
Section VI: Success Stories 
 
 
Now in Sight: Success Against an Infection That Blinds [Trachoma] Available 
at: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/16/health/trachoma-blindness-nepal.html 
Excerpts: “Following a 20-year campaign, trachoma has been eliminated as a public health 
menace in at least seven poor countries…In May, the World Health Organization declared that 
Nepal had eliminated trachoma as a public health problem, making it the sixth country to do so. 
In June, Ghana became the seventh…Quietly, in the shadow of fights against better-known 
diseases like Ebola, AIDS and malaria, the 20-year battle against trachoma is chalking up 
impressive victories…Those successes, experts say, show the wisdom of advocating and 
enforcing basic public health practices, rather than waiting for a miracle cure or a new vaccine.” 
 
Treatment Technologies for Emerging Contaminants in Water: A review Available at: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1385894717306502 
 
 
FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO. 2017. The State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World 2017. Building resilience for peace and food security. Rome, FAO. Available at: 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-I7695e.pdf 

(This publication is the result of a collaboration of FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WHO and WFP, and is a first 
step towards a comprehensive global analysis of the links between food security and nutrition. The report warns that 
the greater number of conflicts, whose impacts are often exacerbated by climate-related shocks, is one of the main 
drivers behind the fact that after steadily declining for over a decade, global hunger appears to be on the rise once 
more.) 
 
 

FAO. 2017a. FAO’s work on climate change. United Nations Climate Change Conference 
2017.  http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8037e.pdf 

(This publication presents FAO’s key messages on climate change and food security. It includes examples of 
FAO’s support to countries so that they are better able to adapt to the impacts of climate change in the 
agricultural sectors. It also brings together FAO’s most up-to-date knowledge on climate change, including tools 
and methodologies used to support countries’ climate commitments and action plans.) 
 

 
FAO. 2017b. The future of food and agriculture: trends and challenges. Rome. Available at: 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6583e.pdf 

(This report contributes to a common understanding of the major long-term trends and challenges that will determine 
the future of food security and nutrition, rural poverty, the efficiency of food systems, and the sustainability and 
resilience of rural livelihoods, agricultural systems and their natural resource base. In FAO’s view, there are 10 key 
challenges that need to be addressed if we are to succeed in eradicating hunger and poverty, while making agriculture 
and food systems sustainable. Those challenges include the uneven demographic expansion that will take place in the 
coming decades, the threats posed by climate change, the intensification of natural disasters and upsurges in 
transboundary pests and diseases, and the need to adjust to major changes taking place in global food systems.) 
 

 



FAO. 2017c. Save food for a better climate! Translating the food loss and waste challenge 
into climate action. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i8000e.pdf 

(This publication aims to inform on the interrelationship between food loss and waste and climate change. In this 
context, it highlights the related impacts and outlines the recent global frameworks adopted by the international 
community, and how they have been translated into national priorities and targets. It explores climate technology 
options along with the challenges and opportunities related to financing needs. Finally, the publications identifies 
ways and enabling factors to reduce food loss and waste as part of the collective effort to enhance ambition for climate 
action while simultaneously delivering the other objectives of the 2030 Agenda.) 
 
 

FAO. 2017d. Climate Smart Agriculture: building resilience to climate change. Available at: 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7931e.pdf 

(Climate-smart agriculture (CSA) is a concept that calls for integrating climate change adaptation and mitigation 
into agricultural growth strategies. This book provides tested good practices and innovative approaches for promoting 
CSA systems in support of food security at country level.) 
 
 

FAO. 2017e. FAO Strategy on Climate Change. Available at: http://www.fao.org/3/a-
i7175e.pdf 

(FAO’s new climate change strategy refocuses its work to serve global process targeting mitigation of and adaptation 
to climate change. Built on decades of accumulated global experience and expertise, the strategy translates FAO’s 
core mandate into strategic choices and action priorities at the global, regional, national and local levels with the 
central goal of supporting countries in achieving their commitments to face climate change.) 
 
