
Annually, students across Australia sit down to complete the NAPLAN 
(National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy), an assessment 
designed to determine if students are performing above, at or below the 
national minimum standards. 

These core skills are tested as they are crucial to student development 
and broader academic success, and therefore can also help inform future 
curriculum updates. 

For teachers, these outcomes provide insights into potential learning 
gaps at a student or cohort level, and can be used, within reason, as a 
guide to determine how well Australian students are learning core English 
and Mathematics skills. Teachers may use this information to adjust their 
teaching plans. 

The Teacher’s Guide to NAPLAN 
in 2017 and beyond 
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Before we explore how teachers can 
prepare, let’s dig into the numbers. 

This fact sheet is designed to help Australian teachers prepare students for the NAPLAN in 2017. 
Topics include relevant findings and important considerations from the 2016 results, a three-
step process to ready yourself, and your students, and advice for NAPLAN Online in 2019.



Overall, since 2008, there has been little change in Year 7 results across all assessment areas. Girls, on 
average, scored higher than boys in all facets of the literacy domain including reading, writing, spelling, 
grammar and punctuation.

Western Australia and Queensland have seen more improvement than other states, but the ACT, New South 
Wales and Victoria still have the highest achievement. 
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In 2016, 95% of Australian students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 completed the NAPLAN test. Overall, the test indicated 
that for Australian students, there were minor increases in reading and numeracy, and a decrease in writing 
skills. 

It is important to note that although Year 7 and 9 writing results have decreased since 2011, that there was a change 
in 2011-2015 from narrative writing, which tells a story, to persuasive writing, which forms an argument to persuade 
the reader. It returned to narrative writing for the 2016 NAPLAN so this may have impacted the results.  

While both primary and secondary school students are assessed, the following trends seem to appear when isolating 
the secondary school students. 

What we learned from the 2016 NAPLAN 
results 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-12-13/naplan-key-takeaways-from-results/8114880

Year 7 key findings
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NAPLAN 2016 results for Year 7 Australian students

Year
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Students’ numeracy and reading results have not significantly changed since 2008. 

In literacy, writing average scores for females were higher than average scores for males. Reading, spelling 
and grammar, and punctuation average scores were also slightly higher for females than for males across all 
states.  

In numeracy, males and females scored fairly evenly, with scores for males marginally higher across all states. 
The exception is Northern Territory, where scores were almost equal. 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-12-13/naplan-key-takeaways-from-results/8114880
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Year 9 key findings

NAPLAN 2016 results for Year 9 Australian students

Findings related to student backgrounds 
When student background is considered, the following general findings emerge:

Students from non-English speaking backgrounds performed strongly regardless of year level.

When comparing students where their first language is English, there is a large gap between the lower 
scoring and higher scoring students.

Indigenous students’ outcomes have improved, but are still well below that of non-Indigenous students.

The higher the parent’s qualifications, as well as their level of employment, the better the students’ 
outcomes are in the test.

Year

Overall, outcomes have flat-lined over the past three years and it is difficult to determine 
exactly why. It is clear that finding solutions to increase these results overall — and in particular, 
bridging the gap between students with different home backgrounds — is a crucial next step for 
the development of Australian students. 
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What changes are happening for NAPLAN – 
2017 and beyond

As you may already know, NAPLAN was set to begin the shift from traditional pen and paper to an online testing 
environment in 2017. However, over the last few months, and in some cases weeks, all Australian states and 
territories have decided to delay their participation in the initial stage of the online rollout. According to reports, the 
reasons range from schools with infrastructure that isn’t technically ready, to glitches with the online platform that 
may affect student’s results. As Victorian Education Minister James Merlino said, “While we firmly believe in the benefits 
of NAPLAN Online, I will not put Victorian students in a situation that could compromise their results”.

The pen and paper test will be completed as per usual by Australian students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in the second 
week of May – from Tuesday the 9th May until Thursday 11th May. 

As for the online test, Robert Randall, Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority Chief Executive 
Officer, confirmed that “NAPLAN will continue to be undertaken as a paper test in 2017” and emphasised that “Moving 
NAPLAN online by 2019 has been a goal of all states and territories for several years now and that shared commitment 
continues”.  

From our perspective at Jacaranda, the move to online makes perfect sense since online assessment makes testing 
and marking particularly efficient, and students are becoming more accustomed to the format as teachers continue 
to integrate it into their classrooms. Plus, according to NAPLAN, online testing offers more precise results and the 
ability to tailor testing so that students are assigned questions to match their skill level. 

Still, despite the obvious benefits, this delay with NAPLAN Online reiterates the importance of using proven and 
trusted online platforms – anything less can create unnecessary risks and potentially negative outcomes for teaching 
and learning. 

20192017

So what does this mean for NAPLAN 2017 and the online test?
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We’ve covered the why of NAPLAN so now we look to the how. While the test will continue to be paper-based this 
year, with all schools eventually going online, it is best practice to start thinking now about how you can prepare 
students for an online testing environment. Importantly, being prepared not only means assigning students study 
content that matches the assessed areas, but also offering students the chance to familiarise themselves with the 
format and the style of questions they will encounter during the test. For example, Mathematics questions tend to be 
very diagrammatic whereas English questions are more comprehensive.

At this time of year, schools are likely in the final stages of planning for this coming NAPLAN and all teachers should 
have an understanding of the schedule for the week. However, as for any test, preparation is key, so here are three 
key steps to ensure you and your students go into the testing period this May and beyond with confidence.

