place in your community and how it enriches our broader Australian community.
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  5c.7   Review  
 5c.7.1 Review 

8.   Contrast the policy of assimilation with multiculturalism. With reference to SOURCE 3, explain the impact the 
change in government policy had on Australia’s identity.  

9.   Examine the pie charts shown in SOURCE 6. Outline the main immigration trends you can identify from the 
source information.  

10.   When the SOURCE 7 photograph was published in the newspapers of 1973, it sparked wide community 
discussion. Write a paragraph explaining why you think SOURCE 7 was such a signifi cant image for 
Australians.  

11.   SOURCE 8 captures a popular image of multiculturalism. What other symbols and images of multiculturalism 
can you think of in Australian daily life?   

Deepen and check your understanding of the topic with the following resources 
and auto-marked questions:

 � Australia’s changing identity

KEY TERMS
alien a person with citizenship of a country outside the country in which they are living
apartheid segregation between races as practised in twentieth-century South Africa
artisan a person skilled in industry, crafts or art
assimilation a policy that forces people to conform to the attitudes, customs and beliefs of the majority of the 
population
assisted immigration a government scheme providing subsidised fares and incentives to encourage 
immigration to Australia
asylum a refuge or sanctuary providing protection against persecution or danger
census the offi cial statistical records of inhabitants of a country including details such as age and occupation
cosmopolitan not limited to one part of the world
displaced people people who have been forced outside the national boundaries of their country
diverse many different kinds, forms or characters
EEC European Economic Community, an organisation established in 1957 to promote economic cooperation 
between European nations
immigration coming into a new country for the purpose of permanent settlement
Indochina peninsular region of South-East Asia including Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia
internment confi nement, particularly during wartime
Nissen hut a prefabricated steel structure used extensively during World War II for accommodation for soldiers
primary produce goods coming from farming, fi shing, forestry and mining
Vichy France the French government that collaborated with Germany between 1940 and 1944

5c.7 Activities
To answer questions online and to receive immediate feedback and sample responses for every question, go to 
your learnON title at www.jacplus.com.au. Note: Question numbers may vary slightly.

Go online to access additional end of topic resources such as interactivities and printable worksheets.

  ONLINE ONLY 
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Practise your historical skills
Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
1. Design a snakes and ladders board game reflecting the history of immigration to Australia. Your board game 

should identify, in chronological order, major policy changes and events from the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries that shaped the story of immigration to Australia.

2. Under the official policy of assimilation, all migrants and Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders were expected 
to conform to the ways of Australian people of British origin. Under the policy of multiculturalism, there is 
wider acceptance of other cultures, customs and traditions. Working in small groups, discuss the meaning of 
the terms assimilation, multiculturalism and human rights, and then have a brainstorming session about the 
advantages and disadvantages of each policy and how they would affect human rights. Refer to SOURCE 1 
for ideas on the impact of government policy on human rights.

Analysis and use of sources
3. SOURCE 2 depicts an image of nineteenth-century Australia that is not often seen.

(a) Describe the scene illustrated in the source and the unexpected insight it provides into this period of our 
history.

(b) Imagine you are the director of a documentary history of immigration and the birth of multiculturalism. 

You will need to research this subject before you begin planning your series. During your research, collect 
evidence of the changing ethnic background of nineteenth-century Australia from primary source material 
such as photographs, cartoons, letters and government publications. When you feel you have developed 
an understanding of the topic, write director’s notes indicating what should be covered in each episode 
and the various sources of information on the story of Australia and its people.

SOURCE 1 The vice-president of Sydney’s Chinatown Chamber of Commerce, King Fong, describes the 
problems for Chinese people trying to establish businesses in the first half of the twentieth century.

In those days, when you went into the white man’s business it was difficult … before the end of the White 
Australia Policy in the 1970s, it took 15 years [for a Chinese person] to become an Australian citizen. You 
were not even allowed to leave your place of employment. Immigration used to check the books twice a 
year … None of us spoke out. It was the law; there were no human rights tribunals in those days.