 

FAO. 2016a. The State of Food and Agriculture. Climate change, agriculture and food 
security. Available at:  http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6030e.pdf 

(The Paris Agreement, adopted in December 2015, represents a new beginning in the global effort to stabilize the 
climate before it is too late. It recognizes the importance of food security in the international response to climate 
change, as reflected by many countries focusing prominently on the agriculture sector in their planned contributions 
to adaptation and mitigation. To help put those plans into action, this report identifies strategies, financing 
opportunities, and data and information needs. It also describes transformative policies and institutions that can 
overcome barriers to implementation.) 
 
 

FAO. 2016b. Climate change and food security: risks and responses. Available at: 
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5188e.pdf 

(This report brings together evidence on the impacts of climate change on food security and nutrition. It shows how a 
cascade of impacts from ecosystems to livelihoods interacts with a series of vulnerabilities, undermining food security 
and nutrition. The report presents ways to adapt, to reduce vulnerabilities and to build resilience to climate change.) 
 
 

FAO. 2015a. The Impact of Natural Hazards and Disasters on Agriculture and Food 
Security and Nutrition – A call for action to build resilient livelihoods. Updated May 2015. 
Available at: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4434e.pdf 

(This brochure presents the preliminary findings of an FAO study on the impact of natural 
hazards and disasters on the agriculture sector and subsectors in developing countries.) 
 



 
FAO. 2015b. Climate change and food systems: global assessments and implications for 
food security and trade. Rome. Available at:  http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4332e.pdf  

(Although our understanding of climate change impacts on food systems has expanded, more policy-relevant evidence 
is required. Stronger emphasis needs to be placed on other important drivers like bioenergy, water and trade. Climate 
impact science also needs to become more systems-based and improve cross-sectoral frameworks to examine a number 
of critical linkages: climate-food-trade, climate-nutrition-health, climate-food-water, and climate-food-energy. This 
book is the outcome of an expert consultation organized by FAO in November 2013 which gathered acknowledged 
experts in climate impact research. The 11 chapters cover the latest scientific and economic evidence on climate impact 
assessments of crop and livestock systems.) 
 
 

FAO. 2015c. Coping with climate change – the roles of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture. Rome Available at:  http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3866e.pdf  

(Climate change is one of the key drivers of biodiversity loss. At the request of the Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture, FAO prepared thematic studies on the interactions between climate 
change and plant, animal, forest, aquatic, invertebrate and micro-organism genetic resources. This publication 
summarizes the results of these studies. It aims to raise awareness of the important roles of genetic resources 
for food and agriculture in coping with climate change and to contribute to the mainstreaming of genetic 
resources for food and agriculture into climate change adaptation and mitigation planning at national and 
international levels.) 

 
 
FAO, 2015d. Food wastage footprint & Climate Change. Rome. Available at:  
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/nr/sustainability_pathways/docs/FWF_and_climate_cha
nge.pdf 

(The 2011 FAO assessment of global food losses and waste estimated that each year, one-third of all food 
produced in the world for human consumption never reached the consumer’s table. This not only means a missed 
opportunity for the economy and food security, but also a waste of all the natural resources used for growing, 
processing, packaging, transporting and marketing food. This leaflet provides a summary of the food wastage 
footprint on natural resources, most notably its carbon footprint, based on FAO analysis.) 

 
Related to Guinea Work advances toward eradication: 
Lifestraw 2018: Available at:  https://www.lifestraw.com/our-story/ 
“The LifeStraw team is committed to redefining the safe drinking water space through technology 
innovation and product quality and design. In doing so, our work is driving sustainable access to safe 
drinking water by engaging governments, donors, and individual consumers to understand the 
problem and become an active part of the solution. 
The evolution of LifeStraw has been a remarkable journey. It started in 1994 when the Carter Center 
approached LifeStraw’s parent company, Vestergaard, to develop a filter that could remove Guinea 
worm larvae from water it was contaminating. Vestergaard designed a cloth filter but then evolved it 
into a more effective pipe form in 1999. Today, more than 37 million LifeStraw Guinea Worm 
filters have contributed to the near-eradication of the disease. 
“Inspired by the impact of the LifeStraw Guinea Worm filter, Vestergaard worked to develop a 
product that could filter out virtually all of the microbiological contaminants that make water unsafe 
to drink. The result was LifeStraw technology, introduced in 2005 as a personal “straw-like” filter. It 
was designed for people in developing countries who don’t have water piped in from municipal 