   

1 Brief students
This may seem obvious, but providing an overview of NAPLAN, and an explanation of why it’s 
important, gives students clarity and confidence to set them up for a successful NAPLAN.  Still, it’s 
critical not to put unnecessary pressure on students. Remind them that NAPLAN isn’t the “be all and 
end all”, as there are many measures throughout the year to determine students’ ability. The goal 
should be to maximise their motivation to perform well, while minimising their stress over the actual 
test.

2 Look to previous results
While national results are certainly of interest, previous NAPLAN results of students taking the test 
this year are even more important for teachers to reference. These help teachers target areas that 
need improvement, either on a cohort or individual-student basis, to maximise students’ potential 
for success. 

3 Complete sample tests with students
This is an important step since it gives students a preview of what to expect before they complete 
the assessment. This will brief the students on how to best tackle the test, and expose them to the 
style of questions they will encounter.

3 useful steps to prepare students for 
NAPLAN 2017 and beyond



While NAPLAN is no longer moving online this year, it will by 2019 so if you’re trying to get 
ahead, we’ve got some extra tips for you:
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4 Show students how to complete an online test
Switching from paper to online may seem like a natural evolution, particularly for digital natives, 
but answering questions in an online environment introduces some new challenges. Therefore, it’s 
advisable that both you and your students become familiar with an online assessment platform, 
and become comfortable with the device they will be using. An excellent resource is the public 
demonstration on the NAPLAN website: https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-
online/naplan-online-public-demonstration-site.  Each “mini-test” (one for each year level) consists 
of questions similar to the planned NAPLAN Online tests.

5 Introduce online into the everyday classroom
It’s important to remember that for digital natives, their entire world is online and this won’t change 
as they enter the workforce later down the track. This means that their skills need to match and 
the classroom is a great place to start  their development. So if you’re not implementing digital 
resources and activities yet, now is the time. It not only makes changes such as NAPLAN Online far 
less stressful, but importantly, prepares students for the new world of work.
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How teachers can use Jacaranda digital 
resources to prepare students for NAPLAN
Several of the Jacaranda digital 
resources for Years 7 and 9 include 
dedicated NAPLAN content to help 
your English and Mathematics students 
prepare for the test.

If you’re not a customer yet, keep 
reading to find out what you can gain by 
switching.
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Using learnON

This year, Jacaranda launched learnON, a new digital learning platform that powers select new titles for the Victorian 
Curriculum and Australian Curriculum. A comprehensive online platform, learnON inherently develops students’ 
online literacy skills, teaching them how to answer interactive questions and navigate online learning formats with 
ease. That means that, if you’re using learnON in your classroom (and not just the PDFs), then you’ve already started 
to prepare your students for the online testing environment…without even realising it!  

For Mathematics teachers, learnON has you covered for NAPLAN since both the Maths Quest 7 and Maths Quest 
9 titles have an entire topic solely dedicated to NAPLAN practice. 

Topic one in each title is specifically designed to help prepare students for the NAPLAN by providing:

Students can even complete practice questions that prepare them for different parts of the test, including questions 
with and without the use of a calculator. 

NAPLAN style questions – giving students the opportunity to practice questions they can expect to answer in 
the test. 

A NAPLAN overview – giving students an outline of how to best prepare and useful strategies to successfully 
complete the test.
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Using Knowledge Quest

For English teachers, the educational online game Knowledge Quest seamlessly mixes educational content with 
gameplay to help students learn and master essential English skills, while preparing them for NAPLAN in a fun, 
dynamic and supportive environment. 

As students progress through engaging quest-based and interactive challenges, graded NAPLAN-style questions 
(available for each concept) are automatically marked, providing students with ongoing immediate and meaningful 
feedback. Teachers can assign specific topics in advance (based on classroom or individual results) or let students 
self-select what they want to review.

With Knowledge Quest Teacher Edition, teachers have visibility of students’ results at a concept, topic or module 
level to facilitate early intervention and direct valuable teaching time to specific areas of need for each student — 
invaluable in the lead-up to NAPLAN and beyond.

Not a learnON customer yet? You can still leverage other Jacaranda supporting digital resources to help students 
prepare for NAPLAN. If you’re a Jacaranda Digital Bundle customer, these resources are automatically included.
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For both students and teachers, NAPLAN can certainly be a source of stress. That’s 
why we asked Pauline Holland, former teacher of 33 years and current publisher 
for Jacaranda, for her take. Here’s what she had to say: 

“Teachers should ensure that students are familiar with the format of the NAPLAN tests 
to give them every opportunity to demonstrate improvement in these skills. It’s also 
important that teachers see NAPLAN as just one of many assessment tools.” 
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One last piece of advice 

Using assessON

For Mathematics teachers, Jacaranda’s unique online assessment tool assessON makes NAPLAN preparation 
easier for Years 7 and 9 students. Teachers can access online NAPLAN numeracy practice tests with automatic 
marking that provides students with instant feedback. Customers using Maths Quest 7 and Maths Quest 9 will 
appreciate that assessON is aligned with the Jacaranda Maths Quest series, meaning less time spent on finding 
relevant questions for NAPLAN practice tests.

assessON Teacher Edition enables teachers to track student progress against national curriculum requirements so 
they can identify individual strengths and weaknesses and intervene at the right time.

To learn more about Jacaranda digital resources, including the new learnON platform, 
visit our website at www.jacaranda.com.au