Quoted in the Sydney Morning Herald, 13 August 1999.

SOURCE 2 A wood engraving from The Australasian 
Sketcher of 1876 entitled A Game of Euchre. It depicts a 
multicultural Australia on the goldfields.
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4. Using SOURCE 3 and your own knowledge, outline the reasons that the Labor government initiated a 
massive immigration program after the end of World War II and why refugees from Europe came to Australia.

Perspectives and interpretations
5. The SOURCE 4 poster was designed to appeal to 

European refugees seeking permanent homes and 
employment opportunities. Imagine that Arthur Calwell 
has asked you to design posters to educate Australians 
about the value of non-British immigration to Australia 
in the 1940s and 1950s. Have a class discussion on 
the different angles you could look at and then design 
a series of promotional posters that will help the 1950s 
immigration program gain acceptance.

Empathetic understanding
6. In small groups, investigate the history of one ethnic 

group in your community. Research the place of the 
group in your community by asking questions, looking 
at small business directories or checking the local 
history collection at your library. You can fi nd out 
more by contacting a migrant or community support 
group (often run through your local government). Find 
out how the ethnic and cultural identity has been 
preserved by interviewing members of the community 
about subjects like the role of family and celebration. 
If you are interviewing, ensure that you have questions 
prepared that require more than a yes or no answer. 
Once you have completed your research as the 
historian, create a presentation using the voices of the 
migrant community to tell the story of life in modern 
multicultural Australia.

Research
7. Enjoy multiculturalism by researching the food, music and celebration of an ethnic group of your choice. 

Cook the food, play the music and spend a lesson sharing in the fun of multicultural Australia.

SOURCE 4 An Australian government 
immigration poster designed in 1947 for 
display in the European camps for displaced 
people

SOURCE 3 Excerpt from the Australian Labor Party immigration policy, 1966

The Labor party which formulated, inaugurated and built our great migration scheme, gives and always 
has given, a warm welcome to migrants from other lands. It remembers with pride and gratitude the 
contributions made over the past 178 years by people of Continental European origin, including those of 
German, Scandinavian, French, Italian, Dutch and Greek blood, and those who came from Lebanon and 
from Asia.

The Labor party is appreciative of what has been, and is being accomplished by the 500 000 British 
and Irish, post second world war migrants, and the 500 000 people from many countries in Europe who 
migrated here during the same period.

Labor believes that our policy of assimilation and absorption is the only sensible policy for Australia to 
pursue.

It is determined to continue to oppose, for many obvious reasons, any attempt to create a multi-racial 
society in our midst. We can and do absorb migrants from Asia as well as from Europe, and we shall 
continue to do so, but a policy that avoids the tragedies of Ceylon, Fiji, Indonesia and Singapore — to 
give but a few instances — is one to be supported. It must have the support of all Australians, young and 
old and whether born in this country or not, who are mindful of their heritage and the need to maintain 
and improve their living and social conditions.
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Explanation and communication
8. Look at how the Australian media covers events in Asia today. Collect newspaper cuttings for one month 

and then prepare a class presentation on Asian current affairs that are of significance to Australia.
9. Write an essay response to the following question: ‘To what extent was adopting multiculturalism a turning 

point in Australian society?’ In your response, refer to specific examples and source material to support 
your argument.

10. Investigate the ethnic background of a well-known Australian. You may like to consider an Australian sports 
personality or entertainer such as Jimmy Barnes, Anh Do, George Gregan or Kostya Tszyu. Make a class 
display of the contribution of migrant Australia to public life.

11. In the 1940s and 1950s the slogan was ‘populate or perish’. Imagine that you have been given the 
opportunity to design an advertising campaign to promote a twenty-first-century immigration program. 
Put together a series of posters, slogans and advertisements that you feel express the spirit of modern 
multicultural Australia.
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