sources or other access to safe water and emergency settings following natural disasters when water 
is contaminated. 
The LifeStraw portfolio has continued to evolved to include the high-volume LifeStraw Community 
purifier for institutional settings like schools and clinics (introduced in 2013), the LifeStraw Go 
refillable water bottle (2014) and LifeStraw Mission, a high-volume, collapsible bag ideal for 
campsites, group hikes and expeditions launched in 2015. 
Today LifeStraw is used in water products and projects in more than 64 countries around the 
world...but that’s just the beginning. Inspired by the positive health impact LifeStraw can have, 
Vestergaard will continue to innovate, introducing new LifeStraw products to meet a variety of 
needs and initiating equally innovative programs to bring them to the people who need them the 
most.” 
 
 
SOUTH SUDAN ANNOUNCES END OF GUINEA WORM TRANSMISSION 
Good news from the world’s newest nation. The Lancet 391:`1238 Available at: 
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/53750/cdc_53750_DS1.pdf? 
“In a press conference held at The Carter Center in Atlanta, USA on March 21, 2018, the Minister 
of Health of South Sudan, the Honorable Dr. Riek Gai Kok, announced that his country had 
successfully interrupted transmission of Guinea worm disease, ‘having reduced cases from 20,581 in 
2006 to zero in 2017’.”  April 30, 2018 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Memorandum. 
“Guinea worm disease, considered a Neglected Tropical Disease, is caused by the 
parasite Dracunculus medinensis. The disease affects poor communities in remote parts of Africa that 
do not have safe water to drink. There is no drug treatment for Guinea worm disease nor a vaccine 
to prevent it.” (CDC) 
 
 
WHO Collaborating Center for Research Training and Eradication of 
Dracunculiasis. Guinea Worm Wrap Up #245, 2017, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CGH): Atlanta. 
 
 
South Sudan Halts the Spread of Crippling Guinea Worms. Available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/22/health/south-sudan-guinea-worms.html 
The New York Times by McNeil DG Jr, 2018.  March 23, p.A5.  
 
 
What it means to be Guinea worm free: an insider’s account from Ghana’s Northern Region. 
Available at: www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/10.4269/ajtmh.17-0558 
Weiss AJ, Vestergaard-Frandsen T, Ruiz-Tiben E, Hopkins DR, Asiedu-Bekoe, Agymang D, 2018. 
Am J Trop Med Hyg (The American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene) 
doi:10.4269/ajtmh.17-0558, March 19, 2018. 
Excerpt from Abstract: “Despite several periods of stagnating guinea worm disease (GWD) 
incidence in Ghana during its national eradication campaign in the 1990s and early 2000s, the last 
reported case of GWD was in May 2010. In July 2011, Ghana celebrated the interruption of guinea 
worm (GW) transmission. Although it has been established that GWD causes disability, pain, and 
socioeconomic hardship, there is a dearth of population-based evidence collected in post-GW–



endemic countries to document the value attributed to GWD eradication by residents in formerly 
endemic communities.”  
 
 
Dracunculiasis eradication - World Health Organization Available at: 
www.who.int/dracunculiasis/resources/en/ 
Documentation centre. Most recent publications and documents on dracunculiasis.  
World Health Organization, 2018. Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January-December 2017. 
Wkly Epidemiol Rec 93:59-60.  
World Health Organization, 2018. Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, January-February 2018. 
Wkly Epidemiol Rec 93:199-200.  
 
 
Global Eradication Campaign: Moving Forward with GWD Eradication from CDC. Available 
at https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/guineaworm/gwep.html 
 

 
 Extracting a Guinea worm from the ankle by wrapping it around a stick. Photo credit: WHO Collaborating Center 
at CDC archives. 
“Great progress has been made in the last three decades. GWD is now poised to be the next disease 
after smallpox to be eradicated. As of March 2016, the ICCDE has certified 198 countries, 
territories, and areas, representing 186 WHO Member States as being free from GWD transmission, 
with only 8 countries remaining to be certified: Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, 
Sudan and the four remaining endemic countries of Chad, Ethiopia, Mali, and South Sudan [10] – of 
note, Mali reported zero cases in 2016 compared to five cases in 2015. Thanks to the efforts of the 
global Guinea Worm Eradication Program, there were only 25 human cases reported worldwide in 
2016 from Chad, Ethiopia, and South Sudan.[11] GWD is poised to be the first disease to be 
eradicated using core public health practices, such as surveillance, case containment, and simple 
interventions, without the use of vaccines or medicines. Many believe that the symbol of medicine, 
the Staff of Asclepius, which shows a snake wrapped around a stick, may actually represent a 
Guinea worm. With future generations not knowing this disease, medicine’s very symbol will have a 
new significance [7].” 
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WHO: The many paths towards universal health coverage Video available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ3sHfYzcv8 
At some point in their lives, everyone needs health care.... but today not everyone has access to the 
care that they need. Embed code: 
<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/VQ3sHfYzcv8" 
frameborder="0" allow="autoplay; encrypted-media" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 
 
The Global Development and Environment Institute (GDAE) at Tufts University, co-directed 
by Dr. Neva Goodwin, has released an extraordinary collection of publications in the social and 
environmental sciences and global health and is now distributing it for free to universities in 100 
nations, with special attention to those institutions that are most in need of library resources.  
Related article Available at: http://ase.tufts.edu/gdae 
 
 
Free Scholarly Journal Articles and Global Health DVDs Offered to University Libraries, 
Institutions and Organizations in 138 Countries Available at: http://www.solutions-
site.org/node/823  (Update: As of 2018, the material was available in thousands of libraries and 
other entities in 100 countries.) 
 
 
Aditi Mukherji Research Results Make It Easier for Farmers to Access Water in West 
Bengal and Wins Norman Borlaug Award Available at: http://www.solutions-
site.org/node/811.  
Aditi Mukherji, a senior social scientist based in International Water Management Institute (IWMI) 
Delhi office, has been announced as the first ever winner of the Norman Borlaug Award for Field 



Research and Application. The $10,000 award, endowed by the Rockefeller Foundation, will be 
presented on October 17, 2012, in Des Moines, Iowa, by the World Food Prize Foundation. 
 
Green Investments in Water Help Human Health Food Security and Economic Growth 
Available at: http://www.solutions-site.org/node/522 
Investing 0.16 per cent of global GDP in the water sector could reduce water scarcity and halve the 
number of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation in less than 
four years, according to United Nations research released on August 25, 2011. 
 
 
Britain to Help Carter Center Secure Worldwide Eradication of Worm Disease in London on 
October 5, 2011, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter addressed an audience of international 
journalists and partners to announce that the Carter Center-led global campaign to eradicate Guinea 
worm disease has entered its final stage to end this gruesome waterborne parasitic infection. “The 
poorest, most isolated, most neglected, quite often, the most hopeless people, on earth…now have 
new hope that their future will be free of this dreaded disease,” said President Carter. 
Available at:  Britain to Help Carter Center Secure Worldwide Eradication of Worm Disease in 
London on October 5, 2011 
 
 
Battling Cholera, an Ancient Scourge, With Satellites and Sari Cloth 
The world has seen seven global cholera outbreaks since 1817, and the current one seems to have 
come to stay. Rising temperatures and a stubbornly persistent, toxic bacteria strain appear to have 
given the disease the upper hand. Download: 
http://www.solutions-site.org/node/497 
 
 
G-STIC Available at: https://2018.gstic.org/about-the-g-stic-2018-conference/g-stic-partners 
A series of conferences that aim to accelerate the development, dissemination and deployment of 
technological innovations that enable the achievement of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). G-STIC is focused on building knowledge bases and global expert networks to 
support the technological transitions that are needed for the implementation of the Paris Agreement 
and the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development.  
Additional resources, see G-STIC Lead partners that include: 
Global e-Sustainability Initiative (GeSI) Available at: http://gesi.org/ 
UN-Habitat Available at: https://unhabitat.org/ 
UN-Habitat is the United Nations programme working towards a better urban future. Its mission is 
to promote socially and environmentally sustainable human settlements development and the 
achievement of adequate shelter for all. 
Cities are facing unprecedented demographic, environmental, economic, social and spatial 
challenges. There has been a phenomenal shift towards urbanization, with 6 out of every 10 people 
in the world expected to reside in urban areas by 2030. Over 90 per cent of this growth will take 
place in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean. In the absence of effective urban planning, 
the consequences of this rapid urbanization will be dramatic. 
In many places around the world, the effects can already be felt: lack of proper housing and growth 
of slums, inadequate and out-dated infrastructure – be it roads, public transport, water, sanitation, or 
electricity – escalating poverty and unemployment, safety and crime problems, pollution and health 
issues, as well as poorly managed natural or man-made disasters and other catastrophes due to the 



effects of climate change. Mindsets, policies, and approaches towards urbanization need to change in 
order for the growth of cities and urban areas to be turned into opportunities that will leave nobody 
behind. UN-Habitat, the United Nations programme for human settlements, is at the helm of that 
change, assuming a natural leadership and catalytic role in urban matters. 
 
  
UN Women Available at:   http://www.unwomen.org/en 
UN Women is the global champion for gender equality, working to develop and uphold standards 
and create an environment in which every woman and girl can exercise her human rights and live up 
to her full potential. We are trusted partners for advocates and decision-makers from all walks of 
life, and a leader in the effort to achieve gender equality. 
 
 
Third World Network Available at: http://www.twn.my/ 
Third World Network (TWN) is an independent non-profit international research and advocacy 
organisation involved in issues relating to development, developing countries and North-South 
affairs. 
 
 
South Centre Available at:  https://www.southcentre.int/ 
The South Centre is the intergovernmental organization of developing countries that helps 
developing countries to combine their efforts and expertise to promote their common interests in 
the international arena. The South Centre was established by an Intergovernmental 
Agreement which came into force on 31 July 1995. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 
United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth Available at: https://www.unmgcy.org/ 
“Engage in the United Nations as a Young Person, The UN MGCY, is the United Nations 
General Assembly mandated, official, formal and self organised space for children and youth to 
contribute to and engage in certain intergovernmental and allied policy processes at the United 
Nations 
 
 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) Available at: http://www.irena.org/ 
With 156 Members, IRENA plays a leading role in the energy transformation as a centre of 
excellence for knowledge and innovation, a global voice for renewables, a network hub and a source 
of advice and support for countries. 
 
 
Climate Technology Centre and Network, Available at: https://www.ctc-n.org/ 
ITU Available at: https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx 
International Natwork for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR )Available at: http://www.inbar.int/ 
 
 
Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve In Mexico Hailed a Model for Sustainable Development 
Available at: http://www.solutions-site.org/node/1243 
“The Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve, Mexico's most ecologically diverse protected area, described 
as a "green jewel" in the heart of the country, is home to jaguarondi, wild cats in danger of 
extinction. They live in the Reserve together with more than 110 other species of mammals 334 bird 
species, and 2,308 plant species, many of which are yet to be found anywhere else on earth. The 



Reserve with over 380,000 hectares of forest and other ecosystems is afforded special conservation 
status as a natural protected area. Once-threatened species that inhabit the reserve’s 14 distinct 
ecosystems, including jaguar, Humboldt butterflies, green macaws, and aquatic life, are increasing in 
number. 
 
 
River blindness eliminated in 2 states in Nigeria   
Available at: http://www.icoph.org/connections/user_profile/003F000000uiZuCIAU/Adrian-
Hopkins.html 
And at: https://www.mectizan.org/. 23 March 2018 
Excerpt: “The Mectizan Donation Program is pleased to share the good news that treatment with 
Mectizan for river blindness has been stopped in Plateau and Nasarawa states in Nigeria. We 
congratulate the Federal Ministry of Health, The Carter Center, and the people  
of Plateau and Nasarawa for this remarkable achievement. An estimated 2 million people no longer 
need treatment as this large region in Nigeria has successfully interrupted transmission of the 
disease. This news bodes well for other national and subnational regions in Africa working toward 
river blindness elimination.  
 
 
Two States in Nigeria Interrupt Transmission of River Blindness Available at: 
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/pr/nigeria-032018.html  March 20, 2018 
Excerpt: ATLANTA — Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of Health has interrupted transmission of river 
blindness in two large states and as a result will stop mass drug administration (MDA) of ivermectin 
(Mectizan®) in 2018. About 2 million residents of Plateau and Nasarawa states will no longer be 
taking this medicine because the potentially blinding tropical disease, known in the medical field as 
onchocerciasis, is no longer being transmitted in the area. The government of Nigeria and The 
Carter Center have been working together on the MDA program for more than 25 years. 
 
 
The Carter Center Press Release on Mectizan treatments 
Available at:  (https://www.cartercenter.org/news/pr/nigeria-032018.html )  
Excerpt: “Mectizan Donation Program Director, Dr. Yao Sodahlon, called the development “an 
unprecedented historical moment in onchocerciasis elimination. Tens of millions of Mectizan 
treatments have been donated over the last two decades to support elimination of this ancient 
disease in Plateau and Nasarawa states.”  
 
 
River Blindness Success 
In the Americas The Carter Center already has helped the ministries of health 
of Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, and Guatemala to eliminate river blindness. Carter Center-assisted 
elimination efforts continue in a remote area of the Amazon Rainforest straddling Brazil and 
Venezuela, which is the final bastion of river blindness in the Americas. In Africa The Center has 
helped interrupt transmission at key locations in Ethiopia, Sudan, and Uganda.  
 
 
Onchocerciasis: The Beginning of the End - A special supplement in International Health 
Available at: https://www.mectizan.org/news/onchocerciasis-the-beginning-of-the-end-a-special-
supplement-in-international-health 19 February 2018 



The Mectizan Donation Program special supplement on onchocerciasis elimination  
titled “Onchocerciasis: The Beginning of the End” is now available, free to read, 
at:  https://academic.oup.com/inthealth/issue/10/suppl_1  
 
 
WHO: Neglected tropical diseases: 
River blindness: shifting from prevention to surveillance and elimination Available at: 
http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/news/shifting_from_prevention_to_surveillance_
elimination/en/ 
Excerpt: 12 November 2017 | Geneva −− The world is benefiting from years of painstaking work, 
mainly of villagers and volunteers, to eliminate river blindness (onchocerciasis), a parasitic infection 
transmitted by repeated bites of the black fly which breeds in fast-flowing waters. Infection with the 
parasite can result in blindness, impaired vision and skin disease, all of which can be disabling. 
An estimated 198 million people live in areas of three WHO regions where the parasite can be 
transmitted: the African Region, the Region of the Americas and the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
In 2016, almost 133 million people living in areas at risk of onchocerciasis received treatment as 
compared with 46 million in 2005. 
 
 
 
CDC: Onchocerciasis, or River Blindness, is a neglected tropical disease (NTD)… 
Parasites - Onchocerciasis (also known as River Blindness)   
Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/onchocerciasis/index.html 
Excerpt: Onchocerciasis, or River Blindness, is a neglected tropical disease (NTD) caused by the 
parasitic worm Onchocerca volvulus. It is transmitted through repeated bites by blackflies of the 
genus Simulium. The disease is called River Blindness because the blackfly that transmits the 
infection lives and breeds near fast-flowing streams and rivers and the infection can result in 
blindness. In addition to visual impairment or blindness, onchocerciasis causes skin disease, 
including nodules under the skin or debilitating itching. Worldwide onchocerciasis is second only to 
trachoma as an infectious cause of blindness. 
Among ref: Katabarwa MN, Eyamba A, Chouaibou M, et al. Does onchocerciasis transmission take 
place in hypoendemic areas? A study from the North Region of Cameroon. Trop Med Int Health 
2010. 
 
 
Situation analysis of parasitological and entomological indices of onchocerciasis 
transmission in three drainage basins of the rain forest of South West Cameroon after a 
decade of ivermectin treatment  
Available at: https://parasitesandvectors.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13071-015-0817-2 
An open access article in Parasites & Vectors20158:202, https://doi.org/10.1186/s13071-015-0817-2 
©  Wanji et al.; licensee BioMed Central. 2015, Published: 2 April 2015 
 
 
Integrating neglected tropical diseases in global health and development 
Fourth WHO report on neglected tropical diseases 
Authors: WHO/Department of control of neglected tropical diseases 
Excerpt: “Integrating neglected tropical diseases into global health and development: fourth WHO report on neglected 
tropical diseases evaluates the changing global public health landscape; assesses progress towards the 



2020 targets; and considers the possible core elements of a strategic vision to integrating neglected 
tropical diseases into the 2030 Agenda of the Sustainable Development Goals.” 
Downloads: 

Integrating neglected tropical diseases in global health and development: fourth WHO report on 
neglected tropical diseases 
Intégrer les maladies tropicales négligées dans l’action pour la santé mondiale et le 
développement : quatrième rapport de l’OMS sur les maladies tropicales négligées. 

Related links 
• WHO facts sheets on NTDs 
• Neglected tropical diseases website 

 
 
The Compendium of Sanitation Technologies in Emergencies   
Available at: http://washcluster.net/emersan-compendium 
“…provides a structured and user-friendly manual and planning guide for sanitation solutions in 
emergency settings… supports and enables decision making by providing the necessary framework 
for developing a sanitation system design… compiles a wide range of tried and tested technologies 
in a single document and gives concise information on key decision criteria for each technology, 
facilitating the combination of technologies to come up with full sanitation system solutions, all 
linked to relevant cross-cutting issues. The free pdf-version can be downloaded here 
(http://washcluster.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/02/emergency-sanitation-
compendium.pdf).  
 
 
Sewage Is Helping Cities Flush Out the Opioid Crisis 
Poop studies are helping communities make intervention decisions 
Available at: https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/sewage-is-helping-cities-flush-out-the-
opioid-
crisis/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=health&utm_content=link&
utm_term=2018-05-29_featured-this-
week&spMailingID=56710248&spUserID=NTM5NzIzNDM0NgS2&spJobID=1404743870&spRe
portId=MTQwNDc0Mzg3MAS2  By Keridwen Cornelius on May 25, 2018 
Excerpt: “TEMPE, Ariz.—The two-liter bottle of sewage sitting in a lab at Arizona State University 
is the yellow-brown color of smog. It was shipped overnight from one of a half dozen cities that 
have recently asked A.S.U. to begin studying their waste for chemical signatures that may help save 
lives. Such slurries of poop and urine have become one of the latest—and most pungent—ways 
communities are now trying to address the opioid crisis. 
Sewage is “the information superhighway under your feet,” says Rolf Halden, director of A.S.U.’s 
Biodesign Center for Environmental Health Engineering. For the past 15 years Halden’s Human 
Health Observatory has examined such sludge in more than 300 municipalities worldwide, first at 
Johns Hopkins University and, since 2008, at A.S.U. His network—which includes partners in 
China, Australia and elsewhere—is the largest collection of wastewater monitoring sites on the 
planet. (The second-largest is in Europe, with about 60 cities.) For the past decade his A.S.U. team 
has been scouring sewage for clues about communities’ health: stress hormones, dangerous 
chemicals, dietary choices and nicotine. But as drug overdoses have risen to epidemic proportions—
more than 63,000 in 2016—a growing number of cities have started to ask him to look for evidence 
of opioid use, too. 
 



 
More than a million people examined for trachoma 
Video available on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivZDt_8_ZwI 
In just over a year, more than one million people across four continents, have been examined for 
trachoma, the world’s leading infectious cause of blindness. This was achieved through Tropical 
Data, a service which supports national health ministries to collect high quality, standardized data in 
the global fight to eliminate trachoma, a painful neglected tropical disease (NTD). 
Published by the International Trachoma Initiative. October 17, 2017. 
 




